Legend of the Dragon Kid, Book 1: 
Welcome to the Owl House 


By: Element Writer 


Ryuji Frank, a 16-year-old human/witch hybrid, is boy met with troubles, 
mostly caused by a terrible curse he inherited from his mother. To help him 
with this, his father sends him to the Boiling Isles to live with a witch 
known as Eda the Owl Lady who could help him. With his human friend 
Luz joining him to become a witch, Ryuji's days in the Isles becomes full of 
adventures. 


Status: ongoing 
Published: 2022-08-29 
Updated: 2023-01-10 
Words: 309103 
Chapters: 16 


Rated: Fiction T - Language: English - Genre: Adventure/Humor - 
Characters: OC, Luz N., King, Eda - Reviews: 4 - Favs: 20 - Follows: 18 


Original source: https://www.fanfiction.net/s/14129318/1/Legend-of-the- 
Dragon-Kid-Book-1-Welcome-to-the-Owl-House 


Exported with the assistance of FicHub.net 


Legend of the Dragon Kid, Book 1: Welcome 
to the Owl House 


Introduction 

Prelude 

Opening 

Prologue 

Chapter 1: Two Witches and a Warden 
Chapter 2: Witches Before Wizards 
Chapter 3: | was a Teenage Abomination 
Chapter 4: The Intruder 

Chapter 5: Covention 

Chapter 6: Hooty's Moving Hassle 
Chapter 7: Lost in Language 

Chapter 8: Once Upon a Swap 


Chapter 10: Escape of the Palisman 


hapter 11: Sense and Insensitivity 
hapter 12: Adventures in the Elements 


Chapter 13: The First Day 


Prelude 


Prelude 


With a house located out in a secluded wilderness, a little boy was 
put in bed by a man. The boy had wild, spiked bright orange hair, 
and two different colored eyes with his right eye golden yellow and 
his left silver gray. The man had brown hair, brown eyes, and a pair 
of blue frame glasses. 


"Alright, Ryuji. Time for bed." The man said as he was done tucking 
the boy in. 


"But I'm not tired yet." Ryuji said to him. 


"How about a story?" The man offered, causing Ryuji to get comfy in 
bed in anticipation. "Once upon a time, there was a hyper little boy 
who went to bed..." The man stopped when Ryuji started to laugh. 


"Dad, that's not a story." Ryuji smiled. 


"Alright, alright." His father said before he started over witha 
different story. "Once upon a time, there was a land far from this one, 
a land which from the flesh and bones of a Titan that fell into the 
Boiling Sea, a great and vast sea so hot that it would burn anything it 
touched into nothing." 


"That sounds scary." Ryuji gained a look of worry. 


"Yes, but not to worry, my son. A method had been made to ensure 
the water could be safe to use without fear." His father reassured 
him. "This method was made by the people known as the witch race 
who lived in peace and out of the reach of humans in this great land. 
The land was filled with magic, magic which the witches were able to 
adapt and harness to help one another and make the land their 
home. As being set in the Boiling Sea, the witches named the land 
The Boiling Isles. When the witches first began to settle in the Isles, 


they were led by three families known as the Noble Three. They 
were those made of the strongest witches and warlocks on the Isles, 
nobles who had descended from royal of worlds beyond. The names 
of these families were Vallake, Duskerman, and Froeth. They 
showed the people of the Isles how to harness and use the magic of 
the Isles, each family having a different magical art which they 
shared with their fellow witches and warlocks: Vallake to the brave, 
Duskerman to the strong, and Froeth to the wise. By working 
together, the Noble Three brought order and peace amongst the 
Boiling Isles and made into a wondrous place where everyone 
prospered, in magic and otherwise." 


"That sounds awesome." Ryuji said in awe. 


"It was." His father soon lost his smile as he continued. "But, 
unfortunately, this did not last long. It was during the end of the 
Golden Age that the Boiling Isles was met with a great shift. One 
day, a warlock by the name of Belos spoke up to everyone on the 
Isles. He said he was a messenger from the Titan, someone sent to 
speak for the Titan. He said that everyone had been using magic all 
wrong and that this went against the will of the Titan, that the magic 
of the Isles should not be explored freely. Belos said the Titan 
wanted the magic to be divided, split into nine types, so balance 
could be made between the Isles and its people. The Noble Three 
didn't agree with this as they believed that the Isles' magic, no matter 
what kind, should be free to all. Resisting as much as they could, 
Belos' influence grew and took hold on the Isles, leading to just 
about everyone witch and warlock following him and becoming 
divided into covens of each type of magic. After losing the loyalty of 
the people, the Noble Three soon surrendered and abided by the 
rules of Belos. This was the end of the Golden Age as Belos' 
teachings became the only teachings in magic on the Isles." 


"That's so sad." Ryuji said, feeling despair over what he heard. 
"Yeah, some things in life are." His father then gained a smile as he 


spoke again. "But not all hope is lost. Legend says that the witches 
would all be reunited in peace and harmony by one certain member 


of the witch race who rises above all the others to lead the Boiling 
Isles into a new Golden Age where everyone could be able to use 
magic like the witches and warlocks in the days of old." 


"Cool." Ryuji said as he smiled. "Dad, do you think I'll ever get to see 
the Boiling Isles?" 


"Maybe one day." His father said as he ruffled his son's hair. "But for 
now, time for bed." He then went to the door and placed one finger 
over the light switch before looking back at his son with a smile. 
"Good night, Ryuji." 


"Night, Dad." Ryuji said before his father turned off the light and 
closed the door, Ryuji drifting off to sleep. 


After closing the door, Ryuji's father sighed with a smile which he 
soon lost as he was surprised by a voice. 


"Getting Ryu to bed?" the owner of the voice was a teenage boy that 
resembled much of Ryuji but with combed orange hair, two golden 
yellow eyes, and pointed ears who gave the father a smug look. 


The father smiled as he spoke to him. "I see you're finally back. Slow 
night, Ben?" 


"Yeah, it's pretty much quiet in town." The teenager Ben said. "So did 
you tell Little Bro the story about the blacksmith and the powerful 
witch again?" 


"No, | decided to give him a little piece of history." The father said. 
"He seems to like hearing about the Boiling Isles." 


"You told him about the Boiling Isles thing already?" Ben seemed 
surprised by this. "But he's only eight." 


"He had to learn that sometime. Especially consider the possibility | 
might have to send him there." 


"Hey, I'm not complaining. I'm just glad my little brother is finally 
asleep. Kid's gonna need his sleep if he's ever gonna learn what 
you're teaching him." 


"Yes, that's true." The father said as he and his older son walked 
down the hall. "Though | do expect you to get some sleep too, young 
man." 


"Come on, Dad. You know I'm just as much as a night person as a 
morning person." 


"That's no excuse for not getting some sleep. You still have school 
tomorrow, not to mention you have another responsibility." 


"| know, | know. Duty of the Fire Dragons is super important." 

If one were to see them now, they would notice the two each 
possessing a long, red dragon tail. Ben's tail had four golden spikes 
close to the tip with two on each side while his father's only had a 
barbed tip that resembled a golden arrowhead. 

"And your education is just as important." The father said to him. 


"Yeah, but normal school isn't as fun as the kind of stuff you teach 
me and Ryu." 


"Benjamin, you know that those lessons aren't just meant for fun." 


"They're for defense and helping others, | know. You sure he'll be 
ready for the Boiling Isles?" 


"Only time will tell with how far he'll go in his studies. Now off to bed 
with you." 


"Alright, alright." With that, Ben then walked off to his room. "Night, 
Dad." 


"Good night, son." The father said as he walked to his own room. 


Upon entering, the father sighed before he then walked over and sat 
down on the queen-sized bed where a little brown falcon was sitting, 
the little bird coming up to his shoulder before giving a few chirps. 


"Yeah, he's finally asleep." The father said to the bird with a smile, 
somehow understanding what the bird was saying. "Thank you for 
telling me, Falcona. At least | Know | can count on you in this world." 
Falcona gave a few chirps to him, causing him to look at a chest 
placed against one of the walls. "No, not yet. He's still young. 
Besides, | think it would be bad parenting on my part for giving an 
eight-year-old something like that, especially since he doesn't know 
how to use it yet." Falcona then chirped with concern, causing the 
father to sigh as he lost his smile. "I have to send him there some 
time, especially if his condition becomes more of a problem. Right 
now he's been able to deal with it, but the same can't be said if he 
can still deal with it later on. It grows with him after all. When the time 
comes for when he'll need more help than | can provide..." the father 
clutched a fist before he fell over on his side, landing his head ona 
pillow while Falcona flew off his shoulder and flew over him. Landing 
on the dresser next to the father's bed, Falcona chirped to him. 
"Yeah, I'll be fine. | have to be strong for him... much like any other 
parent." 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Okay, okay. | bet you're wondering what's going on. Questions like, 
why do my dad and big brother have dragon tails? Do I have a tail 
like them? Why is my dad talking to a bird? And what exactly has 
him so worried about me? Well, you all will get to know all the 
answers pretty soon. 


Anyway, my name is Ryuji. And this is my story. 
Author's Note: Hey, guys! | hoped you all liked this little prelude of 


mine. This new story of mine is one that | will be working on for a 
while. | just got a good flow for it a few days ago and had been dying 


to get started. | suppose some of you might already have some 
guess as to who the brothers are related to. For any questions you 
might have from all this, you'll be getting your answers soon with 
each update | put into this story. And you'll see many aside speech 
scenes from Ryuji in this story. And I'll put in the opening pretty soon. 
That's all | got for now. Don't forget to leave a comment to tell me 
what you think of it. 


Opening 
(Instrumental) 


The scene shows a sequence of freeze frame images of a young 
Ryuji with a golden background, the young Frank having a proud 
smile on his face. The first showed him using three magic circle to 
shoot out fire, water, and lightning respectively; the second showed 
him, in a charge with a tiger, a mouse, a horse, a rabbit, a snake, 
and a hawk; the last showed him on a stage, playing a guitar while 
strings of light accompanied by music notes surround him. It then 
cuts to a teenage Ryuji as he opens the door of an old house before 
going through, suddenly appearing in the Boiling Isles and looking at 
the rising sun with a confident smile. 


As the sun rises, 
And the valley wind blows, 


We see Bonesborough as the townspeople go about their days 
casually with a demon greeting his neighbors and a warlock 
comparing fruit at a fruit stand. 


One young man steps out, 
On the path that he chose. 


We then see Ryuji look around until he finds the Owl House along 
with Hooty, Juniper, and King watching Eda teaching Luz magic. 


Pure of heart, 
Strong as steel, 


We then see Ryuji as he fights against Emperor Belos, Ryuji's sword 
Saisho clashing with Belos' staff, the two caught in a great battle. 


He becomes a hero, 
A legend made real. 


After being pushed back, Ryuji quickly dodges as Belos summons 
and sends a monstrous worm-like demon at him. 


Though cutting it close, 
As a hard-working rebel, 


We then see Ryuji as he fights against multiple Coven guards as 
they try to catch him, Ryuji punching and kicking at them. 


Together with his friends, 
He takes it to the next level. 


We then see him standing together with Eda, Luz, Juniper, and King 
as he gains a confident smile. 


Dra-a-a... gon Ki-i-id! 

A new tale, 

Full of adventure. 

After jumping down from a high place into a heroic landing, Ryuji 
stands up with his sword over on shoulder before Luz grabs in a hug 
and spins before letting go and jumping to the side as it become a 
freeze-frame with her jumping for joy while an image of her holding a 
small sphere of light in her hands in the back ground. We then see 
Juniper as she casually flicks her hair back, an image of her holding 
dark red flames in both her hands while sporting a devilish grin. 
Dra-a-a... gon Ki-i-id! 


A brand new hero, 


A great avenger. 


We then see Eda as she spins staff a bit before she stops as King 
pops his head out of her hair, the background cut into two images 
with left being Eda struggling with her curse as a monstrous shadow 
stands behind her and King standing amongst a pile of stuffed toy 
animals as points forward like the leader of a great army while 
holding a pink toy rabbit. 


Dra-a-a... gon Ki-i-id! 
With powers of the dragon, 
Venturing new lands, 


We then see Willow and Gus as Willow happily forming a heart with 
her hands and Gus waving with the background being split as the left 
side showed Willow with glow green eyes and vines covered in 
thorns and the right showing Gus casting illusions. Then we see 
Amity and Xander giving emotionless expressions as they merely 
look away, the background showing an image of Amity with serious 
look as she summoned abominations on the left side and Xander 
with the same look as he flies downward with his Dusk Wings on his 
back and his lance Sieghild in his hand. 


Dra-a-a... gon Ki-i-id! 

The fate of the world, 

Rests in his hands. 

We then see Ryuji as he looks up to see Belos glaring down at him 
with a couple of coven soldiers and a masked Lilith standing with him 
on top of a tower. 


With villains around him, 


He rises up against them! 


With a wave of his staff, he sends Ryuji flying backwards where a 
gold portal appears and he ends up landing beside Eda who then 
steps up in front of him. 


And show them, 
He's the Dragon Kid. 


Spinning her staff, Eda creates a powerful blast that blows the 
guards away before Lilith leaps in, the two sisters clashing and 
making magic explode all around them. From the smoke, Ryuji, 
Juniper, Luz, Amity, Willow and Gus ran towards the top as more 
guards appear. Gus and Xander take the first wave of guards on with 
Gus creating illusions of himself and Xander using magic blast from 
Sieghild while Luz, Amity, Willow, Juniper, and Ryuji. 


Going on the attack, 
His friends watching his back! 


Summoning an ice glyph, Luz makes a bridge of ice which Amity's 
abomination uses to charge forward, ramming the other guards away 
before Willow made a road of vines for Ryuji and Juniper to run 
across. Running to the top, Juniper then fights the wall of guards 
protecting Belos, allowing Ryuji to sneak through and attack Belos, 
Ryuji's sword clashing with Belos' staff before they both push 
themselves back. 


He'll never give up, 


With the blade of Ryuji's sword glowing in a rainbow light and Belos' 
staff sparking with red energy, the two clash once more with Ryuji 
giving a slash and Belos swinging his staff, their weapons clashing 
creating a bright light. 


Cut to a freeze-frame images of Ryuji in different battles. The first 
showed him battling Warden Wrath as he roared at him, the second 
showed Xander flying down at him with his lance. 


The last one showed him fighting Belos as he stood there in front of 
him and his friends like he was a tower giant. 


Dra-a-a... gon Ki-i-id! 


Standing at the edge of a cliff, Ryuji looked toward the rising sun with 
a smile, joined by Luz, Juniper, Eda, and King. Cut to show Luz and 
Juniper to Ryuji's left as they shared the same smile he had. 


Dra-a-a... gon Ki-i-id! 


Cut to show Eda to Ryuji's right with King on her shoulder as she 
had the same smile. 


Dra-a-a... gon Ki-i-id! 


With a proud smile, Ryuji raises his sword, allowing the sun's glint to 
reflect of the tip of the blade. 


Author's Note: Hey, guys! | hope you all liked the opening. This was 
inspired by the opening of the show Monkie Kid. | also intended for 
the music of said opening to be the music for the one | made for the 
story, but haven't been able to find an instrumental of it. And you'll 
see the ending sequence for it in due time. Things aren't over yet for 
there is still one last thing that needs to be taken care of before we 
can start with the first chapter. That's all | got for now. Don't forget to 
leave a comment to tell me how you think of it. 


Prologue 


Okay, before we get started, let me introduce myself. My name is 
Ryuji Frank and I'm not your average kid, in more ways than one. 
What do I mean by that? Well, that has to do with my family. Unique 
Thing about Me Number 1: my dad is Axel Frank, who you guys 
might better know as El Dragon. Yeah, that El Dragon, as in the 
great fire elemental leader of the elemental superhero team the 
Element Gang. I know, it's hard to believe that someone who talks 
with a bird is El Dragon, but it's true. Well, he was El Dragon, but 
now he's retired from the whole superhero gig. But that doesn't mean 
there isn't an El Dragon out there protecting the world. You see, El 
Dragon isn't just one person as some theories on his identity say. In 
fact, the job of El Dragon is sort of a family business. You see, my 
dad is part of a lineage of elemental heroes who play the role of El 
Dragon, the job and all the knowledge that goes with it being passed 
down from parent to child, from one generation to the next. Same 
goes for the rest of the Element Gang, each one being a different 
elemental hero lineage, each generation passing on the job of 
protecting the world to the next generation. The name of my family's 
lineage is known as the Fire Dragons, for obvious reasons. Now | 
know what you're thinking: "Are you your dad's successor, Ryuji?" 
Well, the answer to that is no. No, I'm not. As you saw before, the 
one filling in as the new Fire Dragon is my big bro Ben. Yeah, there's 
only one Fire Dragon born each generation. | just happen to be born 
as this El Dragon's little brother. 


Now, Unique Thing about Me Number 2: the Fire Dragons aren't the 
only lineage l'm part of. | might not look it, but I'm actually related to 
a royal family. Well, not in the human world, but still. What do | mean 
by that? Well, there's actually more than one world. Yeah, all you sci- 
fi lovers, I'm talking about different dimensions. There are a couple 
out there with people similar to humans. Most of them I met happen 
to have special powers and live in worlds filled with magic. Now, in 
one of these worlds, my great-great-times-32-great-grandfather fell 
in love and got married to a princess named Kana who was second 


in line to the throne in the kingdom known as Valla. It was because 
of this that my family had now become a noble family. Of course, no 
one in the human world knows that as it is meant to be kept a secret. 
You see, the Fire Dragons are also known in the other worlds as the 
Portal Guardians. They possess many portals leading to these 
different worlds, portals which they keep secret from the human 
world and away from the wrong hands. Since he retired, my dad took 
up the job as the Portal Guardian. My big bro is up to take his place 
when the time comes. The thing about this, the princess I'm 
descended from wasn't a normal one. She was actually the 
granddaughter of a great dragon and had the ability to transform into 
a dragon. That power got passed down in my family with mostly Fire 
Dragons being able to turn into dragons. Yeah, my dad can actually 
turn into a dragon, so can my big bro. 


Unique Thing about Me Number 3: as you already know, I'm not 
exactly human. But I'm actually part of three different races. I'm part 
human, part Elementar (a certain elemental race similar to humans 
which is a long story that I'll save for later), a little bit of dragon, and 
part warlock. Yeah, you heard the last thing right. I'm also a warlock. 
My dad is a human/Elementar hybrid and my mom is a witch. | don't 
know much about her since | haven't met her. The only thing | do 
know about her is that her name was Marilyn Clarkson. Anyway, to 
answer that question that popped into your head: yes, | do have 
magic. All part of being a warlock. My big bro is a warlock too. Our 
dad taught us both how to use our magic. While my big bro is pretty 
good with magic, | think I've done some awesome things with my 
magic, some magic like using the elements being common magic 
amongst all of them. The way we were taught divided our magic into 
seven types, all of which | had really excelled at. | was able to cast 
blasts of fire, water, and lightning at the same time; tamed all kinds 
of wild beasts with Beast-Keeping Magic, like this tiger that escaped 
from the zoo one time; | healed a hundred soldiers with my healing 
magic in almost an instant; | can grow entire gardens in an instant 
and use the local plants to protect myself and others with Plant 
Magic; can summon spirits and tell the future with Oracle magic; 
make any quick builds of defense and fix anything with Construction 


Magic; mastered the art of illusions in Illusion Magic; and can do 
some mean musical performances with Bard Magic. You should 
have seen the look on my bro and dad's faces when | did all that. I'm 
even able to utilize this magic of mine with my Saisho, my special 
Star-Rank ōdachi sword my father made for me. 


Yeah, that's another thing about my family: not only is it made up of 
elemental guardians of portals to other worlds, but it also haves 
great blacksmiths, like my dad. We're especially known for creating 
Star-Rank weapons which many of my Fire Dragon ancestors had 
been able to wield. They even crafted weapons for the members of 
the royal families of the other worlds, ones of which are used by the 
descendants of those royals today. Seeing how | possessed magic, 
Dad wanted to make sure that | could be able to defend myself. My 
Saisho was crafted to be used by me as it utilizes all forms of magic. 
He also said that it had some special features that could help me 
handle any situation, features he said | would find out about when 
the time came. Yeah, Dad had always been the one who liked to 
keep some things a surprise, especially with his own family. Part of 
his whole dramatic flair thing. My dad had been teaching me the 
blacksmithing arts of our family so I could be able to craft weapons 
for both myself and others. He already taught my big bro and now 
Ben can be able to craft some of the greatest weapons. | do always 
hope that | would one day become a great blacksmith like them and 
in the Fire Dragon lineage. This all seems pretty cool, right? It Is... 
though there is one thing about me that makes things a lot less cool. 
It's what got Dad so worried about me. 


Unique Thing about Me Number 4: I'm actually... cursed. Yeah, | 
have a terrible curse. It's the reason why I have one gray eye. My 
dad said it's something I inherited from my mom who was also 
cursed. No one knows how she got it, only that it was dangerous. It 
was so dangerous that my mom had to flee from the Boiling Isles, 
away from the world she was born in. They tried to find help for this, 
but all that they turned to who could help them said they couldn't as 
this curse was beyond even the help of anything they could do. My 
mom tried her best to deal with the curse and my dad did his best to 


be there for her in the tough times. My big bro has the same curse 
as me, but has managed to control it. Of course, the same can't be 
said for me since Ben is a Fire Dragon who was practically born to 
get a handle on things like that. By the time | was born, my mom 
then decided to leave as the curse was growing too strong for her to 
stay in the human world. She decided to go back to the Boiling Isles 
so she wouldn't be a burden to the family and so me and my big bro 
could be safe. Neither of my parents wanted to be separated from 
each other, especially when they had a family to take care of. But 
they knew that it was probably for the best. And so, my mom went 
back to the Isles where she would be dealing with her curse alone. 
As much as | yearn to know about my mom, one of the things | want 
to know is if she's doing okay or not. Anyway, because the curse had 
been put on Mom before even my big bro was born, a piece of it was 
passed on to her kids. That's what Dad estimated and, due to the 
dragon blood that came from him, the curse was altered. The way 
that it affects me and Big Bro is with our dragon forms. 


Yeah, | have a dragon form. The curse not only made our dragon 
forms look different, but made them more dangerous. Every time we 
would take these forms, me and Big Bro would act completely feral, 
becoming wild animals that destroy anything in their path. Like | said, 
Ben had managed to get control of it and had been able to work the 
curse to his advantage. He can even switch forms at will now. And, 
like | said, that's expected for a Fire Dragon. As for me... I'm still 
having trouble trying to keep it under control. To make sure | didn't 
lose control and go all feral, Dad had me go through the same 
method Big Bro took when he had to manage his curse. The method 
uses two things, each managing one-half of the curse. For the 
dragon power half, like Big Bro, | have a Dragonstone to control my 
dragon power and keep it in check. It starts turning black when the 
curse rises and starts making me feral. For the half! inherited from 
Mom, | take this special elixir that keeps it at bay and allows the 
Dragonstone to work as it should. The elixir is an acquired taste, but 
without it, | would be stuck as a feral dragon. My dad gets this elixir 
from the Boiling Isles, said he had an old friend who works with 
potions and gives him a supply of it every now and then. At times 


when | run out of it, my dad has me stay in Valla while he goes to the 
Boiling Isles to get more elixir. It's not easy having a curse and no 
one likes having one, but by taking the right steps and with the right 
help, it can be manageable. | also do fear that this curse might 
become too much for me, that I would lose control and hurt everyone 
close to me: my friends, my family. That is why I have to do my best 
and kept it under control, to make sure that everyone is safe. | just 
hope that all my efforts would be enough for me to achieve my 
dream. 


Everyone has a goal in life on who they want to be and I know who | 
want to be. | want to be all that | can be. | want to embrace all that I 
am and become the man my family can be proud of. | want to be a 
great blacksmith who will forge weapons for the greatest heroes that 
will ever live, | want to be a great and powerful warlock with every 
kind of magic there is. Most importantly, | want to become a great 
hero like my father and brother. | want to be the one who can protect 
anyone from any danger, | want to be a symbol of peace and justice, 
and I want to be the greatest warrior to ever live. | know I have a 
long road ahead of me, but I still hold on to the hope that I will 
become the hero that everyone can depend on, the person who can 
make everything right and fight against any injustice shown in any 
world. | mean, | already managed to help the Element Gang-my big 
bro's team-defeat their Dark Gang, the Element Gang's greatest 
nemesis who are the most dangerous supervillains in the world. I'm 
basically already on the right path. Helping major heroes defeat 
major villains is the first step in becoming a hero, right? Practically 
every hero in my family has their own legendary title. Like my dad is 
known and will be known in Element Gang history as Axel the Dawn 
as his ideas could bring great change to all worlds, even start a new 
dawn for them all. My big bro is titted Benjamin the Beast Master for 
being able to control his curse and using it for good. One day, as I 
embrace all that | am, the people of the world and the other worlds 
would come to know my legend as the hero for all that goes by my 
own title: Ryuji the Dragon Kid! 


While helping heroes was a big start for me in becoming a hero, I 
think I started my journey on the day | went to the Boiling Isles. Of 
course, the way | went there for the first time was not how | expected 
it would be. What do I mean by that? Well, it's best to start with how 
that day started... 


Author's Note: Hey, guys! | hope you all liked the prologue. It really 
gives you a lot of insight on Ryuji, huh? By the way, Ryuji is voiced 
by John Patrick De Sena (better known as Jack DeSena). His older 
brother Benjamin is voiced by Johnny Yong Bosch, and his father 
Axel is voiced by Dave Wittenberg. Just wanted to get those out so 
you know what they sound like. Okay, now that all this has been 
settled, we can now move on to the first chapter of the story, the start 
of the many events that will lead to Ryuji becoming known to all as 
the Dragon Kid. That's all | got for now. Don't forget to leave a 
comment to tell me what you think of it. See you all in the first 
chapter! 


Chapter 1: Two Witches and a Warden 


Chapter 1 : Two Witches and a Warden 


Okay, what you just saw before with me, my dad, and my big bro 
was something that happened eight years ago. Yeah, as of now, I'm 
sixteen and living my teenage life the best | can in my hometown: 
Gravesfield, Connecticut in the good old U-S of A! Found in 1635 
A.D., it's a pretty peaceful town. At least, now it is since the final 
battle between my big bro's Element Gang and their Dark Gang 
which Big Bro's team won. I've been in this town all my life, learned a 
lot about its history. Yeah, I'm sort of a brainiac. | always did get the 
best grades and l'm a pretty good athlete. I'm actually the star player 
of my school's basketball team. Yeah, I'm pretty popular though 
that's not much of a good thing since | do get plenty of haters. But | 
do have friends, though most of them are actually from local noble 
families who are related to other royal families in the other worlds 
who know about me, my family, and even the Element Gang secret. | 
would like to tell you guys about them, but that would get way off 
from where this story is Supposed to be going. 


Before | start, let me tell you on how I'm dressed so you have a good 
picture. | have spiky orange hair, thick eyebrows, two different 
colored eyes with my right being gold yellow and my left being silver 
gray, and a chipped tooth. | wear a red jacket with the Japanese 
character for "dragon" on the left side where it's over my pec with the 
jacket unzipped, wear a white, short-sleeved t-shirt with gold dragon 
face on the front, green pants, and black and white sneakers. Around 
my neck is a gold pendant held up by a black string, the pendant 
holding my diamond like Dragonstone which haves a white dragon's 
head at the center. Yeah, | look pretty awesome. Okay, now that you 
know what | look like, l'Il tell you how this started. 


It was the last day of school. Yesterday, my class was given the 
assignment to do a book report and we were allowed to partner up if 
we wanted. Naturally, | decided to partner up with my best friend Luz 


Noceda. She's a human and is by far one of the coolest people I've 
ever met. We practically do everything together... like best friends 
should. For our book report, we decided to do our favorite book 
series, The Good Witch Azura . It's about a great witch named Azura 
who fights for peace and justice, fighting all sorts of evil with her 
trusted companion Ludolf the Wolf King. We decided to do our 
favorite scene where Azura and Ludolf faced off against the 
dastardly Glidersnake. Of course, when we did our book report, we 
got into trouble and ended up being sent to the principal's office. Our 
principal even called her mom and my dad so we can tell them what 
happened. When they asked about our book report, we decided to 
show them how we did it. For how the scene went... I'll just go and 
skip to the end. 


[The Good Witch Azura: Azura and Ludolf's battle against the 
Glidersnake] 


Inside a volcanic cavern, an epic battle was being down with great 
explosions accompanying two blurs of white and blue as something 
large and black slithered around them. With a smack of its tail, the 
large black creature sent to the two blurs away. Skidding a bit across 
the ledge before regaining their footing were two young people. One 
of them was a girl with light brown skin, long and braided light green 
hair, dark green eyes, and a beauty mark below her left eye dressed 
in a witches outfit that was mostly white with the top with flared half 
sleeves surmounted by a purple yoke decorated with a yellow star 
over a dark gray skirt which she wears dark grey leggings and black 
boots. Her witch hat was floppy yet pointed, broad-brimmed and was 
surrounded by a gold coronet. Wielding a white staff with a blue 
crystal at the top, this girl was Azura the Witch. The other was a boy 
with scruffy black hair, light skin, blue eyes, black fur on his hands 
which possessed claw, and black furry ears along with a black furry 
tail that resembled a wolf dressed in a white dress shirt with a blue 
no-sleeve vest over it, blue dress pants, and black boots. Holding a 
gold and black khopesh with a red outer edge, this was Ludolf the 
Wolf King. The two glared forward at the sound of sinister laugh and 


watched as a giant, black snake with two horns on the back of its 
head, a purple underbelly, and several fins along its back arose from 
the depths and looked upon the two with piercing yellow eyes. This 
was the beast known as the Glidersnake. 


"Foolish children! Do you honestly think you could truly best me?" 
the Glidersnake mocked. "No one, nothing, has ever bested the 
great Glidersnake and | shall relish my victory as | swallow you both 
whole!" 


"Well, I'm afraid you won't be getting a meal for this." Ludolf said with 
a smug. "The only thing that awaits for at the end of this is death, 
Glidersnake." 


"He's right." Azura profoundly said. "Do not underestimate us for we 
are Azura the Witch and Ludolf the Wolf King, warriors of peace!" 
Azura passed for a moment before she spun her staff and, grabbing 
it with both hands, aimed it at the snake. "Now eat this, sucker!" 


With the crystal turning red, Azura begins to hit the Glidersnake with 
blasts of fire, the large serpent groaning in pain from it. After a 
moment, Azura stops and the snake roars at her in anger as she 
then gains a smile. 


"Hey, Glidersnake!" Called out Ludolf, getting the snake to look 
upwards to see Ludolf above it with knopesh glowing bright red, the 
boy prepared to give a slash as he sported a grin. "Here... comes... 
Wolf... KINING!" With one swing of the blade, Ludolf sends a giant 
blast of red energy shaped like a wolf's head at Glidersnake, the 
serpent looking in shock as a great how/l filled the cavern. 


"Aaah!" The Glidersnake screamed out as the blast hit him and he 
was engulfed in a flash of light. "Thwarted by a little witch and her 
pet Contherian. NOOOO!" The serpent's last word echoed as he was 
turned to nothing. 


[Principal's office] 


There we were, sitting in chairs in the principal's office with Principal 
Hal sitting behind his desk while my dad and Luz's mom stood at the 
sides as me and Luz told them our book report. 


Okay, but before | go any further, let me tell you about what the 
people around me look like. Sitting behind his desk, Principal Hal 
was an African-American with short, curly gray hair and a gray 
mustache dressed in a beige short-sleeve work shirt and a gray tie. 
Standing to the right of the desk, Luz's mom Mrs. Noceda has tan 
skin, a mesomorph body frame, brown eyes, and dark brown hair 
which she keeps in a bun with two bangs tufted forward. As a 
veterinarian, she was wearing a set of cyan scrubs with sleeves 
rimmed in a darker blue and a pair of white shoes. She also wore 
black glasses that are red at the top and blue earrings. As he stands 
at the left, my dad Axel Frank has short, neatly-combed brown hair, 
brown eyes, thick eyebrows, and a short brown beard with a thick, 
brown mustache. He wore blue framed glasses, a white dress shirt 
with a green sweater vest over it, a blue tie, a brown trench coat, 
beige pants held up by a brown belt, and brown loafers. Around his 
neck is a Dragonstone pendant like mine. And, last but not least, the 
girl sitting next to me is Luz Noceda who looks much like her mom, 
but with her hair being a little purplish, short, and styled in a pixie cut 
and hazel eyes. She has an hourglass figure to which her attire 
doesn't really leave much to the imagination. With her ebony 
earrings, she was dressed in a short-sleeved hoodie split by two 
colors with indigo on top and white on bottom (something which 
subtly expresses her chest size), a pair of jean shorts, dark grey 
capris leggings, and a pair of white loafers. 


Okay, now that we got that out of the way, let's continue. The way we 
presented our book report was by using her Azura doll and my Ludolf 
action figure and a real snake to show how the scene played out. 
Even though | did feel a little ridiculous doing it, | played along as 
Luz was happy with it. As we told our report to the three adults in 
front of us, | held my action figure while Luz held her doll and the 
snake. 


"And that's the end." Luz said with a gentle smile while | gave a 
nervous one, Principal Hal and Dad giving us raised brows. 


"The end of what?" Mrs. Noceda asked with concern. 


"Our book report." Luz answered just before the snake stretched and 
chomped at her Azura doll's head. 


"Your book report is the reason you two are in here." Principal Hal 
said. 


"What? It's not that bad." | said to him. "Sure, everyone was a little 
freaked by the snake, but no one was harmed." 


"That's not the problem." Principal Hal said. "The problem is because 
your report has now infested this school with snakes." After he said 
that, | overheard screaming and me and Luz looked to the door to 
see our fellow students running around while being attacked by 
snakes. 


"Oh, so that's where the backup snakes went." | said, feeling a little 
guilty for that. "But, to be fair, | did tell Luz we should've just gone 
with a display model of the scene instead of using any live animals." 


"But instead you took a bunch of wild snakes and brought them into 
your school for a book report." Dad said with a disappointed look on 
his face before he pulled out a batch of fireworks from Luz's yellow 
satchel. "And what about this?" | was surprised upon seeing the 
fireworks. 


"That's for the Act Three closer," | said before | scowled at Luz, 
"which | thought we agreed not to do while using live snakes." 


"But the fireworks would have made our report look so cool." Luz 
said to me in defense. 


"Yeah, and burn the whole school down!" | told her. 


"Enough, both of you!" Dad said, stopping the argument between us. 


"Mija, | love your creativity," Mrs. Noceda said as she walked over 
and got on one knee in front of her daughter who looked down in 
despair, "but it's gotten out of hand. Do you remember why you were 
in the principal's office the last few times?" 


"Yes." Luz admitted, despairingly. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Surprised this isn't the first time Luz has been in here? Yeah, Luz 
had been coming to the principal's office a few times. It's not that 
she's a bad student, she works really hard. It's just that she tends to 
get a little... overboard with what she's doing, often leading to scares 
much like with our book report. There are some good examples of 
Luz going overboard. 


[Flashback 1] 

Like the time we tried out for the school play of Romeo and Juliet... 
"Oh, happy dagger," Luz said, acting as heartbroken Juliet and 
holding a spork like a knife while I'd laid on the ground as | acted like 
a dead Romeo, "give me death!" 


After she "stabbed" herself, | opened my eyes at the sound of 
clothes ripping to see Luz had torn open the top part of her costume, 
causing sausage to pop out before she fell to the ground with her act 
scaring all the other students and making them run off stage. 


[Flashback 2] 


Or the time in art class when we had to make sculptures... 


"Done." | said as | finished my mini-statue of a Silent Dragon. "Hey, 
Luz, how's your project coming?" The moment | looked over to her, | 


saw she made a wooden display with stuffed animal parts on top of 
it, a pigeon's head and legs replacing the ones for the squirrel body 
as she sewed them together. Curious, | looked at what she labeled it 
as and smiled at her efforts as | walked over with my art piece. "A 
baby griffon. That's neat." 


"Thanks. And it even haves the anatomically correct touch: spider 
breath." Luz said before she opened the beak of her griffon and a 
whole bunch of spiders crawled out, sending our class into a panic. 


[Flashback 3] 
Or the time Luz tried out for cheerleading. 


In the gym, | sat down at the bleachers as | watched the cheer 
tryouts go on, all who were participating wearing the proper uniform. 
| was there for moral support for Luz who actually looked great as a 
cheerleader. Things seemed to be going well until one girl did a 
backward summersault and finished it with a flip. 


"You think that's impressive?" Luz said as she dropped the pom- 
poms she was holding and turned away as she did something to 
herself. "Take a look at this." When she turned back around, she had 
her eyelids flipped over which even | was horrified by. "Bleep-bloop- 
bleep!" Just from seeing this, | watched as our fellow classmates ran 
away from Luz in horror. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Yeah, as much as I don't mind Luz pointing an effort into impressing 
everyone, | wish she didn't try to go over the top so much. 


"Well, to be fair, what happened with the griffon wasn't her fault." | 
said, trying to defend her. "Ben's the one who told her that griffons 
barf spiders." 


"And that's just her." Dad spoke up as walked over to me and 
kneeled down like Mrs. Noceda. "Ryuji, remember the times you 
were sent to the principal's office?" 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Yeah, I've been sent to the principal's office too, almost as much as 
Luz. The reason for that is that | tend to pick fights. But I did those 
for good reasons. Much like these... 


[Flashback 1] 


| was just walking around, minding my own business, when | turned 
to see one of the local bullies hanging a freshman from the flagpole. 
With no one doing anything to stop it, | stepped in, taught the bully a 
lesson with a little beating, and got the freshman down who was 
grateful for what I've done. 


[Flashback 2] 


In the hallway, | saw a group of bullies were about to stuff some kid 
into his locker and | went in and stuffed all three bullies into different 
lockers. 


"You think that's impressive?" Luz said as she dropped the pom- 
poms she was holding and turned away as she did something to 
herself. "Take a look at this." When she turned back around, she had 
her eyelids flipped over which even | was horrified by. "Bleep-bloop- 
bleep!" Just from seeing this, | watched as our fellow classmates ran 
away from Luz in horror. 


[Flashback 3] 


In the school cafeteria, | saw a bully picking on a dwerp, spilling milk 
on the kid's head. Right there and then, | went up, sending the bully's 
tray into his face and covering him in food, and tossed him into a 
trashcan. 


"Yeah, but those guys had it coming for picking on people like that." | 
told my dad. 


"Son, | love you care for others, but you can't pick a fight with every 
bully in this school." Dad said to me. "Especially when it gets you in 
trouble, much like when your anger gets the better of you." 


"It's not that bad." | told him, brushing it off. 


"Are you kidding?" Dad said with anger. "You landed a kid in the 
hospital!" 


"Hey, he made the mistake of picking on me!" | told him. "Especially 
when he called Mom a deadbeat runaway!" 


"Whoa, Ryuji! Calm down." Luz said managed to put a hand on my 
shoulder, managing to get me to calm myself. 


"Luz, Ryuji," Dad said as he calmed down as well, getting our 
attention. "As much as we love how you two being yourselves with 
your creativity and your compassion, it's getting out of hand. You're 
both in this office way too much." Me and Luz both looked down in 
shame. "Look, Camilla and | have been talking and we think it might 
be for the best if you went here for the summer." From there, the two 
of us looked up as Mrs. Noceda and Dad each gave me and Luz a 
brochure, what it was for is what shocked me. 


"Reality Check Camp? Think inside the box?" Luz read out loud. 


"What?" | said, expressing my shock. "Dad, you can't be serious!" 


"I'm sorry, Ryuji, but this is the best option." Dad told me. "I know this 
might not be to your liking, but you both need to know how to get a 
handle on things. We're just making sure you two will have the best 
life and this is the only way you can do that." 


"But, Dad..." | said as | was about to argue. 


"Please, just give ita chance. For me?" My dad asked witha 
begging smile. 


Seeing how there was no way to change his mind, | sighed in defeat 
and said "Fine. I'll go to the camp." 


"And I'll be there with him!" Luz spoke up. "Don't worry, Mom and Mr. 
Frank. We won't let you down!" 


"Yeah, no more trouble and weirdness!" | said before the snake Luz 
jumped out of her hand and attacked Principal Hal, shocking all of 
us. "Starting now." 


After helping Principal Hal with the snake, me and Luz went back 
home with our respective parents. | stayed silent the whole drive and 
spoke out once we got to the house. 


"| can't believe this!" | said as we walked inside. "Dad, how can you 
possibly go along with this?" 


"Ryuji..." Dad said as we walked into the living room, but | kept on 
going. 


"| mean, seriously! That camp is everything me and Luz hate!" 
"Ryuji." 
"| mean, you might as well just send us off to juvie for all | care!" 


"Ryuji!" Dad got me to stop by kneeling down and grabbing both my 
shoulders, where | then saw the smile he had. "Calm down. You're 


going to the camp." 

| was shocked by this. "What? But you said..." 

"| only said that so Camilla would think you're at summer camp and 
not worry. Like | would send you to someplace like that." Dad took 

the brochure he gave me and tossed it aside. "That camp wouldn't 
do you any favors, especially with your condition. There's only one 
place that can handle something like you." 

"And that would be?" 

"The Boiling Isles." What he said left me in awe. 


"The Boiling Isles? I'm going to the Boiling Isles?" | was absolutely 
speechless. 


"That's right. You'll be staying with Eda, a local witch on the Isles 
who can help you with your curse." 


"She knows about my curse?" 


"Yes. We've actually talked about sending you to her for a while and | 
think now's the time." 


"How can she help me?" 


"You can say she's sort of an expert in a situation like yours. If 
anyone can help you get control of your curse, it's her." 


| smiled as | was beyond words of being happy. "Dad, this is great! 
Not only can | get control of my curse, but now Luz and | can enjoy 
our summer! Wait until | tell her the good news!" 


"Wait, wait, wait! Hold on." Dad said before | had a chance to pull out 
my phone. "What makes you think Luz is going to Boiling Isles?" 


"Well, you said that you only told Mrs. Noceda you were sending us 
to Reality Check Camp as an excuse..." 


"| said that as an excuse for sending you there, Ryuji. Luz will be 
going to the summer camp, you'll be going to Isles alone." 


"What?" | was shocked by this. 
"I'm sorry, Ryuji, but this plan only involved you going to the Isles." 
"Well, can't you just change it so Luz can come with me?" 


"I'm sorry, but it's too late. Camilla already signed Luz up for that 
camp. Besides, if she goes to the Isles, it's only gonna get ugly." 


"She can handle ugly, trust me." 

Dad then gave me a stern look. "Not this time." 
After a brief moment, | went on and said "Bull crap!" 
"Ryuji!" Dad was shocked by this. 


"Sorry for the rude language, Dad, but this isn't fair. Luz deserves to 
see the Boiling Isles just much as | do!" 


Dad then sighed as he gave me a sad look. "Look, | don't want to 
split you two up, but this is the only solution we got. Don't worry, | bet 
you'll have plenty of fun on the Isles." 


"But what about Luz?" | looked at Dad with the worry | was feeling 
for Luz. "She'll be all alone at that summer camp. Why can't she go 
with me to a place where she can enjoy herself?" 


"Ryuji, | understand that you don't want Luz to be miserable, but this 
is for the best. While the Boiling Isles is full of wonder, it's also full of 
great danger, danger of which I'm not sure a human like Luz can be 
able to handle. It's better off that she goes to someplace she can 
handle as much as sending you to a place that you can handle." 


"But, Dad..." 


"Please, son. It'll only be for three months. By then, you and Luz will 
see each other again. | promise. Just bear with it, okay?" 


Though | wanted to argue, | saw that he was right, gave up, and said 
"Okay." 


"That's my boy." Dad smiled as he ruffled my hair before he stood 
up. "Now, go and pack your things. You'll be leaving tomorrow." 


"Got it, Dad." | said with despair as | walked over to my room to get 
to packing. 


[No one's view] 


Watching his son walk up the stairs to the second floor, Axel tried his 
best to smile while feeling bad for having his son do what he doesn't 
want to do. As soon as Ryuji was out of sight, Axel lost his smile and 
sighed in despair. This lasted for a moment before he heard a chirp 
and watched as Falcona landed on a nearby chair, the bird giving 
him a questioning look. 


"Stop looking at me like that." Axel said to her. "This is for the best. 
Eda's the only chance Ryuji's got to get a real handle on his curse. 
He'll thank me for this when he gets back." Falcona rolled her eyes 
at this. "What do you expect me to do? Just let Luz run around the 
Isles and hope doesn't get eaten or killed? My son can't afford to 
have such weight like that on his shoulders." Falcona then gave a 
few chirps which causes Axel to scowl at her. "That is completely 
different! | stuck by her to help with her curse for | cared for her and | 
could handle myself." Falcona chirped again. "Hey, | didn't want her 
to leave any more than she did, especially if it meant her missing out 
on our youngest son's life and seeing him grow up, but that was for 
the best and we both agreed to it." The falcon regained her 
questioning look as she chirp again. "Why are we talking about this? 
This is not about me, this is not about her, it's about my son and 
what's best for him. My decision's final. Ryuji will go to the Boiling 
Isles so Eda can teach him how to manage his curse better and Luz 


will not be going with him." Axel then began walking away. "It's only 
for three months, it's not like he's going to war." 


As he walked away out of sight, Falcona could only shake her head 
in disappointment before she then flew away. 


[Ryuji] 


The next morning, | was standing in the living room with everything | 
need to go to the Boiling Isles, still pretty saddened by the fact that | 
was going to the Isles while Luz was stuck at summer camp. 


"Morning, son." Dad said as | turned around to see him walking up to 
me with a smile on his face. 


"Morning, Dad." | said, still feeling depressed. 


"Ready for the Boiling Isles?" Dad asked, still smiling. "Got your 
guidebooks? Got your sword?" 


"Yeah, got the books in the bag and Saisho on my back." | 
answered, patting my black backpack which was placed over my 
sheathed odachi in my weapon's strap. 


"That's my boy." Dad said as he ruffled my hair before placing that 
hand on my shoulder. "Oh, | just know you're gonna have a great 
time." 


"Yeah, while Luz is stuck in a place filled with what sounds like 
torture to me." | sourly said. 


"Look, | know you're still upset about Luz going to that summer camp 
alone, but this is for the best. Besides, | think she'll have a great. 
She haves a magnetic personality. She already made good friends 
with some of your cousins in just the few moments she spent with 
them." 


"Yeah, but those were people from another world and ones who 
actually like how she is." | pointed out. "The kids of this town think of 
her as a weirdo and the kids at that camp might think the same. She 
should come with me to the Isles or | should go with her to the camp 
so she isn't miserable. Didn't you say that us weirdos have to stick 
together?" 


"| know, but this is the only option we have that can help you and 
make sure Luz is safe. You understand?" 


"Yeah, | guess." | said, giving up the fight. 


"By the way, thanks to the portal between here and the Boiling Isles, 
you'll still have pretty good cell reception. Once you get settled in at 
Eda's place, | want you to text her and tell her where you are. I'm not 
going to let you leave her in the dark the whole summer, especially 
considering the fact that she knows the truth about our family. Plus, | 
think having a little pen pal might do you some good." 


| smiled a bit at that. "Thanks, Dad. | will." 


"Good. Now we just have to wait until your way to Isles gets here." 
What he said made me a little confused until our attention was 
dragged to the sound of cluttering outside. "And | bet that's her." 


Walking outside, | was surprised to find someone in a red cloak by 
our trashcan over at the sidewalk, the person had pulled the trash 
bag out of the can and was now digging through it while another bag 
sat behind them. 


"Dad, who's that?" | asked with a bit of concern and confusion. 
"That's your way to the Isles." Dad said with a smile before he 
started walking over to the stranger. "Hello, Juni. Nice day we're 
having.” 


"Oh, hey, Mr. F." the stranger said as they looked up for a moment 
before looking back down to continue rummaging through the trash, 


their voice sounding like a girl. 


"Hey, | got a favor to ask you.” Dad said. "I know you don't usually 
like tagalongs except Owlbert, but | was hoping you could take 
someone back with you." From that, Juniper stopped and slowly 
stood up. 


"Why?" Juniper asked with a questioning tone. 

"It's just Something Eda and | had been talking about." Dad told her. 
"Look, Eda will explain what's going on to you if you do this. So will 
you do it?" 


"Depends. What's in it for me?" Juniper asked. 


"Well, | think | have something you might be interested in." Dad then 
gave a whistle and it wasn't long until our resident falcon Falcona 
flew in through the door with a book in her talons which he motions 
to with one hand as Juniper looks at it with shock. 


"Is that The Dark Crystal ?" Juniper said, sounding in awe. "I've been 
looking for that for months! Where'd you get that?" 


"Bought it at a book fair." Dad said. "Seeing how much of a fantasy 
book fan you are, | thought you might want it." 


"Oh, gimme, gimme!" Juniper tried to jump and grab the book, but 
Falcona flew up out of her reach. 


"It's yours... if you do me this one little favor. Sound good?" 
"Bribery. Huh, never took you for that kind of guy." 

"| can be pretty sly when | need to. So will you do it?" 

"Eh, | guess. | mean, it's only one person, nothing | can handle." 


"Good. Then here's your payment." Dad then nodded to Falcona 
who then dropped the book down to Juniper who caught the book in 


her hands and held it close while Falcona flew back into the house. 
"Now that's settled, let me introduce you to who will be 
accompanying you." 


"Hold on, Dad." | said as | walked over. "As much as | would like to 
go to the Isles, I'm not so sure if I'm going to follow some stranger 
who just dug through our trash." 


"Oh, | think you might reconsider seeing who will be taking you to the 
Isles." Dad said to me as he walked over to Juniper and pulled down 
her hood. 


She had ivory skin and thick, long hair that's orange like mine along 
a chipped tooth and two different colored eyes like me, only that she 
had gold yellow left eye and a silver gray right eye. Seeing her 
pointed ears, | gasped as | realized what she was. 


"She's a witch?" | asked, speechless by this. 


"That's right." Dad said as he walked over to me. "Ryuji, I'd like you 
to meet Juniper Clawthorne, Eda's daughter. Juni, this is my son 
Ryuji." 


"Hey, what's up?" She casually said with a smile. 


"Yeah, nice to meet ya." | said, feeling a little awkward around her. "I 
see you're a fan of fantasy. Just some random question, but do you 
like The Good Witch Azura ?" 


"What? Ew! No!" She said. "I touched a lot of garbage, but that is 
trash | never want to touch. | don't know why anyone reads that 
nerdy junk." 


"Hey, I'll have you know The Good Witch Azura is a very good series 
with a strong fan base!" | said with a glare, not liking her comment on 
my favorite book series. "If you read it, you would know that." 


"Yeah, sorry, but | don't read crap." She said with a smug, getting a 
growl out of me. 


"Okay, enough, you two." Dad said, stopping the argument. "This is 
no time for arguing. Juniper, just take Ryuji to the Isles and try not to 
rile him up, please?" 


"Alright, but | can't make any promises on not riling up your nerdy 
son." Juniper said with a bored expression. 


"Good enough. Now, Ryuji," Dad said as he then handed me a letter, 
"when you see Eda, give her this. This will explain to her as to why 
you're there at the Isles and that you'll be staying with her and 
Juniper." 


"Wait, this nerd is staying at the Owl House?" Juniper asked in 
shock. 


"Just for three months. Bear with it, Juni." Dad told her before he 
turned to me. "Okay, I'll see you when you get back. Love you, 
Ryuji." 


"Love ya too, Dad." | said before | then walked over to Juniper. 
"Alright, Juni. Lead the way." 


"Okay, just keep up." Juniper said as she put her hood back before 
she picked up the trash bag behind her with one hand and held the 
book in the other. 


From there, we then started walking across the street and headed 
for the woods. 


[No one's view] 


When the two teenagers walked out of sight, Axel chuckled as he 
kept that smile of his. 


"Wow. First day meeting each other and they already got into an 
argument." Axel said to himself before he then picked up the trash 


bad and began picking up the garbage Juniper tossed out onto the 
ground. "Hope you're ready for that, Eda." 


Elsewhere nearby, Luz was standing outside her house as she 
waited for the bus to take her to summer camp while she hanged her 
to show her displeasure with doing so. 


"Oh, my baby." Her mother Camilla said as she came out of the 
house and walked over to her daughter before hugging her witha 
smile. "Don't worry. It'll be for three months and | know you are going 
to have so much fun. You'll be so busy balancing checkbooks and 
learning to... appreciate public radio that the time will just fly by. 


"That sounds like torture." Minato said. 


"But, Mom, | don't like any of that stuff." Luz said before pulling out 
her copy of The Good Witch Azura . "| like fantasy books with 
convoluted backstories and anime." 


"Mija, you can't keep living in a fantasy world forever." Camilla said 
to her. "It's about time you start making friends." 


"But | already got plenty of friends, like Ryuji." Luz said to her. 


"Yes, but Ryuji is the only friend you have that you've been able to 
see and the only one you have in school." Camilla told her. "You 
need to meet people, ones who aren't fictional or reptilian." Luz then 
frowns as she then walks over to the nearby trash can, taking in her 
mother's words. "You may not like it, but this summer camp is what 
you need, a chance for you to make some friends. But you won't do 
that if you don't try. Can you do that?" 


"Yes, Mom." Luz then gently placed her book on top of the garbage. 
"| guess it won't be so bad. | mean, Ryuji's coming with me. Maybe 
he and | can have some fun." 


"That's the spirit." Camilla smiled before she got a notification on her 
phone. "I got to get to work." She then walked over to Luz and gave 

her depressed daughter a kiss on the forehead. "Your bus is coming 
soon. Text me when you get settled in. Cuídate mucho, mija. Qué te 
vaya bien." 


"Bye, Mom." Luz said as she looked at the ground, her mother 
walking away. 


After Camilla was out of sight, Luz then went back to the trashcan to 
get her book only to find it gone. 


"My book! No, no, no!" Luz panicked as she began digging through 
the trash. "Where is it? Where is it?" She stopped after she heard a 
hoot and look over across the street to see a small, brown owl with 
yellow eyes as it was dragging a small bag. She gasped in shock 
when she saw her book inside the bag. "My book!" The owl stopped 
as it heard her before it then began to hurriedly hop away. "Tiny 
trash thief!" 


With that, Luz went across the street and gave chase after the owl 
who was surprisingly much faster than she originally thought. 
Stopping to catch her breath, she sees the owl hopping toward what 
appeared to be an abandoned cabin which had an eerie aura around 
it. Hearing other people coming her way, Luz quickly hid behind 
some bushes and watched-much to her surprise-as Juniper and 
Ryuji walked onto the scene. 


"You're seriously crushing on Noelle Silva, the water magic Black 
Bull Magic Knight tsundere?" Ryuji said with a raised brow and an 
amused smile. 


"Yeah. You may not like it, but | kind of find it hot with how harsh and 
cold she tries to be with her prissy royalness." Juniper said before 
she gained a sly smile and a blush. "Not to mention she's got a really 
smoking bod." 


"First lesbian witch | meet and it's someone who crushes on girls like 
Noelle." Ryuji said to her. 


"Screw you, dude.” Juniper said as Ryuji chuckled. 


"Okay, SO are we anywhere close to where we need to go?" Ryuji 
asked. 


"We're already here." Juniper then motioned to the cabin beside 
them, Ryuji becoming confused by the sight of it. 


"Wait, you brought out here to this old place? Nobody's been in this 
house for decades." 


"Yeah, and for good reason which happens to be with how we're 
going to the Isles." Hearing a hoot, the two redheads look over to 
see the little owl on the porch. 


"Hey, Owlbert. Did you find some stuff?" Juniper said as she walked 
over to it, getting a hoot and the little owl now identified as Owlbert 
showing its bag in response. "Yeah, me too. I'm telling ya, it's 
amazing what humans can throw away. Some of this stuff is still 
good." 


"Well, that's how some people are." Ryuji said as he walked up onto 
the porch. "When they get tired of stuff, they usually just get rid of it, 
even if it's not broken. So that little owl there, you call him Owlbert?" 


"Yeah. That's the name Mom gave him." Juniper told him as Owlbert 
stood behind her. 


"Oh, so he's Eda's. A classic witches owl." Ryuji chuckled a bit at the 
thought. "Okay, so is the way to the Isles inside the cabin or 
something?" 


"No, the cabin is the way to the Isles." Juniper then motioned to the 
hanging open door. "Just have to step through that door and we're 
there." 


With that, Juniper then went into the house with Owlbert. Ryuji stood 
there for a moment before he took a deep breath and walked 
through the door with determination. 


After the three were through the door, Luz got out of the bushes and 
looked reluctant at first to enter. She was confused as she had no 
idea why Ryuji was here or who the girl with him was or why they 
were traveling with the owl who stole her book. She was also quite 
afraid as she was creeped out by the cabin. But, with a growl of 
determination to get her book back, she pushed away the fear and 
confusion before she ran inside the cabin. After she does, the door 
slams behind her and golden lights shine from the cracks of it. 


[Ryuji] 


After going through the door, | looked around to find myself in what 
looked like a tent full of kinds of random stuff with some of it being in 
cardboard boxes, some in a shopping cart, and some hung up on 
coat racks. | turned around to the door | went through and tilted ita 
bit to see the back of it was brown with a bronze door knob attached 
to a matching lock at the center of it and a big, yellow, slit pupil eye 
above it. Recognizing its similar design, | knew what it was. 


"A portal door. Now that makes sense." | said before | turned to 
Juniper who had a smile on her face. "Hey, Juni. Where exactly in 
the Isles are we?" 


"Just in the local town. This is my mom's shop." Juniper told me. 
"Now, come on. She's out front." With that, | then walked with her as 
we and Owlbert went out of the tent. 


[No one's view] 
After the three left the tent, Luz then came in through the door and 


stopped once she saw the tent she was inside of, not the cabin she 
was expecting. 


"Whoa. | thought | had a lot of weird stuff." Luz said with surprise 
before she picked up what appeared to be a makeshift doll with a 
clothes hanger sticking out of its head. "But this? This is impressive. 
Okay, got to focus. Now where is Ryuji?" As she looked around for 
her friend, Luz didn't notice the doll's arms reaching out for her. 


"Finally! You're back!" A female voice said, causing Luz to duck down 
and drop the doll in shock. 


"Sorry for the wait. Just grabbed whatever | could." Juniper said as 
Luz got up and walked over to the flaps of the tent. "Almost got 
caught too." Opening up the flaps a bit, Luz watches as Juniper, 
Owlbert, and Ryuji stood in front of a woman with a voluptuous 
woman with gray hair resembling Juniper's dressed in a red, no- 
sleeve dress (that seemed to be skin-tight as expressed by her big 
chest) with a torn skirt that revealed her right leg along with the gray 
leggings, a pair of red heeled boots, a yellow jewel on her chest, and 
a green headscarf patterned in white spots that covered her ears. 
"Also | got a little tag-along with me." 


"That's okay. Wait." The woman said before she crossed her arms. 
"Are you saying you brought someone back with you?" 


"Relax, Mom. It's just a random kid Mr. Frank stuck me with." Juniper 
told her, revealing the woman to be Eda. "Told me to bring him to 
you." 


"Wait, Axel told you to bring someone to me?" Eda asked with 
surprise. 


"Um... hello." Ryuji nervously greeted as he stepped forward. "You 
must be Eda. I'm Ryuji. My dad told me to see you?" After a moment 
of silence, Ryuji looks at a surprised Eda with a confused look. "Uh, 
Mrs. Eda? Are you okay?" 


"What? Oh, yeah, I'm fine." Eda said, snapping out of her thoughts 
and recomposing herself. "Anyway, what brings you here to the 
Boiling Isles?" 


"Well, my dad told me to give you this, saying it would explain 
everything to you." Ryuji said, holding out the letter his father gave 
him which Eda quickly takes and looks it over. 


"I'll look this over once we get back to the house." Eda said, stashing 
the letter away in her hair before she picks up a wooden staff which 
Owlbert flies up to sit on top of. "Anyway, let's see what we got here." 
She then grabbed Owlbert and spun him around on the staff, the owl 
turning into wood after Eda gave him three turns. Both Luz and Ryuji 
gasp in surprise with Luz going unnoticed. 


"Whoa! A palisman! That's so cool!" Ryuji said with a smile. 


"Just you wait, kid. | got more cool stuff you can see." Eda said as 
she put her staff on the ground before she picked up one of the bags 
in front of her and began rummaging through it. "Now let's see 
here..." First, she pulls out a smartphone. "Garbage." She tosses it 
aside and Juniper catches it. 


"Eh, it's broken." the young witch said before tossing it aside. 
"Garbage." Eda said as she pulled out a diamond ring. 

"I'll take that." Juniper said as she snatched the ring from her. 
"What? You looking for a wife?" Eda asked, teasingly. 


"Pff! Nah!" Juniper replied as she put the ring on her finger. "Just 
wanted a new accessory." 


"Garbage." Eda said as she pulled out and then tossed away a fancy 
grail. She gasps in excitement at what she finds next. "Now this..." 
Eda stood proudly as she wears a set of googly eye glasses where 
the eyes pop out while hanging from springs. "This will make us 
rich!" 


"Yeah, | don't think so." Ryuji said, causing Juniper to chuckle. 
"Okay, let me see if | got this right. You two collect items that were 


thrown away in the human world and sell them here in the Isles?" 


"Bingo! | see you got your dad's brains." Eda said as she then ruffled 
Ryuji's hair before looking at Juniper. "By the way, how did old Axel 
get you to get his boy here?" 


"Oh, he got me this." Juniper said as she held up the book Axel gave 
her. 


"Ugh!" Eda groaned before she continued digging through the bag. 
"Juni, that fantasy stuff humans make up ain't nothing compared to 
what it's like here." Eda commented digging through her bag. 


"So what? You got your hobbies, | got mine." Her daughter 
countered. 


"Can't argue there." Eda said as she then pulled out Luz's book. 
"You want this?" 


"Ha! Yeah, no thanks." Juniper laughed lightly. "I prefer what | just 
found in the garbage than that." 


"Alright, if you say so." Eda said before she held the book over a lit 
candle she had on a nearby table. "At least this'll make good 
kindling." Luz gasps in shock at this before Ryuji spoke up. 


"Um, Eda? | don't think you should..." Before he could finish, Luz ran 
out over to Eda. 


"Excuse me! Sorry, it's mine! Thank you!" Luz instantly said as she 
quickly swiped the book out of Eda's hands and ran back into the 
tent. 


"Luz?" Ryuji said, just as surprised as the mother and daughter as 
the young human ran for the door. 


Before she could go through, Luz stopped and watched as the door 
suddenly closed and folded three times into the shape of a suitcase. 
She turns around to see Eda and Juniper standing behind her, Eda 


holding a dark bronze key with the same eye as the door while her 
daughter glared at Luz with her arms crossed. 


"You're not going anywhere." Eda said as she took off the fake 
glasses to reveal she was giving the same glare as Juniper. 


"Whoa, whoa, whoa! Hang on a minute!" Ryuji said as he came over 
and stood in front of the Clawthornes, Luz quickly putting her book in 
her bag. "Let's all just take it easy and..." Ryuji turns his head to see 
a panicking Luz going under the tarp of the tent. "Luz, wait!" 


After leaving the tent, Luz tried to make a run for it, but soon stopped 
skidding to a halt at a cliff, gasping in shock at what was before her. 
From the height she was on, she laid her eyes upon a very strange 
and unusual-looking city with many of the buildings looking like they 
were alive. A winged serpent creature was flying across the air 
before getting snatched by a hand held up in the air, the hand getting 
dragging it down. The city was full of towns folk were defiantly not 
human, some of them being just plain weird, in all different forms, 
shapes, and sizes along with different features. They all act casual 
even with all the unusual events happening around them such as 
one of them being eaten by an ice cream served by a vendor, a giant 
bird-looking creature with loud footsteps walking by, and a large 
caterpillar-like creature with a human face opening its mouth to 
release a smaller winged creature which he kisses before the two 
split off in different directions. 


"Oh, no, no, no, no! What's going on?" Luz said as she was starting 
to freak out and backed up in fear. "Aah!" After she yelped, Luz 
calmed down upon seeing a cute, little pink fairy fly up to her to 
which she shrugged her shoulders with a nervous smile. "Oh, hello, 
little fairy. Are you going to tell me this is all a fantastical dream?" 


"Give me your skin!" The fairy yelled, opening its mouth as it 
extended to reveal a large set of teeth and causing Luz to scream. 


"Hi-yah!" Ryuji yelled as he came in and swat the fairy to the ground 
with a karate chop before he turned to Luz with a look of concern. 


"Luz, are you okay?" 
"Ryuji!" Luz said as she caught him in a hug, surprising him. 


"Whoa! Hey!" Ryuji said as he smiled and hugged her back in 
comforting reassurance. "It's okay. You're safe." 


"Ryuji, where are we? Did we die?" Luz asked as she shook with her 
growing fear. "Are we in the bad place?" 


"You wish." Juniper said with a nonchalant look as she popped up 
behind them, surprising them. 


Looking in front of them, Luz gave a look of terror as Eda appeared 
and glared at them, Ryuji giving a nervous chuckle. 


[Ryuji] 


With me comforting Luz, me, Juniper, and Eda took my human friend 
back to the front of the tent where we broke away from each other so 
we could talk. 


"Luz, what are you doing?" | asked her. 

"I'm so sorry! | just wanted my book!" Luz said in a panic before she 
turned to the two witches behind the counter. "Are you two going to 
eat my skin? If you are, do it quick! Just do it now!" Luz held out her 
arm as she closed her eyes and turned her head away. 


In the moment of silence, Eda and Juniper exclaimed a look of 
confusion at each and then back at her from upon what the human 
girl said. 


"Eat you?" Eda said, breaking the silence. "Why would we eat... a 
potential customer?" 


"Yeah, especially a cute one." Juniper said, giving Luz a sly smile. 


"Juni, don't start." Eda said, giving her daughter a flat look. 


"Oh, Mom!" Juniper said with a pout. 


| smiled a bit at this before | turned to see Luz had lowered her arm 
as she looked at the mother and daughter in surprise. 


"Luz, they're just shopkeepers." | told my friend. "Ones who sell 
human junk to saps." 


"We prefer to call them 'human collectibles'." Eda said. 


"She means she prefers to call them that." Juniper said to us under 
her breath before her mother went on to try and make a sale. 


"Can | offer you a human foot filled with holes?" Eda said as she 
brought out a green croc shoe. "A bar of green human candy?" She 
then pulled out a small deodorant. "Oh, oh!" She then pulled out a 
small portable TV that showed Luz's reflection on its black screen. 
"How about this black shadowbox that reflects only sadness?" 
Seeing her smile, me and Luz couldn't help but laugh a little at how 
Eda was acting. 


"Juni, your mom is something else." | said to the witch girl. "Starting 
out angry at Luz and just switching gears to sell her all this junk you 
picked out of the trash? Ha-ha!" 


"Ugh! | know." Juniper said as she rubbed her temples in annoyance. 
"SO embarrassing." 


"That's not all it can do. Here, let me see it." Luz said as she took the 
TV and looked around until she found a small dish filled with all sorts 
of different stuff labeled "Human Candy". Taking two batteries out of 
the dish, she placed the batteries in the TV and turned it on before 
putting it on the table, the screen now showing what looked like a 
workout video from a few decades ago. "Viola!" 


The TV soon drags the attention of other shoppers around the street, 
alluring them over to the shop as they then try to buy it. Me and Luz 
soon moved to the side as a crowd of customers came to the table. 


"I'll pay forty snails for the screaming box!" 

"I'll give you a hundred!" 

"Can | eat the tiny person inside?" 

"Huh. Hey, kid." Eda said, smiling at Luz. "What's your name?" 


"I'm Luz, Luz Noceda." Luz introduced herself with a smile of her 
own. 


"Well, Luz, that was pretty clever." Eda said she took the money from 
the offering customers. "Real quick thinking... for a human." 


"That's kind of a weird thing for another human to say." Luz said with 
a raised brow in amusement. 


"Um, Luz?" | said with an amused smile. "They're not human. Look." 
| then pulled down Juniper's hood to reveal her witch ears. 


"Hey!" Juniper said as she gave me a glare, pulling her hood back 
up. 


"Your friend there is right, dear child." Eda said as she then took off 
the headscarf to reveal her own witch ears. "I'm not like you." 


"Oh, no. Here we go." Juniper said with exasperation. 


"I'm Eda the Owl Lady," Eda exclaimed as she then got up on the 
table, "the most witch on the Boiling Isles!" 


"A witch?" Luz said in awe. 
"Most powerful on the Boiling Isles?" | said, feeling much the same. 
"That's right, kiddo." Eda said. "I am respected, feared..." 


"Busted!" A voice said as a fist smashed the TV, causing the crowd 
to scatter. | looked to see a large man with a pointy mask standing in 


front of the table. 
"Run! It's a coven guard!" One of the customers said as he ran away. 


"Eda the Owl Lady, you are under arrest for misuse of magic and 
demonic misdemeanors." The guard said as he held up a wanted 
poster with a picture of her and some odd-looking demon along with 
a reward of what looked like one million dollars. 


"Back off, bub!" Juniper said as she got in front of him with a glare. 
"Unless you want to get cooked." 


"Heh. Don't think you scare me..." The guard said as he then took 
her hood off to reveal her glaring face. "Juniper the Demon Flame, 
wanted for the same crimes as the Owl Lady, the destruction of 
public property, and assaulting multiple guards." He then pulled out a 
wanted poster with Juniper on it and a reward of five thousand 
dollars. 


"Whoa! Witch criminals!" Luz said with surprise as we tucked down 
by the table. 


"Haven't been here for at least a week and | already bumped into 
two criminals." | said, shocked by this. 


"You two are ordered to come with me to the Conformatorium!" He 
said, grabbing the witches. 


"Would you guys get a life and stop following us?" Eda said as she 
and Juniper pulled out of the guards’ grasp, Juniper going from 
under the table to join her mother. "We haven't done squat." The 
guard then looked and saw me and Luz hiding by the table. 


"And you two are under arrest!" the guard said as he picked us both 
up. "For fraternizing with a criminal!" 


"Hey, we barely know these two!" | said in defense. "You can't arrest 
us!" 


"Yeah, not cool!" Luz said, holding her legs close. 


"Alright, alright. Just let us get our-is that the Emperor?" Juniper 
quickly yelled at the top of her lungs as she pointed right behind the 
guard. 


"Where?" The guard said as he turned his head. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


He did not just fall for that. 


"Oof!" The guard failed to see Eda grab her staff as she then used it 
to hit him in the head, revealing it to have been the old "Look over 
there" trick Juniper used to give her mother a chance. 


After he got hit, he lost his grip and me and Luz ran off to the side as 
we watched the guard tumble to the ground. 


"That's my girl." Eda said with a proud smile before stamping her 
staff on the ground, using her magic to lift the table and all the things 
she had set up in front of the tent before using a big green cloth to 
put it all together in one bag which she placed on her staff to make it 
a bindle. 


"Got the portal, Mom!" Juniper said as she came out with the folded- 
up portal, holding it by the handle made for portable use. 


"Right, can't forget that, now can we? Now let's go!" Eda said before 
she and her daughter ran off. "Follow us, kids!" With that, me and 
Luz then followed the Clawthornes as the four of us all ran. 

[No one's view] 


After a moment, the guard begins to wake up as he rubs his head in 
pain before he then notices the four running away. 


"Hey, get back here!" he said as he got up and started to give chase. 
[Ryuji] 


"When Dad told me about you, he didn't say anything about you 
being a witch criminal!" | said to Eda as we ran. "If | knew that if we 
were gonna be chased by the authorities, | wouldn't have come to 
you!" 


"Hey, this wouldn't have happened if your human friend didn't get her 
going and making Mom expose herself!" Juniper countered. 


"| didn't know!" Luz said with a look of fear. "This is crazy! If | get 
arrested, my mom will kill me!" 


"Don't worry, I'm not letting anything happen to you two." Eda said. 
"Especially you, kid. A human like you is much more valuable to me 
and Juni alive than dead." 


"Huh? What's that supposed to..." Before | could even finish, Eda 
grabbed us both while Juniper grabbed her staff with her free hand. 


"Let's fly!" Eda said befor Owlbert's eyes opened up to reveal them 
glowing yellow as he spread his wings. With that, she then put me 
and Luz on her staff while Juniper got on behind her before the staff 
took off with all of us on it. "Whoooo-hoooo!" 


[No one's view] 
"You won't get away with this, Owl Lady!" the guard said as he 
stopped where the four took off before he paused at what he said. 


"Yeah, all right. You did. You got away with it. She got away with it, 
everybody!" He then slouched before he walked away. "Typical." 


[Ryuji] 


After getting far enough away from that guard along with me getting 
over my shook nerves from the sudden escape, | then took the 
moment to express my anger to Eda for taking me and Luz by 
surprise. 


"Geez! Couldn't give us a warning before taking us flying on your 
staff?" | said with a glare directed at her as | held onto the staff with 
both hands. 


"Hey, we got away, didn't we?" Eda said, her casual tone getting a 
growl out of me. 


| soon calmed down when | noticed Luz hold onto the staff, not 
hiding how tense she was with her eyes closed in fear. 


"Luz, we're safe." | said to her with a reassuring smile. "You can 
Open your eyes now." Luz did that and then did the one thing 
everyone does with it: look down to see if they're up high or not. 
Seeing we were way high up, Luz freaked her out and almost slip 
before she then wrapped her arms around my waist. "Whoa, hey! 
Calm down. You're okay." 


"This is crazy. Flying staffs, monsters, and witches?" Luz said as she 
listed everything she saw, looking at Eda and Juniper with that last 
one before looking around. "Ryuji, what is this place?" 


"This is the Boiling Isles, where every myth you humans have came 
from, caused by a little of our world leaking into yours." Eda said, 
explaining things. 


"The Boiling Isles?" Luz said before she gasped in realization. "Wait, 
Ryuji, is this the place where..." 


"Yeah, this is where my dad met my mom and learned magic." | said 
before looking down to see something flying up next to us from 
below. "Hey, look at that!" 


"A griffin!" Luz said with a smile on her face as the griffin flew into 
sight. After giving a screech, the griffin then spat out a swarm of 
spiders downward, exciting Luz even more. "And it's got spider 
breath!" 


"Huh. What do you know?" | said, surprised by this. "Big bro wasn't 
lying." | then turned to Eda. "So this place has stuff like that?" 


"Yep, we got all of them." Eda said before she started listing them. 
"Griffins, vampires, giraffes..." 


"Giraffes?" | asked. 


"Yeah, we banished them. We also banished skunks." Juniper said 
as we landed, she and her mother getting off while me and Luz sat 
on the floating staff with Luz unwrapping her arms from me. "All a 
bunch of freaks." As we were absorbing it all, me and Luz heard 
knuckles cracking and looked over to see a disembodied hand 
gripping the staff. 


"Aaaah!" We both screamed as we jumped off the staff in fear. 
"Uh, Mom?" Juniper said, pointing to the hand. "Your hand?" 


"Whoops! Sorry." Eda said as she took the hand, revealing it to be 
hers as she then reattached it to her arm. "That happens 
sometimes." After getting to my feet, | then went on to help Luz to 
her feet. 


"Well, I've had enough adventure for one day." Luz said as she 
walked forward. "This is clearly not the PG fantasy world | always 
dreamed about, so | think I'll go home now." 


"Yeah, you mind sending her back to the human world?" | put in, 
talking to Eda. 


"Sure..." She said before she pointed her staff at me, "but only if you 
and her help us first." She then laughed a little before she started 


walking away. "Follow me, kids!" 


"Is she always like this?" | asked Juniper who had picked the bindle 
bag off the ground to carry it. 


"Dude, | can tell you stories." Juniper said as she, me, and Luz 
started walking after Eda. 


"SO, Ryuji," Luz said to me, "back there, | heard you talking with Eda 
and it sounded like she knows you." 


"Yeah, she's actually a friend of my dad's." | told her as we walked. 
"He always told me he had made friends on the Isles when he was 
my age." 


"Whoa." Luz said with eyes widened in awe. 


After walking through that forest for a while, we soon came to a big 
cottage with a big tower behind it. The house itself was unique with a 
ceramic window that made it look like the house had one big eye, a 
weather vane with a gold owl on top of it, a side door close to the 
front door, and a roof over where the front door was. 


"Here we are. Home, sweet home." Juniper said as we walked to the 
front door. 


"Hey, aren't you worried about those guards finding us?" Luz asked 
with concern. 


"Don't worry. Our house has a state-of-the-art defense system." 
Juniper answered. "Plus, most of them are really dumb." 


"| see some owl décor here." | said as | walked up and looked at the 
owl face on the door. 


"Hello!" the face said to me. 


"Aah!" | said as | jumped in surprise. 


"Whoa, take it easy." Juniper said, trying to calm me down. "That's 
just our house demon Hooty." 


"Hooty?" | asked with a raised brow. 


"Hoot-hoot. Password, please." Hooty said and Juniper was about to 
say something when Eda came up and poked the house demon in 
the eyes. "Aah!" 


"We got no time for this, Hooty." Eda said with a deadpanned look 
while Juniper gave a pout of disappointment. "Let us in." 


"All right, all right! Geez!" Hooty said to her with a glare. "You never 
wanna have any fun. Ow! Hoot!" With that, the door swung open, 
allowing us to enter. After we did, the door closed behind us as we 
found ourselves in a dark room. 


"Alright, kids. Welcome to..." Eda said before she snapped her 
fingers, causing candles to light up and a fireplace to blaze to reveal 
the living room set with a couch, a couple of nesting tables, two 
chests, and a wall of random décor which included framed wanted 
posters of Eda and Juniper. 


All around, different items began to move around on their own 
cleaning such as a broom as it swept around. Looking to the ceiling, 
me and Luz watched as the lines of some a symbol resembling an 
owl-like creature lit up in gold light. Needless to say, both me and 
Luz were amazed by this. 


"This is where we hide away from the pressure of modern life." Eda 
said to us as we looked around, me taking off my backpack and 
tossing it over onto the couch. "Along with the authorities." 


"Also my exes and their families." Juniper snorted, having put the 
bag and the portal down to take off her cloak. 


Without her cloak, | saw she was dressed in a dark red leather jacket 
with a bright pink, short-sleeve t-shirt that only covered her chest and 


said "Lean, mean, and sixteen" in black capital letters, a pair of 
daisy-duke shorts, and ankle-height black boots. Her figure was 
almost as voluptuous as her mom's. Though, wasn't sure why, | felt 
unease seeing that like | had with Eda. Of course, | was able to push 
that aside and talk to her. 


"You have exes?" | asked with an amused smile at the witch girl. 


"Well, duh!" Juniper replied. "Did you think | was a virgin witch? Of 
course, it's hard to find someone who's hot and doesn't want to 
arrest you." 


"| bet. Anyway, you got a nice place here." | said as | then went back 
to looking around. 


"It's beautiful." Luz said with eyes widened in awe. 
"So is it just you two with Hooty?" | asked the witches. 


"No, we got one other housemate." Juniper said before a deep voice 
spoke out. 


"Who dares intrude upon |, the King of Demons?" Looking toward 
the hallway, we saw a large menacing shadow behind the entryway. 


"Don't worry, King. It's just us." Juniper called out as Luz quickly got 
behind me. 


"Juniper?" King said before he sniffed the air. "| smell you and Eda, 
but | also got a hint of two others. Have you finally brought me some 
sacrificial offerings? | will consider it an apology for interrupting my 
royal bath." Luz whimpered in fear from hearing that. 


"Oh, knock it off, King." Juniper said with an annoyed look as she 
walked into the hallways and turned to the left. "The two you smell 
are guests, not food." She then made a yellow spell circle with her 
finger. "Also, | told you not to touch my stuff." With that, a lantern and 


some sort of microphone floated up to her, the witch girl grabbing 
them. 


"Hey, | need those to make my entrance!" King said as Juniper 
walked back into the living room, his voice now sounding higher and 
more child-like which calmed and confused both me and Luz. 


We were soon surprised by King as he came into view and we were 
glared at with pink eyes with yellow sclera. Instead of something 
large and intimidating, King turned out to be a small canine-like 
creature that was mostly covered in dark gray fur with a patch of his 
fur on his torso and the tip of his tail being light gray. He had these 
three fingers with one being a furry thumb and two being boney 
claws and two toes on his feet that were like his claws. It wears a red 
collar with a bronze tag. Seeing the skull on top of his head, | 
realized that this was the odd-looking demon from Eda's wanted 
poster. Though his towel concealed them, the poster detailed his 
skull being buffalo-like with a broken horn attached to his head. With 
Juniper taking the lantern and the microphone from him, | also 
realized that he was using the light to make his shadow look bigger 
and his voice deeper to make him look like a ferocious demon. 
Couldn't say | could blame him for how he called himself the "King of 
Demons" while looking like an adorable demon child, especially by 
squeaking the rubber duck he had. Hearing Luz gasp, | saw her 
poke her head out from behind me as she looked at King with a 
blush and eyes widened in excitement. 


"Ah, que lindo!" Luz spoke out in Spanish as she rushed over and 
swooped King up into a hug, the towel he had falling off to reveal his 
horns. She then started speaking English again. "Eda, Juniper, he's 
sooo cute!" She then talked to King like he was a baby. "Who's 
widdle guy? Who's a widdle guy? Is it you? Is it you?" | chuckled at 
how uncomfortable King was getting by the attention Luz was giving 
him, especially with the hug. 


"Okay, is your friend always like this with cute things?" Juniper asked 
me as she laughed. 


"Yeah, pretty much." | told her. 


"No! | don't know who yout little guy is!" The canine cried out as he 
tried to struggle out of Luz's hug. "Eda, Juniper! Who is this 
monster?" 


"Don't worry, King. | got ya." Juniper said as she pulled King away 
from Luz while Eda held her back, my human friend to escape her to 
get to King as Juniper gently put him down. 


"King, I'd like you to meet Ryuji, the Frank boy." Eda said as | waved 
at King. "And this is his friend Luz, the human. They're here to help 
us with our situation." 


"Oh, hurray!" King said, bouncing back to sounding happy before he 
looked at me. "So you're the son of Axel. Your father was a worthy 
servant. | hope you will be a worthy substitute." 


"Excuse me?" | raised a brow at that comment. 


"Wait, wait, wait!" Luz said as she had stopped struggling, causing 
Eda to gently put her down as my human friend gave a look of worry. 
"| don't like the sound of this... 'situation’." She air-quoted the last 
part. 


"Just... let me explain." Eda said as she made a spell circle in front 
of her, the circle soon turned black as it showed different depictions 
that almost seemed like drawings that moved as she was explaining, 
the first image showing a ferocious demon resembling King wearing 
a golden crown which was taken away by a hand. "King was once a 
mighty king of demons until his crown of power was stolen, and he 
became... this." Eda gestured to King who had been swooped up by 
Luz again. 


"You mean this little bundle of joy?" Luz asked, hugging King again. 


"Depending on your point of view." Juniper commented in a deadpan 
tone. 


"Okay, Luz, that's enough." | said as | took King from her and put him 
back on the floor before | turned back to Eda. "So let me guess: you 
want us to help you get King's crown back?" 


"Yes, we especially need the help of your friend there." Eda said as 
she pointed to Luz. 


"Me? What | can do?" Luz asked, surprised by this. 


"The crown is being held by the evil Warden Wrath." Eda said, 
showing us the image of a large man dressed in a white shirt, a dark 
hood, and this bird-themed mask that had eye lenses that looked like 
clothes buttons who was holding the crown before switching to an 
empty room with a pillar of light at the center. "He locked it away 
behind a magical force field that keeps anyone on the Boiling Isles 
out. Not even a hybrid like Ryuji would be able to do it." 


"Wait, how do you know I'm a hybrid?" | said, getting a raised brow 
from Eda which gave me my answer as | realized it. "Oh, yeah. My 
dad told you. Sorry, please continue." 


"Thank you." Eda said as she continued where she left off. "Anyway, 
the barrier can only be broken through by a human." She then turned 
to Luz. "A human like you." Finishing her explanation, Eda canceled 
the spell and made the circle disappear. 


"So if we help you, you'll send Luz back to the human world?" | said 
to her. 


"That's right. So what do ya say? Plus," Eda said before she picked 
up King by the head, "who could say no to this cute face?" 


"| could." Juniper bluntly put in. 
"No! Don't encourage them!" King said. 


"We don't have a choice, do we?" Luz sighed as we looked at each 
other. 


"In this case? Yeah." Juniper answered as she got up from the 
couch. "But, as long as you're with us, you'll be fine." 


"Juni's right. Plus," Eda said as she dropped King to the floor. "I will 
make good on our deal, especially considering one of you is Axel's 
boy." She ruffled my hair a bit before she picked both of me and Luz 
up and carried us out of the house. "Now let's go! We got no time to 
lose!" 


"Right behind ya, Mom!" Juniper said as she joined her mother. 
"Come on, King!" 


"Soon, Mr. Ducky, we shall drink the fear of those who mocked us!" 
King said as he picked up the rubber duck and followed. 


"Okay, exactly where are going?" | asked as Eda continued to carry 
me and Luz. 


"Somewhere super fun!" Eda answered. 


"Translation: somewhere very dangerous.” Juniper commented, 
sarcastically. 


Later that night, Eda took us to the front of this tall, ominous tower 
surrounded by a huge wall, the thunder from the storm adding more 
to the creepy vibe. 


"Eda, | think we have different views on what's fun." | cringed in fear. 
"What is this place?" 


"The Conformatorium, a place for those they capture for crimes." 
Eda told us. "This is where we'll find King's crown." 


"Wait, you want us to break into a witch prison full of criminal witches 
and warlocks and demons?" | said with worry. 


"Do you want to get your friend back to the human realm or not?" 
Eda asked me, causing me to sigh. 


"Wow! These guys really have the hots for you." Luz said, noticing all 
the wanted posters of Eda and Juniper everywhere. 


"Yep. But we were never caught because we're too slippery." She 
said with a confident wink. 


"Try to catch me when I'm covered in grease." King said while sitting 
on top of Luz's head. "I'm a squirmy little fella. Aaah!" Juniper 
laughed a little after he slipped off Luz. 


"Okay, So what's the plan?" | asked before King popped back up. 


"Easy. You, Luz, me, and Juniper will sneak up to the top of the 
tower where they're holding my crown." King said, pointing to said 
tower. 


"But what about Warden Wrath and the guards?" | asked. 


"Don't worry." Eda spoke up. "I'll make sure the warden and his 
lackeys are distracted while guys sneak around in there." 


"Well, we better put on some disguises." | said. "They'll notice 
something is up if they see two humans in the prison." 


"Good idea. | better put on a disguise too so they won't recognize 
me." Juniper said being on some goggles and a gray scarf around 
her face. 


"That's good. But check this." | said with a smile before | created a 
gold spell circle and cast my disguise spell, covering myself ina 
cloud of smoke. After the smoke cleared, | looked much like myself, 
but with smooth black hair along fox ears and a fox tail. "Pretty good 
kitsune disguise, huh?" 


"Wait, you can use magic?" Juniper asked with shock. 


"Well, duh! I'm a human/witch hybrid." | told her. 


"Oh, I've been waiting to use this." Luz excitedly said as she pulled 
her hood over before straightening up the cat ears on it. "Meow, 
meow!" Hearing Juniper snickering, | gave her a quick elbow to 
make her stop. 


"It's hideous." King commented and | whacked him on the head. 


"Oh, you'll fit right in." Eda said with a smile before she planted her 
staff on the ground, making a circle of light appear underneath our 
feet. "Hang on tight." Backing up, she then used the circle to get us 
up high to the tower, stopping us at the closest window. 


| managed to jump off the circle and through the window safely with 
Juniper following while she carried King. After she gently put King 
down, | then went to the window and motioned for Luz to follow. But, 
before she could jump, the circle disappeared beneath her. 


"Luz!" Rushing over, | managed to grab both her arms before she 
fell. 


Down below Eda let her staff fly and took a seat as it flew by. 


"Meet you guys at the top of the tower!" Eda said as she casually 
flew off into the air on her staff. 


"Alright, you heard her. Come on!" Juniper said as she got a hold of 
me and helped me pull Luz up. After getting her through the window, 
the three of us all ended up falling to the floor as Luz pushed herself 
right into me. 


"Ha-ha!" King laughed, pointing at is. "Cat's don't do that! Ow!" He 
got smacked behind the head by an annoyed Juniper. 


"You okay, Luz?" | asked my human friend as she lay on top of me. 


"Yeah, thanks." She said with a grateful smile. 


Our eyes soon widen in shock as we saw how we were positioned. 
Both of us sporting a blush of embarrassment, Luz got off me and 
stood up while | quickly got back to my feet, the two of us looking 
anywhere except at each other. Hearing Luz gasp, | looked in front of 
us to see that we had entered a massive cell block in the tower, 
multiple levels lined with cells from top to bottom. 


"Whoa." Luz said, surprised by this. 
"Yeah, this is one hell of a prison." | added. 
"Yeah, this where most people end up at." Juniper told us. 


"Hey, ski girl." Said a voice as we all turned around to see a witch girl 
in a cell behind us. "How'd you, fox boy, and cat girl get out of your 
cell?" 


"Oh, we're not a cat and a fox." | said as | cut off my spell, Juniper 
took off the scarf and goggles, and Luz pulled down her hood. 
"These are just disguises." 


"Yeah, and we're not prisoners or criminals." Luz added. 


"Not criminals yet, you're not." King said to us as he sat on Juniper's 
shoulder. 


"We're not criminals either." The girl said, showing how angry she is. 
| looked over to the cells next to her to watch as a sad-looking 
cyclops with five eyes with two missing and a pale skin midget with 
short orange hair and a large nose walked up. "The stupid warden 
likes to lock up people who don't fit in, considers us unsuitable for 
society." 


"Well, what are you in for?" | asked her. 


"Me? Just for my life's work." She told me. "You see, | write stories 
about food falling in love." 


"You mean, you're in here for just writing non-fiction?" | said, 
surprised by this. 


"Yeah. | like food, | like love. Just let me write about it!" 


"Did you write any spicy scenes?" Juniper said with a sly smile, 
earning a flick to the forehead from me. "Ow!" 


"What are you in here for, big guy?" | asked the cyclops. 


"I'm here because | like eating my own eyes." He said as he took 
one of his remaining eyes out and ate it, a new eye popping into the 
place he took one out. 


"We are agents of fwee expwession!" Said the midget. "They will 
never siwence us!" 


"Uh..." | said with confusion. 


"Yeah, she's really big into conspiracy theories." The witch girl 
answered, rolling her eyes. 


"The world is a simuwation!" the midget screamed out. "We are but 
pwaythings for a higher being!" 


"Wait, so the warden locked all you up just for this?" | said in 
disbelief. "But these aren't even crimes!" 


"He's right. None of you actually did anything wrong." Luz said as 
she paced around the three cells, watching her stop, | walked over 
as she pulled out the wanted posters of the Clawthornes. "You're all 
just a bunch of weirdos... Like us." 


With Luz looking at me, | put a reassuring hand on her shoulder 
before we both turned to Juniper who was looking away towards the 
ground with her arms crossed. We really felt sorry for these guys, 
even the witch mother and daughter, for being treated like this 
because they were different. Much like how we were. This moment 
was short-lived as we heard loud footsteps coming this way. 


"It's Warden Wrath! Hide!" the prison witch told us. 


"Guys, quick! In here!" Juniper said, motioning to a cell with a broken 
door. 


After quickly getting inside, | used my Illusion magic to cast a barrier 
around us to conceal us from the warden as he walked in. | felt fear 
fill me as | saw he was of a towering size with purple-skinned 
muscle. Along with the hood and mask, he was dressed in a white 
sleeveless tunic with brass buttons, a leather belt with a brass 
buckle, and black trousers tucked into dark purple shoes. On the 
uniform at the right side of his chest was a triangular brass badge 
that looked much like the one belonging to the guard we saw earlier 
today. 


"| hear talking." He said in a dark, menacing voice. "Just what are 
you fools whispering about?" Looking down at his foot, Warden 
Wrath found the wanted poster of Eda on the floor, no doubt the one 
Luz had and accidentally dropped. "Ah, the Owl Lady." Kneeling 
down he picks up the poster before crumbling it up with a snarl and 
his fist turned into a hammer which he smashed into the cell where 
we were hiding. This bent the bars into the cell a bit. "I'll get my 
hands on her and the little Demon Flame soon enough." 


"Fight against the oppwessor!" the midget called out, causing 
Warden Wrath to walk over to her as he turned his hand back to 
normal. "We will wesist! We will conquer! We will never be afwaid of 
you, you old cweep!" He then lifted a lever and opened her cell. 
"Hooway! I'm fwee!" She spoke too soon as the warden grabbed her 
in a chokehold. 


Seeing this, | gasped and growled with Warden Wrath acting like a 
big bully. 


"Easy there, Ryuji." Luz said, stopping me. 


"Let this be a lesson to all of you." Wrath said as he held the midget 
in his grasp. "If you can't fit in, then there's no place in society for you 


but here." Wrath then walked away out of the room. | canceled my 
spell and the four of us got out of the cell after he was gone. 


"Okay, well, at least Mom won't have to distract him." Juniper said as 
me and Luz looked back at the other prisoners. 


"Hey, don't worry." | said as | got over to the lever for the prisoner 
witch's cell. "We're gonna get you out of here." | then tried to push up 
the lever, but | couldn't get it to budge. Luz tried to help by pulling it 
up, but there wasn't much luck. 


"Guys, what are you doing?" Juniper said with shock. "We came 
here for King's crown, remember?" 


"After what we just witnessed? There's no way we can leave these 
guys with that warden!" | told her. 


"He's right! None of them deserve to be treated like this!" Luz added. 


"Kid, just stop." The prison witch said to me with a sad look. "You 
can't lift that thing. Only the warden can open these cells. You should 
just leave while you still can." 


"But we can't leave you here." | said, refusing to abandon the 
innocent people behind the bars. 


"Please, just go. Enjoy freedom for us." 


Before either of us can argue, Juniper put a hand on mine and Luz's 
shoulder, shaking her head. After a moment, the two of us sighed in 
defeat before we then join Juniper as we made our way to higher 
levels, avoiding attention. It wasn't long until we bumped into Eda 
who flew in. 


"Hey, | just checked." Eda said, getting off her staff. "The warden is 
busy tormenting some tiny creature. He won't be coming around 
here anytime soon." 


"Yeah, we know." | said with depression as me and Luz walked past 
her with our heads down. 


[No one's view] 


Seeing the two teens' expressions as they walked away, Eda then 
turned to Juniper, her daughter's face telling her that something was 
bothering them. 


[Ryuji] 


After walking for a while, we stopped at a large door labeled 
"Contraband", no doubt this being where King's crown was being 
kept. 


"My crown! It's close!" King eagerly said as he jumped off Luz and 
ran over to the door. "I can sense its power!" He then jumped and 
tried turning the knob, beginning to struggle with it. 


"Aw! He gets so cute when he's thirsty for power." Eda cooed as she 
watched the little demon try. She no doubt saw the sad looks me and 
Luz had as she spoke to us with concern. "Hey, you two okay?" 


"We're fine. It's just..." | said to her. "We had just talked to some 
prisoners in here and found out that they weren't even criminals, that 
they were just arrested for people thinking they were weird." 


"Yeah. It's not fair that they're all in here." Luz put in. "They just want 
to be themselves. Why does everyone think that being a weirdo is so 
bad? " 


"Well, unfortunately, that's just how some of us are." Juniper told us, 
having a sad look herself. "Around here on the Isles, when you're 
different, that always makes you a target. It gives people a reason to 
try and ignore you, to reject you. Even though you didn't do anything 
wrong, if it's something that makes you stand out in any way bad, 
then that's how people are gonna treat ya. Believe me. I've been in 
the Isles long enough to know that." 


After she said that, the doorknob came flying off and landed in front 
of us. We all then watched King giggle like a madman for 
successfully opening the door before he ran straight inside. 


"Come on, let's go before he hurts himself." Eda told us. 

"Ow!" King yelled out. 

"Too late." Juniper commented with an amused smirk. 

Going through the door, we found ourselves in a large room witha 
large pillar of light in the middle of it. Hearing grunting, we looked to 
see King struggling to get in the pillar. He tried to ram it, but was sent 


flying back over to us, much to his annoyance. 


"Hey, we have a human, remember?" Eda reminded King, putting a 
hand on his shoulder. 


"Oh, yeah." King said, remembering why Luz was there. 


"Okay, here we are." Luz said as she looked at the pillar before she 
turned to Eda. "So what does King's crown look like?" 


"Oh, you'll know when you find it. Trust me." Eda said with a 
confident smile. "By the way, while you're in there, try and see if you 
can find a necklace." 


"A necklace?" Luz asked, a little surprised by this. "What does it look 
like?" 


"It's gold with a pendent that haves a star with a pair of wings on it 
that haves with a red stone in it." Eda told her. 


"Is she going to be okay going through that?" | asked the witch. 


"Yeah, she's human, right? I'm pretty sure she'll be fine." She told 
me. 


"Pretty sure?" Me and Luz said at the same time. 


"Look, just trust me, alright?" Eda told us. "And hurry up before the 
warden finds us." 


[No one's view] 


Taking a deep breath, Luz approached the column. Sticking one 
hand out, her hand phased right through with ease. Seeing as it 
didn't hurt her, she then went on and went into the pillar. Once 
inside, Luz found herself amongst many piles of different items that 
most likely belonged to the many prisoners who were detained in the 
prison. Taking a few steps, she looked around for her objectives. 
Soon enough, she stepped on something and removed her foot to 
find a gold chain with a pendant, matching the description of the 
necklace Eda wanted her to find. 


"Oh, this must be the necklace Eda wanted me to look for. It's really 
pretty." Luz said as she picked up the necklace before she put it in 
her pocket. "Okay, one down, one more to go. Now where's King's 
crown?" Shielding her eyes, she browsed around the area until she 
noticed something sticking out on top of one of the piles. 


[Ryuji] 


After waiting a moment, we all then watched as Luz stepped out of 
the pillar, completely unharmed. 


"Luz!" | said as | gained a smile and ran over to her. "I'm glad you're 
alright. Did you find King's crown?" 


"Well, | think | did." Luz said in an unsure tone as she held up an 
item which | recognized anywhere. 


"Chotto matte." | said, speaking a bit of Japanese before going back 
to English. "Is that... a Burger King crown?" 


"My crown!" King said, jumping for joy. Luz then handed the paper 
crown to him and the demon puts it on. "Yes. Yes! | can feel my 
powers returning! You there, nightmare critter!" He pointed and 


walked over to a small stuffed bunny which he picks up. "I shall call 
you 'Francois' and you shall be a minion of my army of darkness! 
Ha-ha!" 


"That's not a real crown." Luz said in disbelief. 


"Yeah." | said, feeling the same way. "It doesn't give him any powers, 
does it?" 


"Uh, no." Eda said with a snort. 

"Eda!" | said as me and Luz glared at her. 

"Okay, okay. I'm sorry for lying, but | had to." Eda said to us. "I wasn't 
sure if you would be willing to help us if | told you the crown wasn't 


important." 


"Yeah, you got that right." | told her as | looked to King as he happily 
adjusted his crown a bit. "What is King's deal with that crown?" 


"Well, believe it or not, he got that crown from Axel on one of his 
visits." Eda said, getting my attention. "Said that a king shouldn't be 
without a crown." 


"Wait, my dad gave him that crown?" | said, surprised by this. 


"Yeah, even though King annoyed the hell out of him, he still cared 
for the little guy as a friend." Eda told me. 


"Okay, so about this necklace?" Luz asked, taking a gold necklace 
out of her pocket. 


Gasping when Luz said that, Juniper then rushed over to her and 
gently took the necklace from her hand, gazing at it intensely before 
she holds it up to her chest while sighing in contentment. 


"That is for Juni. Warden Wrath took it along with the crown." Eda 
said as she explained while Juniper put the necklace. "It was a 


birthday present from her dad and it's the only thing she has left of 
him." 


"What? What happened to her dad?" | asked, surprised by this. 


"Let's just say that we had a few... problems from before she was 
born." Eda told me with a look of regret. "By the time she was born, | 
decided to come back to the Boiling Isles and took her with me. Even 
though she didn't know her dad, much like she doesn't now..." 


"The fact that he gave such a meaningful gift was enough to get her 
to care for him." | said, finishing what she was saying and 
understanding this with a smile. "So this is what it was all about. You 
wanted us to help get the things that bring joy to Juniper and King." 


"Yeah." Eda said as she then regained her smile. "Oh, kids, look at 
us. Me, King, and Juni don't have much in this world and it isn't easy 
to find anything in it that makes us happy. We only have each other. 
So, if that dumb crown is that important to King, it's important to me. 
The same can be said for your Juni as she knows when to have 
something important. It's like your dad always said, us weirdoes 
need to stick together." 


Hearing that, me and Luz smiled at each other we were able to doa 
good thing. Even though knew we almost died for a piece of paper, 
but were glad to bring back items of great emotional value to King 
and Juniper. 


"Okay, now let's get out of here before the warden finds out and 
loses his head." Eda said, not noticing Warden Wrath as he came up 
behind her. 


"Too late." The warden said before he turned his hand into a scythe 
and chopped Eda's head off where it landed in my hands. Me and 
Luz screamed in horror from seeing this. 


"Ow! Oh, | hate it when that happens.” Eda said, still alive as a 
disembodied head and freaking us out even more. 


"Eda, are you okay?" Luz asked in concern. 


"Yeah, this just happens when you get older." Eda said with a 
deadpan expression. 


"Really?" | said, feeling a bead of sweat forming on my brow. 


"To humans? No." Juniper clarified with the same expression as her 
mother. "To folks here? Yes." 


"Finally. | have you cornered, Eda the Owl Lady." Warden Wrath said 
as he walked over to us, taking King's crown. The little demon tried 
to take it back but Wrath kept it out of his reach. "My guards could 
never get you, but | Knew if | took your pet's toy along with a little 
something important, you'd come running right to me." 


"No! My power!" King cried in horror after watching Wrath crush his 
crown. 


"Hey, not cool, dude!" Juniper said as she glared while comforting 
King, getting the Warden's attention. 


"Doesn't matter. | have no need for it anymore." Wrath said as he 
tossed the crown away. "My plan already worked. | got you and your 
mother right where | want you." 


"What do you want with us?" Eda questioned as she, me, and Luz 
gave the warden glares. "We never broke any of your stupid laws! At 
least, not in front of you." She said that last part under her breath. 


"Owl Lady, | want you..." Warden Wrath said as he kneeled down 
before he pulled out a bouquet of flowers, "to go out with me." 


"What?" Eda said as she blinked in confusion. 
"What?" Luz said with a deadpan tone. 


"Seriously?" | cringed at this. 


"You got to be kidding me." Juniper said in annoyance. 


"Go, boss!" One of the guards behind him said while another gave 
him the thumbs up. 


"You always eluded our capture, always being the one who got 
away." Wrath said, trying to sound suave. "I found that alluring." 


"Anyone else hating the way he's talking right now?" | asked while 
being creeped out by the warden. 


"Nope! | hate everything he's saying right now." Luz said. 
"Yeah, feeling's mutual here." Juniper added. 


"You runts stay out of this!" Warden Wrath snapped as he threw the 
bouquet away before thrusting his arm at us. | managed to dodge 
him but Luz, Juniper, and King were caught by Wrath as his arm 
turned into tendrils that wrapped around them. 


"Hey, let me go!" Juniper said as Wrath handed her and King to two 
of the guards who held them, another who was holding Eda's body, 
while he held Luz in tendrils. 


"Luz!" | gasped before | then put Eda's head down and ran off to her 
rescue, the attempt only leading to Warden Wrath swatting me away. 


"You know, kid, you kind of remind me of someone | knew." Wrath 
said to me as | tried to get myself back up, sounding pretty smug of 
himself. "Just as annoying, but not as strong." From there, he then 
grabbed Eda's head and brought it up to his face. "So how about it, 
Owl Lady? We'd be the strongest power couple ever! | know you 
have a kid, but | don't mind. | heard her father ran out on you when 
she was born." 


"Shut up, asshole!" Juniper yelled out in anger. "You don't know 
anything about my dad!" 


"Quiet, you!" Wrath snarled at the young witch before he turned back 
to Eda. "I mean, it's not like you can say no." 


| watched as Eda looked over to her daughter in concern, Luz 
struggling to break free from Wrath, and King was in the guard's 
grasp. It was there that she then gave a sigh of defeat. 


"All right, Warden. You win." Eda said with a defeated look. "I'd just 
like to say something first." Wrath leaned forward. "Come closer." He 
moved a bit closer. "No, just come a little bit closer." Moving closer, 
he got right up to Eda's face. "Just... Yeah, that's good." Taking a 
deep breath, Eda then gave Wrath a big raspberry right in his face. 


Seeing Luz stuck in the warden's grasp and everyone being 
restrained by the guards, | could feel the anger building up inside 
me, the same anger | had when | saw how he treated those he 
imprisoned as | tightened my fist. This was the drive pushing me to 
get back up, to stand up and teach him a lesson. If that bastard 
thought he could get away with pushing people around, then he had 
another thing coming! 


[No one's view] 


After giving him that raspberry, Eda laughed as she watched Wrath 
wipe the spit off his face. 


"Impudent wench!" Wrath said in disgust. "Don't you know how many 
germs are in your mouth? Ugh!" 


"Get over it!" Eda snapped back. "You had your guards stalk me, you 
cut off my head, and then you threatened to hurt my little girl. | am 
not going out with you!" After a brief moment, she looked away with 
a sly smile. "Besides, my husband's got more game than you'll ever 
have." 


"If you don't accept, then | have no choice but to..." 


"Hey, Warden!" Hearing that shout, everyone looked to see Ryuji 
standing there with a glare toward Wrath. "I'm only gonna tell you 
this once. Let my friends go or else!" Though surprised by this, 
Wrath shrugged it off as he chuckled in amusement. 


"You got some balls calling me out, kid." Wrath said as he turned to 
face him. "But | think you barely have any chances against me." 


"Oh, | don't think you quite realize who you're dealing with." Ryuji 
said as he then reached over and grabbed his sword. 


With the flick of his thumb, Ryuji quickly unsheathed the Saisho, 
taking its handle in both hands and holding it in front of him. The 
handle was covered in a golden ray skin layered with a white cord 
wrap and the guard was gold as well it was styled like a ring with an 
eight-pointed star. The blade shined silver with the blade ridge 
decorated with a sort of engraving on the sides along the groove 
located close to the blade collar. It truly was an impressive blade. 


"Heh. Do you really think that little sword will make much of a 
difference?" Wrath scoffed, not feeling much threatened. 


"Oh, | think it can. My Saisho is not an ordinary blade." Ryuji said 
with a smile as he pulls his sword to the side and lowers himself 
down into a stance. 


After he does so and tightens his grip, the engraving on the blade 
becomes filled with golden light. Before long, the light then slowly 
begins to spread out on the blade, moving towards the tip. While 
most in front of Ryuji were bewildered by the spreading light on the 
Saisho's blade, Luz gained a smile upon seeing it. A moment after 
the blade became completely covered in light, wind began to gather 
around it, spinning around the blade as it surged with magical 
energy, shocking everyone except for Luz. Even Eda was shocked 
by this. 


"What the...?" King gasped. 


"No way!" Juniper gasped. 
"Whoa!" Eda gasped as Ryuji then charged. 


"Attack Magic: Wind Cloak!" Ryuji said before he jumped above 
Wrath with his blade held up for an attack, his words seeming to 
echo throughout the room. "Tempest Slash!" With one downward 
slash, Ryuji sent a burst of wind crashing down on the warden, 
knocking him to the ground and causing him to lose his grip on both 
Luz and Eda's head. 


The impact of the attack sent a powerful gust of wind which pushed 
back the coven guards into the wall and caused Juniper, King, and 
Eda's body to fall to the ground as the guards lost their hold on them. 
After it was over and Ryuji landed in front of the fallen warden with 
the Saisho in one hand, the wind around his sword dissipated and 
the blade stopped glowing. 


[Ryuji] 


"Here are three things you need to know about me, Warden Wrath." | 
said as | put the Saisho over my shoulder and counted with the 
fingers of my free. "One: | hate bullies, especially ones who think 
they can get away with anything without any problems like you. Two: 
you mess with my friends, you mess with me. And three: I'm not 
some ordinary kid. I'm the newest hero of this world and beyond, a 
symbol of peace and justice. The champion who fights evil wherever 
it may be." Putting those three fingers down, | then pointed to myself 
with my thumb as | gained a grin. "I am Ryuji, Ryuji the Dragon Kid!" 


| stood there proudly for a moment until | heard Wrath giving me a 
chuckle, making me lose my smile as he then picked himself up to 
his feet. 


"Oh, | Know exactly who you are now." Wrath said as he towered 
over me. "That sword is a Star-Rank weapon. Add that with the 
power you just used, there's no doubt about it. You're the son of that 
Fire Dragon Axel Frank." 


"What do you know about my dad?" | asked him with a glare. 


"| know well enough after the times he eluded me." Wrath told me as 
he turn his hands into scythes. "The Emperor's Coven has been 
searching for him for quite some time, an order given by the Emperor 
himself. Seeing as to how the Owl Lady came when | took something 
she cared about, | have no doubt that Fire Dragon will come out of 
hiding once he finds out his son had been captured. Now, Dragon 
Kid, you will be captured by the feared Warden-Oof!" With that, he 
was bonked in the head by Eda's staff. 


Moving out of the way of the falling warden, | was surprised to see 
Luz behind him, my friend holding Eda's staff. 


"Luz?" | said, Surprised by this. "Uh, thanks for the save, but | had it 
covered." 


"Hey, | wanted a crack at him too." Luz said as she walked over to 
me. "And you're welcome." 


"Nice job, you two." Eda chuckled proudly. 


"Thanks, Eda. Now let's get out of here!" | said as Luz picked up her 
head while | got Eda's body along with Juniper and King. 


"How do you make this fly?" Luz said as we all sat on the staff, my 
friend trying to figure out how to get to fly as Owlbert's eyes opened 
and his wings spread. "Expecto... flying? Magicus... escapicus!" 


"Uh, guys? Warden's waking up!" Juniper said as we saw Wrath 
picking himself up with a groan. 


"Gun it, magic stick!" Eda said and the staff sped off just as the 
warden got back onto his feet. 


[No one's view] 


As the group flew off, Warden Wrath got to his feet and saw the five 
making their escape, something that made him very unpleased. 


"Owl Lady... | won't let you get away again!" Wrath roared as his 
arms transformed into masses of tendrils that he used to carry him to 
pursue his enemies. 


[Ryuji] 


After flying for a while, I looked back to see the warden right on our 
tail as we flew into the cell block area. While going through, they 
noticed they were coming up to three familiar cells. 


"Ryuji!" Luz said as she pointed to the levers. 


"I'm on it!" | said as | got what she had in mind, taking out my sword 
and pointing it at the levers. "Nature Cloak: Vine Lash!" 


With that, the Saisho started glowing green before vines wrapped 
around and one shot from the blade, a vine which | used to whip 
upward at the levers and push them up. With that, we kept moving 
as we watched the cells open with those same prisoners watching us 
fly away. 


After busting through the doors, we managed to make it to the 
courtyard, but the warden sent tendrils at us and knocked us off the 
staff before we got past the wall which we all skidded or/rolled into. 


"Oh, my bones." King groaned. 


"You and me both." Juniper groaned as we all got back up, Eda 
putting her head back on. 


"Juni," Eda said as she looked to her daughter and dug into her hair 
to pull out the key for the portal. "Get Luz and Ryuji back to the 
human world." 


"Wait, what about you guys?" Juniper asked with worry after taking 
the key as Eda and King rushed toward Wrath. 


"What about you guys?" Luz asked with worry as we watched Eda 
and King rush forward to fight Wrath. 


"Hey, we can take care of this! Your mom's new boyfriend can't be as 
bad as your last girlfriend!" King said he went over to Eda as she 
was dodging Wrath's blades. 


"Not my boyfriend!" Eda said as she swiped King out of the way just 
in the nick of time to avoid a set of blades that were plunged into the 
ground. 


"But, but..." 


"Juni, this is no time to argue!" Eda said with a serious expression as 
she hurriedly got her daughter along with me and Luz onto her staff. 
"Go now!" Smacking the bottom of it, her staff then took off into the 
air. 


[No one's view] 


After the three teens left, Wrath removed his mask to reveal he had 
large fangs ad two small eyes. With that, he then breathed fire at 
Eda and King. Eda was quick to counter it by forming a ring of light 
that absorbed the flames. Stepping aside and making another ring, 
she sent the warden's attack back which sent him plummeting into a 
wall. 


[Ryuji] 


After nearly slipping off the staff, we managed to get control of it and 
watched the fight between Eda and Wrath as the staff hovered 
above, Wrath turning his hands into scythes before he ran at Eda. 
After a moment, Juniper spoke up. 


"Ryuji!" Juniper then gave me the key. "Take this and get back home 
with Luz!" 


"What about you?" I asked her. 


"I'm going to save my mom." Juniper said with a serious look before 
she jumped off and started free-falling towards the battle. 


[No one's view] 


Down below, Eda was knocked back by Wrath and caught King as 
he was sent flying into her hands. 


"No more running away, Owl Lady." Wrath declared as he raised his 
scythes above him. "Today, | capture you once and for all!" Wrath 
declares when a blade of wind hits him in the back. 


"Stay away from my mom!" Juniper yelled as she came down 
towards Wrath, making a spell circle and sending a bolt of lightning 
at Wrath, sending him skidding across the ground. 


"What the hell are you doing here? | told you to go!" Eda said to her 
daughter. 


"Sorry, Mom, but I'm not gonna let you get captured." Juniper told 
her. 


With Wrath roaring at her, he and Juniper then charged at each other 
as they then began their battle. 


[Ryuji] 


"Juniper!" Luz said in concern as we watched the battle unfold. "We 
got to help them!" 


"Luz, look!" | said as | pointed to the hole in the wall left from the 
warden crashing into it, the three prisoners we let out now standing 
at it as they watched what was happening. Seeing this, we then 
made the staff fly down to them. "Guys, what are you doing here?" 


"Yeah, this is your chance to escape!" Luz added. 


"The warden will catch us. He always does." The cyclops said, 
looking hopeless. 


"We belong here." The witch girl added, just as hopeless. 


"Self-doubt is a pwison you can never escape fwom." The midget put 
in as she felt the same way while she had a black eye, her fellow 
prisoners agreeing with her statement. 


"Yeah, so what?" Evan said to them. "Whatever you do is a choice 
you made on how to live your life, to live it the way you want. There's 
nothing wrong with that." 


"He's right." Luz backed him up. "So you have a different way of 
doing things, a different way of seeing things. That might make you 
weird, but it also makes you awesome. Don't you see? You don't 
have to be afraid to be yourselves." Surprised by this, the prisoners 
all looked at each other before turning back to me and Luz. 


"Why are you helping us?" the witch prisoner asked as we smiled at 
them. 


"Because we're weirdos like you." | told them. "And like a great man 
once said..." 


"Us weirdos have to stick together." Luz continued after me as put 
her hood back on and got onto Eda's staff. "And nobody should be 
punished for who they are." From there, the prisoners then cheered 
as they regained their hope. "Now let's get him!" Luz and | then led 
the charge. 


[No one's view] 

Back with the battle, though she held her own, Juniper ended up 
defeated as she was grabbed by Wrath's tendrils and tossed over to 
Eda and King. 


"Juni!" Eda said as she went over to her daughter in concern. 


"I'm alright, Mom." Juniper said as she managed to push herself up 
to sit on the ground while Wrath stepped up to tower over them. 


"You should have listened to your mother, Demon Flame." Wrath 
said to her. "Now you and the Owl Lady shall suffer the same fate as 
| finally capture you both!" 


"Not if | can help it!" Looking behind Wrath, Ryuji is charging at 
Wrath as he wielded the Saisho in one hand. 


"You again!" Turning his arms into scythes, Wrath swings at Ryuji 
who dodges and weaves through them before creating a spell circle 
with his free hand and sending a blast of wind at the ground, 
launching himself over the warden. 


While in the air, Ryuji turns before he grabs the Saisho with both 
hands and pulls it back, the blade glowing like before but surging 
with electricity. 


"Storm Cloak: Volt Thrust!" Ryuji yelled, thrusting his sword as it 
sends a powerful bolt of lightning that knocks the warden to the 
ground. 


After landing on the ground on his feet, Ryuji stands up as he 
watches Wrath picks himself up with sparks of fire escaping his 
mouth. The sight of this makes Ryuji smile as he then releases one 
hand from his sword and prepares a spell circle. As Wrath breathes 
fire at him, Ryuji then uses the spell circle to send a continuous blast 
of water, the blasts being of equal match as they clashed. 


"Whoa! Look at Ryuji!" Juniper said as she smiled, impressed by 
how well Ryuji was holding his own against Wrath. 


"Eda, are you seeing this?" King said in awe. 


"Yes, | am." Eda nodded as she looked toward the boy with awe as 
this reminded of her another brave boy she knew. 


After a moment, Ryuji gives a powerful yell as his blast of water 
instantly cuts through the flames and hits Wrath directly in the 
mouth. After that, Ryuji stopped the attack as he watches Wrath 


stumble back a bit with a groan of pain. After regaining his footing, 
Wrath then began to cough out steam as the water blast he took had 
rendered his fire breath useless. 


"You little... brat!" Wrath roared in anger, pausing to cough steam. 
"You think that... just by... getting rid of... my fire... you'll be able 
to... beat me?" 


"No, at least not alone." Ryuji said with a smile. "In fact, | was only 
trying to make sure you couldn't use your fire breath for the real 
attack. Now!" 


"Go! Go! Go!" Hearing that shout, Wrath turned around to see Luz fly 
in with their prisoner friends who charge at him, sending him back. 
Wrath tries to grab them with tendrils, but wasn't fast enough as they 
attacked him. 


"| eat my own eyes!" The cyclops yelled out as he continued pushing 
Wrath back. 


"| see the world as a twiangle!" The short prisoner said as she got 
behind and made Wrath trip over her to the ground. 


"And | practice the ancient art of non-fiction!" The witch prisoner 
cried out before the three of them then tied Wrath up in his own 
tendrils, the three of them backing away as the warden struggles to 
untie himself. 


"Had enough, Wrath?" Ryuji said as Wrath flipped himself over to 
face him as Luz came down and landed beside her friend. 


"You! I'll crush you for this!" Wrath snaps at them. "Who do you think 
you are?" 


"Well, this is what you get for mistreating weirdos like us." Ludolf 
said with a smug. "Out of anything, you should've known that this is 
what you would get for punishing the innocent, Warden Wrath." 


"He's right." Luz profoundly said. "Do not underestimate us for we 
are Luz the Human and Ryuji the Dragon Kid, warriors of peace!" 
She then pulled out the stash of fireworks from hers and Ryuji's book 
report. "Now eat this, sucker!" Tossing it up, she then uses the staff 
to send it higher up into the air. 


Grinning, Ryuji then sheaths the Saisho on his back before he jumps 
up to meet it, creating two spell circles as he gets closer to it. After 
reaching behind it, Ryuji then grabs it while also slamming on the 
spell circles he created, engulfing the fireworks in a ball of fire. 


"Here... comes..." Ryuji yells out as he then held up the flaming 
fireworks above his head, doing a few vertical spins with the help of 
the fireworks' engines before stopping as he then pulled back to 
Ryuji then tossed the fireworks and they started flying down towards 
Wrath. 


"Oh, crap." Wrath said with shock right before the firework hit him in 
the face and exploded, the warden screaming as he was sent flying 
as the fireworks soon began to light up the sky as they flew around 
randomly. 


"Damn." Juniper whispered in awe at what she just saw. 
[Ryuji] 


After | landed next to Luz, me and her watched as Wrath landed in 
front of the prison doors before he picked himself up and ran inside 
with the prisoners we helped cheering out in victory in this battle 
which the fireworks helped signify. 


"Hey, DK," Luz said as she was giving me a smug, "glad | decided to 
bring the Act Three closer, huh?" 


"Well, yeah." | casually admitted. "I still can't believe you kept that in 
your bag. Were you gonna bring that to summer camp?" 


"Hey, it helped us out, didn't it?" She retorted. 


"Heh-heh. Yeah, it did." | chuckled a bit before | held up my hand to 
her. "Good job, Luz." 


"Right back at ya, DK." Luz said as she then high-fived me. 


"Okay, that had got to be the most frickin’ coolest thing I've ever 
saw!" Juniper said as she, King, and Eda came over to us. "Respect, 
guys. Respect." 


"Yeah, that was actually a better breakup than any I've seen." King 
said as he crawled onto Juniper's shoulders, said witch girl giving 
him a sneering smile. 


"Not a breakup." Eda said with a frown at the comment before she 
exchanged it for a smile. "Anyways, let's bounce before more 
monsters fall in love with me." 


With that, we all got onto the staff and slowly made our way up to the 
sky, the fireworks continuing to go off as we left. 


"You know, | bet Dad would've broken the warden's jaw if he was 
there and saw Wrath try to ask you out, wouldn't he?" Juniper asked 
while looking over to her mom. 


"Oh, yeah. He would've." Eda chuckled lightly. 


After returning to the Owl House, | felt great relief to be done with 
such a long, long day. 


"Whoo! I'm glad that's over." | sighed with contentment. 


"Yeah, I'm never taking this house for granted again." Juniper happily 
exclaimed as she then sat down on the couch. 


"Yeah, me neither." Eda said as she put her staff down against the 
couch. 


"But seriously though, guys, what you two did was totally awesome. 
Ryuji, where'd you learn all those crazy spells? I've never seen 
magic like that before." 


"Well, part of the techniques | used came from what | learned from 
my dad." | told her before rubbing the back of my head with a little 
embarrassment. "The rest | came up with a little inspiration from 
anime and manga." 


"Wait, you mean you actually made those spells?" Juniper asked in 
surprise. "And you got the ideas from manga?" 


"Well, yeah." | humbly answered. "But it's no big deal. | mostly had 
help from my Saisho." 


"Oh, come on. Don't be so modest." Luz said as she gave me a 
friendly nudge and a smile. "With or without that sword, you're a 
really great warlock, DK." 


"DK?" Juniper asked with a raised brow. 


"Yeah, that's what | call him from time to time." Luz explained to her. 
"A cool guy like him deserves a cool nickname. | did think about 
calling him by his hero name, but it just sounded weird 'cause we're 
the same age. So | decided to shorten it from 'Dragon Kid' to 'DK’. 
Pretty cool, huh?" 


"Yeah, it's pretty cool." Juniper said as she gained a smile before she 
pointed at me. "Okay, then from now on, I'm gonna be calling you 
'DK'." 


"Fine by me." | said, showing her | was chill with it. | then turned to 
Luz. "Though | got to say it was pretty cool, the way we defeated 
Warden Wrath. It felt just like..." 


"When Azura and Ludolf defeated the dreaded Glidersnake?" Luz 
put in, guessing what | was saying before | said it. 


"Yeah! | felt just like Ludolf when he delivered the final blow to that 
serpent!" | said, pumping up a fist to emphasize my excitement. 


"Wait, wait, wait!" Juniper said with a raised brow at Luz. "You read 
that Azura junk too, Luz?" 


"Of course." Luz admitted with a smile. "I'm a huge fan of Azura." 


"Oh, no!" Juniper groaned in exasperation. "The first human | meet is 
a nerd! For once, can't | get a girl who's cool and isn't my repellent?" 
| laughed with King as the witch girl buried her face in her hands 
after she pleaded out to the world. 


"Well, kids. A deal's a deal." Eda said before she looked at Luz. "Now 
let's get you home." 


With a snap of her fingers, the portal key floated out of Luz's bag and 
back into its owner's hand. With a pressing on the eye, the portal 
hovered over beside the fireplace before it folded itself out as the 
door. 


"Oh, and don't forget this." Eda said, handing back Luz her Azura 
book along with her camp brochure. 


"Thanks, Mrs. Eda." Luz said with a grateful smile before she turned 
to me. "Well, Ryuji. We better get going. We probably already 
missed the bus, but your dad can give us a lift, right?" Hearing that, | 
then looked down to the floor with sadness as | was afraid to tell her 
the truth. "What's wrong?" With a sigh, | then went on to tell her. 


"Luz, I'm not going to the summer camp." | told her. 


"What? What are you talking about?" Luz said, her tone telling me 
she was hoping | was joking. 


"Luz, my dad never signed me up for Reality Check Camp." | said as 
| then lifted my head to look at her, my friend having lost the smile 


she had. "He just said he did as an excuse for me. He sent me here 
to stay at the Owl House for the summer." 


"What?" Luz said in disbelief, dropping both her book and the 
brochure. 


"He's telling ya the truth, kid." Eda said as we both turned to see she 
had pulled out and opened the letter Dad asked me to give her. 
"According to this, his dad's been noticing him having trouble with his 
curse." 


"Wait, curse?" Juniper asked as she jumped up from the couch in 
Surprise. "You mean, like..." 


"Yes, Juni." Eda said to her daughter. "Anyway, Axel's giving him to 
me so | can help him with his curse. I'd say he had the right idea. I've 
heard about these summer camps and, believe me, what Ryuji's got 
isn't anything they can handle. I'm surprised you didn't realize that 
sooner, considering he sent some poor human kid to the hospital just 
for picking on him." 


"You're really going to stay here." Luz said as | turned around to see 
her look of disbelief. "I don't believe this." 


"Luz..." | tried to speak to calm her down, but she wasn't going to 
give me achance. 


"So what?" Luz said, now starting to get angry. "I'm actually 
supposed to leave by myself while you get to have fun here where 
you can do all the magic you want?" 

"Luz, please..." 

"We promised that we'd always be there for each other, that we'd 
always have each other's backs, just like we always had! And you're 
just going to ditch me?" 


"Luz, calm down!" 


"Don't tell me to calm down!" She snapped, tears filling her eyes. 
"You were going to leave me alone someplace | don't want to go and 
go by myself!" 


"Luz, | don't like this any more than you do!" 
"Then why? Why aren't you coming with me?" 
"Because I'm trying to keep you safe!" 

"Safe from what?" 


"Safe from all this! Safe from... me." Saying that last word in despair, 
the argument between us stopped as silence filled the room. After a 
moment, Luz decided to speak up. 


"What... What are you talking about?" 


"Luz, you've seen what happens when | can't get a handle on this 
curse. | completely lose control of myself and start destroying 
everything around me. | already put so many lives in danger just by 
being around people and hoping nothing sets me off too much. It's 
the whole reason why most people except for my family and a 
couple of friends of my dad know about this and why you had to see 
it for yourself to find out about it and understand. From what my dad 
told me, Eda is the only one who knows how to help someone like 
me." 


"But I've been able to help you with that curse back home." Luz said 
to me with a pleading look. "Which is why we should stay together so 
| can help you now. If you can't go to camp because of it, then | 
should stay here with you so | can help." 


"Luz, you can't. The curse isn't the only problem. The Boiling Isles is 
full of all kinds of danger. | can be able to handle myself around, but 
you can't. I'm sorry, but you're gonna have to go back alone." 


"But..." Luz started before | stopped her, taking her hand with two. 


"Luz, | don't want you to be alone either. You're my best friend and | 
hate to see you so miserable. But this is just something | have to do 
to make sure you and everyone can be safe. It'll only be for three 
months. Just bear with me and | promise that | will be there to 
welcome you home when you come back from summer camp, 
okay?" It took a moment of her thinking before she then gave me her 
answer. 


"Okay." She reluctantly said with a sad look on her face. 


A moment after | let go of her hands, she then pulled me into a hug. 
Though surprised by this, | smiled as | then returned it and let her cry 
on my shoulder. | felt like doing that too, but | tried my best to keep 
myself together. We broke the hug after a moment to look at each 
with smiles, both of us trying to hide the sadness we had. Looking to 
the floor, | saw she had dropped her book and the brochure. 


"Here. Can't forget these." | said as | picked up and gave her book 
and brochure back. 


"Thanks." She said to me. 


| then watched as she then looked past me towards our newest 
friends with King looking down in sadness, most likely because of 
what happened to his crown. As she dug into her bag, | watched as 
Luz approached the small demon. 


"Before | go, | know it's not the same, but..." Luz said as she kneeled 
down and pulled off the crown of her Azura doll, "a king shouldn't be 
without his crown." 


"This shall suffice." King said as he took it and placed it on his head 
before he marched away. "You there, plant! You are now under my 
command!" 


"Hey, Juniper. Mind watching out for Ryuji for me?" Luz asked as she 
looked over to Juniper as the witch girl walked over. 


"Oh, don't worry. I'll Keep an eye on your boyfriend there." Juniper 
smugly said as she pointed to me. 


"Boyfriend? Oh, I'm not her boyfriend." | nervously said as | gained a 
blush. 


"He's not my boyfriend! We're just friends." Luz spoke out around the 
same time as me, sounding just as nervous and with her own blush. 


"Riiight." Juniper said with a knowing look before exchanging it for an 
honest smile. "Anyway, | really got to thank you." 


"Thank me? For what?" Luz asked with confusion. 


"For helping me see that my new summer housemate isn't as lame 
as | thought he was." He said to her. "Also for teaching me what | 
can do with fireworks, in more ways than one." The girls chuckled a 
bit before Juniper gave a sigh. "Even though you're going back, at 
least we had fun while it lasted, right?" She then held out a fist to 
Luz. 


"Right." Luz said as she bumped it, not leaving the witch girl 
hanging. 


"Well, Ryuji," Luz said, trying her best to smile despite her sadness. 
"Guess I'll... see ya later then." 


"In three months." | said as | smiled at her through my own sadness 
before losing that smile a moment after Luz turned around and 
started slowly walking to the portal. 


As she was standing in front of the door, | turned my head to the side 
as | looked down to the floor, feeling much sadness for having me 
and Luz going separate ways like this. This moment was short-lived 
as | heard a gasp from her and looked up to see her looking the side 
from the door. 


"Luz?" | asked in concern. 


"What's the matter with her?" Juniper asked with confusion just as 
Luz held up her book in front of her for a moment before lowering it. 


Following her gaze, | saw Luz was looking at a mirror. The reflection 
showed Luz in the middle while the rest of us stood behind her with 
me and Eda on her left and Juniper and King on her right, the little 
demon and the Owl Lady smiling at each other. Seeing how Luz was 
no doubt reacting to it and remembering her actions from it, | then 
gained a thought on why she had gasped. 


"Wait a minute." | said before | used my magic to bring my backpack 
to me. From there, | then pulled out my own copy of The Good Witch 
Azura and did the same actions Luz did as I then gasped in awe. 
"Uwa. It's just like the cover." 


| was right as the way we looked in the mirror had actually reflected 
the cover with me in the position of Ludolf the Wolf King, Juniper in 
place of the omega wolf Cathwulf, King having much looking like the 
canine sidekick, Eda resembling much of Azura's witch mentor, and 
Luz up in front of us all like Azura herself. 


"Ryuji," Luz said as she turned back with a smile on her face, "you 
said that | wouldn't be able to stay here because | don't know how to 
handle this place, right?" 

"Yes. Why?" | asked with a raised brow. 

"Well, maybe | can stay if | learn how to handle the Isles." Luz said. 


"Wait, what?" | asked in confusion. 


"Yeah, I'm with him. What do you mean by that?" Juniper said, just 
as confused. 


"Mrs. Eda," Luz said as she turned to the Owl Lady, "look, | know we 
don't know each other very well and | know that you got your head 
cut off and that we started some kind of prison riot..." 


"And beat a cruel villain." Juniper added. 


"Yeah, that too." Luz said. "But, to be honest, this was the most fun 
I've ever had and | think this place is amazing." Eda stared at her 
with eyes in surprise as she continued to listen. "Much like Ryuji, | 
don't fit in at home. You don't fit in here. If | stay, we could all not fit in 
together." Luz then took out the brochure before clutching it, 
crumbling it in her hand before tossing it aside. "I'm not going to 
summer camp." 


"Hold on, kid." Eda said, now confused. "What-what are we talking 
about here?" 


"Yeah, if you don't want to go to Summer camp, then what do you 
want to do?" Juniper asked. 


"| want to stay and become a witch, like you." Luz answered, looking 
at Eda before raising up her book. "And like Azura." 


"What? All right, that's crazy." Eda said to her in disbelief as she 
lowered the book down from Luz's face. "Humans can't become 
witches. To be a witch, you need to know magic. That's something 
you can't do unless you're a hybrid like Ryuji here." 


"Maybe there aren't any human witches because they haven't tried." 
Luz said with a wink. "If you teach me to become a witch, I'll do 
anything you want. Plus, you're gonna need somebody to keep Ryuji 
out of trouble." 


"Hey!" | said, feeling insulted by that. "I saved your butt more times 
than | can count. If anything, you would need me to keep you out of 
trouble." 

"Oh, geez. | don't know." Eda said, unsure on how to respond to this. 


"Oh, come on, Eda." | spoke up. "Just give her a chance." 


"Wait, you want her to stay?" Eda said to me with surprise. "I thought 
you said it was too dangerous for her." 


"Well, that was before | remembered what happened today." | said to 
the Owl Lady. "If it weren't for her, we wouldn't be back at the Owl 
House right now. She saved us when we got cornered and helped 
me inspire those prisoners to take a stand for themselves against a 
bully like Warden Wrath. If anything, she's actually proven to be a big 
help and we all practically owe her our lives. Plus, there was a time 
when witches like you had to learn magic differently, a way that even 
humans can learn." Seeing she wasn't much convinced, | then 
decided to sweeten the deal. "Okay, how about this? If you teach Luz 
how to be a witch, I'll prepare meals for you and everyone here at 
the Owl House." 


"You know how to cook?" Juniper asked with a brow raised in 
curiosity. 


"Yeah, my dad taught me." | answered before | spoke to her mother. 
"That's a pretty good deal, right? Having your own personal chef with 
giving my friend magic lessons as payment?" 


"Let her stay!" King said to Eda eagerly before he whispered. "The 
Frank can make us snacks." 


"Honestly, | think the nerds make a good point." Juniper said as she 
walked over to Eda with a smug. "Girl's got some skill and she 
knows DK more than we do. Plus, since you claim yourself to be the 
most Powerful Witch on the Boiling Isles, it shouldn't be any problem 
at all should it? | mean, since when don't you like a challenge?" Eda 
paused for a moment before giving a light chuckle from being 
challenged by her own daughter. 


"Well, | could always use an extra hand keeping this goofball out of 
the cupboards." Eda said as she picked up King before she gained a 
serious look. "All right, kid. As I'll be helping Ryuji learn how to 
manage his curse, I'll teach you how to be a witch. But you have to 
work for me before you learn any spells." She then turned to me. 


"And that goes for you too if you want to learn how to control that 
curse. You cooking for us is only for me teaching your girlfriend." 


"She's not my girlfriend! /I'm not his girlfriend!" me and Luz said at 
the same time, looking away from each other with a blush upon 
realizing that. 


"Anyway, you'll be doing other chores that aren't in the kitchen. You 
do that, I'll make sure that you know what to do to keep the curse 
under control." Eda said as she gave me a smile, holding out her 
hand to me. "Deal?" 


"Deal." | nodded with a smile before | reached out and shook her 
hand. After breaking the shake, | then grabbed her in a hug. "Arigato 
gozaimasu." 


"What did he say?" Eda asked in confusion. 


"I think he's saying ‘thank you for letting Luz stay'." Juniper said, no 
doubt guessing on a gut feeling that was on point. 


"Oh, okay." Eda said before she patted my head, sounding 
uncomfortable with the hug. "No problem, kiddo." Before | could let 
go, Luz came over and gave me, Eda, and King a bone-crushing 
hug. Eda was very confused by this. "What's going on?" 


"Too tight! Too tight!" King said, the little demon getting crushed. 


"Yeah, Luz is a hugger." | said with a chuckle before | turned to 
Juniper as she gave me a blank expression. "Come on, Juni. Don't 
be a sour puss." It only took a brief moment before she spoke. 


"Eh, why not?" Juniper shrugged before she walked over, where Luz 
then pulled her into the hug. Though surprised by this, the witch girl 
eventually smiled. "Huh, you know, this ain't half bad." 


After that touching moment, Eda then led me and Luz upstairs to our 
rooms. 


"| wasn't expecting anyone else besides Ryuji, so | don't have that 
many rooms. Bathrooms over there, next to Juni's room." Eda said 
as she pointed to the doors on the left before taking us to the first 
door on the right. "Luz, you can use my storage closet. It's not much 
and | will have to clear some stuff out, but it's the best | can do." 
Opening the door, | looked in to see the room was only cluttered by 
the walls, leaving a clear path between the door and the window. 


"That's okay. Thanks, Eda." Luz said as she stepped in before she 
closed the door. 


"Now this will be your room, Ryuji." Eda said, leading me to the next 
door over. 


Upon entering, | saw the room had a mattress with a pillow, a little 
black bookcase left to the mattress, and a mirror against the wall. To 
the right of the mattress was a window which meant | could be able 
to look outside. 


"| put in a pair of Axel's old pjs in there, so you won't be sleeping in 
the clothes you came here with." Eda told me, motioning to the 
clothes on the mattress. 


"Great. Thanks, Eda." | said to her. "And | really appreciate what 
you're doing for Luz." 


"No problem. Seeing how close you two are, it would be wrong to 
split you up." Eda said with a smile. "And don't worry. | won't tell your 
dad about this. I'll leave this as a little... surprise for him when it's 
time for you two to go back." 


"Thanks, Eda. | really mean it." 


"Don't mention it. Now get ready for bed. Got a big day tomorrow." 
Eda said before she then closed the door. 


Using a light spell, | managed to enlighten the room as | got ready to 
get settled in. Taking off my sword sling, | placed it beside the 
bookcase before getting to unpack my backpack. | placed the five 
guidebooks | had on the shelf and placed the framed picture of me 
with my dad and my big bro on top of the bookcase. After getting my 
red blanket on the bed, | then went ahead to get myself dressed, 
taking the clothes Eda had left me with. After getting dressed in my 
new pjs, | took a look at myself in the mirror to see how it looked. 
What I was now wearing was a short-sleeved red shirt and a pair of 
gray shorts. Eda didn't leave me with any socks so | decided to keep 
my black sock with navy blue patches on. Needless to say, it didn't 
look half bad. 


After that, | then decided to go and check on Luz, knocking on her 
door. 


"Hey, Luz. It okay to come in?" | asked her. 


"Yeah. Come right in." Luz said before | opened the door to see her 
setting down her sleeping back and pillow with her bag nearby along 
with a framed picture of her with her mom next to her pillow. Luz had 
changed into her pajamas which were a gray sleeveless top, purple 
shorts with an orange moon and star on the right hip, and white 
socks with indigo patched. 


"| see you're getting settled in." | said to her as | walked over to her. 
"Yeah." | then watched as she then fell back on her sleeping bag and 
pillow. "I just can't believe I'm actually gonna learn how to be a witch 
and do magic like you. Thanks, Ryuji." 


"No problem." | told her. "You're my best friend and I'm always there 
for my friends." 


"Yeah, but still | really appreciate it." Luz said as she smiled at me. 


We smiled at each other for a moment before a sudden buzz broke 
the silence. Looking over, Luz then took her phone out of her back to 


see she got an alert. 
"Got a text from your mom?" | asked her. 


"Yeah. She's asking me how summer camp is." Luz said before she 
gained a worried expression. 


"Hey, don't worry." | said as | walked over and sat next to her, Luz 
sitting up as | did. "I'm sure my dad can cover for you to make sure 
your mom doesn't get worried." 


"You sure?" Luz asked me. 


"I'm sure of it. The last thing we want to do is send your mom into a 
panic." | said before we heard some clearing their throat and looked 
to find King standing at the door, the little demon holding the toy 
bunny. 


"Your sleep cocoon looks fluffy." He shyly said, no doubt wanting to 
sleep on the sleeping bag with Luz. 


Seeing this, Luz patted the sleeping bag as she gave him permission 
to sleep on it. He walked to the foot of the sleeping bag before 
setting down his bunny, doing a little dog circle before curling up to 
the bunny. 


"Don't worry about a thing. My dad will take care of everything.” | 
said to her as | put a reassuring hand on her shoulder. "I promise." 


"Thanks, Ryuji." Luz with a grateful smile, causing me to chuckle. 


"Okay, you really need to stop thanking me. One thank you is 
enough." | told her. 


"Sorry, l'm just really grateful for this." She said as she kept on 
smiling. 


"Well, | better head to bed. I'll be seeing you tomorrow for your first 
day of witch training." | said as | then stood up and walked over to 


the door, giving Luz one last smile as | grabbed the handle. "Good 
night, Luz." 


"Night, DK." Luz said before | then closed the door and walked back 
to my room. 


[No one's view] 


Back with Luz, after getting into her sleeping bag, the human girl 
pulls out her phone and looks at the text her mother sent her, saying 
"How's Summer camp?" Luz smiled as she answered her mother's 
text with "It's great and | think both me and Ryuji are gonna like it 
here." After giving her answer, she then put her phone down beside 
the picture before she drifted off to sleep. 


[Ryuji] 

After getting back to my room, | walked to the window before | 
Opened it to look up at the beautiful night sky. After giving a sigh of 
contentment, my phone buzzed and | picked it out of my bag to see | 
got a text from my dad: 

How's your first day on the Boiling Isles? 


Pausing on what to say, feeling a little worried about the thought of 
telling him the truth. Deciding to not tell him about Luz, | then replied. 


It was pretty great. Eda and Juniper are really nice people. | think I'm 
going to like my summer here. 


My dad soon replied. 
That's great. Well, good night, Ryuji. Have a fun summer. 


Putting my phone next to the picture, | slipped into bed and got the 
blanket over me. 


"Good night, Dad." | said as | looked at the picture before | drifted off 
to sleep. 


Wondering why | can sleep knowing that | lied to my dad and letting 
my human friend spending the summer with me in a dangerous 
place like the Isles? Well, | actually do think Luz has a shot at 
learning magic as others did in the past. Of course, | Know my dad 
will be mad and probably ground me for life for doing this, but | bet 
he might calm down if Luz came back without a scratch and doing 
some magic. Besides, me and her promised that we'd always had 
each other's backs and I'm not gonna go back on that. Sure, there's 
gonna be some trouble along the way with all the weird and 
dangerous things here on the Isles, but I'll take them all on to protect 
my friends for that's who | am. | am the Dragon Kid. As for what's 
gonna happen now? We'll just have to wait and see. DK out! 


[No one's view] 


Outside the Owl House, unknown to anyone, the large, eye-shaped 
window at the front blinked. 


Author's Note: Hey, guys! | hope you all like the first chapter. Now | 
bet some of you have some questions from what you've just read so 
far and | assure you that they will be answered soon. You can leave 
them in the comments if you like. Anyway, the voice actor for Juniper 
Clawthorne is Natalie Palamides. If you think what Ryuji and Luz 
experienced in this chapter is crazy, wait until you see what they end 
up dealing with in the next chapter as they start their second day in 
the Boiling Isles. That's all | got for now. Don't forget to leave a 
comment to tell me what you think of it. See you all in the next 
chapter! 


Chapter 2: Witches Before Wizards 


Chapter 2: Witches Before Wizards 


As the sun rose over the Owl House, in Luz's room, the human girl 
was stirring in her sleep as her dream had her reliving the events 
that transpired yesterday from when she followed Ryuji and Juniper 
through the interdimensional portal to arriving at the Owl House for 
the first time to riding on Eda's staff and flying through the skies of 
the Boiling Isles. Gasping as she woke up, she shot up and looked 
around her surroundings to find she was still in the same room from 
last night and King still sleeping on the end of her sleeping bag, the 
little demon snoring. 


"It wasn't a dream!" The fantasy lover cried out happily before she 
got up and walked over to open the window. "Good morning, 
terrifying fantasy world!" 


"Good morning." Greeted a random giant octopus monster in the 
distance before sinking into the water. 


"Ugh!" Luz flinched slightly upon seeing that. But her discomfort 
disappeared as the sound of King's snoring got her attention. 
Walking back over, she lifted the little demon up, this action 
awakening him. "Good morning, you little cutie-pie." 


"No! | am not your cutie-pie!" King retorted back trying to turn his 
face away from Luz as she rapidly kiss him like a little house pet the 
affection he was getting. 


"Yes, you are." Luz said, hugging him before laying him back down 
where he was sleeping. He sighed as he slumped down onto his 
stomach. 


"| know." King admitted as he slumped down onto his stomach 
before closing his eyes. 


After getting dressed, Luz then walked over to the bathroom through 
which she ducked from two owls flying out of the door upon opening 
it. After the owls left, Luz then carefully walked backward into the 
bathroom and closed the door. As she was walking backward, she 
failed to notice Hooty as he entered the bathroom through the 
window. 


"Hi, Luz." Hooty greeted, scaring the girl who turned around as she 
screamed and karate chopped him. "Aah! I'm just wishing you a 
good morning. Jeez!" The house demon then retracted himself back 
out the window and onto the door. "Hoot! Ow!" 


"Sorry, Hooty!" Luz apologized before she noticed her Azura book on 
the sink counter. Picking it up and opening it, she looks herself in the 
mirror as she then gives herself a pep talk. "This is it, old girl." She 
then put the book in front of her face. "Your first day on the Boiling 
Isles... as a Witches Apprentice!" She exclaimed the last part 
excitedly. 


After she was done in the bathroom, Luz looked around until she 
found a closet. Closing her eyes, she took a deep breath and 
crossed her fingers. 


"Please have witchy clothes. Please have witchy clothes. Please 
have witchy clothes." Luz prayed as she opened the door before 
opening her eyes to see, much to her joy, the closet full of robes, 
hats, brooms, and other items that would belong to a witch. "Yes, 
yes, yes, yes, yes! Yeees!" 


Grabbing a black robe, a witch hat, and a name tag sticker, she puts 
on the hat and robe before she grabs a marker and writes on the 
sticker, making it say "Hello, my name is Witch Apprentice Luz" with 
stars around where she wrote. After doing so, she then peels off the 
stick and puts it on the robe. Now prepared for her day, Luz then 
walks over to Juniper's room. 


"Juniper, rise and shine!" Luz cheerfully said after she knocked on 
the door. 


"Ugh! Too early. Five more minutes." Juniper groaned tiredly from 
within her room. 


"Juniper! Juniper!" King said as he barged into the witch girl's room, 
a scream coming from her soon after. 


"King, how many times do | have to tell you not to wake me up witha 
cannonball?" Juniper said with annoyance. 


"But you got to come to the kitchen!" King said, sounding excited. 
"There's something amazing you got to try!" 


"Ugh! Alright. Just got off my bed and let me get a shirt on." Juniper 
said, King soon coming out of the room. A brief moment later, 
Juniper steps out only wearing only a blue dolman top with the left 
shoulder slouched down on her arm to reveal a red bra strap and 
black polka-dotted magenta boxers, the young witch covering her 
mouth as she yawned. "Okay, show me to the kitchen." 


With that, King then ran off with Juniper and Luz following him. Upon 
reaching the kitchen, the girls' eyes widen in surprise at the sight 
before them. As King happily sat down at the table, Ryuji was fully 
dressed and at the stove as he hummed a tune while cooking. 


"Ryuji?" Luz said, getting his attention. 


"Oh, morning, girls." Ryuji happily greeted them. "You're just in time. 
| was just getting breakfast ready." 


"Juniper, he cooks." King happily whispers as Ryuji placed down 
some sausages in front of him, the little demon going ahead to eat 
them. 


"Now this is how you wake someone up." Juniper said with a smile 
as she walked over and sat at the table before Ryuji set down a plate 


of prepared rice with bacon at the side. "Ooh!" 


"Ryuji, what's all this?" Luz said with a surprised smile as Juni began 
eating. 


"Hey, | said I'd prepare every meal for as long as Eda teaches you 
how to do magic." Ryuji said before he noticed how his friend was 
dressed. "By the way, why are you dressed like that?" 


"Well, if I'm going to be a witch apprentice, | have to look the part." 
Luz said before she ran off. "Oh! | better wish her good morning!" 


[Ryuji] 


"Luz, wait!" | called out before | then used my magic to prepare two 
more rice dishes and make them float over to me. "You can't start 
witch training on an empty stomach!" After the dishes got over to 
him, | then held both plates in each hand. "Hope Eda likes this. | only 
just used what was in the fridge to make this." 


"He-he-he-he." Hearing Juniper's light chuckle, | then turned to her 
with a raised brow. 


"What's so funny, Juni?" | asked her. 


"Oh, nothing." She said with a casual smile. "Oh, just a little heads 
up, but Mom ain't a morning person. So don't freak about what she 
says, alright?" 


Though confused by this, | continued on and managed to find Luz at 
the stairs, getting beside the eager girl as she looked up the stairs 
with a huge smile. | smiled at how excited she was before my 
attention was brought to the top of the stairs from hearing a toilet 
flush. Before long, Eda stepped out dressed in nothing but a plum 
sweater with amber cuffs, a long yet stained, violet nightgown, and 
light yellow bunny slippers. The witch yawned before she noticed 
and looked down at us. 


"Good morning, Eda! Made you breakfast, like | said!" | said as | 
presented her one of the plates. 


"Hello, Eda the Owl Lady." Luz said as she then struck a pose. "I am 
ready for my first day of Witch Apprenticeship!" 


"Ugh!" Eda groaned as she shook her hair out, causing some 
spiders to spill out before she pulled one out from her ear and flicked 
it away. "Who are you again?" Me and Luz were shocked by how 
she responded, acting like she didn't know us. 


She then walked down the stairs before she took the plate from me 
and walked down to the kitchen. Taking the other dish in both hands, 
Luz and | looked at each other as we were both confused by this. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


You guys saw that, right? How could Eda not remember us? We 
literally met her yesterday! 


"Eda, it's me!" | said as we then went after her, managing to catch 
her in the kitchen as she put the plate she took onto the table before 
Opening and searching the fridge. "Ryuji? The son of Axel?" | 
grunted when | got hit in the head which turned out to be a novelty 
mug that said "Thirty and Flirty" with a yellow number 30 and the 
world "flirty" written in pink letters that Eda made come to her hand 
with her magic. "The guy with the curse you promised to help who 
also promised to cook for you in exchange for magic lessons for my 
human friend Luz here?" 


"Yeah, we freed the oppressed and defeated the evil warden 
together yesterday, remember?" Luz put in. 


"Kids, lay off the details." Eda said as she turned to us while holding 
the mug which was filled with a red liquid. "I haven't had my cup of 
Apple Blood yet." 


"You mean ‘apple juice'?" Luz asked, confused by what she meant. 


"No." Eda said with a nonchalant look before she sat down at the 
table with her plate in front of her. Putting her mug down, Eda then 
made a spoon come out of the drawer and into her hand before then 
using the utensil to eat a spoonful of the rice. After doing so, Eda's 
eyes widen with surprise. "Wow! This is good!" She then got to 
eating her food. "What is it?" 


"Apple risotto with a side of bacon." | told her. "I didn't know what you 
guys liked, so | just used whatever was in the fridge." 


"Well, congratulations, kid!" Eda said with a smile. "As of now, you're 
the Owl House's official cook." 


"| second that!" King cheers gobbling up everything on his plate. 
"Here, here!" Juniper added as her mother drank from her mug. 


"Here you go, Luz." | said as | put down a plate for my friend, setting 
it at the table. 


"Ah, that's good Apple Blood." Eda said, looking a little more 
refreshed. "Now I remember. | promised I'd teach your human friend 
magic." 


"That's right." Luz said as she gained an eager smile. "So, Eda, what 
spells are you gonna teach me? When do | get a magic staff? Was | 
supposed to bring my own runes?" She then gasped excitedly. "Do 
you have a dangerous magical quest for me?" 


"Whoa, whoa, whoa, whoa! Slow down, kid." Eda said, taken back 
by the sudden questions. "Being a witch doesn't happen overnight." 


"Yeah, and you're gonna be a witch while wrapped in a bathrobe and 
wearing the dirtiest traffic cone I've ever seen." Juniper said as she 
tried to hold back her laughter. 


"Traffic cone?" | said before | looked over to Luz as she took off the 
hat and blew on it, removing black dust to reveal it as an actual 
traffic cone. Right there and then, King joined Juniper as they both 
laughed while Luz dropped the traffic cone in disappointment. 


"But a magic staff, huh?" Eda asked, getting our attention as she 
sipped some of her drink which paint her lips red. "You really want 
one?" 


"More than anything." Luz honestly said as she regained her smile at 
those words. 


"Magic staff, come to me!" Eda said after she wiped the red off her 
lips, holding out her hand as we all then waited for her said 
possession to appear. 


It was definitely coming, but not seemed to be fumbling around the 
house as we heard, clattering, crashing, and all kinds of different 
stuff breaking. 


"No. Oh, come on!" Juniper groaned in annoyance upon hearing the 
sounds. "I just finished cleaning up the last mess!" Soon after she 
said that, her mother's staff flew in, but it whacked the witch in the 
head instead of being caught and Eda fell to the floor. Juniper smiled 
amusingly at this. "But, on the other hand, seeing that is sort of worth 
it." 


"Smart ass." Eda retorted to her daughter as she picked her staff up 
and twirled it around a bit before planting the end to the floor. "It's 
early." After recovering, the Owl Lady then went on with teaching Luz 
some basic knowledge. "Now, witches, wizards, and warlocks are 
awarded their staffs after learning and mastering their magic." She 
motioned to her staff as she said this. "With me as your teacher, 
you'll be taking a different approach, just like Juni here." Using her 
magic, Eda then made a large bag filled with glass potion bottles 
land on the floor. "You'll have to work for it. Same goes for you if you 
want me to help you with that curse, Ryuji." 


"Whoa, whoa! Hang on." | spoke up as | pointed my thumb at King 
and Juniper who paused from eating. "If you're gonna have us do 
any work, can it wait until we all had a good breakfast." 


"Yeah, Mom. Let's eat something before getting down to business." 
Juniper said as drool leaked out of the corner of her mouth. "I just 
started eating and I'm hungry." 


"Okay, okay. | guess we all could eat before we do anything." Eda 
said, King and Juniper cheering before they went back to eating. 


With Eda and Luz sitting down to eat, | then went on to prepare my 
own plate. Just when | did though... 


"Hey, serve me up seconds!" Juniper said as she held up her plate 
which she surprisingly licked clean. 


"Whoa! Okay." | said as | then used my magic to take her plate and 
load it with prepared rice and bacon before sending it back. 


"Thanks, DK!" Juniper said before she then began eating her food 
with much gusto as | then went on to sit down between Luz and Eda. 


"Wow. Never seen anyone with such a big appetite except my big 
bro." | said before | turned to Eda. "Is this normal for her?" 


"Eh, pretty much." Eda told us as she ate. "Speaking of, you two 
might want to eat yours before she snatches them. I've seen her do 
plenty of eating competitions, so she won't think second about taking 
anyone else's food." With that, Luz and | then got to eating our 
breakfast, not wanting the Clawthorne girl to take it. 


After eating breakfast, Luz and Juniper then got dressed, coming out 
in the clothes they had yesterday. 


"Well, now we don't have to worry about leftovers." | said as the 
witch girl pat her now full stomach as she had eaten all that | 


prepared for today's breakfast. After Luz picked up the bag, the three 
of us then followed Eda into the living room as she began to explain 
to me and Luz the details of her line of work. 


"Now onto business." Eda said as we followed her into the living 
room. "I run a few businesses. On weekends, as you already know, | 
offer rare human treasures that Owlbert and Juni drag over from the 
human realm." She tapped the owl on her staff and her daughter 
before she picked up a toy sword. 


"| shall smite my enemies!" The sword said after Eda press the 
button. 


"Yeah, ages six to eleven." | jokingly whispered, getting Luz to 
giggle. 


"But most days, | sell only the finest homemade elixirs and potions." 
Eda said as she tossed the sword aside. 


"Snake Oil?" Luz said after she pulled out a bottle from the bag, 
reading the label out loud. 


"No one wants an unoiled snake." Eda said with a smile before 
walking off. "Follow me." We then followed her to the balcony outside 
before she pointed toward a town out in the distance. "Today, you 
two will deliver packages and sell potions to that town over there, 
Bonesborough." 


“Bonesborough..." | said, now getting excited to explore my first 
town in the Boiling Isles. 


"Be careful though." Eda told us. "I have rivals everywhere who'd 
love to take my business down and you along with it. Ryuji, | 
especially want you to keep an eye out for people like that, 
especially the Emperor's Coven. Warden Wrath no doubt told them 
about you, so they'll be on the look for you." 


"Yeah, Wrath said he wanted me to use me as bait for my dad." | 
said, remembering what happened at the Conformatorium. 


"What did your dad do to make them so mad?" Luz asked with worry 
in her eye. 


"It's not them, but the Emperor himself that's mad at him." | told her. 
"Much like my grandfather, he was against the rules Belos set up. 
Dad didn't exactly told me what he did, all that it led to him being 
hunted so much that he can't use our family's portal to here as much 
as he likes." 


"And the same reason he had you go through the portal | have." Eda 
put in. "Luckily, no one will be able to spot you in an instant, so you 
should be able to keep a low profile as long as no one sees your 
curse. That right there is a dead giveaway." 


"How does the Emperor's Coven know about my curse?" | asked. 


"Let's just say when your mom got her curse, it showed itself ina 
place everyone can see." Eda told me before she turned to Luz. 
"Which is why | will be counting on you to help him stay hidden." Eda 
then gave my human friend a smile. "You wanted a dangerous 
magical quest? Sister, you've got one." 


"| won't let you down, Miss Eda." Luz said with a salute, accidentally 
letting the bag slip out of her hands. 


"Phew! That was close." | sighed in relief as | managed to catch the 
bag and gently put it down on the ground with my magic. 


“Thanks, DK." Luz said with a grateful smile. 
"Yeah, you better stay close to each other." Eda said before we all 


then walked downstairs with me and Luz going outside to get the 
bag. 


"Remember, never befriend a man in sandals and measure twice, 
cut once." Eda told us. "Got that?" 


"Uh..." Was all Luz could say before Eda interrupted her. 


"Great! Good luck!" Eda said before she slammed the door in our 
faces. 


"How her and my dad became friends, I'll never know." | said as | 
strapped the Saisho to my back. "Honestly, | think she might be 
doing all this just so she doesn't have to cook and have us do her 
chores." 


[No one's view] 


Back inside the Owl House, Juniper then spoke to Eda with a raised 
brow. 


"Mom, no offense, but do you really think it's a good idea to let them 
go out alone?" Juniper asked, getting her mother's attention. "It's 
only their second day on the Isles and you didn't exactly give them a 
map. Also it just looks like you're just using them instead of keeping 
your promise." 


"I'm keeping my word, Juni, really." The witch firmly answered. 
"Though | see your point. You better go with them. Oh, and take King 
with ya too." 


"Got it, Mom." Juniper replied as King woke up. 


"What?" King said in objection as he stood up in shock. "But Juniper 
is more than enough for this! She and Ryuji know magic! And | just 
found the perfect spot! Why do | have to go?" 


"King, you can have your power nap when you come back." Eda 
bluntly told him. "While | agree Juni might be able to handle things 
and that Ryuji can be able to take care of himself, he's still new to 


this world like his human friend. We all know that they're going to get 
lost or eaten, probably both." 


"We can hear you!" Ryuji angrily said as he popped up at the 
window. 


"And we won't get eaten or lost!" Luz added in reassurance as she 
joined Ryuji at the window before Eda used her magic to pull down a 
curtain. 


"It's for extra precautions. Plus, you work for me too." Eda then 
crossed her arms. "Unless you want to start paying rent, | suggest 
you go with them." 


King then angrily stomped his feet as he did a quick tantrum before 
getting off the chest and joining Juniper in walking to the duo 
outside, the witch girl grabbing and putting on her cloak as they did. 


[Ryuji] 


A moment after Luz and | left the window, King and Juniper then 
came out with Juniper wearing her cloak. 


"Be back by nightfall or risk moral peril!" Eda said in a rather cheerful 
tone before she closed the door. It wasn't long until she quickly 
opened it again. "Also love you, Juni!" 


"Have a nice trip!" Hooty cheerfully said after Eda closed the door. 
"Huh! Let's get this over with." King said with a sigh of annoyance. 
After getting to Bonesborough, we started our walk through the 


streets with Luz carrying the bag while Juniper held onto a list Eda 
gave her so we would know where to make deliveries. 


"Alright, looks like we only got about a decent amount of clients to 
visit." Juniper said as she looked over the list. "This won't take too 
much of the day." 


"So do you usually do this on your own, Juni?" | asked the witch girl. 
"Sometimes. Other times, King comes along." She told me. 
"That's because you force me to!" 


"Oh, really? So you weren't actually bored?" Juniper smugly retorted 
with a raised eyebrow as we came to an entryway that lead us to the 
streets. 


After going through the gate, me and Luz looked around in awe at all 
the different kinds of creatures who were the citizens of the town as 
they walked around, doing their daily routines. | even saw this weird- 
looking butterfly demon that had two heads. 


"Hey, it's rude to stare." King said, getting mine and Luz's attention. 


"Yeah. | know everything is weird to you, but you need to watch what 
ya look at." Juniper advised. "Stare at the wrong 'thing' and we could 
be in trouble." 


"Sorry, this is just a lot to take in." | said with an embarrassed smile. 
"| just can't believe I'm actually here. I've only heard about it from 
stories my dad told me when | was little. To actually be here, on 
these very grounds of the Demon Realm." 


"Yeah, I've only seen places like this in my dreams and it's 
incredible." Luz put in. "Are Ryuji and | the only humans here?" 


"Well, technically DK is a hybrid who's only half-human." Juniper told 
her. "But, yeah there is nothing like the two of you around here, not 
that I've seen anyway. Have you, King?" 


"Nope. Not one." The demon replied back, shrugging his shoulders. 


"They're right. There's not a single human here." | said as | 
explained. "While some might have a little human blood in their 
veins, they are completely inhuman. While I'm a half-human, you're 
the only actual pure human around here and one from the human 
realm | might add." 


"Wow!" Luz said in awe as she gently put the bag down. "Hey, 
maybe there's a reason why I'm the only human here, right?" Luz 
then gasped excitedly. "What if I, Luz Noceda, average teen, actually 
had a predetermined path of greatness? Just. Like. Azura." 


"Whoa! Take it easy, Luz." | said to her. "Let's not get crazy here." 


"Yeah, the only reason you're here is because you followed me and 
your boyfriend through the portal." Juniper put in. 


"I'm not her boyfriend! /He's not my boyfriend!" Me and Luz 
immediately said to the witch girl. 


"Whatever!" Juniper said. "Plus, the only reason you're not back 
home is because of the deal DK made with my mom." 


"Hey, you helped with convincing her, Juni." | reminded her. 


"Yeah, | know." She told me. "The point is that you can't go straight 
ahead and think you're living some action-packed, superhero witch 
life like you read in that nerd book of yours." | gave Juniper a glare 
for her disrespecting The Good Witch Azura . 


"But what if | am?" Luz said, her excitement shining in her eyes. "It 
just makes sense. DK's part of a superhero family and he can do 
amazing magic. Maybe I'm destined to work with him as a powerful, 
magic duo like Azura and Ludolf!" 


"Luz, aS much as | would like us to be a team like that, I'm afraid that 
is part of some sort of destiny." | told her. "The life of Azura and 
Ludolf is all just fantasy fiction. Real life doesn't act like it does in 
books." 


"Yeah. Did Azura's path of greatness involve her delivering boil 
cream?" King said with a nonchalant expression as he picked out 
and held out a bottle of the said content. 


"Today, I'm delivering packages," Luz said in a positive before she 
enthusiastically twirled, "but tomorrow, I'll be earning the respect of 
everyone on the Boiling Isles with my magical prowess!" 


"Ha! Good luck with that!" King said, doubting the statement. "The 
Boiling Isles is nothing but a cesspool of despair. Why do you think 
Axel doesn't come back to this dump?" 


"Hey, watch your mouth there, buddy!" | said, disliking that comment. 
"From the way he told me, my dad loves the Isles! It's like a home 
away from home to him!" 


"Yeah! | bet this place is less of a cesspool of despair and more like 
a cesspool of delight." Luz said as she heaved the bag of bottles 
over her shoulder. "Come on, Ryuji! Let's go sell us some potions!" 


"I'm coming, I'm coming." | said as | followed her, chuckling at her 
enthusiasm. 


[No one's view] 

After Ryuji and Luz walked away, Juniper then spoke to King. 

"Well, you gotta give Luz a big hand for trying to look on the bright 
side of things." Juniper said as she and the demon watched the two 
scout around for customers. "There's not that many like that around 
here." 


"| Know and that's what makes it so annoying." King commented as 
Ryuji then pointed over to a nearby centaur. 


"Actually, it's kind of cute." Juniper smiled as she watched Ryuji and 
Luz go over to the centaur. "Maybe that's what DK likes about her." 


[Ryuji] 


After getting over to the centaur, | then spoke to him as he was 
examining this pumpkin he picked up, looked directly at his face 
which was concealed by a skull mask. 


"Excuse me, Sir." | said to him. "Hi, we're traveling sellers of potions 
and elixirs. Would you like to buy one of our products? | bet we have 
something you might need." 


"Sure, kid. Just one thing..." The centaur said with a sigh before he 
put the pumpkin down. "My eyes are down here." 


"Aah!" | yelped in shock as | looked down and saw his face was on 
his chest and not on his head, the abs he had actually being this sort 
of chin. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Yeah, this day did not really go smoothly for us. Nobody was 
interested in buying any potions from us, especially the ones me and 
Luz reacted too. Honestly, the deliveries were easier than walking 
around and trying to offer potions to people. Of course, the answers 
to the door weren't exactly easy even though we did get the 
payments for them. Much like this one... 


Doing the deliveries, we stopped at one house which looked normal 
enough except for this doorbell that looked like an open mouth with 
the button at the center. After Luz rang the bell, the mouth turned out 
to be real as it then chomped on Luz's hand and started sucking her 
in. 


"Aah! Help!" Luz said as her arm was sucked into the mouth. 


"Oh, boy!" Juniper said as me and her grabbed Luz, keeping my 
human friend from being sucked in whole. 


"No, no, no! She is not food!" | said as me and Juniper tried to pull 
Luz out of the mouth. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Yeah, at this point, | was starting to think King might had been right 
about why Dad didn't come back to the Isles. If things were like this 
for him, | wouldn't have blamed him for not wanting to come back. 


After a while with only having one last delivery on the list, the four of 
us stopped to take a break, sitting down at the sidewalk while 
Juniper ate a sandwich she brought and King ate a notdog from a 
nearby notdog cart, the notdog being a hotdog bun with some kind of 
black lump in it. While they did, me and Luz just looked forward with 
looks of both annoyance and disappointment. 


"Mmmm! So good." The young witch said as she was enjoyed his 
lunch before sighing in content. 


"| don't know about you, but | know I've had enough delight for one 
day." King said. 


"Yeah, yeah." | sourly said. 
"Hey, why the long faces?" Juniper asked. 


"It's nothing." | told her. "It's just that the way my dad told me about 
the Isles made look like such a wonderful place. But now that I'm 
here and getting to see it, it's doesn't seem like anything that | 
thought it would be. And it doesn't even help that she sent me and 
Luz out here without teaching her any magic or giving me any advice 
in how to deal with my curse like she promised." 


"Yeah, and | thought being the only human in a magical world would 
make me special." Luz said as she reached into the bag and pulled 
out her Azura book. "But, apparently, it just makes everyone want to 


scream at me or..." When she lifts up her arm, she revealed the 
same butterfly demon from before gnawing on her elbow, "eat me." 
Deciding to stop the demon from eating my friend, | then smacked it 
away. "Thanks, Ryuji." Luz then opened her book to show the 
illustration page of Azura receiving a quest from a great wizard. "At 
this point, AZura had already been sent on an enchanted quest. 
Where's my quest-granting wizard?" 


"Sorry to break it to you, Luz, but no one here is that well-dressed." 
King said told my friend. 


"Yeah, he ain't wrong about. Besides, wizards aren't as great as you 
think they are." Juniper told us. "I Know that you had a rough day, but 
my mom is a witch of her word. She had me doing this while she was 
teaching me. | think this is just her way of seeing if you two are 
willing to learn." 


"Yeah, but this has only showed us that the Isles had got our hopes 
up for nothing." | told her. 


"Guys, this is only your second day on the Boiling Isles." She said, 
trying to cheer us up. "Don't compare this to the stories anyone told 
you or compare yourselves to the witch and the werewolf in your 
books. Your story is different from theirs. | bet you two will have your 
own tale to tell when you go back home, one that's just beginning.” | 
did feel a little better from hearing this, but not enough to smile. Luz 
was just the same. "Look, we just have one more delivery and we'll 
be done for the day." Juniper then got up and took the bag before 
putting it over her shoulder. "By the time we get back, | bet Mom will 
get start on your lessons in magic and handling curses. That's what 
you want, right?" 


"Yeah." | said, trying my best to not to sound so sad. 
"Then let's go and get this delivery done." Juniper said as she then 


took out the list. "Come on! It's not too far from here! The sooner we 
get it done, the sooner we can get back so Mom can teach ya 


somethings." | turned to Luz, who looked at me for a moment before 
she nodded and then put her book back in her bag. 


"Okay, we're coming." | said with a sigh as | stood up before helping 
Luz to her feet. 


[No one's view] 


Unknown to them, from an alley across the street, a mysterious 
figure was watching them as Ryuji and Luz walked to catch up with 
Juniper, King soon getting up to join them. After they walked out of 
sight, the figure then swiftly left, leaving no trace behind. 


[Ryuji] 


After walking for a while, we then turned and headed down an 
alleyway, one that gave a really creepy vibe. 


"Uh, Juni, are you sure we're going the right way?" | asked the witch 
as we walked. 


"Well, that's what it says on the address." Juniper told me. "Relax. All 
we're gonna do is deliver one little package. Simple as that." 


"Yeah, she's right." Luz said, trying her best to smile. "Let's just do 
this last delivery and head home." 


"Look, I'm just saying that this place seems a little sketchy, especially 
someone who's receiving a potion." | said as we then went through 
an entryway with a tarp door. "Considering what we just experienced 
and who we're helping, it's possible this delivery might be a... trick." 


With all of us looking forward, Luz gasped in awe at what was in 
front of us. Instead of someplace sketchy like | thought it would, we 
were now in front of a great and majestic castle. 


"Whoa." | said, amazed by the sight. 


"Pretty." Luz said, feeling much the same as we walked to the front 
and she rang the doorbell, this one not trying to eat her or anything 
after it rang before the doors then opened to us. 


"Okay, now I'm starting to see what you were getting at, DK." Juniper 
said, making me turn my head to see the concern look she had. "I 
don't like the vibe I'm getting here." 


"Yeah, big houses always belong to big whackjobs." King said in 
agreement. "Let's kick the package inside and get outta here." 


"What? And miss out on this?" | said, wanting to enter the castle. 
"This is the kind of stuff | thought | would get to see here in the Isles. 
Looks like there is some delight around here, right, Luz?" After 
getting a response, | then turned to find Luz gone. "Luz?" 


"Hello?" Hearing her voice, we all then looked to see her already 
walking inside the castle. 


"Luz, wait up!" | said as | ran over to catch up. 


"Wait, hold on!" Juniper said as she and King followed us inside, the 
door closing behind them. Though it was sudden, | pushed it aside 
and continued on, managing to catch up to Luz. 


"Hello? Anybody here?" | spoke out as we all entered a darkened 
room. "We're here to deliver a package from Eda the Owl Lady?" 


The moment | said that, lights turned to reveal the room as a grand 
library with a grand staircase leading up to an entryway with the 
picture of a wizard dressed in purple with his robe patterned with 
gold stars. Before long, the same wizard from the picture stepped 
out from the entryway and stood atop of the stairs, me and Luz 
gasping in awe at this. 


"Today just got good." Luz said as she smiled. 


"You got that right." | said, sharing the same smile. "I can't believe it! 
A real wizard." 


"More like weird old man in jim-jams." Juniper nonchalantly said, 
earning an elbow from me. 


"Don't be rude." | told her before the wizard spoke up, walking down 
the stairs. 


"Hello, there. | welcome you to my humble abode." The wizard 
politely said to us. "I was in my tower, reading the stars. And who 
might you all be?" with eyes full of curiosity?" 


"Just some delivery kids." Juniper simply said. "If you just tell us 
what you ordered, we'll be on our way." 


"Oh, yes. My package." The wizard said. "Though | do sense more 
with your friends who possess eyes full of curiousity." He then turned 
to me and Luz as we looked at him in awe. "Young man, young lady, 
dareth | say that | believe | sense something unique about you both." 
He then walked over to us as he used a spell circle to summon 
chairs and a small table set with tea cups full of tea and a tray of 
food. "Please, would you join me for tea?" | was about to accept 
when Juniper stopped me. 


"Nice of you to offer, but we're good." Juniper said before she 
whispered to me and Luz. "Come on, guys. Let's just get out of 
here." 


"Yeah, let's scram!" King whispered, jumping up behind Luz. 
"Wizards are just old people with glitter in their pockets." 


"Come on, King. Aren't you exaggerating a bit?" | said before King 
pointed at the wizard where | then watched as he took some dust out 
of his pocket and scattered it to the side. 


"Yeah, | don't really trust this guy." Juniper said. 


"Okay, now | know you're just being paranoid." | told her. "Compared 
to everything else we just met, this guy looks pretty harmless." 


"Yeah. | mean, look at him." Luz said as we all looked at him. "The 
stars on his robe are sparkling. And there's a baby fox in his beard." 
Looking to his beard, we saw it was true as this little fox poked its 
head out and looked at us with adorable eyes. 


"You see? This is the kind of person | was expecting we'd meet 
around here." | said before | then gained a sly smile as | went on to 
reel King in. "Plus, King, | think | see scones on the table." 


"Where?" King eagerly said before he then rushed right over to the 
table. 


"DK, we didn't come here for tea." Juniper said to me with a scowl. 
"We're supposed to deliver a package, remember?" 


"Yeah, | know, but this is the first person we met today who doesn't 
think of us as weird or wants to eat us." | said to her, trying to change 
her mind. "It's just for a little talk. Once we're done, | promise we'll 
give the nice wizard his package and head back to the Owl House." 


"Ugh! Fine." Juniper groaned. "But we're heading straight back to the 
house after this, got it?" 


"Got it." | said before | spoke to the wizard. "Actually, sir..." 


"Oh, please. No need for formality." The wizard kindly said. "You may 
call me 'Adegast'." 


"Oh, sorry." | said to him. "We would love to have tea with you, 
Adegast." 


With that, we all then walked over with me and the girls taking our 
seats in the three empty chair across from Adegast while King got on 
the table and began eating the scones there were there. 


"Hm. Young man, | see you have a weapon in your possession." 
Adegast said as | then realized | still had my sword on my back. 


"Oh, my Saisho." | said, worried that | may had upset him. "I'm sorry. 
| should've known better than to have weapons on me at the table." 


"Oh, don't worry. | don't mind." Adegast told me, stopping from taking 
my weapon strap off. "After all, a warrior should not be without his 
arms for battle, especially in a place like the Boiling Isles." | smiled at 
his compliment. 


"Do you sell potions, Mr. Adegast?" | heard Luz say before | looked 
behind us to find a small cart littered with potions. 


"Why, yes. | run a small business." Adegast nodded. 

"You should run a small business of running more scones into my 
mouth! Ha!" King proudly said as he held up the plate he licked clean 
of scones. 

"I'm surprised to see you here." Adegast said with a hand under his 
chin. "It was my understanding that Eda delivered the packages 


herself. As such, | was not expecting her child and two humans to 
come." 


"Well, actually I'm a hybrid." | told him. "My father was human and 
my mother was a witch." 


"Ah, | see. Hmm." Adegast then looked at me with concern. 
"What's wrong?" | asked him with worry. 


"It's nothing, just that I've seem to understand that you are deeply 
trouble by something." He said before he then told me something 
that surprised me. "Under a terrible curse must not be easy." 


"How did you know | was cursed?" 


"Your eye, it has the paled sign of one who is cursed." Adegast told 
me, making me put a hand by my gray eye. "More specifically, one 
who has been born with such a thing." 


"Yeah, my mother was cursed and some of it passed onto me." | told 
him, looking down in despair. "It's because of it that | haven't met her 
before in my entire life." 


"Oh, | am terribly sorry, my boy." Adegast gave me a look of pity. 


"It's fine." | said before trying my best to smile. "I don't think we've 
been properly introduced completely. My name is Ryuji and these 
are my friends: my human friend Luz, Juniper, and the little demon 
on your table is King." 


"Yes, | was quite aware of who this young witch was." Adegast said 
as he turned to Juniper for a moment. "Seeing as she is her child, | 
can understand why she could be delivering my package and being 
accompanied by a demon." He then turned to me. "Though I'm not 
quite sure as to why you and your human friend would be 
accompanying her." 


"Well, we're actually staying with Eda for the summer." | told him. 
"My dad sent me to her so she could help me with my curse." 


"Ah, yes. | have heard that Eda has experience with curses." 
Adegast then turned his gaze to Luz. "And what about you, my 
dear?" 


"Oh, me?" Luz said with surprise. "Well... I'm kinda, sorta her 
apprentice." 


"Oh! | see now." Adegast said with surprise. "And how are you and 
Ryuji finding the experience so far?" His question made us both sigh. 


"Can we be honest with you, Adegast?" | said to him. "I'm not sure 
this is something we can really enjoy. My dad told me that this place 
was wonderful and that | would have a good time. Now that I'm here 


though, I'm just starting to think that he was lying just so | could 
believe there was something to love about this place. It especially 
doesn't help consider that this is our second day here and she's 
having us doing this instead of helping me with my curse and 
teaching Luz how to do magic like she promised." 


"Yeah, I'm pretty much the same." Luz put in as she took a cup of 
tea. "When | decided to stay in this magical world, | thought | was 
meant for something special, but Eda thinks I'm meant for chores 
and I'm afraid | came to the wrong place." 


"Okay, guys, I'm gonna have to stop you right there." Juniper spoke 
up in a serious tone. "My mom might be a lot of things, but she 
always keeps her word. There's more to being just a witch than in 
your books and movies, Luz, a lot more than you think. And, DK, my 
mom is going to help with your curse. She's just trying to see if you 
are willing to learn how to deal with it." 


"Your friend is very much right. Though | do believe | might have a 
solution for you both." Adegast said as he stood up from his chair. "I 
have a quest..." 


"A quest?" Luz excitedly as she shot out of her seat, dropping the tea 
cup and breaking it. Adegast chuckled a bit in amusement by her 
enthusiasm. 

"Luz, | don't think he was finish." | said with an amused smile myself. 


"Your friend is right." Adegast said. "| was about to say that | havea 
question for you both." 


"Oh, sorry." Luz said with a little embarrassment. 
"Not to worry. Now my question is..." Adegast said before he spoke 


out profoundly. "Would you like to go on a quest?" Luz and | then 
gasped from hearing this. 


"Wait, as in a real quest? Like filled with magic, danger, and 
wonder?" | asked as | got up from my seat, causing Adegast to nod. 


"Yes!" Luz eagerly answered. 


"Hold up, what exactly are you playing, beardy?" Juniper said as she 
got up from her seat. 


"| assure that | am very serious. | do believe that | have a solution to 
all your troubles." Adegast said as he then pulled out a sealed scroll 
out of his beard. "Within this scroll is a map through which leads to 
the resting place of the legendary Celestial Staff." 


"Celestial Staff?" Luz said in awe. 


"Yes, it is a powerful and ancient relic created by the ancient 
ancestors of the Noble Three." Adegast explained as he unrolled the 
scroll to show us a map of the entire Iles, the image of what 
appeared to be a grand staff resting at the center of a majestic lake. 
"It holds great wisdom and power. Anyone who wields it can cast any 
spell and break even the strongest of curses." 


"The strongest of curses?" | then gasped in realization. "Wait, are 
you saying that staff can get rid of the curse | have?" 


"Indeed, but there is something you must know." Adegast said. "The 
Celestial Staff cannot be wielded by just anyone. Many had tried to 
take the staff, but all had failed." 


"Wait, is this like a ‘Sword in the Stone’ kind of thing?" | asked him. 


"That the staff can only be wielded by one worthy enough to wield 
it?" 


"Yes, which is why | also speak of this to your human friend." 
Adegast said before he turned to Luz. "Legend foretells of a human 
child who would come to this world and wield this staff to free the 
Isles from a great and powerful evil." Hearing those words, | had 


suspected that the "great and powerful evil" was no doubt Emperor 
Belos. "Perhaps thou hath cometh here for a reason." 


"| believe | have." Luz said in awe as she took the map before she 
nudged me where | then shrugged as to silently admit that | was 
probably wrong about her having a destiny here in the Isles. 


"Though you must know that finding the Celestial Staff is not an easy 
task." Adegast said to us. "Should you believe yourself worthy to 
attempt this quest..." 


"So worthy!" Luz said as she eyed the piece of paper. 
"You need to know the road is dark and perilous." 

"Love peril, big fan of peril!" 

"And only the Chosen One can pull the staff from its post." 


"Chosen one." Luz repeated the two words that resonated with her 
the most. 


"Neat story, awesome." King sarcastically said as he dragged the 
bag. "Anyway, the food is gone and we are too." 


"Yes, we have to go..." Luz said before she spoke out in an excited 
tone. "And pack for this enchanted quest! I'm in!" 


"And you're not going alone." | said with a grin. "I'm coming with ya!" 
"You can count me in." Juniper said as she shared the same grin, 
surprising us. "I don't really trust the old guy, but if that staff can do 
all that stuff, might as well help my two awesome housemates get it." 


"Awesome! The more, the merrier!" | said, happy that she was on 
board. 


"Wonderful." Adegast said with a proud smile before me, King, and 
the girls started our walk out of the castle the way we came in. 


"Good luck to you all, brave heroes!" 


"Thanks, Adegast! We won't let you down!" | said as | waved 
goodbye to him. 


[No one's view] 


After Ryuji turns back around, unknown to the four as they walked 
back down the hall they came out of, Adegast watches them leave 
with an oddly proud smile. After he hears the slam of his own door 
closing, all the lights in the library go out, concealing the wizard in 
darkness. 


[Ryuji] 


After getting back to the Owl House, me and the girls went on to 
grab some things for the quest before heading up to Luz's room to 
do so with King following us. Luz managed to find the toy sword from 
earlier along with its sheath. As me and Luz packed our bags with 
what we would need, Juniper started reading the map to see where 
we needed to go. She's lived on the Isles her whole life, so it just 
made sense she would be our guide. 


"| can't believe we're actually going on a real-life, magical quest!" | 
said, excited by all this. "And think, if it all goes well, l'Il be able to 
use my dragon form. l'Il finally be able to know what it feels like to 
have the wind brush against my scales as | soar through the clouds!" 


"And I'll be able to do magic as the Chosen One!" Luz said before 
saying something that caught my attention. "By the way, what kind of 
chosen one should | be?" 


"What do you mean?" | asked as | turned to face her. 
"| mean, should | be full of optimism and goodness, like the Good 


Witch Azura?" Luz said as she held up her book in one hand before 
passing it to the other hand in front of her face, switching from the 


bright smile she usually haves to a serious look with a raised brow. 
"Or should | be like a bad girl Chosen One with black nail polish and 
a mysteriously withdrawn attitude? Being like, 'I act like | don't care, 
but | secretly do'." 


"Oh, you guys talking about bad girls?" Eda asked as she poke her 
head in the room before walking in with curiosity while holding a 
dismembered arm by its bone for some reason. "Wait, what's going 
on?" 


"Eda, tell Luz and Ryuji how dumb wizards are." King said from atop 
the rolled-up sleeping bag Luz planned to take with us. 


"Ugh! Wizards are the worst." Eda groaned in disgust as she swung 
the arm out, making King duck down. "Never trust a man in casual 
drapery.” 


"Yeah, what she said." Juniper commented as she continued trying 
to read the map. "I ain't got nothing against them, just that most of 
them are a bunch of jerks." 


"Wait, why are talking about wizards?" Eda questioned. 


"Because one of your clients was a wizard..." King said as he was 
holding back his laughter and slowly losing control, "who told Luz 
that she... she was... a Chosen One!" He then burst out laughing. 


"Wait, wait! Luz?" Eda said in amusement before she joined King in 
on the laughter. 


"He even gave her a map!" King said as they continued to laugh, this 
causing Luz to frown in embarrassment as the poor girl hid her face 
behind her book. 


"Really, guys?" | spoke out with a glare at the two as | comforted 
Luz. "Is this necessary?" 


"Yeah, lay off her!" Juniper said as she got in between me and Luz 
and King and Eda, glaring at the laughing duo as she stuck up for 
Luz. "Especially consider me and DK are gonna go with her on this 
quest thingy." 


"Wait, what?" Eda said in disbelief as she stopped laughing. "Hold 
on, all three of you are doing this?" 


"Well, yeah." Juniper said before she looked back at the map. "At 
least, that's what we're gonna do if | can figure out this map." 


"Okay, Luz and Ryuji falling for this, | can believe." Eda said, getting 
her daughter's attention back. "But why are you gonna go on some 
wild goose chase for?" 


"Because this 'wild goose chase' happens to have something that 
could help us." Juniper told her mother. "That wizard told us there's a 
staff that is so frickin’ strong that it can break any kind of curse! Do 
you know what that means?" 


"Hold up, let me see that map." Eda said as she then took the map 
and looked it over before turning back to Juniper. "You didn't 
honestly think this was real?" 


"What?" Me and the girls said in shock. 


"This map is bunk. It doesn't even point to any specific place around 
here." Eda told us as she then gave the map back to Juniper. "Plus, 
there's no lake with a Celestial Staff on the Boiling Isles. If there was, 
| would have stolen that ages ago." 


"But what if there is?" Juniper said as she tried to convince her 
mother to think otherwise. "If the Celestial Staff really does exist, 
then..." 


"Juni, | told you that there isn't." Eda told her. "I've been all around 
the Isles and not once even found anything like that." 


"Maybe you just weren't looking hard enough." Juniper glared, 
causing Eda to narrow her eyes at the little witch. 


"Watch your tone, young lady." Eda angrily said to her daughter. 


"If you two are gonna fight, mind taking it out of the room?" | spoke 
out, getting the Clawthornes' attention as | stood up and walked over 
to them with a glare. "Luz is already upset enough as it is." 


"Yeah, | see your point." Eda said after seeing Luz's upset face 
before speaking to her with a smile. "Hey, Luz." Luz then looked up 
to the Owl Lady. "Cheer up. Couple more months here and you won't 
look like such a mark." 


"Eda, would you please leave?" | harshly told her. 


"Okay, okay. Take it easy." Eda said before she spoke to her 
daughter. "Juni, follow me. We'll talk in the living room." Juniper 
huffed as she followed her mother out of the room, dropping the map 
which I then pick up. Remember there was still one person left in the 
room, | then turned my gaze to him. 


"What?" King asked me in confusion. 

"You need to leave too." | told him. 

"What? Why?" 

"Because you laughing at her is part of the reason Luz is upset." 


"Oh, come on! | just got comfy!" With a growl, | then grabbed King by 
the fur and started carrying him to the door, much to the demon's 
shock. "Wait, hold on!" 


"Get out!" After tossing him out, | then slammed the door closed. 
Leaning against it, | panted a bit as my anger started to fade away. 
After | calmed down, | then turned to Luz to see how bummed out 
she was before then walking over and sitting next to her. "You okay, 
Luz?" 


"Yeah, I'm fine." Luz said before she then leaned into me in despair. 
"Maybe Eda is right. Maybe that map is nothing but bunk." 


Seeing this, | used one arm to try and hug her in comfort, even 
though | felt much the same. Eda did know more about the Isles than 
any of us, so | was starting to believe that maybe the wizard was just 
lying to make us feel better, much like my dad had done to make me 
see the Isles as a wonderful place. Though that changed went | 
looked at the map and was surprised to find a Japanese character 
glowing in white above the image of the Celestial Staff, the character 
meaning "One". 


"Or maybe she's wrong." | said as | let go of Luz, letting my friend sit 
up as she looked and gasped in awe at what | found. 


After she slowly took it, the character then disappeared. After looking 
at it in confusion, | then looked over and saw that where | had the 
map was directly under the sunlight coming from the window. Getting 
a thought of what was going on, | then grabbed Luz and got her to 
stand up with me before | then moved her hands to where the map 
was directly in the sunlight. From doing so, we both gasped as more 
Japanese characters appeared along with a line on the map of the 
Isles, the character | saw before actually being part of a title written 
in Japanese which actually said "The Chosen One". 


"The directions to the Celestial Staff!" | said in awe. "The real map is 
written in morning dew ink, a special invisible ink that can only be 
revealed in pure sunlight! That's why Juni couldn't see it." 


"And it haves something written in Japanese!" Luz said, just as 
amazed by this. "Ryuji, you know Japanese! Read what it says!" 


"Okay." | said before | then got to reading it out loud. "Let's see... the 
title says 'The Chosen One’... and this looks like some sort of 
prophecy. 'With secrets revealed, the journey is far from done with 
the light of day revealing the path of the Chosen One. There lies the 
staff of great power wielded by the one to light the land's darkest 
hour. Many who follow shall be lead astray for only the worthy shall 


find the way’. Look like only the person destined to wield the 
Celestial Staff can truly find it. Maybe that's why Eda didn't find it." 


"Yeah, but will | find it?" Luz asked, feeling some doubt. "Am | 
worthy?" 


"Well, there's only one way to find out." | said as | gave an 
encouraging smile. It took a moment before she then gained a smile 
of determination. 


"Yeah, you're right." Luz said, her determination for the quest 
regained. "I'll never know unless | try." 


With that, we then grabbed our bags and Luz grabbed the sheathed 
toy sword before we then opened the window and went out of it. | 
went out first and made it to the ground so | would catch Luz before 
putting her down gently to her feet and the two of us then left as we 
followed the map. 


[No one's view] 


Back inside the Owl House, King hopped onto the couch with a tired 
look on his face with Eda sitting opposite to him as she talked with 
her daughter. 


"Finally! All that mean-spirited laughter made me sleepy." King said, 
laying down before he fell sleep. 


"Mom, that staff could solve our problems!" Juniper said to her 
mother. 


"Juni, for the last time, you are not going on that bogus quest." Eda 
told her. 


"But, Mom, don't you see what this means?" Juniper argued. "If we 
get that staff, then we can finally be able to go and find Dad and we 
wouldn't have to hide anymore!" 


"Juniper, no means no, so drop it!" Eda sternly said to her. After 
Juniper looks down in despair, Eda sighed before she spoke to her 
daughter like the mother she is. "Juni, | know that you want to have 
your dad back in our lives, | do too. But we can't go after every wild 
goose chase we hear about. You will see your dad, | promise, but 
you need to think before running off like that. You understand?" 


"Yeah, | guess you're right." Juniper said before she then sat down in 
the chair behind her. "Good thing you stopped me or | would have 
charged headfirst on Adegast's quest." As Juniper chuckled, Eda's 
eyes widen in shock. 


"Adegast?" Eda asked. 


"Yeah, he's the wizard client of yours that gave us the map." Juniper 
told her. "He was one of the referrals from the list." Hearing this, Eda 
then turned to the sleeping demon on the couch. 


"Crony, wake up!" The witch said, making King open one eye at her. 
"You said that wizard was one of my clients?" 


"Yes. Now go away." King said before then tried to go back to sleep. 
"Mom, what's wrong?" Juniper asked with concern. 


"It's that wizard you told me about. | don't really recall any wizard 
named Adegast." Eda said as she flopped down onto the couch, 
making King get a little air and waking him up. "And | don't like this 
itch he's scratching into Ryuji and the human." 


"Less talky, more nappy." King said to her as he went back to sleep, 
clearly showing no signs of caring at the moment. 


"Well, now that | think about it, he did seem more interested in them 
than he did with me and King." Juniper said as she thought back on 
when she and her housemates met Adegast. 


"And that's what worries me." Eda said as she then looked toward 
the stairs with worry before she then turned to Juniper. "Juni, would 
you tell Ryuji and Luz to come down here? | want to talk to them.” 


"Sure thing, Mom." Juniper said before she then got up and went 
upstairs to Luz's room, the witch girl soon knocking on the door. 
"Luz? DK? Can | come in?" Getting no response, Juniper slowly 
opens the door. "Look, guys. | Know you might still be upset, but | 
talked things with Mom and she..." After opening the door, Juniper is 
shocked to see both of her friends gone. "Luz? DK?" Hearing the 
wind blow, she looked over to see the window open. "Oh, no." 
Running over to the window, she looked around and called out from 
not seeing any sight of her fellow teenagers. "Hooty, where's Luz 
and DK?" 


"Hoot, hoot!" Hooty said as he stretched himself out to the window. 
"If you want the answer you seek, solve my riddle within a week- 
Ow!" 


"Hooty, this is no time for games!" Juniper angrily said after 
slamming her fist onto the house and leaving a crack in its wall. "I 
need to know where those nerds ran off too!" 


"Okay, okay! Sheesh!" Hooty said to her. "They went into the forest 
towards Bonesborough." 


"The forest? Oh, crap!" Juniper said as the house demon retracted 
himself, the witch girl soon starting her run downstairs. "Mom! King! 
We got a problem!" 


[Ryuji] 


After finally leaving Bonesborough by going past the sign posted at 
the city limit, me and Luz continued towards the forest as | held onto 
the map to make sure we were going the right way. 


"Okay, according to the map, the lake is located somewhere in that 
forest." | said as | read the map, making sure it was in the sunlight. 
"Doesn't seem like we have to go very far. By the looks of it, we 
might be able to make it there right around sunset." 


"This is SO amazing. Our first mythical quest!" Luz said with an 
excited smile. 


| then put the map away as we headed into the forest. After entering 
those woods, this mysterious fog rolled in, Surrounding us and 
obscuring what was in front of us and the way we came in. From 
this, | then created a light orb so we didn't get lost in the fog. 


"Okay, now I'm starting see what it meant that 'Many who follow shall 
be lead astray’." | said. "This must be how the staff keeps itself 
hidden from the unworthy." 


"So if we get lost, does that mean I'm unworthy?" Luz said with 
concern. 


"Well, if we don't find a village." | told her as we walked. "The map 
said we would be on the right track if we find a village. Which means 
if we do, then that means you're worthy to wield that staff." 


"Yeah, you're right." Luz said as she regained her confidence. "Okay. 
Got my scroll, got my useful optimism, and got my trust weapon." 
She then raised the toy sword into the air and pressed the button. 


"By the power of Skullgaaaar..." After the toy whirred off, | then 
cleared my throat to remind her of one thing she forgot to mention. 


"Oh, sorry." Luz said after realizing she had forgotten about me. "And 
| got my trusted companion: the one and only Ryuji the Dragon Kid." 


"Mm-hmm." | hummed with a nod. "And together, we'll find the 
Celestial Staff and fulfill the prophecy. You know, it's funny. My dad 
actually told me about a prophecy here on the Boiling Isles." 


"Really?" Luz was surprised by this. 


"Yeah. From what he told me, there's this legend that tells of a 
member of the witch race who would rise above all others to lead the 
Boiling Isles into a new age of peace and harmony." 


"Hey, wait. What if that legend was talking about you? Maybe you're 
the one who will help the Isles!" 


"What? Me? No way. I'm nothing that special. Besides, it's just a 
legend." 


"Yeah, a legend that might actually be true. | mean, you have all 
sorts of crazy strong magic." 


"Yeah, but not the kind that people would consider 'legendary’." 


"Oh, don't be so modest. You're the strongest warlock I've met." She 
then gasped in awe. "Maybe you and | are destined to work together! 
We could be a duo, just like AZura and Ludolf! Ryuji the Dragon Kid 
and Luz the Human, the heroes of the Boiling Isles!" 


"Okay, let's just focus on finding the village." | said, chuckling at her 
enthusiasm. "We're not gonna find the staff by talking the whole 
way." 


"Right. Then, onward!" Luz profoundly said as we continued on. 


After an hour though, we both started to lose our optimism after 
walking for so long and not finding the village. 


"Hey, Ryuji." Luz said as | then used my Saisho to cut through some 
vines in our path, my friend sounding pretty depressed. "I'm starting 
to wonder if we really made the right choice by coming here." 


"Yeah, I'm starting to think this might've been a waste of time." | said 
as | cut away the last few vines. "Maybe we should turn back and..." 
| stopped and stood there in awe at the sight before me, putting my 
Saisho back on my back. 


"Ryuji?" Luz said as she then went up to me with concern. "Hey, 
what's wrong?" | then slowly turned her head to her right and she 
gasped in awe at what | was looking at. "Wow." 


As the fog finally cleared, we found ourselves inside this whole entire 
village full of cat-like creatures. Walking into it, we both couldn't help 
but smile at how majestic the place looked and how friendly the 
residents were like this one cat person who waved at me and | 
politely waved back. 


"Okay, | take it back." Luz said with eyes full of excitement. "We 
made the right choice coming here!" 


After walking over to the center of the village, we both stopped as we 
watched someone come out of the fountain there. After they pulled 
their hair back, we saw that it was a warlock about our age with short 
black hair, a muscular physique, and an eyepatch over his right eye. 
He was dressed in a teal, sleeveless dress shirt with a white collar, 
white pants, black boots, and black fingerless gloves. Attached to the 
gold shoulder pad strapped to his left shoulder, the red belt held up a 
large, broadsword behind him. 


"Oh, we definitely made the right choice." Luz said as | saw her 
looking at the warlock with a smile and a blush, causing me to growl 
at the guy for getting Luz's attention. 


"There you are!" Hearing that voice, we then watched another 
stranger come onto the scene, this being a witch who looked very 
displeased. "Honestly, Nevareth, must you really bathe yourself in 
the fountain? It wouldn't hurt to have some dignity." 


The witch who spoke to him was one who looked about our age with 
quite the curvaceous figure and long, luxurious black hair styled into 
hair loops that flowed down from the front and along the sides of her 
head and a braided ponytail that flowed down over her left shoulder. 
She was dressed in a golden tiara and a fancy purple dress with gold 
accents and a long, frilled skirt. | couldn't really help but gaze upon 
her as she looked absolutely beautiful. 


"Oh, calm down, Nevasia." The warlock who | guess was Nevareth 
said to the witch now known as Nevasia. "I was only getting rid of the 
smell that you had detested." 


"You could have done it in the bathroom where we were staying at." 
Nevasia retorted. "As well as bath properly without soiling your 
clothes." 


"| told you that what we were given is too small." Nevareth told her. 
"Besides, | believe this means these clothes do not have to be 
washed anymore." 


"Oh, brother. Sometimes you are so infuriating." Nevasia said as she 
pinched the arc of her nose in annoyance. 


"Um, hello." | said with a nervous smile, getting the attention of the 
two as they turned to me and Luz. 


"Oh, hello there!" Nevasia said before she hurried over to us, 
Nevareth following behind in a casual walk. "Deeply sorry you had to 
see this. My brother tends to be rather picky with how he does 
things." 


"Uh... no worries. | understand perfectly." | nervously said as | 
looked away, trying my best to avoid staring at her cleavage that 
showed from the top from which the sight of made me blush. | soon 
lost that blush after remembering what she just said and became 
surprised. "Wait, 'brother'?" After Nevareth finally reach over, | saw 
that his eye was the same hazel as Nevasia's dazzling eyes. 


When Nevareth looked at me, he began shocked before instantly 
glaring at me. 


"Get back!" He said as he pulled his sister aside before he then drew 
out his sword and held it as he stood between me and Nevasia. 


"Whoa, whoa!" | said, taken back by this as | held my hands up in 
defense. 


"Brother, what are you doing?" Nevasia said, shocked by her 
brother's actions. 


"Nevasia, look at his eyes." Nevareth said to her. "This boy is cursed, 
which means he's dangerous." 


"Whoa! Hey!" Luz said as she then got in front of me. "Put down the 
really cool sword. Ryuji's not dangerous." 


"And how do | know that you aren't lying?" Nevareth said to her. 


"Nevareth, | do believe she speaks the truth. Look!" Nevasia said, 
pointing to me and Luz. "Their ears are not ones of witches." 


"Humans?" Nevareth said, surprised by this. "What are two humans 
doing here?" 


"| do believe it is clear as to why they are here." Nevasia said with a 
smile as she walked over to stand behind us, putting a hand on both 
mine and Luz's shoulders as her brother lowers his sword. "One of 
these two is the Chosen one who will defeat the great evil and save 
the Isles." 


"Yeah, though I'm technically not human." | said, causing Nevasia to 
look at me with a raised brow. 


Instead of telling her, | decided to show her as | stepped a bit away 
from her with a smile before using a spell circle on the ground, my 
Plant Magic making a small vine to grow out of the ground in front of 
her before presenting her with a beautiful rose which she takes 
before giving me a touched smile. Hearing a huff, | looked to see Luz 
had turned away with her arms crossed in annoyance. 


"You're a hybrid." Nevareth said with surprise. "Never thought | 
would see one." 


"Ah, well, you just have to know where to look." | said as | stood up. 


"Well, | do say that this is some impressive magic." Nevasia said to 
me as she held onto the rose. She then turned to Luz. "So am | 
correct to say that the young lady beside me is the Chosen One?" 


"Uh, yeah, | am." Luz answered her in an annoyed tone. 


"So you're the Chosen One?" Nevareth nonchalantly said as he 
walked over to my friend, putting his sword back on his belt. "You 
don't look like much of one. If you ask me, the Celestial Staff 
should've picked me: Nevareth Bladestrife, Teen Prince of 
Angstmore." 


"Nevareth, you know as much as | do that the staff can only be 
wielded by a human, the one which it chooses to save the Isles." 
Nevasia said with a displeasing look to him. 


"Yes, | remember. But still..." Nevareth said. 


"Anyway, | do believe we haven't been properly introduced." Nevasia 
said as she turned to me and Luz with a smile, my friend going over 
to stand beside me. "I am Nevasia Bladestrife, Crowned Princess of 
Angstmore." She bowed to us while Nevareth crossed his arms. 
"This is my twin brother Nevareth." 


"It's a pleasure to meet you both." | said, returning the bow. "I'm Ryuji 
Frank, the Dragon Kid. And this is my friend Luz. Seeing how you 
two know about it, | believe you are looking for the Celestial Staff as 
well?" 


"Oh, yes. We had been traveling for quite some time." Nevasia told 
us. "While we managed to find refuge in this village, our search to 
find the sacred lake had been for naught as we only found ourselves 
returning here no matter how long we walk these cursed woods." 


"Well, we happen to have a map." | said as | pulled out the map. 
"And the prophecy said that only the Chosen One can be able to find 
the staff. You can come with us if you want." 


"| Suppose it is only right. There is strength in numbers." Nevasia 
said with surprise. "Very well, sir Ryuji. We shall accompany you and 
Lady Luz on your quest. Come, Nevareth. Let us gather our things." 
With that, Nevasia then walked off with her brother following her. 


"Well, those two seem pretty nice, huh?" | said after the twins were 
out of sight. 


"Yeah, especially Nevareth." Luz said with a blissful smile. "He is so 
cool." 


"Really, Luz?" | asked with a raised brow. "You're going ga-ga over 
that prince?" 


"What? I'm not going ga-ga over him!" Luz said, breaking out of her 
trance as she looked at me with shock. "I just think he's cool." 


"Really? After he pointed his sword at me or how rude he was to you 
about being the Chosen One?" 


"Hey, he may have been rather cold to us, but I think he might 
actually be a nice guy once we get to know him." 


"Geez, you really fell hard for that egotistic dumbass." 


"| didn't fell hard for anything. Besides, what about you and how you 
acted with that the princess?" 


"What? Nevasia?" | was surprised by this. 


"Don't play dumb with me. You got the hots for her." Luz pointed a 
finger at me. 


"What? No, | don't!" 


"| saw you Staring at her and her... personality." She used her hand 
to emphasize the last word. 


"I'll admit that she is quite appeasing to the eye, but that doesn't 
mean | fancy her like that." 


"Oh, yeah? Then why did you give her a rose with your magic?" 


"| was just being nice! Geez, Luz. Why are you acting so prickly 
about this?" 


"I'm not prickly!" 


"Is everything alright over here?" Looking over, we then watched as 
the Bladestrife Twins walked over to us with satchels over their 
shoulders, Nevasia looking at us with concern. 


Seeing how they no doubt saw us argue, me and Luz quickly 
decided to end our fight, clearing our throats and turning away from 
each other to recompose ourselves. 


"Yes, everything is fine." | said as | then held the map in the sunlight, 
doing my best to smile. "Let's get going, shall we?" With that, the 
four of us then ventured on out of the village and back into the forest. 


[No one's view] 


Back in Bonesborough, Juniper and King were leading Eda to where 
they met with Adegast, the little demon traveling ahead. 


"This is where we met the wizard." Juniper said as they reached the 
entryway. 


"Yeah, and all those scones he had." King added before they went 
past the tarp. 


"Whoa!" King said as they all looked in shock. "It wasn't like this 
before." 


King was right. While it looked like the castle he and the teens went 
to, it was completely ravaged in ruins and was slowly falling apart. 


"| don't get it." Juniper said, confused by this. "This place looked a 
million times better when we did that delivery." 


"| don't like this." Eda said before the three then walked up the doors. 


Upon opening them, the inside was shown to be a total mess inside. 
Entering the library, which had a floor littered with parchment and 
shelves of books covered in dust, they all spread out and began 
looking for the wizard. 


"Hello? Adegast?" Juniper called out as she walked around, her 
voice echoing throughout the room. She then stopped as she felt 
something at her foot before she looked to see she stepped on a few 
papers which she then picked up. Examining them, her eyes widen 
in shock. "Mom, look at this!" With that, Eda then came over before 
her daughter gave the papers, Eda becoming shocked at the sight. 
"They're all the same map that wizard gave us!" 


Juniper was right as they were all exact copies of the map. Noticing 
the light revealing something written on the maps, she held them 
over more into it and saw the same writing as the map Luz and Ryuji 
had, though each map of the Isles led to different locations instead of 
the forest. 


"Morning dew ink?" Eda said as she scowled from her suspicions 
being confirmed. "Okay, now | really don't like this." 


[Ryuji] 


As we were walking through the woods, we had a talk with the twins 
and they told us the reason why they were looking for the staff. It 
turned out that the two were from a different Titan far from the Isles 
and were separated only a week after they were born, their father 
being overthrown in a coupe masterminded by their uncle who rules 
the land with an iron fist. After the two met and they found out about 
their heritage, they decided to put an end to their uncle's tyranny and 
reclaim the throne so they could bring peace back to their home. 


Nevareth had vowed to avenge his father by bringing his evil uncle to 
justice. But the twins' uncle had proven to be too powerful for them, 
so when they heard tales of the Celestial Staff, they came to the 
Boiling Isles in the hope to use its power to defeat their uncle. 
Needless to say, | did feel sorry for them and finally understood why 
Nevareth had such a cold approach to others. 


"So you guys are looking for the staff because you want to free your 
people from your uncle's tyranny." | said, taking in their story. 


"Yes. While our will is strong, our uncle has proven to be more 
powerful than any witch in the land, one we have no chance in 
defeating." Nevasia said with despair. "While we did not wish to 
leave our home, we had to find the Celestial Staff as it is the only we 
have in saving our people." 


"Nevareth, Nevasia, | really love your backstory. It is so compelling." 
Luz said before the little dove-like demon with white bat wings flew 
down to rest on her head. "And I'm really loving your animal 
sidekick." 


"After my village was consumed, my heart has known nothing but 
vengeance." Nevareth said with a stoic expression. "Even after 
reuniting with the sister | never knew | had, | feel as if nothing can 
remove the pain and loss | have deep inside." 


"Nevareth." Luz said as we both felt pity for him. 


"| understand." | said as | then walked up to Nevareth. "After 
everything you've been through, it's not easy to forget pain like that. 
But | think you can be able to get rid of it. Like a wise man once said 
‘any scar can heal when despair becomes hope and hate becomes 
love." 


"| do hope that you're right, Sir Ryuji." Nevareth said before he then 
stopped and walked over to Luz. "Lady Luz..." He then gotina 
dramatic pose. "Do you think love can bloom on the battlefield?" 


"Oh." Luz said with surprise as she turned away with a blush. 
"Nevareth!" 


As Luz was reacting to what that prince said to her, | tried my best to 
hold in my laugh with a few snickers slipping out. | wasn't the only 
one doing it as | saw Nevasia snickering as well. It wasn't long until 
me and the princess broke out laughing, getting the attention of the 
two. 


"Brother, I'm sorry, but I'm afraid that what you said was too cliche." 
Nevasia said with an amused smile. "Is that really your way of trying 
to charm a maiden?" 


"Yeah, seriously, dude." | said to him. "You sound like a drama queen 
in Lord of the Rings than a prince." With that, Nevareth gave a growl 
before he then walked away ahead of us, me and his sister still 
laughing at this. "Luz, are you seriously falling for Prince Cliché 
there?" 


"What? | thought what he said was sweet." Luz said to me. "This 
quest is questing in all the right ways." 


Sometime later, we soon came across a bridge over a river. But, just 
when we were halfway across, this cat person popped out of 
nowhere and stopped us. 


"Ew!" me and Nevareth said at the same time as the cat person was 
actually quite ugly. 


"Hum-di-diddle! To pass the bridge, you must first solve my riddle." 
The cat person said to us. 


"Hit me, little furry man!" Luz said, accepting the challenge without 
hesitation. 


"Your quest shall stop if you fail this game." The cat person said. "So 
tell me, my dear. What is my name? " 


"Wait, that's it?" | said in surprise before | whispered to Nevasia. "Not 
much of a riddle master, is he?" Nevasia giggled at my joke. 


"Hmm..." Luz thought for a moment until she then noticed something 
while looking at the cat person. Following her gaze, | saw that the cat 
person had his name tag on his shirt. "Uh... Chris?" 


"That's it! You may cross the bridge." The cat person said before 
taking out a golden ring with a blue jewel. "And please, take this, 
Chosen One. It shall help you on your journey." 


"Wow! This is amazing! Thank you." Luz said, accepting the offering. 


"Huh. First challenge of the day and Luz already got awarded for 
succeeding." | said, a little impressed by this. 


"Do you need a cape?" Nevareth asked as she put the ring on. 
"Nah, | think I'm..." 


"You can use my shirt!" The prince said as he cut her off, ripping off 
his shirt and showing off his very well-built body. | rolled my eyes at 
this while Nevasia facepalmed herself by her brother's actions which 
took Luz by surprise. 


"Yes! | need a cape!" She eagerly said while Nevareth tied it around 
her neck. 


"Three cheers for the Chosen One!" Nevareth said, getting Chris to 
cheer for Luz with him as they shouted "Hooray" every time 
Nevareth yelled "Hip-hip". 


"Is your brother always like this?" | asked Nevasia, annoyed a bit by 
Nevareth and the way he was praising Luz. 


"Unfortunately." The princess told me as she removed her hand from 
her face and we walked behind her brother and Luz, the four of us 
continuing our journey. "| do so wish that he would act more like a 
prince instead of making a fool of himself." 


"Yeah, | get what it's like to have a brother who embarrasses you 
from time to time." | said to her, remembering my big bro Ben. 


"And he does need to shape up if he is ever going to find a wife. 
There's only so much as the title of prince can do for him." 


"Yeah." Thinking about what she said, | blushed as | went on to ask 
her one certain question. "So, Nevasia... just curiosity, do you 
have... anyone waiting for you back home?" 


"Well, | do have my people who are no doubt waiting patiently for me 
to ascend the throne as queen." 


"No, | meant... do you have anyone special waiting for you?" 


"Oh!" Nevasia gained a blush at realizing what | meant, but tried her 
best to smile. "No, | don't. | haven't yet found my king." 


"Oh, | see." | was surprised. "You know, | thought someone like you 
would already have a prince-in-waiting." 


"Oh, yes. | do see that. As queen, | am expected to marry and even 
bare a child someday in my life. I'm still searching for the one who 
would be the perfect husband for me. Despite having so many 
suitors in my homeland, | hadn't been able to find the one to be my 
king. While | do not mind valor, I'm not fond of brutish men." She 
then turned her gaze to me, her smile becoming more honest. "If | 
were forced to choose though, | prefer someone around my own age 
who is intelligent and talented in magic." | felt my heart flutter as she 
fluttered her eyes at me. 


"Oh, well..." | gave a nervous chuckle as | felt my face turning bright 
red. "I suppose the one you choose will be quite the lucky man." 


"Oh, | do believe that | would be the lucky one." The princess turned 
her gaze over to Luz as she kept moving forward with Nevareth 
beside her. "Maybe just as lucky as Lady Luz is to have a man such 
as you." It was then that | realized what she was implying. 


"Wait, do you think... Oh, no. Luz and |... We're not... We're just 
friends." 


"Oh. Sorry, | had just thought since you were accompanying her..." 


"Yeah, we're not dating. Besides, I'm pretty sure your brother has her 
wrapped around his little finger." 


"Oh, well then..." Feeling her take my arm, | then watched as she 
then pulled it close to her, giving me a smile as she did. "I Suppose it 
is alright if we walked together like this, yes?" 


"Oh, yeah. | don't mind." | tried my best to stay calm as | felt her 
chest pressing against my arm. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Wow, did a princess just show interest me and even flirt with me? 
Luz was right. This quest is questing in the right spots. 


[No one's view] 


"Oh, no." Eda said as she, Juniper, and King arrived in the same 
village Ryuji and Luz had gone through earlier. 


Much like the castle, the town was completely abandoned and void 
of all life, large thorny vines sprouting all over. 


"King, are you sure DK and Luz came through here?" Juniper asked 
with worry. 


"| can't mistake their smell." King said after he sniffed around. 
"Apple, lemons, and young naive confidence.” 


"Why would those two go here and not head back?" Juniper asked. 


"Probably because it didn't look like this when they got here." Eda 
said as they moved forward. "My guess is that someone's using 
Illusion Magic to keep Ryuji and Luz on this quest, no doubt the 
same one who used it to make that castle look nice." 


"Wait, so you're saying Adegast is using illusions to trick Luz and 
DK?" Juniper said with surprise. "But why?" 


"That's what we need to find out." Eda said to her daughter before 
she found a cat person lying by the fountain and caught in thorns. 
"Hold this." After giving her staff to Juniper, Eda went over and 
flicked the cat person. "Hey, wake up, you! What've you done with 
Luz and Ryuji?" Getting no response, Eda then picked up the cat 
person and shook them. "Hey, I'm talking to you! What's your 
endgame?" Still no response. "Hey, did you hear me?" 


"Mom, I'm not so sure this guy is alive." Juniper said as she walked 
over before the cat person's head suddenly turned to face Eda, 
scaring the young Clawthorne. "Aaah!" 

"To find the boy and your pupil to still your wrath, look ahead and 
follow the path." The cat person said before giving an evil cackle as 
they disintegrated into dust. 

"Ew! Gross!" Juniper cringed in horror. 

"The cat man melted!" King gasped in shock. 


"That wasn't a cat man." Eda said as she stood up. "Just a piece of 
the illusion." 


"Why would Adegast just leave that here?" Juniper asked. 
"AS a message for me." Eda told her. "Adegast wants me to follow 


Ryuji and Luz." She then took her staff back. "Come on, we need to 
find them fast." 


[Ryuji] 


After getting across the bridge, we soon came across a village of 
fairies who were very welcoming to us. After we told them about Luz 
being the Chosen One, their princess invited us to a feast in her 
honor. After the feast, the princess decided to join us as we 
continued on our journey. 


"Thank you for inviting us to your feast, Princess." Luz said to the 
little fairy. "All your food was so tiny and cute." Luz said. 


"Think nothing of it, Chosen One." The princess said before she then 
gave Luz a bracelet. "Let this bring you good fortune on your 
journey." 


"Thank you." Luz said as she accepted the offering. 


With her allowing me to go to Luz, Nevasia released me as | then 
went on to stand beside my human friend. 


"Everyone, this has got to be the best day of our lives." | said to all 
the new friends we had made. "We can't thank you enough for all 
that you've done." 


"Yeah, even though we only just met, you've all been so kind and 
thoughtful." Luz added with a smile. "I hope this quest never ends!" 


"Your quest will soon come to an end for the staff you seek is around 
the bend." Chris said as he popped out of nowhere. 


"Thanks for ruining the mood, Chris." Luz said with a deadpan look 
as | took out the map. 


"Actually I'm afraid he's right." | said as | saw we had reached the 
end of the path before pointing to a row of trees. "According to the 
map, the lake should be right through there." With that, | then put the 
map away and smiled. "Well, we finally made it. Now let's go get that 


staff." When | turned to them, | saw that our new friends had 
depressed looks on their faces. "Guys? Hey, what's wrong?" 


"Ryuji, I'm afraid you and Luz will have to continue on alone." 
Nevasia said, shocking us. 


"What? Why?" | asked. 


"This part of the forest is protected by magic through which we 
cannot pass." The fairy princess told us. "It is said that only humans 
can pass through it. Because you are half-human, you may be the 
only one who can accompany Lady Luz." 


"But, Nevareth, Nevasia," | said as | turned to the twins, "you worked 
so hard just to find this place. Out of everyone, you two deserve to 
be with us." 


"We do appreciate your concern for us, but this isn't about us." 
Nevasia told me. "This is Lady Luz's moment and, if anything, | 
believe the one who deserves to see her claim her destiny is you." 
Hearing everyone agreeing, | couldn't help but smile. 


"Well, if you're okay with it." | said before | then turned to Luz who 
had the same smile | had as | walked over to her. "Shall we?" 


"Yeah, let's go." Luz said before she then spoke to our friends. 
"Nevareth, after we get Ryuji uncursed, we'll go and help you beat 
your uncle!" 


"I'm looking forward to it, Chosen One." Nevareth said with a wink. 
"Now go on. The Celestial Staff is yours. You've earned it." Nodding 
to him, me and Luz then went on down to the final stretch of our 
journey. "Farewell, Lady Luz! You too, Sir Ryuji!" 


"We shall be awaiting your return!" Nevasia added as Chris and the 
fairy princess said goodbye to us. 


After walking for a while, we then stopped upon seeing a crystal blue 
lake with a small piece of land at the center. Resting there was this 
amazing white staff with a blue, diamond-shaped crystal on top of it 
that was just glowing with magic. 


"That must be the Celestial Staff!" | said before we eagerly ran over 
to the edge of the lake. 


Upon reaching the edge, we watched as the lake started glowing 
and a path to the staff arose from the water. 


"Okay, now that is cool." | said, impressed by this. "I knew this place 
wasn't all doom and gloom." 


"Yeah, it's like your dad said." Luz said before we then started 
walking over to the staff. "The Isles is a place full of wonder. And | 
came here for a reason.” With that, we then stopped and stood in 
front of the staff. 


"Well, here it is." | said before | stepped back a bit. "Go on ahead, 
Luz. It's all yours." 


“Thanks, Ryuji." She said to me before she stepped closer to the 
staff. "Okay, this is it. Moment of truth." 


Slowly reaching out, Luz grabs the staff and starts pulling it with all 
her might causing blue light to shine from it. The moment she pulled 
it free, we both then watched in awe as swirls of blue light 
surrounded her for a moment before going into the crystal, making it 
illuminate the place in light. 


"Yes! | am the Chosen One! | knew it!" Luz said as she proudly held 
the Celestial Staff. "I always suspected there was a reason nobody 
understood my wacky antics back at home." | then cleared my throat 
to remind her that there was someone who understood her. "Oh, 
except you, Ryuji. But now | have concrete proof." 


"Yeah, I'm sorry | doubted you. Looks like you were destined to be 
here." | said before holding my arms out to the side. "Now let's see 
what they said about the staff is true." 


"Right!" She said as she then spun the staff around before pointing it 
at me. "One curse removal coming up!" Our smiles disappeared 
when the staff suddenly disappear in a puff of smoke. "What? No!" 


With seeing the plants around us suddenly dying and the lake 
suddenly drying up, | walked over to Luz as we both drew the swords 
we brought while the mysterious fog appeared and surrounded the 
pit that was once a lake, fear and confusion filling the both of us as 
we found ourselves in a place of ruin. 


"What the hell?" | said before we heard a familiar voice. 


"Luz the Human and young Ryuji." Looking toward the path, we saw 
Adegast standing there. 


"Adegast?" | said, confused by his presence. "What is going on? 
What is this?" 


"Oh, this? Just some of my finest work." Adegast calmly told me. "I 
worked very hard to ensure this could fool anyone, including you." 


"What?" Luz said, confused by this. "What's he talking about?" 


"Illusion Magic." | said as | realized it before | glared at the wizard. 
"The fog from before. That was him pulling us into an illusion." 


"Well done, Dragon Kid." Adegast said with his head down before his 
arms started moving around in sudden movements and cracking as 
he was then pulled into the air. 

"Old wizard?" Luz said in horror. 


"Luz, that's no wizard." | said, just as horrified. 


"Your friend is right." Adegast said before he lift it up his head and 
turned it to the side with a crazed look on his face. "Your hubris has 
failed you, Witch Apprentice!" Laughing like a psychopath, a large 
purple octopus demon with black eyes and yellow irises along with 
boney black humanoid arms and hands came out of the fog behind 
the wizard who had a tentacle on the back of his neck. 


Just as we backed away from him, more of his tentacles popped out 
of the ground with Nevareth, Nevasia, Chris, the fairy princess, and 
everyone we had met on the quest at the ends of them like the 
wizard. They all even had the same crazed smile as him. 


"Okay, Luz. Don't panic." Luz said as we walked around with our 
swords in hand, keeping back-to-back of each other before stopping 
with me in front of the demon and the wizard. "This is classic Chosen 
One biz. You just have to rescue everybody and defeat the final 
boss." 


"Luz, there is nobody to save!" | told her. "These aren't even real 
people, not even that wizard! That demon is the real Adegast and 
these are just part of the illusion he put us in." 


"That's right and you both fell for it!" Adegast said to us. "I tricked 
you, you fool!" As Adegast laughed, | turned my head to see Luz 
looking at the demon in absolute disbelief. 


[No one's view] 


In the forest, Eda, Juniper, and King flew through the trees on her 
staff with the witch explaining to her about Adegast's plan. 


"Wait, so Adegast is trying to use DK and Luz to bait you out?" 
Juniper asked in shock. 


"Yep! And he's no wizard." Eda told her. "He's what you call a puppet 
master, a demon who specializes in scamming and manipulating 


people with illusions. He's trying to use Ryuji and Luz to lure me into 
his trap." 


"Yeah, and we're flying directly into his trap. Hooray." King 
sarcastically said. 


"Hey, unless you got a better plan, | suggest you keep your mouth 
shut." Juniper said to the demon as they kept on flying. 


"Hey, faster, you!" Eda said as she hit her staff, causing it to fly 
faster. 


[Ryuji] 


"There is no Celestia Staff, is there?" | said, figuring out Adegast's 
plan. "That was just a lure to get us out here. This was all a trap!" 


"Yes. | played you like the fiddles you are." Adegast said to us. "With 
you being so desperate to be rid of your curse and your friend just 
begging to think she was special, it was so easy to get you both 
here." 


"Yeah, you got us here." | said to him. "And now you're gonna get an 
ass-kicking!" 


"Oh, | beg to differ." Adegast said before he created a spell circle. 
Just like that, all the accessories Luz received transformed into 
magic restraints, making her drop the sword as the cape wrapped 
around her, the bracelet turned into handcuffs, and the ring turned 
into restraining bands around her fingers. 


"Luz!" | said as | then went over to her. 


"No! Betrayed by my own cool accessories." Luz exclaimed in 
dismay. 


"Why are you doing this?" | angrily asked the demon. 


"Why? Because your friend's mentor has been stealing customers 
from my potions business for years!" Adegast told me as he slithered 
forward. "I plan to put her out of business for good!" 


"Does everybody have a beef with Eda here?" Luz asked out loud, 
all the puppets confirming this. 


"Seriously, how is that witch a friend of my dad?" | asked as Luz 
groaned in exasperation. 


"I've tried so many times to do away with her, but she was much too 
craft for me." Adegast said to us. "But | knew if | had someone close 
to her, she would come right to me. And you two lured her into my 
trap." 


"Ha! Jokes on you!" | told him. "If Eda is as smart as you say, then 
she already knows about your trap." 


"Yeah, there's no way Eda is dumb enough to fall for this!" Luz put in. 


"Adegast!" said a voice me and Luz both knew anywhere as we then 
looked up to see Eda on her staff along with King and Juniper. 


"Oh, crap." We both cursed at our misfortune as all three of our 
rescuers were then ensnared by more tentacles that burst out of the 
ground. 

"Eda the Owl Lady." The octopus demon said, sounding proud of 
himself. "After so many years, | finally caught you! And all it took was 
tricking your little hybrid and your human student." 

"That's right, you have me!" Eda told him. "Now release them!" 
"Yeah! Let the nerds go!" Juniper demanded. 

"| didn't have to be a part of this!" King yelled out. 


"Of course you would trade your life for that of the hybrid." Adegast 
said to her. "The same reason as to why you came all this way out to 


save him. That's why he made the perfect bait." 


"What?" | asked, confused by what he said. "What are you talking 
about?" 


"Well, well. It looks like I'm not the only one who had been lying to 
him, does it?" Adegast smugly said, causing Eda to look away with 
shame and despair. "It doesn't matter though. He will find out the 
truth after | turn him over to the Emperor's Coven." 


"Let my friends go, Adegast!" | said as Adegast turned to face me, 
my sword at the ready and standing between him and Luz. "Let them 
go or I'll slice you into calamari!" 


"Quite the bold words for a child, but | believe you're in no position to 
order me." Adegast said before the Chris, Nevareth, and fairy 
princess puppets moved in and surrounded Luz. 


"Luz!" | tried to run over to her, but the Nevasia puppet and a few 
others came over and blocked my way. 


"| would tread carefully, Dragon Kid. You wouldn't want anything to 
happen to your human friend, would you?" After he said that, | then 
turned to face the tentacle fiend. "If you want her to come out 
unharmed, | Suggest you drop the sword and surrender yourself to 
me." 


"Ryuji, don't do it!" Luz pleaded to me. 
From this, | became torn. One part of me told me to not give up and 
keep on fighting, but another told me to do as he said so Luz 


wouldn't get hurt. After a moment, | gave a sigh of defeat as the 
latter won and my decision was made. 


"Fine. You win." | said, dropping my Saisho. 


"Good boy." Adegast said before a tentacle popped out and wrapped 
around me, the demon pulling me into the air. 


"Okay, | did as you said. Now let Luz go!" | told him. 


"Oh, she can leave if she wants to." Adegast said to me. "But | sense 
she wants a real fantasy." 


From this, | then watched as the three puppets surrounding Luz then 
spewed out that mist, Adegast putting her under the illusion. 


"Stay with us, Luz. Stay with Adegast." The Nevareth puppet said as 
he put a hand on her shoulder. "We need you here. You're our 
Chosen One." 


"Yeah, you can eat our tiny foods forever." The fairy princess puppet 
added. 


"Luz, around here, you can have people who understand you and 
really accept you for who you are." The Nevareth puppet put in. 
"Why would you want to live in a world where people laugh at you?" 


"| see your point. It is beautiful here." Luz admitted. 


"Luz!" | called out, trying to get Luz to snap out of it as Eda, King, 
and Juniper were being squeezed. 


"And you guys think I'm special." Luz added. 


"No!" | said as our three real friends were being ensnared in more of 
the tentacles. Just when | thought it was all over... 


"But it's not real!" Hearing Luz shout out in defiance, | watched as my 
human friend ran out of the cloud of the illusion and grabbed the toy 
sword before making her declaration. "| am Luz Noceda, a Witch's 
Apprentice! And I'm gonna earn my magic staff the hard way!" As | 
smiled at this, Adegast moved his wizard puppet over to her as he 
looked in disbelief. "I believed you, magic man. Now feel my wrath!" 
With a charge forward, she stabbed the wizard puppet, making it go 
poof to reveal she had managed to stab the tentacle. 


As the octopus demon screamed in pain, | felt his grip loosen which 
allowed me to slip right out before | then rushed over while grabbing 
my Saisho and joined Luz, both of us ready for battle. | then watched 
as the Clawthornes and King joined us as they had managed to 
escape the tentacles from Adegast's losing his grip on them too. It 
wasn't long until we all then began fighting the army of puppets as 
they swarmed us, me and Luz slashing at fairies and cat people 
while King hid behind Juniper as she blasted a few cat puppets. Eda 
even made quick work of a few puppets by casting a blast of fire that 
burned a few puppets away and made Adegast scream in pain. After 
taking care of one puppet, | looked over and saw the Nevareth 
puppet coming behind Luz. 


"Luz, look out!" | said as | quickly made my way over to her, Luz 
turning around the see the puppet before | stepped in and stabbed it 
in the gut with my Saisho. "Take that, pretty boy!" 


"Aah! My flawless pecs!" He yelled out before he turned into mist. 
"Thanks." Luz said with a grateful smile. 


"No problem." | told her. "To be honest, I've been waiting to do that 
all day." 


"Ryuji, look out!" Luz told me before pulled me aside and jabbed her 
sword forward, stabbing the Nevasia puppet in the face. "And that's 
for toying with Ryuji!" 


"Aah! My beautiful face!" the puppet yelled before she turned into 
mist like her brother. 


After she turned to me with a smile, | gave Luz a thumbs up which 
she returned. With all the puppets gone, the fog disappeared and we 
thought it was a sign that we won until... 


"Back off!" Adegast cried out, holding out King and Juniper in his 
tentacle. "Or the girl and her dog gets it!" 


"| am not a..." King tried to argue before he muffled by a tentacle. 
Me, Luz, and Eda stopped as we saw the two being held hostage, 
me sheathing my Saisho while Eda and Luz dropped their weapons. 


"King! Juniper!" | said to my friends. "I'm so sorry about all this. We 
should've listened to you when you said that wizard couldn't be 
trusted." 


"Yeah, you guys were right." Luz added. "He isn't mystical or 
magical. He's just a big, slimey jerk!" From there, she then kicked the 
sword up before grabbing and throwing it, sending it flying right into 
the octopus’ head. 


"Aaah!" Adegast yelled in pain, causing him to lose his hold on King 
and Juniper who then ran over to us. "You little brat!" He tried to 
send a magic blast at her, but | managed to catch it with a spell circle 
and held onto it as | prepared to send it back. "What?" 


"Here comes... Dragon Kid!" | said as | then tossed the spell at the 
octopus demon. 


"Nooo!" Adegast screamed out as he was surrounded by a golden 
aura before he then shrunk down into a miniature version of himself. 
| was actually surprised because | wasn't trying to use a shrinking 
spell. 


"Okay, | don't know how | did that, but I'll take it." | said as | then 
shrugged. 


"Oh, no, you don't." Juniper said as we all went over to the shrunken 
demon, the witch girl stopping him from trying to escape before 
picking him up. Then, while ignoring his screaming, she bit off his 
head with a loud, sickening crunch that made me and Luz gasp in 
shock. "Huh. Not too bad." She then noticed the looks of horror me 
and Luz were giving her. "What? This is normal. Deal with it." She 
then handed what was left of Adegast to Eda. 


"Well, that's the last time | take an outside referral." Eda nonchalantly 
said as she ate the rest of the demon. "Mmm. Oh, did you want 
some of that?" 


"No, we're good." | said, still grossed out by what | saw. 
"Yeah, though I'm just confused." Luz said sadly. 


"Thinking of calling it quits, huh?" Eda said, earning her an elbow 
from me. 


"Yeah, this place is nothing like | imagined." Luz admitted. 


"Yeah, this place is a nightmare." | put in. "And | don't blame my dad 
for not wanting to come back here." 


"What? Kid, what are you talking about?" Eda asked in surprise. 


"Well, King told me one of the reasons that Dad didn't come back 
here was because the Isles was a terrible place." | told her. "And | 
now believe it and that my dad only lied just to make this place look 
good." 


"King, why the hell would you tell Ryuji that?" Eda scolded King. 
"Well, it's true, isn't it?" King said, trying to defend himself. 


"No, it's not!" Eda told him. "The only reason Axel didn't come back 
was because Belos was after him. He didn't want to risk himself 
getting captured and leaving Ryuji and his brother all alone." Taking 
on a much calmer approach, Eda then turned to me. "Ryuji, what 
your dad told you about the Isles wasn't a lie. He loves this place just 
as much as me and anyone else here. He never came back here 
because the Emperor's Coven was still after him. He knew if he got 
captured, he would be leaving you and Ben all alone which is 
something he could never hold on his shoulders." 


"Yeah, that does sound like him." | said to her. "But | don't see how 
my dad could like coming back here. Honestly, | can't see how him or 


any Fire Dragon can even love it here." 


"Hmm." Eda hummed before she then spoke up. "Maybe not here." 
She then walked forward as she made her staff fly into her hand. 
"Come with me. | got something to show you." Luz looked over to me 
as | shrugged for being just as confused as her. 


[Ryuji] 


After getting on her staff, me and Luz waited in anticipation at what 
Eda wanted to show us as we flew the breeze while we flew. 


"Okay, you can look now." Eda said as me and Luz then took off our 
blindfolds. 


"Whoa! /Sugoi!" Luz and | saw in awe as we gazed upon the sight 
before us. 


As the sun was setting to allow the night to begin with the sky a nice 
dusk orange, we looked down to see the actual corpse of the Titan 
which had made up the entire Boiling Isles. 


"The Bones of the Isles, one of the most wondrous sights anyone 
can ever see." Eda said. "Up close, the isles can be slimy..." 


"And very stinky." King added. 

"Not to mention really weird." Juniper chimed in. 

"And gross." Eda finished before we all looked up to the sky. "But, if 
you look at it from a different perspective..." Up above the skull was 


a shooting star flashing across the sky. 


"It's beautiful." Luz finished what her mentor was going to say after a 
shooting star flashed across the sky. 


"Yeah." King said as he leaned up against Luz and closed his eyes. 


"This was what my dad loved about the Isles, wasn't it?" | asked. 


"Bingo." Eda nodded to me. "Much like any other Fire Dragon, Axel 
could always see the beauty of this place. In fact, it was him who 
showed me this in the first place." 


"Wow." | said, amazed by this until another thought came to mind. 
"Eda, how did you know that Adegast was lying?" 


"You kidding? I've dealt with creeps like that before." She said where 
| then realized what she was saying. "I Know all about the crap they 
tell anyone." 


"Did my mom fall for that too?" | said to her. "I'm just guessing you 
only fell for it because you were just trying to help her with her curse, 
like how Luz was trying to help me with my own." 


"Axel tried to help too and there was nothing but a dead end anda 
trap waiting for us." Eda told me. "There are a lot of people out there 
who make promises like that, most of which aren't really telling the 
truth and are looking out for themselves. You just need to know 
which ones are telling ya the truth and which ones are lying." 


"And | was somebody that fell for those lies." Luz put in as she 
looked down in shame. "I'm sorry, Eda. | never should have listened 
to that wizard. | just wanted to feel like | had a place somewhere. | 
mean, Ryuji's dad and brother are both superheroes who lead the 
greatest superhero team in the world, he's got that awesome sword, 
and he can even do magic. | would be lying if | said | wasn't a little 
jealous of that. | just wanted to feel like | was really special, you 
know?" 


"Look, kid, everyone wants to believe they're 'chosen' for something 
great." Eda said, getting Luz to look at her. "But, if we all waited 
around for a prophecy to make us special, we'd die waiting. And 
that's why you need to choose yourself." 


"Does that mean you'll give me a magic staff of my own?" Luz asked 
as she smiled. 


"Not yet, but maybe someday." Eda told her, returning the smile. 


"Hey, what am I? Chopped liver?" Juniper asked, holding her hands 
up in emphasis. 


"Hehe! Oh, don't worry, Juni." Eda laughed lightly said as she put her 
arm around her daughter and pulled her into her shoulder. "You'll get 
one too someday." 


As the witch girl smiled with her mother, | then glanced over to Luz 
before giving her a wink. She smiled at me before she leaned her 
head on my shoulder with King leaning with her as we all enjoyed 
the sunset. This lasted for a great moment before Eda spoke up. 


"Okay, now how about we have ourselves a tasty dinner?" Eda 
asked as everyone looked to me. 


"Okay, I'll whip something up." | said with a smile, causing everyone 
to cheer. 


Later that night, after we all got back to the Owl House, | got to work 
on preparing dinner after giving everyone chopstick to eat tonight's 
meal. | smiled as | listened to them talk to themselves. 


"Ugh! How dare you defy me?" King complained as he struggle to 
use his chopsticks. "You are the definition of evil!" 


"Wow! Where have these things been all my life? These things are 
amazing!" Juniper said, getting a hang of them. "What are they 
called again?" 


"They're called 'chopsticks'." Luz told her before she laughed where | 
looked as she spoke to King while handing the demon some training 
chopsticks with a bunny on top of it. "Here, King. Use these." 


"Fine, but only because | am very hungry." King said as he took them 
before grumbling to himself, Juniper laughing at him. 


"Alright! Dinner is served." | said as | walked over and placed the 
bowls of rice, veggies, and giant pieces of fried chicken down on the 
table. 

"Oh, mama! That looks good." Juniper said, licking her lips. 

"Thank you, Ryuji." Luz said as | then sat down. 

"You're welcome. Itadakimasu." | said, doing a bow before eating. 
"What was that?" Juniper asked. 

"It's a Japanese phrase." | told her. "It's used to thank the chef who 
prepared the meal for both yourself and others with you. Me and Dad 


do it all the time." 


"It's true." Luz added. "Me and my mom did when we invited them 
over for dinner." 


"Oh. Well, in that case, itadakimasu." Juniper said as she mimicked 
me, surprising me by how she said that on her first try. 


"Wow, you just said that perfectly on your first try." | said to her. 
"Really? Huh. Weird." Juniper said, a little surprised by this. 


"| can do that too! Eatachikimasu!" King said as he tried to mimic me 
before digging in, causing me to laugh. 


"We'll work on that, King." | chuckled. 
"Ryuji, l'm sorry for dragging you into all of that." Luz said with an 


apologetic look on her face. "I got all your hopes up for you to get rid 
of your curse for nothing." 


"You have nothing to be sorry about, Luz." | told her with a 
reassuring smile. "| should've known better than to trust the first 
stranger | meet in the Isles who offers a way to end my curse." 


"Ow!" Hearing that, the two of us looked over to see King rubbing his 
hand while Juniper glared at him, the plate of extra fried chicken 
lying between them. 


"Don't even think about stealing my chicken." The witch girl said to 
the little demon. 


"Besides, | know that you just wanted to find something about you 
that you want to call special." | told her as we continued our 
conversation. "Though | think you may be cutting yourself short." 


"What do you mean?" Luz asked in confusion. 


"Well, think about the time you found out the truth about my heritage 
when you followed me to Valla." | said to her. 


"Wait, wait? Valla?" Eda spoke out in shock. "As in the Kingdom of 
Valla, the major kingdom of Armro? She's been there?" 


"Yeah, on a few occasions, me and Dad took her there to visit my 
relatives." | told the Owl Lady. "Though the first time she got to Valla 
was from following me there and finding the truth about everything. | 
had ran out of the elixir that helps me manage my curse and, like 
when | usually run out of it, Dad took me to my cousins’ castle where 
they could watch over me as | turned into a feral dragon while he 
went to get more. Luz got worried about me and came over to my 
house, where she found the Portal Keep and found the one for 
Armro which took her all the way to Valla. At one point after that, 
from what my cousins told me, the beast | turned into broke free and 
started attacking everyone. | even attacked the Crown Prince, my 
own cousin. Everybody thought it was over until Luz here came up 
and tried to stop me." 


"Hold on, you mean to tell me your nerdy human friend here actually 
stood up to a feral dragon?" Juniper asked with surprise. 


"Yeah, she just walked right up to me and even spoke to me." | told 
her as | continued. 


"And she wasn't scared of going up to a big, ferocious dragon that 
could rip her apart at any moment?" Juniper asked. 


"Well, | was a little bit scared." Luz spoke up. "But even though he 
did turn into a beast, | Knew that the friend | Knew was still in there 
and that he wouldn't hurt me. | had put my trust in that and that Ryuji 
was still in there for just a chance | could get through to him." 


"Of course, | tried to kill her too." | added. "But when she spoke to 
me, | could hear her. Unlike the attempts made by my cousins, she 
actually calmed me down. It was like she tamed the beast that | had 
in me. She even helped me get back into the cell where | actually fell 
asleep." 


"Wait, so after all that, you stopped and took a nap from one human 
talking to you?" King said with confusion. 


"Well, | think it was more likely it was because | heard the voice of a 
friend who went all that way to save me from the terrible curse | was 
dealing with." | said before | turned to Luz. "Luz, you've done things 
which none of us thought possible. You helped me get control of my 
cursed dragon form and you saved me from a Dargon. And that's 
before we came to the Isles. Just the other night, you helped us 
defeat an evil warden and get people like us to stand up to the 
unfairness he gave. That kind of courage and compassion doesn't 
just happen. You may not think it, but you are special. At least, to me, 
you are." 


"Thanks, Ryuji." Luz said as she then looked down at her plate with 
a grateful smile after gaining a blush. 


Looking over, | saw both Juniper and Eda looking at me with smirks 
to which | gained a blush of my own as | realized they were silently 
teasing me for how my compliment caused Luz to react. 


"Uh, let's finish our meal before it gets too cold." | said, making an 
excuse which worked as we all went back to eating. 


Well, that was certainly interesting with a lesson learned. Second 
day on the Boiling Isles and me and Luz got to learn a little bit more 
about it. Of course, | do understand that she was taking precautions 
against people like Adegast, but I'm still a little bit pissed off with Eda 
sending me and Luz out to do potion and elixir deliveries especially 
when there was a possibility we were going to get killed. I'm just glad 
we made it out alive. Hopefully, me and Luz won't be tricked like that 
again. Besides all the hell we went through, I've come to see what 
my dad was talking about with the Isles. Even though the Boiling 
Isles itself wasn't natural, sometimes, a place like this could have 
many wonders on its own. All you have to do is just find them. It 
might seem pretty freaky up close, but if you look at it from a 
different perspective, it feels just like home. And | can't wait to learn 
more about the Isles and see what else is in store for me and Luz to 
make this the best summer ever. DK out! 


Author's Note: Hey, guys! | hope you all like the chapter. It seems 
Ryuji and Luz did learn a pretty good lesson, huh? And it looks like 
the Dragon Kid is now learning more about himself along with Eda. 
What exactly did Adegast mean? Is Eda hiding a secret from Ryuji? 
Could this be connected to Eda's connections to Axel? All great 
questions, but will have to wait. In the next chapter, see Ryuji and 
Luz as they look towards a new way of learning magic. That's all | 
got for now. Don't forget to leave a comment to tell me what you 
think of it. See you all in the next chapter! 


Chapter 3: | was a Teenage Abomination 


Chapter 3: I was a Teenage Abomination 


Morning at the Owl House. It has been over five days since the 
incident with the puppet master demon Adegast, making it mine and 
Luz's first week here in the Boiling Isles. Since that "quest" incident, 
I've been keeping a much more careful eye on Luz, as well as Eda, 
Juniper, and of course King. In those three days, it had been a bit 
uneventful, aside from the occasional squabbles with the guard. But 
right now, today was the time to relax. | was laying on the couch, just 
thinking about some things. One of them was what Adegast had said 
to about me and Eda, that he knew that Eda would trade her life to 
save me, a reason of which he claimed | didn't Know about. The look 
she was giving when Adegast said she was lying to me had shown to 
be supporting his words. | had just given a sigh when... 


"There you are!" Looking over toward the sound of my human 
friend's voice, | watched as Luz, Juniper, and King walked over to 
me, the witch girl coming over in her pajamas. "Been wondering 
where ya been." 


"Oh, hey, guys." | said to them. 

"What are you doing laying on the couch?" Juniper said to me. 
"Nothing. Just thinking." | told them. 

"Thinking about what?" Luz asked me. 


"It's just what Adegast said back there when he got us all trapped." | 
said. "He said that he knew Eda would come to rescue me." 


"Well, yeah." Juniper said to me. "You and Luz were his bait, so he 
knew Eda wouldn't let anything bad happen to you and come to get 
you out of that trap." 


"Yeah, but he said that she would especially come to save me." | 
said. "The way he was talking, it was Adegast was saying that Eda 
would have given up everything just to save me. He also said that 
there was something she wasn't telling me which was more of the 
reason why she would go to such lengths for me. By the way she 
reacted, I'm starting to think she is hiding something from me. That 
look she had was almost the same look my dad got when | asked 
about my mom." 


"Yeah, | see your point. Mom has been one to keep secrets." She 
told me. "She's told me a few things about her life, but there's a lot of 
things she hasn't told me. In fact, | had the same thing happen with 
her when | asked her about my dad." 


"Oh, speaking of which, I've been meaning to talk to you." | said as | 
sat up before pointing to Juniper's necklace. "It's about that stone 
you're wearing around your neck." 


"You mean my birthday gift from my dad?" 

"Yeah, that's not an ordinary stone. That's a Firestone." 

"A Firestone?" Juniper was confused by this, much like Luz. 
"What's a Firestone?" Luz asked. 


"It's a special stone used to help people control their fire magic. It 
was used to hold the power of dragons of the fire element, but now 
are used for anyone possessing magic of that element." | explained. 
"Now that I've said that, Juni, do you have problems with your 
magic?" 


"No. Well, except for one." Juniper told me. "Before we got this back, 
| did sort of use this weird fire and start torching things whenever | 
got mad." 


"Weird fire?" | asked out of curiosity about this before she surprised 
me by holding her hand and making this dark red flame appear 


above her palm. "Whoa!" 


"Yeah, when Wrath took my necklace, | used to set all of 
Bonesborough on fire. This is why people call me the ‘Demon 
Flame’." She told me before she got rid of the flame by extinguishing 
it with the clutch of her hand. "If you say this stone makes sure | 
don't go 'Fire Berserk Mode’, guess it just means my old man was 
looking out for me. How did you know what it was anyway?" 


"Because it comes from Armro." | explained to her. "During my visits 
there, I've seen many people who possess powerful fire magic wear 
Firestones like that one. If your dad got that for you, maybe he came 
from Armro." 


"Wait, you saying my dad is from that place?" Juniper was surprised 
by this. 


"I'm just saying it's a possibility. Won't really know unless you go 
there." 


"Yeah, like Mom will let me go there. Unless we fix the problems we 
have right now, she told me we aren't leaving the Boiling Isles." 


"Speaking of Eda, did she say where she was going?" Before | got 
any response, Eda came bursting through the door. 


"Hey, kids!" Eda said to us, looking really pumped up. "Found 
something amazing on the beach! Want to see it?" 


"Yes, please!" Luz anxiously answered. 
"Beats sitting around doing nothing." | told her. 


"Nope. I'm good." Juniper waved her mother off. 


her eyebrows, making her daughter sigh in defeat. 


"Alright, fine. Just let me get dressed." Juniper said before she 
started walking back to her room. 


"Oh, cheer up, Juni." | told to the witch girl. "She just wants to show 
us something. How bad can it be?" 


After Juniper got dressed, we all headed out to the beach and were 
shocked and disgusted by what Eda was so eager to show us. 


"| take back what | said." | said as me and Luz looked with disgust 
while Juniper had a blank expression. 


"Well, kids?" Eda asked, eagerly nudging her apprentice with an 
elbow before motioning to what was in front of us. "Did you ever in 
your life think you'd see something as breathtaking as this?" 


What she was referring to was this giant worm-like animal with a 
mouth that looked like the back of a starfish but with six teeth, black 
spines on its back, and orange bulges towards the tail end. 
Obviously, it was dead which just added to how disgusting it was. 
"No... not really." Luz nervously said, not liking this one bit. 

"Yeah, this is far from 'breathtaking’." Juniper commented. 

"Eda, what the hell is this thing?" | asked, still disgusted by this. 


"This is what we call a Trash Slug and nothing is more inspiring than 
it." Eda told me as she walked over to the corpse. 


"What's so inspiring about this?" | asked her. 

"Glad you asked, Ryuji." She said before she explained. "You see, 
the Trash Slug makes a home from what others thrown by the 
wayside.” 


"You mean it makes a life out of trash?" | asked her as she reached 
inside the slug's mouth. 


"Kinda like she does with what humans throw in the trash." Juniper 
added under her breath. 


"Basically, yeah." She said as she pulled out a rubber chicken before 
tossing it aside. "It does for a while until-blam!" She slammed her fist 
into her palm, making me and Luz flinch. "It gets blasted by a wave 
one day and croaks from all the salt. And then we get to sell the stuff 
it ate." 


After hearing this and she offered a pickaxe to us, | actually gagged 
at the thought of digging through that carcass, just as grossed out as 
Luke and Luz. 


"No way." Juniper said, backing a bit from the pickaxe. "I'm not 
mining some dead slug for junk." 


"Please don't make me do this." Luz begged, slowly backing away in 
fear. 


"Aw, come on." King said setting up a little towel for him to lay on. 
"It's not every day you get to go to the dump and pick apart a 
garbage carcass." 


"Ah, nuts to all of you." Eda said, swinging the pickaxe as she mined 
the slug. 


"Eda, exactly..." | said, pausing at each swing Eda took at the slug. 
"Does this... help me with... my curse?" 


"Tolerance." Eda said as she stopped for a moment. "Your curse 
comes out when you're angry which you get whenever someone 
picks on ya. You especially need to watch it if humans are around 
you. | can see you're disgusted by this, which is a good thing in this 
situation. Disgust leads to anger which is what makes this perfect for 
you to learn how to control your anger." 


"Well, this still doesn't make anything better." | complained. "I mean, 
digging out a dead animal for trash to sell to suckers? Come on!" 


"Look, | know you aren't exactly comfortable with picking out things 
from a dead animal since you're a real animal lover, but you have to 
deal with stuff that is just as bad." Eda told me. "Axel once told me 
how you went into a dragon rage when you saw a couple of kids 
picking on a dog." 


"It was a puppy and they were mistreating it!" | told her. "If | didn't 
step up, the little guy wouldn't have made it." 


"Yeah, | get it. Honestly, | would have done the same. But this just 
proves my point. You ended up using your powers. You're just lucky 
it was just a couple of punks who saw you like that. Otherwise..." 


"Yeah, | see your point." | said, calming down a bit and feeling a little 
surprised. "Wow, | didn't I'd get a lecture from you." 


"Yeah, well, somebody needs to if your dad's not gonna." Eda said 
before she spoke to Juniper. "By the way, Juni, most of the stuff you 
like that | got for you actually came from Trash Slugs like this one. 
Really good stuff is in the belly." Juniper perked up at this. 


"Out of the way, Mom!" Juniper said as she rushed over, using her 
magic to make a revving chainsaw appear before she went to the gut 
with a grin on her face. 


| looked away as the way she was cutting into the slug looked just 
like a scene from Texas Chainsaw Massacre . After she was done, | 
saw the slug's stomach now had a large open gash with all that it ate 
spilling out as the witch girl who was now covered in blood made the 
chainsaw disappear. 


"Alright, goodies! Come to Mama!" Juniper said before she dove 
right into the guts of the slug. 


"Works every time." Eda said as she then went back to mining. 


"Uh, Eda?" | said, pausing at every swing given to the slug. "I know 
that you're... a great witch and all... but maybe we can do... 


something less gross?" 


"Yeah, | wanted... to talk... to you... too." Luz said as she came up. 
"| get that you're... busy teaching Ryuji... how to... manage his 
curse... but you promised that... you would teach me... how to be a 
witch." Luz added. "So we've been thinking... what if... we try... 
some new lessons... for my apprenticeship?" 


"Yeah, | was thinking... much the same." | added. "A little change of 
pace... for teaching Luz... magic would be... good." 


"Oh, yeah? Like what?" Eda asked as she kept on digging. 


"Like... maybe read ancient scrolls... learn some spells or... mix 
together some potions." 


"Not a bad idea." | said, liking what Luz was suggesting. "I don't 
mind... learning from some... ancient text on... magic." 


"Ugh! That sounds like a bunch of magic school stuff." Eda groaned 
in annoyance. 


"Magic school. Blech!" Juniper said with disgust as she poke her 
head out of the slug's mouth. 


"Wait, there's a magic school here?" | asked, surprised by this. 


"Like winding towers, cute uniforms, dark plots that threaten your life 
kind of magic school?" Luz added, excitedly. 


"Yeah, we got a bunch of them around here." Juniper confirmed as 
she pulled out a frisbee before throwing it off into the distance. "But 
they're worse than that Harry Potter crap." 


"Mm-hmm. What's worse is that they force you to learn magic the 
‘proper’ way." Eda added before she turned to face me and Luz. "But 
magic isn't proper, it's wild and unpredictable. That's why it's so 
beautiful." 


"Yeah, sometimes it's great not to focus on making a spell perfect 
when it can come as you go." Juniper said. "Think less about how it 
looks and just do it." 


"See? Juni gets it." Eda said to us. "And nobody knows how to learn 
as you go better than me." 


"| get what you're saying, but maybe Luz would actually learn how to 
do magic by going to one of those schools." | said to her. 


"Oh, she doesn't need those schools. | didn't finish school and look 
at me!" She said as she then picked up her pickaxe and she smiled 
at us. "Who wouldn't envy where | am right now?" 


"Do you want an honest answer from me?" | bluntly said from seeing 
how she was standing in a pile of garbage. "Eda, I'm not so sure that 
not finishing school was the best choice, especially considering 
where you are." 

"Ugh! You sound like my teachers." Eda groaned in annoyance. 
"Then it looks like I'm giving you some advice." | told her. 


"More like a bunch of crap." Juniper said as she stepped out of the 
slug and walked over to me. 


"Hey, I'm just speaking from my dad, who's actually right about how 
to teach someone magic." | told her. 


"How would he know? He's a human." Juniper retorted. 


"Hey, he learned all that he could from magic school, the same stuff 
which is part of the magic you're so impressed by." 


"What? No way." 


"No, I'm afraid he's right." Eda said as she walked over. "Sure, the 
guy is a bit strict on rules, but he knows all about using powerful 
magic. He even haves a palisman to prove it." 


"Wait, he haves a palisman?" Juniper said with surprise. 


"Yeah, which is why | trust his teachings on magic." | told the witch 
girl. "It's because of that | know seven types of magic and how far | 
can go with it. He taught me how not to go out of bounds with my 
magic. He even taught me how to use my sword. All the hard work 
and practice | did manage to pay off." 


"Yeah, he was top of the class." Eda said to me. 


"Well, | don't think he can top my mom." Juniper put in with a smug. 
"She actually homeschooled me and | bet I'm just as strong you 
because of her." 


"And just as reckless too." | said, Juniper's smug becoming a look of 
shock before turning into a glare. "If | was taught like that, | would've 
been exposed! Living in the human world means you can't freely just 
show off your magic whenever you want. You have to know how to 
control that magic and use it perfectly and safely, following M.R.C." 


"M.R.C.?" Juniper asked with confusion. 


"Yeah, M.R.C." | then explained what it stood for. "As in 
‘memorization, repetition, and conduct’. Those are the rules of which 
Dad taught me and | live by, magic or otherwise in education." 


"Nuts to that." Juniper bluntly said. "You might like it, but I'm more 
into E.I.L.: experimentation, innovation, and, uh... laughing at tools. 
Like you!" Juniper's laughing really pissed me off as | couldn't help 
but growl at her. 


"Okay, easy, you two." Eda said, stopping the fight before it began. 
"Nothing good will come out from you two getting at each other's 
throats." 


"Yeah, by the way," | said before we looked to Luz who looked 
uneasy as she stood next to a pile of odorous trash and slug guts, 
"you said you would teach Luz how to do it, but you still haven't 


taught Luz anything about being a witch. If you don't teach her 
something soon, | might as well stop cooking for you." 


"Okay, hold on." Eda said before she walked over to Luz. "Uh... Hey, 
Luz. Here's a lesson: a good witch is resourceful." 


"Resourceful? How?" Luz asked before Eda grabbed her hand. 


"Like this." Eda answered, sticking Luz's hand into a puddle of green 
slime until the girl pulled out something round and covered in slime. 


"A greasy slime ball?" Luz asked, disgusted and confused. 


"Use your slime ball wisely, young witch." Eda said as she tried to 
sound wise before she turned to me. "Okay, Ryuji. Let's see what 
you get." 


"No way! I'm not sticking my hand into dead animal guts." | said 
before pointing at Juniper who was digging in a pool of slime too. 
"Unlike your daughter, | know how to keep myself clean." 


"Oh, don't be a prude. Sometimes you got to get your hands dirty to 
find get some good stuff." Juniper said before she pulled out a silver 
dollar. "Hey, a human coin!" 


| gagged a bit before speaking to the witch girl. "And that's where the 
phrase ‘filthy money' comes from." 


"Oh, that reminds me. Ryuji! Juni!" Eda said, rummaging in her 
pocket and taking out some money before giving it to me. "Go into 
town and pick up supplies for dinner." 


"Ooh, ooh! Yes! Your King demands food!" King ordered. 
"Anything to get me out of slug guts." | said before whispering to 


Eda. "There is enough money here to buy food for everyone at the 
house, right?" 


"Yep." Eda said to me. "Now go grab Juni before we lose her in the 
slug." 


"Right." | said before | called out to the witch girl. "Come on, Juni! I'll 
need you to help me with groceries!" 


"Awww! | was just getting into it." Juniper complained. 


"Juni, just go with him." Eda told her. "I'll make sure to grab stuff 
you'll like and get it to you when you're back at the house." 


"Ugh! Fine." Juniper said as she walked out with slime on her. "But 
I'm not gonna be much help since | forgot my cloak." 


"What are you talking about?" | asked before she used a spell circle 
and she was surrounded in a poof of blue and orange smoke. When 
it cleared, she was nowhere to be found. "Juni? Where'd you go?" 


"Down here." Looking down, | saw this little orange cat looking up at 
me with a smile and a pair of different colored as it was covered in 
slime. "Pretty cool, huh?" 


"What the... Did you just use a spell of both Beast-Keeping and 
Illusion Magic?" | said, surprised by this. 


"Well, yeah. What better disguise than an animal?" Juniper told me. 
"When I don't have me cloak, | use this to get around without being 
spotted." 


"And you chose a cat, why?" | asked her. 


"What? | said it was the purr-fect disguise." She jokingly said, 
earning a groan from me. 


"Oh, dios mio!" Luz said as she came over and picked up Juniper 
before giving her a hug. "You're so cuuuute! Why didn't you tell me 
you could turn yourself into such an adorable thing?" 


"Same reason King tries asking me for help with you." Juniper said 
as she was being squeezed. "Just so you don't squeeze me to 
death." 


"Okay, Luz. Don't crush my helper for the day." | said, using my 
magic to pull the witch girl out of Luz's grasp. 


"Thanks, DK." She told me. 


"Don't mention it." | told her as | smiled. "Also, | got to thank you for 
making it easier to clean you." 


"What?" She said before | dowsed her with a water spell to wash off 
all the slime, the girl coughing from it. "Hey!" 


"Don't start. I'm just getting you cleaned." | said before using a spell 
circle to blow wind at her as a means of getting her dry. After she 
was completely dry, | then watched as her fur puffed to where she 
now looked like a little ball of orange fluff. "There. Nice and clean." 
With a growl, Juni then threw the silver dollar at me face which 
caused me to drop her. "Ow!" After | recovered and Eda caught her 
daughter, | kneeled down and picked up the coin that was thrown at 
me before putting it in my pocket. 


"Okay, enough, you two. You can fight when you get home." Eda 
said as she grabbed her daughter and rubbed down her fur before 


giving her to me. "Just make sure you come back to the house with 
food." 


"Got it, Eda." | said to her. 


"Yeah, we got this, Mom." Juniper said before she climbed up to my 
shoulder. "Come on, DK! Let's get some grub!" 


"Guess we'll see you girls and King back at the house." | said before 
| spoke to Luz. "See ya later, Luz." 


"See ya and be safe!" Luz said to me, doing her best to smile. 


"We will." | told her before walking off towards Bonesborough. 
[No one's view] 


As Ryuji walked out of sight with Juniper riding on his shoulder, Luz 
then lost her smile she forced on herself as the disappointment she 
felt from not learning magic in the past week remained. 


"Okay, back at it!" Eda said as she grabbed her pickaxe and went 
back to the carcass. "We'll get into the stink nodes first." 


"Actually, if it's okay, | think I'll head home and look at pictures of 
animals that are still alive." Luz said as she began to walk 
backwards. 


"Oh, okay. Suit yourself." Eda said to her. "I guess Ryuji would need 
some help getting the groceries into the house. Knowing Juni, she 
might stick in that cat until he cooks dinner." 


"Okay, thank you. Then I'll see ya back at the Owl House." Luz said 
before she went over to King who was in lying on his towel while 
wearing a set of plastic shades before the human girl rubbed his 
belly. "Love you, King. You little beach peach." King giggled at the 
attention he got and sighed in contentment as Luz stopped and left. 
Eda was confused by this for a moment before she shrugged it off 
and smiled. 


"Well, more for me then." Eda said as she then continued digging 
through the slug. "There we go. Alright." She then tossed out a tuba 
which then landed right on top of King's head, the little demon begin 
to struggle as he tried to get it off. "This is awesome!" 


[Ryuji] 


After getting into town, as we walked towards the market to get some 
food, me and Juniper talked about what had transpired today. 


"| can't believe your mom wanted us to pick apart a giant dead slug." 
| said, speaking out my frustrations. "I get that she was using that so 
| would get thicker skin and not be so easy to set off, but how does 
that teach Luz anything about magic?" 


"Hey, my mom is just trying to see if Luz is willing to learn. Helping 
her dig out something disgusting is a good way to see how much 
determination." Juniper said, trying to justify her mom's actions. "Plus 
at least you got a human coin." 


"Yeah, something of which only matters in the human world." | said 
to her, taking out the coin she dug up. "It has no official value here in 
the Boiling Isles." 


"Hey, you can still keep it for when and Luz go back." She countered. 


"Still, not really brightening this whole experience. We've been here 
for a week and Eda hasn't taught me anything like Dad said she 
would or even anything about magic to Luz." 


"She told her to be resourceful.” 


"Yeah, with a piece of garbage. Hell, she hasn't even shown Luz how 
to cast even a single spell." 


"Well, what do you expect? Me and her are on the run from the 
authorities." 


"Still doesn't mean she can't take the time to actually teach Luz. My 
dad expects me to come back, causing the least amount of trouble 
with my curse. And | can't justify for having Luz stay here unless she 
shows him some magic. We can't just wait around and hope that she 
decides to give her a lesson one of these days." 


"Well, what are you going to do about it?" 
"Well, you two said there were magic schools around here, right?" 


"Yeah, why?" 


"Well, maybe instead of waiting for Eda to teach her, | should look for 
one of those schools for Luz and she can start learning from there." 


"What? You want to take her to some preppy school for witches and 
warlocks? There's no way they'll take a human in. They'll probably 
eat the first chance they get." 


"Not if | join with her. My dad told me he went to one of these 
schools for the summer and, if your mom was telling the truth, they'll 
be sure to let me and Luz take classes there." 


"Really? But you already know so much magic." 
"Yeah, seven types of it. But my dad told me that there were other 
kinds of magic here that he couldn't teach me. Wouldn't hurt to check 


those out. Who knows? Maybe then I'll know all the magic there is 
on the Boiling Isles." 


"You do know Mom won't let you go looking for those schools if you 
ask her, right?" 


"Which is why I'm not gonna tell her." 
"What?!" 


"Relax, I'll tell her me and Luz are gonna learn magic at one of the 
schools after we enrolled." 


"DK, you can't just go into a school and ask to take any class there." 
"How would you know? You're homeschooled.” 
"Did you think | didn't try it out for myself?" 


| stopped when she said that. "Wait, you actually tried magic 
school?" 


"Well, duh! Did you really think | actually went with homeschooling 
for sixteen years straight? | once got tired by how Mom was teaching 


and tried to go to her school Hexside." 
"Hexside? That's my dad's school!" | was once again surprised. 


"Might be how him and Mom are buddies. Anyway, | went in there to 
see if | could really get my magic game up. Only thing | got was 
knowing how bad it was which is why I'm telling you not to waste 
your time going for that." 


"Juni, come on." | said as | then kept on walking. "You and | both 
know that the schools are the only way Luz will know any kind of 
magic that you and me can do in time." 


"DK, | know you want Luz to be a witch, but the schools aren't really 
gonna be good for her. They're almost as bad as that summer camp 
her mom wanted to send her." 


"You're just saying that because you don't see the wrongs in Eda's 
teaching methods. It's obvious you dropped out after getting in 
trouble so many times." 


"Hey, I'm serious! Those schools are no place to learn anything. 
Besides, what's wrong with my mom? At least she knows how to 
have fun." 


"She is irresponsible, lazy, and clearly has no sense of conduct 
where it matters." | then stopped at an alley as | continued. "She's 
selling old junk to make a living and barely anyone wants to buy her 
potions and elixirs. Honestly, do you really want to end up like her?" 
"Ugh! You sound just like Lilith." 

"Lilith?" | was confused by this. 


"Lilith Clawthorne, my aunt. The same witch who talks crap like you." 


"Aunt? Clawthorne?" | was surprised once again. "Wait, Eda has a 
sister? 


"Yeah, another reason why | say Luz is better where she is. It beats 
having a pole up her ass like you and Lilith!" 


"Hey, watch it, Juniper!" 
"What? It's true." 


"Juniper, Luz cannot be taught in magic like that! She needs 
teachers who know what they're doing!" 


"Who are you to say that's what's best for her?" 
"Who are you to say that she can be okay learning like she is now?" 


"The only reason you want Luz to go to those schools is because 
that's how your old man taught you!" 


"And the only reason you want Luz to stick with Eda is because 
she's like you and lets you be careless!" 


The two of us then glared at each other, growling for a moment 
before Juniper calmed down and made a compromise. 


"Okay, let's flip for it." Juniper then pointed with her paw at the silver 
dollar in my hand. "Heads, I'll help you and Luz go looking for the 
preppy magic school so you can ditch me and Mom and learn magic 
the way you want. Tails, you give it up and stick with Eda and let her 
teach Luz. Deal?" 


"Deal." With that, | then flipped the coin in the air and | caught it after 
it came down. After | placed it on my arm, despite my prayer for it to 
be heads, | was struck with shock as we both saw it was on tails. 


"Ha! Tails!" Juniper said, feeling proud of herself. "Tough luck, DK. 
The coin has spoken." 


"Let's just get the groceries and back to the house." | said before we 
heard a loud roar. 


"What was that?" Juniper asked with surprise. 


"Sounds like it came from down there. Come on!" With that, | then 
ran into the alley where | found the source of the commotion: a griffin 
trying to take a satchel from an elderly man. 


"Unhand my satchel, you vile beast!" the man said, the griffin roaring 
before it flung the man against the wall and knocked him to the 
ground. 


"Juni, stay here!" | said as | took Juniper off my shoulder and put her 
gently on the ground. 


"DK, wait!" Juniper said before | drew out my sword and charged at 
the griffon as it spread its wings to attack while the man recovered. 


With one slash, | stopped the griffin's attack, leaving it to the fire 
blast | sent that knocked it away in an instant. 


"What the..." The man said as we stood between him and the griffin. 
"Sir, stay back!" | told him as | was ready to fight. "I'll take of this." 


After he allowed me, | started my fight with the griffon after it 
recovered. It looked at me before charging, swinging its claws. | 
moved in front and blocked the griffon with the Saisho. 


"That stance..." | heard the man gasp, but | kept my focus on holding 
the creature back. It tried to leap at me, but | managed to stop it by 
using my foot to create a spell circle to cast a spell. 


"Back off!" | said as | then kicked at it, using my spell circle to send a 
blast of wind that knocked the creature to the ground. 


Seeing it pick itself up, | then rushed over to attack it where the 
griffon saw me and flew at me. Seeing it was going to attack, | then 
got to work on casting another spell, one that would help me dodge 
and win this fight. 


"Enhancement Magic: Wind Dash!" | said as | used the spell on 
myself, allowing me to speed past the advancing claw while leaving 
a gust of wind behind me. 


After doing that, | then began circling the griffon and it wasn't long 
until a tornado was created and prevented it from going anywhere. 
Hearing the griffon roar, | knew that | had it cornered and got ready 
to move on to the next step of my plan. Circling around it was 
actually just a way for me to pick up speed as | would need it to 
finish it off. Now that | was fast enough, | then used it to quickly 
ricochet off the walls of the alley until | was right above the griffon. 
After a brief moment of it searching for me, | grinned as | decided to 
reveal myself, my Saisho's blade glowing as it was then engulfed in 
flames. 


"Up here, birdbrain!" | yelled out as | got the griffon to look up before 
| aimed the flaming blade at it, gripping the grip with both hands. 
"Attack Magic: Flame Dragon's Roar!" Sending off a blast of fire that 
took the form of a dragon's head, | watched as my spell slammed the 
griffin down to the ground, the impact causing an explosion and what 
little wind current left of the tornado to burst through the alley. 


"Amazing." | heard the man say in awe after | landed safely on my 
feet, looking to the griffon as the smoke cleared and the flames 
disappeared from my sword. 


In that instance, the griffon got up and looked at me with fear. After a 
moment, | then gave a slight "Boo!" and the creature then spread its 
wings and flew away. 


"And don't come back!" | yelled at it as | gave it a warning before 
remembering why | fought it. 


Turning around, | saw the man | saved was dressed in a dress that 
looked like my big bro's college graduation gown with a long black 
robe with a gold yoke, a black cape, gold trims at the sleeves and 
hem, and a blue stole draped over his shoulders along with what 
appeared to be an imp mask on his face. 


"You okay, sir?" | said to the man, checking on him. 


"Am | okay? I'm more than okay!" he said to us, smiling proudly. 
"Young man, that was some of the most amazing display of magic | 
have ever seen!" 


"Why, thank you, sir." | said, touched by the compliment. "It was 
nothing.” 


"And might | add that is an impressive sword." He said, motioning to 
the Saisho. 


"Oh, my Saisho." | said, before | then held the blade in one hand and 
the grip in the other. "Yeah, it's pretty cool. This thing's got me outa 
lot of pretty good jams." 


"| can see that." The man said to me. "And the fact that you created 
a strategy using two different elements in one attack is remarkable." 


"Oh, that? | just came up with that on the fly." | told him as | put the 
Saisho on my back. "I just used what | was taught." 


"Still, it is very impressive." The man said as he examined me. 
"Interesting. I've never seen a human perform magic before." 


"Oh, you noticed the ears, huh? Well, actually I'm half human. My 
mother was a witch." 


"A hybrid. That explains it. I'm even more surprised that | haven't 
seen you around Hexside before.” 


"Hexside?" | asked in surprise. "As in one of the most prestigious 
magic academies in the Boiling Isles?" 


"The very same." The man confirmed. 


"Then, considering how you're dressed, are you a faculty member at 
Hexside?" 


"Indeed | am and, mind | say, it is your lucky day that it's me you 
have saved." The man said. 


"Really? How so?" 


"Allow me to introduce myself. | am Hieronymus Bump, principal of 
Hexside." 


"Principal?" | was in awe at this. "It's a pleasure to meet you, sir. My 
name is Ryuji." 


"It is a pleasure to meet you as well. Do mind me asking, but where 
exactly did you come across that sword?" 


"Oh, my dad made it for me." 
"Well, then your father must be quite the blacksmith." 


"Yeah, he's one of the best." From there, | then remembered the 
griffon. "By the way, what was with that griffon from earlier?" 


"Oh, that. Just an untimely meeting with a wild animal. The Griffon- 
Wrangling Coven should do a better job in keeping them out of our 
streets." 


"So that's just a random encounter?" 


"Yes, and quite the uncouth one at that. If you are interested, | could 
show you to Hexside so that you can see what it can offer." 


"Really? You would show me around Hexside?" 


"Why, of course. It is the least | can do after you saved me and used 
such impressive magic." 


"Well, then | got nothing else to say but-Ow!" Feeling something 
forcibly cling onto my shoulder, | turned to see Juniper on my 
shoulder, the witch-turned-cat sinking her claws there as she glared 
at me. "What?" She then motioned to the side, silently telling me that 


she wanted to have a word with me. With a sigh, | then tried my best 
to smile as | turned back to Bump. "Excuse me, Principal Bump. 
Seems my cat here wants to have chat with me. I'll give you my 
answer once I'm done." 


"Oh, don't worry. | understand. Go right ahead, I'll wait right here." 


"Thank you." | gave a nervous chuckle as | walked a bit away from 
him before pulling Juniper off my shoulder as she let go and held her 
in my hands, giving her a glare as | whispered to her. "Juni, what's 
up?" 


"DK, are you kidding me? You're still going for the magic schools?" 
She whispered back to me. 


"What? He's just repairing me for saving him." | told her. "Besides, 
Hexside is the school my dad went to. | can't miss the chance to see 
the place he learned magic from." 


"You don't have a choice. Mom told us to go shopping for groceries 
and then head home, not to run off to those schools." She reminded 
me. "I won the coin toss, remember?" 


"We can shop later. Come on, it's just one little look around. We'll be 
back before Eda even knows we're gone." 


"Read my lips. We are not going on a school tour." 


"Come on, Juni. How am | supposed to tell what Hexside is like if | 
haven't been there? Let me just check it out. If the school is like you 
and Eda said it is, we'll head back to the house and | won't bother 
you again about it, okay?" 


It was only a moment before Juniper gave a sigh of defeat. "Fine. 
Let's see the magic nerd school." 


"Great!" | said before | put her back on my shoulder and | then 
walked over and spoke to Bump. "Principal Bump, | would very much 


like to see what Hexside is like." 


"Wonderful. Then follow me." Bump said as he led me out of the 
alley, the excitement of seeing the magic school my dad went 
growing like the smile | had. 


She then walked down the stairs before she took the plate from me 
and walked down to the kitchen. Taking the other dish in both hands, 
Luz and | looked at each other as we were both confused by this. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


What? This is the magic school my dad went to when he was my 
age. Of course | get all giddy for it. After hearing all about the fun he 
had there and all the friends he made there, | always dreamt of what 
my experience there would be like and now I get to see it. | got a 
good feeling about this! 


[No one's view] 


On the way to the Owl House, it was really quiet as Luz walked 
through the forest and she glared down at the slime ball Eda had her 
grab earlier. 


"| can't believe this. If magic's just all about digging for slime balls, 
maybe | don't have the stomach for it." She bitterly said to herself as 
she put to ball into her pocket. "Been one week since | got here and | 
hadn't learned a single spell or anything. | know it ain't everyday a 
human comes into the Boiling Isles wanting to be a witch, but that 
still doesn't mean Eda can't put an effort into teaching me. Maybe if | 
should just quit." 


"Don't turn back now!" said a random female voice that seemed to 
echo through the forest, voicing out encouragement. "You can do it! 
You can!" 


"Uh, hello?" Luz said, following the sound of the voice. 


Poking her head through a bush, she found the voice belonged to a 
short, young female witch with light skin, a sort of full-figured body, 
and short dark gray-blue hair wearing a pair of round gold and black- 
framed glasses over her olive green eyes. She was dressed in some 
sort of uniform consisting of a gray tunic with a dark gray belt, a 
black hooded cowl held by a gold pin, and black boots. Under the 
tunic, she had on a magenta-sleeved shirt with matching leggings. 
Right next to her as she sat on a rock was a book, a backpack, and 
a wooden wheelbarrow with a large stone cauldron in it. 


"Oh, a little witch girl." Luz said with interest, trying to Keep her voice 
down as she hid in the bushes. 


"Come on, Willow, you can do it." The witch girl said as she stood up 
before she started pacing around, apparently giving herself a pep 
talk. "Even if you get a bad grade, it's not a reflection of you as a 
witch. And my parents are right. There are better opportunities in this 
track. Now stop worrying and get to school!" Her demeanor changed 
as she heard a snap and looked down to see stepped on a flower. 
"Oh, no! I'm sorry, little friend!" 


After getting her foot and kneeling down to the flower, the little witch 
now known as Willow then closed her eyes as she then created a 
green magic circle that gently rained small specks of green magic 
onto the flower. Luz watched in awe as the flower sprouted back to 
life, Willow smiling as she healed the plant with her magic. 


Luz wasn't able to watch long as she heard something coming in the 
direction of Willow. Ducking back down, the human girl watched as 
another wheelbarrow rolled in while coated in a magic aura. Another 
wheelbarrow with a cauldron rolled up in front of the young witch 
coated in glowing green energy. On top of the cauldron was another 
young witch who was reading a book titled Magic 101 . The one who 
owned and rode it was another young witch reading a book titled: 
Magic 101. She had pale skin, chin-length aquamarine hair with 
brown roots and a brown feathered-like patch at the front tied into a 


small ponytail, and golden eyes. She was dressed in the same 
uniform as Willow, only with a gold star-shaped badge that said "Top 
Student" on her cowl. 


"Willow." She said as she looked down from her book, closing it as 
the magic surrounding the wheelbarrow beneath her disappeared. 
"Wow, | almost rolled into ya. You should really make yourself more 
noticeable." After she jumped down with a light chuckle, Willow 
canceled her spell and the flower collapsed. 


"Hi, Amity." Willow bitterly greeted back, standing up. 


"Uh, shouldn't you get to class early to prep your..." Amity was 
interrupted by a rattling coming from the cauldron in Willow's 
wheelbarrow which caused both the cauldron and the cart to tip over 
and spills out a puddle of purple sludge which had a single eye wash 
up before it blinked in front of Willow, Amity looking at Willow with 
disappointment. "Oh, Willow. You don't have anything to show, do 
you?" 


"Witch Drama!" Luz whispered as she watched Willow lift up her 
hood with a blush of embarrassment. 


"This is why people call you 'Half-a-Witch Willow’." Amity said with a 
sigh as she walked up to Willow before a rattling was heard from her 
cauldron, making the witch smile. "Oh, looks like someone wants to 
say something to you." Amity walked over and took the cover off her 
cauldron before she stood in front of it with her arms crossed. 
"Abomination, rise." At the snap of her fingers, more of the purple 
sludge rose from the cauldron and formed into a human-like creature 
possessing three eyes with two on one side which leaned down over 
to Willow with a groan. 


"You're a Star." It slowly said as it drew a black star on the witch's 
forehead. 


"Aww! It's like mine." Amity said as she tapped her badge. "But much 
smaller and meaningless. As top student, it's my duty to tell you to 


keep at it." She then put her arm around Willow's shoulder. "Even 
you could get a passing grade someday. Abomination, cower." With 
that, the creature sunk back into the cauldron before she then put 
the cover on. "See you in class, superstar." She then wheeled off 
with her wheelbarrow with a smug look on her face, Luz sticking out 
her tongue from disliking how Amity treated Willow. 


"See you in class, superstar’." Willow said as she mimicked what 
Amity said before rubbing off the star with a growl. "I hate when she 
does that!" Luz then frowned as she felt bad for the little witch. 
Willow then began to rant in anger. "I hate making abominations! | 
hate getting bad grades! Ugh! | wish | didn't have to deal with all 
this!" 


After she closed her eyes with a growl, she shot them open as they 
were glowing green, much to Luz's surprise. After this happens, the 
flower Willow tried to heal sprouted back up before large, thorn vines 
sprouted out of the ground, one of which ensnared Luz by the leg 
and pulled her over to Willow. Hearing her scream, Willow turned 
around and gasped at the sight before her, her eyes losing the glow 
and the vines going limp as they lay on the ground. 


"Oh, no! No, no, no, no!" Willow quickly said as she rushed over to 
Luz. "I'm so sorry! | didn't mean to do that!" 


"It's okay." Luz said in reassurance as she got the vine off her leg, 
ignoring the scratches she had on her leg. "I wasn't hurt that bad." 
Luz became confused as Willow looked at her closely in a way that 
made the human girl uncomfortable. 


"So... circley..." Willow said, causing Luz to cover her ears ina 
panic as she saw the witch girl was looking at them before the witch 
gasped in realization. "You're human!" Willow was very excited as 
she helped Luz up before circling around her. "A human on the 
Boiling Isles! This is incredible! How'd you get here? What are you 
doing here?" Before Luz could say anything, a bell suddenly tolled 
out in the distance, causing Willow to become saddened. "Oh, I'm 
sorry. | can't stay. | have to go and disappoint my teacher. It was nice 


to you, human." Willow then walked over to grab her book before 
she then walked and got her wheelbarrow back up. 


"Wait!" Luz said, causing Willow to look back at her. "Willow, right? 
I'm Luz and what you did with that flower and those plants! | mean, 
I've seen Plant Magic before, but that was... wow!" 


"Thanks, but..." Willow said with a smile from the praise before 
quickly losing it. "I'm not even supposed to be doing plant magic. My 
parents put me in the Abomination Track in school." 


"Wait, school? Like magic school?" Luz asked with interest, Willow 
managing to nod her head even from being uncomfortable at how 
close Luz was to her. "That's so cool! | have a teacher but her 
methods are bit... untraditional. She probably wouldn't let me enroll, 
but | wish | could spend one day there." 


"Yeah, and | wish | could get a passing grade for once." Willow said 
in a depressed tone. "Then people would stop calling me ‘Half-a- 
Witch Willow'." 


After she kicks at the pool of sludge and causes it to groan, Luz soon 
gains an idea after she looked at the puddle. 


"Hey, | Know how we can both get what we want." Luz spoke up. 


"Really? How?" Willow said as she watched Luz pick up some of the 
sludge. 


"By making me your abomination." Luz said as she splashed herself 
with the sludge. 


"What? " Willow said as she couldn't believe what she was 
suggesting. 


"It's easy. I'll just make myself look like an abomination and make it 
look like you made a perfect one. I'll get you a good grade and you 
get me into magic school. It's perfect!" 


"Oh, | don't know..." Willow said, not sure about how to respond to 
this. 


"Don't worry. | saw that girl's abomination thing. It's just a chunk of 
stuff that talks weird. | already talk weird, so I'm sure we can pull it 
off. Trust me, this plan will work." Willow giggled a bit with a blush at 
Luz's personality. 


"Okay, it's a deal. Luz." Willow said before the two shook hands. 
After they broke the shake, they looked to see the sludge had stuck 
their hands together. "Whoops! Abomination goo." The two girls then 
tried to pull their hands apart. 


Back on the beach, Eda had just finished digging out the rest of 
whatever the slug had to offer and was tying a large knapsack of 
what looked like orange fish eggs to her staff. 


"Not a bad haul." Eda said as she finished tying the sack on. "That 
oviduct was loaded.” 


"Ah. So lose apprentice, Axel's child, and your child, gain garbage 
eggs." King sarcastically commented while sitting on a pile of 
garbage. "Fair trade." 


"| didn't lose anything." Eda said with a scoff as she turned to him. 


"If you don't teach Luz right, you will. And you'll lose Ryuji too if you 
don't teach him anything about his curse." King said, sticking to his 
claim. "I'm honestly still surprised you hadn't lost Juniper yet. And, 
when you do lose them, that's when | come in. Make them my 
apprentices!" 


"Ha! And what would you teach?" Eda said with a laugh. "How to get 
stuck in the arm of sweater?" 


"Hey, that only happened once!" The demon claimed. "No, I'd teach 
them about demons. How to identify them, talk to them, raise an 


army with them and tear apart the world!" 


"After they tear you out of the sweater arm, right?" Eda was clearly 
amused with his claims. 


"You think you're so smart!" Fed up with it, King jumped off the pile 
and walked toward the witch. "Well, why don't we make a little bet 
and see who makes the better teacher?" 


"Okay. But I'm obligated to remind you that | only use our bets to 
utterly humiliate you." Eda said, pulling a book titled Eda + King One- 
Sided Wagers as she knelt down and opened it to reveal pages of 
charts with checkmarks on Eda's side while King's side was void of 
any, a sign of him not winning a single bet. "Especially considering 
that you've never ever won. Not to mention you also lost every single 
bet you made with Juni." 


"Yeah, | lost before, but | Know | won't lose this time." The little 
demon said with determination. 


"Okay, so how about this?" Eda then took out an egg from the sack, 
holding it up to King to reveal a small Trash Slug inside. "I'll give you 
this Trash Slug so you can prove you're a better teacher than me. 
Teach it to be your loyal soldier and Luz is all yours." 


"What? The human?" King was shocked by what he was receiving. 
"What about Ryuji and Juniper?" 


"I'm not letting you teach my daughter. | have my limits." She told 
him bluntly. "Besides, Axel sent me to help him with his curse. If he 
found out that | let you teach him, I'll never hear the end of it. 
Anyway, if you fail, | change your name from 'King' to... 'Mr. 
Wiggles'." 


"Well, when you lose, you'll have to... wear a shame hat! And sleep 
in the shack and never come into the Owl House again! Ha!" 


"Deal." After writing down everything said about the bet along with 
her signature, Eda turned the book to allow King to stamp his paw 
onto it, leaving a print. 


After that, she closed the book and put it away before tossing King 
the egg. Though King was ready to catch it, the egg landed on his 
head and broke, the little slug sliding down his head before he 
caught it in his paw. He glared at Eda as she walked away with her 
staff, the witch giving out a mocking laugh. 


She then walked down the stairs before she took the plate from me 
and walked down to the kitchen. Taking the other dish in both hands, 
Luz and | looked at each other as we were both confused by this. 


[Ryuji] 


Soon after accepting his offer, Principal Bump escorted me to 
Hexside and me and my brother were in awe as we faced an 
amazing school that looked like a castle mixed with a college 
building made. 


"Welcome to Hexside, School of Magic and Demonics." Principal 
Bump declared as we walked up the stairs and through the door. 


"Sugoi!" | said, blown away by the majesty of it all while Juniper gave 
a look of indifference. While looking around, | looked to find a 
warlock about mine and Juniper's age as they scratch a locker door, 
Causing an eye on it to open up to reveal it was a sort of demon that 
opened its mouth and handed the warlock some books with its 
tongue. "Whoa! Demon lockers! So cool!" 


"Tell me, Ryuji. You two seem pretty skilled in the art of fire and wind 
magic." Bump said as we kept walking. "Are there any other kinds of 
magic you know?" 


"Oh, yeah. The spells | just showed were just the tip of the iceberg." | 
told him. "I know Bard, Oracle, Plant, Construction, Beast-Keeping, 


Healing, and Illusion Magic." 


"Oh, my. | saw you were skilled in magic, but | didn't think you would 
have knowledge of other track courses as well." Principal Bump said, 
impressed by this. 


"Track courses?" | asked, curious about this. "You mean the learning 
experience is divided?" 


"Of course." The principal answered. "Here at Hexside, we have all 
different tracks for students to follow. The types of magic you know 
are actually seven of the tracks we have here." 


"And | guess those multicolored uniforms they're all wearing show 
which track each of them are in?" | asked as | saw students pass by, 
each one wearing different colored sleeves and leggings. 


"Correct." Principal Bump confirmed before he list the tracks. "And 
for each track comes a different type of magic to learn. | would 
suppose that the tracks you would be interested to learn from are the 
Abomination Track and the Potions Track, yes?" 


"Well, yeah." | told him. "But | guess you don't allow students to take 
more than one track here, huh?" 


"On the contrary, we do have the option for you to take more than 
one track. This brings us to one track | think you might like. | always 
save the best for last." With that, Principal Bump smirked as we 
walked through an entryway into an open area and | gasped in awe 
at the sight of students with azure sleeves and leggings around the 
place, two of them were doing what | recognized was a combat 
practice. "Welcome to the Warriors Track, the only track which allows 
one to practice any form of magic they choose." 


"The Warriors Track. Awesome!" | said before | then looked at the 
students and saw they all had a weapon on hand, each either having 
a sword, an axe, a lance, or a bow. The weapons that the two 


clashing had were a sword and an axe. "Hey, they got weapons just 
like me!" 


"Of course, every student who participates in the Warriors Track is 
given a weapon which can utilize their magic." As Principal Bump 
told me, the student wielding the axe then slammed it into the ground 
as it was glowing, sending a shockwave to his opponent who then 
jumped out of the way. The sword-wielding student then thrust his 
sword as its blade was glowing too, sending a blast of fire that 
knocks the axe wielder to the ground. 


"Okay, this has got to be the coolest thing I've ever seen!" | said 
before | then followed Principal Bump through another entryway and 
into a hall full of pictures of different groups of students which | knew 
were class photos. 


"Yes, the Warriors Track is a sight to behold." He said to me as | 
looked at each photo. "It was only thirty years ago that this track was 
added to the learning curriculum of every school here on the Boiling 
Isles and it has become one of the greatest tracks of all." 


"Thirty years ago?" It was then that | turned to my right and one 
photo caught my eye. Walking over to it, | saw it was a boy student 
close to my age with combed down brown hair and brown eyes who 
smiled proudly as Principal Bump held out a plaque to him. But the 
boy wasn't a warlock. Seeing he had human ears, | recognized who 
the guy was. "Dad?" Juniper was even surprised by this. 


"| knew | recognized your fighting technique." Principal Bump said as 
| turned to see his grin as he walked over to me and was surprised 
by how close he was to us. "The only person who has magic such as 
yours would be the child of Axel Frank, especially if they wield a 
Star-Rank weapon such as yours." 


"So you knew my dad." | said with surprise. 


"Why, of course." Principal Bump answered. "Your father was one of 
my prized students." 


"And he was in the Warriors Track?" 


"Oh, he wasn't just in the Warriors Track." Principal Bump explained. 
"He is the one who founded the Warriors Track." 


"My dad created this track?" | was surprised as | didn't know this at 
all. 


"Yes. During his time here at Hexside, your father saw that it was 
unfair that his fellow students could only learn from one of the 
Original eight tracks, especially considering that there was only one 
coven that allowed its members to use all forms of magic." 


"The Emperor's Coven." | knew exactly who he was talking about. 


"As such, he worked towards developing a way in allowing students 
to learn from more than one track. His diligence and determination in 
ensuring a fair learning experience for his fellow students and all 
future witches and warlocks soon gathered others to help him in his 
cause. His actions were so great that even the Emperor himself took 
notice. Before long, the Warriors Track was then added, giving us the 
tenth track that we have now today. It was because of it that he 
graduated from Hexside as one of the greatest students.” 


"Wow. | had no idea." 


"Yes. Which is why it's a shame he didn't become a coven head." 
What Principal Bump said shocked me. 


"Wait, what?" | couldn't help but laugh at what he told me. "Okay, 
that's a funny joke. My dad, a coven head? Ha-ha-ha! No Fire 
Dragon had ever been dumb enough to be the head of one of the 
main nine covens." 


"I'm afraid I'm not joking, Ryuji. Your father did plan on being a coven 
head and they're aren't nine main covens. There are ten." 


"Ten? What's the tenth coven?" 


"The one of which this track represents..." Bump then guided me out 
of the hall where we reentered the building, stopping in front of the 
entryway before motioning above. "The Warriors Coven." 


| gasped upon looking up to see an azure banner that had a symbol 
resembling a sun with a crescent within it and a sword in front of it. | 
was in beyond disbelief. 


"The Warriors Track... haves its own coven? I... | don't understand." 


"You see, Ryuji, when your father created the track, he had sought 
on making his own coven. Emperor Belos agreed to this and was 
even set on making him the head of it." 


"He never told me that." Taking this in, | soon gained one question. 
"But if my dad was supposed to be the head of this coven, then why 
isn't he one?" 


"There was a little fallout during his coven initiation ceremony. Your 
father had refused to become the head of his coven and abandoned 
it. While it hadn't been considered as much for a Fire Dragon to 
refuse joining a coven, Emperor Belos declared that your father had 
broken the law by not properly joining a coven." 


"But that doesn't make any sense. My dad takes pride in what he 
does, especially with things like this. Why would he work so hard to 
make a coven only to just abandon it?" 


"For that, no one really knows. All we know is that he did and the 
Warriors Coven was then added to the Coven System as the first 
branching coven of the Emperor's Coven." 


“Branching coven? | thought you said it was a main coven." 
"It is. As the only branching coven of the pristine Emperor's Coven, it 


is considered a main coven. In fact, most of the students scouted for 
the Emperor's Coven are from the Warriors Track." 


"| see. So who runs the Warriors Coven now?" 


"Well, after your father left, the Emperor assert command over to one 
of the first members of the coven: Eliphas Duskerman." 


"Duskerman? As in the family Duskerman, one of the Noble Three?" 
"Why, yes. And Eliphas was honored to take on such a role." 


"Huh. So Belos gave the coven to a runner-up." Wanting to change 
the subject, | decided to ask him one question I'd been waiting to ask 
him. "Um, mind if | ask, but was there another student with my dad? 
Like a witch named Marilyn Clarkson?" 


"Marilyn Clarkson?" Bump thought for a moment before he 
answered. "No, | don't recall anyone by that name. | think she might 
have been from a different school." 


"Are you sure?" | was surprised by this. "My dad said she was from 
Hexside." 


"I'm quite sure. Why do you ask?" 


"Well, she happens to be my mom. | just hoped | bumped into 
someone who knew her." 


"Oh, | see. | had no idea. Considering seeing you myself and 
knowing your father, | had thought that you would be..." 


"| would be what?" 


Bump paused for a moment before he spoke again, giving me a 
smile. "Oh, nothing. Anyway, let me show you the rest of Hexside. It 
truly is wonderful to have you here. It has been too long since 
Hexside had a Frank walk through these halls." 


"| can see that, considering the impression my dad gave to this 
place." 


"Along with quite a legacy, something | hope can continue." 
"| guess you want me to enroll?" 


"Well, yes. But it is ultimately your choice to enroll or not. But you 
must know that | sense greatness in you. With the right help, | 
believe you could become a great warlock, much like the great witch 
who graduated from Hexside: Lilith.” 


"Wait, Lilith? As in Lilith Clawthorne?" 


"Well, that was her name before her graduation. Now these days, 
she goes by Lilith Duskerman." 


"Lilith Duskerman? She married into the Duskerman Family?" 


"Yes, and the lucky fellow happened to be no other than Eliphas 
himself." 


"Juni, why didn't you tell me your aunt was married to a coven 
head?" | whispered to the witch on my shoulder. 


"You didn't ask." Juniper whispered back. 
"That's because | didn't know you had any other relatives." 


"Ah, there's one of my best students." Bump said as we looked over 
to see him motioning over to a witch with green hair and with 
magenta sleeves and leggings who was walking around. "Miss 
Blight, come here please." 


From this, the Blight girl then rushed over. Getting a good look at her, 
| saw that a patch of her hair was brown in a three-tip feathered 
shape, had the green of her hair tied in a ponytail, yellow eyes, and 
seemed to have the same body figure as Luz, especially in chest 
size as the cowl she was wearing had shown that. Though she ran 
over excitedly, the girl recomposed herself as soon she got over to 
Principal Bump's side. 


"Yes, sir?" She calmly asked. 
"Miss Blight, I'd like you to meet Ryuji." Bump said. 
"Uh, hello." | said, feeling a little nervous. 


"Ryuji, this is Amity Blight, one of the best students in the 
Abomination Track." Bump said brushing it off. "Ms. Blight, would 
you mind telling these boys why our school is the best?" 


"That's easy. Because every student here has everything to reach 
their full potential and are willing to do what..." Amity said before she 
noticed something. "Wait a minute, what is going on with your ear?" 


"Oh, this is? It's nothing." | told her. 


"You are a warlock, aren't you?" Amity asked, looking at me 
suspiciously. 


"Half warlock." | told her. "On my mom's side." 


"It is true." Bump said to her. "And he happens to be the son of Axel 
Frank." 


"Wait, as in the Axel Frank?" Amity said with surprise. "The human 
who founded the Warriors Coven?" 


"Yeah, the very same." | told her. "Been told if | enrolled here, | could 
become a big shot like him." 


"As long as you can keep up with the work." Amity bluntly said. 


"Hey, | happen to be a Grade-A student back where I'm from. Plus, 
there's a class where | can actually get into a fight and not get in 
trouble. It'll be easy for me." | said with confidence before | turned to 
Bump to tell him the one problem | had with this. "Well, Principal 
Bump, | can honestly say I'm interested in Hexside. But..." 


"Splendid! Now, come along." Bump said as he stood behind me, 
putting a hand on my free shoulder. "We have a lot of ground to 
cover before we can fill out your enrollment papers." 


"But, Principal Bump..." 
"Come along." Bump said, pulling me away before | could finish. 
[No one's view] 


Unknown to them, someone who had heard everything from close by 
was watching as Principal Bump pulled the hybrid down the hall, a 
glazed look in their icy blue eyes. 


"Seriously?" the mysterious figure said with displeasure. "That's 
supposed to be the next generation of Franks? What a joke." With 
that, they then walked away out of sight. 


[Ryuji] 


As | was being led down the hall after | gave up trying to talk to 
Bump, | heard a yelp and pulled myself away from Bump to look 
around, only to see a witch girl with short black hair wearing glasses 
and a uniform like Amity's standing next to a wheelbarrow with a 
cauldron inside. 


"Is there something wrong, Ryuji?" Bump asked me. 


"It's nothing. Just thought | heard something." | told him, brushing off 
my curiosity as | allowed him to give me a tour. 


[No one's view] 


Unknown to him, as Ryuji walked away with Principal Bump, he was 
being watched. The one watching him was none other than Luz who 
was hiding in Willow's cauldron, peeking from under the lid to watch 
him leave. After he was gone, Luz gave a sigh of relief as she wasn't 
discovered by her friend, Knowing how mad Ryuji would be if he 
found she snuck into the magic school. 


As Luz slunk back down into the cauldron, Willow was at her locker. 
With a tickle of her fingers, the locker opened its eye and mouth 
before unrolling its tongue and presenting her with some books, the 
witch taking a copy of the same book Amity had. It was at this 
moment that someone bumped into her. Turning around, she saw it 
was a warlock of short stature who looked like he was African 
American with dark brown hair of lighter shades. Unlike Willow's pink 
shirt and stocking, his were colored light blue. The reason he had 
bumped into her was that he was reading a teen magazine that 
clearly originated from the human world. 


"Oh, hey, Willow." The warlock said to her. 


"Hi, Augustus." Willow greeted back. "Reading more on humans, | 
see." 


"Yeah, and you would not believe them." He said as he turned his 
focus back to the magazine. 


“Humans? Psh." Willow said as she grew a little nervous, worried 
about him finding the human hiding in her cauldron. "I haven't seen 
any. What?" 


"Did you know that humans nail barbed wire to their kids' teeth?" 
Augustus said as he showed her a picture of a human girl showing 
off her braces. "But why? Maybe to make them magnetic." 


"Actually, it's for storing treats." Luz spoke up from inside the vase, 
causing Willow to become pale as Luz unintentionally revealed 
herself while the small warlock raised a small eyebrow in confusion. 


"Okay, Augustus. I'm gonna show you something." Willow said as 
she put her book down and took the lid off the cauldron. "But you 
have to be cool." 


"I can be spool!" He stuttered before correcting himself. "I-l-| mean, 
cool!" 


"Okay. Abomination, rise." Willow said as she gave the signal for Luz 
to emerge. 


"Ta-da! I'm an abomination!" Luz casually said after she slowly rose 
up from the cauldron while covered in abomination goo. 


"Luz, that's not how Abominations act." Willow said to her while 
Augustus dropped the magazine in shock as he saw Luz's ears. 


"No, No. It couldn't be." The warlock said in disbelief, feeling his own 
ears. 


"Uh, is he okay?" Luz asked in confusion. 


"Oh, he's fine. This is just the first time Augustus has met a human." 
Willow explained. "Actually, he's the president of the Human 
Appreciation Society. Most witches and warlocks aren't able to spot 
humans right away, but Augustus is an expert." 


"Where are your gills?" He asked. 


"Don't have any, but | know an Augustus back in the human world." 
Luz said to him. "We call him 'Gus'." 


"Gus? Nickname? Human nickname? Gus? Call me it." Augustus 
said, clearly excited and happy about it all. "Wow, Gus." It was then 
that he realized what Luz had said. "Wait, 'we'? As in your friends? 
Are there others with you?" 


"Well, yeah, one. But he's only half human." Luz told him. "Ryuji's... 
around. He's got a big bro who's half human like him, but he's 
someplace far from here. Yeah, their mom was a witch and their dad 
is ahuman." This made both Willow and Gus gasp. 


"You mean, hybrids? Those exist?" Willow asked, amazed. 


"This is the best day of my life." Gus said before he started looking 
around. "Where is Ryuji?" 


"|... Don't know." Luz said, not wanting to say that she saw Ryuji in 
the school as to avoid Gus from trying to find him. "He went to the 

market, but | haven't seen him since." Just then, as the school bell 
rang, it is revealed to be a demon who screams as it rang. 


"I've gotta get to spelling class. See you guys at lunch!" Gus said, 
heading of waving goodbye. 


"| got get to spelling class. See you guys at lunch!" Gus said as he 
headed off, waving goodbye to Willow and Luz. 


"Alright. Into the darkness you go." Willow said, Luz playfully hissing 
as she slunk back inside the cauldron. 


[No one's view] 


Back at the Owl House, determined to win his bet with Eda, King 
was trying to train the slug into becoming his minion by using dog 
treats to do so after managing to find a box of them. 


"Aw! Who's a good Prince Junior? Who's a good guy?" King said as 
he waved a treat in front of the little slug 


"Hey, Mr. Wiggles." Eda called out as she relaxed at a table witha 
black mug that said "#1 Bad Girl" in white. "You're not gonna teach it 
anything doing that." 


"It's called positive reinforcement, Eda, and it works wonders." King 
said before he slug ate the treat and grew twice in size. "Ha-ha! 
See? Now watch this." King then pulled out another treat before 
pointing at the Owl Lady with it. "Prince Junior, attack Eda! Knock 
over her drink! Mess up her hair!" The slug wasn't listening as it was 
only focused on the treat. 


"Oh, no. Please stop." Eda said, not showing concern from knowing 
nothing would happen to her. 


"Well, | haven't seen your student in forever." King said while the 
slug snuck the dog treat out of King's paw. "For all we know, she's 
not even loyal to you anymore." 


"Ha-ha-ha! You wish." Eda chuckled before she then grew curious at 
noticing the absence of the three teens. "But, yeah. Where is she? | 
haven't seen Ryuji or Juni either." 


Back at Hexside, Willow and Luz were in a classroom that only hada 
few students present, Willow and Amity being two of them with the 
green-haired witch sitting in the front row with a confident smile while 
a nervous Willow sat in the row behind her. 


Their teacher was a short, gremlin-like creature with pointed ears, a 
round, beak-like mouth with two fangs on the top row of his teeth, a 
pair of noticeable cheekbones two claws on each foot, narrow eyes 
that hid behind his round framed, orange-tinted glasses with no 
temples, green, chin-length hair with a large bald spot on the top of 
his head, inward-facing green eyebrows, and a small green beard. 
His outfit consisted of a black shirt and pants with an oversized 
purple coat with a red lining and a light silver bow tie around his 
neck. He was being carried by a mauve-colored abomination that 
had its mouth closed. 


Right now there was a student presenting her abomination and there 
were boatloads of feet all over it. 


"Hmm..." The teacher said as he examined a student witch's 
abomination which looked like a pile of sludge in three different 
shades of purple with a groaning head on top and toes sticking out in 
all sorts of different places. "Too many toenails in unexpecting 
places. Fail!" With a look of despair, the witch then wheeled her 
abomination away as she went back to her seat. "Pathetic. The 
biggest abominations are all of you! If the next abomination is a 
failure everyone gets extra homework for a month!" The other 
students, save for Amity and Willow, spoke out in dismay at hearing 


the punishment from their teacher before he cleared his throat to 
silence them. "And the next one to come up is..." 


"Excuse me, sir!" Amity said as she stood out of her seat. "But I'm 
ready to present. Abomination, rise!" At her call, her abomination 
emerged while doing a ballerina pose, amusing the teacher. 


"I've always saved the best for last, Amity." The teacher said with a 
chuckle. "You'll have to wait your turn." With that, Amity sat back 
down and her abomination slunk back down into the cauldron. "How 
about... Willow?" 


The other students muttered in dismay upon hearing this, one even 
saying "Not Half-a-Witch Willow" while the said witch pulled her hood 
over her head. 


"Don't listen to them, Willow." Luz said as she peeked from under the 
lid. "We can do this." 


Luz's thumbs up managed to give Willow a bit of confidence as the 
witch then got up from her seat and wheel her cauldron over to the 
front of the class. 


"Uh... Abomination... rise." Willow nervously said before Luz 
punched the cap off, making the class flinch as the human girl then 
jumped out of the cauldron with a twirl. 


"Ta-da!" Luz said, doing her best to have a brainless expression on 
her face before everyone gasped in shock upon seeing this. Even 
Amity was shocked. 


"Abomination, bow." Willow said and Luz did that while still putting on 
her act. 


"Very impressive." The teacher said with an impressed smile. "But 
does it speak?" 


"Abomination... speak?" Willow said. 


"Uh, | maybe your abomination, but your my a-mom-ination." Luz 
said, improvising as she cuddled up to Willow. The witch's fellow 
students cooed as they found it adorable, all except for Amity who 
couldn't believe this was happening as the teacher laughed away. 


“A-mom-ination'! Splendid wordplay! A+!" He said as he painted the 
grade on Luz's forehead, making the students cheer and Amity 
furious. 


With the scream of the school bell who coughed from no doubt doing 
it so much, Willow and her classmates all then left the classroom 
which had "Abominations 101" edged onto the top of the doorway. 
Before Willow got too far, she was met by her teacher. 


"Wonderful work today, Willow." The teacher said as Amity walked 
out of the classroom. "Looks like we have a new top student." 


"What?" Amity said in shock as she dropped her books. After her 
teacher takes the badge off her and gives it to Willow, Amity growls 
in anger. 


"Uh, thank you, sir." Willow said as she wasn't expecting this, the 
teacher nodding before he walked off. 


"Hey!" Amity said as she stood behind Willow with a glare and her 
arms crossed, the spectacle witch being taken by surprise from how 
fast Amity rushed over behind her without her notice. "Last time | 
saw you, your abomination was mush. What did you do?" 


"I, uh... took your pep talk to heart, Amity." Willow answered as she 
tried to come up with an excuse. but Amity wasn't buying and 
crossed her arms. 


"| bet you did." Amity said before she started walking backwards, 
seeing through her lie. "I got my eyes on you, Half-a-Witch. You may 
fool everyone, but we both know who the real top student is." Amity 
growled in frustration after she bumped into a student, continuing to 


walk off without bothering to apologize as she went around the 
corner. 


"Uh-oh. | think Amity is on to us." Willow said with worry. 


She then walked down the stairs before she took the plate from me 
and walked down to the kitchen. Taking the other dish in both hands, 
Luz and | looked at each other as we were both confused by this. 


Back at the Owl House, after a while of waiting without sight of Ryuji, 
Juniper, or Luz, Eda goes over to Hooty, exiting the house while 
slamming the door open and causing Hoot's beak to hit a wall. 


"Hooty, have you seen Luz, Juni, or Ryuji?" Eda asked him with 
concern. 


"Haven't seen Juni, Ryuji, or Luz, but | heard Luz's tiny mouse feet 
walking close by. Or that might've been some mice." Hooty told her. 
"Anyway, someone started moving in that direction." He then started 
nudging his head. "Hoo, hoo-hoo, hoo." 


"Are you trying to point or..." Eda said, confused by what the house 
demon was trying to do. 


"Look at the weather vane!" Hooty said before Eda looked up to said 
weather vane and saw where it was pointing. 


"But the only thing in that direction is..." Eda gasps before running 
off towards that direction. "No, no, no, no, no!" 


Before long, Eda was at Hexside. Stopping and looking through a 
window, she saw what looked like a kindergarten class, showing her 
one of the things she hated about school: blind obedience. 

"Alright, class. Recite your runes." The teacher said. 


"Krom, Zix, Elgrim, Zenomide." The kids recited. 


"No." Eda said with a look of horror before moving to the next 
window to see the high school classes. 


"Heximal system time! Let's get memorizing!" The teacher said as 
the students took notes, another thing she hate about school: 
pointless busywork. 


"No!" Eda said before she looked to the next room and saw Luz and 
Willow writing notes, her worst fears being realized. "No! Why 
school?!" 


"So what do you think of our school?" Hearing Bump's voice from the 
next room, Eda moved to the next window and saw a sight that 
made her day worse. 


"It rocks!" Ryuji said with Bump leading him down the hall while 
Juniper sat on his shoulder. 


"You know, one time, your father sent four students out that very 
window." Bump pointed to one window. 


"Wait, my dad?" Ryuji said with a surprised chuckle. "Wow, he hated 
bullies too. Like father, like son." 


"Hopefully not by the extent he showed." Bump told them. "One time, 
he had actually created a potion that turned a few students bothering 
others into mice." 


"No way! Seriously?" Ryuji said as he chuckled, Bump nodding to 
confirm this. 


"No! Bump, you sneaky old vulture!" Eda said, shaking her fist. "I got 
him first!" 


She then walked down the stairs before she took the plate from me 
and walked down to the kitchen. Taking the other dish in both hands, 
Luz and | looked at each other as we were both confused by this. 


[Ryuji] 


After a while, lunch came around and Principal Bump showed me to 
the cafeteria which actually look like the cafeteria me and Luz had 
back home. 


"You mind if we take a break from our tour?" Principal Bump asked 
me. "I need to head to my office for a bite to eat." 


"No problem. You wanna meet up after lunch?" | answered, Bump 
nodding in response to my question. 


"| see a bright future ahead for you, Ryuji." Bump said before walking 
away. "With the right teaching, you could be as great as your father 
someday." 


"Wow! Did you hear that, Juni?" | said to her with a smile. "He said 
we can be as great as my dad." 


"Yeah, | heard." Juniper said with a nonchalant look. "Only thing | 
didn't hear was you telling him that you were under the care of my 
mom." 

"Hey, | was trying to, but he barely gave me a chance to say 
anything." | told her. "Still, | have to say this place is amazing. And 
you said it was awful." 

"Oh, what? You're gonna say | was wrong?" She said to me. 


"Well, | wouldn't say that." | told her, remembering what | just 
learned. "I like most of it except..." 


"Except what?" 

"It's the fact that my dad had made a coven of his own around here 
in the Isles. Sure, | would want to be a part of something my dad 
started, but not if it's part of the stupid Coven System." 


"So you hate that system too, huh?" 


"Yeah, why wouldn't |? From what my dad told me, the Coven 
System is the worst thing to be in. Things would be better off without 
it." 


"Amen to that." Juniper said before she gave a gasp of shock. "Uh... 
DK?" 


"| know." | said, just as excited as he was. "I can't believe Eda said 
this place was awful." 


"What?" | said before looking to where she was, my eyes widening 
as | gasped in shock. 


Right at the table we were looking at, we saw the same witch | saw 
earlier sitting with a warlock who looked a bit younger than her 
wearing sky blue sleeves and leggings, the cauldron between them 
at the side having a purple slime-covered Luz leaning in it. 


"Hey, do humans eat PB&Js?" the warlock asked as he pulled out a 
sandwich. 


"Oh, my gosh! | haven't eaten all day. Please give me some." Luz 
instantly said as the warlock split his sandwich in half and Luz ate 
hers. 


After she ate it, | saw she looked over at us and gasp before quickly 
sinking back into the cauldron. 


"You haven't even told her about this place and your girlfriend 
already snuck into Hexside." Juniper whispered to me. 


"Shut up!" | said at the same volume. "Come on, we need to get her 
out of here before somebody sees her. 


"| saw that!" Looking over, we watched as Amity leaped onto the 
table with anger. "Abominations don't eat!" 


"Too late." Juni said, feeling the same worry as me. 


"Oh, no, Blight!" | said as the witch girl growled while Willow tried to 
calm her down. "If she exposes Luz, it'll be all over the place!" 


While looking around and trying to come up with a way to help Luz 
out of this mess, | managed to spot a little warlock with a bald top 
head being carried by this light-colored blob monster that reminded 
me of a Faceless. Seeing how he was dressed, | smiled from seeing 
he was a teacher as | found a way to help Luz. 


[No one's view] 


Back at Willow and Gus' table, after failing to calm her down, Willow 
and Gus then watched as Amity angrily walked over to the cauldron 
and get on her knees before yelling into it. 


"| know you're in there! You can't hide from me!" Amity said as she 
then reached into the cauldron and pulled out Luz before shaking 
her, the human girl Keeping her abomination act. This causes a 
scene that weirds every other student out. "What are you? Who are 
you? | want answers!" 


"Amity Blight!" With that, everyone looked to see the Abomination 
Track teacher as he was carried by his abomination, said teacher 
with a disappointed glare at the witch girl on the table. "I suspected a 
twinge of jealousy, but this? This is just sad." 


"But I... Look at it!" Amity said as Luz groaned, the human girl still 
acting like a brainless abomination. 


"Report to Principal Bump's office." The teacher said with a pointed 
finger. 


"But..." 
"Now!" He said, causing Amity to leave while grumbling to herself. 


"Phew! That was close." Willow said in relief. 


"Yeah, that was close." Said a familiar smugly voice. "You're lucky 
DK got that teacher over here before you got into real trouble." 


"Yeah..." Willow said before she froze in shock and turned around to 
find Ryuji at her cauldron with a nonchalant look on his face. Ryuji 
then pointed down in front of Willow and she looked to see Juniper 
still in her cat form. 


"Hi." Juniper casually said with a smug look on her face. "Now mind 
if we have a word with you two? Along with your 'abomination'?" 


"Having fun in there, Luz?" Ryuji asked while looking down into the 
cauldron, Luz giving him a nervous chuckle. 


"Oh, hey, Ryuji." Luz said, sounding nervous. 


"Wait, Ryuji?" Gus said before he saw Ryuji's ears and gasped. 
“Human ears!" 


"Mind introducing us to your new friends, Luz?" Ryuji asked as he 
arched a brow. 


"Willow, Gus, meet my best friend in the whole world, Ryuji." Luz 
said as she did introductions. "And the cute little cat is our witch 
friend Juniper." 

"Hey." Ryuju waves. 


"What up, my fellow witches?" Juniper casually greeted. 


[No one's view] 


Back at the Owl House, King was still "teaching" the Trash Slug who 
had now grown immensely in size to obey him, still feeding it doggy 
treats. Due to it growing so big, King had to feed it a large hand fulls 
of treats. 


"Roll over!" King said as he threw some and the slug ate them, but it 
didn't do the trick. "Yes! Heel!" It didn't obey him, but instead kept 
following him because the little demon kept throwing food for it. "Yes, 
yes!" He kept throwing more treats at it even as he then noticed Eda 
had come back with a look of despair. "So, you found your runaway 
student?" Eda didn't answer. "By your expression, | can tell Luz has 
gone and found herself someplace else to learn and probably Ryuji 
too. Which means... | have won!" In his cheer of triumph, he threw a 
few treats which the slug then ate. 


"Yes, great. You won." Eda said, too sad to even care. "You have a 
giant soldier thing and | have nothing. Congrats." 


"Oh, Eda. Don't say that." King then walked up to her with his paws 
behind his back. "At least you have this!" He then pulled out a dunce 
cap with the word "shame" written on it before cackling away, Eda 
groaning as she then takes it before walking inside of the shed, all 
while King continued to laugh. "Oh, it's so good to win." Once he was 
finished laughing, he turned back to his Trash Slug. "Ah, well, Prince 
Junior. Training complete. Go forth! Make the world tremble at your 
feet-or worm stubs." The slug didn't move and only stared at him. 
"Uh... Go forth?" He still got no response which then got him to 
realize the slug wanted more treats. "Oh! Right." King chuckled as 
he tried to pick up the treat box and shakes it, only to get crumbs. 
This causes the slug to hover over him with a growl, King becoming 
terrified as he knew what was about to happen. "Uh-oh." 


[Ryuji] 


After meeting Luz's new friends, | decided for us to go somewhere 
else so we could all have a private chat, managing to find that place 
in the Abominations 101 classroom which was only occupied by 
cauldrons full of abominations. 


"So you're part of a club that is all about humans?" | asked Gus as | 
wheel the cauldron Luz was hiding in into the classroom, surprised to 
hear such a club existed. 


"Yep and | know a lot about humans." Gus proudly told me. 
"Not as much as me and DK obviously." Juniper bluntly said. 
"Juni!" | said, not like how rude she was. 

"What? Just saying." Juniper shrugged. 

"SO, Juni... can | call you that?" Willow asked. 

"Yeah, | don't mind." Juniper told her. 


"So you're not actually a cat, but look like one because of a spell?" 
Willow said. 


"Yeah, why?" 


"Well, it's just I've never seen magic like that or you attend Hexside. 
Did you learn it from another school?" 


" Nope. " 
" Then how do you know magic? " 


"From my mom." The disguised witch replied, scratching the back of 
her ear. "| was homeschooled which was way better than this place." 


"Homeschool? That's actually real?" Gus said, clearly never heard of 
that before. 


"Yeah. | was homeschooled in magic by my dad. Now let's move on, 
shall we?" | said before deciding to get an explanation out of Luz, 
taking the lid off the cauldron. "Okay, Luz, coast is clear. You can 
come out." 


"Whoo!" Luz exclaimed happily as she got out of the cauldron. "Who 
knew it would be warm in there? I'm a sweaty little abomination." 


"Honestly, Luz," | said to her in absolute disbelief. "| can't believe you 
snuck in here." 


"Are you surprised?" Juniper bluntly said to me. "She was practically 
over the moon when Eda told us about this." 


"Well, I'm surprised you're here." Luz said. "How did you guys get 
here?" 


"| saved the principal from a griffon and now he's giving me a full 
tour." | said before gesturing to her. 


"Yeah, and | just hitched along to keep an eye on him." Juniper said 
before gesturing to Luz. "Now you gonna explain why you're here 
and covered in abomination goo?" 


"It's just part of a plan me and Willow came up with." Luz told him 
"She needed an abomination and | wanted to see the school, so 
we're helping each other." 


"Wait, So you're pretending to be like that thing that was carrying that 
teacher back there?" | asked. 


"Yeah, I'm not very good at those." Willow said with a frown, where | 
felt sorry for her. 


"Oh, my goodness! A real hybrid, right in front of me." Gus excitedly 
said, circling me. "Humans and witches hardly even associate with 
one another, let alone have a child. Is it true there's another one like 
you?" 


"If you mean my big bro Ben, then yeah." | told him before | turned to 
Luz. "Already telling people about me, huh?" 


"What? He just wanted to know." Luz said with a smile and a shrug. 
"Luz, l'm already being targeted by the Emperor's Coven as it is." | 


told her. "You can't just tell people about me like some piece of 
gossip." 


"Oh, it's fine. They're my friends." 


"You just met them today! Honestly, I'm surprised that Willow even 
accepted this offer." 


"| don't see why not." Willow said to me. "And, for once, | gota 
passing grade." 


"Yeah, but that's only because everybody thinks Luz is one of those 
abomination things." | told her. "What if they ask you to make 
another one like what Luz is pretending to be? That Blight girl has 
already seen through this charade. Which is why it's best that we get 
Luz out of here as soon as possible.” 


"What? But Willow was just showing me around." Luz said with 
shock. 


"Luz, | Know you and | know that you won't be able to contain 
yourself much in a place like this." | told her. "You may have gotten 
lucky this far, but that luck will run out." 

"Oh, come on, DK." Luz said to me. "This a great plan." 


"While | will admit this is clever in a fiendish sort of way, this isn't a 
great plan." 


"Can't you just let me stick around for a little longer? We could tour 
the place together. As soon as we're done, we'll head on out, okay?" 


"LUZ..." 

"Come on, Please?" She clasped both hands together. 

"No." | crossed my arms. 

"Pleaassee?" | watched as she tried to use the puppy dog eye trick. 


While this trick had worked on me before, | knew | had to keep 
strong. 


"Read my lips." | said, ignoring the blush | had while getting into her 
face. "N-O. No." 


"Pleaaaaase?" Luz begged as she somehow managed to put ona 
much more adorable look, making me flinch as my heart clenched at 
the cuteness. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Geez! | really can't say no to Luz when she gets like this. This is why 
| never can win an argument with her. 


"Okay, okay! We'll continue touring around." | said, accepting defeat 
in the argument. "But we are leaving the moment we're done." 


"Thanks, Ryuji! You're the best!" Luz said as she rushed me into a 
hug. 


Though surprised by this, | still couldn't help but smile at how happy 
Luz was as | then returned the hug. This lasted for a moment before 
| then started to get a little uncomfortable. 


"Uh, Luz? You can let go now." | said to her. 


"Wish | could, but, uh... | think I'm stuck." Luz said as | felt her try to 
move her arms only for them to be instantly pulled back around me. 


"Uh-oh." | said as | tried to move my arms to find them pulled back to 
Luz. "I'm stuck too. What's going on?" 


"Yeah, thing about abomination goo: it's actually really sticky." 
Juniper told us before rubbing the back of her head with a nervous 
smile. "Probably should've told ya that before you two hugged.” 


"Yeah, you should've." | glared at her before me and Luz tried to pull 
ourselves off each other. "Little help here?" Willow and Gus then 


came over to get me and Luz unstuck with Willow grabbing Luz and 
Gus grabbing me. It took a moment, but we managed to stretch the 
goo enough to where the strand of it between me and Luz snapped, 
all four of us falling to the floor with me landing on the warlock and 
Luz landing on the witch. "Well, looks like both of us will need a 
shower after this." We all then shared a laugh before we all got back 
to our feet. 


"Well, at least | now got one good memory being in this place." 
Juniper put in with a smile. "Which is saying something the last time | 
was here." 


"Wait, you went to Hexside?" Luz said to the disguised witch with 
surprised. 


"| thought your name sounded familiar." Gus said as he looked at 
Juniper with awe. "You're Juniper Clawthorne, the niece of Lilith 
Duskerman!" 


"Yeah, that's me." Juniper rolled her eyes, displeased from being 
called that. 


"You have an aunt?" Luz asked, surprised once again. 


"Yeah, Lilith's actually-oof!" | was about to tell Luz Lilith was Eda's 
sister when Juniper leaped at me and smack me with her paw before 
she landed on the ground. "What?" Seeing her shake her head, | 
then realized that she didn't want Luz to know Lilith and Eda were 
sisters. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Okay, judging by how Juniper is glaring at me like Big Bro would 
whenever I asked about some questions about Mom and her side of 
the family, | can the thing with Eda's sister isn't something Eda would 
be willing to talk about. Knowing Luz, telling her this would only get 
her in trouble, especially if she keeps questioning about it. 


"Lilith's actually..." Luz asked me with confusion, wanting me to 
finish. 


"She's actually... married to a Duskerman!" | said as | decided to 
leave out the part about Lilith and Eda being sisters. 


"Wait, Duskerman? Like one of the great witch families you told me 
about?" Luz said with eyes full of awe. 


"Yeah, that's right. Lilith used to be a Clawthorne but got married to a 
warlock named Eliphas Duskerman." | said before | then went on to 
a different subject. "And that's not all we found out. Remember when 
| said that my dad went to this magic school?" 


"Yeah. | still can't believe we're where your dad learned magic!" 


"Yeah and that's not all he did. Turns out there aren't nine learning 
tracks anymore. There's this tenth track called the Warriors Track 

and my dad is the one who founded it!" Luz gasped at what | told 

her. 

"Your dad created a way of learning magic?" 

"Yeah, and he apparently even created his own coven." 


"Wait, the Warriors Coven?" Gus asked before his eyes widened 
with realization. "Wait, what did you say your name was again?" 


"My name is Ryuji Frank." | answered, causing him to gasp. 

"No way! You're the son of Axel Frank? The Fire Dragon?" 
"Yeah, | am." With that, he and Willow looked at me in disbelief. 
"| can't believe it! First, | meet a human here on the Boiling Isles." 


Gus excitedly said. "Now | find myself with a hybrid son of Axel 
Frank!" 


"You guys know my dad too?" | asked, surprised by this. 


"Are you kidding? Every witch has heard of Axel Frank!" Willow told 
me. "He is a legend, even at Hexside!" 


"Yeah, and everybody's heard his story." Gus said as he then 
created a spell circle, causing a miniature scroll to appear in front of 
me. | looked to see it show a few articles on my dad like a phone 
with a web search. "After transferring to Hexside over thirty years 
ago, young Fire Dragon Axel Frank went on to do great things." 


"Wait, hold on. Transferring to Hexside?" | said, pausing him for what 
he just said. "I thought he always was a Hexside student." 


"Actually he didn't." Gus told me. "He actually transferred here from 
Saint Epiderm, the biggest school on the Isles." 


"So he was going to a different school before Hexside?" | was in 
disbelief after hearing this. 


"Yeah, and he made the right choice. Scholarships there are not 
cheap." Gus said before he continued. "Anyway, almost just after he 
did, Axel put together and started a new class that let students like 
us to learn how to use more than one type of magic, more 
specifically in how to do it in a fight. Wasn't long until it was made a 
part of the learning system and became known as the Warriors 
Track. After making the new track, Axel went on to create the 
Warriors Coven, a new branching coven of the Emperor's Coven." | 
then gained a grim look from the mention of the Emperor's Coven. 
"But, just when his coven was announced as part of the Coven 
System, Axel suddenly fled right before he could be named a coven 
head. After that, he disappeared without a trace and no one has 
seen him since. As to why he abandoned a coven he would so hard 
to make before it could even begin, no one really has a clear 
answer." 


"| do and | can tell you that the claim about what happened at his 
coven ceremony is wrong." | told him as he took that scroll, feeling a 


little pissed by what | was told. "My dad didn't abandon his coven, he 
ran away!" 


"Um, isn't that the same thing?" 


"No, it's not, because the reason he ran away was because of what 
happened to his coven!" 


"What do you mean?" 


"Gus, do you really believe my crap? There's no way my dad would 
ever conform to anything involving that stupid Coven System!" 


"Wait, are you saying that the reason your dad left was because of 
the Coven System?" 


"Yeah, obviously! Why do you think he created the Warriors Track or 
even wanted to start a coven in the first place? My dad did this as a 
means of giving magic independence back to the Isles, 
independence which the system took! Belos no doubt saw that and 
took over the coven so it would bend to his system. My dad didn't 
abandon anything. He left because he couldn't take the unfairness of 
the Isles." After panting a bit, | saw that my outburst had left 
everyone in shock. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


And I just went a little too far. Sorry you guys had to see that. What 
Gus said really touched a nerve. 


"Sorry, didn't mean to shout." | said after | pulled myself together, 
feeling really ashamed by what | said and how | said it. 


"No, no. It's all good." Gus said to me with a reassuring smile. "I did 
kinda told bad stuff about your dad even though he was a great guy. 
| would totally get mad too if anyone talked about my dad like that." 


"Thanks." | said with a relieved smile. 


"Still, pretty cool that your dad made his own magic track." Luz said 
as she came over to me. "So what about your mom? | bet she was 
pretty great too." 


"Well, that's one problem." | told her. "I asked if she attended 
Hexside, but Bump told me my mom never attended this place." 


"What? But didn't your dad say him and your mom met here?" Luz 
asked, just as confused as me. 


"Yeah, which is really bothering me, especially considering the lead | 
had to finding her is nothing more than a dead end." 


"Oh, well at least you got to learn more about your dad." Luz said as 
she then smiled at me, raising her hand. "That's a plus, right?" 


"Yeah, | guess it is." | smiled back as | then high-fived her. 
"What was that?" Gus asked with curiosity. 


"Oh, that? It's called a high-five." Luz told him, Gus not really getting 
it. 


"It's a human thing." Me and Luz said at the same time, the two of us 
looking at each for a moment before giving each other smiles and 
sharing a laugh. 


"Here, just slap your hand against mine." | said as | held up my hand 
to Gus. "It's a gesture of greeting and celebration." Gus slowly 
reached out and hit my hand before | then watch him smile before he 
did another high five. 


"Oh! Oh, my." He continued doing it. "Oh, man! What a rush!" 


"Okay, don't do it too much with the same person. Kinda loses 
meaning if you do." | told him before the door suddenly opened. 


From there, we watched as Amity walked in and she wasn't alone as 
she stepped aside and Principal Bump came into the room. Luz 
quickly slumped down to her knees as she put on her abomination 
act. 


"Good afternoon, students." Bump greeted us. 


"Principal Bump?" | said, surprised to find him here. "What are you 
doing here?" 


"Ah, Ryuji. | see | wasn't the only one with curiosity." He told me as 
he walked over. "Ms. Blight told me about Ms. Park's abomination 
and | had to see this for myself." After walking over to Luz, | watched 
as he then grabbed her by the chin and began examining her. 
"Hmm." Looking over to Amity and seeing that smug of hers, | glared 
as | saw she had put us in a situation that | couldn't save Luz from. | 
then turned back to them as Bump was done checking her over. 
"Abomination, rise." Luz obeyed and stood up. "Abomination, lie." 


"Uh..." Luz said before she quickly spoke a few on-the-spot lies. 
"Viral fame is a worthy pursuit. Your cat would never eat you if it got 
the chance. Chemtrails are real..." 


"Oh, no, abomination." Bump said with an amused chuckle. "How 
strange for it to get the command wrong." 


"Well, to be honest, you weren't very specific with the command." | 
said as | walked over with a nervous smile, trying my best to help 
Luz so she wouldn't be exposed. 


"Good point. | see you inherited your father's mind." Principal Bump 
said before he motioned to a table close to the door. "Abomination, 
lie down." | became just as nervous as Luz, Juniper, and our new 
friends as she then went on and lay down on the table, me, Bump, 
and Willow gathering around her. "So very lifelike. When Ms. Blight 
told me about your abomination, | had to come by, see what she's 
made of." 


"Oh! l-l-I have the list of ingredients right here." Willow said with a 
stutter as she searched her pockets before Bump stopped her. 


"No. We were hoping..." The principal said before he pulled outa 
knife from his sleeve, "for a closer look." | gasped in shock from 
hearing Bump wanting to dissect Luz. 


"Whoa, whoa, whoa!" | said, getting up in front of Bump. "You're just 
gonna shove a dagger into this abomination just like that?" 


"Don't worry, Ryuji. This is only a quick search. It's not like it can feel 
anything." Bump said before handing the dagger to Willow. "Willow, 
I'll allow you the first cut." Willow smiled to hide her shock as she 
then leaned over to Luz while | stepped back over to Gus. 


"Uh... you can't just cut open a human, can you?" Gus whispered, 
causing me to shake my head in panic. 


"Willow, go ahead and make the first incision." Bump said as he put 
a hand on Willow's shoulder right before Juniper hopped up, ran 
across the table, and snatched the knife from Willow, the witch 
carrying it in her mouth. "What?" | then watched as Juniper used a 
spell circle to rid of her disguise, the smoke clearing to reveal her 
back to her original form which surprises both Amity and Bump. 
"Juniper?" 


"Sorry, Bump," Juniper said after she spits the knife to the floor, "but 
class is cancelled for the day!" 


"Wait! Principle Bump!" Gus called out, grabbing his attention as he 
held up his hand. "Uh... high five!" With a smack, he knocked over 
three cauldrons, spilling abominations onto the floor where they then 
took shape. "Run!" With that, | then grabbed Luz and ran out the 
door with Juniper and Willow while Bump and Amity were distracted 
by the approaching abominations. 


[No one's view] 


"They're getting away!" Amity said, pointing to the four as they ran. 


"No, they won't get far." Bump said before he walked over to a wall 
and made a big spell circle, soon pressing both hands against the 
wall which causes energy to erupt from the spell circle along with a 
whole bunch of different red glowing rune-like symbols to appear as 
they started filling the whole room. 


[Ryuji] 


After getting far enough away, we all stopped to try and catch our 
breath. 


"I think we lost them." | said as | panted. 


"This is all my fault, Willow." Luz spoke up. "I just wanted to see what 
a real magic school was like." 


"Well, how do you like it?" Willow asked. 


"It's lovely, actually." Luz answered before she looked to me. "How 
about you?" 


"Well, I'm not exactly open to joining because of the Coven System." 
| said. "But, despite that and before Bump was about to dissect you, 
it's awesome." We all shared a laugh before Willow spoke up. 


"Okay, we should get out of here before..." Willow was cut off as 
these runes started to appear before the entryways were blocked off 
with red magic barriers. "Bump seals us in." 


"Crap." | said, knowing we were now trapped. 


She then walked down the stairs before she took the plate from me 
and walked down to the kitchen. Taking the other dish in both hands, 
Luz and | looked at each other as we were both confused by this. 


[No one's view] 


Back at the Owl House, Eda was wearing the shame hat she got 
from losing her bet with King as she sat against a door inside the 
shed as she was sulking from not just having lost Luz, but Ryuji and 
her own daughter as well. 


She felt that, deep down, she messed up and it cost her own 
apprentice and Ryuji. Sure she was weird, but the girl had a lot of 
spirit and determination for a human. Eda could very much relate to 
her since she herself was a weirdo and others shunned her away 
because of it. Another thing they had in common was that they both 
had only one person in their lives that ever wanted to understand 
them. She had no doubt Ryuji hated her for not keeping her promise 
to teach his friend magic or anything he needed to help with his 
curse, a problem only she knew was a terrible experience for the 
boy. In all honesty, the way Ryuji was with Luz reminded her of the 
moments when she was that young, back when she had that certain 
person in her life: Juniper's father. Considering he couldn't be there 
as a part of the life of their daughter, a result made by their love and 
their love alone, who only had a necklace as the one thing she had 
left of him, just the very thought of losing her only daughter scared 
her every day and she wouldn't know what to do without her. All of 
this made her feel that she failed as a teacher. She thought she 
would continue sulking in silence until... 


"Eda, help me!" King screamed as he ran into the shed, closing the 
door behind him before rushing over into Eda's arms in fear and 
something began pounding at the door. 


"Trouble with your student?" She asked with a smug look, figuring 
out what was going on. 


"Yes, yes!" King instantly replied in fear as the slug kept banging 
against the door. 


"Are you sure you need my help? Maybe he just wants more of your 
brilliant \essons." The door then shattered as the Trash Slug broke in 
with a roar before moving inside and snatching King by the tail. 


"Please, help me!" King begged as he was getting dragged. "You 
can call me Mr. Wiggles!" 


Smiling from what she needed to hear, Eda took off the shame hat 
and she grabbed her staff before she jabbed it hard over the slug's 
mouth, forcing it to let go of King who whimpered while hiding behind 
Eda's leg as the slug retreated outside. 


"Okay, Mr. Wiggles," Eda started as the small demon climbed up her 
shoulder, "here's what we're gonna do." 


[Ryuji] 


Running as fast as we could, we tried to go through an entryway, but 
were too late as they were all sealed off by barriers. 


"Damn it!" | said before | turned to Juniper. "Juni, you've seen this 
before, right? Is there any way to get through this barrier?" 


"Sorry, but that old man's magic too strong." She told me. "Plus, the 
last time | escaped, it was because of my fire magic and | can't use it 
unless you all want to get flame-broiled." 


Seeing a shadow appear, me and the girls turned around with gasps 
as we saw Bump right behind us along with three abominations 
walking over to us. 


"| got this!" | said as | grabbed my Saisho and got into stance with 
my sword pulled back, wind gathering around it. "Attack Magic: Wind 
Dragon's Roar!" With one thrust of it, | sent a blast of wind shaped 
like a dragon's head at them, pushing Bump back to a wall and 
sending the abominations out the window Bump said my dad sent 
four students through. 


"Nice one, DK!" Juniper said, impressed by this. 


"Yeah, that was awesome!" Luz added. 


"Wow. Even a real half-witch is better than me." Willow said as she 
frowned, slumping down a nearby pillar. Seeing this, | then went over 
to her out of concern. 


"You okay, Willow?" | asked her. 


"Well... no." Willow told me. "It's just that, ever since | started at 
Hexside, I've always messed up. | mean, the only reason we're in 
this awful mess is because | didn't know how to make an 
abomination. | can't do anything right." Hearing her vent, | really felt 
sorry for her. She kind of reminded me of myself a while back. 
"Amity's right. I'll always be Half-a-Witch Willow." From this, | then 
kneeled down and said what she needed to hear. 


"Hey, don't beat yourself up like that." | told her as | put a hand on 
her shoulder. "So you may have a few fumbles. What matters is that 
you tried and you keep on trying until you succeed, no matter what 
people say. | mean, look at me. I'm only half witch and had some 
people doubt | could do anything, but it never stopped me from doing 
magic. And I've even managed to put to good use." 


"Ryuji's right. You're Full-Witch Willow and you're great." Luz added 
before she pulled out the slime ball she got earlier. "Someone once 
told me that great witches are resourceful. It worked for Ryuji and l'm 
sure it'll work for you. You just have to try and do what you do best." 


From this, Willow looked up in disbelief and saw the reassuring 
smiles me and Luz were giving her, her eyes looking like they were 
about to water. Just when | thought she was going to shed tears, she 
looked at the slime ball with surprise. 


"That's it!" Willow said with a smile as she grabbed the very thing 
Eda gave Luz. 


"What? That greasy, slime ball?" | asked her. 


"It's not a slime ball, it's a seed! If | can get it to grow, | can get us out 
of here!" Willow explained before she turned to Luz. "Thank 


goodness you had it on you." 


"Yeah, good thing someone told me to hold onto it." Luz said as she 
smiled in realization. 


"Yeah, once we get out, | got to apologize to a great witch." | said 
with the same smile. 


"Hate to ruin the sappy moment, but we still got an angry principal 
after us." Juniper said as she pointed to Bump who had got back up 
and was marching over to us. "So, Willow, you think you can work 
with this seed?" 


"I'll try." Willow said before then placed the seed on her lap and 
made a green spell circle over it. "Please... grow!" 


After a moment, large and thorny vines emerged from the seed and 
spread out everywhere, taking out a boatload of abominations and 
ensnaring Bump before pinning him to the ceiling. After the vines 
stopped growing, | looked around and was stunned in awe as | saw 
the whole room we were in surrounded in vines, Some even having 
flowers blooming on them. It made me feel like | was ina 
greenhouse. 


"Sugoine!" | spoke out in awe before | turned to Willow. "You were 
able to this the whole time and stuck to the Abomination Track?" 


"Um, yes?" Willow said with concern. "My parents said | had more 
Opportunities in the Abomination Track." 


"Well, obviously they're wrong!" Juniper said with a smile. 


"Yeah, if they thought that, it's no wondering you're struggling with 
abominations." | told her, sporting the same smile as the Clawthorne 
girl. "You're attuned to Plant Magic, not Abomination Magic. | think 
you could do better if you tried the Plant Track." 


"You really think so?" Willow said with surprise. 


"Hell, yeah. | mean, look at all this!" | told her. "You managed to 
cover this whole place with vines and even got flowers blooming on 
them. You made all this just by using one little seed. It took me years 
to get my Plant Magic this strong. If you can do this without as many 
lessons as | had in Plant Magic, it's obvious you got a great future as 
a witch in Plant Magic." 


"Remarkable." | heard Bump say as | looked to see him looking at 
the vines in awe, no doubt surprised to find one of his students was 
this talented in Plant Magic. Because of this, the spell he cast was 
canceled as we saw the runes disappear and the barriers along with 
them. 


"There's the exit!" Luz instantly said, making Willow put down the 
seed before all stood up. 


"Let's get out of here!" | said as we tried to make a run for it. 


"Not so fast!" Amity said as she stood at the exit, stopping us with a 
glare as she tore a vine off her. "I'm not letting you get away so 
easily! Abominations, seize!" From this, me, Luz, and Juniper soon 
found ourselves fighting against an army of abominations with me 
cutting a couple of them down with the Saisho, Luz punching a few, 
and Juniper blasting some away. 


"Good lord! What the hell is her problem?" | said, shocked by how 
pissed off Amity was. 


"She must be mad because | took this badge from her." Willow said 
as | looked over to see she had a golden, star-shaped back that said 
"Top Student” on her cowl. 


"Give me that!" Juniper said as she took the badge and walked up 
front with anger. "Hey, Blight! You want this badge so badly?" 
Holding it up, | watched as she then crushed the badge into a little 
gold ball of metal, leaving Amity in shock. "Here! Now you can have 
it!" After Juniper tossed the badge at Amity's forehead, the 


Abomination Track growled before roaring out in anger, more 
abominations forming before they approached us. 


"Juni, get back!" | said as | got in front of her, ready to use my 
Saisho. 


"Ryuji, wait! You don't need to do this. What would your father say if 
he saw you walk away from all this?" Bump called out, making me 
pause. "You are a Frank. You can still live up to the name and make 
your father proud. You can still join Hexside." 


Looking back at him, a part of me did want me to take up on Bump's 
offer since Dad did join Hexside for a reason and | could've followed 
in his footsteps. But then | remembered that the path also led to the 
reason why he couldn't come back. Besides, my dad sent me to Eda 
for a reason. At first, | thought that Eda was just using me for free 
food by promising she would teach Luz magic, but it turned out that 
Eda was actually a good teacher and | was wrong to doubt her. 
Looking down at my reflection in my sword's blade, | knew my 
answer for all this. 


"You're right about a few things, Bump. My dad did do great things at 
Hexside and, as his son, | can follow in his footsteps." | said as | 
looked forward with determination, clutching the Saisho's grip. "But 
because I'm a Frank, it just means I can carve my own path. While 
my father would have like me to attend the place where he had so 
much fun when he was my age and learn more magic than he could 
teach me, he would never want to me to ever walk out on my friends 
as he never walked out on his. Thanks for the offer, but I'm gonna 
have to give a big, fat 'no thanks'!" Looking at Amity, | saw her 
looking at me with a raised brow in confusion. "Just who the hell do 
you think | am? I'm Ryuji. I'm not my dad." Taking the grip in both 
hands, | then brought it back as | prepared to slash with it. "I'm me! 
Ryuji the Dragon Kid!" Hearing the hollowing of the wind as it 
surrounds the blade, | was ready to show both Bump and Amity what 
happens when you mess with a Frank. "Attack Magic: Wind Cloak... 
Tempest Slash!" With that one swing, | sent a powerful gust of wind 


which slashed through all the abominations and sent Amity straight 
to the floor. 


[No one's view] 


After hearing Ryuji's answer with an attack to emphasize it, Bump 
looked with absolute shock as Ryuji stood there for a moment, 
seeing fainted images of a young Axel along with a witch girl who 
resembled Juniper but dressed in a Hexside uniform with yellow 
sleeves and leggings standing next to him with Axel to Ryuji's right 
and the witch girl to his left. 


"Seems as though he's just as much like her as he is his father." 
Bump said with a depressed sigh. 


[Ryuji] 


After taking care of Amity, | then walked over to Luz who looked me 
with awe as much as Juniper and Willow. 


"Come on, Luz. Let's go." | said. But before we could move... 


"Abominations, seize!" We all then watched as the abominations 
rose back up. When | turned to see if Amity got back up, | only saw 
her unconscious body as she was carried away by one of the 
abominations. 


"Wait, if she's not doing this, then who..." | said before Juniper spoke 
up. 


"Over there!" Looking to where she was pointing, we saw someone 
standing behind one of the entryways. We couldn't see their face, but 
we saw they had icy blue eyes as they gave us a cold glare and 
possessed a black lance which was glowing in a magenta light. 


"Oh, you got to be kidding me." | said as the abominations continued 
their approach. "A Warriors Track student with Abomination Magic?" 
From there, we watched as Willow made a large circle and, with a 


grunt, crossed both of her arms, making the thorn vines trap the 
abominations. "Willow!" 


"All of you, go! Get out while you can!" 
"But what about you?" Luz asked with concern. 


"I'll be fine." She told us. "I may get detention, but at least none of 
you will get dissected. Go now!" 


Though | didn't want to leave her behind, after seeing we didn't have 
much of an option, | quickly put my sword back on my back before | 
then grabbed Luz and put her on my shoulder. 


"What? Ryuji?" Luz said with surprise. 


"I'm sorry, Luz, but Willow's right. We need to get out of here!" | said 
to her before turning to Juniper. "Let's go, Juni!" 


"Right behind ya!" Juniper said as we both then rushed out as fast as 
we can. 


"No, Willow!" Luz said as we rushed out the front door, Willow using 
the vines to close the doors behind us. "Ryuji, put me down! We 
have to go back for her!" 


"Luz, we can't. We're too outmatched." | told her as we kept running. 
"Besides, we're gonna come back, but with help." 


"He's right. We know someone who can help, remember?" Juniper 
added. 


"Oh, right! Eda can definitely help! Let's get to the Owl House fast!" 
Luz said as she got the hint. "Also, Ryuji, you can put me down 
now." 


"Oh, right." | said, blushing from the position we were in as | then put 
her down and let her run with us. 


[No one's view] 


Back at the Owl House, Eda was fighting with the Trash Slug, 
jumping to the sides to avoid incoming burning slime balls. She ran 
forward and smacked it upside the head. The slug moved forward, 
making her back up to the front of the house and hit it with the 
bottom of her staff. As this was going on, up above the entrance, 
King was struggling to get a barrel into place. 


"Pour the salt now!" Eda said, looking up at her roommate who had 
managed to get the barrel above where the Trash Slug. 


"Baby boy!" King sadly cried out, making the slug look up at him 
before it roared and opened its maw, the sight of its teeth making the 
little demon narrow his eyes. "I have no son! Eat salt!" He then 
pushed the barrel over, causing salt to pour into its mouth. After 
consuming the salt, the slug instantly shivered at the taste before 
screaming away as it shrunk back down to it original size, the slug 
whimpering away after Eda stamped her staff in front of it. "Yes! | did 
it! I'm amazing! Aah!" King's cheers in victory and bouncing up and 
down led to him falling off the roof above the door where he was 
then caught by Eda, the little demon chuckling as he rubbed the 
back of his head. "You helped too. You are a good teacher." 


"Thanks, King." Eda said before she instantly lost her smile. "Just 
wish Luz and Ryuji thought that too." 


[Ryuji] 


After running for a while, we finally managed to get back to the Owl 
House where we found Eda in front of it while holding King. 


"Eda!" | called out as me, Juniper, and Luz ran to her. 


"Mom! Mom!" Juniper put in Luz then grabbed both Eda and King in 
a hug. 


"Luz? Juni? Ryuji?" Eda said, confused by this. "What's going on? 
Luz, why are you covered in slime?" 


"Eda, we need your help!" | told her before explain as fast as | could. 
"We got into a little trouble at Hexside and we need to help us save 
the friends we made there!" 


"Wait, hold on! Slow down!" Eda said as Luz let go of her. "What 
happened?" 


"Well..." 


"Luz! Ryuji! Juni!" Hearing those familiar voices, we all looked to see 
Willow and Gus running over to us. 


"Willow? Gus?" | said in surprised as Luz ran over and hugged them. 


"Okay, is anyone gonna tell me what is going?" Eda said, confused 
by all this. 


"It's a long story, Mom." Juniper told her. 
"Guys, how did you find us?" | asked the two Hexside students. 


"We followed the abomination goo." Gus said, pointing to a trail of 
abomination goo from where we just ran from. "Some of it got off 
your clothes and made a trail for us." 


"Oh, okay." | said before | then remembered what had happened. 
"Wait, how did you escape from the school? You didn't get expelled, 
did you?" 


"Actually, that's just it. Principal Bump let us go after | explained 
everything to him." Willow told us. "He was so impressed by my plant 
work, he's switching me to the Plant Track!" Looking at her uniform, | 
then saw that her sleeves and leggings were no longer pink but 
green. 


"Guess everything is perfect for you now." | said, smiling proudly at 
her. 


"Yeah, thanks to all of you." Willow said to me. "And I'm gonna give it 
my all and get a passing grade." 


"That's what | like to hear." | told her. 
"Wait, what about Amity?" Luz asked. 


"Last we saw when she came to, she asked if today could count as 
extra credit." Gus informed us, getting a laugh out of me. 


"What about that guy with the lance?" Juniper asked. 


"Oh, Xander?" Willow told us. "He was gonna go after you, but 
Principal Bump told him to let you go." 


"Great!" Luz happily said. "I can't wait to see some more action, the 
next time | sneak in." Gus and Willow winced at what she said. 


"Hey, what's wrong?" | asked in concern. 


"Well, about you sneaking in Luz..." Gus said as he pulled out a 
poster. "You are kinda, sorta... banned." After Luz took it, we saw 
that it was one of those banned posters that I've seen in clubs or 
restaurants with Luz's picture on it. 


"That's my girl!" Eda cheered out, Juniper clearing her throat at what 
she said. "Uh, sorry, Juni." 


"Let me guess: I'm banned from Hexside too?" | asked. 


"Yeah. Sorry." Gus said as he gave me a banned poster with my 
picture on it. 


"Well, saw that one coming." | said, not really caring. "After what | 
said to him, | doubt he'll want to see me again. Of course, | wasn't 
planning on going back." 


"Wait, what?" Eda said to me with surprise. "I thought you were 
happy there. Bump was giving you a red carpet tour." 


"Well, Hexside did have things that I'm used to, but | came to realize 
there are parts of it that | don't like." | told her. "Besides, | need to lay 
low and joining a school where my dad is a celebrity isn't really 
gonna help." 


"Atta, boy." Eda said, giving me a friendly punch in the arm. "This 
just made my day. My kids are here to stay!" 


"But we could come here and teach you what we learned.” Willow 
said as she put a hand on Luz. 


"Aw, that would be nice. But..." Luz said as she then looked to Eda. 
"| have a pretty great teacher already." 


"Yeah, speaking of which..." | said before | spoke to Eda with a look 
of shame. "Eda... I'm really sorry for what | said. | don't exactly like 
how you do things, but | know you're just trying to help us learn. | 
was wrong to question your teachings. In fact, your lessons are what 
saved our lives." 


"Yeah, your lesson worked! Keeping junk in my pocket really came in 
handy." Luz put in. "I'm sorry for trying to ditch ya to learn from 
somebody else. | should've given this a chance before trying 
anything. | promise never to do that again and listen to you better. 
That is if you let me." 


"And | promise to try to be more patient and try what you think can 
help me with my... problem." | said to her. "That is if you're willing to 
give me another chance." 


Eda was silent for a moment as she looked at us in awe before she 
placed a hand on her heart and smiled at us. 


"Ryuji, Luz... you don't even need to ask." Eda said, causing us both 
to smile before we then rushed over and hugged her. Though 


surprised, she managed to hug us back. She then spoke out to 
Willow and Gus. "Ya hear that? Luz and Ryuji are my students. Back 
off, academy twerps." We then broke the hug. "Okay, now let me see 
those posters." We then handed her the banned posters. "Ah, baby's 
first wanted poster. It's just like when my little girl got hers." She then 
patted Luz's head a bit before patting me on the head. "Good job, 
kids. Looks like | taught you something after all." 


"Well, we have a good teacher." | said before Gus spoke up. 

"Uh... you high five with your hands, not your head." From this, 
Juniper walked over to him with a glare before she then flicked him 
in the head. "Ow! What was that for?" 

"For ruining the moment." Juniper bluntly told him. 

After saying our goodbyes to Gus and Willow and the two Hexside 
students started their way home, me and Juniper stayed behind as 
Eda, King, and Luz walked into the house, me reaching into my 
pocket to pull out the silver dollar. 

"Guess this thing was onto something." | said before | turned to 
Juniper. "You were right, Juni. If I'm gonna get control of my curse, 
sticking with you and Eda is where | need to be." 


"That's what | like to hear." Juniper said as | put the coin away before 
we joined everyone in the house. 


"Hey, by the way, what's for dinner?" King asked, making me and 
Juniper lose our smiles as we stood there. 


"Oh, no." | said as | realized what we forgot to do. 


"We forgot to go grocery shopping." Juniper said, realizing this as 
well. 


"What?" Eda said as she turned to us with anger. "Juniper! Ryuji!" 


"DK?" Juniper asked me with fear. 


"Yeah, Juni?" | said, feeling much the same. 


"Think it's not too late to go shopping for food?" She said, hinting me 
that she wanted to run. 


"No, | think we still got time to do that." | said before we then ran out 
of the house and out to Bonesborough as we tried to avoid Eda's 
wrath. 


Well, that was not what | expect my first time at a school in the 
Boiling Isles was gonna be. | now have no leads towards finding my 
mother, but I'm not gonna give up until | find her. Pretty sure me and 
Luz made some enemies out of Amity and that Xander guy and we 
may have been cut the chance of going to the school my dad went, 
but that's okay. We already got a great teacher. If it wasn't for her, we 
wouldn't have made it out of Hexside alive. Life is always full of ups 
and downs, so | shouldn't really complain, especially when the ups 
or even the downs end up helping us in the end. As much as 
anything, | think we both have come to appreciate Eda's help and 
are looking forward to our continuing stay at the Owl House. Who 
knows? Maybe I'll get to see Luz cast her first spell. | can't wait to 
see what she'll teach us next. DK out! 


Author's Note: Hey, guys! | hope you all like the new chapter. Ryuji 
and Luz sure made a good impression on Hexside. And Ryuji got to 
learn more about his father and what he did in the Boiling Isles. 
Though it seems that Ryuji had reached a dead end in finding his 
mother, but | got a feeling he's going to figure out where she is. | bet 
you're wondering who the voice actor of Xander is. Unfortunately, I'm 
afraid revealing the voice of that particular character won't be 
revealed until he makes his actual appearance. In the next chapter, 
see what happens when Ryuji and Luz find out why Eda is known as 
the Owl Lady. That's all | got for now. Don't forget to leave a 
comment to tell me what you think of it. See you all in the next 
chapter! 


Chapter 4: The Intruder 


Chapter 4: The Intruder 


A few days had passed since that incident at Hexside which led to 
me and Luz getting banned from the magic school. The upside to 
that was that we made two new friends at the school: Willow Park, a 
young witch who we helped by getting her to show off her skills in 
Plant Magic which allowed her to get out of the Abomination Track 
and start taking the Plant Track; and Augustus Porter, better known 
by his new nickname "Gus", an Illusion Track student who happens 
to be the president of the Human Appreciation Society (H.A.S. for 
short) which is a whole club with witches and warlocks interested in 
everything human. While we were glad that we made it out of there 
alive, Luz was pretty much disappointed that she couldn't go back 
there. | didn't mind not going back there, but | hated seeing Luz so 
upset like that. Today didn't really help either as Eda decided to go 
out to town with Juniper and left me and Luz to watch the house. We 
were both in our rooms as we waited for the Clawthornes to get back 
until King called us down, saying he wanted to show us something 
we would be interested in. Though, by the time we got to the living 
room, we found King a little... busy at the moment. 


"Hello, everyone. Welcome to our special documentary." | said while 
putting on a British accent, Luz using her phone to record King as he 
struggle to get a sock with ducks on it off his snout. "You are in fora 
special treat today." 


"Indeed." Luz said as she was doing the same thing. "Currently, we 
are witnessing quite a sight: the most fearsome creature in the world, 
The King of Demons, facing his natural enemy the ducky sock." 


"It is quite a struggle as you can see." | said with a chuckle as this 
was just silly and adorable. "This is something that we rarely get to 
see." Me and Luz were enjoying this even as King used his back 


paws to rip the front of the sock, before standing up and ripping off 
the rest, stomping on the pieces. 


"Where are you now, ducky sock?" King said after he ripped off the 
sock before pounding on the shreds on the floor. 


"Okay, that was great." | said, getting the little demon's attention. 
"Now, King, mind telling us why you called us down here?" 


"Oh, yeah." King said as he recomposed himself and stood up 
before climbing on the table which had something covered with a 
tarp behind it. "Human Luz, Hybrid Ryuji, you've been so obsessed 
with witchcraft that you haven't learned anything about my kind. 
Prepare yourself for... Demons 101!" He then pulled the tarp off to 
reveal a makeshift panel covered with various drawings and pictures 
of demons before he put on a hat that I've seen one of my Big Bro's 
college teachers wear and started pacing. "Demons, like me, are 
grim tricksters of the twilight, creatures of sulfur and bone." 


"And cute little paws!" Luz commented with a coo, getting a snicker 
out of me and a sigh out of King. 


"And cute little paws, true." He admitted before bringing out a pen 
and using it to point out the pictures. "Anyway, we live only to create 
chaos and misery. Our only weaknesses are purified water and 
passive-aggressive comments sometimes." 


"Wow. Didn't know you guys were so sensitive." | said, a little 
surprised by this. 


"Even demons have their inner demons." King said before putting up 
a large picture that showed this very intimidating, pink demon with 
long arms and legs, sharp teeth, and long claws along with this big 
spiked shell on its back. "The most powerful demon of all is the 
Snaggleback. He's a..." 


"Bad boy!" | heard Luz say as | looked to see her adding special 
effects to the video. 


"Luz, pay attention!" The small demon said to the girl was absorbed 
in her phone. "This information could save your life someday!" 


"He's not wrong." | said, backing him up. "As amazing this place is, 
the Boiling Isles is full of dangerous creatures, so you should 
probably listen better." 

"No, no! | am so paying attention! This is my paying attention face." 
Luz reassured us before she nodded a few times. "Mm-hmm, mm- 
hmm, mm-hmm!" Before anything else could be said, we heard the 


roaring sound of thunder and looked to the windows to see it was 
cloudy outside. 


"Uh-oh. Looks like it's gonna rain." King said. 
"And, from the sound of it, it's probably gonna be a big one." | noted. 


"| love the rain!" Luz said with a gasp of excitement before she ran to 
the door, opened it, and went outside. 


"Luz, wait!" | said as | ran after her, my friend ignoring my warning. 


"Hey, wait!" King said as | got to the door as Luz walked around 
outside. 


"Ahh! | always love feeling the first few drops of rain in my hair." Luz 
said as she did a spin. 


"Uh, Luz..." | said before she kneeled down to a nearby flower. 
"| bet you do too, little buddy." She said to the plant. 
"Luz!" | called out to her. 


"What?" She said to me before a single drop of rain fell onto the 
flower, burning it and causing her to gasp. 


"Luz, get back inside now!" | said as more rain started falling, singing 
anything they touched. 


"Boiling rain! Boiling rain!" Hearing Juniper's cry, we then looked to 
see her and Eda running in our direction. 


"Everybody, inside now!" Eda called out before she grabbed Luz by 
the arm and threw her at me, sending us both crashing into the Owl 
House as she and her daughter ran in and closed the door. 


"Phew! We made it." Juniper said in relief. 
"And none of us got hurt." Eda said, feeling much the same. 


"| wouldn't say that." | groaned as me and Luz were buried under the 
stuff King had set up, my human friend lying on top of me. 


"Whoops! Sorry, kids." Eda said with an embarrassed smile. 


"It's fine." | said right before a mug fell on my head. "Ow!" 


[No one's view] 


In Bonesborough, the streets were in chaos as everyone was 
screaming and running for shelter with a few houses on the side of 
the walls crumbling down from the boiling rain. 


At her house, Willow quickly went to her window to save the plants 
she had in the planter she had at her window. With a few drops of 
the boiling rain touching her and her hands full, she jumped up and 
brought down the curtain with her mouth. 


Elsewhere in the streets, the little head-like creature who escaped 
from the Conformatorium was evading the rain best as she could as 
she ran around while looking for shelter. After ducking down into a 
large hole at the side of a building, she then pushes out a rat with 
three eyes on its back, hissing at the rodent. 


[Ryuji] 


After recovering from the crash, me, the girls, and King were outside 
under the cover above the door as we waited for Eda to cast a shield 
on the house to protect us from the boiling rain, the Owl Lady having 
a shield over her while she did. | stood there with Juniper witha 
bandage | got from King on my forehead while the little demon put 
one over the scrap on Luz's arm. 


"Look! Now we're all boo-boo buddies!" King said after he puta 
bandage on top of his snout, causing Luz to tumble to the side witha 
squeal. 


"Oh, my gosh! | love you so much!" Luz said as she laid against my 
leg, Keeping her gaze on King as she found this adorable. 


"Was that for King or DK? Just asking seeing how you just snuggle 
up to DK." Juniper playfully said before laughing, making me and 
Luz flinch and blush as we realized the position we were in. After Luz 
sat up straight, | then gave the witch girl an elbow to the arm. "Hey, 
I'm just pulling your leg. Those reactions were priceless." She then 
turned to Eda as she was getting her spell ready. "You sure you don't 
my help on the shield, Mom?" 


"Nah, | got it." Eda replied back. 


"Wow! A boiling rainstorm on the Boiling Isles." Luz said, amazed by 
this. "The weather here is so fun." 


"Eh, it's more like a bunch of plagues than weather." Juniper told her. 


"Yeah, this is one of the dangers on the Boiling Isles." | explained to 
Luz. "From what I've read from the guides Dad gave me, this isa 
phenomenon that tends to happen. It's caused by a mixture of the 
Boiling Isles climate and the clouds made from the steam in the 
Boiling Sea. Not exactly sure how, but it's part of some natural 
process that helps the Isles like how normal rain is for nature in the 
human world. Other things that happen are gorenadoes, shale hail, 
and these things called painbows?" 


"It's like a rainbow, only looking at it turns you inside out." King 
casually said, causing Luz to tighten her hoody before putting her 
knees up against her chest. 


“Though the Isles does have snow." | put in, getting a look from Luz. 
"Don't worry, it's like normal snow back home." 


"Yeah, just a little colder." Juniper added before her mother spoke. 


"Anyways, until the Boiling Rains stops, no one is allowed outside 
tonight." Eda then looked over to her daughter. "That means you, 
Juni." 


"Oh, come on! That was only one time! | was still little at the time!" 
Juniper retorted. 


"And, if the rain doesn't get you, the Snaggleback will!" King said 
while pulling out a book and opening it to show us a page with the 
said demon. "It wanders the rains, feeding on its boiled victims." 


"Well, whatever the case, this barrier should protect the house from 
boiling rains." Eda said while holding an orb of light. 


"Yeah, and made-up demons." Juniper mocked King who gave her a 
blank look. 


"Wait, made-up?" | asked. 


"Yeah, the Snaggleback is just a myth." Juniper told me. "There's no 
demon like that anywhere on the Isles. Even if there was, I'm sure 
Mom's barrier will keep it out." 


"Hoot! Well, she better hurry up with that force field!" Hooty spoke 
up, getting impatient. "That rain is getting closer to my precious 
stucco!" 


"Yeah, yeah. | got it." Eda said as she grabbed her staff and placed 
the orb on top of it. Doing a quick twirl of it, the barrier around her 


expanded out to the house before encasing it in a large bubble and 
shrinking down to fit around it. 


"Wow!" Luz said as she took off her hoo, defiantly impressed by her 
teacher as walked over with her own barrier to protect her from the 

rain. "Someday, I'd like to be as cool as Eda the Owl Lady: magical, 
sassy, surprisingly foxy for her age." 


"Yeah, and I'm gonna grow up to be just like her." Juniper proudly 
stated. 


"Hey, I've been meaning to ask you, Eda." | spoke up as Eda got into 
the barrier and canceled her own. "Why do they call you the ‘Owl 
Lady' anyway?" 


"Because l'm so wise." Eda replied. 
"Because she coughs up rat bones." Hooty put in. 


"| think it's because she gets distracted by shiny objects." King 
commented. 


"No, | don't." Eda countered before King brought out his pen from 
earlier and clicked a button on it, making the jewel-shaped blub on 
the end glow. Almost immediately, Eda's focus was on the pen. She 
looked like a cat on cat nip. "It sparkles and shimmers and shines 
and delights! | must have it for my nest!" She whispered the last part 
before she lunged for the pen only for King to quickly hide it and 
make Eda miss her mark. 


"You have a nest? | want a nest!" Luz said as she got excited from 
hearing that, running over and kneeling to her mentor who lay on the 
ground. "Nest party!" She then gasped before turning over to 
Juniper. 


"If you're wondering if | have a nest of my own or hatched from an 
egg, then no to both." The Clawthorne girl said with a blank 
expression. "Mom's the only Clawthorne in the house with a nest." 


"You okay, Eda?" | asked as | helped the Owl Lady to her feet. 


"Yeah. Ugh!" Eda said as she rubbed her back. "That barrier really 
took it out of me." 


"Uh-oh." King said as he spoke to her in a mocking tone. "Moving a 
little slow. Age finally catching up to ya?" Juniper then pulled the hat 
over King's face making him scream in fear while Eda smiled. 
"Aaaaah! Darkness!" 


"Come on, let's get you inside." Juniper said as she then put her 
mother's over her shoulders and helped her into the house. 


"This is perfect." Luz said as she stood up. 
"What is?" | asked her. 


"Since we'll be stuck in the house all night, Eda won't have any 
excuse not to teach me a spell." Luz said as she then hurried inside. 


"But don't you want to finish our lesson?" King said with a sad look 
on his face, making Luz stop and turned back to us. "I was gonna let 
you scratch a demon's tummy. Mine! " 


"You mean like this?" | asked as | then picked him up and started 
rubbing his stomach, something he enjoyed as he laughed. "Come 
on, Luz. Eda's obviously worn out. | think we should just let her be. 
Besides, don't you want to know how to deal with demons out 
there?" 


"Sorry, guys, but | can't miss a chance like this." Luz said as she 
then went off to find the Clawthornes, making me stop rubbing King's 
stomach as his horn pierced through his hat, the little demon looking 
very displeased. 


"Don't worry, King." | said as | tried to cheer him up. "I'm sure when 
she's done, she'll want to continue learning from ya. In the 
meantime, you can still teach me?" 


"Nah, I'm good." King said as he then leaped out of my arms and 
walked away with disappointment. "It's not important anyway." 


Juniper talked about what had transpired today. 


She then walked down the stairs before she took the plate from me 
and walked down to the kitchen. Taking the other dish in both hands, 
Luz and | looked at each other as we were both confused by this. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Wow. | really feel sorry for King. | know that Luz wants to know 
magic, but she didn't have to ditch the little guy like that. He was 
pretty eager to teach us about demons which is still pretty important. 
Not sure if he did this because Eda was gone or whatever, but it 
seemed important to him. And to see him give up on sharing his 
knowledge because of this? That really breaks my heart. Never 
thought I would be doing this, but | gotta cheer him up. 


After King went to sulk, | then went on to find Luz and it didn't take 
me long until | found her going into a room at the back of the house. 
Going over there, | watched as Juniper helped Eda who was now in 
her pajamas out from behind a dressing screen and over to a couch, 
her mother's staff against a wall. 


"Here we go, Mom. Nice and ease." Juniper said as she helped Eda 
onto the couch before putting a blanket over, her mother sighing in 
contentment. 


"Thanks, Juni." She said with a grateful smile. 


"Hey, Eda!" Luz said with a smile as she popped her head out from 
beside the couch, startling Eda. "Have | told you how rad your fang 
looks today?" 


"Luz, whatever it is, no." Juniper plainly told her. 


"What? I'm just telling your mom she looks great." Luz said before 
she spoke to her mentor again. "By the way, your hair is like... girl..." 


"Luz, | know what you're doing and I'm telling you to stop it." Juniper 
told her. "My mom is too tired for magic lessons." 


"Juni's right, Luz. I'm not teaching you magic tonight, I'm sleepy." 
Eda then pulled the blanket over her face. "I'm a sleepy little owl." 


"Please, Eda, please." Luz begged. "How am | supposed to earn my 
witch staff if | don't know any spells?" 


"Juni, go and teach her a spell." Eda said from under the blanket. 


"What? Oh, no." Juniper said to her. "You're her teacher, not me." 
She then turned to Luz with a stern look. "Seriously, Luz, stop 
bugging my mom. She's already worn out as it is. She'll teach ya 
later, but right now she needs to sleep." With that, Juniper then 
walked out of the room and headed upstairs. 


"Wow. Never seen Juni so serious before." | said as | walked into the 
room. "Maybe she's right. We should just leave Eda be and just wait 
until she's fully rested." 


"But | need her to teach me." Luz said. "It's been almost two weeks 
and | haven't learned a single spell." 


"Luz, | Know you want to learn magic, but | think we should respect 
Eda's wishes and let her rest up." | told her. 


"Come on, Ryuji." Luz said before she then started giving me those 
puppy dog eyes. "Please?" | flinched from her using that tactic on me 
again. 

[Ryuji's aside] 


Once again, | lose an argument. 


"Alright. Wait right here." | told her as | then left the room and went 
over to King. "Hey, King. Can | borrow your pen?" With that, he then 
dejectedly handed it to me. "Thank you." Now that | had it, | then 
went back to the room and over to the side of the couch before 
clicking the pen. 


"Sparkle thing." Eda whispers as she sat up with a gasp before she 
turned to me. 


"Oh, you want this?" | smugly said as Eda eyed the glowing pen in 
my possession before leaping and perching on the arm of the couch 
like a gargoyle. "Nuh-uh!" | quickly moved out of the way as Eda 
tried to snatch it, making the Owl Lady fall to the floor before | leaned 
over her. "First, teach Luz one spell and the sparkle thing is yours." 


"| respect your cunning, kid, but | also hate you for it." Eda said with 
an annoyed look on her face as | smiled at her before she then 
picked herself up and grabbed her staff. "Alright. But just one spell. 
After that, I'm done." 


"Alright." | said before Luz squealed in excitement. 


Getting to the living room, | saw on the couch and watched as Eda 
got to teaching Luz, the human girl sitting eagerly in front of her 
worn-out mentor. 


"If you want a staff like mine, don't... make me... repeat... myself." 
Eda said as she slowly dozed off before | clapped my hands to wake 
her up. "As | was saying, witch and warlock have magic staffs with 
power embedded into them. It can be used to help them get around 
or cast complex spells of any kind." 


"Gimme!" Luz said, holding out her hands eagerly. 


"But, before one is given a staff, every witch and warlock needs to 
earn it by knowing how to cast spells on their own." Eda said. 


"She's right." | backed her up. "The staff is only meant to be used to 
help one cast difficult spells if needed. It's not meant to be given 
away and used as a crutch." 


"Exactly. Thank you, Ryuji." Eda said as she tossed the staff aside. 
"Now, tonight, I'll be teaching you something easy: how to create... 
Light." With a small spell circle, she then made a little orb of light 
which then descended down to Luz's face before it popped like a 
bubble with a few fading sparkles, making Luz gasp in awe. 


"Yawn!" King commented from the sidelines with a couple of papers 
on hand. "Who needs a lesson in something so boring when you 
could be learning all the fun ways a demon could kill you." He held 
up a drawing of a demon eating someone. "Look how teethy! Bite, 
bite!" 


"King, do you mind? | need to focus." Luz said, making King slump 
on the floor. | then used my magic to bring King over to me on the 
couch while Luz continued her lesson with Eda. 


"Now, before you do magic, you need to know what it is." Eda said. 
"Humans think magic is made out of thin air, but that's stupid. 
Everything comes from something. Let me ask you, kid. Where do 
you think magic comes from?" 


"Uh... from the heart?" She quickly answered. 


"Actually, you're right." Eda said to her, causing Luz to smile even 
more. "No really." Eda then pulled out a scroll from her hair and 
unrolls it to reveal the picture of a heart with a large green sack 
attached to it. "It comes from a magic bile sack attached to the heart 
of every witch and warlock." It showed a large green sack attached 
to the said organ. 


"Oh, gross!" Luz said, surprised by this. "Can | keep that?" 


"No." Eda said, weirded out by her request as she put the scroll back 
in her hair. 


"Wait..." Luz then looked over at me. "Ryuji, do you..." 


"Have a magic bile sack? Yeah." | told her. "Why do you think | get 
checkups in Valla?" 


"Oh." Luz said before turning her attention back to Eda. 


"Okay, now, everything depends on the spell circle." Eda said as she 
drew another spell circle, one bigger than the last one which created 
a bigger ball of light that almost instantly dispersed. "The bigger the 
spell circle, the more powerful the spell." 


"But how can |, little ol' Luz, do spells if | don't have a magic bile... 
sac?" Luz asked, bringing up a pretty decent question. 


"Yeah, I've been wondering that too." | said as | looked at Eda. "How 
are you going to teach her magic if she can't cast them herself like 
we can?" 

"You know, I'm not actually sure." Eda replied. 


"What?" Me and Luz said at the same time in shock. 


"Wait, you agreed to teach Luz magic without even knowing how she 
could do it?" | asked in disbelief. 


"| Know witches did magic differently in the past, but | never bothered 
to figure out how." She said as she laughed with a snort. 


"Eda!" Luz spoke up with a pout. 


"Don't worry. You'll figure it out." Eda said as she kneeled down and 
ruffled Luz's hair. "Now..." Eda then stood back up, making her 
bones crack. "Oof! | need to lie down." She proceeded to walk off to 
the stairs. 


"Wait, that's it? Wait!" Luz said, making the witch stop. "I need you to 
do the circle thingy again." 


"Luz, come on." | told her. "Eda needs to get her sleep, especially 
after casting that barrier earlier." 


"Thank you." Eda said in relief that at least someone was looking 
after her well-being. 


"Come on. Please?" Luz said as she then brought out her phone. "I'll 
record it on my phone this time." She then held it up as she started 
recording. "Smile! You're on camera. Come on, one more spell won't 
kill ya." Eda looked at me and | only shrugged my shoulders as | 
didn't see much harm in it. 


"Fine." Eda groaned before she then proceeded to make another 
spell circle which wasn't really holding up well. "Now, you the spell 
circle is really key because... Ooh, boy." With a yawn from her, the 
spell circle dispersed and the Owl Lady lost her footing before falling 
down on the floor flat on her face. 


"Well, looks like one more spell killed her." King commented, making 
me smack him behind the head while Luz yelped. 


"What's going on? | heard screaming!" Juniper said as she rushed 
down the stairs before looking in shock at her mother lying on the 
floor. "Mom!" She then rushed and flipped Eda over before shaking 
her. "Mom? Mom!" Her mother was unresponsive. 


"Juni, I'm so sorry!" Luz said as she stood up in a panic. "I just 
wanted to learn a spell and..." 


"You did this?!" Juniper said as she stood up and glared at Luz. "Luz, 
| told you to leave her alone!" 


"| know and I'm sorry!" Luz said with worry. 


"Sorry' doesn't make up for your obsession with magic knocking out 
my mom!" Juniper scolded her. 


"Enough! This is no time to argue!" | said as | quickly got up and 
between the girls. "We got an unconscious witch right here!" 


"Bap!" Looking over, we see King standing over Eda as he tapped 
his paw on her nose and got no reaction from her. "Yeah, she's out. 
Bap!" He did it again laughing away before he noticed the glares me 
and Juni were him. "What? Just wanted to be sure." 


"I'll go get help!" Luz said as she ran out the door as Hooty opened 
it. 


"Luz, don't!" | said as | grabbed her by the hood and stopped before 
she went out of the house. "Boiling rain, remember?" 


"No, let her try. It'll be funny." Hooty said, making me use a spell 
circle to slam his face into a wall before closing it. "Ow! | was just 
joking! Hoot!" 


"But what if Eda's dead?" Luz exclaimed in worry. 


"Calm down, spaz." Juniper said, gesturing to her mother. "She's not 
dead. She just passed out." 


"Shiny thing... Big nest..." Eda mumbled in her sleep as she started 
to snore. 


"See?" Juniper said. "My mom's tougher than she looks." 


"She's right. Remember when her head got cut off last week?" | said 
to Luz. "That woman can survive anything." 


"Yeah, she's probably just tired from staying up all night chasing 
shrews and voles." King commented, causing Juniper to clear her 
throat in response. 


"No, she wasn't. It's actually from running all the way back here 
without her staff." Juniper said. "Now, if we're done talking, come and 
help me get my mom upstairs so she can rest." 


With that, me and Luz then went over and helped Juniper carry Eda, 
me holding Eda by the arms, Luz holding her by the legs, and 
Juniper holding her by the back. 


After managing to get up to Eda's room and King opened the door, 
me and the girls then carried Eda inside. Once we were in there, | 
looked around and saw the room looked more like an attic with the 
house's eye-shaped window up at the front and a large side window 
at the side with a large nest right by it. 


"Wow, she really does have a nest." | said, surprised by this. 


"Less talking, more moving!" Juniper said as we then carried her 
mother over to the nest which had a few small animal skeletons in it 
which | moved out of the way with my magic. "Okay, on three. One, 
two, three!" With that, we managed to lift Eda up and put her in the 
nest, the three of us panting from the effort. 


"Huh. Looks like Eda needs to cut back on your cooking, huh, 
Ryuji?" King said, earning a smack to the head from Juniper who 
then walks off to get something. 


"Sorry for pushing you, Mrs. Eda." Luz apologized as she grew 
nervous. "Please don't hurt me when you wake up." 


"Don't worry about her getting mad." Juniper plainly said. "After 
getting a nap in, she'll forget all about that." 


"Should | bap her again?" King asked eagerly. 

"No." Juniper said as she came back with a blanket before throwing 
it on her mother. "Now I'm only saying this once. Leave my mom 
alone or I'll burn you!" She held up her dark red flame to show how 
serious she was. "Got it?" 


"Got it!" Luz said. | was just as shocked to see Juniper act like this. 


"Good." Juniper said as she then got rid of the flame before walking 
off. "I'm going to my room." 


"Hey, Juni." | said as | noticed a little round bottle filled with glowing, 
orange liquid in it sitting on the bedside table by the nest. "What's 
this potion here for?" 


"For my mom, so don't touch it!" She said as she left, the slam ofa 
door coming after she did. 


"Geez! It was just a question." | said, thinking Juniper overreacted 
much. 


"Come on, let's Eda rest." Luz said with a smile. 


"Right. Come on, you little troublemaker." | said as | then picked up 
King and we all then left Eda's room as the Owl Lady slept soundly 
in her nest. 


After walking downstairs, we all then went to the living room, Luz 
pacing around while watching and rewatching the video she took of 
Eda doing the spell to figure out how she could do it herself and me 
sitting on the couch with King while reading King's demon book, the 
little demon watching me as | do while he wagged his tail happily. | 
was glad | was able to make him feel better and | had to admit that 
the book was really teaching me a lot about demons that | didn't 
even know about. 


"Ugh!" Hearing that groan, we both turned to see Luz as she was 
trying to draw a spell circle with nothing happening. "This is all she 
does and yet it doesn't work for me. Why do you have to be so 
cryptic, Owl Lady?" 


"| don't think she trying to, Luz." | told her. "Besides, you don't have 
one of those gross magic bile sacks, so you can't just draw them out 
of thin air, like the rest of us." 


"Then what am | supposed to do?" She asked me. 


"Well, best | can come up with is finding a different way you could do 
magic. And besides, Eda's right. You'll figure out and we'll do what 
we can to help." 


"| guess..." Luz said before she then got an idea and looked at me 
with a smile. "Wait, Ryuji, didn't your dad teach you about the Isles?" 


"Yeah, why?" 


"Well, did he say anything about witches and warlocks doing magic 
differently or anything like that?" 


"Well, he did tell me that before the spell circles, everybody on the 
Isles used spell glyphs." 


"Spell glyphs?" 


"Yeah, it's an ancient magic technique discovered by the Noble 
Three. They say it was a gift to the people of the Isles from the 
Titan." 


"That sounds awesome!" Excitedly, Luz then came up and got really 
close to my face. "Do you know any glyphs? Can you show me 
some?" 


So close... | thought to myself with a blush before clearing my throat 
and speaking to her. "Uh, no, | don't." Luz then gained a look of 
disappointment. "Sorry, my dad said the technique was only made to 
be used here on the Boiling Isles, so he couldn't show me any of the 
glyphs. Plus, nobody in Isles has used glyphs in centuries." 


"Oh, | see." 


"Hey, cheer up." | said as | put a hand on her shoulder. "You might 
not be able to do spells like witches in the past or make spell circles, 
but that doesn't mean you won't be able to do it. Like Eda said, you'll 


find your own way to do it. And we'll be here to help you. Just keep 
on trying and | know you'll do it." 


"Yeah, you're right." Luz said as she smiled at me. "Thanks, Ryuji. 
You always know what to say." 


"It's what | do." I told her. 


"Hey, you know what's really cryptish? Let me tell you about the 
most spine-chilling demon." King said before he then showed us a 
drawing of what looked like a fish with legs. "Smoochie-Pie the 
Sweetie Baby! He's a lot more threatening than his name implies." | 
laughed a little as | pat his before going back to reading the demon 
book. 


"Not now, King." Luz said to him. "I got to figure out this spell so | can 
do magic like Eda and Ryuji." 


"Why do you wanna learn magic so badly?" King asked her. 


"Because | was a nobody back home. The only friend | had in school 
was Ryuji." Luz said to the little demon. "Ever since | found out that 
he had magic and could do all these amazing spells, I've wanted to 
do it too. To be someone, like him." 


"Okay. Speaking of which, how did you and Ryuji become friends in 
the first place?" King asked curiously. 


"Actually it all started when we first met." Luz happily said as she 
then sat down between me and King. "I'll still remember that day like 
it was yesterday. | was just beginning middle school and | was just 
getting into reading Azura and | loved it." As she kept on going, | 
tried to make it look like | was focused on reading while listening in. 


| pretty much remembered that day pretty well. Listening to her part 
of the story, | could just imagine it like it played out in front of me. 


[Flashback. 4 years ago] 


Outside the middle school in Gravesfield, while all the other kids 
played around in the playground, there was one little girl dressed ina 
little white dress with a pink skirt, and brown boots sitting by herself 
as she played with an Azura doll and other figures. This little girl was 
Luz who was only twelve at the time. She had a hard time making 
friends, so she often found herself alone at recess and playing with 
her Azura doll. 


"Blam-Blam, you are defeated!" Luz said as she mimicked 
explosions before raising her hand in triumph while holding her 
Azura doll. "And Azura the Witch saves the day again!" 


"What do we have here?" Hearing that voice, Luz turned to see two 
boys looking down at her before one of them takes the doll out of her 
hand. "Let me see this." 


"Hey, that's mine!" Luz said as the boy looked at it. 


"Seriously? You're playing with dolls?" The boy with her doll said. 
"Dolls are for babies." 


"Yeah." The other boy said as they then laughed at her. 


While this was happening, | was over at the swing set, swinging by 
myself. Yeah, that little boy in the yellow short-sleeve shirt, blue 
shorts, and black sneakers with the red scarf around his neck is 
twelve-year-old me. Much like Luz, | didn't really have that many 
friends in school, so | often played by myself. | was planning on 
swinging until recess was over until... 


"Hey, give that back!" Hearing that voice, | stopped swinging and 
saw two boys picking on a girl, the boys laughing as they played 
keep away and held an Azura doll out of her reach. 


"Hey, maybe | can make it fly." The boy holding the doll said. 


"Yeah! Do it! Do it!" The other boy encouraged. 
"No! Please! Give it back!" Luz pleaded to them. 


"Okay, here we go!" the boy with the doll said before he tossed it into 
the air. When the doll hit the ground, it landed on its staff and the top 
of it broke off. 


"No!" Luz said as tried to run over, but one of the boys pushed her 
back. 


"Nuh-uh!" the boy who threw the doll said to her as he then took the 
doll off the ground. "Sorry, weirdo. We're not done playing with it yet." 


"Nice throw, dude!" the encouraging boy said to his friend. "You sent 
that dolly flying!" 


“Thanks, bro." the thrower proudly said before the two started 
laughing again. 


Looking over to Luz, | saw her sniffle as tears filled her eyes, the girl 
now on the verge of crying. Seeing someone getting picked like this 
really pissed me off. So | got off the swing and walked over to where 
| was behind the boys. 


"Hey!" | called out, getting the boys and Luz to turn to me. "Leave 
her alone!" 


"Oh, great. It's that goody-goody Frank kid." One of the boys said. 
"Get lost, buddy!" 


"Not until you apologize to that girl!" | told them with a stern glare, 
the boys laughing at this. 


"Yeah, or what?" 
"How about | show you?" | said before | then charged at them before 


nailing them with punches, knocking them back and making them 
drop the doll and its missing piece. 


"Why you!" One of the boys said as they both charged and tried to 
attack me, leading to a fight between the three of us, Luz watching in 
awe. | didn't really notice she was watching as | was more focused 
on the fight. Even though outnumbered, | had the upper hand and 
was able to handle the two pretty easily. The fight ended after | 
knocked those back to the ground with bruises. 


"Geez! This guy's crazy!" the encourager said with a look of fear. 


"Yeah, let's get out of here!" the thrower said before the two then 
picked themselves and made a run for it. 


"Yeah, you better run!" | told them as the two boys ran away 
screaming. Calming myself down, | turned back to Luz, the girl 
looking at me in awe. Seeing the doll and the staff piece on the 
ground, | then picked them up before kneeling down next to her. 
"Hey, you okay?" Luz only nodded which was enough to get me to 
smile. "That's good." | then gave her the doll and the broken piece 
back. "Here. | think this is yours." 


"Oh, thanks." Luz said as she took them back. 

"Sorry about what happened back there. Some people are the 
worst." | said to her. "Worse than Hecate, am | right?" Hearing this, 
Luz gasped in shock. 


"You read The Good Witch Azura too?" 


"Well, yeah. It's one of my favorite books. Guess you're a fan too, 
huh?" 


"Are you kidding? | love The Good Witch Azura !" 
"Man, | thought | was the only Azura fan." 
“Me too!" 


"Hey, you know, this is an easy fix." | said as | stood up. "I bet we 
can glue Azura's staff back together in the art room. We can go there 


if you want." 


"Really?" Luz then shot right up to her feet. "That would be 
awesome! Thank you!" 


"No problem. Like my dad always says, 'us weirdos gotta stick 
together'’." | smiled before holding out my hand to her. "I'm Ryuji, by 
the way." 


"I'm Luz." Luz smiled back as she shook my hand. After we broke the 
shake, we then started our way to the art room. It was then that Luz 
gave mea smirk. "You know, if | didn't know any better, | would think 
you were some hero charging in to save the day. In fact, you kind of 
looked like Ludolf when he saved Azura from those nasty dark 
wolves." 


"Yeah, well, | guess | do like to see myself as some sort of hero.” | 
said while scratching the back of my head. "So what does that make 
you the damsel in distress?" | didn't really know back then, but it 
turned out that what | said actually made Luz blush. It was pretty 
faint so | couldn't notice. After | started laughing, she then joined me. 


After talking with each other, mostly about how much we loved The 
Good Witch Azura, we managed to bond a little and found comfort in 
each other's company. We became best friends and have been that 
way ever since. 


[Flashback over] 


"Him standing up for me back then was the coolest and nicest thing 
anyone's ever done for me." Luz said as she finished her story, 
smiling happily at the memory. "Ever since that day, Ryuji's been the 
best friend | could ever ask for." 


"Wow, that's quite a story." King said, surprised by this. "But why did 
Ryuji just jump in like that?" 


"Because those guys were bullying her and | hate bullies." | said as | 
closed the book, startling them. 


"Ryuji, how long have you been listening?" Luz asked with surprise. 


"The whole time and | remember that day too." | said as | smiled at 
her. "It was the day | met someone who loved The Good Witch Azura 
like me and someone who | was proud to call my friend. Not to 
mention that it's also when you and me became a team." 


"Yeah, you really are the best." Luz said as she returned the smile. 
"You always were there for me when | needed you and I'm glad 
we're friends.” 


"| could say the same for you. | didn't really think I'd find anyone | 
could really connect with until | met you. | will always be grateful for 
that." The two of us looked at each other for a moment before King 
spoke up. 


"Wait, are you two about to kiss?" King's question caused us both to 
freeze and blush from seeing how close we were to each other. 


"Uh... I'm gonna use the can." | said, making an excuse before 
making my way to and up the stairs. "Good luck with the spell, Luz!" 


"Thanks." Luz said to me as | made my way up the stairs, going to 
the bathroom before leaning against the door as my heart felt like it 
was racing. Right from there, | then decided to wait in there to pull 
myself together so things wouldn't be so awkward between me and 
Luz. 


[No one's view] 


After Ryuji was out of sight, Luz lost her blush as she slump down 
the couch with a sigh. 


"Of course, | don't see the point." Luz dejectedly said. "I'm just gonna 
be wiggling my fingers just hoping something magically will happen." 


Seeing Luz so depressed, King had really felt bad for her since she 
was someone he could relate to as not many people took him 
seriously either. Though he knew it would be wrong, he knew he had 
to do something. 


"Okay, if | help you learn that spell, could we finish our lesson?" King 
said to her. 


"Oh, yes, yes!" Luz eagerly said, smiling at the demon. "You can 
teach me about demons all week if you can help me learn this spell!" 


"Okay, then. Well, Eda said witches and warlocks used to do magic 
differently. 


"Well, she said witches and warlocks used to do magic differently. 
Since they stopped so there has to be a way right?" King said as he 
did a small scribble and showed what he drew. "And I have a theory. 
Remember that bottle Ryuji found in Eda's room? Well, that's 
actually some sort of elixir she keeps around. I've asked Juniper 
about it, but she just tells me to stop asking her about it. Every day, | 
notice Eda sneaking drinks of this special elixir right before she gets 
a boost of energy. See, | think that's where she gets her power and if 
you drink it, then you might be able to do magic too." 


"Really?" 
"Si." King replied before getting taken into one of Luz's hugs. 


"Thank you so much! You're a prince." Luz happily said as she spun 
him around. 


"King." The canine corrected. "I'm King." 


"Right." Luz said as she held him. 


After sneaking his way up the stairs and past Juniper's room, moving 
silently enough so he wasn't heard, King made his way over to Eda's 


room. While still asleep, Eda still presented herself as a great 
obstacle as he had to get the elixir without waking her up. He 
opened the door, making it creak, but he didn't wake up Eda who 
was rolling around in her sleep while still snoring away. 


"Now where could it be?" King quietly wondered as he looked 
around the room. Soon enough, he spotted the glass vial filled with 
the orange substance and cork cap that Ryuji noticed earlier. "There 
it is!" With his target in sight, he silently walked forward before 
hearing a metal clang, quickly retracting his leg to avoid a bear trap 
that snapped shut. "Nice try!" 


"Eh, my heart wasn't in it." The trap said as it gained two small legs 
and opened an eye, revealing it to be a sort of demon that then ran 
off. 


With the trap gone, King continued to sneak through before he 
climbed up a tied curtain and got onto the nightstand where the elixir 
was. 


"An elixir a day." King said as he noticed a red tag on the vial and 
what it said read out loud, not noticing the bottom part looked like it 
was torn off. "Cryptic." He then tore off the tag and stuffed it into his 
collar before grabbing the elixir and jumping down to the floor. Once 
down, he looked hesitant for a moment while quickly looking to Eda 
before turning back to the vial. "Uh... Nah." Shaking his head, he 
quickly ran out, letting the Owl Lady continue her sleep. 


After he left though, Eda began to struggle around in her sleep, 
appearing to be having a nightmare. 


After King got down the stairs, he then met in the kitchen while 
getting up on the table. 


"Got it!" King said as he gave the elixir to Luz who then pulled the 
cork off the vial. 


"Wow." Luz said as she gazed at the vial in awe. "I can't believe I'm 
about to learn magic, real magic! This is historic." Closing her eyes, 
she then tipped the elixir before she slowly started bringing it to her 
lips to drink the contents. 


[Ryuji] 


After finally calming myself down, I then went back downstairs to 
rejoin my friends only to find them not in the living room, but in the 
kitchen. 


"Hey, Luz. How's the spell-casting coming..." | said as | walked in 
before becoming shocked at seeing Luz about to drink the potion 
from Eda's room. "Aah! Luz, no!" Acting quickly, | rushed over and 
got the vial away from her. "Luz, what are you doing with Eda's 
potion?" 


"Uh, trying to do magic?" Luz said to me in an unsure tone. "King 
said if | drink one of her elixirs, | might be able to do magic." 


"And you believed him?" | said in disbelief. "Luz, potions have 
nothing to do with spell circles. Besides, you don't even know what's 
in this brew or how it will it affect you. It might be safe for witches 
and warlocks to drink, but we don't know if any human can drink it." 
While looking down at the vial, | then got this strange feeling I'd seen 
this elixir before. "Wait, this looks familiar." To figure out what this 
feeling was telling me, | then got a drop of it on my finger before 
licking it off, gagging and spitting at the awful taste of it. "Aah! Ugh!" 
After recovering, | then realized | had seen this elixir before, a bunch 
of times in my life in fact. "I Know that bitter taste. Guys, | know this 
elixir." 


"You do?" the two asked with surprise. 


"Yeah, and | know what it does." | said to them. "This elixir isn't for 
giving magic, it's for..." Before | could finish, a clash of thunder 
caught me by surprise, ultimately leading me to drop the elixir and it 
smashing on the floor. "Whoops! Oh, geez!" 


"Oh, no! The elixir!" Luz said with worry. "Oh, Juni's gonna kill us!" 


"Don't worry. I'm sure Eda's got more elixir lying around." King said 
to her, not worried at all. "All we have to do is find one and replace 
the old one with it and her and Eda will never know." 


"You know, I'm surprised the lights are still on. Thought the storm 
would knock them out." | said right before all the lights went out. 
"Never mind." 


"Ugh! Hooty controls the house lights." King explained with a groan. 
"He probably just fell asleep.” 


All of a sudden, there was a loud crash coming from the front door, 
followed by screaming. 


"Hoooot! Hoooooot! Hoot!" 


"Hooty!" Luz said as we then rushed out of the kitchen perching 
himself on her shoulder as we went over to the front door. 


Upon entering the living room, we all froze as we found it completely 
in shambles with the furniture all torn up, windows shattered, and 
claw marks all over the walls. But what really got us to stop was what 
was right in front of us. Beyond the door which was broken down 
with Hooty looking knocked out, there was the shadow of a large 
creature who no doubt caused the damage. Raking four long claw 
marks on the door, the creature narrowed its glowing, orange eyes at 
the three of us before disappearing into the rain. 


"Hooty! Are you okay?" Luz called out as we ran to the house demon 
before she tried to wake him up. "Hooty? Hooty!" She tried to open 
his eye, but it closed immediately without Hooty giving a response. 
"Hooty's knocked out!" 


"Whatever did this ran out into the rain." | said as | traced some claw 
marks before looking out to the rain as | remembered what | read in 
the book. "King, you don't that was..." 


"No doubt about it. That thing was the Snaggleback!" King said 
coming to the same conclusion. "It feeds during the rain." 


"It must've stumbled upon the house and seen us inside. And it 
stayed close enough to get under the barrier when Eda cast it. So 
now it's in the house." | said before we heard a loud, ear-piercing 
screech and ran out to see the large creature bust through the eye- 
shaped window. "We trapped ourselves with a monstrous demon!" 


"This is bad. This is really, really bad!" Luz said with the same fear | 
had. "So why do you look so happy?" With that, | then looked to King 
who was giggling with joy like a kid in a candy store. 


"Because this could be a lesson!" He told us. "This would be a great 
way for you to see a wild demon up close in person." 


"You want us to go towards that thing? No way!" Luz said, knowing 
that was a terrible idea. 


"Yeah, King, that's insane! What if that thing spots us?" | said before 
another scream was heard, this one coming from inside the house. 


"That's Juniper!" King said as he recognize the scream. "We gotta go 
now!" 


"Oh, geez!" | said before we all ran back inside. "We're coming, 
Juni!" 


From this, | went to my room to get my Saisho before going back 
downstairs to meet Luz and King in the kitchen. With armor made 
out of pots and pans with duct tape wrapped around themselves to 
put a pillow in place, Luz and King held up their weapons with Luz 
taking a hockey stick and King picking a stuffed bunny. Pausing at 
the stairs, me and Luz lit the way with me using a light orb and Luz 
using her phone's flashlight. Slowly making our way upstairs, we 
went over to Juniper's room to find the door broken down off its 
hinges. 


"Oh, no." | gasped in fear before me and Luz rushed in to find the 
witch girl's room ransacked with said witch nowhere to be found. 


"Juniper got Snagglebacked!" King cried out in fear as he was on the 
verge of tears. 


"We gotta get to Eda, quick!" | said before we then rushed to Eda's 
room, bursting through the doors only to find it in shambles with the 
broken glass of the window from the demon breaking in scattered 
across the floor. 


"Oh, god! The Snaggleback got Eda too!" | said as Luz rushed over 
to the nest. 


"Eda? Eda!" Luz said as she checked in the nest, not finding her 
teacher but a single pillow covered in claw marks. She then brought 
the pillow to me. 


"Slash marks." | said as | took the pillow. "King, you're the demon 
expert. We could use your help." 


"I'll go get my demon book!" King said as he rushed out of the room. 
"Hurry, King!" Luz called out as | examined the pillow. 


As | turned it around, | saw something fall out and land on the floor. 
What fell out looked like a small white square of paper. 


"Huh? What's this?" | said as | picked it up and flipped it over, 
gasping in shock at what | found on the other side. | didn't have 
much time to look at it before | flinched at the sound of growling at 
looked up in fear as | saw a pair of orange eyes staring at me from 
the ceiling. "Uh, Luz?" With this, | pulled out my sword and held it in 
defense while Luz gasped from seeing the creature right above us, 
the demon roaring as it then jumped at us. 


[No one's view] 


Downstairs, King had searched through a couple of books before 
finding the ones he was looking for, looking at two books in his 
hands. 


"Okay, which one was it? First edition or second edition?" He asked 
himself before he heard Luz's scream. "Luz! Ryuji!" Taking both 
books, King rushed back upstairs to Eda's room. "Luz? Ryuji?" He 
gasped as he saw both weren't in the room. "Oh, no! Not them too!" 
Before long, something swiftly passed behind him. "You crazed 
beast! Give me back my boo-boo buddies!" He yelled out at the top 
of his lungs before he started chasing after it. Once he turned to the 
corner, he gasped again upon seeing one of Luz's shoes right in 
front of a door that closed. "Luz..." He sadly picked it up and glared 
forward opening the door. With the shoe as a makeshift weapon, he 
searched through the closet and spotted something hiding behind 
the coats. 


[Ryuji] 


"There's nowhere for you to run! Now come on out!" Hearing that 
familiar voice, | then rushed out from behind the coats and swooped 
King up. 


"King! Boy, am I glad to see you." | told him with a smile before 
gently putting him down. 


"Ryuji?" King said, looking at me with surprise. "Wait, where's Luz? 
Where's the Snaggleback?" 


"| don't know. After you left, the demon attacked us. | held off to let 
Luz escape before making my own escape." | said before walking 
over to the coats | was hiding behind. "As for the Snaggleback, 
well..." | then pulled them aside to reveal the Snaggleback who was 
actually this small, pink monkey demon wearing this spiked green 
shell. 


"Snaggleback?" King said, surprised by this. "Wow. You are a lot 
shorter in person." 


"I know, right?" | told him. "Turns out this guy can't actually handle 
the rain." 


"Yeah." The Snaggleback admitted with a look of shame. "I'm sorry. | 
was just looking for shelter from the rain." 


"Then why did you break down our door and grab my friends?" King 
said to him. "That's not cool, man. Bad Snaggleback!" 


"King, he didn't do any of that stuff." | told my demon housemate. 
"He just got here." 


"Wait, what?" King said in disbelief. 


"Yeah, why do you think we're both in here? | just helped him get in 
through a window just now. We were hiding from the demon that's 
actually attacking us." 


"Wait, if it wasn't the Snaggleback, then what..." King was then 
interrupted by a giant hand ripping through the ceiling and grabbing 
the Snaggleback by his shell. 


"Oh, no! Help!" the Snaggleback screamed as he was then taken 
away. 


"Okay, did not see that coming." King said with fear. 


"Yeah, quite the unexpected twist, huh?" | said before we heard 
footsteps coming from above, something moving behind us. 


Getting King behind me, | took stance with my Saisho as something 
slowly pushed the door open, that something happening to be the 
demon we saw from before as it then spits out the Snaggleback's 
shell. 


"Hey, stay back! I'm armed!" | said as me and King walked back from 
the demon in front of us moving forward. 


"Hey, hey!" King said as he got in front of me, holding a paw up. "I 
am the King of demons, okay? And, as such, | demand you barf our 
friends back up!" 


When the demon was about to slash him, | put the Saisho back on 
my back before diving down to save him from the attack and 
managing to slide past the attacking demon from underneath. 
Hearing its screech, | then got to my feet and started running while 
carrying King as the monstrous demon started chasing us through 
the hall. After a while of running, | turned the corner before | was 
suddenly grabbed by the arm and pulled to the side, someone 
clinging onto me as they closed the door. Looking over, | found 
myself sitting beside Luz. 


"Luz?" | said before she shushed me as she pointed to the door as a 
shadow pierced through the cracks. Seeing it was the large demon, | 
kept quiet as it then went past the closed door. With both of us giving 
a sigh of relief, | then let King go before grabbing Luz in a hug. "Boy, 
are we glad to see you." 


"Not as much as | am to see you." Luz said as | then let her go. 
"What happened?" 


"A lot of stuff. One leading to a real twist." | told her. "Turns out that 
thing that was chasing us wasn't the Snaggleback." 


"Wait, really?" Luz was surprised by this. 


"Yeah, we just watched him get eaten by that thing." King told her 
before we then heard a groan from a nearby closet cupboard. 


Silently making our way to it, | then opened it up and an unconscious 
Juniper fell out of it. 


"Juni!" | said as me and Luz quickly dragged her out before | tapped 
her cheek to wake her up. "Juni! Juni! Wake up!" 


"Huh? What?" Juniper said as she shot up awake, rapidly looking at 
her surroundings. "Who? What?" 


"Whoa! Take it easy." | told her. "Juni, what happened? What were 
you doing in the cupboard?" 


"| don't know." She said as she rubbed her forehead. "I was listening 
to my music and reading some manga when the lights went out. | 
grabbed a lantern and was about to check around and the next thing 
| Know, something frickin’ jumped me. So what | miss?" 


"Oh, nothing much." | told her. "Just that the Owl House is being 
attacked by a big, monstrous demon which took Eda." 


"Wait, demon? Oh, no." Juniper said as she then got up with a look 
of horror. "No way. It's happening again?" 


"Again? Wait, you know what's going on?" | said as | then stood up 
in surprise. 


"Uh, well..." the witch girl nervously said. 


"Hey, you found my shoe!" Luz said as King then gave her shoe 
back. 


"Wait, what's that?" King said, stopping her before she could put her 
shoe on. He then grabbed and pulled off some red paper that got 
stuck on her foot. Going over to him, | saw that it was some sort of 
shred with some writing on it which King read out loud. "Keeps the 
curse at bay? Wait!" King then pulled another piece of paper out 
before putting the pieces together as they form a tag with writing on 
both pieces forming a little rhyme. "An elixir a day keeps the curse at 
bay!" 


"Oh, no." | gasped in shock as | recognized the words on that tag 
and realized what it meant. "I told you that you shouldn't have taken 
that elixir." 


"Wait, you took my mom's elixir?" Juniper said as she angrily glared 
at him. 


"l-1 didn't know!" King said with a worried look on his face. 


"Wait, curse?" Luz said, confused by all this. "Guys, what's going 
on?" 


"Luz, we were wrong all along." | said to her. "That's no demon! That 
creature is..." | was cut off when an arm came bursting through the 
door, taking us all by surprise. 


Before long, the said monster burst through the door and we were 
beyond shocked by it. Coming in at all fours as a beast covered in 
dark gray fur with two regular gray bird wings, black bird talon hind 
legs, longer and pointier ears with gray hair growing out of them was 
Eda who stared at us with black, soulless eyes and a mouth full of 
sharp teeth. 


"Eda?!" Luz screamed out in shock from seeing her mentor in sucha 
monstrous form. 


"Okay, this whole time, the demon attacking us was Eda?" | said in 
disbelief as Eda crawled toward us before | turned to Juniper. "And 
you knew?" 


"Yeah, found out about it after taking her elixir one time." Juniper told 
us. "Got grounded for a month because of it." Eda then raised her 
hand to strike us. "Mom, no!" 


Before Eda could swipe, a bright flash came in and managed to blind 
her as she screeched like she was in pain. Looking to the floor, | saw 
Luz's phone which had dropped out of her pocket, no doubt the 
camera snapping a photo of Eda from hitting the floor. As she rubbed 
her eyes, the four of us took the chance and made a run for it. When 
she got back on our trail, we all hid behind a stone wall over at the 
balcony as she started sniffing around for us. As she was close to 
finding us, | took this little tin can | found before tossing it away, 


causing a bunch of clatter that Eda followed with a screech, the 
witch-turned-beast running far from us. 


"She's gone." Juniper whispered said after she checked to see if the 
close was Clear. 


"Oh, god... Did you see her eyes? They were like..." Luz said as she 
did a snarl while widening her eyelids before looking with worry. 
"What happened to her?" 


"Exactly why | didn't want you guys taking that elixir." Juniper sternly 
said. 


"Yeah, that stuff King gave you doesn't give you magic." | said as | 
explained. "That specific brew is made to boost the magic power of 
any witch or warlock that drinks it." 


"Wait, what?" Luz said with surprise. "Why would she need that? | 
thought she was the most powerful witch on the Boiling Isles!" 


"She is, but she's also cursed." | told her. "Don't you see? That's why 
she got so worn out. She had a curse draining her magic. When she 
becomes drained of magic, she turns into that thing." 


"The Owl Beast." Juniper put in. 
"The what?" | asked the witch girl. 


"That's what we call it, the Owl Beast." Juniper explained. "A very 
vicious demon that attacks anything it sees. My mom's been fighting 
with it since even before | was born." 


"You knew and you didn't tell any of us?" | said to her. 


"How do you expect me to tell you?" Juniper said. "Hey, guys! 
Here's my mom, a really powerful witch who sometimes turns into a 
nasty demon that can kill you!’ Yeah, that's a good thing to talk 
about." 


"Okay, geez! | get it." | told her. "You were just worried about what we 
would think and trying to protect your mom." 


"This is all my fault." King spoke up as he sat against the wall in 
shame. "She turned into this nightmare all because | just wanted Luz 
to learn about demons!" 


"Why were you so obsessed with teaching Luz about demons 
anyway?" Juniper asked. 


"| just wanted Luz to be into demons like she was into magic." King 
told us. "She and Ryuji are my only friends and | messed up. | just 
wanted to have some attention and, maybe if | taught them, then 
finally I'd have someone else would care about creatures like me." 
From there, | was in surprised to find King open up like this. The guy 
may act like an annoying jerk at times, but deep down, he was just a 
lonely demon who wanted to have a friend. He was just like me and 
Luz before the two of us became friends. 


"Well, let's finish the lesson." Luz said with an encouraging smile, 
causing King to look up at her in confusion. 


"That's right." | said as | put a hand on the little demon's shoulder. 
"And who else knows more about demons than one of the best that 
we do know?" King pointed to himself, getting a nod from both of us 
before taking the pen and giggling like crazy as he hugged us both. 
With that done, King grabbed some leaves and drew Eda's face 
starting their plan on how to save her. 


"Okay, let's see..." King said as he took a leaf and drew out the Owl 
Beast. "Eda was bigger, covered in feathers, and had giant black 
eyes." 


"Demons with black eyes are sensitive to light, right?" | asked, 
remembering reading something on that in the book. 


"Correct!" King replied, pleased to know I got it right. "Which means 
we can use that to stop her. With enough light, we might be able to 


knock her out. But where are we..." He paused before then looking 
at Luz's phone. "That's it! Luz, use your human rectangle." 


"| can't. My camera's all busted." Luz said, showing her phone which 
now had a cracked screen. 


"Wait, DK, don't you have one?" Juniper asked me. 

"Yeah, but it's back in my room." | said with regret. 

"Then what about that light spell?" King suggested. "I've seen you do 
it." 


"Yeah, but I've never done anything more than a simple orb of light." 
| told him. "I would need help to create enough light to knock out that 
Owl Beast." We then turned to Juniper. 


"Don't look at me. | don't know that spell." The witch girl told us. "I've 
always used my flames for light, so | never bothered learning it." 


"And | can't draw circles in the air." Luz chimed in with despair as 
she pulled up the video she recorded earlier. "I'm not like Eda, or 
Juni, or even Ryuji." As she pressed the screen to replay the video, | 
looked around and saw King and Juniper having the same look of 
pity as | did at how disappointed Luz was that she couldn't do magic. 


[No one's video] 


"The spell circle is really..." The Eda in the recording said before the 
phone all of the sudden started glitching and, with the video freezing 
with Eda holding the spell circle, some sort of strange symbol 
appeared within it. 


[Ryuji] 
"There's a symbol in the circle!" Luz said with a gasp in awe. 


"Wait, what?" | said as | went over to the video, only just to find it 
frozen with Eda and a regular spell circle. "Luz, there isn't a symbol 


in that circle." 
"Yes, there is! It's right there!" Luz said to me. 
"Okay, so what does it look like?" | said. 


"It looks something like this." Luz said as she grabbed the pen anda 
leaf which she then placed on the screen before drawing on it. After 
drawing a circle, she then drew a strange symbol in it, one made of a 
large triangle with a smaller triangle and circle above it with the circle 
between the two triangles, and a long line down the middle of the 
larger triangle with two smaller diagonal lines across it and side-by- 
side within the triangle. "There." After she tapped it, the leaf started 
glowing before in crumbled itself up into a ball. After it floated into the 
air, we all looked at it in awe as the leaf turned into a little orb of light. 
"It's beautiful." 


"Whoa! Did she just cast the spell?" Juniper said as she wasn't 
expecting this. 


"Yeah, by using a Light Glyph." | said before | spoke to my friend. 
"Luz, you just used Glyph Magic!" 


"Glyph Magic? Wait, you mean..." Luz said with surprise. 

"Yeah, you just used the first technique of magic on the Boiling 
Isles." | said, confirming her assumption. "See? | knew you could do 
it." She then turned back to the little orb before gasping in awe. 
"You're right. | did it." Luz said as she gained a smile. "I just did 
magic. | just did magic!" She then stood up and grabbed me into a 
hug. "I just did magic! Now I'm a witch like you!" 

"Shh! Not so loud!" Juniper shushed her. 


"Sorry." Luz said as she then let go of me with a blush of 
embarrassment. 


"Okay, that's great and all, but we're not going to stop anything with 
something that small!" King said as he commented on the orb before 
we heard Eda screech, making all of us quickly duck back down. 


"King's right. We still need to figure out a way to knock her out." 
Juniper added. 


"The bigger the spell circle, the stronger the spell." Luz said, 
repeating what Eda had told her before she turned into the Owl 
Beast. "Guys, | got an idea to get Eda back." She then held out a fist 
to us. "Will you help me, boo-boo buddies?" 


"I'm over that little nickname." King said with a light scoff. "But okay." 
"I'm not a part of that, but count me in." Juniper put in with a shrug. 


"Yeah, let's do it!" | said before me and Luz fist bumped each other. 


After Luz told us her plan, we then went on to put it into action. It was 
simple really. All we had to do was lure Eda out to a corner of the 
house where Luz will then use a big Light Glyph on the wall to send 
a flash strong enough to knock the Owl Beast out. While Luz got to 
work on the glyph, | went on to look for Eda. Going downstairs, | 
managed to find her searching around the living room for me and the 
others. Ready to put the plan into action, | then went on to get her 
attention, pulling out the pen she was interested in early before 
clicking it a few times. 


"Wow, this is amazing." | said as Eda looked in my direction. "This is 
so shiny." It only took a moment of her staring before she then 
leaped at me. "Oh, crap!" dodging her, | then went on running 
through the halls to where Luz was, casting my special speed boost 
spell. "Enhancement Magic: Wind Dash!" With that, | then began 
dashing through the halls, managing to outrun the Owl Beast. 


After running close to the corned, | then stepped into a hallway on 
the side as King tossed in some papers which Eda slipped on and 


crashed. As Eda was recovering, Juniper came in and jumped on her 
with a blanket that blocked her mother's vision. This was for a 
distraction while was finishing off the big light spell which she drew 
on the wall in red crayon. 


"Juni, it's ready!" Luz called out as Eda tried to shake her daughter 
off. 


"Sorry, Mom! | love you, but this is for your own good!" Juniper said 
before she then got off. 


When Eda was able to move the blanket enough to where she can 
see, all she could do was stare as Luz slammed on the glyph, 
sending a flash of light that made the transformed witch screech. 
After it was done, we all looked over to see Eda knocked out on the 
floor. 


"Quick! Let's get her back upstairs!" Juniper said as we all gathered 
around her mother. 


After managing to get her back in her nest, we managed to find an 
extra elixir in her closet. Using straws to funnel the elixir into her 
mouth, we managed to get Eda to drink it. As we waited for the elixir 
to take effect, Luz decided to pass the time by doing light glyphs. | 
couldn't help but smile as Luz had managed to learn magic and by 
using an ancient technique no less. After a while, Eda finally woke up 
and, after spitting out the straw, sat up where we were all shocked 
from seeing her left side still transformed by her curse. 


"Whoa! Mom, might want to keep drinking." Juniper said with worry 
as she went over and held up the tube of straws. 


"Aaah!" She yelled after seeing the gem she had on was pitch black, 
taking the tube and sipping more of the elixir. With that, her gem 
returned to its usual yellow and she became her usual self again. 


"You okay, Mom?" Juniper asked with concern. 


"Oh, what happened?" Eda groaned in confusion, not remembering 
anything that happened. "Ugh! | have the worst headache and my 
mouth tastes like roadkill." Like on que, she threw up a large pellet 
which split open to reveal the Snaggleback, the pink demon still 
alive. 


"I'm just gonna lie here for a minute." He tiredly said. 
"It happened again, didn't it?" Eda said with a look of regret. 


"Yeah, luckily we managed to get this to ya." Juniper said with a 
reassuring smile, holding up the elixir. 


"| was wondering where that went." Eda said as took her elixir from 
her daughter's hands. 


"Actually, that's not the one you had before." | said as me and King 
walked up to her. "King here took it while you were out and we 
ended up spilling it downstairs." 


"Yeah, but we managed to find another in your closet." King said to 
her. 


"King? King?!" Eda said as she furiously glared at the demon. "You 
stole my elixir? | oughta break every bone in your..." 


"Wait! Before you do that, look over there." | said before motioning 
over to the corner of the room with a smile, Luz doing more Light 
Glyphs with a pen and a notepad, tapping the symbol she drew and 
causing the paper to fold up and transform into a light orb of light 
before floating up to join the others above all of us. After she did one, 
| then started walking over to Luz. "Pretty cool, huh? She's been 
doing this since we got you back up here." 


"Hey, can | try that?" Juniper asked as she went over to our human 
friend. With a nod, Luz then gave the pen to Juniper where the witch 
girl drew the symbol the best way she could before tapping it, 


making the paper crumble up into a light ball that float above which 
made her chuckle. "Okay, this is pretty cool." 


"Wow." Eda said as | turned to see her bewildered look as she 
looked at the orbs of light that continued to float around. "How is she 
doing that?" 


"She's using a Light Glyph." | told her. "I'm not sure how, but she 
managed to find one in your spell circle earlier. Good thing she did or 
we wouldn't have been able to get you back to normal." 


"Hey, Eda?" King said as he looked at the Owl Lady in shame. "I, 
uh... kind of messed up a bunch of things back there and | just 
wanted to say... I'm sorry." 


"Well you better be." Eda firmly said, making him flinch. "I got a long 
list of disgusting chores with your name on it." She then calmed 
down as me and the girls walked over. "But it's not entirely your 
fault." 


"Yeah, it isn't." Juniper said. "Mom, | think it's time to come clean." 


"Yeah, | guess you're right." Eda said with a sigh. "I haven't been 
completely honest with you guys. When | was young, | was cursed." 
She then picked up her elixir bottle. "I don't know how exactly it 
happened, only that, if | don't take my elixir, well... that's why people 
call me the ‘Owl Lady’." 


"Yeah, and believe me, | was shocked when | found out about it." 
Juniper told us. 


"Hey, | didn't tell ya for a reason." Eda told her daughter. "I'm your 
mom, which means it's my job to be worried about you, not the other 
way around. 


"Is that why you live all the way out here?" | asked her, feeling sorry 
for her. "Or why Juni's was so eager to go on that fake quest?" 


"Yeah. It's also the reason why Juni hadn't met her dad either. When 
| told her about it, she's been trying to find a way to break the curse." 
Eda said. "I try to tell her not to, but like her dad, she's too stubborn 
to quit. Nobody like's having a curse, but if you take the right steps, 
it's... manageable." 


"Yeah, but it also helps if have the right people to help take those 
steps." | told her. "You should've told us about this. Take it from me, 
pushing people away only make things harder for yourself." 


"Heh. You know, Axel said the same thing to me." Eda said as she 
managed a smile. "Starting to think you're both right." 


"You sure you're okay?" Luz asked in concern. 
"There's nothing to worry about." She told us. "It's all under control." 


"Is it?" Juniper said as she kneeled beside her mother, clearly not 
buying it. 


"Juni, | promise you, it is." Eda said with a smile before she kissed 
her daughter's forehead. "And as long as no one steals my elixir... 
King..." She pointedly glared at the skull demon. "Then I'm fine." She 
then motioned to Luz. "But hey! Look at this! Ahuman doing magic. 
Good on you, kid." 


"Well, | had some encouragement from a great teacher." She said, 
looking at King. 


"Oh, you..." He said as he gave a playful wave at the compliment. 
"Hey, hey!" Hearing that familiar voice echoing through the house, 
we then remembered that we had left Hooty on the floor. "Is anyone 
there? Hello? Hoot! I'm on the floor! It's cold!" 


"Well, looks like someone's finally up." Juniper flatly commented. 


"That voice..." King exclaimed in annoyance before he trudged out 
of the room. "That horrific voice!" 


"We'll take care of him. You stay in bed." Luz said to Eda before 
picking up the Snaggleback. "Come on, you goopy fella. We'll set 
you free now." 


"Ow, ow, ow! | think my tail was digested." The pink demon winced 
as Luz then started carrying him. 


| was about to join her until | paused and looked back at the 
Clawthornes, Juniper looking at her mother in concern. 
Remembering what | just found, | knew that | needed to talk to her as 
| needed to see if my Suspicions were correct. 


"Uh, I'll be right down." | said to my friend, getting her to stop at the 
door and turn to me. "I need to talk to Eda for a bit first." 


"Okay." Luz said before she then walked out of the room, leaving 
only me, Juniper, and Eda present there, the witch girl checking on 
her mother. 


"Uh, Eda?" | said, getting the attention of the two. "I got something to 
ask. It has something to do with today." 


"DK, my mom just turned back from the Owl Beast." Juniper said to 
me, confused. "I don't really think she's..." 


"It's okay, Juni." Eda said to her daughter. "I can still talk to him. 
Besides, | think | already know what he wants to talk about." 


"You sure?" Juniper asked, getting a nod from Eda. "Alright then." 
"Okay, so what's up, kid?" Eda said to me. 


"It's nothing, just..." | said, picking my words carefully. "During the 
chaos when your curse acted up, | found something." 


"What did you find?" Eda asked me with concern. 


"Well... | found this." | said as | then pulled out the picture that fellow 
out of the Owl Lady's pillow and showed it to her. 


The picture was of her and my dad, both of the looking a little 
younger with Eda having short orange hair, smiling as each was 
holding a little baby wrapped in a blanket with Eda holding a baby 
with witch ears and my dad holding one with human ears. In 
between them was a little boy with neatly combed orange hair and 
yellow eyes who | knew was my brother when he was eight. All three 
of them were smiling happily as the two babies were sleeping. The 
sight of it made Eda's widen with surprise before she then sighed. 


"| knew it. So you found out, huh?" Eda said to me as | gave her 
back the picture. "How long have you known?" 


"Not long. | only just realized it today." | told her. "Before today, the 
things that led me to figuring things out didn't make much sense to 
me. It was only after finding out about your elixir, seeing your curse, 
and especially finding that photo that | could piece it together." 


"Piece it together?" Juniper asked before she went over to look at 
the photo Eda had, the Owl Lady smiling at it while her daughter was 
not really catching on to what | was saying. "Hey, hang on. Is that 
you? And Mr. Frank?" 


"Yep. This photo was taken a week after you were born." Eda said to 
her. 


"A week after | was born? Wait!" Juniper said as she then realized 
something. "That baby you're holding. Is that...?" 


"Yeah, that's you, Juni." Eda told her daughter before she then 
started pointing at the picture, telling who the other children were. 
"And the little guy there is Ryuji and the kid in between all of us is 
Ben." 


"Wait, Ben? As in DK's big bro?" Juniper said as she was surprised 
by all this. "Wait, were me and Ryuji born on the same day?" 


"Yeah, you were." Eda said. 


"But | don't get it. Why would you take a picture with DK's pops and 
bro while me and him were still babies? And where's Dad or DK's 
mom?" | couldn't help but snicker for Juniper not figuring it out 
already, something which didn't go unnoticed by her. "Hey, what's so 
funny?" 


"Sorry, it's just that... you're struggling with something that's clearly 
obvious.” | told her. 


"What ya talking about, DK?" Juniper asked me in confusion. 


"Think about it." | said before | then gave her the pieces. "Adegast 
said that Eda would give everything to save me, there was no 
Marilyn Clarkson at Hexside but she was there around the same 
time my dad was, me and her drink the same elixir, me and you have 
the same color hair and eyes, my father was a human and my 
mother was a witch?" Juniper then took a moment to think about it 
as she took it all in. When she finally gasped in shock, | Knew she 
finally got what | was getting at. 


"Wait, Mom..." Juniper said as she turned to Eda who smiled at her. 
"You're Marilyn Clarkson?" 


"Yeah, that's the name | went with while living in the human realm." 
Eda said to her. 


"But that means that you are... And he is..." Juniper spoke out in 
disbelief of what she heard, pointing around the place. "And my dad 
is... And I'm... Me and DK are..." 


"Brother and sister." Eda finished her. "Twins to be exact." 


"Believe me, l'm just as shocked as you." | told Juniper. "I had no 
idea | had a sister, let alone a twin." | then turned to Eda. "But the 
one thing | don't get is why you didn't you tell us the truth about you 
and Dad before?" 


"Well, | did want to tell, but | wasn't sure how to tell you." Eda told us. 
"| mean, you had grown up without me in your life while | stayed here 
taking care of your sister. Honestly, | thought the shock would've 
been a bit too much for you. You could only stay with me for a 
summer after all." 


"Yeah, but you still could've told me about it." Juniper spoke up, 
looking pretty upset. "I mean seriously! | bumped into him a bunch of 
times and | only just found out that he was my dad! All this time, | 
wondered where he was and he was just a portal trip away!" 


"Juni..." Eda said after seeing how upset Juniper was as she kept 
on. 


"| mean, Mr. Frank is so cool! He was a human who actually fought 
against the system for witches like us, made his own track, and 
almost made his own coven which | could've joined in a heartbeat! 
Not to mention that he's a Fire Dragon who makes badass weapons 
like DK's sword! To find out he's my dad, | really can't believe it!" 


"Juni?" 


"And | have two totally frickin' awesome bros! You always told me | 
was an only child!" 


"| didn't say that..." 


"And | could have met a whole other family | didn't Know I was part 
of! Why would you keep all this away from me?" 


"Juniper!" Eda said as she got up and grabbed Juniper by the 
shoulders. "Calm down. | understand you're upset, but | didn't tell 
you for a reason. If you just settle down and listen, I'll explain 
everything." After a moment of silence, Juniper took a deep breath to 
calm herself. 


"Fine. But | want nothing but the truth, got it?" 


"Got it and I'll give nothing but that." Eda told her as she then let go 
and we all sat down, the elder witch sitting in her nest. "Now | know 
what | did what was wrong, keeping the truth about this family away 
from both of you, but I did this for a reason. To understand, I'll start at 
the beginning." She then took a deep breath as she began to tell us 
what had led to this. "Before | got cursed, | was pretty happy with 
life. | had a great life, a couple of good friends, and someone who 
was more to me than a friend." 


"That someone was Dad, right?" | asked her with a smile. 


"Yeah. Your dad was the greatest guy | had ever met." Eda told me 
as she smiled at her reminiscence. "He was the most amazing man 
in the Boiling Isles. Strong, brave, helpful, and humbly cute. But he 
had his moments when he was as hot as dragon fire." Seeing her 
shiver with a blush and a smile, | became uncomfortable from seeing 
that was a shiver of pleasure. "Just thinking about this gives me 
goosebumps." 


“Ewwww!" Juniper said as | gagged with the same disgust she had. 


"Ugh! Could've gone my whole life without knowing that." | said with 
a Shiver of discomfort. 


"Hey, you should be flattered, Ryuji." Eda told me with a smirk. 
"Means you could have chances with some pretty girls too, like your 
little human friend.” 


"What?" | said as | gained a blush. "Mom!" 


"Sorry, just had to see that look on your face. Reminds me so much 
of your dad." Eda said a little chuckle. "In all seriousness, | loved 
Axel with all my heart. He was everything | ever wanted in a man. Of 
course, | wasn't the only one who wanted him as there were plenty 
of witches who were crushing on him. But, out of all of them, | was 
the only one he ever had eyes on. We were always together ever 
since the day we met. | don't know what such an amazing guy like 
him ever saw in a little witch like me." 


"Well, Fire Dragons have always been sort of unique enigmas." | told 
her. 


"Yeah, and your dad was the most unique. Having him by my side 
made me the happiest woman in the world." Eda said with a little 
chuckle before she then lost her smile. "Of course, when | got 
cursed, | thought | would lose that happiness. As you already know, | 
have no idea who cursed me or why they did it, only that this curse 
caused a lot of problems. These problems didn't make life easy for 
me." 


[Flashback. 30 years ago] 


Within a darkened room, a teenage Eda is lying in bed witha 
troubled look on her face and her back facing the door. Looking over 
to a nearby dresser, she sees a picture of her and a teenage Axel 
who smiled as she kissed him on the cheek. She sighs as she felt 
that was a moment she could never relive. 


Eda: It was a really hard time for me. | was young and barely knew 
what to do with something like this, especially when it led to people 
getting hurt. 


Ryuji: | know the feeling. A curse like this isn't something you can 
just roll with. 


Sure, Big Bro found a way to do that, but it's not the same for all of 
us. 


Eda: You got that right, kiddo. 

At that point, after it showed up, all | wanted was to be alone. Pretty 
much everybody had no problem with it as they were all pretty much 
afraid of me, afraid of the monster | was. 


Well, all except for one... 


Eda soon turned slightly so she could look to the door after hearing a 
pounding on it, the door possessing a yellow barrier on it. 


"Eda, you in there?" Said a voice from the other side. "It's me. Axel. | 
came here to see if you're okay." 


"Go away, Axel." Eda sadly said as she laid back down, keeping her 
back to the door. 


"Eda, please." Axel said to her as Eda grabbed her pillow and held it 
close. "I need to know if you're okay." 


"I'm just fine, Axel." 

"You don't sound like you're okay." 

"I'm okay, Axe. Really." 

"Eda, | know you're lying. Just come out." 

"Go away, Axel!" 

"I'm not leaving until | Know you're okay." 

"| said 'go away'!" 

"Eda, come on! | just want to help! If you let me in, then..." 

"Just stop! Just... stop! Look, | know you're trying to help because 
we're together, but you're not! This is something you can't help me 
with!" 

"Eda, don't say that. This is just a rough patch. Besides, we're..." 


"No, we're not! Alright? We're not a thing! Not anymore! Honestly, I'm 
not sure we ever will be!" 


"Eda, | know you don't mean that! Please, can't we just talk?" 


"Axel, just drop! Do yourself and just go!" Eda yelled as tears flowed 
from her eyes. There was a moment of silence before Axel gave out 
a sigh and spoke again. 


"Fine, have it your way.” 


After hearing him walk away, Eda quickly wiped away her tears as 
she kept the pillow close to her. 


Within a darkened room, a teenage Eda is lying in bed with a 
troubled look on her face and her back facing the door. Looking over 
to a nearby dresser, she sees a picture of her and a teenage Axel 
who smiled as she kissed him on the cheek. She sighs as she felt 
that was a moment she could never relive. 


Juniper: Geez! Way harsh, Mom. 
Eda: Believe me, | hated myself for saying that. 


| Knew he just came to me wanting to help, but | was scared and | 
didn't want him or me to get hurt. | thought pushing him away was 
the only way to keep him safe. | would be lying if | said it didn't break 
my heart to do that. 


Of course, your dad wasn't willing to give up that easily. 


Just when Eda thought she could continue wallowing in despair, she 
was met with surprise as she heard footsteps come to her door. After 
turning her body halfway in the direction, an explosion rang from 
outside the door which caused the barrier to break. Sitting up, Eda 
then watched as the door fell to the floor, revealing a teenage Axel 
dressed in a Hexside uniform with azure sleeves, his right sleeve 
having a golden cuff that had nine different colored rings on it, and a 
staff that had a wooden falcon on top of it with glowing green eyes in 
hand. Axel then stepped into the room as the falcon's eyes closed. 


"Axe!" Eda said with shock as Axel placed the staff against a wall by 
the door. 


"Hey, you let me no choice, Eda." Axel told her. "If you weren't gonna 
come out of here, then | was coming in." As Eda glared at him, Axel 
then started walking forward. "Like | said, I'm not leaving until..." He 
paused as he caught the pillow Eda threw at him before he then 
tossed it aside. "Eda!" 


"I told you | don't want your help!" 
"| know that, but | refuse to leave you here like this." 


"Axel, just... leave me alone." Eda crossed her arms as she turned 
away from him with her eyes closed tightly in constraint. 


"Eda, please..." Axel said as he walked over to her with a pleading 
look. 


"| said LEAVE ME ALONE!" After she instantly turned around, Axel 
then dodged two swipes from Eda who now had black eyes, fangs in 
her mouth, and clawed hands covered in feathers. Axel then ducked 
as Eda tried to pounce him, the cursed witch landing outside the 
door before getting up. After turning around, Eda then tried to swipe 
at Axel again, the Fire Dragon doing his best to dodge them. On the 
fourth swipe, Axel managed to catch Eda's hand by the wrist before 
catching the other as she tried to get herself free. 


"Eda!" he held both her hands up as he looked at her, his girlfriend 

screeching out as she struggled to get free. "Eda, look at me! Look 
at me!" With that, Eda then looked at Axel in the eye, giving the Fire 
Dragon a growl. "Calm down." 


After a moment of looking into each other's eyes, Eda's glare of 
anger was turned into surprise by Axel's determination to help her. 
Before long, the feathers molted off as her hands turned back to 
normal along with her teeth as she stopped gritting them. With a 


blink of them, Eda's eyes returned to normal as they then began to 
fill with tears. 


"Axel..." Eda said as the tears then left her eyes. "You bonehead." 
As Eda sniffled a little, Axel regained his calm demeanor as he then 
let go of Eda's wrist and gently pulled her into a hug, giving her his 
shoulder as she then began to cry while returning the hug. 

"Eda, it's okay." Axel smiled as they broke the hug while still holding 
each other in each other's arms, wiping a tear from Eda's eyes. 
"We're going to get this, | promise.” 

"But what if we can't?" Eda gave Axel a look of concern. "What if we 
can't fix this? What if I'm stuck like this? What if | end up hurting 
everyone?" 

"I'm not gonna let that happen. We will find a way." 

"Axey..." 


"E, please. I'm not letting you do this alone. Us weirdos got to stick 
together. Besides, we're Axeda, remember? The day and night..." 


"Darkness and light." Eda finished with a smile. "Axel and Eda, us 
against the world." 


"Together forever." 


"Always." Saying that at the same time, the two then embraced each 
other, happy to have the one special to them in their lives. 


Eda: No matter how much | tried to push him away, your dad refused 
to let me do things alone. 
Ryuji: Dad did say that he couldn't imagine his life without you in it. 


You are his Flare Flower after all. 


Juniper: "His Flare Flower"? 
That's a weird pet name. 
Ryuji: Actually it's not really much a pet name. 


It's something Fire Dragons like him call someone truly special to 
them. It's their way of calling that certain person their one and only 
true love. 


Eda: He's right and that's how important | was to him. 


| had come to realize that | was actually okay with this. Despite the 
problems that come with it, | wouldn't really care as long as | had 
Axel by my side. 


After some crazy shit happened, | left the Boiling Isles with your dad 
and went on to live in the human world. Living there, he had me stay 
with him and his family. 


| didn't think they would accept me because | came from the Isles, 
but they were willing to help me and welcomed me in. 


[Human Realm] 


Inside of a suburban house, we see a woman with short brown hair 
opening the white door and is surprised to find Axel and Eda 
standing there, Eda giving an awkward smile as she waves at her 
while Axel stands beside her with a smile. Though it seemed she 
wasn't expecting it, the woman smiled as she then went over and 
gave Eda a hug, a gesture which Eda happily accepts. After they 
break the hug, the three of them then walk inside. 


Eda: In order to make sure | didn't freak anyone out, your dad got 
me a concealment stone. 


Sure, the only thing it hid was my ears, but it was enough so | could 
be able to walk out of the house and blend in. 


In the living room of the house, Axel holds up a black string necklace 
with a yellow stone on it to Eda before he then places it around her 
neck. In a puff of yellow smoke, Eda's ears become circular human 
ears instead of her pointed witch ears. Amazed by this, Eda then 
turned to Axel as the two smiled at each other. 


Eda: | also changed my name to one that sounded more... human. 
Ryuji: Marilyn Clarkson. 
Eda: That's right. 


And, to help make sure the curse didn't cause any trouble, Axel had 
some relatives go to the Boiling Isles and bring back plenty of the 
elixir | needed. 


Before | came there, | never thought | would ever like living in the 
human realm, but your dad was one who knew how to give a girla 
good time. 


At a carnival, Axel and Eda are seen walking around with Eda having 
an arm wrapped around Axel's. Instead of uniforms, Eda is dressed 
is in a yellow crop top, a red, open, zipper-less, hooded jacket, anda 
pair of shorts and Axel is dressed in a long-sleeve shirt with black 
and blue horizontal stripes, and blue jeans. We then see them 
enjoying what the fair has to offer such as riding a roller coaster, 
walking through a house of mirrors, and doing bumper cars before 
sharing some cotton candy with Axel feeding some to Eda, the 
young witch enjoying the taste of the sweet treat. 


When then cut to see Axel and Eda walking around a darkened 
hallway decorated with cobwebs and luminescent Halloween 
decorations with Axel dressed as a medieval knight and Eda in her 
Hexside uniform and without her concealment stone. As they turn the 
corner, two people jump out in front of them, one wearing a hockey 
mask and wielding a chainsaw and the other dressed in a black 
cloak and ghost mask. Their effort to try and scare them didn't work 
as the couple only had a little laugh before walking away, leaving the 
two scarers confused. 


We then cut to a stadium where Axel and Eda are at a football game 
with Eda a velvet foam finger and Axel wearing a matching football 
jersey. They both cheer out as the team their rooting for makes a 
touchdown. Looking over to the stadium's jumbo screen, Axel and 
Eda watch as it showed a Kiss Cam view, switching from different 
pairs until it stops on them with the screen showing a heart with them 
in it. Though surprised by this as they look at each, the two then 
smile as they share a kiss with the crowd cheering for them. 


Eda: Axel was everything | ever hoped for and more. 


Smart, kind, charming. He was the total package. 


We then cut to a park as Axel and Eda were dressed in the clothes 
they had on in the carnival as Axel hands her a beautiful bouquet of 
flowers, Eda accepting them and taking a whiff of them before 
smiling at her boyfriend with a blush, touched by the affection. 


Eda: After graduating from high school along with college, the two of 
us soon decided to make a life together. 


We moved to the place where we had used the last place where we 
ever used a portal and decided to make a home for us. 


Ryuji: The old cabin in the woods, back at Gravesfield! 
Eda: That's right. 


And, thanks to the key, we managed to turn our own front door into a 
portal exit so we would be able to access the Isles whenever we 
wanted. 


Ryuji: That explains why the portal is connected to it. 


Hey, by the way, where did you guys find a portal from the Boiling 
Isles to the human realm? 


Eda: Let's save that as a story for another day. 


Anyway... 


[Time skip: 7 years later] 


Out in a familiar neck in the woods, we see an adult Axel and Eda 
walking around with Eda wearing a pair of jean shorts, a white t-shirt 
with a hot pink collar, a black leather jacket, black leggings, a familiar 
pair of red boots and Axel wearing a blue flannel shirt, a pair of 
jeans, and brown loafers. After stopping, the two smile at the clear 
field before they instantly got to work with building equipment on 
hand. After some time, they two managed to build a brand new 
house that would later become the abandoned cabin. We then cut to 
Axel who uses the portal key Eda has on the front door, putting it in 
the keyhole and turning it like he was either locking or unlocking it. 
After doing so, he removed the key and opened it to reveal an open 
field in the Boiling Isles, Axel and Eda smiling at each other. 


Eda: Now that we were old enough and living on our own, me and 
Axel went on to buy the supply of elixirs on our own. 


In order to make enough snails for every restock, we sold elixirs to 
people on the Isles. Believe it or not, business was booming back 
then. | honestly have no idea how Axel was able to get people to buy 
the stuff we had. 


We then cut to the Boiling Isles marketplace as Eda and Axel who 
were in disguise were at their stand as they sold potions and elixirs 
to other witches and warlocks. As Eda took the money from paying 
customers, she turned to Axel as they two smiled at each other. 


Eda: Axel was the man who truly made my life complete. 
Every moment with him just seemed to get better and better. 


It was because of him that | got to have special moments that | didn't 
even think | would get. Going from being boyfriend and girlfriend to 
husband and wife... 


We then cut to a wedding chapel to see Axel who was dressed ina 
black tux with a black bow tie as he holds hands with Eda who was 
dressed in a beautiful white wedding dress, the two smiling at each 
other before they then kissed to signify their marriage, the crowd 
made of their closest friends from the human world and Axel's family 
cheering out to congratulate them, the brown-hair woman from 
before who is no doubt Axel's mother crying tears of joy as she was 
happy her son found someone to spend his life with. 


Eda: To starting a family together. 
Everything was perfect. 


Juniper: Yeah, until me and DK came along. 


Eda: Juni, what happened had nothing to do with you or Ryuji. 


Juniper: Oh, yeah. Then what was it? 


Eda: What had happened... was because of me. 


We then cut to the front of the cabin as Axel and Eda stood there on 
the porch dressed in the clothes they had on when they built their 
home, the two smiling at the little sleeping baby Eda was holding. 
Wrapped in a white blanket with strands of orange hair on his head 
and a little red dragon tail sticking out a crack at the side of the 
blanket, and pointed ears like Eda. After the baby yawned, Axel 
gently hugged his wife and son, Eda gladly accepting it. 


Eda: It was only a few weeks after you were born. 


Expect for you two having one gray eye from getting some of my 
curse, Titan knows why it happened with you two and not your 
brother, nothing seemed to be wrong. In fact, besides Juni's ears, 
you two looked like normal, healthy babies. Boy, was Ben happy to 
meet ya. 


Juniper: But if things were fine, how come you came back to the 
Isles and took me with you. 


Ryuji: She did it because of her curse, Juni. 
Dad told me that it had gotten worse after I-well, we were born. 
Eda: Yeah, it did. 


Before, | was able to keep myself from transforming. But by then | 
was starting to have less of a handle on it. 


One time | actually transformed and went on a rampage through 
town. | was lucky that Axel was there to save me and turn me back 
before | caused too much damage. 


Ryuji: It wasn't your fault. 


Dad told me the only reason you did that was because that defeated 
Dargon kidnapped me. 


Juniper: Wait, you got kidnapped by one of those evil fire 
elementals? 


Ryuji: Yeah, a defeated one named Kevin Shutzman. 


She only got mad because that guy was trying to use me asa 
hostage. 


Eda: | know, but it still doesn't make up for what happened. 


Ryuji: But everyone's forgotten all about that. They all think it was 
just some made-up story. 


Eda: Yeah, but that's when I was starting to think that it wasn't such 
a good idea for me to stick around the human world. 


| had been living there for eighteen years and the curse was just 
getting harder to deal with. While | appreciated Axel for trying his 
best to help me, | didn't want him to waste so much time in trying to 
break the curse. 


After that, | told Axel that | decided to go back to the Isles since it 
was the only place that could handle something like me and that | 
was going to break the curse by myself. Your dad tried his best to get 
me to stay. | wanted to stay just as much as he wanted me to, but | 
was too afraid of what was going to happen. Took a lot of begging, 
but | finally got him to let me go back. 


He gave me the portal key so | could come back. He gave Juni to me 
because he didn't want both twins to grow up without a mom. 


[Time skip: 8 years later] 


We cut to the inside of the cabin as Eda is sitting in a chair while 
holding a baby Ryuji and Juniper in her arms, Eda smiling happily at 
her twin children. We then cut to the two babies sitting on the floor 
while an eight-year-old Ben makes funny faces at them, causing the 
twins to laugh. From afar, Eda and Axel (the husband now sporting a 
mustache) smile at their children getting along. 


We then cut to Eda in her Owl Beast form as she charges through 
some streets, people running away from her in a panic. Cutting to 
the woods, we see Axel as he gives Eda an elixir, turning her back to 
normal as he holds her in his arms. 


We then cut to the cabin as Eda and Axel are talking with each other, 
Axel trying to change Eda's mind about going back to the Isles while 
Eda tries to convince Axel to let her go, Axel even taking both her 
hands as he pleaded for her to stay. 


We then cut to outside the cabin as Axel stands in front of Ben who 
was holding Ryuji while Eda stood between her husband and the 
door, her back facing the door as she wore the portal key around her 
neck and held on to Juniper. Both twins were fast asleep while their 
older brother looked like he was about to cry while Eda and Axel 
looked at each other with sad expressions. Having a single hug 
goodbye, Axel stood there as Eda walked to the door, her hand 
slowly leaving his. As Ben goes to stand by his father as Eda 
reaches the door, she looks back at her husband and her sons, not 
wanting to leave as much as them. Taking a deep breath, Eda opens 
the door and steps through, the door instantly shutting before giving 
off a bright flash. 


[End of Flashback] 


[Ryuji] 


"And ever since then, I've been living here, trying to deal with my 
curse and taking care of the only daughter | have." Eda said as she 
finished her story. "Before | left, me and your dad decided not to tell 


you about either of us as a way of keeping you both safe. We both 
knew if you had known you had family just on the other side of a 
portal, you two would probably get into trouble from trying to get to 
them." 


"Yeah, but for good reason." Juniper said as she looked down at the 
floor. 


"Juni, | Know that you're upset and you have every right to be." Eda 
said with a sad look. "Back then, a part of me had told me not to go 
and to stay with our family. Keeping all this from you was nothing but 
selfish and, for that, I'm sorry." She then turned to me as | looked at 
her with pity. "Ryuji, | bet you're upset too. You no doubt tried so hard 
to look for a mom who you now know only ran away because she 
was afraid of what was going on. | missed out on your first steps, 
your first words, your first spell. | wanted nothing more than to see 
you grow up and become the strong, brave man | knew you could 
be. | love you just as much as Juni and Ben. I'd get you're too angry 
at me to even forgive me, but I just want you to know that I'm..." 
From there, | then grabbed her into a hug. 


"You don't need to apologize. | understand." | said to her as | let 
tears of joy leave my eyes. "I'm just glad that | got to finally meet my 
mom and see she's okay." 


"Thanks, Ryuji." Eda said as she returned the hug, where | looked up 
to see her smiling at me. We then turned to see Juniper sitting there 
with her arms crossed, trying her best to look away as she pretended 
she didn't want to join in the hug. "Juni, don't be like that." 


"Yeah, come on and hug Mom, sister." | told her. 


It took a moment, but she sighed in defeat and went over, me and 
Eda getting her into the hug. It took a moment but my sister smiled 
as she then returned the hug, joining me as we hugged her-no, our 
mom in a family embrace. 


"Okay, so you're my mom." | said after we broke the hug and | wiped 
away my tears. "Guess it makes sense seeing I'm following in your 
footsteps as much as Dad." 


"Yeah, just like me." Juniper said as she gave me a playful nudge. 


"Yeah, though | had a feeling me and you were related." | told her 
with a smug smile. 


"How so?" My twin asked. 


"Your necklace." | pointed to the accessory Dad gave her. "It haves 
the Vallite royal crest, a symbol to show someone who's a member 
of the royal family of Valla. Of course, | thought you might've been a 
cousin or something, but not my sister." 


"Really? Even after you just pointed out the obvious?" She arced a 
brow at me, getting a shrug out of me. 


"Okay, you two." Mom said as she pat us both on the head. "Now 
that we got all this taken care of, how about you two head downstairs 
and help clean up?" 


"Got it, Mom." Juniper said. 


"Yeah, we're on it." | said before | then remembered something | 
wanted to ask her. "Oh, by the way, can we keep the fact that you're 
my mom and Juni's my sister a secret from Luz? As much as | would 
want her to know this, | know she's just going to ask you all kinds of 
questions about this family, specifically the Clawthorne side which | 
know isn't something you'll be comfortable with telling her about it 
yet, especially after what happened.” 


"Yeah, I'm not in the mood for revealing any more of my past than | 
already have today." Mom said to me. "Okay then. Nothing leaves 
this room until you want it." 


"Thanks, Oka-san." | told her. 


"Oka-san?" Mom asked me in surprise. 

"Yeah, it means 'mother'." | explained. "I thought | could call you that 
until we let Luz in on this family secret. She only knows a little 
Japanese, so it'll be fine." 

"Oh. Okay then." Mom said, approving the idea. 


"Hey, since you can't actually call me your sis," Juniper spoke up, 
"do you have any Japanese you can call me?" 


"Hmm..." | said as | thought about it. "How about 'Onee-san'?" 
"Onee-san. | like it." She said, liking it. 


"Okay then. Now let's go and help Luz and King out." | said as | then 
stood up. 


"Right. Race you down the stairs, bro!" Juniper said as she did the 
same before she rushed out the door. 


"Hey!" | said as | then followed her out, stopping at the door as | 
looked back at Mom. "You sure you're gonna be okay, Mom?" 


"Yeah, I'll be fine." Mom waved off my concern. "Now go help the 
girls." 


"Okay. Just call if you need anything." | said to her with a smile. 
“Love ya!" 


"Love you too, kiddo." Mom said as | then rushed down the stairs to 
help out. 


[No one's view] 
After he leaves, Eda sighs in contentment as she then lays in her 


nest, happy knowing that her son knew the truth and that he didn't 
hate her for what she did. 


"He called me 'Mom'. He really is a sweet boy." Eda said as she then 
drifted off to sleep. 


[Eda's dream] 


Instantly opening her eyes, Eda found herself in a dull gray area, 
standing in front of a door that resembled much like the one she had 
in her flashback as low whispering echoed through the very area. 


"No... Not this again..." Eda said with fear before the door suddenly 
opened with a bright white light, revealing a blurred-out silhouette of 
a person that appeared to have large white eyes. "You! You're the 
one who cursed me, aren't you?" Eda got no reply, only more 
whispers. "Hey, I'm talking to you! Who are you? Who are you?" As 
she reached out to them, the door suddenly slammed shut, making 
her tumble back and bump into something as the area turned 
completely pitch black. 


Hearing the sound of a deep low growl, Eda slowly looked up and 
locked her eyes with two solid glowing red orbs that stared down at 
her while accompanied by a set of sharp fangs. She was terrified, 
frozen in fear, and the only thing she could do was scream as it 
roared while lunging its open jaw at her. 


[Eda's room] 


Suddenly shooting up awake while gasping in shock, she quickly 
examined her surroundings and was a bit relieved to know that it 
was only a dream. 


"Oh." Eda said before she held up the picture Ryuji had given back 
to her, giving a sad sigh as she wipes away a stray tear while looking 
down at the picture. "I really wish you were here, Axe." 


[Ryuji] 


Awhile after getting downstairs, we were finally able to fix the 
damages to the Owl House and clean up the mess, me using my 
combo spell of Healing Magic and Construction Magic to help with 
the damages. | even used it to get Hooty's door back on its hinges. 
By the time | was done, | felt the sunshine over the house as the 
boiling rain had passed. 


"Welcome to the Boo-Boo Buddy Club, Hooty." Luz said as she was 
finished putting bandages on the claw marks on the door left by the 
Owl Beast. 


"Finally, | get to be a part of something!" The guardian happily said. 


"Hey, Luz." | said as | got her attention. "I really got to say, you blew 
me away back there with that Light Glyph. Great job learning your 
first spell." 


“Thanks, DK. Now you're not the only magic user anymore." Luz 
said, playfully nudging me. 


After everything that happened, | was so happy that | couldn't help 
but reach out and pull Luz into a hug. 


"Ry-Ryuji?" Luz stuttered, surprised by this. 


"Thanks for being here, Luz. I'm glad you're here." | said to her with 
a smile. 


"Me too." Luz said as | could feel her smile as she returned the hug. 
[No one's view] 


"Well, that's the last of it." Juniper said while dusting her hands off 
before she looked with surprise at Ryuji and Luz hugging. She 
smiled as she saw Luz's light blush which no doubt came from Ryuji 
complimenting her. 


"And then she had teeth in her stomach, teeth in her stomach!" 
Hearing the Snaggleback's voice, Juniper turned to see him talking 


to King who was writing it down. "Can you believe that?" 


"Getting info on the Owl Beast, King?" Juniper asked as she walked 
over to the little demon. 


"Oh, yeah." King said, showing his drawing of the Owl Beast along 
with the notes he took. "This'll make a great addition to my demon 
book." 


"That book is filled with so many interesting things, like this." 
Snaggleback said as he picked up said demon book, showing the 
Supposedly accurate picture of him. "I'm one of the strongest 
demons on the Boiling Isles, huh?" 


"That's what it says." Juniper bluntly said. "Something that really isn't 
true. 


"Yeah, I'm gonna have to edit that." King added. 


"Oh." The pink demon sadly said. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Well, this turned out to be quite an eventful day. Me and Luz 
survived our first boiling rain storm, we saved the Owl House from 
the Owl Beast, Luz finally cast her first spell, and I finally got to meet 
my mom and got a new sister to boot. It was nice to see Eda-! mean, 
Mom opened up like that, especially with her relationship with the 
family. It definitely explained a few things, like my discomfort from 
when I met her and Juni. And now I know that the Owl House is the 
place to be in the Boiling Isles and that I can trust the most powerful 
witch on it to help me with my curse, especially now that I also got 
my twin helping me out too. | know that it might be a while before 
she's ready to talk about it, but | can't wait to learn more about my 
mom and the Clawthorne side of our family. Knowing all the different 
parts of me is just how I come to embrace all that I am as | work up 
to who I want to be, to make my family proud. All I can say that, as 


far as | can see with no pun intended, it's clear skies from here on 
out. DK out! 


Author's Note: Hey, guys! | hope you all like the new chapter. Now 
you finally know. Why Eda is called the Owl Lady and about her 
curse. | bet some of you were surprised to see that Eda was actually 
Ryuji's mother and that he and Juniper were twins the whole time, 
huh? At least now Ryuji had finally got to meet his mother and found 
his family in the Boiling Isles. Though many questions have been 
answered, new questions have arisen as well. Who was it that 
cursed Eda? What was the mysterious red-eyed beast from her 
dream? The answers await as the story continues. By the way, 
Teenage Axel is voiced by the same actor who is the voice of 
Benjamin Frank. And just wait as, in the next chapter, Luz and Ryuji 
will take a closer look at the Coven System. That's all | got for now. 
Don't forget to leave a comment to tell me what you think of it. See 
you all in the next chapter! 


Chapter 5: Covention 


Chapter 5: Covention 


Out in Bonesborough, me, Luz, Juniper, and Eda-| mean, Mom-were 
out in the streets, running Mom's "human trinkets" stand. A few days 
had passed since the Boiling Rain Day incident where me and Luz 
learned that the very witch helping us was cursed into turning into a 
vicious demon called the Owl Beast which is the reason why she 
was called the Owl Lady. It was a long day there, but it did reap 
some rewards. After we saved her, the Owl Lady revealed to me that 
she herself was actually the mom who | had been searching for all 
my life and that me and Juniper were actually twins. Needless to say, 
| was surprised but happy that | got to meet both my mom and the 
sister | didn't know | had. None of us had told Luz yet as Mom wasn't 
sure if she was ready for Luz's storm of questions once we told her 
the truth. | still called Mom "Oka-san" and Juniper "Onee-san" from 
time to time as part of the deal until we revealed everything about us. 
Anyway, the house was repaired and me and Luz continued to stay 
with my mom and sis. Right now, at the stand, we all waited around 
for customers to come by and buy stuff from us. Though business 
was really slow, so we all tried to keep ourselves busy until either a 
customer shows up or it was time to head back to the house. Mom 
was busy dusting the stuff we were gonna sell and Juniper was 
sleeping under the table while me and Luz were reading The Good 
Witch Azura, King listening in as we caught his interest. 


"Emboldened by the dishonor Hecate had shown, Azura lifted her 
staff to the cotton-candy skies and shouted 'I challenge you to a 
witch's duel!" Luz said as she read the book before using the corner 
to show a two-page flipbook of Azura and Hecate dueling each other 
with their magic clashing. "And look! | drew a flip book. Pew, pew, 
pew!" 


"Show me the picture!" King requested, Luz lowering the book to 
look at him. 


"What?" Luz said, confused. 


"Show me the picture!" The demon repeated his request, Luz 
granting it by showing him the images she drew before he 
responded in a smug tone. "Hah! | can draw better than that. You 
know, they once called me the 'King of Artists’." 


"Wait, | thought you were the King of Demons." Luz said as she 
raised an eyebrow. 


"Yeah, so did |." | added with the same look. "Is that true or are you 
just making this up now?" 


"He's making it up, obviously." Juniper chimed in as she got out from 
under the table and stood up. 


"Doesn't matter." King replied as my sister stretched, not caring a bit 
about her comment. "What's important is that my followers would 
leave me offerings in fear of me!" 


"Well, | can offer you more of this tantalizing book." Luz offered. 
"Ugh! Please don't." Juniper groaned out in annoyance. 


"Luz, stop reading that book." Mom said as she came out of the tent, 
holding a feather duster. "Its flowery language is an insult to witches 
and driving away all our serious customers." 


"Uh, Oka-san?" | said before gesturing to the streets which were void 
of any people, witch and demon alike. "What customers?" 


"Yeah, Mom." Juniper put in. "As much as | agree with ya about that 
book, we haven't seen one single person walk by or even go through 
this street in hours." 


"Yeah, they're right. And there aren't any other stands around either." 
Luz added before turning to Mom with concern, all of us noticing we 
were the only stand on the street. "What's going on?" 


"This is a bad omen." Mom said in a fearful tone. "There must be 
something horrible happening today." 


"Luz! Juni! Ryuji!" Hearing the familiar voice of Gus, we turned to see 
the little warlock along with Willow running up to us. "Something 
amazing is happening today!" 


"Gus! Willow! Hey!" Luz greeted our friends. 


"Hey, guys." | greeted them. "What exactly is going on today? Does it 
have to do with why the streets aren't flooded right now?" 


"Actually, yes." Willow said before she held up a poster that showed 
the picture of a young witch looking into a cauldron, the reflection of 
a grown-up witch showing in the brew along with some writing. 
Above the witch, it said "Covention" and said "Which coven are 
you?" on the cauldron. "It's the annual Covention!" 


"“Covention?" | asked, confused by this. 

"It's short for ‘Coven Convention’." Juniper explained with a 
nonchalant expression. "It's a thing all the covens get together for to 
show off what they got." 


"Yeah, she's right." Willow said. "Student witches and warlocks get to 
see all types of covens before they're placed in one." 


"So it's a job fair for witches?" | asked. 


"Well, yes. And look!" Willow confirmed before she pointed to some 
writing on the bottom of the poster that said "Mystery Guest!", 

keeping her excited smile. "There's even a mystery guest this year!" 
Luz gasped in excitement before she leaned up against her mentor. 


"Eda, can we go?" Luz eagerly asked. 


"Absolutely not." Mom answered, making Luz groan as she slid to 
the ground with a thud. 


"Luz, you do realize that this 'Covention' thing isn't something that 
neither me, Oka-san, or Onee-san can do, right?" | said to my friend. 
“The Emperor's Coven could be there and you know they're hunting 
me." 


"Yeah, and they'll arrest me and Mom on the spot if they found us." 
Juniper added. 


"See? Juni and Ryuji get it. Besides, | never joined a coven for a 
reason." Mom said to her. "Sure, it's like a fun club for witches, but 
you're also giving up your magical independence to be part ofa 
crooked system!" 


"Uh, Oka-san?" | said as | pointed to my friends from Hexside as 
Willow had a sad smile while Gus looked upset. 


"Eh, but you know, no judgement." The Owl Lady said. 

"She's not wrong." | said, speaking to my friends. "The Coven 
System has done nothing but split the people of the Isles apart. 
Which is why neither me or Juni want anything to do with it." 
"Yeah!" Juniper agreed as we then did a high-five. 

"And | don't want any part of it either." Mom said before she then 
looked away while pondering in thought. "That's why | haven't been 
to a Covention since we were girls." 

"Wait, 'we'?" | said, hearing what she said. "Did you just say 'we'?" 
"Oh, uh... l-1..." Mom stuttered as she realized what she said. 


"Who's 'we'?" Luz said as she then shot back up with a smile. 


"|... The... | mean..." She stuttered again before her student then 
pointed to her. 


"You have a mysterious past!" Luz exclaimed. "Now we gotta go!" 


"Yeah, I'm now interested to see how this will go." | said with a smile. 


"Well, you're not gonna see anything 'cause we ain't going." Mom 
said, crossing her arms. 


"How about you, Juni?" | asked my twin. "Want to see if we can 
uncover anything about Oka-san?" 


"As much | would like to do that, I'm the same as Mom." Juniper told 
me as she walked over to stand beside our mom. "There's no way 
I'm going to that thing." 


"Alright then." | said before | turned to Luz. "Luz, bust out the big 
guns." 


"With pleasure." Luz said before she then gave her book to King. 


"No." Juniper said as she and Mom looked at us with shock, realizing 
what we were doing. 


"Oh, yeah." | nodded before motioning to the demon. "King, read." 


"King, don't you dare." Juniper said, pointing a threatening finger at 
the little demon. 


"You shall not doeth more harm!’ Azura called out..." King said as he 
began reading out loud, much to the displeasure of my mom and sis. 


"Oh, so flowery..." Mom cringed in disgust. 

"So awful!" Juniper chimed in, feeling much the same. 

Mom then pulled out the portal key before using it to summon the 
portal she had. Seeing her and my twin trying to escape, Luz quickly 
grabbed King and tossed him through the portal, the little demon 
landing on my mom's head as he kept reading. 


"Hecate could only screech, screech as did she..." King said as he 
was then tossed through the portal. 


"Ni. San. Ichi." | said with a knowing smile, using my fingers as | 
counted down in Japanese. 


"Okay, okay! You win!" Mom said as she and Juniper came back. 
"We'll go to the Covention!" 


"Yeah! We'll do anything!" Juniper pleaded as she covered her ears 
with her hands. "Just make it stop!" 


Moments later, we were all standing in front of the building where the 
Covention was being held, its sign saying "Covention: Come find 
your coven!" While | smiled at the flat expressions of my mom and 
sister, Luz smiled with Gus and Willow as they were excited to be 
there. 


"Ooh! | can't believe we're here!" Luz squealed excitedly. "Think 
about how much we're gonna learn about covens! And all the kinds 
of magic they have!" 


"Okay, Luz. Calm down." | said with a chuckle as | gently put a hand 
on her shoulder. "You're acting like Ruby on her first day at Beacon." 


"Sorry." She said with an embarrassed smile. 
"Ruby?" Gus asked, confused by this. "Who's Ruby?" 


"Ruby Rose. She's this character from RWBY ." | explained to him. 
"A comic book series back in the human realm." 


"Ohhh." Gus said, understanding what | mean. "We have those here 
too. So is Ruby anything like Luz?" 


"Yeah, in more ways than one." | told him. "Which Luz takes a 
compliment as Ruby's her favorite character." 


"Yeah, 'cause she's awesome!" Luz exclaimed before telling our 
friends about Ruby. "Ruby Rose, a young newbie huntress who 


started out at Signal Academy under the teachings of her uncle Qrow 
Branwen, got a chance to become a real huntress by going to Signal 
Academy which is one of the top Huntsman Academies in all of 
Remnant! With her scythe Crescent Rose and beautiful rose petal 
Semblance, she leads Team RWBY as she follows in the footsteps of 
her late mom Summer Rose." 


"Wait, her name is Ruby and her team is named after her?" Gus 
said, surprised by this. 


"Well, the team's name is spelled with a 'w' instead of a 'u'." | told 
him, getting a raised brow from the warlock. "I'll explain later." | then 
whispered to him. "Between you and me, my Oka-san actually 
reminds me a lot of Qrow." 

"Really?" Gus asked with surprise. 


"Yeah, only Qrow is drunk all the time." | said with an amused smile. 
"Other than that, they pretty much act the same." 


"If you're done with your nerd talk, Ryuji," Juniper said as we turned 
to see her and King trying to help Mom put her cowl on, "mind 
helping us with Mom's hood?" 

"Yeah. We need to keep a low profile, remember?" Mom told me. 


"Oh, right. Coming, Oka-san!" | said before | then joined the trio 
helping my mom, stuffing her hair into the cowl. 


"Is the cowl really necessary?" Luz asked. 

"In this case? Yeah." | told her. 

"Yeah, you think all mine and Juni's wanted posters are for petty 
theft?" Mom asked as we finally got her cowl on, right before multiple 


items fell out of her cowl and onto the ground. 


"Not me. That crime is just mainly you." Juniper bluntly told her. 


"Okay, so | do the thieving." Mom said as she started picking up the 
stuff and stuffing them back into her cowl. "But the big whammy is 
that me and my husband disobeyed the law and refused to joina 
coven. Also because | never let Juniper be taught by any ‘official’ 
teacher in magic." Juniper put her hood on as Mom continued. "If 
either one of us is seen, we could go to jail." 


"Again." Juniper bluntly added. 


"Which is why we'll make sure it won't happen this time." | said to my 
relatives while putting my own hood on. 


"Maybe this informative event will inspire you both to join a coven." 
Willow said, causing Juniper to use a small spell circle to pull her 
cowl's hood over her face. 


"Juni!" | said before | then help Willow get her hood off. "Sorry, 
Willow, but these two had made their decision. So it would be wise 
not to push the option of covens onto them." 

"| see." Willow said with an understanding smile. 


"Let's just get this over with." Mom said, very much not thrilled with 
this whole ordeal going on with my sister being much the same. 


Going inside, both me and Luz were amazed as we saw the whole 
building full of different stands which had members of each coven 
manning them. 


"Sugoi." | said in awe. 
"Was | even alive before now?" Luz asked, feeling much the same. 


"| will admit." Juniper said. "These bozos do know how to attract 
attention." 


Looking above us, | saw there were ten different banners with fancy 
gold designs which made them alluring hanging from the ceiling, one 
of them being azure and having the sigil of the Warriors Coven. The 


other nine were each a different color and had a different symbol. 
One was brown with a symbol that looked like a fist cracked in two 
from the first Knuckle down across to the pinky finger with the two 
halves being two different browns, one was purple with a symbol that 
looked like an eye with thick purple eyelashes on top and there dark 
purple eyelashes with the middle being bigger than the other two on 
the bottom, one was orange with the image of an egg in anest anda 
pig-like animal with a snake tongue hatching from the egg, the green 
one had a symbol resembling something close to a Venus flytrap, the 
dark blue one having the symbol of a bandaged hand, the yellow one 
had the image of a bubbling potion, the pink one had a symbol that 
looked like the dripping head of one of those abominations, and the 
sky blue one had the image of a silver mirror with its shadow behind 
it. 


"Hey, what are those banners for?" | asked out of curiosity. 


"Those are for the Main Ten Covens." Gus explained. "But there are 
hundreds of other covens you can join." 


"Let me guess: the selection is made up of branching covens of nine 
of the Main Ten?" | asked, bluntly. 


"Well, yeah." Gus said, not affected by the tone | used. 


Willow began to list off the ones she knew. "There's Flower Coven, 
Artist Coven, Big Dog Coven," Willow said as she list off all the 
covens she knew while we walked amongst the coven stalls. "Small 
Cat Coven, Tiniest Cat Coven..." My mom groaned in annoyance 
from hearing that. "Also the Grumpy Coven." She whispered that last 
part. 


"What was that?" Mom said, raising a fist at what Willow said, 
causing the plant witch, Luz, and Gus to run. We were about to go 
catch up to them... 


"Uh, excuse me, ma'am." We then turned to see a bald warlock 
looking at Mom, his hand on his chin. "Sorry to bother you, but you 


look rather familiar." Seeing Mom's wanted posters on a nearby 
pillar, the three of us became worried as it seemed Mom was going 
to get exposed. 


"Uh... No, | don't." Mom quickly replied with eyes widened in 
realization. "Smoke bomb!" Seeing no puff of smoke from her 
actions, we looked to find that she tossed a chip bag labeled "Hex 
Mix" instead of a fog potion. 


Sighing in annoyance, | then made two small spell circles of purple 
and sky blue before putting my hand through them, the circles 
combining and turning into a glove of indigo light with a glowing sky 
blue eye on it before | walked over to the warlock. 


"Excuse me." | said as | got the man's attention before slowly waving 
my hand in front of him, the eye of the glove glowing as he then 
gained a dazed look on his face. "You saw nothing. Go about your 
day at the Covention." Now under the trance, the warlock nodded 
before he then walked away. | then got rid of the glove as the man 
was out of sight. 


“Thanks, kiddo." Mom said as she gave me an impressed smirk. 
"What spell was that anyway?" 


"Oh, just a little pay no attention’ hypno spell with Oracle Magic and 
Illusion Magic." | told her. "Big Bro taught me it. That guy will be out 
of it for ten minutes, so let's get back with Luz and the others." With 
that, me, Mom, and my sis then went off to catch up with the others, 
Mom managing to pick up the Hex Mix she threw. By the time we 
did, something caught Luz's interest. 


"Ooh! What's that?" Luz asked as she pointed over to a large 
warlock with a gray beard wearing a hard hat who seemed to be 
doing a demonstration for the little conspiracy theorist from the 
Conformatorium. 


"That's the Construction Coven, one of the Main Ten." Willow 
answered as they watched the warlock take two pallets full of 


building materials before throwing them into the air, said materials 
instantly landing in the form of a small house in just seconds. "They 
use Power Glyphs to increase their strength." 


"Wait, glyphs?" Luz said as the warlock took off his hard hat to take 
out this little white paper from a stack of them under his hat before 
putting the hat back on before she turned to me. "Ryuji, | thought you 
said nobody uses Glyph Magic around here." 


"| did and that's not Glyph Magic." | said as the warlock took the 
paper which had his coven sigil on it and removed a plastic cover 
from it, revealing it to be a sticker. "My dad told me about this. What 
you see there is an artificial type of glyph that's only made with 
special properties belonging to one of the nine types of magic, each 
one having its own sort of affect when placed on someone." We then 
watched as the warlock places the stick on the conspiracy theorist's 
nose, the midget giving out a war cry as she was filled with energy a 
moment later before picking up and throwing the warlock away. 


"I'm the destroyer of worlds!" the midget cried out as she then began 
to go on a rampage, tearing apart the Construction Coven's booth. 


"Hey, that's not construction!" A member of the coven protested as 
he and his fellow members tried to stop her, the midget attacking 
them. 

"Geez! That girl's a maniac!" Juniper said, surprised by this. 


"Yowza-wowza!" Luz exclaimed, feeling the same. 


"You can say that again." | agreed. Evan agreed before a pale blue 
copy of her did. 


"Yowza-wowza!" said a pale blue double that appeared behind Luz. 


"What the...?" | said, shocked by this. 


"Yowza-whaaat?" Luz gasped in surprise as we all watched the copy 
walk over to two students bearing the same colored sleeves and 
leggings as Gus standing at a stall with the mirror symbol of one of 
the Main Ten before the copy disappeared. 


"Ah! You've been taken in by the allure of the Illusion Coven." Gus 
said as he stepped forward in front of his fellow Illusion Magic users. 
"We like to magic with a hint of..." Making his own blue spell circle, 
he then disappeared from one place and reappeared a foot away in 
puffs of smoke. "Showmanship." As he did a bow, his two fellow 
members appeared right behind him. 


"Well, it's no mystery which one you wanna join." | said with a 
knowing smile. 


Evan gained an almost evil grin making a spell circle behind his 
back. "That's not all Illusions can it do." Juniper said as she gave this 
evil-looking grin before a large, hideous monster with tons of eyes 
and razor-sharp teeth appeared behind the Illusion Magic users and 
roared, scaring them before it disappeared in a poof of smoke and 
Juniper gave a light chuckle. "It's also good for pranks. Zing!" | then 
gave my sister a look, knowing that wasn't nice. "What?" 


"Wow! Acceptance? Comradery? A sense of belonging?" Luz 
excitedly said. "Covens sound incredible!" She then turned to me. 
"How come your dad doesn't like covens?" 


"It's not just the covens, it's also the Coven System." | explained to 
her as | lost my smile. "When Belos made these covens, he put up a 
system that put up strict rules on using magic, rules which are 
completely unfair." 


"He's right. The Coven System makes it to where most witches and 

warlocks are limited in magic." Mom said as she walked over to us, 

putting a hand on our shoulders. "That limitation mostly leaves them 
with one type of magic." 


"Really?" Luz said as she lost her smile from the surprise she was 
feeling. 


"Mm-hmm! And the only way that the system would allow you to use 
more than one type is by joining covens that allow you to." Mom said 
with a nod. "Right now, the only ones that do that are the Emperor's 
Coven and the Warriors Coven. If you join a coven that's either 
branching from or is one of the other nine of that Main Ten, you can 
only use one type of magic. That's the reason why the schools have 
kids taking one of those magic tracks, to teach them to only use the 
magic they picked." 


"| don't understand." Luz said. "Even if they don't join covens like the 
Warriors Coven or the Emperor's Coven, they can still do other 
magic, right?" 


"No, the system makes sure anyone who joins a coven that's not the 
Warriors Coven or the Emperor's Coven will follow the rules. Watch 
carefully and you'll see." Mom said as we then turned to see a young 
warlock about mine and Luz's age with the sleeves and leggings of 
an Illusion Track student walk over to the coven booth, lifting up his 
sleeve and holding out his arm while the coven member before him 
puts on a black leather glove. "See that glove? That is what we calla 
Branding Glove, something Belos gave to every coven so they can 
use Sigil Magic." 


"Sigil Magic?" Luz asked. 


"It's a type of magic Belos showed to the Isles when he put up the 
system." | explained as the coven member gently took the young 
warlock's arm and gently placed the palm of his gloved hand on the 
front of the kid's arm for a short moment before taking it off. "It allows 
the user to place a special symbol called a sigil on a witch or warlock 
which places limitations on what they can do with their magic. If you 
join a coven belonging to one of the nine of the Main Ten, the sigil 
you get that seals away all your other magic except for the basic 
magic you get along with the type belonging to that specific coven." 


With the mirror sigil of the Illusion Coven on his arm, we then 
watched blue markings appear around the symbol before spreading 
all over the kid, leaving him kind of pale as they then disappear. 


"See? Now that he joined the Illusion Coven, that kid will only be 
able to make illusions." Mom said before she then got us both to turn 
away before she gain a proud smile as she made a ball of fire 
appear in one hand and a ball of water in the other. "Since | never 
joined a coven, | can do every kind of magic." After making them 
disperse, she then began to walk away. "That's why I'm the most 
powerful witch on the Boiling Isles." 


"And that's why I'm gonna be just as powerful as her." Juniper said 
as she walked behind Mom. 


"Yeah, pretty sure it's the fact any witch and warlock can get as 
strong as Oka-san the reason why Belos tries to get everyone 
branded." | said to Luz. "My dad told me that, out of everyone who 
follows the system, Belos is the only warlock who doesn't have a 
sigil. That is how he makes himself look strong." 


"Wow. | had no idea." Luz said to me. 


"Yeah, though you don't have to worry." | told her with a reassuring 
smile as we then followed my mom and sister. "Sigil Magic doesn't 
work on humans, so you're good. Especially considering that the 
only magic you have is Glyph Magic which is something that not 
even the sigils can take away." Luz then gave me a grateful smile as 
we kept on walking. 


[No one's view] 

As Ryuji and the others were walking away, King was about to join 
them when someone stopped him, the little demon turning to see a 
hooded young witch with purple sleeves and leggings. 


"The tea leaves foretell that this will lead you to your destiny." The 
witch said as she twirls a pen in her fingers before placing it in King's 


paws, the pen having the words "Fortune Tellers" written on it. 


"Destiny? Ha!" King said, looking up from the pen to glare at the 
witch. "I'm not paying for..." 


"It's free-e-e." She eerily said to him, slowly backing away while 
doing pistol motions with her hands. 


"Are you bestowing gifts upon me?" King said with surprise before 
getting excited. "Yes! | accept your offering! The King of Demons is 
back!" 


[Ryuji] 


After walking amongst the booths for a while, my attention was soon 
dragged over to the sound of grunting and metal clashing. Looking to 
my left, | then saw a booth with the people manning it showing off 
weapon demonstrations with a warlock axman slamming his axe on 
a boulder and turning it into pebbles, a witch archer shooting three 
arrows which hit three separate targets right at the center, and a 
witch lancer jabbing her lance right through a big thick tree log 
before tossing it into the air where a warlock swordsman jumped in 
and slashed at the log with his sword before landing to his feet 
beside his fellow weapon users as the log he slashed at landed as a 
pile of smaller logs. With the witches and warlocks smiling proudly, 
the crowd before the four clapped for their excellent performance. 
Seeing their azure sleeves and leggings along with one 
unmistakable coven banner, | knew which coven this was. 


"Whoa! Is that...?" | said in disbelief. 


"The Warriors Coven, the branching coven of the Emperor's Coven." 
Gus proudly told me as he walked over to me. "Out of all the Main 
Ten, they're the most favorite coven." 


"| can see why. Those guys are amazing!" | said as | was impressed 
by this before looking up from seeing a shadow go over me. 


It turned out that shadow belonged to this young warlock who had 
the uniform of Hexside Warriors Track student as he flew around with 
these draconic bat-like wings made of light with flaps and a single 
claw on top of each wing being sky blue while the rest were a nightly 
purple, the wings looking big enough to allow him to fly and soar like 
an eagle. The weapon in his right hand showed me that he was a 
lancer. Smiling proudly with his eyes closed, the warlock did an 
amazing air performance, his lance placed forward as he flew 
forward. He stopped as he then swung his lance around like he was 
in battle, even doing a few jabs after some swings. | was quite 
impressed by how his demonstration of air combat, especially with a 
lance. Despite his menacing-looking wings, the way he did this made 
him look like a sky night from the heavens. After a moment of this, 
the warlock soon brought his performance to an end by gracefully 
flying down and landing on his feet in front of the four coven 
members, spreading his wings out wide before the crowd cheered 
out to him as he opened his eyes to add to the subtle proud 
expression he had. Now that he had landed, | took noticed of how he 
looked. He had icy blue eyes, the usual pale skin, and pointed ears. 
He also had neck-length, neatly combed black hair with bangs along 
his forehead and the back of his head with red tips. Looking at his 
weapon, | saw it was a combat lance seeing it had a cone-shaped 
spear. It was pitch black with a gold tip that looked shaped like four 
upside-down hearts with diamond-shaped plumes at each top corner 
and an arrowhead in the middle of each heart. The vamplate was 
nightly purple with its design looking like a cuff with two gold rings, 
one on top and one on the bottom, connected by four gold 
arrowheads. The grip of it was just as black with a gold design that 
looked like a dragon's spine, a red jewel at the bottom of the grip. 


"Who's that guy?" | asked, wondering who the mysterious lancer 
was. 


"That's Xander Duskerman." Willow answered as she and Luz 
walked over to me and Gus. "He's the top student of the Warriors 
Track at Hexside." 


"Wait, Xander?" | said before looking at the warlock's lance and 
realizing it was the same one | saw back at Hexside over two weeks 
ago. "That's the guy who sicked those abominations on me and Luz! 
He's a Duskerman?" 


"Yeah, which is why he's so popular." Gus put in as we watched 
Xander's wings disappear and the spear of his lance sink down until 
barely the tip of it was visible before he place it on his hip, the handle 
fitting into a weapon sash of a black belt he was wearing. 


"Well, he's certainly flashy." | said, giving a flat look at the warlock as 
he took in the praise from the crowd. 


"Uh, hey, come on. Let's go check out the other covens around 
here." Gus said as he then gently pushed me into walking away, no 
doubt making sure | didn't pick a fight with Xander. 


Deciding to leave my little talk with Xander for later, | then kept on 
walking with everyone as we toured around the different booths. 
After a little while, | soon noticed a crowd of people walking to a 
panel room with the doorway possessing red drapes, a path to the 
entrance lined with stanchions, and what looked like sentries 
dressed in black along with long white cowls and gray bird masks 
over their faces as they stood there with their arms behind their 
backs, three each on the two sides outside the path. Above the 
entrance was one of those coven banners, only this one was black 
and its sigil was some sort of pyramid with a great sword possessing 
two sets of bird wings that were arranged like butterfly wings in front 
of it as the blade had a shield on top it, the sigil having multiple 
shades of gold. 


"Hey, this looks pretty important." Luz said as we looked up at the 
setup. 


"Yeah, which coven is this one?" | asked. 


"It's the Emperor's Coven!" Gus excitedly answered with a gasp, 
making me flinch in shock. 


"The Emperor's Coven?!" | said to him. 

"Yeah, and it looks like they got something big going on in there!" 
Gus exclaimed as | then looked back at the banner, shaking a bit in 
fear. "You think they'll sign my forehead?" 

"Only one way to find out!" Willow exclaimed before | then gulped. 


"Oh, crap." | said, too afraid to even move. 


"Ryuji?" Luz said, snapping me out of it as she looked at me with 
concern. "Are you okay?" 


"I'm fine, just..." | said as | then looked at one of the guards, getting 
creeped out as | couldn't tell if he was looking at me thanks to his 
mask. 


"Scared to go it?" Luz said to me. 

"Yeah." | admitted. "I mean, that room is filled with members of the 
Emperor's Coven. Considering the fact that they're after me, | don't 
think we should go in." 


"Oh, relax, DK." Luz said to me in reassurance. "Besides, it's just 
one little show like any other convention." 


"Yeah, a show by the coven who's been after my dad for three 
decades." | told her. 


"Still it wouldn't hurt to look at what they got." 

"LUZ..." 

"Come on, DK. Just one little peek?" Seeing that warm smile of hers, 
| became more at ease and saw that seeing the show wouldn't be 


too bad. 


"Okay, let's go in." | smiled at her. 


"Great!" Luz said to me before she spoke to my Mom and sister. 
"Juni, you and Eda coming?" 


"To that? No way!" Juniper replied. 


"Yeah. Out of all the covens, they're the worst." Mom added. "We'll 
wait out here." 


"Look, | get it." Luz said as she put up her hands, showing she 
understood. "Covens, bad. Individualism, good. But I'm still figuring 
this world out, so I'm going in there to make up my own mind, okay?" 


"We'll be back after the show." | told my family before | turned to Luz. 
“Come on, Luz. Let's go." 


[No one's view] 


After Ryuji and Luz then went off to head into the room, Juniper 
looked to the side and gained a look of shock. 


"On second thought, maybe we should join them." Juniper said as 
she then gently began pushing Eda to the entrance. "Wait for us, 


guys!" 


"Wait, what?" Eda said before she then stopped and turned to her 
daughter with a glare. "Juni, what the hell are you doing?" Juniper 
then pointed a worried finger to her right, her mother looking in that 
direction and becoming shocked upon seeing the warlock Ryuji had 
used a spell on earlier talking to a coven guard while holding up her 
wanted poster. "On second thought, | could use a good show. Come 
on, Juni!" 


"Right behind ya!" Juniper said before the two then ran inside the 
room. 


[Ryuji] 


After getting in, me and Luz then took our seats as we waited for the 
show to start. The place looked like an old, classic theater mixed 
with a battle arena with a podium down below and the seats 
designed like stadium seats at an arena. 


"Alright, let's see this mess." Mom said as | saw her and Juniper take 
a seat next to me. 


"What changed your minds?" | asked them with surprise. 
"Don't ask." Mom simply said. 


"The guy who spotted Mom earlier squealed on her being here." 
Juniper told me as the lights slowly died down. "It was either this or 
face jail time. Still not sure if coming here was the right call or not." 


"Well, we're about to find out." | said as a spotlight shined down at 
the podium, Principal Bump appearing on it in a swirl of green light 
before he then summoned what looked like a microphone with bat 
wings. 


"Hello, Bonesborough!" Bump spoke out. "Students ask me all the 
time. ‘Principal Bump, what's the height of magical achievement?" 


"Is it this?" said a student from down in the front row before he made 
his own spell circle which caused his head to get so frickin’ big that 
he couldn't hold it up and ended up tilting it over his fellow classmate 
next to him. Honestly, that had to be the most embarrassing thing 
I've seen any who uses magic could ever do. 


"Wow. | failed you as a principal." Bump said as he winced at the 
sigh before quickly recovering and grabbing the mic. "The answer is 
being selected to join the best of the best and there are none better 
than the jewel of the Coven System, the enforcers of his will, the 
Emperor's Coven!" 


With three spotlights shining on three spots on the ground beneath 
the podium, three soldiers like the ones we saw earlier appeared in 


light blue swirls of light, making the crowd give a round of applause 
and leaving Luz amazed by their entrance. Looking over, we then 
saw Willow and Gus and waved to them, our friends pointing 
excitedly at Gus' forehead which had been signed with the words 
"Emperor's Coven". 


"Feast your eyes on this elite force," Bump continued, "each member 
handpicked to help usher in a new age of magic." With that, the 
three soldiers then made their own spell circles, shooting blasts of 
fire, water, and lightning which collided to become explosions 
resembling fireworks that turned into confetti which Luz tried to catch 
while Juniper swatted away from her face. 


"When does that elite force get here?" | heard Mom say as | then 
turned to see her laughing while the demon sitting next to her 
scooted away from her with a look of discomfort. | actually snickered 
as that was a good joke. 


"Members of the Emperor's Coven have access to all-yes, all forms 
of magic." Bump said as the three soldiers then began to cast 
different spells between their palms. 


"Oooh! Aah!" The crowd around me, Luz, and my family said in awe, 
my mom still laughing at her joke while trying to keep her voice 
down. 


"But only the best can ascend these ranks." Bump said. "Someday, 
that could be one of you!" After he pointed forward, me and Luz 
heard a squeal and looked down to the front row to see Amity sitting 
there with Xander sitting next to her, the witch with a big grin on her 
face while the warlock sat proudly with his arms crossed. 


"Oh, give me a break." | said, rolling my eyes. "Great magic? More 
like controlled." 


"Oh, come on, Ryuji." Luz said to me. "They don't seem that bad." 


"Luz, these guys directly follow the orders of Belos." | told her. "The 
Emperor's Coven is filled with nothing but complete tools. Which is 
why I can tell you that nobody in my family would ever be caught 
dead working with this coven." 


"Yeah. And you definitely won't be seeing me working with anything 
like that." Juniper said as she pulled out a soda bottle and popped off 
the cap with her magic. "Only an idiot would work for a guy like 
Belos." She then began drinking what was in the bottle as Bump 
spoke out again and the three soldiers disappeared with a wave of 
their capes. 


"And now allow me to introduce you all to the esteemed leader of 
this coven and the mystery guest of this year's Covention. You know 
her! You love her! Lilith Duskerman!" 


"What?!" | said in shock upon hearing that name while Mom stopped 
laughing and Juniper spat out whatever she was drinking. 


Hearing everyone gasp in awe, we all then looked to the ceiling as 
this giant raven made of blue light appeared and flew down to the 
podium, Bump backing away as it landed in front of him. After a 
wave of blue energy washed over us, we then saw a figure wearing 
a white raven mask and white cloak within the raven. When they 
raised out their arms, the raven screeched before it turned into orbs 
that scattered all around us before disappearing, the crowd clapping 
as the figure then removed their mask and allowed the cloak to 
open. The figure was revealed to be a tall and slender woman with 
ivory witch skin, pointy ears, dark teal lips, long, black hair, and a big 
forehead wearing a long-sleeved two-tone black and gray dress and 
black laced boots. She had these black claw-like nails and a sky- 
blue diamond on her sternum. Though she didn't look like what | had 
expected, | had no doubt that this was my mom's sister Lilith from 
seeing the shocked expressions on both Mom and Juniper. 


"Holy shit. That's Lilith?" | said in shock before | turned to Juniper. "I 
thought she was a redhead." 


"She is. Looks like she dyes it." Juniper told me. 
"Wait, you two know her?" Luz asked with surprise. 


"Almost. Though only through one person." | said as we then looked 
to Mom, making Luz gasp. 


"Mysterious past!" Luz quietly said out of excitement. 


"Thank you, all of you. It truly a great pleasure to be here." Lilith said 
as she made a magic circle, sending her cape and mask flying 
towards Bump who then walked away with them making him go 
away. "I must tell you that it wasn't easy for me to rise to the top." 
She then began to slowly pace around the podium. "I also started 
from humble beginnings." 


"Like me?" The kid with the big head asked, Lilith ignoring him as 
she continued. 


"Now | have the highest honor of enforcing the Emperor's will and 
helping to find more promising witches and warlocks to join our 
ranks. So be more! The Emperor's Coven awaits you!" With a twirl, 
she then made the raven from earlier reappear as it then grew larger 
before exploding into many orbs of light, the crowd applauding this. 
While | stared at Lilith in disbelief, my mom and sister glared at the 
coven head below us. 


[Ryuji] 


After the show, Mom soon grabbed me by the wrist and pulled me 
out of the theater with Juniper following behind. 


"Oka-san, where are we going?" | asked as she kept pulling me. 


"We're going home." The Owl Lady replied, clearly having enough of 
the Covention. 


"Wait, can't | talk to Lilith?" | asked, stopping her. 


"Hold on, what?" Juniper said with shock. "You said that you didn't 
want to go anywhere near the Emperor's Coven and now you want 
to talk to the head of it?" 


"Well, out of anyone in that coven, | think she might be the only 
person | can talk to." | told her. 


"Well, sorry to burst your bubble, but you're not talking to Lilith." Mom 
told me. "Now let's get out of here, so | can wash the con fog off my 
skin." 


"What? No way!" | then broke out of her grasp, determined to talk to 
my aunt. "I'm not leaving until | talk to her." 


"Ryuji, | Know what you're thinking, but Lilith is the one witch you 
can't talk to." 


“How would you know?" 
"| just do, okay? So please, let's just get out of here and..." 


"Oka-san, | Know you're trying to protect me, but | do think I can talk 
to her. She could be different from the rest of the coven. | got one 
chance to see if I'm right and I'm not gonna waste it." With that, | 
then ran off to find Lilith. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Okay, | know I'm going to get grounded for this, but Lilith is the only 
other Clawthorne besides Mom and Juniper I've met. | couldn't miss 
this chance to get to know her. | know she's a member of the 
Emperor's Coven, but she's also my aunt. This is why I know she 
would never betray her own family. 


[No one's view] 


"Ryuji!" Eda called out, her son ignoring her as he ran out of sight. 
"Ryuji! Damn it!" She then began to run after her child. "Ryuji, get 
back here!" 


"Oh, geez." Juniper said in annoyance. 


"Hey, guys! | found this magazine on covens!" Luz said as she came 
out with said magazine before noticing her hybrid friend along with 
her mentor were gone. "Hey, where'd Eda and Ryuji go?" 


"DK ran off to find Lilith and Mom went after him to get him before he 
does." Juniper told her with a flat look on her face. 


"Oh. Well, guess I'll just read this with you then." Luz said. 


"No. You can read that by yourself." Juniper said as she then began 
walking away. "I'm gonna go help my mom chase down DK." 


"Wait, don't you want to know all about the different covens?" 
"Not interested, not one bit." The witch girl bitterly replied. 


"Come on. | get why Eda doesn't like Covens, but why don't you like 
them?" Juniper then stopped in her tracks and sighed. 


"Because, just like DK, | don't buy all of this." Juniper turned around 
to face Luz and motioned to their surroundings. "Luz, look. This 
might all seem fun, but there's a dark truth to everything sometimes. 
If you lived here you're whole life, you'd know that." Juniper then 
turned around before Luz spoke up. 


"Wait, don't you want to take this quiz to determine our coven type?" 
Luz said as she raised up the magazine to said quiz page, only for 
Juniper to create a small blast that put a hole in it before the witch 
girl. Luz was a little disappointed as Juniper ran out of sight, but she 
quickly brightened up as she turned the book around and looked at 
where Juniper had blasted it while walking around the Covention 


booths. "Ooh, a punky potioness." Not paying attention, she 
accidentally bumped into someone, that someone happening to be 
Amity. 


"Hey, watch where you're..." Amity said before she then saw and 
glared at the human teen. "Oh, it's you. Willow's abomination thing." 


"Uh... Hey, Amity." Luz greeted with a bit of embarrassment. "So, 
funny story: not an abomination. | just pretended to be one to help 
Willow out." 


"Whatever." Amity told her as she looked around. "Where's that 
hybrid and his pet cat?" 


"Oh, Ryuji and Juni? They're around." Luz said, feeling a little 
uncomfortable by the tense atmosphere around them. "So... Hi, I'm 
Luz. The human." She then offered her hand to Amity. "Sorry for the 
confusion last week." 


"Ugh! Put that away." Amity groaned in disgust as she swatted Luz's 
hand away. "Because of you along with that hybrid and cat, | got into 
trouble with Principle Bump and | never get in trouble." Amity then 
walked away. 


"Well, you did try to dissect me." Luz rubbed the back of her head 
nervously as she followed her. "Plus I'm sure that Ryuji and Juni 
didn't mean to get you into trouble. At least, not Ryuji." 


"You shouldn't even be here!" Amity exclaimed in annoyance. "The 
Covention is for witches and warlocks only." 


"Well, I'm learning how to be a witch." Luz quickly said with a proud 
smile. "I'm receiving magic lessons from Juni and her mom who's a 
very powerful witch. | also got help from my friend Ryuji, the one and 
only Dragon Kid, and a ferocious demon." 


"Is that your ferocious demon there?" Amity asked as she tilted her 
head to the side. 


Looking behind her, Luz turned to see King dressed in a green shirt, 
a blue striped scarf, and a baseball cap while holding a cupcake and 
two bakers following behind him. 


“Cupcakes in my tummy-tum makes the King say yummy-yum!" King 
happily said. 


"So will you join the Bakers Coven?" One of the bakers asked as 
King chomped down on the desert. 


"Hmmm... Nope!" King replied as he swiped a cupcake before 
noticing his human friend. "Oh, hey, Luz!" He then started running 
over to her. "Look at all of these offerings-Wah!" Just as he managed 
to get over to her, he tripped on his long scarf, making him drop his 
cupcake while Luz went to check on him. She tried to grab his 
cupcake only for Amity to step on it. 


"Hey, you just stepped on King's cupcake!" Luz snapped at her. 
"Oh, really? Oops!" Amity sarcastically said before she gave Luz a 
satisfactory smile. "That was an accident." Luz then glared at Amity. 
"Oh, what? Did | ruin your pet's treat?" 


"| am not a pet!" King said as he scratched himself with one of his 
legs. 


"He's a very good boy and the King of Demons!" Luz said, putting 
the demon up against her chest. 


"The King of Demons? Yeah, right." Amity rolled her eyes. 

"Why are you being so mean, Amity?" 

"I'm not being mean, just putting you in your place." Amity said as 
she lost her smile. "You're a human and humans can't be witches or 


warlocks, especially one in training. That hybrid friend of yours gives 
all witches and warlocks a bad name." 


"Okay, that's it!" Luz snapped as she was now fired up, standing up 
with a finger pointed at Amity. "I'll tell you what, Amity. It's one thing 
to say | can't be a witch..." 


"Cause you can't." She bluntly said. 

"But it's another thing to bully my friends." 

"Oh, yeah? And what are you going to do about it?" 

"FIL... TIL... FII prove it to ya! Yeah, I'll show you | am a witch! Just like 
Azura the Witch said when facing down her rival Hecate at the Bog 
of Contrition, | challenge you to a witch's duel!" Everyone gasped at 
this while Amity slowly walked over to Luz with a smile. 


"| accept. Let's set the terms for this duel, shall we?" 


"Right, two things if | win." Luz said, setting her terms for the duel. 
"One: you apologize to King for squashing his cupcake." 


"Good night, sweet child." He said, sadly picking up what remained 
of his treat. 


"And two" you admit that humans can be witches and warlocks too." 


"Fine by me." Amity said before setting in her terms. "But, when | 
win, not only do you have to tell the whole convention you're not a 
witch, you have to stop training forever." Hearing this, Luz gained a 
look of shock as she thought about accepting the terms or not. 


"Do it, Luz!" King said to her. "For my honor!" 


"Fine. Let's shake on it." Luz said, holding out her hand which Amity 
places a spell circle around before shaking it, their hands glowing. 


"There. The everlasting oath is sealed." Amity informed her as she 
let go, both the glow and the spell circle disappearing. "Now we'll see 
what kind of witch you really are." Luz wasn't sure what she meant, 
now feeling uneasy about what she did. "Meet back inside the 


theater in one hour." With that, Amity then walked away. "See you 
there, human." 


"King..." Luz nervously asked after Amity left. "l-I can win this, right?" 


"Hmm?" King paused from munching on his cupcake to look at her. 
"Oh, yeah. No." As he then returned to eating, Luz gave a whimper 
as she was now afraid of what was going to happen. 


[Ryuji] 


After managing to lose Mom, | looked around to see if | could spot 
Lilith. Having taken a turn at a corner, | gained a smile upon seeing 
Lilith not too far from where | was standing, my aunt happily giving 
autographs to some young witches and warlocks. Getting excited to 
meet her, | was about to run over and greet her when... 


"Hold it right there, mister!" | flinched upon hearing the stern voice of 
my mom and turned around to see her and Juniper right behind me 
with angry glares. 


"Oh, come on! Can't | at least talk to her?" | said to them. 


"No, you can't. In fact, she shouldn't even see you." Mom said to me. 
"As much as | would like for you to learn about your Clawthorne 
heritage, | can't let you just talk to any of our relatives, especially 
Lilith." 


"Yeah, she's the head of the Emperor's Coven, remember?" Juniper 
backed her up. 


"Yeah, | know, but she's family." | said to them. "Doesn't that count as 
an exception?" 


"Not even close." Mom bluntly told me. "Family or not, she's still one 
of Belos' stooges, which means you need to stay away from her as 
much as possible." 


"But, Oka-san..." | said with a pleading look. 


"No buts. Now let's go before she sees us." Mom said as she then 
grabbed my wrist and tried to pull me away. 


"What? No!" | then pulled back, trying to get free from her grip. "Let 
go!" 


"Ryuji, don't make this any harder than it already is." 

"Oka-san, please!" 

[No one's view] 

As Ryuji struggled against Eda's grip with his mother trying to keep 
him from going to Lilith, Juniper could only watch as she disliked her 
family fighting like this. While looking around, Juniper gained a look 


of shock as the fight between her mother and brother caught the 
attention of Lilith who looked upon the three with surprise. 


[Ryuji] 
"Uh, Mom?" Juniper whispered to Mom. 


"Not now, Juni." She told her before talking back to me. "Ryuji, stop 
arguing and let's go!" 


"No! | need to talk to her!" | said as | kept on trying to get myself free. 
"No, you don't!" 

"Uh, Mom..." Juniper said. 

"Not now, Juni!" Mom told my sister. 


"What's the big deal?" | said to my mom, looking her right in the eye. 
"I'm just going to talk to your..." 


"Sister?" Hearing that voice, me and Mom then looked behind me to 
see Lilith looking right at us, my aunt gaining a smile as she finished 
another autograph before walking over to us with the young witches 
and warlocks following her. "It's been so long since I've seen you 
last." With Mom letting me go, | regained my smile as we both stood 
up and Lilith made it over to us, my aunt's eyes on my mom. "What 
are you wearing? You look like some sort of trash collector. Oh, right 
you are." 


"Oh, Lily. | just had to see the leader of the Emperor's Coven in 
action." Mom sarcastically said before kneeling down to Lilith's fans 
and whispered. "You know, when we were kids, Lilith was so excited 
to see the Emperor's Coven that she peed a little." As the kids 
laughed, | looked up to see Lilith had heard it as she blushed in 
embarrassment. 


"That-that's all for today." Lilith said as she gently pushed her fans 
away and waved them goodbye. After they were gone, she then 
turned around and gave Mom a disapproving look. "You shouldn't 
even be here. You're a wanted criminal!" Her eyes widened at a 
thought. "Unless..." She gasped in excitement before grasping her 
little sister's hands. "I don't believe it! You are here to join the 
Emperor's Coven!" Me, Mom, and Juniper were silent a bit before 
Mom then broke down laughing. 


"In your dreams!" Mom said, causing Lilith to narrow her eyes at her. 


"You think being covenless makes you so much smarter than 
everyone else." Lilith said before she gained a proud smile. "But, 
while you run from the law like degenerate, I'm mentoring the next 
generation of powerful students into the world." 


"Not as powerful as me." Juniper said as she walked up witha 
nonchalant expression. 


"Hello, Juniper. | see you've been doing well." Lilith said, smiling 
upon seeing her niece. 


"Lilith." He replied bitterly, not using the 'A' word. 


"You've grown so much the last time | saw you." Lilith said, ignoring 
the way my sister spoke to her. 


"Cut the crap. If I'd known you'd be around, | wouldn't have come." 
Juniper replied bluntly, crossing her arms. 


Lilith forced a small smile. "And | see that you still have that 
attitude... How have you been?" 


"I've been better." 
"Oh, | see. How is school going for you?" 
"| wouldn't know. 'Cause | haven't gone to any yet." 


Hearing that, Lilith then glanced over to her little sister in annoyance. 
"Sister, why haven't you placed her in school yet?" 


"| gave her a choice and she prefers homeschool." Mom replied 
while shrugging her shoulders. 


"Home... school?” Lilith said with a brow raised in confusion. 


"It's a thing that humans do." Juniper chimed. "And it's a plus for me. 
That way, | don't have to listen to all that Coven crap." 


Lilith groaned in annoyance. "Edalyn, what have you been putting in 
her head?" 


"Edalyn?" | asked in confusion. 


"That's my first name." Mom told me before she spoke to Lilith. "And 
| only told Juni the truth and that's that." 


"Nope, none of that. Personally, | just find this whole thing as a big 
waste of time." Juniper commented before darting a look at our aunt. 


"And it's not like | need some chump to tell me how to live my life. 
Unlike you." 


"Excuse me?" Lilith was offended by what he said while Mom 
laughed a bit. Feeling the tension, | then decided to step in and clear 
the air. 


"Hey, hey, hey! Let's not go spitting venom at each other." | said as | 
stepped up between my mom, sister, and aunt. "We don't want to 
make a scene, now do we?" 


"Yes, right." Lilith said, recomposing herself. "Thank you, young 
man." 


"No problem, Aunt Lilith." | said, causing her to gain a look of 
surprise. 


"I'm sorry, but did you call me ‘Aunt Lilith'?" Lilith asked me. 


"Yeah." I told her as she then took a closer look at me and her eyes 
widened in shock. 


"Those eyes..." Lilith said before she then made a spell circle and 
used her magic to pull my hood down, gasping from seeing what | 
was hiding under it, putting a hand in front of her. "Oh, my Titan... 
Are you..." 


"Lilith, I'd like you to meet my son Ryuji." Mom said as she walked up 
beside me with a smirk. 


"Hi, Aunt Lilith." | greeted her with a friendly smile. 


"No... it can't be..." Lilith said, now looking like she's seen a ghost. 
"Edalyn... you-you have two children?" 


"Actually, three." | told her. "Me and Juni have a big bro." 


"Three? Three?!" Lilith said, looking more shocked than ever. "You 
mean to tell me that you and Axel had three children?" 


"Yeah. What? You jealous or something?" Mom said as she raised 
an eyebrow in amusement. 


"Absolutely not!" Lilith said as she quickly recomposed herself. "I'll 
have you know that | am happily married and a child of my own." 


"She's a mom to a Duskerman kid?" | said, surprised to hear that 
while looking to Juniper who just shrugged as apparently she didn't 
know this either. 


"Honestly, even now, | always have a hard time accepting the fact 
that you're a mother." Lilith said to Mom. "You of all people." 


"Hey, | couldn't really believe it myself that she was my mother when 
she told me." | told her. 


"Told you?" Lilith said to me with confusion. 


"Oh, yeah. | was raised by my dad in the human world." | explained 
to her. "Due to a few... problems, Mom decided to come back here 
to the Isles and took Juni with her. She and Dad also chose not to 
tell me or my sis about each other because they didn't want us to 
Cause any trouble trying to learn about the family we had in these 
two realms." 


"Oh, | see." Lilith said before she then gave a nonchalant 
expression. "So | suppose | have my sister's carelessness to blame 
for not receiving the chance to meet my two nephews along with my 
niece." Mom glared at her for that last part. 


"Hey, she wasn't careless, she was..." | said before Lilith interrupted 
me. 


"Despite this, | am glad that | finally get to meet you, Ryuji." Lilith 
said as she gave me a warm smile, one | returned. "I Suppose that 
the sword on your back is a gift from your father?" 


"Oh, my Saisho. Yeah, Dad made it for me. Said it's one of his finest 
works yet." | said before | took my Saisho and brought it in front of 
me. "Check it out!" 


"My, my. Quite the impressive blade." Lilith said, impressed with the 
sword which | then placed back on my back. "Though | suppose a 
blade of such caliber would only belong to a member of the Frank 
Family. With such a weapon, I'm surprised none of the schools had 
given mention of you as you no doubt are a top student in the 
Warriors Track." 


"Actually, I'm not in any magic school." | told her, making her lose her 
smile. "| was homeschooled by my dad, just like how Juni was 
homeschooled by Mom." 


"Oh, you were homeschooled as well." Lilith said, looking to the side 
in disappointment. "That's unfortunate." 


"What do you mean?" | asked her, confused by this. 


"Well, while | understand Edalyn for trying to teach her daughter 
herself," Lilith told me, trying her best to use a smile to hide her 
disappointment. "I had always thought that Axel would've known 
better and gone by his family traditions, enrolling you in one of the 
most prestigious schools the Isles has to offer." 


"Yeah, well, it's kinda hard to do that considering being related to my 
dad makes me a wanted criminal." | bluntly told her. "Besides, my 
dad's a great teacher and he taught me more than whatever those 
schools could ever teach me. | actually happen to know seven types 
of magic which belong to the Main Ten." 


"Huh. | suppose that is quite impressive." Lilith said to me, her 
expression not changing. "But it is also more the reason why you 
should attend school." 


"Eh, nah! I'm good." 


"Um, Ryuji, | don't think you quite understand..." 
"No, | understand completely, but how | learn magic is my choice." 


"But think the good you can do for the Isles. You can't forsake 
yourself of a great future." 


"I'm not forsaking anything!" 


"Ryuji, please..." Lilith kneeled down to me, putting her hand on my 
shoulder with a pleading look. 


"Would you please stop? Seriously." Giving her a nonchalant look, | 
then took her hand off my shoulder. "Look, | know you think you're 
trying to be the good aunt to me, but you have to understand that 
what | do with my life is my choice and you should respect my 
decisions. You might be fine with it, but that doesn't mean | am." 


"But..." 


"Just drop it, okay? My mind's made up. I'm not going to any magic 
school and I'm okay where | am now." 


Taking a deep breath, Lilith exchanged her look of surprise for an 
emotionless one as she then stood up. "Very well, if that's what you 
decided. Just know that my door's always open if you ever want to 
learn how to become a great warlock." She then turned to my mom. 
"| suppose | am a little impressed to find you with two students, 
Edalyn, despite your... lack of educational techniques." 


"Hey, I'm a great teacher!" Mom counted back. "Also, | don't just 
have two students, | have three. If anything, | bet she and my kids 
could wipe the floor with any of your prissy little blue bloods." 


"Is that a challenge?" Lilith said as she got up to Mom's face, the two 
locking eyes. 


"You bet it is." Eda replied, not intimidated one bit. 


"And who exactly is your newest student?" Lilith asked. 


"Eda, | need your help!" Luz said as she popped up between the 
sisters, my friend looking extremely nervous as she spoke. "I 
accidentally challenged Amity to a witch's duel and | think she's 
going to kill me!" After she slumped down to her knees, me and 
Juniper looked at her in shock from what she just told us. 


"Wait, you challenged that Abomination chick to a witch's duel?" 
Juniper said to her. 


"Luz, what were you thinking?" | said as | helped Luz to her feet. 
"| don't know!" Luz said. "I just bumped into her, then she said | 
couldn't be a witch, then she started picking on King, and it just 
slipped out." 


"Hmm." Lilith hummed in amusement. "It seems your student has 


met my strongest protegée. Look at those ears. Is she human?" Luz 
flinched as she covered her ears while my aunt laughed. "Where did 


you even find one of these?" 


"And what's wrong with being human?" | said, a little offended by her 


comment. 


"Oh, I'm sorry, Ryuji." Lilith said to me, realizing what she did. "I 
almost forgot that you were half-human, being the son of both Axel 
and Edalyn." 


"Hey, | know that people on the Isles might have reasons to doubt on 
a human becoming a witch, but Luz here is different from any human 


you've ever met." | told my aunt. 


"And why should anyone believe you?" Looking up to the sky, we 
watched as Xander flew in and landed a few feet behind Lilith, his 
wings folding and disappearing as he stood up and walked over to 
Lilith. "I mean, you're human too." 


"I'm half human." | told him as he then stood next to Lilith. "That's 
been made pretty clear." 


"Half human, full human. What's the difference?" Xander bluntly said 
with that emotionless expression. "The point is that you're human 
and humans have no place in the Boiling Isles." 


"Hey, my dad's human and he made a great change here in the 
Isles!" 


"Yeah, | know all about your father, the Fire Dragon who managed to 
create something great only just to abandon it. No doubt out of 
realizing that he was unfit to be the head of his own coven or anyone 
as important as that." 


"Hey, you can't talk about my dad like that!" 


"Why not? That's what many people think and | believe that isn't far 
from the truth. Honestly, the idea of a human leading a coven-Ugh!" 


"Hey, my dad is a great man! He would have made a better coven 
head than anyone else, even the guys leading the Main Ten! Plus, 
the real reason he left was because of this Coven System!" 


"Yes, and for refusing it, he had been deemed a criminal." Xander 
then turned his gaze to my mom. "Much like your wild witch mother 
here." This caused Luz to gasp. 


"Wait, what?" Luz said as she looked at me in disbelief. "Eda's your 
mom?" 


"Yeah. She is. And a great one at that." | said, making Mom smile at 
me before | turned back to Xander. "Which is why I'm telling you to 
leave her out of this!" 


"Why? She's already proven to be a disgrace to both the Clawthorne 
name and all witches and warlocks!" 


"What do you know anything about the Clawthornes?" 


"Quite a lot, actually." Xander gained a proud smile before he 
motioned to Lilith. "Considering my mother here is a member of that 
family just as much as the leader of the Emperor's Coven." Me, Luz, 
and Juniper gasped from hearing this. 


"You're Lilith's son?" 


"Indeed. And, unlike you, | was born to both a truly powerful witch 
and warlock who are both heads of their own covens. Not to mention 
as part of the new generation to the legacy of the great and proud 
Duskerman Family. To put it simply, | am a warlock of the finest 
lineage. As for you, there's a word for what you are, one | believe 
you might know. What was it?" He pretended to think before he 
spoke again in a mocking tone. "Oh, yes! Mudblood!" Me and Luz 
gasped at what he called me. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


He did not just call me that! 


"You take that back!" | sternly pointed a finger at him. 


"Uh, sorry." Juniper spoke up with a look of confusion. "But | have no 
idea what he just said." 


"He called me a mudblood. A disgusting thing to call hybrids like us." 
| explained to my sister. "He's saying that I'm worthless, a piece of 
trash, the most pitiful excuse of a warlock who has no place in the 
world or anything anyone would even care about! It comes from 
calling common or human blood ‘dirty blood'." 


"And pretty fitting as | really can't see how any witch or warlock 
would ever have that kind of relation with a human." Xander bluntly 
said with a blank face. "Your mudblood sister is the perfect example 
as to why." 


"Hey!" Juniper said, offended by that. 


"We might be cousins, but what you're saying right now is completely 
uncalled for, dude!" | told him. 


"Whatever. The fact is that you're nothing but sorry, no-good, 
disgusting mudblood son of wash-ups and that's all you'll ever be!" 
Xander told me. 


"He is not a mudblood!" Luz spoke as she then walked up to Xander 
with a glare. "Ryuji's the Dragon Kid, the greatest warlock ever!" 


"Shut up, human." Xander bluntly said as he then used a blue spell 
circle and blasted Luz with magic, sending the girl to the floor. 


"Luz!" | said as | then went over, kneeled down, and helped her sit 
up. "Are you okay?" 


"Yeah, I'm fine." Luz said as she rubbed her stomach, no doubt 
where Xander blasted her. 


"What the hell is your problem?" | spoke out to Xander with a glare 
as | stood up. 


"You're the problem." Xander bluntly told me. "You think just because 
you're a Frank, you can come here and become some kind of 
hotshot? Please! Your father is a cowardly criminal, your mother and 
sister are wild witches, you have the most pitiful excuse of a demon 
for a pet, and you're friends with a human who thinks she's a witch. 
Honestly, I'm embarrassed to even be related to you. Everybody 
might treat you like you're special, but we both know that you don't 
belong here." He then turned and started walking away. "Better to 
just give up and head home now, save yourself the embarrassment." 


Watching him walk away, | was way beyond pissed. First, he called 
me a mudblood; then, he talks crap about my family; then, he 
knocked Luz to the ground for her standing up for me; and now he's 
gonna walk away after telling me to give up everything | worked so 


hard for? Oh, he poked the hornet's nest now! If he thinks he could 
get away with crap like that, he had another thing coming. With a 
growl, | then used a spell circle to make a ball of air form in my open 
hand. Then | threw it like a baseball pitcher and it hit Xander right in 
the back of the head, knocking him to the floor. Everyone gasped at 
what | did before Xander got back up on his feet, dusted himself off, 
and turned his head to give me that cold glare of his. 


"You just made a big mistake." Xander angrily said as he turned to 
face me. 


"The only person who made a mistake is you!" | told him. "Listen 
here, Xander! It's one thing to call me a mudblood..." 


"Which you are." He bluntly stated. 


"But it's another thing to talk crap about my family and pick on my 
friends!" | told him. 


"Oh, yeah? So what are you gonna do about it?" 


"Well, seeing how you seem so sure of yourself about it, let's see 
who's better at magic. Like Ludolf the Wolf King did when he faced 
off against his rival Gonzalo in the clash among their packs, | will 
prove to you how strong | am!" With that, | then pointed at him for 
emphasis. "Xander Duskerman, | challenge you to a witch's duel!" 
Everyone except for Mom, Lilith, me, and Xander gasped in shock 
from this before the young Duskerman gained a smirk and slowly 
walked up to me. 


"| accept." He said, looking quite confident in himself. "Shall we settle 
the terms of our duel?" 


"Yeah. If | win, you have to take back all those nasty things you said 
and apologize to everyone." | told him. "And you have to admit that 
you were wrong and that humans can become witches and 
warlocks." 


"Very well. But if | win, you have to tell anyone that you are no 
warlock and that you don't belong here as well as give up doing 
magic forever." Xander told me. "Not only that, but as a constellation 
prize, | get your sword." With him pointing to my sword with that last 
part, me, Mom, Juniper, and Luz gasped in shock. 


"My Saisho?!" | said in disbelief. 


"Yeah. It's a Star-Rank weapon, which means it should only be 
wielded by a truly powerful warlock or witch, not some mudblood." 


"But you already have a weapon!" 


"Yes and my Sieghild is a fine weapon for someone such as myself. | 
wouldn't use any other weapon." 


"Then why do you want my sword?" 


"As a trophy, of course. | would like to remember the moment when | 
reminded the impudent mudblood that they did not belong in the 
Isles or served any purpose in this world." 


"But my dad made me this sword. He said it was one of a kind, just 
like me." 


"| don't care. That sword is wasted on you. Of course, | can allow 
you to keep it if you're too scared to face me and admit your defeat." 


At first, | was hesitant since losing this duel would mean losing the 
very weapon that had helped me in the toughest battles I've ever 
been in and the blade Dad had worked very hard for me to have. But 
then | looked back to see my mom and sister and Luz looking at me 
with concern and remembered what Xander had said, knowing that 
they didn't deserve that. Xander could say all that he liked to me, but 
he crossed the line when he bullied my family and friends. Turning 
back to him with a glare, | Knew what my answer would be. 


"It's a deal, Xander." | told him, holding my hand out to him before 
pulling it back when he tried to make a spell circle around it. "Whoa, 
hey! Don't you spell my hand, you little..." 


"Oh, calm down. This isn't for an attack." Xander told me with a blank 
expression. "This is just to make sure neither of us can go back on 
our little wager." 


"Okay..." | said as | then put my hand back out. Xander then put the 
spell circle around it before then grabbing my hand and shaking it. 


"There. Now the everlasting oath is sealed." Xander said with a 
smug look on his face as we broke the shake, the circle around my 
hand soon disappearing after we did as | glare at him. 


"Well then, looks like both our students and our boys will be duking it 
out." Mom said to Lilith with a smirk. "Care to see which of us is the 
better teacher?" 


"Very well, Edalyn." Lilith said with a smirk of her own as she then 
made a light blue spell circle like Xander, all the wanted posters of 
Eda and Juniper disappearing the instant she did. "For one day, you 
won't have to hide from the law. Just know that I'm only allowing this 
because | want to see just how good of a teacher you really are. 
We'll settle this in the grand theater. May the best witch and warlock 
win." 


"See you at the duel, Ryuji the Mudblood." Xander smugly told me 
before he and Lilith then walked away. 


"Oh, I'll be there!" | told him. "And it's 'Ryuji the Dragon Kid’, not 
‘Mudblood'!" 


"Ryuji, are you crazy?" Luz said in shock as she and Juniper ran 
over to me. "You can't bet your totally awesome sword!" 


"Yeah, Dad made that for you!" Juniper added. "That guy's not worth 
it!" 


"Look, | appreciate the concern, but | have to do this." | told the girls. 
"It's not just me he's picking on, it's all of us. That guy really needs to 
be taken down a peg and I'm gonna be the guy to do it." 


"That's the spirit." Mom said as she came over between me and Luz. 
"Now, come on, kids. We gotta prepare for some bloodshed." 


"Bloodshed?" | said as me and Luz looked up at her in concern. 
"Uh, who's blood?" Luz nervously asked. 


"Anyone's guess!" Mom said as she then pats me and Luz on the 
back before getting a look from me and Juniper. "What?" 


Going somewhere private to train, Mom placed Luz on a box she 
found before putting on a headband and quizzing us on what to do in 
the duel. 


"Okay, let's see if you two can handle this." Mom said as she then 
turned to me. "Ryuji, no doubt your dad taught you about the 
different types of weapons." 


"Yeah, which is why | know I'll be at a disadvantage when | go 
against Xander." | told her. 


"Disadvantage? What are you talking about?" Juniper said to me. "I 
bet you have more magic than he does." 


"It's not the amount of magic that's the problem. It's the weapons 
we're each using." | said to my sister. "Xander has a lance." 


"What? That oversized poker?" Juniper said a little chuckle. 

"It's not a laughing matter, sis." | told her. "Lances have a higher 
advantage in combat against swords, at least that's what | know of 
W.T. Dad taught me." 


"W.T.2" 


"Yeah, it's short for 'Weaponry Trilemma’, a special study for weapon 
users like me that tells us the advantages and disadvantages of 
weapons." | explained to her, using my illusion magic to show what 
I've listed. "In this, there are four types of weapons: swords, axes, 
lances, and bows. The study tells you of their own advantages and 
disadvantages in battle, especially against each other." Using my 
Illusion Magic, | then made a triangle made of arrows that pointed to 
each corner in a clockwise formation with the symbol of each of the 
three types of weapon | talked about appearing in each respective in 
the flow of the formation. "Swords are made to have a thin blade with 
a long cutting edge which allows the user to deflect enemy attacks 
and allow them to strike multiple times in one place, especially when 
changing direction. This gives the advantage over axes, which are 
made with the opposite design by having a thicker blade and a 
shorter cutting edge. That design haves them to try and get close to 
even get a strike and the weight doesn't allow them to move as 
freely with their strikes as a sword user. Of course, the advantages 
of the axe lie with the blade. Though having a short attack range, the 
blade's thickness can allow it to be used as a shield of sorts, 
especially with anything that's fired at the user. The weight of it also 
allows the user to deliver powerful strikes like how one would use a 
mace. This is what allows it to have the advantages over a lance." 


"While having the ability to strike an opponent from a distance, the 
width and weight of the spear also limit the user's movement and 
can be blocked if enough force is applied, force for which an axe 
user can have. Due to not having this advantage, swords aren't able 
to push it back and its user would end up pushed back by a lance 
user if they swung it. Not to mention that the spear also allows the 
lance user to recover and build a defense against a sword user than 
it would for an axe user." 


"Uh, can you repeat that?" Juniper asked as all of this was hard for 
her to process, Causing me to sigh in annoyance. 


"Sword beats axe, axe beats lance, lance beats sword." | told her. 
"That better?" 


"Yeah, way better." Juniper said. "Wait, is this where that game 
Sword, Axe, Lance comes from?" 


"Sword, Axe, and Lance?" | asked, curious about that. "Is that like 
Rock, Paper, Scissors?" 


"Basically, yeah. It's become quite popular here in the Isles." Mom 
told me. "The schools teach the weapon triangle thing in the Warriors 
Track and Sword, Axe, and Lance has come to be the easiest way of 
teaching it. No doubt Lilith's golden child knows this and sees all this 
as just an easy win for him." 


"Wait, that's only three. What about bows?" Luz said to me. 


"Oh, those are in a neutral zone of the trilemma." | told her with the 
symbol for bows appearing in the middle. "Yeah, due to their long- 
distance range in striking enemies and used for projectiles, bows can 
have an advantage or disadvantage against any of the three 
depending on the battle." | then canceled my magic, making the 
diagram disappear. "My point is that Xander's use of that lance 
would put me in a tight spot considering I'm only using a sword. It 
also doesn't help considering this is the first time I'm facing anyone 
who's using a weapon that uses magic like mine. Not to mention that 
it happens to be a member of a Noble Three family." 


"Which is why you'll have to act smarter." Mom said to me. "Axel 
made that sword so you can take on anything." 


"Yeah, but I've never used it against a lance before, especially one 
made to use magic." | told her. 


"Oh, yeah. That's right." She said before she then spoke to Luz. 
"Okay, Luz, I'm coming at you with a blast of fire. What do you do?" 
Luz's response to this was putting on her hoody and tilting down on 
the floor. "Oh, that's right. | haven't taught you many spells, huh?" 


"No, you didn't." | told her as Luz shook her head. 


"Boy, | hope you didn't make an everlasting oath to give up magic 
like Ryuji." Eda told her. "You'd be toast." 


"Is there a glowy hand thing that happens?" Luz said as she sat up, 
looking more worried than before. 


"You made an everlasting oath with Amity when you challenged her, 
didn't you?" Juniper bluntly asked her. 


"Yes." Luz said with a look of guilt. 


"Mom, please tell me that the everlasting oath is just some formal 
promise that we can go back on." | said with a look of guilt. 


"Unfortunately, no." Mom told me. "An everlasting oath is a special 
spell used for making deals. It makes it so that anyone under will 
fulfill their end of the deal, even forcing them into doing it." 


"Wait, So you're saying that if we lose, we'll never be able to do 
magic even if we try?" | said as Luz stood up and the two of us look 
at my mom in disbelief. 


"Not unless the oath is broken by the one who made it." Mom told 
us. 


"Abomination, rise." Hearing Amity's voice, we turned around to see 
her practicing her magic under Lilith's supervision, the witch 
summoning a small abomination with a pink spell circle on the floor. 


The abomination grabbed its head and threw it, hitting some random 
guy from the Bakers Coven who then got tossed aside by the midget 
prisoner who then yelled out in triumph. She didn't have much time 
to do it before she was hit with abomination goo, trapping her on the 
floor. Following where it came from, | saw Xander standing there with 
his lance pointed at to midget, his weapon at full extent with the 
spear glowing in magenta light. After he pulled it back, the light 
turned from magenta to purple before he then thrust it forward, 
unleashing this purple glowing spirit with fangs and sharp claws 


which took the backboard of the Bakers Coven's stand and brought it 
into the air before dropping it down to Xander. With his dragon wings 
forming on his back, Xander took off into the air with the thrust of his 
lance before doing a spin as he pierced through the board, breaking 
it into pieces. After doing this, Xander stopped spinning and gently 
floated down to the ground, taking stance with his lance pointing to 
the ground and his wings spread out along with the spirit going down 
to float behind him. Seeing that made me and Luz shiver in fear. 


"Ooh, boy." Mom said with worry, seeing what we were up against. 
"Yeah, you two are screwed." Juniper told us. 


"Oh, man! What are we gonna do?" Luz said in disbelief as she went 
into a panic. "There's no way we can win and now me and Ryuji are 
gonna lose everything!" 


"Hey, Luz, don't talk like that." | said to her in reassurance. "We are 
gonna win this and we are gonna prove to them humans can 
become witches." 


"That's right." Mom said with a look of determination. "We are not 
gonna let those snobs win that easy! In fact, we are not gonna let 
them win at all! I've got an idea." Her headband then suddenly 
snapped off. "You kids wait right here. Hopefully, I'll be back before 
the duel." With her walking off, me and Luz looked at each other as 
we wondered on what my mom was planning to do. 


By the time she was done with whatever she was doing, it was about 
time for the duel to start, so me, Luz, and Mom raced down to the 
theater as fast as we could. When we got there, the seats were 
already filled up with the crowd that came to see the duel, amongst 
them were Willow and Gus along with my sister who sat beside 
them. 


"Beloved citizens," Lilith spoke out to the crowd as she announced 
the duel. "The Emperor's Coven proudly presents an impromptu 


demonstration of the sort of witch we seek every year." She then 
gently pushed both Amity and Xander, making the two smug Hexside 
students step forward with Amity having her arms crossed. 
"Introducing Amity Blight and my son Xander Duskerman!" With 
Xander taking his lance off his hip and thrusting upward where it 
extended to full length, the crowd cheered away for them. 


"Whoo! Go, Amity!" Said a random fan who held up a foam finger. 
"And their opponents." Lilith said, me drawing out my Saisho as she 
said my name. "Ryuji Frank and..." Mom then moved aside to reveal 
Luz who hid behind her out of fear, my friend still looking nervous. 
"Some human girl." After they gave a gasp of shock, there was a lot 
of commotion from the crowd as they talked amongst themselves. 
"A Frank? Here?" 

"A human?" 

"He doesn't look like a witch." 

"Humans can't do magic." 


"They're not Amity or Xander." 


"Go figure it'd go like this." | said, not surprised by this. "We're 
definitely the underdogs in this picture." 


"Eda, what are we going to do?" Luz asked her mentor. 


"Yeah, | was wondering about that too." | said. "While | might be able 
to handle myself a little against Xander, | don't think Luz will be able 
to hold her own considering she only knows how to do Light Glyphs." 


"Calm down. | got her covered." Mom said before she pointed to 
mounds of dirt layered around the area. "You see those mounds, 
Luz? They're actually special magic traps | set for you to use in the 
duel. Get Amity to land on one of those and she'll set off the trap 


there. Ryuji, | Know your magic is strong, but if you find yourself 
backed into a corner, lure Xander into one of those traps." 


"Wait, what?" | said, shocked by this. 
"Eda, that's cheating!" Luz said, feeling just the same as me. 


"Nobody will know." Mom said as she waved off what we said. "To all 
the eyes up there, it'll look like you're performing magic. Just trust 
me." 


"Mom, we can't use those traps." | told her. 


"Yeah, if we used those to win, it'll just prove Amity and Xander 
right." Luz added. 


"Do you want to feel guilty about it or give up on becoming a witch?" 
Mom said to Luz who then thought it over before giving a sigh of 
defeat. 


"| know in my heart that it's wrong, but | don't want to give up doing 
magic." Luz said. 


"That's the spirit." Mom said to her with a proud smile. 


"Well, I'm not gonna use those traps." | said, still bent on fighting fair 
and square. "I rather lose trying than not trying at all." 


"Okay, then go out there and show your snobby cousin what 
happens when you mess with the Dragon Kid." Giving me a wink, my 
mom then went over to watch by the entrance. 


By the scream of the bell, me and Luz along with Amity and Xander 
walked forward to the center until the four of us were standing in 
front of each other, each of us across our respective opponent. 


"Get ready, hybrid." Xander said to me. "For once this is over, only 
one of us will be walking out of her with that sword." 


"Yeah, and then we'll see who's right and who's wrong." | said while 
taking fighting stance. "Let's just see which one of us is the better 
warlock." Xander then made his wings appear, but-while they wore 
forming-they suddenly grew at least three times bigger which made 
the warlock stumble a bit from the extra weight. 


"Whoa!" | said, surprised by this. 


"Whoa." Xander said, equally surprised before turning to smirk at me 
him. "Let's see what you got, hybrid!" With that, he then took off into 
the air before he then started diving toward me with a thrust of his 
lance. 


"Oh, boy!" | said before | went on to cast my speed spell. 
"Enhancement Magic: Wind Dash!" Managing to cast it in time, | was 
able to dodge Xander's attack. 


"Ryuji!" Luz called out in concern. 


"I'd be more worried about yourself, human!" | heard Amity say 
before looking over as she then created a spell circle on the ground. 
"Abomination, rise!" Amity said after she made a big spell circle on 
the ground, her abomination appearing but it was four times bigger 
than the one she summoned earlier, making Luz gasp in shock. 
Amity was just as surprised by this. "Whoa." Amity quickly recovered 
from this as she then smirked at Luz. "Show me what you got, 
human!" 


"I'm not good under pressure!" Luz screamed as she ran away, 
avoiding a stomp from the abomination bent on flattening her into a 
pancake. 


"Luz!" | yelled out as | saw this before dodging Xander as he dove at 
me again. That's where | decided | had enough as | glared at 
Xander. "Okay, that's it! You wanted to see what | got? Well, you got 
it!" Raising my sword up with both hands, it then became covered in 
flames before | then pointed it at Xander who was trying to dive at 
me again. "Attack Magic: Flame Dragon's Roar!" 


Sending off a blast of fire that took the form of a dragon's head, | 
watched as Xander stopped before pulling his lance back where the 
spear then started glowing purple before he then thrust it forward, 
my cousin summoning and sending that spirit he used earlier. When 
the spirit clashed with the blast, there was a big explosion where | 
was then shocked by the spirit managing to survive it as it came out 
of the smoke and started swiping its claws at me. | tried to slash at it, 
but the spirit was too fast for me to hit it. 


"Ha! Is that all you got?" Xander called out as he floated around 
above us. 


Though | tried my best, the spirit eventually hit me and knocked me 
to the ground before soon disappearing. Wondering why it 
disappeared, | soon got my answer as | heard Xander laughing and 
looked up. 


"Got you now, mudblood!" Xander said as he prepared to dive at me, 
pulling back his lance which had stopped glowing at the spear and 
was now glowing at the tip in blue light. 


Though shocked by this, | then heard screaming and saw Luz 
running with Amity's abomination right behind her, the slime golem 
thing taking off its head before throwing it away. Seeing how Luz was 
about to run past me, | saw that head was gonna land where | was. 
Seeing Xander about to strike me from above, | smiled as | got an 
idea. 


[No one's view] 


"Nowhere you can run now!" Xander said as he dove right at Ryuji, 
striking him which causes him to turn into a puff of light blue smoke 
and leave the lancer in shock. "What? An illusion double?" 


"Hey, Xander!" Hearing his voice, Xander then turns to see Ryuji 
standing far from him with a smirk on his face, the young Duskerman 
glare at him with a growl as he prepares to attack him again. Before 


Xander could move, Ryuji then pointed upwards with his free hand. 
"Heads up!" 


With that, Xander then looked up and gasped in shock upon seeing 
the head of Amity's abomination falling towards him. 


"Oh, no." He said before the head landed on top of him, slamming 
him to the ground as it turned into a puddle of purple slime. 


[Ryuji] 


A brief moment after the head splattered on him, | watched as 
Xander got up on his hands and knees while covered in abomination 
goo, coughing a bit from the experience before he tried to get himself 
out and struggled to do so while he was stuck in the slime like a fly 
on flypaper. 


"Hey, | tried to warn ya!" | called out, the crowd laughing at the 
struggling warlock who became shocked at this before growling at 
me. 


"Frank, when | get out of here, you are so dead!" Xander said as he 
then pulled on some abomination goo on his head, the slime 
stretching out as he did. "You know how hard it's gonna be to get 
abomination goo out of hair?" The slime snapped back and made the 
warlock slap himself in the head. 


"If it's anything like your ego, | bet it would be pretty hard!" | said, 
getting another laugh from the crowd along with a growl from Xander 
before then running off with a speed dash. 


[No one's view] 
Back with the duel between Amity and Luz, the witch smiled as her 


abomination continued to chase the human girl, confident that this 
would be an easy wind for her. 


"Amity!" Hearing her name, Amity then turned to Xander was still 
struggling to get out of the abomination goo puddle caused by her 
abomination earlier. "Watch where you throw that abomination goo!" 


"Hey, I'm just trying to win and prove that human how much of a 
fraud she is!" Amity told him as the Duskerman was reaching the end 
of the puddle. "Don't blame me that you fell for that hybrid's trick!" 


"Fine! But did you have to make it so thick?" Xander said as he got 
out of the puddle and tried to pull his lance out of it, the tip of it stuck 
on a strand of abomination goo. "I almost drowned in it!" The strand 
then snapped, causing Xander to fall to the ground. 


"Sorry, but | didn't know you were gonna get stuck in it!" Amity said 
before she turned back to the chase before her. "And if you're just 
gonna yell at me, then | guess you don't want to Know about that fire 
blast!" 


"What fire-aah!" Xander said as he was then knocked away by a 
dragon-head-shaped blast of fire. 


After being pushed into a corner, Luz began to whimper as she had 
nowhere else to run and the abomination towered over her, the 
golem regaining a new head as it walked right towards her. Luz 
thought it was over until she then noticed one of the mounds Eda 
made right in front of her and, much to the teen's luck as she held up 
her hands, the abomination stepped on it and triggered one of the 
magic traps which erupted into a pillar of fire, shocking Amity. 


"How did you do that?" Amity asked with a glare. 
"I, uh... Magic?" Luz answered, nervously. 
Up in the upper section of the stands, King was scatting wearing a 


whole bunch of more clothing and hats along with all sorts of 
souvenirs from the Covention. 


"Things that are free! People are giving offerings to me! | love 
offerings!" King said while singing a little tune as he walked up to 
Juniper, Willow, and Gus. "What did | miss?" 


"Luz and Ryuji are in a witch's duel!" Willow informed him, sounding 
very worried. 


"Yeah, and they're kicking ass out there!" Juniper said, thinking 
differently. 


"Yeah! They can win it all!" Gus added, thinking much the same. 
"Yeah-yeah!" 


"Wait, what?" King said with surprise, looking towards the two duels 
happening below. 


[Ryuji] 


After he recovered from the attack, Xander took off into the air and 
started blasting blue magic blasts at me, me using my Wind Dash to 
dodge them as | ran around the area. 


"Hold still, you little bastard!" Xander angrily said to me, continuing to 
fire at me. 


"Here's a better idea! How about you come down here and face me 
like a man?" | said before | then took my sword by both hands and 
drew it back for a slash attack before | parkour a wall, the blade 
being surrounded in wind as | did this. "Attack Magic: Wind Cloak! 
Tempest Slash!" Sending a slash of wind at him, Xander tried to 
dodge but got one of his wings cut in half. Landing on my feet, | 
watched as Xander then fell and crashed to the ground. | smiled as | 
removed one hand from the grip, feeling proud of myself. 


Hearing the howl of the wind, | looked over to see Amity and her 
abomination being blown away and knocked to the ground by a gust 
of wind, no doubt caused by one of Mom's magic traps. | didn't like 


seeing Luz cheat her way to victory, but | saw she had no choice 
given the odds stacked against her. 


"Hey, | saw you that time!" Amity said as she picked herself up. "You 
didn't use your hands! What are you even doing?" 


"Not dying!" Luz replied back before she ran away screaming as 
Amity got her abomination back up and continue going after her. 


"Oh, you're in for it now, Frank!" | heard Xander say as | saw him get 
himself back up on his feet with his lance as he looked at me with a 
face of rage, his wings gone and the lance's spear glowing magenta. 
"No one clips my Dusk Wings! Raaah!" With one thrust of his lance, 
a strand of abomination goo fired out from the tip and it turned into a 
spiked barb as it came at me. 


"Oh, crap!" | said with shock before | then used my Wind Dash to 
dodge the slime barb, making it hit the wall behind me and leaving a 
hole in it. "Crap, crap, crap, crap!" | said with fear as | then started 
running while Xander started thrusting his lance multiple times as he 
tracked me. It was only after a while that Xander spoke out to me. 


"Hey, Frank! | see your human friend is giving that abomination a 
hard time!" Xander told me as he kept trying to hit me. "But isn't she 
supposed to be facing the spell when she casts it?" 


Looking over, | was shocked as | saw what he was talking about. As 
Luz ran around the place, the abomination tripped multiple traps 
which slowed it down before it hit one, my friend only running away 
and not even trying to make it look like she cast a spell. | was 
starting to get worried that Luz was gonna get caught cheating the 
duel. | didn't have much time to worry about her as | was then 
smacked to a wall by Xander's barb after he whipped it at me. After 
landing on the ground, | quickly picked myself and held my sword in 
both hands as Xander started charging at me, thrusting the barb at 
me. | dodged it, but soon found myself ducking, jumping, and doing 
the old bob-and-weave as Xander began whipping at me. After a 
while, when I got the chance, | slashed at the barb with my Saisho, 


cutting it off by the strand. But before | could turn to face him, Xander 
smacked me away with the spear of his lance, having gotten close 
enough while | was busy with his barb. After landing on the ground, | 
tried to pick myself up, but only managed to get to my hands and 
feet before Xander had the point of his lance right at my face. 


"Looks like | win." Xander said to me as | looked to see that smug 
look on his face. "Guess you won't be needing that sword anymore, 
mudblood." 


Looking down at my Saisho, | found myself looking myself right in 
the eyes through the reflection on the blade. While | knew that | was 
outmatched and surrendering seemed like the only option, deep in 
my heart, | Knew that | couldn't give up so easily. | worked so hard to 
get where | was, to prove | was worthy of this sword. | helped the 
Element Gang fight the Dark Gang and all kinds of powerful bad 
guys. | never once gave up then and | was sure as hell wasn't gonna 
give up now! 


"No, not yet." | said as | then grabbed my Saisho by the hilt before 
using it to help me get to my feet. "This isn't... over." Fighting 
through how tired | was feeling, | managed to slowly get back on my 
feet turned around and looked at Xander to show him my 
determination. "I'm still... not giving up." Xander gasped as he was 
shocked, no doubt from seeing me still willing to fight. Xander quickly 
shook it off before he growled at me. 


"Look, just give up! There's no way you can beat me or my Sieghild!" 
He told me as he then raised his lance. "You're history!" 


Gaining a smirk, | then swiftly dodged the swings from Xander by 
bobbing and weaving. After a while of doing, | made a spell circle 
with my foot before bringing it up and aiming it at Xander. Though he 
tried to block it with his Sieghild, the wind blast | kicked at him still 
pushed him back a bit away from me, leaving about two and a half 
yards between us. 


"Well, you do make a good point. Your Sieghild has proven to have 
an advantage over my Saisho." | told him. "But | still got the will to 
win, which is how I've gotten so far and why | won't give it up now!" 
Putting on a serious face, | then pointed my Saisho right at Xander. 
"Just who the hell do you think | am?" 


[No one's view] 


Looking at him from the sidelines, the Clawthorne gazed upon Ryuji 
in awe while seeing a teenage Axel in his place as the boy reminded 
them of his father. From seeing this, Eda then gained a smirk from 
feeling proud of her son for keeping his ground. 


[Ryuji] 


"Such foolish nonsense." Xander said as he then glared at me, 
gripping his Sieghild tightly by the handle. "I'm giving you one last 
chance, hybrid. Surrender now and accept your defeat!" 


"| told you I'm not giving up!" I told him. 


"Fine, then I'll just beat you until you give me that sword!" Xander 
said before he then charged at me, raising his lance above his head 
for a strike. 


"I'd like to see you try!" | said as | then got into stance for a forward 
slash while holding my Saisho to the left side of me. 


[No one's view] 


After Ryuji made his declaration, the Saisho's blade slowly becomes 
enveloped in a bright white which then slowly spread out to the 
guard after covering the blade completely. Ryuji barely noticed it as 
he was focused on his counterattack against Xander who also had 
yet to notice as he kept his focus on his hybrid cousin. With the 
sword's blade and guard completely covered in light, everyone 
looked at the duel between the cousins in awe as they awaited on 
what was about to happen. 


[Ryuji] 


"By the way, | don't care what you call me, but I can tell you that I'm 
not mudblood!" | said as Xander had reached halfway to me. "I'm 
Ryuji the Dragon Kid!" Xander then got close to where the spear 
would slam me as he brought it down. "And my magic is never giving 


up!" 


With that, | then slashed at him, managing to block his attack with 
my blade hitting the spear of his lance. After a moment of holding on, 
| pressed on until | pushed back his attack, forcing him to hold his 
lance out to the side before | then created a spell circle with my free 
hand and used it to send a wind blast at Xander. | watched as my 
attack sent my cousin skidding across the ground by his feet with 
Xander quickly using his lance to stop himself as he was now a few 
yards away from him, luckily not hitting any traps that weren't already 
set off. 


"What?" Hearing Xander say that, | was a little confused until | 
looked to my Saisho and saw that it was glowing, not in any of the 
usual colored lights it normally got when | cast a spell attack with it 
but in white light. Another thing that got my attention was that its 
guard was glowing too. 


Bringing it up in front of me, after gazing upon it in awe for a 
moment, | then watched as both the blade and the guard changed 
shape. The blade went from a thin curve to a thick cone and the 
guard grew bigger until it was big enough to cover my hand if | held 
it. Awhile after this change, the light then began to slowly fade away 
from my weapon, starting from the tip of the cone down. After it was 
gone, | was surprised to find that | no longer had a sword in hand, 
but a battle lance with a large and long spear that had the same 
engraving as the sword's blade with a gold vamplate with eight, 
downward-curved plumes aligned along its edge. The tip of the lance 
was the same gold as the bottom of the spear. 


"Whoa!" | said, not really expecting this. Neither was much anyone 
else as | heard a gasp from the crowd. Even Lilith was shocked by 


this. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Wow! | knew Dad said the Saisho had special features, but I didn't 
think he made to change into a lance! | really have the coolest dad in 
all the realms! 


"Hey, you're cheating!" Xander called out with a look of anger, 
pointing at me with his lance. "You switched out your weapon!" 


"Actually, | didn't." | told him with a smirk as | showed him the grip of 
the Saisho which was the only thing that stayed the same. "See? 
This is still my Saisho." 


"You mean you turned that sword into a lance?" Xander said to me in 
disbelief. "How is that possible?" 


"| told you before, my dad made me this sword. Just like me, it's got 
its own set of tricks." | then pointed my lance at Xander who was still 
in disbelief. "What's the matter, Duskerman? Upset me and you are 

now on equal footing?" 


"Grrr! Go to hell!" Xander declared with a growl, charging at me with 
his lance at the ready. 


"Oh, yeah? Well, you first!" | did much the same and it wasn't long 
until we clashed lances at the point. 


With me having a grin while Xander growled angrily at me, we 
stayed like this until we pushed each other back before we then 
began clashing spear points. | would have to admit, Xander's 
Sieghild was well made if it could handle being bashed at by my 
Saisho without much of a dent. Guess | shouldn't be surprised 
considering that this was a weapon made for a child of one of the 
Noble Three families. After clashing for a while, we both backed 


away from each other to give ourselves some distance, Xander's 
Sieghild glowing magenta as he pulled it back before its tip was 
covered in abomination goo. Deciding to try that trick out for myself, | 
pulled back my Saisho and then focused my Plant Magic into it, 
causing the spear to glow in green light before the tip was covered in 
a thorny vine. 


"Attack Magic: Vine Whip!" | called out before swinging my lance at 
the same time as Xander, sending an outstretching vine that 
countered his slime strand before the two of us began whipping at 
each other in a clash of Abomination Magic and Plant Magic. 


[No one's view] 

Watching the duel continue, the crowd was in awe at seeing Ryuji 
managing to counter Xander's attacks, all of them even more 
surprised than when his weapon changed form. 


"Whoa. | didn't know Ryuji knew how to use a lance." Gus said, 
surprised by this. 


"He recovered pretty quickly too." Willow added, just as surprised. 


"Of course! Why wouldn't he?" King told the two. "He is Axel's son 
after all." 


"Hell, yeah! Whoo-hoo!" Juniper cheered out, excitedly. "Go, DK!" 
At the entrance, Eda looked at her son in awe for holding his own in 
the duel for a moment before gaining a smile and looking to Lilith 
who was watching the duel with surprise. 


"Ha! How do you like me now, Lily?" Eda called out, trying to rile her 
sister, but Lilith manages to keep her composure. 


"Don't be so cocky, Edalyn.” Lilith said with an emotionless 
expression. "Your child has not yet triumphed over mine." 


[Ryuji] 


After a while of clashing whips with each other, | decided to end the 
little standoff by thrusting a vine right at Xander, breaking through the 
abomination whip and knocking him to the ground. 


"Is that all ya got?" | said as Xander picked himself up. 


"Hardly!" Xander said as the light on his lance changed from 
magenta to purple with the slime evaporating from the tip before he 
then thrust his lance forward and unleashed that spirit minion of his. 


"Time to switch it up!" | said before taking my Saisho in both hands 
and holding it above my head, the vines disappearing as the light on 
the spear changed from green to gold. "Earth Magic: Rising Pillars!" 


Strike the lance into the ground, | watched as my elemental magic 
flowed through the ground before stone pillars rose from it right in 
the path of Xander's summoned spirit. The spirit tried its best to 
dodge the rising pillars, but soon got overwhelmed by my spell and 
slammed right into one that rose up right in front of it, disappearing 
upon impact. 


[No one's view] 


On the other side of the pillars, Xander watched as his spirit 
disappeared and growled in frustration that his attack failed. With his 
spear losing its purple glow while the tip started glowing light blue, 
Xander pulled back his lance as he then brought out his Dusk Wings. 
With a single thrust of his weapon, Xander then jumped as he flew 
towards the pillars, spinning before he began cutting through them 
like a drill. Upon reaching the other side, Xander stopped and stood 
at the ground with a look of anger as the pillars collapsed behind 
him. 


"Alright, hybrid! Now I've..." Xander said before he gained a look of 
shock upon finding Ryuji gone. "Wait, where'd he go?" 


"Up here!" Looking upward, Xander finds Ryuji coming down at him 
with the Saisho thrust forward as its spear was surrounded in a 


spiraling golden light. "Attack Magic: Shining Drill!" 


Seeing this, Xander quickly jumped to dodge as Ryuji hit the ground, 
leaving a cloud of dust. After landing and regaining his foot, Xander 
turned back with the intent of attacking Ryuji only to be shocked to 
find him gone with a large hole in the ground where the Frank boy 
struck. Perplexed by this, Xander looked around to see where Ryuji 
had gone, unable to hear the sound of dirt being moved beneath 
him. It was only a moment until Ryuji popped out of the ground 
behind him, the hybrid boy sporting a grin as his lance stopped 
glowing. 


"What?" Xander said in shock after turning around to find Ryuji 
behind him. 


"Peek-a-boo!" Ryuji said before he swung his lance and smacked 
Xander away, sending the Duskerman boy rolling across the ground. 


"Yes! That's the way to do it!" Eda said, impressed by Ryuji's sneak 
attack. 


[Ryuji] 


After landing flat on his stomach about two yards away from me, | 
watched as Xander then struggled to get himself while using his 
Sieghild as support. 


"| don't understand." Xander said with a glare pointed at me. "How 
are you this strong? You're just a hybrid." 


"Yeah, I'm a hybrid, but I'm also the guy who was trained by a great 
warrior who fought for both peace and justice." | told him as | pointed 
the Saisho at him, tensing my muscles as | prepared myself to finish 
this. "Even after learning everything | could be taught in both combat 
and in magic, | trained and managed to grow with my magic. | went 
through a great journey where | fought against powerful opponents, 
learning something new from every battle. | wanted to be as strong 
as all the amazing fighters | met, better than them even, both the 


good guys and the bad guys. | kept on training and pushing past my 
limit!" Pulling back my Saisho, | got ready to finish Xander off with 
the hollowing of wind surrounding my lance. "Attack Magic: Tempest 
Thrust!" A moment after saying that, | then charged forward right at 
Xander at top speed with a Wind Dash and closed the distance. 
"Here... comes... Dragon... Kiiid!" 


Before he had time to react, | then thrust my Saisho, slamming the 
orb of wind it had at the tip right into Xander's gut. With Xander 
giving a groaning grunt from the impact, the orb exploded and 
unleashed a powerful burst of wind that surrounded the place, a 
powerful gale that | managed to keep my ground against with a 
smile. 


[No one's view] 


With powerful winds blowing throughout the theater, everyone 
around the two boys used their arms to shield themselves against 
the gale. After a moment, the wind finally died down and everyone 
looked in shock and awe as they watched Xander crash to the 
ground, losing his grip on his Sieghild while skidding across on his 
back until he stopped near a mound concealing one of Eda's magic 
traps with his lance landing beside him, only a yard and a half away 
from Ryuji. 


[Ryuji] 


Walking over to him, | watched as Xander then woke up with a groan 
and sat up where I then had the point of my Saisho right at his face. 


"| beat you. It's over!" | told him, Xander giving me a groan of 
exasperation that he had been defeated. 


Not long after that, | heard cheering and looked out to the crowd as 
they all cheered for my victory. Though surprised by this, | eventually 
smiled upon hearing the compliments. 


"That was awesome!" 


"He beat a Duskerman!" 
"He really is a Frank!" 
[No one's view] 


While the crowd cheered, both Lilith and Amity looked upon the 
defeated Xander in absolute disbelief. 


"I've never seen moves like that." Lilith said. "And the way he used 
those spells... He really is Axel's son." 


"No way." Amity said. 


"Yes! Yes! That's my boy!" Eda cheered out for her son's win from 
the sidelines. 


"Yeah, that's my friend!" Luz called out excitedly. "DK! DK! DK!" 


From this, the whole crowd soon joined and began cheering out 
Ryuji's nickname as the Frank boy's weapon turned back into a 
sword within a flash before he then placed it back on his back, Ryuji 
smiling proudly at this while Xander growled in annoyance. 


Amongst the crowd, Juniper, Willow, and Gus were cheering out with 
everyone else until Gus spoke up. 


"Alright, Ryuji! Way to rock it like a hybrid!" 
"He did really well for a half-witch." Willow put in. 


"Oh, that's no half-witch." Juniper told them with a proud smile. 
"That's my brother!" 


[Ryuji] 


| really got to say, it felt great to hear such a cheer from people for 
what | did with my magic. This was short-lived when | heard Amity's 
growl of anger. 


"Okay! You're hybrid boyfriend there might've won his deal, but I'm 
still gonna beat you!" Amity said to Luz, looking furious as she waved 
her arm. "Abomination, attack!" 


With that, her abomination then continued to chase Luz who then ran 
away. After a while, Luz had managed to lead the abomination into a 
trap, causing a puff of smoke that knocked the slime giant down. 


"Grrr! If you want a job done right, you have to do it yourself." Amity 
said with a growl of annoyance before marching over to Luz just as 
her abomination was back on its feet. "Abomination, halt!" Following 
her command, the abomination froze after it managed to pull off its 
head. 


[No one's view] 


Back in the stands, the trio gained looks of worry as they watched an 
angry Amity march towards Luz. 


"Uh-oh. | think Luz might be in trouble." Willow said as Juniper then 
looked around. 


"Hey, has anyone seen King?" Juniper asked, the little demon no 
longer with them. 


"This | gotta see!" Hearing his voice, the three then looked to find 
King a couple of rows below as he tried to get a much closer look at 
the duel, slowly climbing down the seats. 


"Go, Amity!" The dueling witch's fan exclaimed, causing King to 
pause. 


"Hey, you root for Luz or nobody!" The demon exclaimed before 
slipping on one of his scarves and starting to tumble down. 


"King!" Juniper said as she then chased after him with worry, rushing 
down the seats to try and catch him. 


[Ryuji] 


As Luz stood there with worry, | actually feared what Amity was 
going to do to my friend as the witch marched her way over to her. 


"Okay, human. Enough playing around." Amity angrily said. "You 
either tell me how you're doing all of this or I'm gonna..." 


"No, Amity! Don't step any closer!" Luz told her, stopping the witch's 
approach. Looking over between them, | saw a mound hiding one of 
my mom's traps sitting there. 


"Why? What happens if | step closer?" Amity asked as she raised an 
eyebrow. 


Hearing a couple of grunts, we all looked to the stands and saw King 
tumbling down the seats with Juniper close behind him. As he 
pounced off the last seating row, Juniper tried to catch him, but fell 
short and landed flat on the edge of the stands while King flew into 
the area where he landed on the mouth. With that, the trap was 
tripped and a whole bunch of spikes erupted from the ground. 
Luckily for King, the clothing he was wearing took the hit. 


"Huh? Hey, I'm okay." King said as he hung by his clothes on the 
spikes, Juniper giving a sigh of relief. 


"Spikes?!" Luz said in shock as me and her looked at my mom. 


"Mom! Seriously?" | spoke out, my mom shrugging with a nervous 
smile. 


"What the...?" Hearing his voice, | turned over to Xander as he then 
picked up his Sieghild and poked the mound near him with the tip, 
causing a burst of fire to pop out. Watching him glare after looking 
around, | knew he had figured out what was going on. "Hey, there's 
magic traps all over the field!" the crowd gasped in shock from 
hearing this. 


"I knew it!" | turned back to see Amity jabbing a finger at Luz while 
Xander flew over to her with a glare and his mother walking over to 


them. "You were cheating!" 


"Amity, no! | didn't mean to..." Luz said as she tried to explain herself 
while me and Mom got over to her with Juniper jumping down to join 
us. 


Meanwhile, Lilith kneeled down touching a spike that crumbled to 
dust. 


"Oh, Eda." Lilith said after she kneeled down and touched a spike 
which then crumbled to dust before she then stood back up with a 
proud smile directed at my mom. "I do believe this means you lose!" 
My mom growled at her sister with a glare in response. 


"| can't believe this!" Xander spoke out in anger. "Were you planning 
to use these traps if | was close to beating you?" 


"What? No!" | told him, trying to explain. "My mom put those traps 
there! | only wanted to fight fairly!" 


"He's right. Ryuji never wanted to cheat his way to win. Neither did I." 
Luz spoke up as she looked to Amity. "Amity, it wasn't my idea to 
cheat. When | found out what Eda did, | tried to stop it, but..." 

"Who could believe anything you say?" Amity snarled at her. 


"Yeah, and here | thought Franks were honorable." Xander said, 
making me look down in shame. "Guess | was wrong." 


[No one's view] 


"Shall we take our leave, Amity?" Xander asked as his Sieghild 
folded itself down before he put it back on his hip. 


"Yeah, let's go." Amity said before the two then turned around and 
started walking away. 


As the two were walking away, Juniper gained a look of surprise 
upon seeing something stuck to their necks before she then 


whispered to her mother who became just as surprised. 
[Ryuji] 


"Hold it right there, you two." Mom said as she and Juniper walked 
over to the witch and warlock, the two teens stopping upon hearing 
this. 


"Hey, get your hands off me!" Xander said as my sister and mom 
then lifted up the hair at the back of both his and Amity's heads. 


"Hey, what are you..." Amity said before Mom and Juniper pulled 
something on both hers and Xander's necks. 


Upon doing so, we all then watched as Xander's Dusk Wings 
returned to the size they were a while before the duel started and 
Amity's abomination shrunk down from a giant to that mini version of 
itself, the slime golem dropping its head which squashed it. 


"Power Glyphs from the Construction Coven!" Mom said as she and 
Juniper held said glyph stickers. 


"These guys had their magic supercharged the whole duel!" Juniper 
added, me and Luz gasping in shock with the crowd from seeing 
Amity and Xander using power boosts in the duel. 

[No one's view] 


Upon hearing this, the crowd was in utter disbelief that the witch and 
warlock they admired had been cheating the whole duel. 


"Okay, | did not see this coming." Said the Oracle Coven witch from 
earlier. 


"They cheated." Willow gasped while looking at Gus. 


[Ryuji] 


"Seriously? You were using Power Glyphs the whole time?" | said to 
the witch and warlock who looked to be stunned in shock, angry with 
both of them. "And you had the nerve to call us cheaters." 


"Wait, this is a mistake! We didn't know we had those!" Xander told 
me, his look of worry surprising me as | saw he was telling the truth. 
"We never even been near the Construction Coven!" Hearing that, | 
then realized that my mom wasn't the only one who was planning on 
cheating. 


"But | think we all Know who has." | said, glaring at Lilith who had 
looked away while trying her best not to look guilty. 


"Mother?" Xander said in disbelief as he figured it out. "You put those 
glyphs on us?" 


"Whoa!" Luz said with shock as she realized it. "So both our teachers 
put up a safety net so we wouldn't lose." 


"Yeah, only difference is that one of them told her students about her 
plan instead of going through with it without their consent." | said 
before speaking to Lilith. "For crying out loud, Xander's your son." 


"Yeah, and you just tricked him into cheating?" Juniper added, our 
aunt looking down in shame. "That's cold, Lilith. Really cold." 


"Ah-ha!" Mom spoke up as she started to do a series of victory 
dances, surprising her sister before turning to her. "Yes, yes, yes- 
yes-yes! You cheated! Perfect, prissy Lilith cheated! Hot damn! | love 
Coventions! La-la-la!" 


"I only did that because | knew you would cheat!" Lilith responded in 
annoyance. 


"Still cheated!" Mom said as she was enjoying the moment. 
"Welcome down to my level!" 


As Mom continued to gloat, me, Juniper, and Luz looked to the 
crowd as they began to murmur amongst themselves, no doubt still 
in disbelief of what they found out. Looking over at them, we 
watched as Amity and Xander looked around nervously. No doubt in 
shock from being lied to like that, me and Luz walked over to comfort 
them. 


"| can't believe this." Amity said before she ran right out of the 
theater. 


"Amity, wait!" Xander called out as he then ran after her. 
"Xander! Amity!" | said before King called out. 


"Juniper! Ryuji! Luz!" King said as he struggled to get free from the 
spikes. "Help me!" 


"I'll get him down, you guys go after Amity and Xander!" Juniper said 
as she then ran over to help King. 


"Right! Come on, Luz!" | said as me and Luz then ran out of the 
theater. 


[No one's view] 

"Okay, King. Hold still." Juniper said before she grabbed the little 
demon and managed to pull him out of the spikes, ripping his new 
clothes in the process 

"No! My offerings!" King said in dismay. 

"You'll get more offerings, King. Right now, we got to help Luz and 
DK." Juniper said as she pats his head like a mother would for her 
child before she ran off to catch up. 


"Hey, wait for me!" King cried out as he followed. But they left the 
theater though... 


"Knock it off!" Lilith demanded, growing annoyed as her sister 
continued to dance. Her outburst made Juniper and King stop at the 
exit and watch at what was about to unfold. "You're making a scene!" 


"You cheated!" Eda said as she wasn't gonna let this go before she 
stuck out her ear. "Hey, where's the Rhyming Coven? What rhymes 
with 'cheated'?" 


"Stop acting like a child!" Lilith said, getting more annoyed as her 
little sister continued to gloat. 


"You were defeated! Don't get heated! Get your stank face treated!" 
Eda rhymed, putting Lilith to a near meltdown level. 


"Rhyme one more thing." Lilith growled in a very threatening tone. "I 
dare you!" 


"Oh, it's okay. I'm done." Eda said with a wave. Lilith sighed as she 
tried to recompose herself before Eda spoke up again. "Because my 
rhymes are depleted!" 


"That's it!" Lilith screamed, Summoning forth her white staff before 
spinning it around and producing blue energy which she used to 
blast Eda right into the theater's podium, the audience gasping at 
this sudden turn of events. 


"There she is!" The Owl Lady said with a grin as she then 
summoned her own staff and span it around, creating a big, fiery 
circle of magic in front of her. 


When she stopped though, she accidentally dropped her staff, but 
quickly retrieved it as she then thrust it forward and blasted a yellow 
beam at Lilith. Lilith retaliated by sending a blue beam which clashed 
with her sister's attack. After watching this for a moment, King and 
Juniper looked at each other as they tried to decide what they were 
gonna do. 


"Eh. She's got this." Juniper shrugged before she and King then left, 
leaving her mother and aunt to their witch's duel. 


[Ryuji] 


After getting out of the theater, me and Luz then looked around to try 
and find Amity and Xander. 


"Amity? Xander!" Luz called out as we looked around. "Where did 
they go?" It was then that | heard sniffling and looked over to a 
nearby alley. 


"Over there!" | said as | found the witch and warlock, pointing over 
the two sitting as they sat there in the alley with Amity holding her 
legs close to her as she hide her face while Xander looked at her 

with concern. 


Seeing this, we looked at each other as we felt bad for the two 
before slowly walking over to them. 


"It's okay, Amity. Everything's gonna be alright." Xander said as he 
had a comforting hand on her shoulder. His look of concern turned 
into an angry glare as he turned and saw me and Luz. "What? Did 
you come here to gloat?" 


"What? Gloat?" | said, trying to show him | was sorry. "Xander, | 
came here to apologize." 


"Well, it's too late for that." Xander bluntly told me as he stood up. 
"You humiliated me in front of everyone! I'm a total laughing stock 
because of you!" 


"Xander, | didn't mean to humiliate you." 


"Well, you did!" | was surprised by his outburst. "Honestly, it was bad 
enough when you showed up and everyone started treating you like 
you were special just because you're the son of someone who ran 

like a coward from something that changed everything! You think it's 


SO easy just because you're a Frank while | had to work my way up 
from the bottom to prove myself as a Duskerman! You have no place 
here in the Isles! Say it! Say you don't belong here!" After a moment 
of silence, | then knew what | had to do. 


"You're right. | don't belong here." | admitted, surprising Xander 
before | then took out my Saisho. Taking a deep breath, | then 
concentrated my magic into the sword, trying to make it change 
form. Opening my eyes, | looked at it with a serious look as it was 
glowing and slowly trying to change shape. "But that's not gonna 
stop me from trying to do what's right." After a moment of this and 
my Saisho returned to normal, Xander spoke up with an emotionless 
expression. 


"| heard you say that you were raised by your father and didn't have 
your mother around." Xander said before he then leaned against a 
wall and slid down to sit down before he held his legs close to him. 
"I'd say you had better luck than me with that." 


"What do you mean?" | was confused by this. 


"| mean you have a father who cares about you. I'm not even sure 
my dad even cares about me." 


"What makes you think that?" 


"For most of my life, | was raised by my father. | know what you're 
thinking, but it's not as great as it sounds. My father was absolutely 
strict with me, even when he was training me to use my lance. He 
always expected me to act and look like Duskerman should. In fact, 
this isn't even my real hair." He motioned to his head when he said 
that. "He had me comb it down and dye it just so | would look more 
like the Duskerman I am." 


"That sounds awful." 


"It was, but | still have to do it, all for the Duskerman name. Though 
considering how he usually keeps himself busy running the Warriors 


Coven instead of spending any time with me, | doubt he even cares." 


"| doubt that." | then sat down next to him. "My dad always said that 
all fathers care for their sons." 


"Yeah, all but my dad. After Mother became the head of the 
Emperor's Coven and he let me stay with her, | really thought | 
escaped the dread and finally had a parent who cared about me. 
But, as | just found out, not even my own mother cares about me. All 
my family cares about is their reputation. No matter what | do, | can 
never get their approvable, to get them to be proud of me or even 
have any trust in me. Makes me wish that | wasn't born as a 
Duskerman or the son of Lilith." 


After hearing all that, | really felt bad for him. He had grown up 
without being shown fatherly love and had been lied to by his own 
mother who was the one person he thought he could trust. At first, | 
thought Xander was just this big, jerky, blueblood asshole who 
reminded me of Roman Torchwick, but it turned out that he was just 
this broken kid who thinks he's alone in the world. The Duskermans 
were known to be perfectionists, especially with strength. The way 
he acted wasn't his fault, it was just how he was raised. Seeing how 
much pain he was in. 


"Then stop trying so hard to prove yourself to them." Putting a hand 
on his shoulder, | got Xander to look at me and see the smile | was 
giving him. "You're not your father, Xander. You're not Lilith either. 
You're you. This magic you got isn't theirs or anyone else's but your 
own. Whatever you decided to do with it in your life, instead of doing 
it to prove yourself to somebody who doesn't see how hard you 
work, do something that you want to do. Who you become is your 
choice and no one can tell you different.” 


From this, Xander looked at me with surprise for a moment before he 
then pushed my hand off with a sigh. After doing so, he then created 
a spell circle between us before grabbing me by the wrist and pulling 
my hand into it. After our hands flashed, the spell circle disappeared. 


"What did you do?" | asked him. 


"| broke the everlasting oath." He told me with an emotionless 
expression. 


"Does that mean | can keep doing magic and keep my Saisho?" 


"Star-Rank weapons belong to the strongest. Someday, you'll have 
to prove you're worthy of that sword again. You better be ready for 
that, Dragon Kid." Xander then turned to Amity as he began to 
comfort her again. 


| smiled at Xander as | saw that, under that tough guy act, he was a 
big, old softie. Looking back to Luz, | remembered there was still one 
more apology that needed to be said to one witch who obviously 
needed it. 


"Hey, Xander." Xander then turned back to me. "You mind if Luz talks 
with Amity for a moment? She really feels guilty for what happened 
and just wants to apologize. | can see you care about Amity and | 
think a little talk between her and Luz might do them both some 
good." 


"Ugh! Fine." Xander groaned as me and him then scooted away from 
Amity before he spoke to Luz. "Make it quick, human." 


"Thanks, Xander." Luz said as she gave him a grateful smile before 
she walked over to Amity. "Hey, Amity." 


"Ugh! Seriously?" Amity groaned in annoyance as she turns away 
from Luz. "Just leave me alone. You already embarrassed me 
enough." 


"Amity, | didn't mean to embarrass you." Luz said, giving Amity an 
apologetic look. 


"That's all you ever do!" Amity said as she became furious. "First at 
school and now this!" 


"Yeah, but..." Luz didn't get to finish as Amity stood back up while 
turning around and glaring daggers at her. 


"But nothing! You made me look like a fool in front of the Emperor's 
Coven, my future! You think it's so easy to be a witch, but | have 
been working my whole life to get to the top!" 


"| can see that, but things aren't that bad. You might have another 
chance." 


"Where? The Emperor's Coven was the only place where | could 
become someone great and | lost that all because of you, a human 
who thinks she's a witch! Say it! Say you're not a witch!" Though 
stunned by Amity's outburst, Luz sighed as she looked down in 
shame. 


"You're right. I'm not a witch." Luz then got down to her knees before 
she took out her notepad. Curiously, Amity sat down as Luz began 
writing on the notepad. After a moment, seeing Luz hold up a light 
orb with a little smile, | smiled for her still holding on to the hope that 
she can become a witch by using a Light Glyph. "But I'm training 
hard to be one." 


While Amity looked at the orb in awe, | looked at Xander as he 
gasped from seeing Luz do magic. 


[No one's view] 


Back in the theater, the duel between the two witch sisters was still 
going as Lilith spanned her staff to deflect blasts from Eda before 
stopping to send a burst of blue magic at her younger sister. In 
response, Eda then created a magic circle around her before 
stepping back as the area within that circle rose up and protected 
her from the blast. What rose up was a large stone creature that 
resembled the house demon Hooty which curved down as it headed 
to Lilith. Using her magic, Lilith swiftly dodges the creature before 
blasting it to a wall, the collision causing the crowd to flee as flaming 


pieces of stone flew into the stands. After this happened, golden 
circles appeared on the stone pillar before Lilith and small versions 
of the creature she defeated popped out and attacked her, this being 
the work of Eda who was making multiple spell circles along her 
creation. Lilith managed to escape the attack and went on to attack 
Eda, the Owl Lady quickly creating a force field to block her sister 
who tried to break through the force field with her staff. As Eda 
gained a grin, Owlbert eyes opened and it wasn't long until he flew 
off the staff and started attacking Lilith, the elder witch being dragged 
away as the little owl pulled on her hair. 


"Say good night, sister." Eda said as she spans her staff before 
stomping the bottom of it on the stone creature. 


After doing so, a large spell circle appears beside Lilith. Owlbert 
stops attacking and flies away before Lilith is then eaten by another 
stone creature resembling Hooty. Eda stands there while smiling 
proudly as she then watches Owlbert return to his place on the staff 
and become wood again. Looking back at where she trapped her 
sister, Eda lost her smile upon seeing a hole burning in blue flames 
at the side of her creation. 


"Enough of this." Lilith said as she then appeared behind Eda, her 
sister gasping in shock before being sent flying into a wall. 


As Eda picks herself, Lilith then spins her staff and creates a ring of 
blue fire before she starts her way over to her sister. 


"Lily, wait." Eda said with a pleading look. "The curse." This shocks 
Lilith as she then stops spinning her staff and looks at Eda with 
concern, the blue flames on her staff dissipating. "Look at me, look at 
my face. The curse is worsening and I can't keep up with it." Lilith 
then began to walk over to her. "I don't Know how much time | have 
left." 


"I'll admit | was surprised when | saw you here today.” Lilith said to 
her sister. 


"| just had to see my sister for possibly the last time." 


"Eda, I..." Before Lilith could say anything, something hit her in the 
face. "Aah!" Looking to the ground, she then saw it was a Hex Mix 
bag which made her growl as she then turned back to Eda who was 
already running out of the theater. 


"It's been fun! Let's call it a draw!" 


"EDAAAA'"" Lilith yelled out in frustration. 


[Ryuji] 


After a brief moment of Amity looking at the orb in awe, the witch 
then spoke. 


"Pfft! That's nothing. A child could do a light spell." Amity scoffed as 
she turned away, making Luz feel depressed as she then made the 
orb disappear. "But... I've never seen it cast like that." 


"Hold on, was that...?" Xander asked with surprise. 


"Glyph Magic." | said, keeping my smile as Xander turned to me. 
"Yeah, Luz actually knows Glyph Magic." 


"How did a human like her learn magic that no one in centuries?" He 
asked me. 


"| have no idea." | answered. "But she learned it on her own." 
"Unbelievable." Xander said as he took all this in. 


"It doesn't come naturally to me like it does for you and Xander and 
Ryuji, so I've had to improvise." Luz said as she explained. "Before | 
came here, | always felt like | was... out of place in the world. The 
only person | ever had that could understand me was Ryuji. When | 
learned about Glyph Magic and used my first glyph, | actually felt like 
| belong." Smiling at Amity, Luz then placed a hand on Amity. "Amity, 


I'm really sorry for what happened. | know that life doesn't always 
make it easy for you and, when it comes to magic, there is no 
shortcut. | can totally see you've been training hard to become a 
witch. I've been doing that too. We practically have the same goal. 
But | learned that you don't need it to become a witch and that you'll 
get rewarded through your efforts. | Know you feel broken up 
because of what Lilith did to you, but that's no reason for you to 
throw in the towel. You'll become a great witch one day. | will too. All 
we have to do is just keep working to that goal." 


Hearing that speech from Luz, Amity looked at my friend with 
surprise for a moment before looking at me and Xander as we both 
smiled at her. From this, she then gained an emotionless expression 
with a sigh as she then gently pushed Luz's hand off her shoulder 
before making a spell circle along with gently grabbing Luz's hand 
and putting it through. What Xander had done after | talked with him, 
Amity did the same and broke the everlasting oath. 


"The oath is unbound." Amity said before she got up to her feet. 
"Let's go, Xander." With that, Xander then got to his feet as he then 
joined Amity, the two beginning to walk away. 


"Did it work?" Luz asked, wondering if this meant she no longer had 
to follow the oath they made. "Can | still learn magic?" 


"Humans have no magical ability." Amity said as she and Xander 
stopped before looking over her shoulder at Luz. "But | doubt that'll 
stop you." She then turned to Xander. "Shall we go, Xander?" 


"Yes, we Shall." Xander said as the two then continued to walk away. 
"Goodbye, human, Dragon Kid." 


"You know, | think we may have earned the respect of those two." | 
said as we smiled at the departing duo. 


"Yeah, | thought Amity was just some bully." Luz added. "Turns out 
that she's just a girl who pretends not to care but secretly does. She 
kind of acts like Weiss." 


"Yeah, | can see the Shnee in that witch." | then turned my gaze to 
Luz. "Much like how | can see the Rose in you. In fact, this kind of 
reminds me of when Weiss and Ruby first met." 


"Hey, you're right. It is like how they met!" Luz said as she then got 
that excited look in her eye. "Hey, maybe | can get her to open up 
more like how Ruby did with Weiss." 


"Okay, let's not get ahead of ourselves." | told her. "You've earned 
her respect, but it might take a little more time before you and Amity 
can bond like that. Though it does kinda feel like we're living the life 
of RWBY, huh?" 


"Yeah, it kinda does. | feel like Ruby." 

"Well, we already have our own Weiss now." 

"Don't forget about your Yang!" Looking to the side out of surprise, 
we then watched my sister and King come over to us, Juniper 
smiling at us. "Sorry we're late. | had to wait up on King because of 
his tiny legs." 


"Don't worry. We understand." | told her as me and Luz regained our 
smiles. "Do you even know what we're talking about?" 


"Yeah, RWBY, right?" Juniper said as | then raised a brow at her. "I 
found some comics in my trips to the human realm." 


"Let me guess: Yang's your favorite character?" | asked her. 
"Hell, yeah! She's an awesome babe, just like me!" She told me. 
"Yeah, and just as hotheaded." | said, earning a punch to the arm 
from my sister. "Now that | think about it, it does feel like we're 


seeing the making of a real Team RWBY." 


"You seriously think Amity would be friendly like that?" Juniper 
asked, raising a brow as she lost her smile. 


"Well, if she's like Weiss, then there's a possibility she could." | told 
my sister. "So we have Luz as our Ruby, you as our Yang, and Amity 
as our Weiss. All we need is our Blake." 


"Hey, what about me?" King spoke up. 


"Sorry, but I'm not sure you can really fit the cut." | said before | 
noticed he lost all the stuff he had. "Hey, | see you lost your 
offerings. Do you want to get more?" 


"Nah! That stuff just weighed me down." King replied, not bothered 
by the loss. "But | have something for you, Ryuji and it's the best 
thing. It's free, comes from my heart, and | always have more than | 
need." 


"Is it love?" Luz said with a gasp. 

King made a look of disgust. "Ugh! No!" King groaned with disgust 
before he pulled out a tote bag, no doubt one for the Covention. 
"Tote bags! They have so many uses!" 

"Like what?" | asked him. 

"Like this!" King said as he then slumped the bag over my arm 
before getting inside the bag, riding in it like a chihuahua being 
carried in a purse as he then pointed forward. "Away, fair chariot! 
Away!" | chuckled at this while Luz patted his head. 

"We need to go!" Mom said as she then ran up to us. 

"How'd you get away from Lilith?" | asked her. 


"Let's just say she had a real snack attack ." She answered with a 
laugh and a snort at her own joke. "Wait, | got a better one." 


"Eda..." Luz said, getting my mom's attention. "Do you think I'll ever 
be a true witch?" 


"What? | don't Know." She replied to us. "I mean, who's a true witch 
and warlock? These suckers?" She pointed her thumb at a pair of 
warlocks who then walked away from being offended by this. 
"According to them, that means being in a coven. But | never joined 
one and I'm better than all of them combined. So is my husband and 
our kids for the same thing." Me and my twin smiled at the 
compliment. "Like | always say, when it comes to being one, you 
gotta be your own witch." 


"My own witch." She repeated what her mentor said with a smile. 
"Now, let's go before my sister realizes | tied her pointy shoes 
together." Just when she said that, we all heard Lilith scream from 
within the theater. "And that's our cue!" 


"Right behind ya, Mom!" | said while Juniper laughed at what we 
heard as we all made our way out of the building. 


"Sister? Wait, you mean Lilith is actually..." Luz exclaimed, surprised 
by this. 


"Mine and Juni's aunt, yeah." | told her as we all then walked out the 
door and headed home. "Lilith's our mom's older sister." 


"Wow! Now that's a mysterious past payoff!" Luz said. 


"Oh, you think that's all the mystery | got?" Eda asked amusingly. 
"Wait until you hear about my parents." 


"Wait, you're parents? As in Ryuji's grandma and grandpa?" Luz said 
as she was surprised by this. "First | find out your Ryuji's mom and 
Juni's his sister..." 

" Twin sister." Juniper added. 


"Wait, you two are twins?" Luz asked, surprised once again. 


"Yeah, we are." | told her. 


"Dios Mio! First | find out Eda's your mom, then | found Juni's your 
twin sister, then | find out that Lilith is Eda's sister, and now you have 
grandparents?" Luz excitedly said. "I need to know more!" 


"You very much don't!" King chimed in. 
"Yeah, what he said." Juniper backed him up. 


"Yeah, | think | had enough of learning about the Clawthorne Family 
for today." | added. 


[No one's view] 


Back in the Covention, Lilith struggles to walk in as she opens the 
door to her dressing room, tripping from her shoes being tied 
together. 


"You make it so hard to want to help you, Edalyn." She grunted 
standing back up. "Even your own children are as troublesome. It 
seems as though the apple truly doesn't fall too far from the tree." 


On the desk in front of her, some sort of pendant with the Emperor's 
Coven's symbol chimed before it popped open, making her gasp in 
surprise as she sees a female demon of a diminutive stature on the 
glass within the pendant which seemed to act almost like a small 
communication screen. 


The demon's full-body frame was quite petite as she the size and 
appearance of a small child with red skin and large pointy ears. Her 
hands and feet were shaped like bird talons with dark red claws. Her 
"hair" was a large, dark turquoise hand that covered her head with 
light turquoise talons acting as bangs that covered her right eye, 
leaving her remaining round eye with a dark-brown iris and a yellow 
sclera visible. It ended in a hand-like bun tied at the back of her head 
with a black scrunchy, giving her hair the appearance of conjoined 
hands. Her attire consisted of a white robe with grayish-yellow 
highlights, a collar that obstructed her mouth with a yellow band 


going around her neck, and a triangular-shaped shoulder area. 
Beneath this robe was a dark gray tunic fastened with black 
wristbands. 


"Lilith, | see you let The Owl Lady get the best of you. You must 
watch your temper." The demon said to her. "Remember what 
Emperor Belos has promised to you." 


"| will capture her, Lady Kikimora." Lilith said as she made a small 
gesture by bowing her head. 


"And the Demon Flame." The demon known as Kikimora reminded 
her. "She's to be captured as well. You haven't forgotten yet, have 
you?" 


"No... | haven't." Lilith tried her best not to show the guilt she was 
feeling. 


"Also, the Emperor wants to capture with Dragon Kid Warden Wrath 
informed us about." Lilith was surprised by this. "Out of anyone, he 
must be captured at once. Is that clear?" Lilith recomposed herself 
before she gave her answer. 


"Yes, ma'am. | will have all three of them in custody. You have my 
word." 


"Very good." The demon did an eye smile as the screen turned 
black. 


"Your days are numbered, Edalyn." Lilith then gained a troubled look 
diverting her gaze away. "As for you, Juniper, what will become of 
you will be uncertain. But | am certain that neither you, your brother, 
or my sister can run from me forever. Run all you like, but soon 
enough, the three of you will be brought to justice. And I'm afraid that 
you are going to have to pay for your father's crimes, Ryuji." 


[Ryuji] 


"Ah-choo!" | sneezed from feeling that sudden tickle in my nose as | 
walked with Mom and the girls with King still riding in the bag over 
my shoulder. 


"You okay, bro?" Juniper asked as | sniffled a bit, confused by this. 
"That was a pretty big sneeze." 


"Yeah. I'm fine." | told her as | rubbed my nose with my finger. 
"Maybe somebody out there is talking about me." 


"| wouldn't be surprised." Juniper told me. "Seeing how you won a 
duel against a Duskerman and all." 


"Yeah, that is a pretty big deal." King added. "Especially since that 
Duskerman is the son of two coven heads." 


"Yeah, pretty sure anybody would be talking about a fight that 
awesome." Luz put in. "And here | thought you wanted to stay out of 
sight." 


"Oh, come on. I'm sure it will all blow over soon." | told the three. "By 
then, I'll be continuing my summer in the Boiling Isles, quietly and 
inconspicuously." 


"Quietly, huh?" Juniper said, giving me a questioning look. 
"Inconspicuously?" Luz said, giving me the same look. 


"Ya seriously gonna say all that with a straight face?" Juniper asked 
me. "Even after what you just pulled?" 


"Hey, it's fine. I'm not a big deal like Dad." | told her in reassurance. 
"Now, if he did that, | bet no one would ever stop talking about it." 


"Yeah, right." Juniper said before she then backed up to walk beside 
me. "By the way, been meaning to ask ya. What's Dad like? | mean, 
really. | Know | heard people talking about him before but | think it 
would be better if my own brother told me about him. You did grow 
up with him after all." 


"Yeah, | can see that." | said before | began telling her about Dad. 
"Well, he's a really great guy. He taught me everything | know." 


"Did he also teach you how to use a lance as much as a sword?" my 
sister gave me a knowing smile. 


"Yeah, he did. He also taught me how to use an axe and a bow. 
Remembering that, maybe a lance or a sword isn't the only thing my 
Saisho can turn into." 


"Seeing how it changed back there, I'd have to think the same thing. 
Guess Dad did make sure you were ready for everything." 


"Yeah, he did. He may not be a powerful warlock, but he's the best 
dad | could ask for. He even showed me his definition of being 
strong." 


"What's that?" 


"He always said that there's no such thing as simple or normal. That 
it's just the way life rolls and, through your own hard work, you can 
accomplish so much. But, most importantly, have heart as that can 
see you through." 


"Wow. Sounds like a guy | would like." 


"Yeah, and he would love to have you around. Hey, Mom said you've 
been trying to help her break the curse, right?" 


"Yeah, why?" 


"Well, would you mind if | help you with that? Out of anything, | would 
like our family to be together again." 


"Yeah, me too. Guess | can't ask for any better help than from my 
own bro, huh?" 


"Yeah." 


"And maybe we can figure out how to break your curse too." 


"That would be great." There was a moment of silence before 
Juniper spoke again. 


"| bet Dad likes your human friend there, huh?" 
"Oh, Luz? Oh, yeah. He definitely likes her." 


"Really? Did he say he approves of her?" Hearing that, | lost my 
smile as | turned to see her giving me a teasing smug. 


"Really? You're teasing me now?" | gave her a nonchalant look. 


"What? I'm just asking if he saw you and Luz as a thing. | know | do." 
| blushed at her comment. 


"Hey, | told you. Me and Luz are just friends." 
"Doesn't seem like that to me." 

"Stop it." 

"Come on, I've seen how you two are." 

"Sis!" 

"Oh, do | hear wedding bells?" 


"That's it!" Now pissed off, | then tried to grab Juniper, my sister 
running past Luz to get ahead. 


"Gotta be faster than that, bro!" | then growled in annoyance as my 
sister laughed while she kept walking, now behind Mom. 


"Juni!" | tried to run after her but then remembered Luz and stopped 
when | got a bit ahead of her, turning to see her eyes widen and her 
hands in front of her mouth. Worried that she overheard me and 


Juniper, | then went over to talk to her and she stopped walking as | 
got her attention. "Luz, you didn't hear any of that, did you?" 


"Huh?" Luz said, snapping out of some sort of trance before she 
gave me an embarrassed smile. "Oh, sorry. | just can't get over the 
fact that my teacher is your mom and you also have a twin. As well 
as that there is so much more about your family | didn't Know about." 


"Oh, so you didn't hear me and Juni talking just now?" | asked, 
surprised by this. 


"No." She told me, making me sigh in relief. "Why? What were you 
talking about?" 


"Oh, that?" | said with a nervous smile, blushing as | tried to escape 
the conversation. "She just wanted to Know more about our dad. 
Nothing too big." 


"Oh. That's cool." Luz said to me with a smile. 


"Ha-ha! Nice recovery, bro!" Juniper laughed as we looked to see 
her still walking, her comment making me glare at her. 


"Luz, mind carrying King back to the Owl House?" | said as | gave 
her the bag with the little demon in it. "I need to talk with my sister." 


"Oh, sure." Luz said as she then put on the bag. 


"Thank you. Now..." | said before | then ran after Juniper, my sister 
running with a laugh as she saw me. "JUNI!" 


Okay, well, that was a family reunion I'll never forget and not at all 
how | thought it was gonna be like. Pretty sure that Lilith will be after 
me now like the rest of the Emperor's Coven. At least | got the 
respect of my Duskerman cousin like how Luz got the respect of 
Amity. Not sure if we'll be buddies with those two. Considering how 
they only warmed up to us a little, only time will tell how far things will 
go. | have no doubt I'll be the talk of the town after winning that duel, 


but I'm sure that'll all pass eventually, right? Anyway, now Luz knows 
that her own mentor is my mom and that the witch girl we've been 
hanging out with is my twin sister, my human friend now even more 
eager to learn magic and more about Mom's side of the family. Me 
and Luz are still set on our goals with me becoming the greatest 
hero in all the realms and Luz becoming a powerful witch as long as 
we keep working hard and never giving up. DK out! 


Author's Note: Hey, guys! | hope you all like the new chapter. Well, 
Ryuji finally got to meet some people from his mother's side of the 
family. Though it wasn't how he thought it was gonna be, he at least 
managed to earn the respect of the warlock lancer Xander. Though 
now new questions have been added. What does Lilith know about 
Eda's curse? What exactly did Belos promise her? How will this 
affect our heroes? Many answers to come as the journey continues. 
Also Xander Duskerman is voiced by Kyle McCarely. In the next 
chapter, Luz and Ryuji will be left in charge of the Owl House while 
Eda is out doing errands. What can possibly go wrong? That's all | 
got for now. Don't forget to leave a comment to tell me what you 
think of it. See you all in the next chapter! 


Chapter 6: Hooty's Moving Hassle 


Chapter 6: Hooty's Moving Hassle 


Out in front of the Owl House, | was having a little battle with Juniper, 
my sister coming at me with magic blasts while King, Luz, and Mom 
watched from the sidelines. It had been about four days since the 
witch's duels me and Luz had as well since Luz found out that her 
mentor was my mom and that the Clawthorne girl we'd been hanging 
with was actually my twin sister. Believe me, Luz was just ecstatic to 
meet this part of my family. As to why I was in a battle against my 
sister, | can tell ya that it isn't because we were fighting. If we were, | 
wouldn't need my Saisho. No, we were actually doing combat 
practice so | could be able to figure out what my sword could truly 
do. Ever since | found out that it could change into different types of 
weapons, I've been trying to see if | could be able to figure out how 
to get my Saisho to change form. Sure, the Saisho's been a great 
sword and | got pretty good attack spells with it, but there are other 
spells | haven't been able to use with it just being a sword. You know, 
like the spells | used in my duel against Xander. Those were spells | 
actually tried to do with my Saisho back home, but they didn't 
actually work. The reason for that was how the Saisho worked as a 
sword. After learning how to do my Dragon's Roar spells, | actually 
tried to implement the use of the Saisho in other kinds of attacks. | 
tried whip attacks, but the only one | was able to do was that Magic 
Cloak spell: the Vine Lash. | know that this spell actually helped free 
those prisoners from the Conformatorium, but that was actually pure 
luck that it work. 


The Vine Lash is actually a bit tricky since the vines that wrap 
around the blade make my Saisho a bit too heavy for any instant 
whip attack. It also doesn't work well for grappling. Yeah, that spell 
actually leaves me pretty vulnerable when | use it since it just shoots 
a long vine out and takes a frickin' long time to retract that. And | 
need to put a lot of effort to lift that thing up. | also tried to do Strike 
Spells, but that only lead me to me being blasted away in an 


explosion or something bursting out of the ground. | also tried spells 
that involved using my Saisho to break through things like barriers or 
stuff like that, throwing it for a long-distance strike, and even trying to 
shoot a blast and make split into multiple shots down to the ground, 
all of them just leading me to get my sword stuck in a tree, almost 
blowing myself up, accidentally stabbing somethings and one 
mailman, and blasts that just shoot off into space. Nothing | did 
actually work like | thought it would. From these attempts, | realized 
that the problem wasn't the spells but the weapon | was using. Not 
the Saisho itself, but what type of weapon it was. While my Saisho 
can absorb my magic and execute attack spells I've come up with it, 
it also has a few disadvantages depending on the type of weapon it 
is. AS a sword, it can shoot blast attack spells like it does when | 
either slash or thrust with it, but it can only do blast attacks. Once the 
spell is put into action, it builds up the magic power and releases it 
into one big burst. This is also the reason why the blasts can't scatter 
into multiple blasts or use the spells to break through things since it's 
all just one big blast that would explode at close range, like shooting 
a cannonball. 


Another problem is that the sword can't hold in magic unless I'm still 
holding onto it. The moment | let go of it when | try to through it, | cut 
it off from the magic coming from me and it just becomes just a blade 
that can only cut through things. These problems were the reason 
why | couldn't use most of the spells | came up with because they 
didn't work with my Saisho as a sword. Before that duel, | had 
always wondered why Dad trained me into using all four types of 
weapons when he only gave me a sword. Now | know that it was 
because the Saisho could be the other three types of weapons. If | 
could figure out how to change its form, | could be able to use my 
Saisho with all the spells | came up with. | could be able to do whip 
attack and strike attack spells along with spells like that drill attack 
with its lance form like in my duel with Xander, | could be able to 
throw it for long-distance attacks with its axe form, and even do 
scattering blasts with its bow form. Mastering all that would level up 
my game as | would have my own magic arsenal against anything. 
It's because of this that me and Juniper have been doing combat 


practice for the last four days. | thought that, since it happened 
during a battle, | could get my Saisho to transform by going through 
a combat scenario. Unfortunately, | haven't really been able to make 
that happen again, leading me to get smoked by my sister. Same 
thing was happening with today's battle, my sister having me on the 
run while | was still trying to get my Saisho to change form. 


"Come on, DK!" Juniper said as she paused her attack, getting me to 
stop as | looked to see her smug face. "You gotta try and get a hit on 
me if you're gonna beat me." 


"I'm gonna beat ya this time, Juni!" | said as | then gained a smirk. 
"Just need to switch it up! Ha!" | thrust my Saisho forward, the sword 
not doing anything as | held it in front of me with one hand. "Ha!" 
Pulled back and did another thrust, my sword not even glowing. 
That's when | lost my smile and looked at my weapon in annoyance. 
"Seriously?" Looking to see my sister's blast coming at me, | then 
dove into a California roll to dodge it before | then ran to dodge more 
of her blasts. "Hey, that was a cheap shot you tried back there, sis!" 


"Hey, you left yourself open, bro." Juniper said as she kept on 
sending magic blasts. "Got to pay more attention to what's going on." 
Just when she said that, | ended up tripping on something and fell 
flat on the ground, no doubt Juniper using a spell to lift up some of 
the ground to trip me like she's done multiple times. | turned over to 
get back up, but stopped once | saw Juniper holding one of her 
cursed flames in front of my face, my sister smiling proudly as she 
had me pinned. "Checkmate, bro." After she said that, my twin made 
the flame disappear before she did a little victory dance. "Oh, yeah! 
Juniper Clawthorne wins again!" 


"Damn it." | said as | sat up, depressed that | lost to my sister and 
that | failed to get the Saisho to transform. 


"Need a hand, DK?" Luz asked as she offered me her hand, giving 
me her warm smile. | accepted it and let her help me to my feet. 


"Thanks, Luz." | said, returning her smile. 


"No problem." Luz said to me. "That went better than last time." 


"Yeah, but ended the same way as last time." | said, losing the smile 
| had while putting the sword back on my back. "With me flat on my 
face and only have a sword in hand instead of a lance, an axe, or 
even a frickin’ bow." 


"Come on. Stop looking so glum." Luz said as she tried to cheer me 
up. 


"Luz is right." Mom said as she walked over to us. "Don't get so 
down in the dumps over this. You only did just find out your sword 
could turn into other weapons." 


"| know, but this is a big game-changer." | said. "Being able to use all 
four types of weapons means I'll be able to use more spells than | 
ever could with just a sword. That's how | was able to win that witch's 
duel." 


"Yeah, | remember and l'm proud of you." Mom told me. "But | also 
want you to stop worrying so much about not getting your sword's 
new trick. You just started trying to get it, so don't get upset if you 
didn't do it again." 


"Yeah, but..." | said before she then kneeled down and placed a 
gentle hand on my shoulder. 


"Ryuji, | Know you want to how to change your weapon so you can 
use it better, but you can't expect to get a hold of everything like 
that." Mom told me with a gentle smile. "You're still young. Just keep 
doing your best and you'll get it. Okay, kiddo?" 


"Okay, Mom." | said, looking down with despair. It only took a 
moment until Mom spoke up again. 


"Hey, you know what always cheers me up when I'm feeling down?" 
Mom asked me. 


"Making chumps out of people by selling junk?" King bluntly put in. 


"No. Well, kinda." Mom said before she then started digging in her 
hair. "But | was talking about a round of Hexes Hold'em." She then 
pulled out a deck of cards which were split in two colors, black on top 
and purple on the bottom, with a green eye in the middle acting as 
the border. 


"Hexes Hold'em?" | asked, my depression turned into curiosity. 
"What's that?" 


"Only the most popular card game on the Boiling Isles." Mom 
explained. 


"Oh, boy! Cards!" Luz exclaimed with interest. "The paper rectangles 
that old people think are fun!" 


"Trust me, kiddo." Mom told me. "One round of Hexes Hold'em and 
you'll perk right up." 


"Seriously, Mom?" Juniper said as we turned to see her standing 
there with her arms crossed, a look of disappointment on her face. 
"Had you been saving this up just for today?" 


"Oh, calm down, Juni." Mom said as she took her hand off my 
shoulder and stood up. "I'm just looking out for you kids. As | 
remember, you were pretty happy when | showed you how to play 
Hexes Hold'em." 


"Yeah, and | also remember the many times you got me to play a 
couple of rounds nonstop after you did." Juniper said. "I already 
know how this will go. You play one round of it and then you won't do 
anything but play that stupid game because you're obsessed with it." 


"What? No, I'm not." Mom said, getting a questioning look from her 
daughter. "Okay, maybe | get a little carried away and keep playing, 
but I'm only doing this now for Ryuji's sake. Besides, if | teach him, 


then you two will have something to do together as brother and 
sister." 


"Hmm..." Juniper thought about it for a moment before she gave her 
answer. "Okay, just don't go overboard or get DK obsessed with it 
too ‘cause considering | didn't get obsessed with it like you are..." 


"Oh, relax. It's just one little game. What could go wrong?" Mom said 
before she then turned to me. "Come on, kids. Let's head on in and 
play some Hexes Hold'em!" With that, me, Luz, and King joined Mom 
as she walked into the house, Juniper joining us after. 


After getting inside and over to the living room table, Mom got 
everything set up by shuffling and splitting the deck between me and 
her with Luz, King, and Juniper sitting at the side, my twin having her 
arms crossed and an emotionless expression. 


"Okay, Ryuji," Mom said as she then placed my half the deck in front 
of me, "since this is your first time playing, I'll have Owlbert helping 
you." 


"Your palisman knows how to play?" | asked, surprised by this. 


"Of course. Your dad wasn't always around to go a round or two, so | 
taught Owlbert how to play Hexes Hold'em." Mom answered as the 
little owl then landed on my shoulder. "He'll tell you which cards you 
can play. This is a practice round, so it'll be fine." 


"Okay, so how does it work?" 


"First, we each draw five cards from our decks." Mom then did just 
that and | did the same, the face of these cards resembling tarot 
cards. "Now we each then set up a line of character cards in front of 
us." 


"Character cards?" With getting this sense of familiarity, | then went 
on to ask her to see if | was correct about this. "Wait, does this game 


involve some sort of battle sequence where we can also use some 
special cards that can boost our chance at winning?" 


"Why, yes." Mom said, surprised by this and causing me to smile. 
"How'd you know?" 


"Because we have a game like this back in the human realm." 


"Oh, right. Yu-gi-oh!" Luz spoke up, realizing what | meant. "Me and 
Ryuji played that game all the time." 


"Wait, you have a game like Hexes Hold'em?" Juniper asked, 
surprised by this. 


"Well, it haves the same principals." | said as | then took one card 
out of my hand and showed it to Owlbert. "Seeing how got a little 
help in figuring out which card is which, it should be easy." Seeing 
him shake his head, | then put the card back in my hand and showed 
him another one. 


"Don't get too cocky, kiddo." Mom told me. "Hexes Hold'em is the 
most tricky game on the Boiling Isles. It might seem similar to that 
human game you play, but it is more complicated than that." 


"| know. Lesson One of the Boiling Isles: Anything that looks familiar 
or simple can be more different or difficult than it seems." | said as 
Owlbert help me pick out and place two character cards from my 
hand. 


"Good. Now, after starting our offensive line with the character cards 
we have on hand, we each draw one card per turn to build up the 
rest." Mom said as she then set up two of her own on her side. "Until 
we have it done, we'll Keep drawing cards until we each have five 
character cards out of the field. While setting it up, you need to be 
careful of which cards you use on the field. How the five cards you 
set up can work together can either help you achieve victory or 
defeat." 


"So basically it's like setting up different combos. That | can work 
with." With that, | then drew a card before showing it to Owlbert, who 
looked at how mine and my mom's rows were set before shaking his 
head. Putting it back in my hand, | then let my mom draw a card 
which she then added to her side of the field. 


Me and Mom continued to draw cards with her using her knowledge 
of the game to set up her offense and Owlbert helping me pick the 
right cards for my own. Before long, | had my side set up while my 
mom had four cards set up on her side and gave me a look that told 
me she had all that she needed to get the game started. 


"Ready to see how you're first round goes?" Mom asked me witha 
smug. 


"Ready." | said with a look of determination before she then placed 
the last card needed for her row down, magic soon surging through 
the cards for a moment gained insect legs and mouths and roared at 
each other, this little Boiling Isles twist taking me by surprise. 
"Whoa!" | soon gained a smile as the cards on my side began to 
send my mom's cards on the run. "Looks like I| got the upper hand, 
Mom." 


"Oh, | don't think so. There's a little thing about Hexes Hold'em." 
Mom told me, not losing that smug look on her face. "When it looks 
like the deck is stacked against you, that's when you break out the 
wild card." 


Pulling out a tower card from her hand that began to glow green, | 
then watched as her cards on the field then began glowing green 
before they then went on the attack on mine, my cards being 
knocked right on the ground. The magic that animated them then left 
the cards, turning them back to normal as the magic then turned into 
an orb above the table that exploded into these words in all caps: 
EDA WINS. 


"And that's how you play Hexes Hold'em." Mom told me as | sat 
there in awe. 


"Whoa!" | said with a smile, amazed by this as her cards then turned 
back to normal. "Okay, this is way cooler than Yu-gi-oh!" 


"Feeling better now, Ryuji?" Mom asked me. 

"Yeah, way better! Thanks, Mom. Hey, can we play again?" 

"Sure. You know, I'm glad | have a chance to show you this game." 
Mom said to me. "This might be a little sappy, but as a mom, this sort 
of thing makes me feel... fluffy?" 

"Uh-oh." | said with worry from seeing feathers growing on her arms. 
"Uh-oh, what?" Mom asked in confusion. 

"Mom... we got trouble." Juniper said, nervously. 

"What kind of trouble?" She asked. 


"It's happening again!" Luz exclaimed in fear. 


"Okay, seriously. What's going on?" Mom said, wanting a clear 
answer. 


"Your curse is returning!" King told her, making Mom look at her arms 
and yelp upon seeing the feathers. 


"We got to get you an elixir, fast!" Juniper said before we all rushed 
up to Mom's room where she then pulled the elixir chest out of the 
closet and opened it, my sister gaining a look of worry upon looking 
into it. "Oh, crap." 

"What? What's the matter?" | said as | went over to her. 


"Bad news: we're out of elixir!" Juniper said as she then pulled an 
empty elixir bottle out of the pile of empty elixir bottles in the chest. 


"That's not good." | said, feeling just as worried. 


"Yeah, Eda." Luz said to my mom as she pulled out her phone. "Last 
time you didn't take your elixir, you turned into this thing." She then 
showed her the picture of the Owl Beast." 


"| know | should be repulsed, but that look is fierce." The Owl Lady 
commented with a smile. 


"Mom! /Eda!" Me and my sister along with Luz exclaimed at the 
same time. 


"Sorry, sorry." Mom told us. "This is pretty bad." 


"| don't understand. There was supposed to be enough elixir in here 
for at least one more week." Juniper said as she then looked back 
into the chest before noticing something. "Wait a minute, some of the 
elixir stock we got is missing." 


"You counted how much was in there?" Luz asked with surprise by 
this. 


"Yeah, | always count to see how long we can keep my mom from 
turning into the Owl Beast. That stuff isn't cheap." Juniper told us. 
"Anyway, this chest only has half the elixir stock we got." 


"How'd that happen?" | said, confused by this. "I thought it was 
stocked with enough elixir for both Mom and me." 


"What are you talking about?" Juniper raised a brow at me. 


"Well, after the last time she turned into the Owl Beast, | talked to 
Mom about the elixir stock we had and she told me that she 
restocked on it for me the day after me and Luz got here." | told my 
sister. "She's been giving me a bottle of it every day for the past two 
weeks." 


"Well, that doesn't make any sense. I've gone out with Mom to get 
more elixir ever since | found out about it." Juniper told me. "It's the 
only way to make sure she doesn't pick-pocket anyone and get 


arrested on the way to the market. Plus, if we did restock, then you 
would have a supply of it in your room." 


"Wait, if there wasn't another elixir stock, then that means..." 
Suddenly realizing it, | then turned to Mom who had a guilty look on 
her face. "Mom, you split off the only elixir stock we had between 
us?" 


"Well... yes." She admitted. 


"Mom, while | appreciate you doing this, you need this elixir just as 
much as | do." | told her. "Why didn't you restock and only told me 
you did?" 


"Well, | didn't want you to worry. Like | said to Juni, it's my job to 
worry about you and not the other way around." Mom told me. "Also, 
| meant to restock on more, but I've been... busy." 


"And by 'busy', you mean ‘playing Hexes Hold'em all day with 
Owlbert'?" Juniper questioned her with disappointment. "Mom, you 
got to get over this obsession of yours." 


"Juni, | told you. | don't have an obsession!" Mom said to her. 


"Oh, really? Then why did you set up a Hexes Hold'em field while we 
were talking?" Juniper then pointed down to the floor where a few 
Hexes Hold'em cards are set up. 


"Uh... Owlbert wanted to go a round with me." Mom said with a 
nervous smile, her palisman shaking his head as we could all see 
through her excuse. 


"Mom, as much as | would like to keep playing this game with you, 
your curse problem comes first." | said with a pleading look. "Please, 
let's just go to the market and get more elixir, then we'll play Hexes 
Hold'em later, okay?" 


"Okay. You're right. This curse comes first." Mom said with a look of 
defeat. "We'll go to market..." 


"Market!" Luz cheered out. 
"I'm stealing everything that's not nailed down!" King put in, excited. 


"After one more game." Mom said before she looked down and saw 
her cards were gone. "Hey, where are my cards?" 


Looking down, | was surprised as well to find the cards were gone. 
As my mom searched around for her deck, Luz gave me a little 
nudge to get me to look at her before she showed me my mom's 
deck in her hand behind her back. 


"Have Owlbert take these and fly off ahead." Luz whispered to me as 
my mom kept searching. "She'll have to follow us then." 


"Good idea." | said before taking the cards, whispering to Owlbert to 
fly off to the market with the cards, and giving them to him with the 
little owl flying off my shoulder and out of the room. 


“Owlbert, you adorable thieving loser! Give me back my cards!" Mom 
said as she then gave chase after her palisman. 


"Clever move there, Luz." | said to my friend, impressed by this. 


"How did you swipe all those cards from her?" Juniper asked with 
surprise. 


"| can be sneaky too, you know." Luz said with a smirk in response. 
"Okay, now let's go get us some more elixir before Mom goes all Owl 


Beast on us." | said before the three of us then ran after Mom and 
Owlbert, King following behind. 


After a quick ride on Mom's staff into town, we went to a local potions 
shop called Mr. Elixir . To help conceal her identity along with the 


effect of the curse, Mom put on a red hooded cloak. Juniper brought 
her own cloak along and | got put on my hood in case anyone 
recognized me from the duel. While Mom was trying to get the guy 
she knew in the store to attend to us, me, Luz, and Juniper sat on 
the bench to wait. 


"Hey! Open up, Morton!" Mom called out as she banged her fist on 
the metal fencing of the shop's service window 


"Uh, ju-just a minute!" stuttered a voice from inside. 


"Is there anything better than people watching in the Demon 
Realm?" Luz said as King then joined us on the bench 


"Eh. | can name a few." Juniper commented as we watched a big 
egg roll in at what looked like a bus stop before it hatched and a 
huge, baby bird screeched out from it before flying away. After the 
bird did, the demons who were waiting there walked inside the shell 
and closed it before it rolled away much to the displeasure of big 
nose. 


"Wait, wait!" Said a familiar midget as she tried to catch it, but 
stopped as she saw she was too late. "Aw, dang it!" 


"And there it is." Juniper said. 

"One of the problems of being short." | put in. 

"The curse of tiny legs." Luz added. 

"| know the pain." King exclaimed sadly, relating to the midget. 
Seeing her then run away in fear, we then watched as these guys 
dressed in brown cloaks walked in, welling this worm-like demon 
with bull horns tied to a wooden cart, the one leading them having an 


eyepatch over his left eye and a sheathed sword on his back. 


"Whoa. That is one ominous parade." Luz commented as we 
watched the group walk by. 


"That's no parade." Mom said as we turned to see her watching the 
group. "Those are demon hunters." 


"Demon hunters?" | asked. 


"They're dangerous nomads who capture and sell the most powerful 
beasts on the Isles." Mom explained as we watched the group 
continue walking through the street. 


"| heard about those guys." Juniper put in as the leader of the group 
took out his sword, the blade glowing green before he then thrust it 
forward and his weapon sent a surge of lightning that electrocuted 
and knocked out the demon they were hauling. "They're supposed to 
be a faction of people from the Warriors Coven that hunt down any 
wild demon they can find and don't stop until it's captured." It was 
then that the leader put his sword away before turning to us with a 
menacing glare, making me flinch. "Hey, what you looking at?" 
Juniper got a scoff back from the hunter who then motioned his 
company to keep moving. "Yeah, that's what | thought." 


"Okay, | can already tell those guys are bad news." | said with worry 
as me, Juniper, and Luz went over to Mom. 


"They are and I'm about to become their next big prize if you don't 
open up, Morton!" Eda yelled that last part as she continued to bang 
on the metal fencing before it opened up. 


The one who answered us was a lanky, young warlock with light pale 
skin, light brown eyes, and short brown hair dressed in a mint green 
long-sleeved top with fingerless gloves, a long brown overlay dress 
with a crisscross sleeve, and a dark brown belt with a frog necklace 
along with a gray funnel hat. 


"Sorry, Eda! | was up all night poison-tasting and, for some reason, | 
don't feel good." He said while holding his sides. 


"Maybe because of the poison?" Juniper said in a deadpan tone. 


"Maybe." Morton said, still holding his sides. "I usually don't feel this 
bad after poison-tasting, but it doesn't seem like that today." 


"Here, let me you with that." | said as | then created a blue spell 
circle. "Healing Magic: Healing Pulse." Holding the circle in front of 
him, the spell circle then shines a gentle blue light over him. After a 
brief moment, he let go of his sides and stood up straight, looking 
much better than before. With that, | then stopped the spell and 
smiled. "Feeling better?" 


"Yeah, way better. Thanks." Morton said, returning the smile. 
"Okay, now that you're cured, mind helping me out." Mom said 
before she then handed Morton one of the empty elixir bottles. 
"We're all out of my juice." 


"And we need double the usual amount she buys." | added. 


"Double?" Morton said with surprise before whispering to my mom. 
"Does this have to with you-know-what?" 


"| Know what you're thinking, but | can promise you that my curse 
isn't getting worse." Mom told him. 


"He knows about the curse, Mom?" | asked with surprise. 


"Mom'? Wait a minute..." Morton said with surprise before he looked 
at me a bit carefully and gasped. "Eda, is this..." 


"Morton, this is my son Ryuji." Mom said as she pulled me over to 
her, doing introductions. "Ryuji, this is Morton, an old friend of your 
dad's who's been giving us elixir for years." 


"You're my dad's supplier on elixir?" | said to Morton with surprise. 


"Yeah, that's me." He told me with a smile. "Whenever your folks 
need more elixir, | was more than happy to give it to them. It keeps 
me in business, plus it's the least | can do after your dad helped me 
start my business.” 


"My dad helped you open this shop?" 


"Of course." Morton told me. "In fact, | probably would be able to 
have anything to sell if it weren't for him. Your dad is a real master at 
potion-making." 


"Well, the Potions Track was the first track he attended in school.” | 
smiled, knowing how great my dad was. 


"Hey, how is old Axel these days?" 


"Morton, mind cutting the chit-chat and get me more elixir?" Mom 
said to him. "I'm already growing feathers and Ryuji used the last 
elixir." 


"Oh, gee! I'll see what | can do." Morton said before he rushed to 
search through his stock of potions. 


"Hi, nice to meet ya." Morton greeted me. "Your dad really helped me 
get my shop up and running." 


[No one's view] 


While Eda and her son were waiting, Luz turned around and spotted 
Willow and Gus walking across the street, gaining a smile before 
walking over to them. 


"Hey, Willow! Hey, Gus!" Luz greeted them before noticing the sad 
looks on their faces. "Wait, what's wrong? Who hurt my babies?" 


"Them." Willow replied, pointing her thumb over to Amity who was 
hanging out with her friends and Xander. "Amity's having a moonlight 
conjuring and invited everyone but me." 


"And she keeps posting about it on her Penstagram account." Gus 
said, making a small spell circle before a small, rolled-up scroll 
appear and he then hovered it to Luz as it unrolled to show a photo 
of Amity and her group doing a bunch of poses. 


"It's conjuring night! No dorks allow?" Luz said, reading a text that 
appeared under the picture out loud before glaring at Amity. "Okay, 
that is just rude." She then turned to her friends in curiosity. "Also 
what's a moonlight conjuring?" 


"Oh, it's a thing witches and warlocks do." Willow explained, 
brightening up with a smile. "You spend the night at someone's 
house, telling stories, playing games..." 


"Like a slumber party!" Luz exclaimed with a smile. "We have those!" 


"Then you bring something to life with Moon Magic!" Willow said as 
she brought up a book showing a picture of three witches holding 
hands while blue energy gather in between them. 


"A weird slumber party!" Luz said. "Still sounds pretty cool." 


"It is." Willow said as she put the book away. "Gus and | have never 
been to one. We would have one of our own, but you need at least 
three people and..." 


"I'm three people!" Luz exclaimed, interrupting her. "I mean, we're 
three people. Plus, | get Ryuji and Juni to join in to make five. Plus 
we're way better than Amity and her pals!" 


Hearing laughter, the three friends then turned to see Amity and her 
friends coming by them with the one ahead of them being a witch 
student with a petite figure, pink skin, magenta hair, and three eyes 
wearing a uniform with yellow sleeves and leggings. 


"Sorry you couldn't get an invite to the conjuring, Willow." The three- 
eyed girl said in a mocking tone. "Only real witches and warlocks 
allowed." 


“Leave her alone." Amity said with a sigh. "It's not her fault she was 
born without talent." 


Willow growled in frustration making a few thorn vines emerge and 
even Luz was feeling ticked off after that comment. 


"Calm down, Willow. Don't get all thorny over them." Luz said as she 
smacked one of the vines away, managing to calm Willow down. 


"Boscha, would you stop wasting time and let's get going?" Xander 
said to the three-eyed witch now known as Boscha in annoyance as 
the witch then noticed something. "We have a lot to do to get 
prepared." 


"Hold up." Boscha said with a smile before pointing forward. "One 
‘o'clock." Looking at the direction she was pointing, they all saw she 
was looking in the direction of Eda and her twin children as they 
were waiting at the potions shop. 


"What are we looking at?" Xander asked. 


"You'll see." Boscha said as she then started walking over to the 
three waiting at the shop. 


"Where are you going?" Xander asked, keeping an emotionless 
expression. "Boscha!" 


[Ryuji] 


While waiting for Morton to come back, | was caught by surprise 
from someone pulling down on my hood, taking it off. 


"What? Hey!" | said as | turned slightly to see who pulled my hood. 


"Hi." Said this witch girl that appeared right in front of me, her eyes 
locked on me as she gave me a little smirk. 


The witch girl in front of me had pink skin, three silver-gray eyes, and 
magenta hair tied into a bun. She was dressed in a Hexside uniform 
with yellow sleeves and leggings. She was actually rather petite, 
especially in the chest area. 


"Uh, hi." | said as | backed away a bit, feeling a little uncomfortable 
from the girl invading my personal space. But from doing so, | was 
soon met by two other witch girls who then came up beside me and 
leaned against me, both of them wearing Hexside uniforms and 
giving me the same smirk as the three-eyed girl with the one to my 
left had black hair that was dyed white at the top and tied intoa 
ponytail wearing gold earrings and red sleeves and leggings and the 
one to my left having shoulder-length brown hair and wearing black 
square-framed glasses, blue sleeves and leggings, and black heeled 
shoes instead of boots. "Uh, hello." 


"Hey, just wondering." The three-eyed girl said as she then walked 
over to me before invading my personal space again, getting close to 
my face. "Are you the hybrid known as DK?" 


"Uh, well, yeah. That's me." | said, feeling the sweat at feeling a little 
uncomfortable by this. "Guess you heard about me?" 


"Oh, we heard a lot about you." She said to me. "Like how you won 
in a duel against a Duskerman." 


"What? Xander?" 

"Yeah. And | got to say that's actually pretty cool." 

"Well, thank you." 

"My name's Boscha, by the way." 

"Nice to meet ya, Boscha." 

[No one's view] 

Unknown to Boscha and Ryuji, Luz watched was happening in shock 
before growling out of annoyance and jealousy for Boscha and her 
friends flirting with the Frank boy. Willow and Gus saw this and were 


shocked by their human friend's glare at the three witches 
surrounding Ryuji. 


[Ryuji] 


"Listen, my friends and | are doing a moonlight conjuring tonight." 
Boscha said as she leaned her should on me, placing a finger and 
gently circling it on my chest. "If you're not too busy, you can join us. 
She then fluttered her eyes at me. 


"A moonlight conjuring?" | said, surprised at what she said before 
looking away at her. "Uh, no thank you." 


"Oh, come on." Boscha then leaned closer to me. "Don't you want to 
help us in bringing something to life?" 


"Look, | appreciate the offer, but-Aah!" Right then, | was pulled by 
the hood away from the three witches. 


"He's not going to your moonlight conjuring!" Luz stated as she held 
me by the arm, glaring at the three girls in front of us. "Cause we're 
having our moonlight conjuring!" 


"What?" | said, confused by this, even when Willow and Gus walked 
up beside her. 


"Oh, please!" Boscha said, speaking to Luz with a mocking tone 
while her fellow witches glared back. "He obviously wants to be with 
real witches instead of someone pretending to be one." 


"Boscha, leave them alone." Hearing that familiar voice, | then 
looked over to see Xander as he and Amity walked over to the three 
witches. "They're not worth the effort." 


"Hey, Xander." | greeted him. "I'm guessing these witches are friends 
of yours?" 


"They're actually Amity's friends." Xander flatly told me. 


"Don't bother inviting him, Boscha." Amity told the three-eyed witch. 
"We already have enough people for the conjuring." 


"Wait, you're doing a moonlight conjuring with these girls, Amity?" | 
said, surprised by this. 


"Yeah, she is." Boscha proudly stated. "Actually she's the one 
hosting it." 


"Wow." | said, not really expecting this. "And are you joining on this 
too, Xander?" Xander was going to say something when Boscha 
interrupted him. 


"Of course he is. His girlfriend is the one hosting after all." 


"Girlfriend?" | said, looking at the two who looked away with faint 
blushes. "I didn't know those two were dating." 


"AS you are not obliged to know." Xander told me. "Now | do believe 
your answer is pretty clear to this invitation." 


"Yes." | told him before speaking to Boscha. "Boscha, | do appreciate 
the offer, but | think I'll pass on doing any moonlight conjuring." 


"You see?" Xander told the three-eyed witch. "He's given you his 
answer, now let's go." With that, Xander walked off with Amity. 


"Fine." Boscha said, rolling her eyes before giving me that little smirk 
she had earlier. "If you don't want to come, DK, then it's your loss. 
You're missing the chance to get to spend time with some real 
witches. Unlike those two." She glanced over at Luz and Willow with 
that last part. 


"Uh-huh." | said, disliking how she was disrespecting my friends. | 
then used a spell circle to bring out my Illusion Magic and show the 
witch what happens when you pick on my friend. "Well, let me ask 
you one thing: what do you think of this?" With that, | then ripped off 
my face as blood ran down my clothes, revealing the horrifying 
monstrous face underneath, the jaw splitting two ways as | emitted a 
god-awful shriek that made Boscha and the two witches with her 
scream and run away in fear. After they were out of sight, | laughed 


as | canceled my illusion, my face returning to normal and the 
ripped-off skin in my hand along with the blood disappearing in a puff 
of smoke before | sighed in contentment. "Ah, the old 'Second Face 
Jump Scare’ trick. Never gets old." 


"Oh, Ryuji. You sneaky trickster." Luz said while giving me a playful 
punch in the arm. 


"That was some pretty impressive Illusion Magic." Gus commented 
as he and Willow smiled at me. "Even though it was gory and horrific 
and possibly made me traumatized, it's still impressive. | respect 
your showmanship." 


"No problem." | chuckled a bit, rubbing the back of my head. "Ain't no 
one gonna mess with you guys while I'm around." 


"Thanks, Ryuji." Willow said with a smile. 


"Awww! Ryuji, you big softie. Come here." Luz cooed before she 
then gave me a hug, making me blush a little but still managing to 
smile as | hugged back. It lasted for a moment until we separated 
with me managing to lose the blush and recompose myself. 


"Okay, now tell me." | said as me and Luz broke the hug, 
remembering what she said earlier. "What's this about us doing a 
moonlight conjuring?" 


"Well, Amity's doing a moonlight conjuring and didn't invite Willow." 
Luz explained to me. "So | thought maybe we could have one at the 
Owl House." 


"Wait, you want to do a moonlight conjuring at the Owl House?" | 
said with surprise. "Luz, | don't think that's a good idea." 


"Ryuji, you saw how those girls were treating Willow." Luz countered. 


"Yeah, but to do a conjuring at the house, we would need to have to 
ask my mom's approval and I'm not so sure she would allow us." 


"But, Ryuji, look at what Amity just posted about it!" Luz said before 
Gus used a spell circle to summon a little scroll in front of me, the 
scroll having a picture and a comment below it. 


“It's conjuring night! No dorks allowed'." | said as | read the comment 
out loud, looking at it in disbelief. "Really? What are we? In grade 
school?" 


"You see? We need this conjuring to prove those girls wrong." 
"Fine, but this has to go through my mom first." 


"Okay." Luz then turned to our friends. "Hear that, guys? We're 
gonna have our own moonlight conjuring!" 


"Are you serious?" Gus said as he was beyond excited upon hearing 
this. "This was on my bucket list, after owning a real human bucket! 


"That's a really weird thing to want, but | appreciate your 
enthusiasm." Luz said to him. 


"Okay then. Then you two wait here and we'll go talk with my mom." | 
said before me and Luz then over to Mom. "Hey, Mom..." Before | 
could say anything else, Morton came back with a worried look on 
his face. 


"Okay, I've got bad news and good news." Morton told us. "Bad news 
is I'm all out 'til next week." 


"Next week?" | said out of shock. "What's the good news?" 


"Well, the good news is that feathers are a good look for your mom." 
Morton said before more feathers appeared on my mom. 


"Morton!" Mom snapped at him, making the warlock flinch. 


"I'm sorry, E." Morton said to her. "But why'd you wait to re-up 'til 
now?" 


"I've been very busy." Mom told him. 


"Yeah, busy playing Hexes Hold'em." Juniper bluntly said, making 
Mom glare at her. 


"Morton, we used up the last elixir today. We can't wait until next 
week, especially with my mom turning right now." | told him. "If you 
don't have any, can you at least tell us where we can find more 
before she goes berserk?" 


"Well... there is one place..." Morton said before he gained a grim 
expression. "Listen. | wouldn't suggest this to just anybody, but if you 
need the elixir that bad, you can try your luck later this evening.” 


"This evening?" Mom said as she then looked at Morton with 
surprise. "You mean, the Night Market?" 


"What's the Night Market?" | asked, curious about this. 


"A gathering of special shops that only get together at night." Juniper 
told me. "People only go there when shopping for something illegal 
or that they don't want people to know about." 


"Illegal?" | asked before | realized it. "Wait, are you saying that this is 
some kind of black market for witches? Like the kind filled with 
criminal shoppers and shopkeepers?" 


"Yep, and it's filled with the worst of the worst." Mom put in before 
looking back to Morton. "You're saying there's more elixir there?" 


"Yep. There's a guy with a stand, goes by Grimm Hammer." Morton 
told her. "If anyone has what you need, it's him." 


"Mom?" | asked, looking at my mom with concern. 


"Looks like I'm gonna have to do some late-night shopping." Mom 
said, trying her best to hide her fear. "Thanks, Morton." 


"Wait, are we seriously going to the Night Market?" | asked out of 
shock. 


"No, l'm going. You are going to be staying at the Owl House with 
Luz until | get back." Mom told me. "The night market is way too 
dangerous for someone like you. You'll be better off staying home, 
okay?" 


"Okay." | told her before then going on to ask her what | meant to ask 
her. "Okay then. Well, seeing how me and Luz will be home the 
whole night, we wanted to ask you something. This might be bad 
timing, but | was wondering if me and Luz could have moonlight 
conjuring at the house." 


"A moonlight conjuring?" Mom asked me with a raised eyebrow. 
"What for?" 


"It's for our friends Willow and Gus." | explained to her. "They've 
never been to one and me and Luz were wondering if..." 


"Not tonight." Mom told me with a hand held up. "Sorry, kiddo, but | 
can't have you or Luz have a moonlight conjuring while I'm out of the 
house." 


"If you're worried that we don't know how to do one, | actually have 
some experience in..." 


"That's not the problem. | need you and Luz to watch over the house 
along with all the many precious objects in there." Mom told us as 
she then walked over to the bench King was sitting at. 


"Like me!" King said, pointing to himself before Mom grabs him. 
"You're coming with me." Mom told him. "| need an extra pair of eyes 


to look out for pick-pockets." She then turned to give me and Luz a 
sly smile. "And an extra pair of hands in case | want to pick pocket." 


"And I'll be there to make sure you two don't get into trouble doing it." 
Juniper said as she came over to Mom and the little demon. 


"Then maybe Willow and Gus can come to the house and help us..." 
Luz said as she tried to persuade my mom. 


"No!" Mom said as she cut her off. "Besides, conjurings are dumb." 
"How would you know?" | asked her with my arms crossed. 


"Because I've done it before." Mom told me. "All you do is sit ina 
circle and hold hands. It's like magic for babies." 


“But Mom..." 


"No buts." She sternly told me. "There will be no conjurings and no 
one else but you and Luz at the house, got it?" 


"Yes, Mom." | said with depression, knowing there was no point in 
arguing. 


"Good. Now let's go home." Mom said before she then walked off 
with King in hand and Juniper walking beside her. 


"Luz! Ryuji!" Willow called out as we watched her and Gus run over 
to us. "What did Eda say?" Seeing them looking at us, anxious to 
know our answer, me and Luz looked at each other with worry before 
| sighed as | then turned back to give them the bad news. 


"Well..." | said before Gus cut me off. 


"Oh, look!" Gus pointed up to the sky where we saw the moon of the 
Isles, oddly enough resembling a human skull, rising above us. "The 
moon is rising into place! The celestial powers only align once a 
year." 


"Once a year?" | said, surprised by this. "Wait, you mean you can 
only do a moonlight conjuring once a year?" 


"Yeah, of course." Gus happily told me. "That's why they're sucha 
big deal." 


"Oh, | can't believe | finally have enough friends for a moonlight 
conjuring!" Willow happily said as she looked to me and Luz. "Thank 
you both so much! So, did Eda say it was okay?" Both me and Luz 
were now more nervous than ever as we exchanged a worried 
glance. Though | felt terrible about having to crush their hopes, | 
knew | had to tell the two the truth. 


"Actually, my mom said..." 


"Yes!" Luz said as she cut me off with a smile, shock me. "Eda said 
‘yes'." 


"Wait, my mom said..." Luz then covered my mouth with her hand 
before she lied to our friends more. 


"We can do it at the Owl House." Luz told them. "As long as we don't 
make a mess or touch anything or ever bring up that we did it!" 
Though she gave a nervous laugh and despite me trying to tell them 
it wasn't true, our friends pushed it aside as they cheered out. 


"Yes!" Gus exclaimed happily. 


"Oh, you're both the best!" Willow said, now even happier upon 
hearing the news. 


"We're gonna do a conjuring! We're gonna do a conjuring! Conjuring! 
Conjuring!" Our friends sang out as they walked off. After they were 
out of sight, Luz finally removed her hand and | took a brief moment 
to breathe before talking to her. 


"Luz, what the hell?" | said with disappointment. 
"I'm sorry! It was the heat of the moment!" She quickly replied. "They 


were just so happy and | just couldn't bring myself to tell them we 
couldn't do a conjuring.” 


"Luz, you heard what my mom said! She doesn't want anyone else 
but us at the house!" | told her. "If my mom finds out, she'll be pissed! 
We need to tell them the truth!" 


"| know, | know. But you saw how bummed out she was. We gotta do 
this for her." 


"As much as | would want to help cheer up a friend, | can't disobey 
my mom. If we do this, Mom's not gonna trust us again." 


"But Ryuji, you heard them. They've never been to a moonlight 
conjuring before and they can only do it once a year. Out of anybody, 
they deserve to know what it's like." 


"| know, but..." 
"Ryuji, don't you remember the first time we had a sleepover?" 


| was surprised by her bringing this up. "Well... yeah. It was back in 
our second year of middle school. We spent practically a whole night 
watching horror movies." 


"Yeah, and do you remember the fun we had?" 


"Yeah. It was pretty great since it was the first time | ever had a 
friend to hang out at home like that." 


"And it was a first for me too and | loved it. Don't you see? Willow 
and Gus are just like us from back then. Neither of them had a 
chance to do something as fun as that. As they're friends, we need 
to help them experience what they've been missing out." 


Looking at her and remembering how Willow and Gus were back 
there, | realized that she was right in seeing how those two reminded 
me of how me and Luz were back then. Seeing how happy those two 
were reminded me of how happy Luz was when | accepted her offer 
to have our first sleepover. It was right there and then that | saw she 
was right and it would've been wrong to break our friends' hearts like 


that. Though I knew I was gonna get in trouble for it, | smiled 
knowing my answer for Luz. 


"You're right. Out of anyone, those two deserve to know such an 
experience. Let's give them the best moonlight conjuring ever." 


“Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!" She 
said as she grabbed me in one of her bone-crushing hugs. 


"Luz... can't breathe..." | said to her as | was having a hard time 
breathing as my friend continued to hug me despite me tapping her 
on the side. 


Later that night, as Luz sat on the couch, | went over to my mom and 
sister as they got ready to leave, the two putting on their cloaks and 
my mom bringing her staff to help her walk if she needed it. 


"You sure you'll be okay out there?" | said to them in concern. "In the 
Night Market, | mean." 


"Oh, come on, DK." Juniper told me. "You ain't gotta worry about me 
and Mom. We'll be fine." 


"Uh-huh. I've heard that before." | said as | crossed my arms. "That's 
typically how it all starts out before it all goes down south." Mom 
chuckled as she pat my head. 


"We'll be okay, Ryuji. Don't worry." Mom said. "Now, while I'm out, 
you're in charge. Make sure Luz and Hooty don't get into any 
trouble." 


"Hoot-hoot! | don't need a babysitter!" Hooty said with a pout as he 
swung the door open into the house. "I'm a big boy house!" 


"You roll around in the mud on a daily basis." | told the house demon 
with an amused smile. "And that pout of yours doesn't really help 
your case." 


"Wait, what about me?" Luz asked out of confusion. "What did | do?" 


"Because Ryuji's my son." Mom told her. "Also because he's proven 
to be more responsible than you have." 


"She's not wrong." | said to my friend. "You don't exactly have a good 
track record of being responsible." 


"What? Name one time that | wasn't." Luz said to me. 


"Well..." | said as | then remembered the times she was 
irresponsible and got into trouble. 


[Flashback] 


In the kitchen, Luz hummed away as she was preparing to cook a 
soup as she then added a glowing chili pepper. After doing so, the 
soup began to bubble and Luz looked at it in confusion before the 
pot she was using exploded. 


"Hey, Luz. How's the cooking going?" Ryuji said with a smile as he 
walked into the kitchen, freezing with shock as he found the area 
covered in soup broth and his human friend on the floor, soot on her 
face as she then coughed up a puff of smoke. 


We then cut to outside to the Owl House as Luz is doing some 
gardening. After digging a big rock out of the ground and tossing it 
over the cliff, Luz paused in her gardening after hearing a roar and 
looked to the cliff in fear as see a five-headed sea serpent rose up 
and glared at her, the center head having a bump on its head. Before 
long, Luz gets up and screams as she runs away from the beast as it 
chased her. 


We then cut to nighttime at the Owl House, Ryuji, Eda, Juniper, and 
King were in the living room as Ryuji was reading a comic book titled 


RWBY to King, the little demon showing much interest in this. They 
all then turned to the door as it was slammed open and they saw Luz 
with a big smile on her face. 


"Guys, check what | just found!" Luz said before she holds up a tiny, 
white dragon with red eyes, short legs, bat-like wings, a snake-like 
body, and a beak-like mouth in her hand. "Isn't this the cutest thing 
you've ever seen?" 


"Luz, get that thing out of here!" Eda said with a look of horror. 
"What? Why?" Luz asked in confusion. 


"That's a Fright Wyrm!" Eda told her. "One of the nastiest vermin we 
have on the Boiling Isles that always travels..." Hearing chittering, 
Eda then looked towards the door and became more horrified upon 
doing so. "In packs." 


By turning to the door, everyone then became shocked as they saw 
a black swirl flying toward them. Upon entering the house, it is 
revealed to be a swarm of black versions of the dragon Luz had 
which then flew throughout the place and caused both King and the 
teenagers to scream out in terror. 


[End of Flashback] 


[Ryuji] 


After reminding her of all that happened last week, Luz gained a look 
of shock in realization before quickly shaking it off. 


"Okay, | see your point." Luz said. "But, for the record, | said | was 
sorry." 


"In any case, you got nothing to worry about, Mom." I told my mom. 
"We got everything under control." 


"You two are acting suspicious." Mom said. 
"What? No! What makes you say that?" | said with a nervous smile. 


"Well, for starters, you're doing that thing where you're scratching 
your arm like you have a rash." Mom told me. 


"No, I'm not." Looking over, | then saw that | was scratching my arm 
before quickly putting my arms behind my back, trying my best to 
smile. 


"Also Luz is hiding in her hoodie like she does when she's nervous." 
Mom pointed her thumb at Luz. 


"Meow, I'm not." Luz said before | pulled her hood, my friend giving a 
nervous laugh. "Oh, where's King?" 


"Oh, yeah. Where is the little guy?" | asked, trying to help change the 
subject. 


"Oh, King. He's right here." Juniper said before she opened her cloak 
to reveal King fast asleep in a baby strap she had, the little demon 
snoring away. "He just conks out when he's weightless." My twin 
moved around a bit, King's whole body moving along with it. 


"Aww! He's so dangly." Luz cooed before she then looked at Juniper, 
my sister losing her smile as she gave a flat look. 


"Whatever the hell you're trying to picture, please get it out of your 
head." Juniper bluntly said. 


"Too late." She smiled in response, making Juniper facepalm herself. 


"Anyway, we're leaving now." Mom said as she and Juniper walked 
away, my mom stopping at the doorway to look at me. "And, Ryuji..." 
Me and Luz then became worried as she gave us a stern look. "If 
either you or Luz mess up the house, you'll both be spending your 
summer in the shed. No magic lessons and no combat practice." 
After giving us that threat, she then gave us a smile. "No pressure! 


Bye!" Going outside, we then watched as Mom and Juniper got on 
her staff before flying off. 


"This conjuring better be worth it." | said with worry. 


"It is 'cause we're doing it for Willow. She's counting on us." Luz said 
as my mom and twin were out of sight before turning to the bushes 
by the door. "Okay, guys. She's gone." 


"Yeah, coast is clear.” | put in. 


"Release!" Willow said as she used her magic to disperse the leaves 
covering her and Gus, both in their casual attire. Willow was wearing 
a long-sleeved tan yellow dress that had a blue tie with an oval light 
green jewel, gray striped leggings, and brown boots; and Gus was 
wearing a cyan tunic with light gray sleeves and a black belt along 
with black tights and dark purple boots. "I'm a sneaky sneakster!" 


"I've got leaves in my pants." Gus commented. 


"Gus, you do realize you could've just used an illusion to hide." | told 
him. "You didn't need to cover yourself with leaves." 


"Hey, | don't mind." Gus told me as he and Willow walked over us. "I 
actually like having leaves in my pants." 


"Gus, you are something else." | said with a smile, amused by this. 
"You ready to enter the Owl House?" 


"Yeah!" Gus said as he and Willow gave eager smiles. 


“Company! Hooray! Finally, someone to listen to my stories!" Hooty 
said before Luz, Willow, and Gus headed inside. "Okay, one time, a 
sparrow flew into my mouth and then I..." 


"Uh, sorry, Hooty. We don't have time to chat." | said before pointing 
over to the moon as it was getting close to getting into position. 
"Moon's about to get into place and we can't miss it." 


"Aw!" Hooty said with disappointment. 


"Besides, | need you to be on the lookout for my mom." | told him. "If 
you see her and Juni coming back, hoot to us." 


"Oh, okay!" Hooty said before he coughed and a sparrow flew out of 
his mouth. 


"Okay, thanks." | said before | then walked into the house and closed 
the door before turning to my friends. "Okay. Willow, Gus, | officially 
welcome you to the Owl House. This here is the living room." 


"And we call it that because it's technically living!" Luz chimed in as 
she gestured to a wall. "The walls are literally breathing. Look!" Luz 
chimed in and gestured to a part of the wall that was actually 
breathing air. 


"Enchanting." Willow said after she went over to it and heard the 
breathing. 


"That's actually Hooty's breathing you're hearing. As a house demon, 
his very being is spread through the walls of the Owl House." | said, 
causing Luz to look at me with surprise. "I read it in one of King's 
demon books." 


"Look at all these human treasures." Gus said as he was looking 
through a small chest, pulling out an eight ball before pulling out a 
human skull. "And actual humans!" 


"Yeah, we've got it all." | said as | then used my magic to bring a 
bowl full of eyeballs. "We've got the weird snacks." 


"We've got weird music!" Luz exclaimed as she placed the needle on 
the record, an evil witch laugh coming from the gramophone before it 
started playing music. 


"We've got a bucket!" Gus exclaimed happily with a said object over 
his head. 


"Gus, my man!" Luz said as they both exchanged a high five. 


"And, best of all, we've got actual friends to do the conjuring with!" 
Willow exclaimed, happily holding her hands together. "This is so 
exciting!" 


"So how does this conjuring stuff work?" Luz asked. 


"That's easy." | explained. "First, you pick an object to animate. Then 
you and your friends gather around the object. Then, while the moon 
gets into place, you hold hands and do a special chant. By holding 
hands, you can be able to concentrate the Moon Magic through you 
and into the object you chose, bringing it to life." 


"That's so cool!" Luz said to me. "And with all four of us working 
together, it will be the best conjuring ever." 


"Actually, I'm afraid you're gonna have to do that without me." | said 
with a smile of regret. "I tried this a while back and it didn't go so 
well." 


"Really? What happened?" Luz asked with concern. 


"Remember last Christmas when Gravesfield got attacked by evil 
toys?" | asked her with a nervous smile. 


[Flashback] 


In Gravesfield, there's a snowman sitting on a lawn with a smile 
made of coal for a moment before a trashcan was thrown at it. 
Cutting over to the streets, we see people running around in terror 
while a few houses were on fire with the town being attacked by 
living toys, the ones with eyes having a menacing red glow in them. 
One man who was running soon found himself struggling with a 
teddy bear after it jumped on his face and began beating on his 
head. A couple of toy soldiers were carrying a brick before tossing it 


at the window of a house. A giant toy rabbit cut down a telephone 
pole with a chainsaw, said pole landing on top of a car. 


[End of Flashback] 


[Ryuji] 


"Yeah, that was actually my fault." | admitted. "My curse made the 
spell go haywire and animated those toys along with making them 
evil." 


"Dios Mio." Luz said with shock. 

"Yeah, so it would be a bad idea if | joined you in the spell." | told her. 
"Though | will help you prepare. In fact, I'll go get the materials we 
need. l'Il be right back." 


[No one's view] 


"Okay, | guess it's just us three." Luz said to her friends. "That's fine. 
We only need just three people, right?" 


"Right. Now we just need to pick something to animate." Willow said 
before walking over to a nice-looking potted plant. "Since it's our first 
time, we should pick something meaningful, something beautiful." 


"Like this strangely buff, little man?" Gus said as he came over and 
held out some sort of wrestling action figure with a shirt that said 
"Beefy Bob". 


"I'm half beef, half Bob!" The toy said as Gus squeezed it. 


"Yes! He's perfect!" Luz instantly agreed with the idea while Willow 
was a bit hesitant. 


"That's not exactly what | meant by 'beautiful’." Willow said, Gus 
instantly giving her a whimper as he put on a puppy eyes act. This 


was enough to get her to give in as she then smiled. "Okay, buff boy, 
it is." 


"Yes!" Luz hugged up on her. 


"Tonight, he shall be risen!" Gus declared triumphantly. and then 
they heard Evan clear his throat. 


As the moon outside was moving to where it could be seen from in 
front of the Owl House, Luz, Willow and Gus got together in a small 
circle with the toys on the floor right in between them, the three 
already have lit a few candles and placed them around them. 


"According to the conjuring books I've read, we say the incantation to 
make a connection with the toys." Willow said as they all then 
grabbed hold of each other's hands and closed their eyes. Gus and 
Willow then began to chant with blue energy starting to coat the trio. 


"Uh... | don't know the words." Luz said as her friends continued to 
chant, unable to follow along with what was happening. Luz then 
closed her eyes as she tried to join her friends in the chant. 


Outside, Hooty took notice as the moon had finally risen into place 
before giving off a bright glow. Unknown to the trio inside the house, 
a wave of blue energy erupted from them and through the house, 
putting out all the candles and the lights. 


The group opened their eyes to see if they were successful. 


"That's your cue, little man." Gus said to the toy as the three then 
opened their eyes to look at it. 


[Ryuji] 


"Okay, seriously? Where is the chalk around this place?" | said as | 
got out of my mom's closet and closed the door. "We're never gonna 
do a conjuring without chalk." Suddenly, there was this rumble and | 
watched as everything began to shake. "What the...?" 


[No one's view] 


Outside, Hooty-who had closed his eyes closed-instantly opened 
them as they were glowing bright blue, the shaking becoming 
stronger and scaring the birds who called the very place home. In 
that instant, the ground beneath the house began to slowly rise. 


[Ryuji] 


"Whoa, whoa!" | said as the house began to move, losing my 
balance and collapsing on the floor. 


[No one's view] 


Downstairs, Luz, Gus, and Willow fell over from the house rising, the 
action figure they were trying to bring to life sitting motionless on the 
floor. Outside, the ground finally stopped rising as the house now 
stood on two giant bird legs. 


[Ryuji] 


"What the hell?" | said as | picked myself up and rushed downstairs 
to the living room, finding it to be a complete mess with all kinds of 
stuff scattered all over the floor and my friends lying on the floor. 
"Hey, everybody alright?" 


"Yeah, we're fine." Luz said before an open book look landed on her 
head. "Hey, is it just me or did the whole house just hiccup?" 


"No, the house definitely moved." | said as | went over and helped 
her to her feet, the book slipping off her head. "I felt it from upstairs." 


"Little buff guy, what did you do?" Gus said as he held a muscular 
action figure. 


"A real man never takes accountability!" the toy said as he squeezed 
it. 


"Okay, will somebody tell me what exactly is going on?" | asked, 
wanting an answer. 


"Well, we were doing the conjuring and..." Willow said before | 
stopped her. 


"Wait, you did the conjuring?" | said with shock. "Guys, | told you that 
| was getting something for it!" 


"Yeah, but what does that have to do with it?" Gus asked me. 


"Because we weren't ready to do the spell yet." | answered. "You 
guys skipped a step!" 


"What do you mean?" Luz asked me. 


"Before you actually do the spell, you're supposed to draw a special 
focusing glyph circle around both the object you're animating and 
yourself and the people doing the conjuring." | explained to them. 
"Because you did it without the circle, the magic you were using 
went somewhere else." 


"Oh, dear. If you're telling the truth then..." Willow said with 
realization. "I think we animated the house instead. 


"The house?!" Me and Luz exclaimed while glancing at one another. 


Quickly heading outside, while me, Gus, and Willow stopped in time, 
| had to catch Luz before she fell of the edge of the amount of 
ground we had. We were way high up, so high that we could see the 
tops of the trees. When the house began to move again, | looked to 
the ground and saw that it was being carried off by two giant bird 
legs. 


"Okay, this is not good." | nervously said while Luz went over to 
Hooty as he closed the door, the house demon's eyes glowing light 


blue. 
"Hooty? Hooty!" Luz called out. "Hooty, you have to stop!" 


"By the power of moonlight, | have risen. Hoot-hoot." The house 
demon said. 


"Guys, what's wrong with him?" Luz asked with worry. 
"Looks like he's in some kind of trance." Gus said. 


"Well, he is part of the house." | said, already guessing what was 
going on. "When you animated the house, Hooty must've gotten 
overcharged with Moon Magic. He can't think straight!" Just then, we 
went through some trees which led to Gus losing his footing and 
falling off the edge. Acting quickly, Luz and Willow grabbed his hands 
and | grabbed theirs to make sure all three of them didn't fall, doing 
my best to keep myself stable. "Hold on, guys!" I tried to pull them 
up, but stopped when | looked forward, gasping in shock from seeing 
Hooty walking towards a cliff. "HOOTY, STOP!" After yelling that plea 
at the top of my lungs, the house stopped right before it went past 
the edge. "Wait, what?" Though I was surprised and confused by 
this, | then remembered my friends and helped the girls pull Gus 
back up. We then let go of each other's hands after doing so. "You 
okay, Gus?" 


"Yeah, I'm fine. Thanks." Gus said. 

"Ryuji, how did you do that?" Luz asked me. 

"| don't know." | said as we all then turned to Hooty. "All | did was tell 
Hooty to stop, which is weird considering he wasn't listening to us 
earlier." 

"Wait, guys, hold hands again." Luz said as she held out her hands. 


"What? Why?" | asked, confused by the request. 


"Just trust me, okay?" She answered. 


Though a bit hesitant, we all then grabbed each other's hands. After 
doing so, we found ourselves surrounded in a glowing blue aura. 


"Okay, this is pretty cool." | said as we were all surprised by this. 


"Hooty, step back from the cliff." Luz said, the house moving back 
into the forest. 


"We're controlling it with the power of friendship!" Willow said. "Uh... 
and the moon. Probably the moon." 


"The conjuring spell you did must be allowing us to control the Moon 
Magic within Hooty, but only when we hold hands." | said as | 
realized it. "It's a magic circuit, a special formation that magic flows 
through. When I grabbed your hands while you grabbed Gus, the 
magic flowed into me and allowed me to get control of Hooty. That's 
why he listened." 


"This is amazing!" Gus said, excited about all of this. "What do we do 
now?" 


"On the one hand, we should probably stay put." Luz said. 


"On the other hand, we've got a giant walking house and should 
totally take it on a joyride!" Gus put in. 


"Uh, guys? This spell is only temporary. We can only do as long as 
the moon is out." | told them. "Plus this is my mom's house, 
remember? If she finds out we animated it, we're dead! We got to put 
it back before it's too late." 


"Actually, Ryuji, we're okay." Luz said, pointing up to the moon that 
was slowly going down. "See? The moon's not gonna be set for a 
while. | think this gives us enough time for us for a ride through 
Bonesborough." 


"Oh, | don't know..." 


"It'll be fine. We'll be back before the moon sets. | promise." 


| looked over to my friends and back at the moon for a moment as | 
thought about it. | then realized this moonlight conjuring was actually 
better than the last one | did. Seeing how this could be the first 
chance | could enjoy this, | couldn't see any reason not to make the 
best of it. 


"You know what? Yeah!" | said with a smile. "Let's do it!" 
[No one's view] 


As they yelled out happily with the Owl House walking through the 
forest, the group was unaware that someone was watching them, 
that someone being the leader of the demon hunters they 
encountered earlier who looked at them with interest. 


In Bonesborough, Eda and Juniper had just entered the Night 
Market, having gone past the entrance with the ink-written sign. The 
area was full of stands selling all sorts of different stuff and a lot of 
shady. Upon reaching a candle stand with a couple of candles 
shaped like hands, Juniper stopped as Eda paused and hunched 
over a bit with a sigh. 


"Easy, Mom." Juniper said as she held Eda stand before she then 
noticed more feathers sprouting from her mother's arms. "We need 
to get you that elixir." Looking around she then spotted someone in 
the corner. "Hey, buddy! You know where we can find a guy named 
Grimm Hammer?" The figure nodded before a small creature 
emerged from its empty eye sockets and pointed towards a stand 
with traps in front of it. "Come on, Mom." With that, the mother and 
daughter then walked over to the stand, the creature in the figure's 
eye soon getting eaten by a snake. 


[Ryuji] 


"Okay, this is awesome!" | said as we walked through the forest. 
"Who knew Hooty had his own legs under this house?" 


"Wait, stop!" Willow said as we then stopped before we all looked 
ahead and saw a familiar witch walking through the woods with what 
looked like a duffle bag. "Is that..." 


"It's Boscha." Gus confirmed. "That girl who made fun of us." 


"Shhh!" | quickly hushed them before we listened in on what she was 
saying as she held this crow to her ear. 


"Ugh! Yes, Mom. I'm going to a moonlight conjuring." Boscha said 
out of disgust. "No, Mom. You can't come." It was only a brief 
moment. "Yes, Mom. It's sad that you're asking.” With that, she 
pushed something on the crow up before it flew off, cawing as it did. 
She was about to walk away until Luz gave off a sneeze, making the 
witch turn around and see the house. We were lucky a hill was in 
front of us as it concealed us along with the house's legs from her 
vision. 


"She noticed us." Willow whispered with worry. "What do we do?" 


"Hmm." Luz thought before she gained an idea and whispered it to 
us, getting all three of us to smile. Putting the plan into action, Gus 
made a loud horn out of his Illusion Magic before letting Luz speak 
through it with a deep voice. "Hey! H-Hey, you! You should, uh... 
stop being so mean to people! You're kind of a jerk." We all hid 
laughter at what we were doing, thinking about she was going to 
react at the end of this. 


"Ew. A talking house is giving me a lecture?" Boscha commented. 
"Whatever. I'll just TP you like | did with the rest of the 
neighborhood." 


"Oh, my turn! My turn!" | whispered as | gently moved Luz aside 
before using a spell circle on my fingers, making them glow before 
putting them on my throat and giving me a very deep intimidating 
voice. "Oh, really? I'd love to see you try!" Grabbing a hold of each 
other's hands, | then whispered Hooty. "Hooty, stand up." With that, | 
then did a roar as the house stood up to reveal itself, the 


combination of my impressive roar and the reveal scaring Boscha 
into running away, screaming. After she was out of sight, we all 
shared a laugh as we let go of each other. 


"Boy, we really showed her! Ha-ha!" | said. 


"I've never pranked anyone before and now | have a taste for it." Gus 
said. 


"Welcome to the club." | said as | put a hand on his shoulder. 


"We should follow her to Amity's house to show off our conjuring." 
Willow suggested. "That will show her who's got no talent." 


"Actually, I'm starting to think we should head back." Luz suggested 
as we saw the moon setting, not giving us enough time to do that 
and get the house back in time. 


"Yeah, the moon's setting. We better get the house back before it's 
gone." | added. 


"Amity's updating her Penstagram." Gus said as he brought back out 
the scroll from earlier, showing us the photo with a new comment. 


"Shout out to my fellow witches! #Humans can bite it'?!" | read out 
loud, Luz gasping from hearing it and making me angry. "Okay, | take 
it back. Let's go show Amity what a real conjuring is!" 


"Let's do it!" Luz said before all then joined hands again and got the 
house to follow Boscha. 


[No one's view] 
Unknown to the group as they were following Boscha, they were 


being followed by a group of hooded figures who traveled by the tree 
lines. 


Back in the Night Market, Juniper and Eda were walking over to the 
ominous stand. Once they made it over, Juniper peaked in between 
the tarps with caution. 


"Hello?" Juniper called out. "Uh, we seek the one they call Grimm 
Hammer." 


"I'm the one they call Grimm Hammer." The demon said in an eerie 
voice as he poked his head out from behind the counter, just before 
the curtains rose up and startled the witches as well as woke up 
King. 


"Huh? What?" King groggily said. 


Jumping up onto the counter, the mother and daughter soon saw 
that the seemingly threatening demon called Grimm Hammer was a 
pig-like demon with a curly pigtail with a red barbed tip, huge ears, a 
pig nose, and two small, protruding tusks dressed in glasses, an 
orchid vest, and lilac bow added on to a white dress shirt. 


"Welcome, welcome, welcome!" Grimm Hammer happily greeted 
them. "I've got weaponry from the Hinterlands, curses from the 


Winterlands, and jelly beans!" He threw some of the sweets into the 
air with that last part. 


"Jelly beans!" King happily said as he caught one. 


"They're lethally delicious." Tibbles added before Juniper smacked 
the jelly bean out of King's hand before he ate it. 


" You're Grimm Hammer?" 


"Tibblet-Tibblie Grimm Hammer the Third." Grimm Hammer said as 
he bowed his head. "Please, call me 'Tibbles’." 


"Tibbles..." Juniper snickered as King laughed at what he said. 


"Okay, Tibbles." Eda said as she passed Tibbles an empty vial. "We 
need some of this elixir." 


"Oh, this is one wicked brew." Tibbles said before using his tail to 
bring out a new one. "Lucky for you, | just stocked up." 


"Huzzam!" Eda cheered out as she and her daughter smiled before 
she brought out her purse. "I'll give you ten snails for all ya got." 


"Add two more zeros and it's a deal." Tibbles said, making the two 
lose their smiles. 


"A thousand snails for the whole stock?" Juniper said in shock. 


"Sorry, but that's capitalism for ya." Tibbles replied as he went back 
into his booth. "The game where everyone wins, except you." 


"Hey!" Juniper called out. 


"Hold up, Juni." Eda said as she noticed a familiar deck of cards on 
the table and smiled as she gained an idea. "Say, you play Hexes 
Hold'em?" 


"Really? Now?" Juniper questioned her mother. 


"Oh! Is that what that game is called?" Tibbles said he came back 
over with a chuckle, using his tail to set himself down and grab the 
deck of cards. "I was just using these as coasters." 


"How about we make it interesting?" Eda said to him. "I win, you give 
us the elixir. You win, you can take something of ours." 


"Oh, what fun?" Tibbles said before he gained a serious look in his 
eye. "You're on." 


After getting to Bonesborough, we tried to get to Amity's house, but 
we ran into trouble as we caused a commotion, scaring at least most 
of the residents who were out walking in the streets. 


"Okay, Willow. Where's Amity's place?" | asked, wanting to get this 
over with before we got into trouble. 


"Right over there." Willow said as we stopped the house, the plant 
witch pointing over to a large mansion with a metal gate and a sign 
that said "Blight Mansion" in front of it. 


"Wait, she's from a pristine family too?" | said, not expecting this at 
all. "That actually explains a lot." 


[Ryuji's aside] 


I'm not kidding there. It's no wonder why she acts so cold and why 
Xander's dating her. And to think, we were actually gonna show up a 
rich girl. 


"Come on, guys.” Willow spoke up, sounding a bit determined. "Time 
to show Amity what a real conjuring looks like." We tried to make our 
way over, but were caught by a large rope firing above us, pinning us 
in place. "What happened?" 


"Looks like something roped us." | said before Luz spoke up in fear. 


"Uh, guys?" Luz said, pointing over to a giant crossbow in front of us. 
"Is that a... giant crossbow?" Just then, the weapon fired a rope right 
above the house, trapping it in place. 


Not too soon after, a potion bottle was tossed up to us, the bottle 
shattering as a green mist surrounded us. As we coughed from it, | 
then watched as my friends then slowly passed out one by one. Just 
as | realized it was knockout gas, | fell under the effect and passed 
out as well. As | was slowly drifting off to sleep, | managed to see the 
demon hunter we saw earlier land in front of us. 


"Knock, knock." He said as he kneeled down to our level before 
everything went black. 


Hearing a horn blare, | woke up to find myself on the floor and the 
house moving again. Seeing as to how | was also tied up to Luz, 
Willow, and Gus, | already guess that we had been captured by 
demon hunters who were wheeling us away in a wagon. 


"Guys?" | said to my friends. "Guys, wake up!" With that, they then 
instantly woke up. 


"Ryuji? What's going on?" Luz asked, slowly adjusting to what was 
happening. 


"We got captured by demon hunters." | said to her. "They must've 
seen us going by. We gotta get out of here!" 


"What do you think I'm trying to do?" Gus retorted as he tried to 
chew on the ropes. 


"Hooty! Hooty! You have to wake up!" Luz said, kicking on the door. 


"If you want this to end as you Say, all of you must hold hands. It's 
the only way." The house demon said, still under the Moon Magic. 


"iOye, no me hables asi!" Luz snapped in Spanish. 


"Ah, kirisuto no tame ni!" | cursed in Japanese before | turned to the 
plant witch. "Willow, can you help Luz with Hooty?" 


"No." Willow replied with a look of guilt. "I don't think you shouldn't 
ask me to help with anything." 


"Willow..." AS Luz was about to say something, the house stopped 
moving and we all rolled to our sides. "Did the house just stop 
moving?" 


"Yeah, with you three on top of me." | replied in a flat tone as | lay 
there with my friends laying on me. 


"Sorry." The trio said, their tone telling me that had apologetic looks. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


You know, to be honest, | once had a dream that had Luz on top of 
me. But | was actually much happier in it. 


| sighed, not just as a way of accepting their apology, but also of 
regret that | didn't haven't my Saisho on me. If | hadn't left it upstairs, 
we all would've been able to escape with ease. We all then looked to 
the door as it suddenly opened to reveal the leading hunter as he 
made his way inside while laughing a bit. He then picked us up by 
our restraints and shoved us to the ground near some of his 
subordinates. 


"Take the house and rip out the house demon!" He said as the four 
of us sat up. "We can sell it to restaurants as exotic meat." 


"No! Hooty would taste terrible." Luz told them. 


"Hey, I'm a refined taste. Hoot-hoot!" The house demon exclaimed, 
offended by what Luz said even though it wasn't her attention. 


"What do we do with the worms?" A green-skinned hunter said as he 
looked at us. 


"Throw them over the cliff." The leader said, his green associate 
smiling as he walked over to us. 


"Wait just a moment!" Said a voice, the green demon stopping as we 
all looked at one of the hunters walking over to me and my friends. 
The hunter had his hood on, so the only thing | could see was the 
burning glare of his orange eyes. "I need to speak with that one." He 
pointed a finger at me. 


"Oh, come on, Kai." The green demon said to him in annoyance. 


"Shut it, Tom!" the orange-eyed man snapped at his associate. "Do 
you even realize who we captured?" 


"Uh... a bunch of kids?" Tom asked, not sure how to answer. 


"I'm talking about the boy here." He said as he turned his eyes to 
me. "That's the Dragon Kid, the offspring of Axel the Deserter and 
the Owl Lady." With that, the other hunters gasped in shock. 


"Axel the Deserter?" | asked, confused by this. 


"It's a title your dad got when he left." Gus told me. "Barely anyone 
uses it." 


"Yes, unless those who say it believe he deserves it." The man 
named Kai said as he came up in front of me. "And | am one of such 
who believes it." 


"And who are you to talk crap about my dad?" | said with a glare at 
the man. 


"Someone who actually knows your father quite well." Kai said as he 
then took off his hood to reveal himself as a warlock with the usual 
pale skin along with short and feather brown hair. "My name is 
Akkaitto Vallake, Son of Bushikatagi Vallake and soon-to-be leader 
of the Vallake Family!" 


"You're a Vallake?" | said in disbelief. 


"Yeah, and | also happen to be the Vallake who was associated with 
your father before he fled." Akkaitto said to me. "As such, | know 
everything about him, especially when recognizing one of the 
bastard's spawn." 


"| don't understand." | said, having a hard time taking all of this. "Out 
of everyone on the Isles, | thought the Vallake Family would've 
understood why my father ran away." 


"And you're right." He said. "We completely understand why he left. 
Considering our familial bonds of our ancestors, we knew exactly the 
reason why he fled on the night of his coven ceremony." 


"Familial bonds?" Luz asked, confused by this. "Ryuji, what's he 
talking about?" 


"Well, the truth is that the Frank Family and the Vallake Family are 
distant cousins." | answered, causing my friends to gasp. 


"You're related to one of the Noble Three families?" Gus said in 
disbelief. 


"Yeah, which is why I'm more confused." | said before turning back to 
the Vallake in front of me. "If you understand why my dad left, why 
are you talking crap about him?" 


"Because he's not just a criminal deemed by the Coven System," 
Akkaitto told me, "he's a criminal deemed by the Vallake Family as 
well." 


"What?!" | said with a gasp of shock. "What'd my dad do to you?" 


"Heh. Axel hasn't told you a thing, has he?" He said with a scoff. 
"You really don't know." 


"What exactly don't | know?" 


"Unfortunately, you won't live long enough to find out." Akkaitto then 
turned to Tom. "Tom, go ahead and throw these four off the cliff." 


"With pleasure." Tom said as he regained his smile while Akkaitto 
walked over to the house. 


"Wait, what?!" Luz spoke out in shock as Tom then forced us to 
stand up. 


"Hold up, Kai." The leader of the hunters said. "If that kid is who you 
say he is, then he's worth more to us alive-Aaahhhh!" He was then 
taken back from Akkaitto smacking him in the face with the side of 
the big blade of a red broad axe he took out. 


"Watch your tongue." Akkaitto coldly told him as the hunter stood 
there with a broken nose. "When | joined this hunt, | thought we 
would only be dealing with hooligans. Had | realized one of them 
was the Owl Lady's spawn, | would've destroyed this house with him 
in it. AS of now, you are no longer in charge and you will do as | say 
or you will be joining that lot over the cliff! Understand?" With a growl 
of annoyance, the eye-patch-wearing hunter stepped back as he 
stepped down. "Good." After turning around, he then spoke out. 
"Tom, do what must be done!" 


"No!" | spoke up. "Leave my friends alone! They have nothing to do 
with this!" 


“Tough luck, kid." Akkaitto told me, not even daring to face me. "But 
we in the Akkaitto Family like to keep the trust of the people of these 
Isles as they should. Considering how much your father has gotten 
praise more than the scorn he deserves, if anyone had gained 
knowledge of any member of our family responsible for the demise 
of a Frank and exposed it, we would lose that very trust we worked 
so hard to keep. As such, we can't have any witnesses." After 
shocking me to my core, he then spoke out to his fellow hunters. 
"Listen, all of you! Once we take the house demon out, | want you all 
to search this house! The Dragon Kid's parents had stolen 
something very important to my family and | sought to get it back! | 
don't care if you have to tear this place apart, | want it found!" 


As Tom then started taking us to the cliff, | was completely shocked 
in disbelief by what Akkaitto just did, even more so by his words. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Okay, seriously, | didn't see that coming. That guy was a Vallake, a 
member of the family who my dad said was the most honorable and 
kind of all the Noble Three, and he just sentence four kids to death 
without a second thought. And the way he spoke, it was so cold and 
so full of malice. | expected words like that from the Duskermans, but 


never the Vallakes. | had no idea so much of the Isles was actually 
against him so much. 


"Keep going!" Tom said as he kept pushing us forward until we were 
right at the edge of the cliffs. "All righty, kids. Here's the end of your 
short little lives." 


"Wait! Wait! Wait!" Gus said as he managed to maneuver us around 
so he could to face Tom. "Is this really what you wanna be doing with 
your life? Tossing kids from cliffs?" 


"Yeah, especially as an order from a Vallake." | put in, trying to help 
Gus convince the hunter to let us go. "I mean, he did just take 
control of your group." 


"Eh, Kai might be a jerk, but he's a Vallake. We all know better than 
to argue with a guy like that." Tom told us. "Besides, this is actually 
what | wanted to do with my life. It's been my dream since | was a 
boy." Hearing us, the four of us gave him questioning looks. "| was a 
strange kid." 


"Yeah, obviously." | spoke up. "You have some problems, dude." 


"What are you? My mom?" Tom told me. "Anyway, bye!" With that, 
he then pushed us off the cliff, the four of us screaming while he 
laughed. 


Luckily, we didn't fall all the way as the rope we were tied with got 
caught on a long branch. 


"Phew! Good thing that branch was there." Luz said with a sigh of 
relief. 


"Yeah, but I'm not sure how long this branch is gonna hold." | put out, 
knowing we were in a bad situation. "Even if we survive this, we're 
still gonna be dead if my mom finds out about the house. If it gets 


destroyed, she's never gonna trust me again and you and me will 
have to spend our summer in the shed." 


"What? What are you talking about?" Willow asked, confused by 
what | said. 


"He means that's what Eda told us before she left." Luz said ina 
depressed tone before she spoke to our friends. "Willow, Gus, I'm 
sorry. | lied about the moonlight conjuring. Eda said no to it and just 
wanted me and Ryuji to watch the Owl House." 


"What?" Gus said in disbelief. "But why didn't you just tell us in the 
first place?" 


"| know it was wrong, but you guys just looked so happy since you 
always wanted to do a conjuring." Luz explained. "I just didn't have 
the heart to tell you it wasn't happening. You're the first friends me 
and Ryuji have here on Isles and we didn't want to hurt you." 


"Yeah, even | didn't want to crush your hopes of having your first 
conjuring." | put in with a smile. "A moonlight conjuring is one of the 
most exciting things to do, especially with friends. You two deserved 
to see what it was like. We're sorry for leading you on like this." 


"It's okay." Gus said in an understanding and forgiving tone. 


"Yeah, we get it and we're grateful." Willow said with the same tone 
before gaining a more shameful one. "Luz, Ryuji, I'm so sorry. You 
both wanted to turn back, but | pushed you guys into doing what | 
wanted all just to show off to Amity." 


"It's okay, Willow. This isn't your fault." | told her. "But why did you 
want to show off the conjuring to Amity so bad?" 


"Because | wanted to show her how good a witch | was." Willow said 
before she then gave a sigh. "The truth is Amity and | used to be 
friends." 


"Whaaat?" Me and Luz said together, not expecting this plot twist. 
"But if you two were friends, then what happened?" | asked. 


"Yeah, why is she being so mean to you?" Luz asked, just as curious 
as me. 


"Well, we played together as kids and we got along.” Willow 
explained to us. "But, when she got her magical powers and | didn't, 
she stopped hanging out with me." Willow then sighed in despair. "I 
just wanted to prove to her that | was a powerful witch too." 


"Willow, what are you talking about? You're a great witch." | said to 
her. "Remember back at Hexside? You stopped Bump and all those 
abominations with just one seed. If that isn't the skill of a powerful 
witch, | don't know what is." 


"Yeah, he's right." Luz backed me up. "You helped bring a house to 
life. Amity doesn't know what she's talking about." Willow smiled 
hearing her words. "Next to Ryuji and his family, you're the most 
powerful witch | know. No offense, Gus." 


"No, not at all." Gus said, not bothered one bit. "I know what I'm 
about." Hearing a few cracks, we then looked to the branch as it was 
slowly starting to break. 


"Oh, boy! Looks like this is it!" | said as it looked like we were about 
to fall. "Luz, if this is our last moment together, there's something | 
need you to know." | then took a moment to muster up the courage 
before | was ready to tell her. "I wanted to tell that..." 


"Wait, | think | can get us out of this!" Willow said as we turned to 
her, the plant witch managing to wiggle one of her arms free to reach 
out to a little root below the branch. "Just need to reach that... 
root..." Seeing what she was planning, | then used my foot to create 
a spell circle before kicking a wind blast that pushed us closer to the 
cliff and allowed Willow to grab the root. "Gotcha!" 


As she used her magic on the root, the branch we were on finally 
Snapped and we began to fall again. We didn't fall for very long as 
we soon found ourselves on a giant leaf which came from the root 
Willow was using her magic on, the root having grown out to save 
us. 


"Yeah! Nice job, Willow!" | said to her with a proud smile. 
"Thanks." Willow said, returning my smile. 


"Okay, so Ryuji, what did you want to tell me?" Luz curiously asked, 
causing me to blush out of realization. 


"Uh... oh, that? Nothing important." | told her before coming up with 
an excuse. "Let's just go save the Owl House!" 


[No one's view] 


Back in the Night Market, Juniper and King looked in shock at the 
aftermath of Eda's round against Tibbles, the pig demon having best 
her. 


"Oof! That was painful to watch." King said from witnessing what 
transpired. 


"Yeah, that was brutal." Juniper said, feeling the same way. 
"You card shark, you hustled me!" Eda said, now beyond furious 


"Looks like you forgot about my wild card." Tibbles said with a mere 
chuckle, holding up a card before it jumped out of his hand and 
roared before turning around to reveal a buff goblin. It then tore off 
the shirt the goblin had on before doing a small victory dance. "In 
any case, I'd like my prize now." Eying King, he then takes the little 
demon away from Juniper. "And | choose the little bone boy. I've 
always wanted a tiny servant to model my line of baby clothes." 


"No! | don't look good in clothes. I'm all natural!" King said with fear 
before turning to his friends. "Eda, Juniper, do something!" 


Eda attempted to make a spell circle, but instead a whole bunch 
more feathers sprouted out of her arm, making her grunt in 
annoyance 


"| got this!" Juniper said as she then tried to make a spell circle 
before Tibbles snapped his fingers and made two energy chains 
burst out of the ground, the chains wrapping up around Juniper 
before tumbling to the ground. 


"Juni!" Eda said before she got wrapped up in chains as well, these 
chains keeping her from moving. 


"You think this can stop me?" Juniper said before giving a grunt as 
dark red flames erupted from her body. But, after this happens, the 
chains start glowing blue before a mist came out of them. After the 
flames suddenly disappear, the mist dissipates as Juniper gains a 

look of shock. "What?" 


"Oh, you won't be able to melt those chains. They're made with 
special magic strong enough to handle your flames." Tibbles said, 
leering down at the girl. "You think | don't know who you are, Juniper 
the Demon Flame?" He then pulled out copies of wanted posters for 
both Juniper and Eda, making the witches realize they were in more 
trouble than they thought. "Yes, that's right. | knew all along it was 
you and your mother, the infamous Eda the Owl Lady. I've seen your 
wanted posters around here and | knew that you two would 
eventually come to my shack. | wonder how much the Emperor's 
Coven would pay me to hand you both over." The witches glared at 
him, trying to conceal the worry they were feeling. 


Back in the forest, the hunters were waiting for Tom to return and the 
former leader of the group walked up to Akkaitto. 


"Okay, mind telling me what exactly is this all about?" the hunter 
said. "That kid you just had Tom get rid of could've had a bounty 
bigger than what we could get with this house demon." 


"And you don't find it strange that the Emperor's Coven hadn't 
announced a bounty on him?" Akkaitto retorted. "It's because they 
know that kid is more dangerous than he's worth. While | wouldn't 
want to have Frank blood on my hands, | need to do what | must in 
order to protect the Isles." 


"I'm back!" Tom exclaimed as he walked over to the two. 


"Did you dispose of the Dragon Kid and his associates?" Akkaitto 
coldly asked. 


"Yeah, sent them down for a dip in the Boiling Sea." Tom answered 
proudly. "They tried to fight back and they nearly got me. But, you 
know, | handled it." 


"They're just children, Tom." The eye-patch-wearing hunter said ina 
flat tone. 


As a large shadow hovered over them, they all looked over the cliff 
and were shocked to see the kids they threw over were on top of a 
massive plant controlled by Willow's magic. Evan couldn't help but 
smile seeing they were okay, and he grinned feeling the chains were 
feeling looser. 


"We may be children," Hearing Willow's voice as a large shadow 
hovered over them, the hunters then looked over the cliff in shock as 
they saw the kids they tried to get rid of standing on the leaf of a 
large root accompanied by other roots, "but we're also witches and 
warlocks. Powerful ones." A thorny vine then lashed at and cut the 
ropes holding them. 


From this, Willow then begins attacking the demon hunters, Akkaitto 
and his eyepatch-wearing associate dodging one before the Vallake 
pulls out and uses his axe to cut through it before his associate pulls 


out his sword and uses it to zap the roots and destroy them, causing 
the teens to fall to the ground. 


"Enough of this!" Akkaitto yelled out as he walked over to the teens 
furiously. "You three and that Frank boy are not going to take away 
our bounty and..." Akkaitto stopped in front of the frightened teens 
as he then notices Ryuji wasn't with them. "Wait, where's the Frank?" 
Upon realizing it, he then turned back to the house and found the 
door hanging open, causing him to growl before he spoke out to his 
fellow hunters. "Bring that boy to me!" With that, three hunters then 
rushed over and charged through the doorway. 


"Attack Magic: Wind Dragon's Roar!" Almost in an instant, the three 
hunters were pushed right back outside to the ground by a blast of 
wind shaped like a dragon's head. 


[Ryuji] 


"And stay out!" | yelled as | walked out of the house with my Saisho 
in hand before jumping down to the ground. 


"Stay right where you are!" Akkaitto called out as | looked to see him 
holding my friends captive with the use of his axe, the blade sparking 
with white electricity. "One more step and these three are fried!" 


"Let them go." | sternly told him. 


"Not until you surrender." He said. "Drop the sword and I'll let your 
friends go." 


"| said, ‘let them go'." | repeated, not backing down. 


"You think you're in any position to give me orders? Look around 
you! Your friends are at my mercy and you are outnumbered! You 
have no chance in winning!" 


"You're wrong! Look, | don't what my father did to piss you off, but 
that's no excuse for you to act like this! You're a Vallake, you should 


be protecting and saving lives with courage and honor, not 
threatening them out of malice!" 


"Don't lecture me, child. What your father did was unforgiveable! And 
you are an addition to his crimes! As such, he needs to be 
punished!" 


"No, he doesn't! Seriously, what crime did he ever commit that would 
get a family of the Noble Three so mad at him?" 


"Doesn't matter. You won't live long enough to find out. Now drop 
your weapon!" 


"No. Listen here, bub! | don't care if you even have an army of 
hunters! I'm leaving here with my friends tonight!" With that, | then 
bought my Saisho to my face to where | could see my eyes reflected 
on the side of the blade. Taking a deep breath, | closed my eyes as | 
then placed two fingers on the bottom part of the blade. 


[No one's view] 


As Ryuji stood there with his fingers on the blade, the Saisho's guard 
slowly began to be enveloped in white light. After it did, Ryuji then 
slowly move his fingers up it, the light on the guard spreading onto 
the blade, following behind his fingers. While the hunters gave 
perplexed looks at what was happening, Luz, Willow, and Gus 
looked at Ryuji in surprise at what he was doing. After reaching the 
end and the blade was now shining white, Ryuji took his fingers off 
the blade, placing his hand to the side as he then brought the Saisho 
down to his side, the blade pointing upward. After opening his eyes 
with a look of determination, he then thrust his sword upward where 
it then gave off a blinding light that forced the hunters to shield their 
eyes. As this happens, the Saisho's guard and blade change shape. 
After a moment, the light disappears and everyone looks to find the 
sword had taken on its lance form as it did in Ryuji's witch's duel with 
Xander, the hunters were shocked by this while the three teens were 
left in awe. 


[Ryuji] 


"Yes! Finally!" | said as | held my Saisho in front of me, feeling proud 
of myself that | was able to get it to change form before | looked to 
Akkaitto with a smug smile. Reeling my lance back, | then focused 
my Plant Magic into it as | got ready to use an attack spell. "Attack 
Magic: Vine Whip!" With one thrust, | sent a vine right at the Vallake 
which then wrapped around his right arm, the one where he had the 
axe in his hand. 


"What?" Akkaitto said before | then pulled him away from my friends 
before swinging him around to knock down the other hunters and 
then tossing him into a tree, the Vallake hitting his gut before falling 
flat on his back, his axe beside him on its side as he tried to recover. 


"You guys okay?" | asked as | ran over to my friends who managed 
to pick themselves up, canceling my attack spell and returning my 
lance to normal. 


"Yes, we're fine. Thanks to you." Willow said with a smile. 
"Ryuji, you did it! You changed your sword!" Luz excitedly exclaimed. 


"Yeah and good timing too." | said. "Now let's get back to the house 
and get out of here!" With that, we all then ran over to the Owl 
House. 


"Hold it right there!" Hearing that shout, we all then turned to see 
Akkaitto who stood up with his axe in hand, the Vallake man glaring 
at me. "You may have gotten the drop on us with that little trick of 
yours, but you haven't won this battle." Hearing groaning, | then 
looked around to see the other demon hunters getting back up. "It'll 
take a lot more than a lance-style combat spell to take us down." 


"I know that." | told him with a confident smile. "Which is why I'm 
going to make sure you guys won't be able to follow us." 


"Really?" He asked me. "And how do you plan to do that with just a 
sword or a lance?" 


"Who says I'll just be using those types of weapons?" | told him. "If 
you hadn't already figured it out, my Saisho is able to become all 
types of weapons." 


With that, | then held out my Saisho in front of me with the spear 
pointed to the left. Focusing my magic into it, | then watched as the 
spear started glowing white before it then started to change shape. 
As the spear slowly became thinner and a bit shorter, a white light 
sprouted out from the bottom of the grip like a plant sprouting out of 
the ground. As it grew, it also morphed to resemble more of the 
spear on the other end. After both sides now glowing extensions that 
looked about two feet, they then curved back toward me to where 
they made an arc. After the bottoms sprouted some crest-like 
additions, from the ends of the points, two string-thin lights spouted 
out before colliding and combining into one. A moment after this, | 
then watched as the thin light lost its glow as it turned black from the 
middle. The same thing happened to the other parts of my weapon, 
the white light slipping away from the tips down to where they met 
the grip. With that, | looked at my Saisho as it had become a great 
battle bow with steel limbs with golden dips along with feathered 
wing-shape crests on both sides of the grip. 


"And, thanks to you, I've now figured out how to make it all those 
types." | said as | held my new bow. 


"Uh, is that a bow?" Tom asked as he and the other hunters looked 
in shock while | then turned the bow into vertical position. 


"And | know how to use it!" | said as | then switched to holding the 
grip with my left hand and pulling back on the string with my other, 
aiming towards the sky as | did. From pulling back the string, 
electricity surged around it and gathered around where | pulled the 
string before forming into an arrow made of light. "Attack Magic: 
Storm Shot... Lighting Storm!" With that, | then fired the arrow high 
into the air. Once it got above the hunters, the air then transformed 


into a ball of energy before almost instantly exploding into blasts of 
lightning that rained down upon the hunters. 


"Oh, crap." Akkaitto said right before the blasts landed and exploded 
amongst the group of demon hunters, electrocuting them. The 
electrocution lasted for a moment before stopping and all the hunters 
collapsed to the ground. 


With all of them knocked out, | then went on to use my bow to cut the 
restraints on the Owl House, using arrows of pure magic that formed 
every time | made a shot. Shooting at the ropes from the sides, my 
arrows cut the house free as the ropes then loosened up. Turning my 
Saisho back into a sword and putting it back on my back, | then 
turned to my friends who looked at me with awe. 


"Come on, guys! Let's get the Owl House back where it belongs!" | 
said as | held my hands out to them, giving them a smile. Returning 
my smile, my friends then rejoined hands and got ready to get to tell 
Hooty to go back. 


[No one's view] 


With the hunters who were now giving off smoke, the eyepatch 
hunter tried to pick himself up, managing to lift his head up to see the 
Owl House stand up before beginning to walk with one foot going 
down where he was. 


"Uh-oh." Was all he could say right before the foot stepped on him. 
He managed to pull his face out of the ground and watch as the Owl 
House walked away. 


"They're just children, Tom." Tom mocked, repeating what his former 
boss said earlier and earning a glare from him. 


"Clearly, we underestimated him." Akkaitto said as he got himself up 
and glared at where the house was going. "He may have escaped us 
now, but he won't be so lucky next time. | swear, no matter how long 
it takes, I'm going to get that boy and | won't stop until he's dealt with 


once and for all! Run all you like, Dragon Kid, but you're days are 
numbered." 


Back in the Night Market, Eda and Juniper were still in chains and 
King sat on the counter with an upset look on his face and his arms 
crossed while dressed in some sort of green sailor suit with a leash 
on his leg. 


"King, come on!" Juniper said to the little demon. "Help us out of 
these chains!" 


"King? Who's King?" King said as he crossed his arms and looked 
away in anger. "I go by ‘Little Bone Boy' now since Eda lost me to 
Tibbles." 


"See? This is what | was talking about!" Juniper angrily said as she 
looked at Eda. "You're too obsessed with Hexes Hold'em and it's 
causing more trouble for us." 


"| know and I'm sorry to both of you." Eda said to them with a look of 
shame. "You were right. | do | have a problem. My obsession with 
Hexes Hold'em has gotten out of hand, but I'm gonna get a better 
handle on it. From now on, I'm done with that stupid game." 


"You promise?" Juniper asked as she and King looked at her mother 
in Surprise. 


"| promise. In fact..." Eda answered before she then found one of 
her cards on the ground and stomped her foot on it. "Now let's get 
that elixir and get on home." This causes Juniper to smile before she 
then turned to King. 


"King, you heard her." 


"Okay, okay." King said with a chuckle as he managed to get his leg 
loose. "I'll grab the elixir and then we can bust out of here.” 


"You will do no such thing, Bone Boy!" Much to the trio's luck, Tibbles 
had come back from the back of his shop. "The Emperor's Coven is 
already on its way to send these witches here to the 
Conformatorium." He then helped up a clothes' hanger with another 
costume which looked like clothes from medieval times. "Plus, | just 
rustled up some more clothes for you to try on." 


"Just because | have a model's body, doesn't mean you can use me 
like this." King said while taking off and throwing down his green 
sailor hat. As the two demons were locked eye to eye, they were 
unaware paying to the ground shaking along with the sound of loud 
footsteps. 


"| can and | will, Bone Boy." Tibbles said in a dark ominous tone as 
he got up to the counter. "I've got the cards stacked against you. If 
you haven't noticed, | got just about everything for anything you 
could possibly throw at me." As she felt the footsteps getting closer, 
Juniper began to wonder what the heck was coming their way. 
"Nothing can stop me, nothing!" Just after he made that declaration, 
a large bird foot stepped onto his stand, leaving a large hole at the 
top and making a vial of elixir roll out. That bird foot belonged to the 
Owl House as it walked through the Night Market. 


"Sorry, mister!" Luz apologized as she waved from one of the 
windows while the walking house continued its way through the 
market, leaving Juniper laughing as she then stood back up on her 
feet. While Tibbles was distracted, King saw the elixir on the ground 
and seized the chance to help Eda and Juniper by sneaking away. 


"Wait, was that my house?" Eda said in realization. "And was that 
Luz and Ryuji?" 


"Eda, quick!" King said as he then managed to grab the elixir, 
uncorked it, and threw it over to her. Luckily, Eda was able to catch 
in her mouth and tilted her head up before gobbling down the 
contents. After finishing the last drop, she then spat it out and made 
it shatter on the ground before dealing with the restraints on both 
herself and her daughter, breaking them free from the chains. 


"Ha!" Eda proudly said as the feathers on her arm popped off. 


"No, no, no! My scam stand!" The pig demon said with an upset look 
before Juniper came up to him with a glare and a flame in her hand, 
Tibbles yelping out of fear. 


"Okay, enough games, buddy!" Juniper said in a threatening tone. 
"Either give us all the elixir you have or you burn with your stand!" 


"Okay, okay!" Tibbles said before running off to the back to get the 
supply of elixir. 


Moments later, Juniper was holding two crates full of elixir, the 
Clawthornes smiling proudly for managing to obtain what they were 
after and escaping the pig demon. 


"Pleasure doing business with you, Tibbles." Juniper said as she 
held the crates. "This should be enough elixir to get us through the 
two-week wait." 


"| don't understand." Tibbles said with a look of disbelief. "I had all 
the cards! My plan was flawless!" 


"Sorry, Tibbles, old boy." Eda said with a smirk as she picked up a 
few cards on the ground. "Looks like you forgot about the wild card." 
After flicking them into Tibbles' face, Eda, Juniper, and King then 
began making their way out while ignoring his ranting. 


"Curse you, witches! Curse you, Bone Boy! I'll have my revenge!" 
Tibbles angrily told them. "Tibblet-Tibblie Grimm Hammer the Third 
will have his revenge!" After that declaration, the stand then 
crumbled on top of him. 


[Ryuji] 


After a while, we all braced ourselves as the Owl House set itself 
down after finally coming to a stop. 


"Did we do it?" Luz said as we all let go of each other and | went 
over to the door. 


"Yep! We did it!" | said with a smile as | saw the house was back 
right where it belonged. "The Owl House is now right where it should 
be." | then looked over to see the moon finally set. "And just in time 
too." 


"Is the room spinning or is it just me?" Hooty chuckled a bit while 
looking a little worn out. "Ah, just a little house humor. Ooh." 


"Yeah, sorry about all that, Hooty." Luz said to him. 
"It's okay. I'm just glad | was included." The house demon told us. 


"Well, guys. Looks like we did pretty good for our first moonlight 
conjuring." | said as | then turned to my friends with a smile. "But 
also, thanks. Even though we also got killed and turned into the law, 
this night was pretty fun. Now let's clean this place up before my 
mom gets back." Hearing some clearing their throat, | lost my smile 
as | realized my luck had just ran out. "She's right behind me, isn't 
she?" With a nod from all three of them, | then turned around and 
saw my mom glaring down at me. "Mom!" 


"Ryuji, you are so busted!" Mom said as she marched at me, causing 
me to back away over to my friends. 


"Oh, boy..." Luz nervously said. 


"Mom, | can explain." | said as | raised my hands, hoping she could 
listen. 


"Save it, Ryuji!" Mom snapped, shutting me up as she got closer to 
us. "I told you to watch the house and keep an eye on Luz and Hooty 
and what did you do? You held a moonlight conjuring, even when | 
told you couldn't, and you animated our house, our house!" 


"| know and I'm sorry." | said with a look of shame before Luz spoke 
up. 


"Eda, wait!" Luz said as she got up in front of me. "I'm the one who 
caused all this. | told Willow and Gus they could come over even 
though you said they could. | made Ryuji do this even though it was 
wrong. If there's anyone you should be mad at, it's me." 


"No, don't punish them!" Willow said as she and Gus then got in front 
of both of us. "We're the ones who pushed Luz and Ryuji to do the 
conjuring." 


"Yeah, it wasn't their fault!" Gus exclaimed. "They were just being 
good friends and helping us have our first moonlight conjuring!" 


"Guys, what are you doing?" | said as me and Luz leaned over to 
them. 


"Yeah, you didn't have to do that." Luz added. 


"Yes, we did." Willow told us. "At least | did. After pushing you guys 
into doing what you didn't want to do, | know you don't deserve to be 
punished. You two were just trying to help after all." 


"Well, you're all guilty." Mom said as she walked past us. "So, as 
punishment, you'll be cleaning the house from top to bottom." Using 
a magic circle above us, she summoned and gave us cleaning 
equipment with Gus getting the broom, Luz being given the mop and 
bucket, me receiving my own bucket and the sponge, and Willow 
getting the spray with paper towels. "And you can also count this as 
punishment for getting into a fight." Hearing that, | then turned to 
Mom with surprise as she stopped at the couch. "I can tell, especially 
when you have your sword on ya." From there, | then realized that 
she was right and | still had my Saisho on my back. She then turned 
back to us. "One more thing, about that conjuring..." | and my friends 
all gulped nervously as we were afraid of what she was going to Say. 
"That was totally amazing!" We were all amazed to find that glare 
turned into a proud smile. 


"Wait, you're not about the conjuring?" | asked in disbelief. 


"Well, | am a little pissed considering you used my house for it, but 
I'm still impressed by this." Mom said to us, causing us to smile. "I 
mean, giving my house legs? | think you just gave me a way of 
keeping myself hidden. I'm so joining you for next year's conjuring. 
Now get to work." 


"So | take it that the late-night shopping was a success?" | said as 
me and my friends started cleaning, noticing my mom no longer had 
feathers all over her. 


"Does this answer your question?" Juniper proudly said as she came 
in with two crates full of elixir. "And, yeah, there's enough for both 
you and Mom for two weeks. I'll get one of these crates up to your 
room for ya." 


"Thanks, sis." | said to her as she then walked away and up the 
stairs before | then talked to Mom, putting the bucket down. "By the 
way, Mom, do we have any beef with the Vallakes?" My question 
surprised her before she looked at me with worry. 


"Who told you that?" She asked me. 

"No one. | found that out for myself." | explained to her. "I did getina 
fight last night, against some demon hunters. And they were being 
led by a guy named Akkaitto Vallake." 

"Akkaitto?" 

"You know him?" 

"Well, yeah. He actually was one of the first members of the Warriors 
Coven, not to mention one of the guys who helped your dad make 
the Warriors Track." 


"Wait, he was one of the first members of the Warriors Track?" 


"Yeah, something he was grateful for." 


"Well, is there any reason why he's so mad at Dad?" 


"Well, there are about two reasons, one of them being that he stole 
their portal to Hoshido.” 


"Wait, Dad stole the Vallakes' portal? Why?" 


"To make sure that they couldn't follow us there. Anyway, the big 
reason for them being pissed off at your dad is because... of, well, 
me." 


"What?" | was shocked by this. 


"You see, the Vallakes are pretty noble and great people, but that's 
only when there's stuff they can keep in check. They liked to keep 
things pure and clean. When your dad made the new track, his 
cousin family thought of him as something great, saying that he was 
going to be the hope for the Isles." 


"Okay, but what does that have to do with you?" 
"Well, it's actually because of what | am now." 


"Your curse." With saying this realization, my mom then nodded. "But 
didn't they understand that you couldn't control it?" 


"Yeah, but that wasn't the reason. You see, the Vallakes don't mind 
much of things and would be willing to help anyone who's in trouble 
as long as whatever they have doesn't drag others into it. After | was 
cursed, they actually told Axel to stay away from me, saying that 
being with me would actually hurt the Isles. Apparently, they put your 
dad on a pedestal that had no room for me and my curse. They even 
told me to stay away from him as they thought my curse would affect 
his bloodline powers." 


"Well, they weren't wrong. Your curse got passed on to me, Big Bro, 
and Juni. While Juni seems fine, me and Big Bro got the rough side 
of it. Ben was lucky he got control of his dragon form. But still this 


curse was still just as manageable as yours. There's no reason for 
them to be so mad." 


"That's just the thing. The Vallakes don't really care if my Curse was 
controlled or not. They just didn't want it to affect the bloodline. They 
tried their best to keep us apart, but your dad was just too stubborn 
to leave my side or let anyone break us apart." 


"Wait, so the Vallakes are mad at you and Dad just being in love?" 


"Basically, yeah. And they're especially mad because the two of us 
had kids who got my curse. They see it as my curse infecting the 
bloodline and turning anyone with that blood into something else, 
something so dangerous that not even the Isles can be able to 
handle." 


"So they consider me, Juni, and Big Bro as an act of taboo." 


"And they see you as nothing more than a monster which they can't 
let exist. Not really sure if they care if one of is a Fire Dragon or not, 
only that they wouldn't hesitate to kill you on the spot if they have the 
chance. Of course, because they want to keep their image, they'll try 
to get you into a situation where they can cover it up." 


"Yeah, found that out the hard way." | then gained a smile from 
remembering the results of encountering the hunters. "Though one 
good thing came out of this." Taking out my Saisho, | then 
transformed it from a sword to a lance, surprising my mom. 


"You figured out how to get it to transform." Mom gave me a proud 
smile. 


"Yeah, and..." | then transformed my weapon into a bow. "I got its 
bow form too." 


"That's great. Good job, kiddo." She pat me on the head. 


| then turned my Saisho back into a sword and put it on my back. 
"And to think, | wouldn't have figured it out if it weren't for the 
conjuring." With that, | then grabbed the bucket and went on to help 
my friends clean up the mess we made. 


[No one's view] 


"| can't believe they animated a whole house." King said as he came 
over to Eda as she sat down on the couch. 


"Yeah. You're right." Eda agreed before looking over to her son who 
was getting ready to scrub the floor with the sponge. "Ryuji, did you 
do this with them?" 


"No, | didn't perform the ritual with them." Ryuji told his mother. "Last 
time | did a moonlight conjuring, it was a disaster. Luz, Willow, and 
Gus did it without me. And without a focusing circle which is why the 
house got animated if | might add!" He looked toward Willow as he 
said that last part. 


"Sorry." Willow said, trying her best to smile. 


"But, yeah, these three did that on their own." Ryuji said. "Why do 
you ask?" 


"It's nothing, just that..." Eda said to him with a look of disbelief. "A 
conjuring like that takes some powerful magic. Even though it was 
unintentional, it would either need someone with the magic skill like 
you, me, your brother, or your sister or at least four more witches 
with those three, especially considering Luz is human with the only 
magic she knows being with glyphs on paper and you didn't use a 
focusing circle." 


[Ryuji] 


Hearing that, | was surprised to hear that. Luz, Willow, and Gus were 
actually able to do a conjuring which was at least master-level 
magic? Needless to say, | was just speechless. 


"Well, that's a real kick in the pants." | said as me and my friends 
looked at each other. "Guess that means we did the greatest 
conjuring of all time." 


"Yeah, we did." Luz said with a smile as she mopped the floor. 
"Makes me wish we got to show up Amity even more." 


"Yeah. Too bad no one will know of our daring adventures." Willow 
said as she used the spray and towels. 


"Eh, who cares?" | told them as | continued scrubbing. "Whether 
anyone knows or not, it was our adventure. One that we're defiantly 
going to remember, that's for sure." After | saw Willow smile, | then 
went on to tell them one thing | knew. "Besides, | think it might've 
hurt her ego pretty bad considering her own conjuring failed." 


"What makes you say that?" Gus asked me. 


"Because, considering how you and Willow didn't know about the 
focusing circle, I'm pretty sure she didn't know either." | explained. 
"Considering what level she's at, her, her posse, and Xander would 
need that circle to get it to work." 


[No one's view] 


At the Blight Manor, Amity's friends were currently all gathered 
around a small doll, most likely what they tried to animate. With the 
lit candles around them, the witches had looks of disappointment as 
the doll lay there motionless. 


They all stared at it in silence and confusion as Boscha spoke up. 


"Ugh! So what if we couldn't move a doll?" Boscha groaned out, 
breaking the silence. "Now we have time for what really matters." 
Boscha then used a spell circle to Summon a small scroll which she 
then grabbed. "Penstagram!" With her fellow witches doing the 
same, they all then started to look at them like how teenagers would 


look at their phones with either updating or checking out the latest 
tweets. 


"Well, that was a waste of time." Amity said as she and Xander sat at 
the edge of her window. 


"Not everyone gets the conjuring right, Amity." Xander told her. "At 
least no one saw us fail or we have to deal with seeing any other 
conjuring." Hearing a gasp of shock, the two look over to Boscha to 
see her shocked expression before walking over to her. 


Sitting down next to the three-eyed witch, Boscha then showed what 
was on her scroll, scrolling down through the latest updates which 
had pictures of what happened last night. The first was a photo 
posted by someone called Tin3Noz and it was a picture of the Owl 
House walking with a comment that said "OH MY TITAN HAVE YOU 
SEEN THIS?" with three surprise emojis. The second was another 
photo of the walking house posted by 4eyedPride with 
"#WALKINGHOUSE" underneath it. The third was a picture with a 
closer view of the front of the house with Luz, Ryuji, Willow, and Gus 
standing at the door while holding hands, the post being from 
BonezBorough_Bro with the comment saying "#AMIDREAMING?!" 
The last post was a clear picture of the four posted by Gutz-N-Gorey 
with the comment "Who are they?!" with a shocked emoji, a heart, 
and a 100 stamp next to it. 


"You have got to be kidding me." Xander said in disbelief as Amity 
and Boscha looked at each other in shock at seeing the people they 
mocked had managed to do a better conjuring than they did. 


"WHAT?!" The two witches said, their voices echoing to where they 
could be heard from outside and scaring away a flock of crows who 
cawed as they flew away. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Okay, well, that's one night me and my friends are never gonna 
forget. Mom told us that after seeing our conjuring last night, she 
decided to keep on letting me have combat practice and she would 
keep teaching Luz how to do magic. Of course, now I know that not 
only do | have the Emperor's Coven after me, but also one of the 
Noble Three families who wants to kill me and it happens to be the 
one l'm closely related to. Just when | thought I didn't already have 
enough to deal with in the Boiling Isles. Though, on the plus side, | 
now know how to transform my Saisho and now can use it as a 
sword, a lance, and a bow. Sure, more problems have now piled on 
me, but now I'm leveling up my game to take them head-on. | know 
there's gonna be some more bad times for me and Luz, but I can 
definitely tell that we'll also get some good times like this conjuring to 
balance it out. Can't wait to make some more memories here on the 
Isles. DK out! 


Author's Note: Hey, guys! | hope you all like the new chapter. Well, 
Luz and Ryuji sure had a crazy night, didn't they? And it looks like 
Ryuji has more enemies on the Isles than he thought, but the young 
hybrid is also getting stronger every moment. At least he haves his 
friends by his side to help him through the troubled times. How far 
will Ryuji go with his magic? How will his encounter with a member 
of the Vallake Family affect his journey? We'll all just have to wait 
and see. Also, Akkaitto Vallake is voiced by Christopher Robin 
Sabat. In the next chapter, while Eda, Juniper, and King are busy 
with a special task, Luz and Ryuji go to the library where they come 
to discover more about some certain rivals of theirs. That's all | got 
for now. Don't forget to leave a comment to tell me what you think of 
it. See you all in the next chapter! 


Chapter 7: Lost in Language 


Chapter 7: Lost in Language 


Another calm day at the Owl House. It had been a few days since 
me and Luz had that moonlight conjuring with Willow and Gus and 
we had managed to get our mess all cleaned up. Nothing was 
happening today, so we all decided to try and use the time to relax. 
Wasn't sure what Mom was doing, but the rest of us were doing our 
own things in the living room. Juniper was listening to music with an 
MP3 player and a pair of headphones as she read some manga, 
going through issue after issue. They weren't the same, but she 
didn't care as she was trying to have a good time. While she was 
doing that, me and Luz were enjoying some The Good Witch Azura, 
Luz reading out the scene from where Azura and Ludolf decided to 
team up with their rivals Hecate and Gonzalo. King was close by 
and, after a moment of trying to drown it out, soon joined in as this 
caught his interest. 


"Azura! Hecate began." Luz said as she read from the book. "The 
paths of you and | as well as the alphas of the two packs have 
crossed only in battle. But today, our paths have crossed for another 
reason.” She then spoke in a deep voice as she read the next lines. 
"Yes, for as of today,’ Gonzalo spoke out, 'we do not stand before 
you seeking foes, but allies." After this, Luz then closed the book 
and sighed in contentment. 


"Luz, mind not getting all swoony over there?" Juniper spoke up, 
taking off her headphones. "I'm trying to read here." 


"Sorry, | can't help it." Luz said to her. "Azura is so amazing. She's 
able to befriend anyone, even her biggest rival." 


"So can Ludolf." | added. "He's able to bring out great change in the 
world and others, even managing to get the very alpha who had 
been against for so long to become an ally." 


"Yeah, they're both amazing." Luz said. "I wish | had that kind of 
power." 


"And befriend who? Amity?" Juniper commented. "Good luck with 
that." 


"Luz, rivals are meant to be annihilated, not befriended." King added. 


"That's not completely true, King." | told him. "Rivals come in many 
different forms. They can be those who have differences or share 
something in common, like mutual respect or even a goal. It just 
matters in perspective." 


"Yeah, but this is real life." Juniper put in. "While it might seem you 
can befriend a rival, you can't expect someone to give you their 
friendship so easily." 


"Why not? You and King did for me." Luz said, causing Juniper to 
pause in reading and look at her. 


"That's because I'm not like people like that Blight chick." Juniper 
told her. "Unlike her, | know better and can see if someone is good or 
not. Amity is just a bitch who thinks too much of herself to actually 
care about anyone, so you ain't befriending her overnight. That's just 
a fact." 


"Yeah, but maybe we both have something in common with each 
other." Luz said to her. "I mean, Ryuji managed to find that with 
Xander and get him to open up. | bet | can do the same." 


"Somehow doubt it." My twin said with a bored expression. 


"Well, | think you may be surprised, sis." | said to Juniper. "You can't 
always judge a book by its cover. | mean, Willow was once friends 
with her, so maybe she's not such a bad person. Plus, Ruby and 
Weiss were much the same and they managed to become friends. | 
bet you anything that Luz will be able to do the same with Amity 
when given time." 


"I'll believe that when I see it." Juniper said as she then went back to 
reading her manga. 


"Hey, keep reading!" King said as his tail started wagging. "I've been 
sucked into your awful fandom.” 


"Okay." Luz said before she then continued reading out loud, much 
to the little demon's delight and my sister's displeasure. "Suddenly, 
the door swung open..." 


"Ding-dong-ding! Hoot! Hoot!" Hooty said as he, much to our 
surprise, swung the door right open. 


"Whoa! Freaky." | commented. 
"You can say that again." Juniper added. 


"The book has come to life! Burn it!" The little demon said, Luz 
ignoring him as she went out to check if anything was at the door. 


"What's out there?" | called out as Luz noticed something. 


"| think Eda got a package." Luz replied as she came to the living 
room with a little wicker basket with a small blanket covering 
whatever was inside it in her hands with Hooty closing the door. 


"Were you expecting something, Juni?" | asked my sister who used 
her magic to send her manga back to her room. 


"Not that | know of. We usually do deliveries, not get any." Juniper 
said as we all then stood up. "Come on, maybe Mom knows what it 
is." With that, the four of us headed into the kitchen. "Mom?" 


"Right here!" Mom replied as we saw her walk in through the back 
door. "What's going on?" 


"Well, we just found this out front." Juniper said as Luz carried the 
basket over and put it on the table which King climbed on. "Any 
ideas on what it is?" 


"Probably an offering.” Mom guessed with a smile. "Ah, being the 
most powerful witch in the Boiling Isles has its perks." 


"Define your view of 'perks'." | said with air quotes. 


"Let's see. Might be something good." King said with a napkin tied 
around his neck like a bib. As we all peered down, | then pulled down 
the blanket to find... a sleeping baby? Yeah, it was a baby with a tuff 
of blank hair on top of its head. 


"A baby?" Juniper asked in confusion. 


"Mm! Fresh meat." King excitedly said, causing him to get bonked in 
the head by Juniper. 


"Nu-uh! No way!" | said, raising my hands in defiance. "I'm not 
cooking any babies." 


"No, not eating that." Luz said as she walked away, not wanting to 
eat the child. 


"Same here. Witches eating babies is so 1693." Mom added. 


"Yeah, and humans wondered why people back in Salem were all 
paranoid." | said in a flat tone as | eyed the infant. "Though why 
would anyone leave their child with people who had been deemed 
criminals for?" 


"Oh, please don't let this be like one of those moments where 
someone leaves their child for us to take care of them." Juniper said 
as she pinched the bridge of her nose. 


"It better not be." Mom said, not wanting to do the task. 
"There's a note." King said as he tore off a tag on the basket's 


handle and read what was written on it out loud. "Take care of my 
child till the day after. Yi-Yi'?" 


"Nope. Not happening. Babies are awful." Eda said, earning looks 
from me and my sister. "Oh, not you two though. You guys and Ben 
were an exception." Juniper hummed while | crossed my arms as we 
were both having a hard time buying what she said. 


"You'll be handsomely rewarded. X-O-X-O-X-O-X, the Bat Queen." 
King said as he read more of the note. 


"Bat Queen?" Mom said as this got her attention before smiling upon 
seeing the three gold coins King pulled out from the basket. 
"Reward?" 


"Okay, now this just got a whole lot better." Juniper said with a smile 
of interest. 


"Wait, who's the Bat Queen?" | asked as Luz came back, just as 
Curious as me. 


"Just only the most wealthiest demon on the Boiling Isles itself." 
Juniper answered. "Anyone who gets in with her is set for life." 


"That's right." Mom added as she took a coin. "And we just need to 
keep this thing alive for a few hours and we get paid." She then 
flipped the coin in the air and caught it. "Pfft! Easy." 


"Uh, maybe we should call Dad for this." | said, Mom losing her smile 
as she looked at me. "Not that | don't doubt you, but maybe it would 
be easier if you two worked together. You are a duo, after all." 


"Yeah, plus | wonder at times how you even managed to raise me." 
Juniper added. 


"Oh, we don't need him. Besides, | think Axel already has enough 
trouble making sure no one expects Ryuji isn't at summer camp." 
Mom said as she regained her smile. "Plus, | still got 24 years worth 
of experience. Babysitting a child for a day will be easy." 


"Our greatest adventure yet!" Luz happily said. "Learning about love 
and life through a child's eyes." 


"Not you." Mom said to her, making Luz lose her smile. "You have to 
return the books | checked out from the library." She then used a 
spell circle to make big stacks of books appear and fall into Luz's 
arms. 


"Whoa! Whoa!" Luz said as she was about to lose her balance 
before | caught her and helped her regain her footing. "Thanks." 


"No problem." | told her before | then used my magic to take half the 
stack and put it in my own arms. "I'll come with and help you return 
Mom's books." 


"Wait, you're gonna leave too?" Juniper said with surprise as | used 
my magic to get my Saisho on me. 


"Well, yeah. | could use some fresh air. | always wanted to see what 
a library around here is like." | said before | then whispered in my 
sister's ear. "Plus, | can find some certain books we might be 
interested in." By seeing my wink, my sister caught on and smiled at 
the idea | had with it. 


"Oh, yeah. You go on ahead then." My twin said to me. "I'll stay here 
and help Mom with the baby." 


"Yeah, go on ahead and have fun." Mom said before she then 
whispered to King. "At least we don't have to worry about cutting the 
loot five ways now." 


"| heard that!" | snapped. "And, just for that, you can forget me 
buying apple blood when | make grocery runs!" 


"Eh, it'll be fine." Mom said as she waved me off. "Now, let's take a 
look at this little darling." 


Upon removing the blanket, the baby which looked like a human 
head with red eyes and bat wings and legs started screeching like 
crazy, being loud enough to shake the whole house. 


"Oh, that's loud!" Juniper commented as King fell onto his back. 


"On second thought maybe, we could use your help!" Mom yelled 
out as she covered her ears. 


"Well, we better get to the library! Got to go! Bye!" Luz said she 
made her way out the door with me following suit. 


"DK, wait!" Juniper said, making me stop and look back. "You're not 
gonna leave your dear mother and sister like this are you?" 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Well, she isn't wrong. It would be a little mean just to leave them with 
a crying baby like the one we were given. But, considering that Mom 
is cutting me and Luz out of a share of the payment Bat Queen 
promised, | can't miss the chance to get even with Mom. Besides, 
even l'm not really sure if | could help them with a kid like that. 


"Bye, sis, and good luck." | said with a smirk as | slowly closed the 
door. 


"What?" Juniper said with a look of horror. "No, no-no-no!" 


"Ryuji Kamui Frank, don't you dare..." Mom said right before | closed 
the door. 


"Phew! Dodged a bullet there." | said before | turned to see Luz 
giving me a look. "What? I'm sure they'll be fine. Come on, let's get 
down to the library." With that, the two of us then made our way 
toward Bonesborough. 


[No one's view] 


Back inside the Owl House, the baby continued to screech while Eda 
and Juniper kept their ears covered with looks of worry. 


"Okay, everything's fine!" Eda yelled out to her daughter. "We got 
this, right?" Just then, the baby flew out of the basket and into 
Juniper's face. 


"Aah!" Juniper cried out as she stumbled backward. 


[Ryuji] 


After getting to Bonesborough, me and Luz continued to carry the 
stacks of books as we made our way to the library. 


"Still can't believe my mom checked out this many books." | said as 
we kept walking. "I'm pretty sure most of these are overdue." 


"You sure Eda will be fine?" Luz asked with concern. 


"Yeah, I'm pretty sure. She somehow managed to raise Juni, so | 
think she'll do fine. Besides, I think we should focus on finding the 
library." | replied before noticing a familiar face who was carrying a 
book that was twice as big as her. "Hey! Excuse me!" | managed to 
get her attention as she turned around and put her book down to 
look at me. "Remember me? Did you get that book from the library?" 
She nodded in confirmation. "Great. Can you tell us where we can 
find it? Got a couple of books to return." With that, she then pointed 
forward, me and Luz turning and looking in awe to find the library 
which was quite an impressive and decent-sized building that looked 
like it could house thousands of books. "Sugoi." With that, I then 
gave the conspiracy theorist a grateful smile. "Thanks." With the 
midget taking her book and walking away, me and Luz then 
continued on toward the library. 


"So have any ideas why your mom's having us return these books 
for her?" Luz asked me as we walked to the front door. 


"Besides her reputation and considering she got this many books 
checked out, | would have to say she might have gotten her library 
card revoked." | told her as we reached the door which | then 
opened with my magic. 


"Whoa!" Luz said as we entered the library, amazed by seeing how 
much of a treasure trove of literature and knowledge it was with a 
vast number of bookcases with shelves full of books as far as the 
eye can see and having at least one other floor beside the ground 
floor. 


"Okay, I'm going to come back here after this." | said right before the 
books we had flew out of our hands and towards a warlock who 
stood behind a counter with a bored expression on his face as the 
books passed through a green spell circle above the counter. The 
word "LATE" appeared above the circle as it beeped and flashed red 
with each book that passed through it. 


"Late. Late. Late." The warlock said as three books from the two 
stacks passed through the circle. "Late." With the fourth one, he 
grabbed it and examined it as we walked over to him. "Stains of 
coffee, grass, and blood?" He then turned to me and Luz. "These are 
Eda's, aren't they?" 


"Yeah. Heh, that was a crazy night." Luz said with a nervous chuckle. 
"Yeah, we're sorry." | told him. "My mom can be a little messy." 

"| see. So you're the Dragon Kid everyone's been talking about." He 
said to me. "The fact anyone is her child is beyond my 
understanding." 

"Yeah, | guess it is quite shocking." | said. "I never once turned in a 


book | checked out late. Guess the late returns are part of the reason 
why she doesn't have a library card anymore?" 


"Yes as well as returning the books damaged and/or ruined." He said 
as he then summoned a long scroll and wrote on it with a quill. "I'll be 
putting these on your mother's tab." 


"Okay." | said before | then went on to ask him about what | wanted 
to find in the library. "Hey, I'm new here, so can you maybe help me 
find some books I've been looking for." 

"Do they happen to be ones that a certain little witch was looking 
for?" he asked me as he finished writing, the scroll rolling up before 
disappearing. 

"If you mean my twin, then yeah." | told him. 

"Dark Magic History. Second floor, west wing.” He told me. 

"Got it. Thanks." | told him with a grateful smile. 


"If you're looking to check out any books, you'll have to hurry." He 
told me. "We're closing early for the Wailing Star meteor shower." 


"Ooh! What's that?" Luz asked with interest. 
"I've read about it." | said as | explained. "It's this rare comet that flies 
by every few years. It's said to give off a sound that resembles a wail 
as it flies through the sky, hence the name." 


"Oh, that's cool." Luz said. 


"Yeah, hopefully, we'll get to see it tonight." | said before we then 
headed off to find the Dark Magic History section. 


As we headed to the west wing and tried to look for the stairs, we 
came across a filing cabinet containing multiple demons with a single 
red eye. 


"Demon Decimal System?" | read the sign beside the demons. 


"Bloop!" Hearing Luz, | watched as she fed one of the demons a 
gumdrop. Looking back over to the sign, | saw that it also said "Do 
not feed demons" and gained a look of shock. 


"Uh, Luz?" | said as | pointed to the sign and showed her it said to 
not feed the demons right before we looked at the demon she fed as 
it grunted with its mouth closed. "Oh, no." With that, the demon then 
spewed out a bunch of catalog cards at us. 


After that mess, we finally made it upstairs and looked through the 
different sections of bookcases, me checking the signs to try and find 
the right one. 


"Beast Ecology, Herbs and Potions... Ah! Here we are!" | said as | 
found the Dark Magic History section, which wasn't much with only a 
few shelves, but had enough books to fill them up. | then looked 
through the shelves and picked out the books | was looking for. 
"Okay, History of Curses, Curses for Beginners -Oh! And the Case 
Study of Dark Magic and Curses . Perfect!" 


"Wait, you're looking at curses?" Luz said, confused by what | was 
doing before it dawned on her. "You're looking for a way to cure Eda, 
aren't you?" 

"Yeah, why?" | replied. 

"Well, didn't she say it was fine as long as she takes her elixir?" 
"Yeah, but for how long?" 

"What do you mean? That's how it works for you." 

"Yeah, but only because I'm a different case." | explained. "While it's 
true that my curse came from my mom, the Dragon Blood | got from 


my dad might have changed it." 


"How so?" 


"Well, my big bro is one good example. Unlike me, he's able to 
control his dragon form and change to and from it at will. Me and 
Mom always lose control when turning into those beast forms and 
have to drink elixirs to make sure we don't become them." 


"But you were able to change back without having to drink more 
elixir." 


"That's only because of my Dragon Blood. It's the only reason how | 
can change back even by only having one elixir a day. My Mom 
doesn't have Dragon Blood, which means she might not have the 
same luck | do. Unlike mine, her curse is getting worse with each 
passing day, becoming harder and harder for her to control. There 
might even be a point where one elixir a day might not be enough. | 
know that this might be a long shot, but | need to take any chance | 
get and look to every possible way | can help her. | only just got her 
back in my life, | don't want to lose her." 


Luz then walked over and put a reassuring hand on my shoulder, 
getting me to look up at her smile. "I get it and don't worry. We'll 
make sure your mom gets cured, | promise." 


| then returned the smile. "Thanks, Luz." 
"Now, mind if we explore the library a bit?" 


"Not at all. Got the books | need, so it would be a waste not to check 
the place around. 


Walking around the library, we ended up finding it quite an amazing 
place. It was like the usual library, but with magic. There were many 
different subjects, most relating to all types of magic, the history of 
magic, and even great tales and legends here in the Boiling Isles. 
Upon getting to a railing, we were amazed as a row of books were 
magically traveling amongst the upper levels. 


"Whoa-Aah!" Luz said as she tried to take a book, only to be 
dragged off with it. "The books got me!" 


"Luz!" | said as | then quickly tucked the books | had in one arm 
before drawing my Saisho and managed to change it into a lance 
before using a Vine Whip to grab and pull Luz to safety, gently 
putting my friend down beside me. 


"Thanks, DK." Luz gave me a grateful smile. 


"No problem." | replied before we were shushed by the people sitting 
at a table down below. 


"Sorry." Me and Luz quietly said at the same time before making our 
way back downstairs. 


"You seem to be really getting a hang of the weapon 
transformations." Luz said with an impressed smile as | changed my 
Saisho back into a sword. 


"Yeah, though | guess | have my dad to thank for that." | told her as | 
put my weapon away. "Speaking of my Saisho, I've actually figured 
out what to call the spell | use to transform it." 


"Really?" 


"Yeah. | was thinking of calling it "Transformation Magic: Weapon 
Change’. What do you think?" 


"Sounds perfect." 


"Oh, | also had decided to give my Saisho's new forms different 
names. | know it's still the same weapon I'm using, but those 
different forms just make using it feel different, you know?" 


"Yeah, | guess. So did you figure out what to call them yet?" 


"Well, yeah. | decided to call its lance form 'Saisho Yari' and its bow 
form 'Saisho Yumi’. Decided to keep it simple by using the Japanese 
words for 'spear' and 'bow' at the end, plus it's rather fitting 
considering my Saisho is probably the first weapon to be other 
weapons.” 


"Yeah, you're right. And they sound so cool." 
"| just hope they sound as cool it a call out when | use the spell." 


After walking for a while, we soon came across the Reference 
Section and saw a group of people at a table using crystal balls. 
What they were depicting reminded me of how people used 
computers in a library with one person taking notes while watching a 
video on how to fly with a staff, one watching a video of a cat playing 
the piano, and one waiting for what he wanted to load with a classic 
internet loading screen shown in the ball which he tapped a bit from 
being impatient. 


"They even have crystal balls that act as computers?" Luz was 
surprised to see this. "This place is amazing." 


"Yeah, l'm definitely coming back here." | said, feeling just the same. 
"This is exactly what | thought a Boiling Isles library would be like." 


"What do you think you're doing?" Said a voice that sounded familiar. 


"We've been caught! Pretend to be a book." Luz said with a gasp of 
shock before putting her arms out while trying to shape herself 
between two bookcases. 


"Wait, doesn't that voice sound familiar?" | asked. 


"Yeah... it does." Luz said as she came out from her hiding stop 
before we heard some little kids laughing and followed it to a room 
within the library. 


Quietly walking in there and hiding behind a small bookcase, we 
poked our heads out and were surprised to find Amity sitting in front 
of a couple of kids. With her holding an open book in front of her, 
even | could tell that this was a children's reading like the libraries in 
the human realm usually have. Honestly, | was surprised as | didn't 
expect this, especially since the last time we saw her. 


"We're your friends and we wanna help.’ said the Tin Boy witha 
yelp." Amity said as she read the book with a smile, even doing facial 
expressions to act out what the characters were saying. "Otabin 
smiled and paced the floor. ‘I've never had real friends before." 


"No, frickin’, way." | whispered in disbelief. 
"Amity? Reading to kids?" Luz whispered, feeling the same. 


"Then we'll be your first.’ the Chicken Witch clucked. Otabin couldn't 
believe his luck. So Bookmaker Otabin, surrounded by friends, 
bound a book of friendship and that's the end." Amity said as she 
finished reading before closing the book, the kids around her giving 
her a round of applause as they clearly enjoyed the story that was 
read. 


"Amity seems so nice and smiley." Luz said in surprise. 


"Yeah, | didn't she would act so nice like this." | whispered with the 
same feeling. "Or at the very least, show this side of herself in public. 
Makes you wonder why she doesn't show this kindness to others like 
she's showing these kids." From there, | then turned back to Luz as 
she gasped excitedly. 


"If she's actually this nice and not actually cold," Luz said with a 
smile, "maybe | can befriend her, like Azura befriended her rival." 


"Uh, Luz? As much as | would like to see that happen, I'm afraid 
there might be a few problems with that theory." | said before looking 
back to see the kids leaving the room with a smiling Amity following 
behind. "Oh, she's coming this way!" With that, the two of us ducked 
for cover, Luz taking one of the books | had before opening it and 
putting it on her head. We tried our best to go unnoticed as Amity 
waved goodbye to the kids that were leaving. 


"Thank you so much!" 


"Goodbye!" 


"Goodbye, Ms. Amity. Thank you." Hearing that deep voice, | looked 
down to see a little red demon kid who looked like a certain prisoner 
warden me and Luz met as he hugged her legs. 


"Thank you, Braxus. See you next time." Amity said, patting Braxus 
on the head before the kid then ran off to join his friends. 


"Wow. Talk about not judging a book by its cover." | spoke up which 
spooked the witch spoke up spooking her as she turned and noticed 
us. "Hey, Amity." 


"Ugh! You two." Amity said, losing her smile and sounding very 
displeased to see us. 


"Amity... Whoop!" Luz said as she got up, catching the book that 
slipped off her head. "Reading to kids, wow. Looks like this sour 
lemon drop has a hidden sweet center." 


"It's for extra credit." The witch quickly replied. 


"Yeah, right. | saw that smile." | said, having a hard time believing 
that excuse. "You actually enjoyed that. "Didn't think you had a soft 
spot for kids." 


"Don't get the wrong idea." She bluntly said as she looked away. 


"Whoa! Hey! Don't get your stockings in a bunch. It was a 
compliment." | said, raising my hands before | then noticed the book 
in her hand. "I see you read them Otabin the Bookmaker . Good 
choice. My dad used to read that to me when | was little myself. 
Seeing how you read the story, | guess it was read to you as well?" 


"That's none of your concern." Amity turned her eyes to us but turned 
her head in surprise. "Curses?" Hearing that, | then realized she 
noticed the book in Luz's hands. 


"That's one of mine." | said as | took the back from Luz, earning a 
confused look from Amity. "It's for research. Need to know your 


curses if you want to stay safe." It looked like Amity was about to 
question me before she shrugged it off and went back to where she 
was reading, picking up books that were on the floor. 


"Hey, me and Ryuji could help with the kids. We could take turns 
reading." Luz said as we walked over to the witch girl. "You should 
see Ryuji do voices, he's so..." Luz was interrupted by Amity 
slamming the books she had on the table. 


"Human," Amity harshly said as she turned around to face us, "do 
you see me going to the Owl Shack and bugging you and the hybrid 
while you... fry up owls?" 


"What? Fry up owls?" | asked with a raised eyebrow. "You do realize 
not everything we do is owl-related, right?" 


"Okay, | don't really know what you do there, but my point is that | 
don't want either of you bugging me." Amity said with a scoff. "Every 
time either one of you comes near me, | get in trouble." 


"Whoa, hold up there." | said while pointing a finger at her. "What 
happened the first time we ran into each other is because you were 
too focused on your pride and tried to get Luz dissected. The other 
happened because of my aunt using you and Xander just to 
embarrass my mom. Xander was able to not let his stubbornness 
stop him from admitting his mistakes, why can't you? 


"You want me to admit? Fine! | admit it!" Amity told us. "All of that 
was my fault and you just happened to be there right when things 
went back for me! Happy now? Now just leave me alone!" 


"I'm sorry." Luz apologized before she then ran off. 


"Luz!" | called to her, but she was already gone. A little pissed off, | 
gave a growl before turning around to glare at Amity. "What the hell 
is wrong with you?" With that, | then ran after Luz, calming down as | 
managed to find and catch up to my friend. "Hey, Luz, you okay?" 


"Yeah, I'm fine." Luz said before she sighed with depression. "So 
much for befriending rivals." 


"You gonna let her get to you like that?" Said a voice as we looked 
ahead and saw a witch and warlock who looked about a few years 
older than us. 


They had Hexside uniforms that showed they were from the Illusion 
Track, only the warlock was wearing the boots of the uniform while 
the witch was wearing flat black shoes along with a pearl choker 
necklace. They looked like twins considering they had green hair and 
one mole under one eye. The witch's hair was long and tied into a 
bulky plaid, her mole was under her left eye, and was wearing round, 
gold piercings and the warlock had short hair and his mole was 
under his right eye. 


"Who are you two?" | asked as the two walked over to us. 
"Well-wishers on a mission." The warlock replied. 

"A noble quest." The witch added. 

"Watch this. Hey, Mittens!" The warlock called out. 


"Mittens?" | said before | heard a flinching grunt and looked over to 
see it was from... Amity? 


"Mom says stop forgetting your lunch." The warlock said as he held 
up a small bag shaped like a bunny that had a winking eye. 


"Wait, 'Mom'?" | said before | then realized it and looked at the two in 
shock. "No way. Are you two?" 


"Yep. We're Amity's older siblings." The witch answered. "I'm Emira 
and this is Edric." 


"And, yeah, we're twins." The warlock Edric added. 


"Wow. Didn't see that coming." | said as Amity stomped over to us. 


"Yeah, which is why we're telling her to stop being a jerk to her 
friends." Edric said as Amity took the bad from her brother. 


"These two are not my friends." Amity harshly said, making Luz look 
down sadly upon hearing that. 


"Okay, you know what? Screw it with trying to make peace with you." 
| said as | had enough of the Blight girl's attitude. "When Willow told 
me you were friends with her, | thought | could see how exactly you 
ditching her would get her to try so hard to prove herself to you. 
Honestly, unless you don't count that you're from some high-class 
family that lives on fenced-off private property, | find it hard to believe 
anyone wants to be your friend." Amity was taken aback by this a bit 
right before she then glared at me. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Okay, even I had to admit that was a bit harsh, but I didn't really care 
one bit about it at the time. Considering how she was treating us, | 
really just wanted to strike a nerve with her because that's what she 
deserves for being so rude. 


"Okay, okay. Let's calm down and don't make a scene." Emira said, 
putting a hand on both of our shoulders before taking her hands off 
and getting between me and Luz, put on hand on mine and her 
shoulders. "Besides, this does make a little sense these two aren't 
your friends. They both seem too cool for you anyways." 


"We are?" Luz said, surprised to hear this. 


"You can leave now! All of you." Amity said in annoyance before 
marching off, her older sister laugh a bit. 


"Yeah, don't mind us! We'll just leave ya here to your icy lonesome!" | 
retorted back before me and Luz then walked away with the Blight 


Twins. "Tachiōjō meinu." | cursed that in Japanese. Didn't bother to 
say that under my breath as | doubt she knew Japanese. 


[No one's view] 


As Amity walked back to where she was reading earlier, she scoffed 
repeating Ryuji's words. "Unless you don't count that you're from 
some high-class family that lives on fenced-off private property, | find 
it hard to believe anyone wants to be your friend.’ Heh!" Amity said 
with a scoff as she walked back to where she was reading earlier. 
"Who is he to talk to me like that? He doesn't know a thing about 
me." 


"Maybe he would if you acted differently. What you said back there 
was rather harsh." Said a voice, making Amity stop and turn around 
to see Xander leaning against the bookcase Ryuji and Luz were 
hiding behind, the young Duskerman reading a manga book in his 
hand. "It only stands to reason that the Dragon Kid would return 
those harsh words in kind." 


"How long have you been there?" Amity asked, trying not to show 
her surprise to find Xander standing there. 


"The whole time." Xander answered before looking up from the book 
to make eye contact with the witch girl. "So, 'Mittens', huh? Even | 
have to admit, that's kind of adorable." Hearing this, Amity growled in 
embarrassment while supporting the same blush as Xander then 
returned to his book. "Don't be so worked up. You wouldn't want to 
give those children the wrong impression when you see them again, 
now would you?" 


"Don't lecture me on how to do things." 
"I'm not. I'm only pointing out the facts, that's all." 


"Well, go point them out to someone that actually cares." 


The black-haired warlock only sighed as he then lowered the book 
from his face to look at Amity. "Amity, that attitude hasn't been 
working for you so far already, yet you persist on hanging onto it. 
Shoving others away won't help you in the long run. Also | think you 
owe the Dragon Kid and the human an apology." 


"Apology for what?" 


"For being so harsh when there really wasn't a reason for you to be 
as such. They were just trying to be nice, especially the human." 


"That human is more like an annoyance." 


"That's not what | saw from you." Xander then closed the book 
before putting the manga away on its shelf which happened to be the 
one he was next to. "You know the way you acted was wrong. The 
Dragon Kid's friend was only trying to do the right thing and make 
amends yet you keep pushing her away. Why is that?" 


"| can't show weakness." Wilhelm hummed at her response before 
he stood up stood straight. 


"Understandable. But deep down, we both know that's only fear and 
denial and living as such will only get you so far. | managed to get 
over that and admit my mistakes. If anything you should do the same 
before it becomes a regret." He then bowed his head before making 
his leave. "Farewell for now, Mittens." 


"Don't call me that!" Amity snapped with a blush before giving a sigh. 
As much as she didn't want to admit it, Xander's words greatly 
affected her and a bit of guilt that started out small slowly started to 


grow within her as she began to think on what she should in 
consideration to Luz and Ryuji. 


[Ryuji] 


After getting far enough away from where Amity was, me and Luz 
decided to talk with her siblings who seemed much nicer than she 
was. 


"Still can't believe you two are the older sibs of Ms. Cold and 
Humorless back there." | said to the twins. "In fact, | thought she was 
an older sibling if she had any siblings from the way she acts." 


"Yeah, we get that impression a lot." Edric said to us. "So | just 
noticed the ears on one of you. You two wouldn't happen to be the 
human and Dragon Kid we heard so much about?" 


"Yeah, that's us." Luz said with a smile. "I'm Luz and this is Ryuji." 


"Great to meet you both." Emira said as we all stopped with the twins 
turning to face us. "We heard how you two embarrassed her at the 
school and at the Covention last week. No wonder she hates you." 


"| know." Luz said. "But we didn't mean any of it. | thought we were 
as cool as cucumbers. But we're as sour as pickles" 


"Eh, that's her lost." | said as | pat her on the back. "Don't worry 
about it." 


"Your boyfriend's right." Emira said. "Mittens is like that with 
everybody." 


"I'm not her boyfriend. /He's not my boyfriend." Me and Luz quickly 
said at the same time, making Emira giggle. 


"You two are so adorable." Emira said to us, making me and Luz 
blush. 


"Got to say, it's great to finally meet an actual Frank." Edric said to 
me. "Especially one who took down Xander." 


"Yeah, and we're surprised he hasn't really talked bad about you." 
Emira added. 


"Really? What exactly does he say about me?" | asked. 


"Oh, nothing really. Just bits and pieces whenever someone asks." 
Emira told me. "Doesn't seem like he really hates you." 


"Well, he is my cousin after all. Plus, | do get a sense there's some 
mutual respect between us." 


"Well, at least you befriend your rival." Luz said with depression. 


"Hey, you'll be able to make friends with her." | said with a reassuring 
smile. "You just have to give her time to warm up to you." 


"Yeah, don't worry about Mittens. She's always been such a killjoy." 
Emira put in. "Me and Ed are way more fun." 


"Yeah, you should hang with us." Edric added. "Not every day you 
get to hang out with the son of Axel Frank." 


"Yeah, | heard my dad was pretty famous around the Boiling Isles." | 
said. 


"Pretty famous' doesn't even cut it." Edric told me. "The guy actually 
changed the Boiling Isles for the better. Everybody loves him." 


"Even though he's a criminal?" 


"Criminal or not, he still managed to do something no one could." 
Edric told me before him and Emira got behind me and gently 
pushed us into walking with them. 


“Come on and we'll show you a real good time." Emira put in. From 
this, we then followed them as they pulled pranks all over the library. 


First, Edric wiped off the 'Non' on the sign that showed the Fiction 
and Non-fiction sections of the library. After managing to do so, he 
then rejoined us as we hid and watched the scene unfold as a 
librarian giving a tour walked over. 


"And here we have our sections of fiction and..." The librarian said 
before he gasped upon seeing the sign. "Fiction?" the four of us 
laughed as the guy was baffled by this. 


Moments after this, we found the same librarian (recognized by his 
third eye) who seemed to be trying to calm himself by checking 
books to ensure they were on the proper shelves of each bookcase, 
the warlock using a ladder to reach the shelves he needed to check 
and holding a list. Close by was another librarian who was shelving 
books in the Fiction section from a cart he had, too indulged in a 
book she had to notice Emira taking the one book he shelved back 
on the cart and making him shelf and reshelf the same two books in 
the cart. After a moment of this, Edric and Emira then used their 
magic to switch the two librarians around, leaving the one by the cart 
trying to shelf a book on a full shelf and leaving the other shocked to 
find himself in the Fiction section. 


"What? Fiction?" The librarian said, confused by this. "But | could've 
sworn | was in the Non-Fiction section. Am | starting to lose it?" 


After having a little laugh, the four of us then ran off before the two 
noticed us. A while after, Edric and Emira took us to the Demon 
Decimal System filing case. 


"Okay, just stand right here." Edric said as he got me in front of the 
case of demons before going to stand beside it. "Now, you ready to 
see something funny?" 


"Yeah, but why do | have to stand here for?" | asked before Edric 
pulled out a book. "What are you doing with that book?" 


"Nothing, just this." Edric said right before he held up the book and 
blew on the cover, blowing dust right at the demons who began to 
gasp from it. 


"Oh, no. Aah!" | said with realization, right before the demons 
sneezed catalog cards and buried me in a pile. 


"Pretty funny, huh?" Edric said as | poked my head out of the pile 
while his twin and Luz giggled at this. 


"Okay, you got me good." | said, smiling at finding this prank 
amusing. "Just know I'm gonna get you back for this." 


"Hey!" Hearing that voice, the girls stopped laughing as we turned to 
see Amity standing behind us while accompanied by the librarian me 
and Luz met at the counter who glared at us, both of them having 
their arms crossed. 


"Wait, where's Gary?" He asked. 


"Coming!" Said the three-eyed librarian from before as he ran over 
and gasped at the sight before him. "Noo! Not the catalog cards! Will 
this torment never end?" As he began to sob, | gained a look of 
worry as the other librarian walked over to us. 


"Uh, heh-heh." | gave a nervous chuckle as the librarian stood over 
me. 


Moments later, the four of us found ourselves being pushed right out 
of the library by the same librarian who glared at us. 


"Hey, we were just having fun." | told him. 


"Pranking our staff and breaking them to tears is not fun." The 
librarian said. "Honestly, | had expected you to be better than both 
your mother and your sister, but | suppose that my hopes for any 
child of the Owl Lady showing good behavior. Good day to you." 
With that, he then slammed the door behind us. 


"Well, that's the first I've been kicked out of a library." | said as | 
dusted myself off. "Who put a stick up his ass?" 


"| know, right?" Edric said as we all shared a laugh. 


“Though it looks like Amity's even madder at me now." Luz spoke up 
after we stopped laughing. "I didn't think that was possible." 


"Oh, she's not mad. When Mittens gets mad, she looks like this." 
Edric said before he held his breath, making his face go red like he 
was angry for a brief moment before losing his hold to breathe and 
nearly falling over. "Whoa! | almost passed out." 


"You two are pretty fun." Emira said to us. 


"So are you guys." | said to them. "We haven't had fun like that ina 
while.” 


"Yeah, you guys are so cool!" Luz said to them. "I wish we could 
hang out more, but we better get on back home. There's a little 
situation over there and Ryuji's family might need our help." Crossing 
her arms, Emira exchanged a look with her brother, both of them 
nodding before she leaned over to us. 


"You know, we can hang out more if you want." Emira said to us. 
"We're coming back tonight. There's a certain book we forgot to 
check out." 


"Tonight? But the library's gonna be closed for the Wailing Star." | 
said before gasping in realization. "You two are planning on breaking 
in there!" 


"Well, yeah, but it'll be worthwhile." Edric said as he leaned in too. 
"Rumor has it that the Wailing Star's supposed to unlock some rare 
magical event." 

"Rare magical event?" | asked, what he said catching my interest. 


"Yeah, and it only happens here at the library. That's why they have it 
closed when it's around." Edric told us. "So, you in?" 


"Sure, I'm in." Luz said before she turned to me. "You wanna come, 
DK?" 


"Well... on one side, | could get into trouble, which almost seems to 
find me anywhere." | said as | thought about it. "But then again, the 


Wailing Star only appears every few years and it would be interesting 
to see what it does around her." With that, | then smiled as | knew 
my answer. "You know what? I'll bite. I'm in." 


"Great! Meet us back here at midnight. Don't forget!" Edric said as he 
waved us goodbye while he and his twin both left. 


"Bye!" Luz waved back before she squealed excitedly. "Ryuji, this is 
great! First, | befriend the siblings, then | befriend the Amity." 


"Well, that's one way of looking at it." | said as we then made our 
leave back to the Owl House. "Considering how they are with each 
other, maybe we'll mend the sibling bonds of the Blights and she'll 
finally open up more to the idea of being friends.” 


[No one's view] 


Unknown to the two as they walked away, Amity was close by and 
had been watching the whole time. Growling in frustration, her face 
turned just as red as Edric said it would when she got mad. 


"Settle down, Mittens." Xander said, popping out of nowhere. 
"There's no point in getting mad at them." 


"Yeah, | guess." Amity said as she calmed down, her face returning 
to normal. "And | thought I told you not to call me 'Mittens'." 


"Yes, | remember, but | believe that it would prove to help if | used 
such a nickname for you while we're in public together." Xander said 
before gaining a smirk. "Plus your reaction is sorta of adorable with 
how flustered you get over someone calling you that." With a growl 
of annoyance and a blush, Amity then marched off in a huff, the 
young Duskerman watching to do so. 


As Xander then took his leave, he was unaware that someone was 
watching him from the rooftop of the library, the mysterious figure 
smiling at him. 


"Good to see those two getting along." The figure said before he 
turned towards Ryuji and Luz. "Guess | was right about Ryuji and his 
human friend. They really are doing some good for Xander and his 


girl." 


Back at the Owl House, the bat baby was still crying and the 
remaining residents were still covering their ears. Juniper and King 
tied some pillows over their ears while Eda used her detached hands 
to block out the sound. 


"It's been hours! How can it keep screaming?" The little demon 
questioned in disbelief. "How did you and Axel ever put up with this? 
With any of your kids?" 


"Shut it, pip-squeak!" Juniper snapped at him. "Me and my bros 
weren't that bad." 


"She's not wrong. Besides, Axel helped me learn to be more patient 
and gentle with the kids." Eda spoke up. "Also, compared to Ben 
when he was a baby and this thing, Juni was more quiet. She barely 
cried at all, thank Titan." She muttered that last part. "As much as | 
hate this, we need to remember why we're doing this. Think about 
the money." After she reattached her hands and rubbed her fingers 
together, the baby's crying caused a few bottles to shatter and her 
framed wanted poster to crack. 


"No amount of snails is worth this torture!" King said as he fell down 
onto the floor. "Make it stop!" 


"Yeah, even | have to say that this is hell!" Juniper cried out. "Mom, 
do something!" 


"Uh! | can't believe I'm about to do this again." Eda said with a sigh 
of defeat before she picked up the bat baby and, upon doing so, it 
finally stopped crying as King reappeared from behind the couch. 
The young witch and little demon exchanged a look for a brief 
moment as they watched Eda sit down on the couch. "Okay, how did 


this go again? Oh, yeah." The Owl Lady then began to gently rock 
the baby while singing a lullaby. "Rock-a-bye, baby on the tree top. 
When the wind blows, the cradle will rock. When the bough breaks, 
the cradle will fall. And down will come baby, cradle and all." After the 
baby finally fell asleep, the trio then gave a sigh of relief as they were 
able to stop its crying. 


[Ryuji] 


As we walked back to the Owl House, me and Luz talked about our 
excitement for tonight as we would be spending time with Amity's 
older siblings which could help us get her to open up more. 


"Hey, guys! We're back!" | said as we entered the Owl House. 


"And we just had the best day! Cool teens like us!" Luz added as | 
used my magic to send the books | checked out. "Call us library 
books ‘cause they were checking us out." 


"Luz, you realize how weird that sounds, right?" | said before we 
then turned and saw my mom with Bat Queen's baby asleep in her 
arms, Causing us to smile. "And | see you two got a handle on 
things." 


"Aw! Eda, you look so motherly." Luz cooed at the sight. 


"Yeah, considering she hasn't been like that for a long time.” Juniper 
commented. 


"Say that again and | steal your tongue." Mom threatened my twin 
while Luz walked over. 


"Aw! How can you say that around this cute, little baby?" Luz said as 
she lightly poked the baby's cheek and, upon doing so, it gagged up 
another one which gagged up an even smaller one. 


"What the crap?" | said while Luz yelped and the three babies all 
flew up into the air, chirping away as they flew around the room. 


Before long, one of the babies started to breathe fire, shooting it at 
the couch and making all of us run for cover. 


"Okay, we better get an early start." | said as | passed Luz her bag 
and opened the door. 


"Yeah, parenting sure looks rewarding. Enjoy your life lessons! Bye!" 
Luz said as we went out the door and she closed it behind us, the 
two of us running as fast as we could to the library. 


[No one's view] 


After the two left, Eda, Juniper, and King stared on as they watched 
the babies fly around, throwing and breaking stuff from multiple 
shelves. 


"For the money?" Juniper questioned with a straight face. 


"For the money." Eda replied as they avoided some incoming spit. 


[Ryuji] 


After finally returning to the library, the sun was already set as we 
waited for Emira and Edric at the front door which had a big lock on 
it. 


"Okay, this better be worth it. 'Cause I just know Mom is gonna be 
pissed for leaving her back there like that." | said before | turned to 
Luz and saw her pacing around. "What are you doing?" 


"I'm trying to figure out how to be cool." Luz replied back. "Gotta be 
cool. Gotta be cool." She then set an elbow on a nearby pillar. 
"Cool? No." Removing her elbow from the pillar, she then leaned 
back with her foot and the top of her head on the pillar. "Cool." | 
smiled in amusement as she then quickly squat down with duck lips 
and a peace sign like a rapper before dropping her head a bit witha 
groan of depression. 


"Luz, you're trying too hard." | told her. 


"| know, but | just want to make a good impression." Luz told me as 
she lifted her head up to look at me. "I just don't want them to think 
I'm a weirdo like everyone back home." 


"Who cares what they think? You're just being you. Nothing wrong 
with that." 


Luz only sighed while shaking her head. "Not everyone thinks that 
way, Ryuji. This is the first time anyone else in the Boiling Isles 
wanted to hang out with me. You know, aside from Juni and King, 
and Eda-oh, yeah! Gus and Willow too." 


"Well, at least you're getting somewhere. Better than nowhere, 
right?" 


Luz only smiled at what | said. "Yeah. You're right." 


"Keep going!" Caught by surprise with Luz trying to jump to her feet 
only to slip and fall on her backside, we then looked to see Emira 
and Edric standing there at the pillar across from us. 


The twins were in more casual clothes with both twins dressed in 
matching outfits with burgundy tunics over their long-sleeved, gray 
shirts. The differences between them were that Emira had gray 
shorts with burgundy cuffs, and a green diamond at the center of her 
chest while Edric had gray pants, a black belt around his waist, and 
gray boots with burgundy cuffs. 


"This is fun to watch." Emira said with a smile. "Seriously, you two 
are so adorable." 


"Yeah, you sure you're not dating?" Edric questioned with a smirk. 


"No, we're not." | replied with a light blush, Luz being much the 
same. 


"Okay, if you say so." The male twin shrugged his shoulders as the 
two walked over to us with me helping Luz to her feet. "So, Luz, you 
ready to bring this whole, uh... whatever you're doing inside?" 


"Mm-hmm-mm-hmm!" Luz nodded her head with a happy smile 
before we all headed to the door. 


"Okay, so how do we get in?" | asked. "The librarians locked the 
door." 


"We came prepared." Edric said as he brought out a piece of paper 
with multiple keys placed together to form a symbol. 


"Whoa! A lock pick seal!" | said, impressed by this. "Nice." 


"Yeah. The sign may say 'no trespassing’, but we say 'go on in'." 
Edric said before he passed the seal to his sister. "Might be breaking 
rules, but then again, I'm allergic to the rules." 


"And dairy." Emira added as she took the seal, earning an unamused 
look from Edric. 


"Wow, okay. Just expose me." Edric said as his twin then placed the 
seal on the lock, the symbol glowing before it burned into glowing 
pieces of ash. 


"Wow!" Luz said with surprise as the ash transformed into a big key 
that then inserted itself into the lock and unlocked the door before 
disappearing. 


"Come on." Edric said as he opened the door and we all went inside, 
the building void of any people. 


"Okay, we're in. Now what?" | asked before Edric spoke up. 
"There! The Wailing Star!" Looking to the stained glass window he 


was pointing at, we all watched as we saw a green shooting star 
flying through the sky, a cry-like wail coming from it as it flew by. 


"Huh. So that's what it sounds like." | said as we then waited for the 
event the twins told us about. After the wailing faded away, we all 
gained looks of disappointment as nothing seemed to happen. 


"Hm, nothing happened." Edric said before Luz tapped me on the 
shoulder and pointed over behind us. 


"You sure about that?" | asked as we all then walked over to one of 
the bookcases which had books glowing in the same light as the 
Wailing Star. 


"Look at the books. They're all glowy." Luz said as she grabbed the 
nearest book she could find, the book titled Extinct Birds of the 
Boiling Isles . The moment she opened the book, we all watched in 
awe as a whole bunch of different birds popped out and flew around 
the place. 


"Whoa!" | said with a smile, taking off my hood before one of the 
birds landed on my head. "Now this is quite the magical event." 


"You can say that again." Edric added. "The Wailing Star magicked 
the books to life!" Luz then closed the book and we all watched as 
the birds that came from it disappeared. 


"Huh. | wonder..." | said as | looked for another book while Luz put 
the one she took back on the shelf. After searching for a while | 
found one titled Weird Ancient Creatures of The Human Realm . 
Figuring something cool would happen, | opened it up only to be met 
with a frickin’ T-Rex that roared at me before | quickly slammed it 
shut and put the book back where | found it. "Okay, never opening 
that one." Recomposing myself, | then smiled as | walked to the 
center of the room. "Looks like whatever is inside the books can only 
stay out as long as their book is open." 


"Hey, DK. What's going on with your hood?" Luz asked before | then 
pulled my hood a bit and saw that a green light was coming from it. 


"Huh? Oh." | said before | dug in and pulled out the comic book | had 
in there, said comic glowing like the books. "Forgot | still had this in 
there." 


"What is it?" Emira asked as she, Edric, and Luz came over. 


"It's my copy of RWBY Volume 4." | explained as | held the comic. 
"Sometimes | put something to read in my hood when | go out 
traveling. It's become sort of a habit." 


"Well, I'd say it's a good habit." Luz said as she then grabbed my 
arm and started jumping excitedly. "Open it! I've always wanted to 
meet Ruby in real life!" 


"Whoa, whoa, whoa! Slow your role there, Luz." | told her. "As much 
as | would love to meet the real Team RWBY, I'm afraid we can't 
open it." 


"Why not?" Luz asked me. 


"Because we're not sure how all this works." | explained. "As we just 
witnessed, apparently anything that these books detail instantly 
become real, so we need to be careful what we open. Sure, opening 
this comic would bring out Team RWBY, but it can possibly bring out 
the dangerous stuff in it. Like the Grimm." 


Luz then shivered in fear from hearing that. "Oh, yeah. Definitely 
don't want to deal with that." 


"Exactly." | said as | then placed the comic back in my hood. "So until 
we fully understand how all this works, we need to be careful about 
which books we open. We'll start with some safer subjects and see if 
we can work our way up from there." 


"Sounds like a plan." Emira said as she and her twin nodded. 


"Come on! Time to do some fun reading!" Edric added before we all 
then ran off. 


[No one's view] 


As they were running, the group was unaware of a small, orange 
claw that managed to sneak into Ryuji's hood and pull out the comic 
from it without his notice. Retracting over to the upper level, the claw 
held the comic book in front of a mysterious individual who then took 
it. 


"Huh. RWBY ." The figure said, sounding very pleased. "Now this is 
a good read. Dragon Kid's got some taste." 


[Ryuji] 


Traveling around the library, the four of us made a few stops to see 
what the magic placed on the books could do. First, we went over to 
the magazine stand where Edric grabbed one called Regal Couture 
and opened it up, him and his twin magically being given fancy 
clothing that-for some reason-was followed by a peacock flying out 
of the magazine. | picked out a magazine called Steampunk Monthly 
and instantly got myself a suit, a top hat, a pair of goggles, and a 
cane from opening it, the suit having an assortment of gears over it. 
Luz picked one called Witch Wares Weekly, resulting in her gaining a 
cool adventurer's outfit that came with a large sword strapped to her 
back. Unfortunately, the sword was too heavy for her and I had to 
catch her before she fell over. 


After we were done there and went back to our normal clothes, we 
moved on to the Graphic Novels section. We waited, but nothing 
popped out after Luz opened the book she picked. 


"Nothing happened." Luz said just as an actual word bubble 
appeared above her with the exact words she said in it, making all of 
us gasp in surprise. 


"Wow!" The twins said, their word bubble appearing before Luz 
closed the book and all of the bubbles popped with a "Thump" sound 
effect word bubble appearing beside her before instantly 
disappearing. 


"Now that's what | call comic." | said as we all shared a laugh at my 
joke. 


After that, we managed to find four volumes of a book series called 
Snowballs: A History, which had to be the weirdest subject to cover, 
even by Boiling Isles standards. After seeing that the books fired 
snowballs when opened, we decided to have a little snowball fight, 
all of us scattering with one own volume to use. Traveling on the 
bookcases, | watched the twins and Luz go at it with Edric on the 
move to try and ambush the girls only to get blasted and knocked 
down to the floor by Luz. Luz managed to get out of the way of his 
retaliation only to find Emira around the corner, my friend soon 
getting a face full of snowballs. As Emira laughed away, | quickly got 
above her before giving out a little whistle, making her look up before 
blasting and burying her in snowballs. Jumping down, | then dodged 
a blast from the other twin and retaliated with another blast while in 
midair. After landing, the two of us then blasted at each while 
laughing at how much fun we were having. 


After the snowball fight, we decided split up to explore more of the 
books in the library with the twins going with each other while me 
and Luz went on as our own group. 


"See ya, guys! If you find anything cool about the magic, come and 
show us!" | said as me and Luz waved to them. 


"You too! See ya!" Edric said as we then went off in our pairs in 
different directions. 


"Okay, this had got to be the most fun | ever had!" Luz said with a 
smile. 


"Yeah, same here. Emira and Edric are awesome!" | put in, feeling 
the same. "Hard to believe that those two are related to Amity." 


After walking for a while, me and Luz stopped and looked around 
and found ourselves in the Kid's Corner, the very room where we 
had run into Amity earlier. Looking over, | saw that the book Otabin 


the Bookmaker which Amity had read to the kids was sitting on the 
table. Walking over and picking it up, | opened it and watched as the 
little pink, long-eared creature with buck teeth and dressed in brown 
shorts appeared on the pages while holding onto a sewing needle 
with a string from a little green ball of yarn tied to it. | couldn't help 
but smile from seeing the main character of my favorite book from 
when | was little. Feeling a hand on my shoulder, | looked at Luz as 
she had the same smile | had. 


[No one's view] 


Back at the Owl House, Eda, Juniper, and King took cover 
underneath a table as they were unable to get the bat babies under 
control with one was flying around with a mace, another spilling a 
potion across the floor, and another hopping around in another set of 
Eda's boots. 


"Crap, we could really use Ryuji right now." Juniper said. "I bet he 
could get those babies to calm down." 


"Well, he isn't here right now, so we'll have to do it ourselves." Eda 
put in. "We need to stop them before they tear apart the house. Only 
question is how?" 


"What if we invent a TV network for ages six to eleven?" King 
suggested. 


"King, that's insane." Juniper told him. "There's no way we can make 
something that entertaining that these flying rugrats will like." 


"There's only one way out of this." Eda said as she reached into her 
hair before pulling out a switchblade. "The same thing | used to do 
for Juni when she was mad back when she was little." She then 
flipped out the blade, making her daughter and King gasp in shock. 


"Mom, you don't mean..." 


"Yep." Eda said before she then used her magic to bring out a plate 
of apples and cut them into slices and brought out the same 
children's book that was read at the library. "Feed them apple slices 
and give them a little story time." She then looked to Juniper. "Juni?" 


"On it." Juniper said as she then took the plate, came out of hiding, 
and used two fingers to whistle. After getting their attention, she then 
put the plate down as the babies gathered around and began eating 
them. "Okay, go ahead, Mom." 


"Thanks, Juni." Eda said as she came out of hiding and sat on the 
couch while Juniper sat in the chair by the couch. "All right, brats. 
Let's do this." The babies then turned to her as King then joined 
them and Eda opened the book. "Ugh! | can't believe I'm doing this 
again." After giving that groan, she then began to read from the 
book. "Otabin spend his days alone amongst the many books he'd 
sewn. With needle and thread..." 


[Ryuji] 


".. the pages he mend. But all the while he longed for a friend." Luz 
said as she read from the book which | gave to her so she could 
have a look. Seeing her smile, | knew she saw that this was a great 
book to read to children. 


"Friend?" Otabin said as he perked up upon hearing that word with 
me nodding to him in responce before we heard Edric's voice, 
making Luz close the book. 


"Luz, Ryuji!" Turning around, we watched as Edric and his twin came 
over to us. 


"Look what we discovered." Emira said as she held up what | 
recognized to be a children's book called Quacks Eats Snacks 
before opening it and making a cute, little duck appear on the pages 
before it flew off and down to the floor, the duck quacking away as it 
moved on the floor like it was a pond. 


"Aw! Cute, little quackster." Luz cooed as she found this to be 
absolutely adorable. 


"Okay, so what's up with the little duck?" | asked the twins. 


"Oh, it's not the duck. Watch this." Edric said before he took out a 
pencil and drew a pair of human legs under the picture. | was 
confused by this until | heard the duck panicking and looked over 
and was horrified to find that it now had hairy, human legs. 


"What the crap?" | said as me and Luz were shocked by this. "What 
did you do?" 


"Made the little guy extra cute." Emira said with a smile. "Turns out 
that we can add a few things to books that have pictures and make 
them better." She then laughed with her twin who then closed the 
book before she took the pencil and held it over to us. "Here, your 
turn." 


"What? No way!" | said before reaching into my hood. "I'm not gonna 
doodle on any of these books, especially not..." From feeling nothing 
in my hood, | became shocked to find my comic book gone. "Wait, 
where's my comic?" 


"Chill, chill. If you don't want to do it, then fine." Edric said as he then 
took the pencil back and held it to Luz. "Here, Luz." 


"Oh, | don't know." Luz said, not wanting to draw in the books. 


"Come on. Don't stop the fun." Edric urged her as he gave her a 
pencil. 


Luz then opened the book and held the pencil over the page with 
Otabin. | knew she was hesitant to draw any alterations to the 
pictures since she loved books and respected them just as much as 
me. 


"| can't do it." She said with a sigh and | smiled while feeling proud of 
her. 


"Here, let me help." Edric said as he then grabbed her hand and 
made her draw on Otabin. 


"Hey, wait..." | said as | was about to go over until Emira stopped me 
by putting hand on my shoulder. 


After Edric was done, | went over to see the picture of Otabin with 
thick eyebrows to make him look angry, a couple of fangs in his 
mouth, and razor-sharp claws. 


"Close it, close it, close it!" | said as something was about to come 
out. 


"| don't wanna see it." Luz said as she slammed the book shut. 


"Whatever. We didn't come here just to doodle." Emira said as she 
grabbed Luz's hand and her twin grabbed me by the wrist, the two 
dragging us out of the room. "Come on." 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Okay, now l'm rethinking my views on the Blight Twins. What they 
were doing before was fun, but they just vandalized a beloved 
children's book, one of which I loved as a kid. As of now, Emira and 
Edric are starting to be less cool than me and Luz thought. 


[No one's view] 


What the four didn't realize was that, from being grabbed and pulled 
away, Luz accidentally dropped the book where it opened with its 
pages to the floor. Shaking a bit, the book was then risen by a large 
claw that slowly appeared out of the pages followed by its owner 
who gave a deep, menacing growl. 


Outside the library, Amity and Xander stood there as they looked at 
the door which was unlocked and opened. 


"Of course, Em and Ed would break in here tonight." Xander said 
with a nonchalant look on his face. "No doubt from hearing those 
rumors relating to the Wailing Star." 


"And there's no doubt that human and her hybrid boyfriend are in 
there with them." Amity added. 


"Amity, | Know you called me because you knew the twins were up to 
no good, but | highly doubt that the Dragon Kid and the human in 
any way joined to do such mischief." 


"Of course they are. Why else would they even be in there?" 


"Because maybe they were interested in what the Wailing Star would 
do? They both do seem to have an interest in magic." 


"Whatever. Let's just go in there and stop them before they wreck the 
place." With that, Amity then walked inside. 


Xander then followed in behind her. "Right behind you, Mittens." 


"Stop calling me 'Mittens'!" Amity snapped. 


[Ryuji] 
After being dragged for a while, we all then stopped in one particular 
section of the library which actually surprised me. 


"Okay, here we are!" Emira said as we stood in front of the 
bookcase. 


"Oh, wow. Boiling Isles romance. That's totally lame." Luz said, 
making me raise an eyebrow in confusion. "I mean, unless you guys 
are into it? You into it, DK?" 


"Sometimes, depending on the mood and if | wanna take a break." | 
replied back before turning to the twins. "So what exactly are you 
two looking for in the Romance Section?" 


"Oh, nothing much, and we'll find it with this little book." Edric said 
before he pulled a book called The Lone Witch & Secret Room from 
its corner, causing a click and the bookcase to shift back and slid to 
the side. 


Upon this, me and Luz were amazed by the secret room hidden 
behind it. Clearly, someone had been using it since there didn't seem 
to be any dust around, not to mention the glowing decorations 
hanging from the ceiling, the pillows on the floor, and the candle 
resting on the desk with a wheeled chair pulled into it. 


"Wow... That's a good book." Luz said with surprise as we walked in. 
"Yeah, gotta say, this clubhouse of yours is like the perfect secret 
hideaway for us." | said as we looked around. "Makes me wanna 
make one for us back home." 

"Oh, this isn't ours." Emira said. 


"What do you mean?" | asked. 


"We don't hang out in the library." Edric said before doing an 
impression. "Uh, teacher, I'm in love with a dictionary'." 


“I'm studying the dork arts'." Emira added, doing the same. 


"Wait, if this isn't your hideout, then whose is it?" | asked with 
confusion. 


"Isn't it obvious?" Emira said. "This is Amity's secret hideaway." Upon 
hearing this, | got the feeling | wasn't liking where this was going. 
Seeing Luz's expression, | could tell she had the same feeling. 
"Yeah, we found out about it after following her and her boyfriend 
here." 


"Xander hangs out here too?" Luz said with surprise. 


"Wait, if this is Amity's secret place, then what are we doing here?" | 
asked. 


"To find something that can help us with our little sister." Edric said 
as he and Emira walked over to us. "You see, Mittens has gotten too 
full of herself." 


"Yeah, she keeps tattling on us when we try to have fun." Emira 
added. "She needs to learn to lighten up and not mess with people 
like that." 


"Okay, so why are we here then?" | asked. 


"Because this is where she keeps her diary." Emira answered. 
"We're going to find it." 


"And then post the pages she wrote in all around school for 
everyone to see." Edric put in before he and Emira then laughed. 


"Say what now?" | asked with shock. 


"Yeah, isn't that taking it a bit too far?" Luz put in. as Emira puta 
hand on her shoulder. 


"It's called tough love." Emira said as she put a hand on Luz's 
shoulder. "See, we're her family and we know what's best for her." As 
they walked off to look around, Luz shuffled over to me with worry. 


"Ryuji, we can't let them do this!" Luz whispered into my ear. 


"Yeah, Amity might be mean, but she doesn't deserve this." | 
whispered back, making sure the twins didn't take notice of us. "Let's 
find the diary before they do and get the hell out of here." 


"Right. We just have to..." Luz said before she then noticed 
something caught her eye. "Wait, are those..." Following her gaze, | 
gasped from seeing a shelf labeled "My Favorite Books" full of books 


one series | didn't expect to find here. " The Good Witch Azura 
Books One through Four!" After she squealed that out in excitement, 
we both ran over to the shelf as we couldn't believe what we were 
seeing. "You get these on the Boiling Isles?" 


"Yeah, this is amazing." | said before noticing nine other books by 
the third volume and was shocked as | recognized what series they 
were. "Wait, she read Black Clover too? Looks like we have more in 
common with Amity." | said before | noticed one book smaller than 
the others and pulled it out to find the cover bearing the drawing ofa 
witch that was dressed like Azura. "A hand-drawn cover?" | gasped 
in surprise at this. "Does she write Azura fanfics?" Without giving it a 
second thought, | opened the book and soon a mini Amity appeared 
on the pages. 


"| saw that human girl again and her hybrid boyfriend." The mini 
Amity said with an emotionless expression. "I tried to get them to 
leave me alone and then that hybrid snapped at me. After they left, | 
bumped into Xander and he told me what | did was wrong. | think he 
might be right. | may have overreacted. | don't wanna come off as 
cruel, | just can't show weakness." 


"Oh, no." | said as | quickly closed the book with eyes widened in 
realization. "This isn't a fanfic! It's Amity's diary!" 


"DK, we need to get out of here." Luz whispered to me. 

"What ya got there?" Turning around upon hearing Edric's voice and 
seeing him and Emira walk over to us, | hid the diary behind my 
back. 

"Oh, nothing." | replied. 


"Yeah, just Book 5 of The Good Witch Azura where she goes 
through her Goth phase." Luz quickly added before Emira used her 
magic to take the book out of my hands. "No, wait!" 


"Stop! Don't look at it!" | called out, but the twins wouldn't listen and 
opened it up to reveal a mini Amity of another entry. 


"It's not fair. I'm the only one who knows Ed and Em aren't perfect." 
The little witch said. "Why do they keep getting away with things?" 


"This is it." The twins said with pleased smiles before they then 
turned to us with surprise. 


"Luz, Ryuji, were you hiding this from us?" Emira said to us. 


"Yeah, why would you do that?" Edric added. "You see how she 
treats people, how she treats you." 


"Yeah, and your solution to it is by revealing all her embarrassing 
secrets?" | retorted bitterly. "That's just low." 


"Ryuji's right. | know Amity can be kind of cold, but no one deserves 
this." Luz spoke up. "These are private thoughts. We should just put 
it back and leave." Luz then attempted to grab it from Edric, but he 
refused to let go, causing me and Emira to join in on the little tug of 
war with me grabbing onto Luz and Emira grabbing her twin. 

"Edric, let go of the diary!" | said with a grunt as | pulled. 

"No, she needs this!" Edric grunted. 

"No, she doesn't!" Luz put in. 

"Yes, she does! It's for her own good!" Emira argued. 


"Her own good’, my ass!" | said as me and Luz kept pulling until we 
managed to get it out of Edric's hands. 


"| wish | had somewhere to go." A mini Amity said as we then looked 
to see that a couple of pages that looked to be glued in fell out onto 
the floor, a mini Amity appearing and speaking out each entry. 


"Why won't the human and the hybrid leave me alone?" 


"Why does Xander like that son of a reject?" 

"Called my teacher mom again." 

"Today, | somehow made a new friend." 

"How is this manga so good?" 

"Sorry, | haven't written for a while. Wait, why am | apologizing?" 


"Oh, crap!" | said before we then scrambled to pick up the pages. 
Just when we got them all... 


"Really?!" Turning to the entrance, me and Luz were shocked to see 
Amity glaring down at us with her face all red while accompanied by 
a shocked Xander. 


"Amity, it's not what it looks like!" Luz said before Amity turned to her 
twin siblings as they held back their laughter. 


"You two are the worst!" She exclaimed before taking her diary and 
the lost pages of it from us. "But you two... I've been trying to figure 
out what your deal is. Are-are you posers? Nerds? But now | know. 
You're both just bullies." 


"Mittens, wait!" Xander called out to her, the witch ignoring him as 
she continued to run off. 


"Amity!" Luz tried to call her out but she wouldn't listen and ran off 
while both her siblings were laughing at her misfortune, the laughter 
Causing me to clench my fist and glare at them. 


"Mittens killed the fun." Emira said as she and Edric walked out of 
the room. 


"Again." Edric added before Xander turned and angrily growled at 
them. With that, he then took out his lance, the spear extending out 
and glowing purple as he raises it and his spirit minion appears from 
the tip. 


"Ow!" The twins said after the spirit made them bonk heads. 


"What was that for, Xander?" Edric asked as he and his twin glared 
at the Duskerman, the spirit vanishing as the lance stopped glowing. 


"For mistreating Amity!" Xander snapped. "What | just witnessed is 
crossing the line!" 


"Xander's right." | said as | walked over. "That's your little sister! 
Don't you at least feel a little bad about what you did?" 


"Eh, don't worry about. It's fine." Edric waved it off. 
"Yeah, she'll be over it." Emira added. 


"Uh, no, she won't." | told them as Luz walked over to me. "Taking it 
from the guy who's got an older sibling that she will never get over it. 
What you did there really hurt her feelings. | thought you guys were 
cool like my big bro, but turns out that you're nothing but a pair of 
jerks. My big bro might tease me, but he would never embarrass me 
like that! You two should be ashamed!" 


"Yeah, well thanks for the lecture, but we're gonna go and goblin- 
tipping." Emira said as she and her twin made their leave. "See you 
and the human cutie around, DK." 


"Come on. If you want to apologize to Amity, you better follow me." 
Xander said as he then put his lance away before me and Luz 
walked with him in the opposite direction of the twins. 

[No one's view] 


"You don't actually think we went too far, do you?" Edric asked as he 
walked with his sister. 


"No, not at all." Emira said as she shook her head. "Remember, she 
needed to be taught a lesson and given some tough love." 


"Oh, really?" Said a voice, causing the twins to freeze with shock 
before two big orange claws appeared and grabbed them by the 
heads. "Do tell." The twins then screamed as they were carried 
away. 


[Ryuji] 


As we walked with Xander and looked for Amity, me and Luz tried 
our best to apologize to him for what happened, the Duskerman 
seeming to be quite disappointed. 


"Honestly, Ryuji, what were you thinking going along with this?" 
Xander sternly said to me. "I understand why that human would go 
along with this, but | know you're smarter than that. Out of anyone, 
you should've known what they were planning." 


"| know, | Know." | told him with a look of shame. "But the way they 
acted was like my big bro back home. | only just thought that they 
were just trying to do a little harmless fun." 


"Yeah, which gets them in trouble." Xander said to me, speaking with 
anger. "Emira and Edric have never gotten in trouble or scolded for 
what they did. Their parents only care about them being good in 
school. They behave when in class and not cutting it, but nowhere 
else. | should know because I've had to put up with it for the last few 
years." 


"Wow. So you mean those two always give Amity a hard time?" 


"More than you think. Which is why Amity is so crossed with you right 
now." Xander then took a deep breath before speaking more calmly. 
"Look, I'll try my best and see if Amity will give you another chance. 
She won't be very open to the idea of you being friends, but | expect 
she'll keep it in mind." 


| was surprised by what he said. "Wait, you want me and Luz to be 
friends with Amity? Why?" 


"Because, despite me giving her support for years, you and the 
human seem to be capable of getting Amity to be more open with 
others than | do." 


Luz gave a gasp of surprise as she smiled at Xander. "Wow! Thanks, 
Xander! | bet Amity thinks you're an awesome boyfriend!" 


"| wouldn't say that." Xander told her. "More of 'good friend’ than 
‘awesome boyfriend'." 


"What?" | said, confused by what he said. "What are you talking 
about?" 


Stopping with him, Xander then gave a sigh before he then spoke to 
us. "Amity and | aren't actually... dating." 


"Whaaat?" Luz said as we were both shocked by this. 
"But Boscha said that you were..." 


"That's just what we want people to think." Xander told us. "The truth 
is that we're in an arranged marriage." 


"Arranged marriage?" Me and Luz said, becoming more shocked. 
"How'd you end up in that?" | asked him. 


"Because it's always supposed to be like that." Xander explained. 
"You see, my family prides itself on strength. As such, we only 
accept those who possess great strength to be a part of it. This is so 
that there will always be promising Duskerman witches and warlocks 
to continue the bloodline. It's been like this for centuries. | am a 
result of such a thing." 


"You mean, your parents were made to get married?" Luz asked. 


"Yes. After she joined the Emperor's Coven, my relatives initially 
sought her out and made the arrangement with the Clawthornes." 


"And did your parents do the same with Amity's folks?" 


"Actually, it was her parents that made the arrangement." Xander 
answered my question. "When they found out about me, Amity's 
parents took the chance in order to bring our families together. 
Everyone knows this detail of my family and many consider it a great 
honor to be a part of a bloodline of one of the Noble Three." 


"So just they just went ahead and just told Lilith and your dad about 
their idea?" 


"It's a rare occasion for the heads of a family to be so bold on this 
subject and offer a family member as a spouse. They offered Amity 
as my spouse and, after seeing her prove herself, my parents 
agreed to it. It was announced not soon after. Ever since then, 
everyone sees us as a couple. It's an image we try to keep.” 


"Wait, you're pretending to date? How long have you been doing 
this?" 


"Three years." 
"Three years? You've been pretending to be dating for three years?" 
"Correct." 


"But this arranged marriage isn't what you want, is it? Either you or 
Amity?" 


"No." Xander admitted. "In fact, we wish we weren't in such a thing." 
"Then why pretend you're okay with this?" 

"Because it's the only way we can spend time with each other. My 
family expects us to cooperate and dating is the only thing that 


makes them think that we are cooperating. If we don't show this, 
they'll probably terminate the arrangement." 


"But why do you even care? You still have chances to talk with each 
other in Hexside and you said you're both not okay with being forced 
to get married like that." 


"Ryuji's right." Luz spoke up. "If none of this is what you want, why 
would you put up with it?" 


"Because it's the only reason | can be able to spend time with her." 
Xander said. 


"What do you mean?" Luz asked. 


"If my family terminates the arrangement, they won't allow me to see 
her again." Xander answered. "No cooperation towards such things 
isn't tolerated in my family. When they say they want someone to be 
a part of it, they either do as they say or be cast aside. My father 
would not even allow me to even speak to Amity and be more 
focused on the new spouse the family chose for me." 


"And you don't want that because Amity is the only person you want 
to spend time with." | said as | realized it. 


"Yes." Xander admitted. 
"You guys must be really close, huh?" Luz said with a smile. 


"We are. Though there was a time when we weren't." Xander said 
before he gave us a tale from his past. "Before this whole 
arrangement, we didn't exactly get along. The two of us were quite 
talented in magic and always tried to best each other. " 


"Let me guess: you two treated each other like rivals?" | asked. 


"Yes, bitter ones at that." Xander answered. "It got worse when we 
started Hexside around the same time and shared an Abomination 
Track class, and students. While it was only this one class, the two of 
us always tried to best each other in using abominations as we both 
aimed to be top. This often led to us getting on each other's nerves, 


arguing, and even using abominations against each other. We 
practically hated each other." 


"And things between you two weren't better when your parents told 
you about the arranged marriage, huh?" 


"Not at the very least. In fact, we despised the idea of us being 
husband and wife or even her being the mother of my own children." 


"But you don't seem to act like that now." Luz put in. 


"Yeah, you two seem like two peas in a pod." | added. "How did you 
go from being at each other's throats to hanging out?" 


"Well, it actually started here in this library." Xander told us. "It was 
about a few weeks after we were told about the engagement. Amity 
and | were forced into spending time with each other which only 
resulted in us arguing even more with each other. One day, | came to 
the library to read some of my manga." 


"You read manga too? Wait..." | said just as | then remembered the 
manga books from before. "That manga in Amity's hideout... those 
are yours, aren't they?" 


"Yes, they are." Xander told me. "I may not seem like it, but | do have 
quite a liking for manga. My father considers it a distraction and 
doesn't want me to have any. | can't keep the ones | have as my 
father does pay a visit to my mother and always inspects me to 
ensure | don't have any. As such, the only place | can even enjoy 
them in peace is here in this library." 


"Okay, this proves we are related." | said, smiling happily to find 
something in common with my cousin. "I'm guessing Black Clover is 
your favorite manga, huh?" 


"Of course." 


"You know, | noticed that you only have Black Clover Volumes One 
through Nine." 


"Yes, that's true." 


"Well, | just happen to have Volume Ten. If you want, | can lend it to 
you so you can see what's next." 


Xander was surprised by this. "Really?" 


"Of course, you're my cousin. Plus, I'm always willing to help a fellow 
manga fan." 


"Uh, guys?" Luz spoke up. "As much as | love this tender family 
moment, | would really like to hear the rest of that story." 


"Yes, | suppose | should explain what had changed between me and 
Amity." Xander said before he continued where he left off. "Anyway, 
while looking for a place to read, | happened to come across Amity. 
She was acting pretty suspicious, trying to sneak around without 
anyone's notice. Becoming curious, | decided to follow her and it 
wasn't long until | found her in her own secret hideaway in the library. 
She tried to get me to leave, but | managed to get her to at least 
have a talk with her. It was because of this talk that | found out that | 
wasn't the only one who was doing their reading in secret. For Amity, 
it was with this whole series about a witch going on adventures." 


" The Good Witch Azura ." | said as | realized it. 


"Yes. She's quite the fan of it." Xander continued. "I asked her why 
she had such interest in that series for barely anyone reads that. She 
told me that she actually liked the story and found some sort of 
connection with Azura. She said that reading one of those books 
actually brought joy to her life. She read in secret to avoid being 
mocked by other students and the eyes of her parents who think of it 
as a waste of time." 


"Wow, that is harsh." 


"Indeed. | actually felt sorry for her. Before that day, | didn't think 
there would be any way for us to get along, that we had nothing in 
common to have us do so. It turned out | was wrong and that we did 
have some in common. There was something that she liked and she 
was afraid that nobody would accept it. She hid it all just so she 
could be herself. In a way, she was like me. Much like how | hada 
passion for manga, she had a passion for The Good Witch Azura . 
Not sure why, but | just couldn't let her be alone like that. You know, 
when | found out, Amity only had three books of the series. | brought 
her the fourth as a peace offering." Xander then gave a little chuckle. 
"You should've seen the look on her face when | brought her that 
book." 


"Awww! That's so sweet!" Luz cooed, causing Xander to lose his 
smile. "Looks like Amity isn't the only sour lemon drop with a hidden 
sweet center." Rubbing his arm with an awkward groan, Xander 
turned his eyes away with a blush. 


"And I'm guessing you made progress in getting Amity to open up to 
you, huh?" | said, Xander regaining his smile as he looked at me. 


"Yeah. | told her my secret and showed her that | knew how it felt to 
be like her, to be someone who wants to be their true self and be 
afraid not to be accepted for it." He said. "From there, we started 
talking to each other and learned more about each other. She even 
got me to see what The Good Witch Azura was about and how great 
it was and | showed her the world of manga. We actually found 
comfort in each other's company in a way that didn't make us feel 
like we were alone." 


"She's the only friend you have, isn't she?" This question got a nod 
from my cousin who lost his smile. 


"Wait, you don't have any friends?" Luz asked in disbelief. 


"My father didn't let me interact much with other children unless they 
were those brought by those who he was talking with." Xander told 


her. "I didn't try to be so social because | was too afraid of what my 
father would think of anyone | chose to hang out with." 


"So Amity's the only person you've met you could connect with." | 
said to him. "And the arranged marriage is what allows you to hang 
out with her without any problems." 


"And I'm guessing Amity thinks of you as her only true friend too, 
huh?" Luz added, Xander nodding in confirmation. 


"Xander, we totally get it." | told him as me and Luz smiled at him. 
"Amity's the best friend you ever had and you don't want to lose her. 
| can't imagine my own life without Luz." 


"And I can't imagine what my life would be like if | didn't meet Ryuji." 
Luz added. "It is pretty hard and scary when you have something 
good with no one to share it with. But, when you find someone who 
accepts the real you, you find out you're not as alone as you 
thought." 


"And it's the greatest feeling you ever had, right?" 
"Yeah, it is." Xander said as he regained his smile. 


"You know, this is actually the first time I've ever seen you smile." 
Luz said. 


"Don't get used to it." Xander told her as he lost it, making me laugh. 
"Let's just find Amity and get the mess sorted out." 


"Hey, there she is!" | said after we turned walking into between two 
bookcases, pointing towards the witch who sat there with an upset 
look on her face. 


"Mittens!" Xander said as we all then ran over to her, getting her to 
look at us. 


"Go away, Xander." Amity said to him as she turned away. "I want to 
be alone." 


"Not before you have a talk with Ryuji and Luz." Xander said, me 
and my friend smiling at him using our names. 


"Tell them | don't want to talk with them." Amity said. 


"Amity, I'm very sorry." Luz spoke up. "I didn't know Emira and Edric 
were going to embarrass you. | just only wanted to be your friend.” 


"And how exactly am | supposed to believe that?" Amity said as she 
glared at Luz. "First, | find you with my diary and now you say you 
want to be my friend? Honestly, it almost seems like you just want to 
embarrass me." 


"Come on, Amity! Just listen to us for a minute!" | said as | grabbed 
her arm. "We just want to apologize for what happened." 


"Oh, and I'm supposed to take your word for it?" Amity said as she 
quickly got out of my grip. "You insult me today when you don't know 
a thing about me and then you suddenly try to do the right thing? | 
don't get either of you." 


"Amity, we're telling you the truth." | told her. "We didn't know that the 
twins came here just to get your diary." 


"Seriously, just shut up and go away!" Amity told us. "Before things 
get worse." 


"Amity, that's enough!" Xander snapped, getting all three of us to 
look at him. "I know that you feel hurt by what happened, but these 
two are just trying to explain themselves. All you saw was them with 
your diary, not them trying to read it. That gave you no reason to 
accuse them of such. | don't care if you don't want to, you're going to 
stay and you're going to listen, got it?" With that, Amity's growled as 
her face turned red, the girl no doubt frustrated by this. She then 
huffed in defeat as she then looked at us, Xander calming down from 
seeing this. "Good." He then motioned us to speak. 


"Hey, Amity, look." | started as | explained. "Since we met you, | 
always thought that you were nothing more than a selfish, spoiled 
brat. But now | know you're no different from me and Luz." 


"Where are you getting at with this?" The witch questioned. "You 
don't even know me!" 


"You're right. We don't. Not like Xander does." | told her. "But that's 
just why we want to talk. Let me ask you this: everything you do 
outside of this library, is that how you are or is that only just a 
charade to hide the real you?" | then watched as Amity was taken 
aback by my question, clearly not expecting it at all as she was 
hesitant to answer. Before she could answer, the ground began to 
shake as we heard loud footsteps and were horrified at what walked 
over to us. 


"Otabin?" Amity said in shock 


It was Otabin, but he was bigger, had black eyes with glowing blue 
irises, a mouth full of fangs, long arms, sharp claws, and his book 
attached to his chest. What we were seeing was a corrupted, 
nightmare version of Otabin. 


"With claws and fangs and breaking bones, | found a friend to make 
my own." The now demonized children's character rhymed just as it 
snagged Amity. 

"Xander!" Amity called out. 

"Amity!" Xander said as he then took out his lance. "Let her go!" He 
tried to charge at him, but Otabin spun and swung his tail, smacking 
Xander into a bookcase and causing multiple books to fall off the 
shelf. 

"Xander, help!" Amity said as Otabin carried her away. 


"Xander, are you okay?" | said as | helped my cousin to his feet. 


"Yes, l'm fine." Xander said. "But what was that thing?" 
"Otabin the Bookmaker." | told him. 


"As in the little goblin from the children's book?" Xander said with 
surprise. 


"Yeah, but a lot less friendly." 
"I'm guessing that's the work of the twins?" 


"Actually... that was me." Luz spoke up with a look of shame. "Edric 
and Emira made me draw in his book. | must've dropped it and now 
he's loose and Amity got kidnapped, all because of me." 


"It wasn't your fault, Luz. You have nothing to be blamed for." | said 
to her. "Though it does seem those little 'changes' to his story had 
really changed Otabin. It's almost like he's acting like the complete 
opposite of himself." 


"Which should be more of the reason that we have to save my 
Mittens from him." Xander said as he used a magic circle to gather 
the pages and reattached them to Amity's diary which he then gave 
to Luz. "Come on, there's no time to waste!" 


"Yeah, let's go!" Luz said as she ran off with Xander. | then heard a 
familiar whistling and gasped as | recognized it. 


"Luz, Xander, duck!" | said as | then tackled the two to the ground, 
saving them from the arrows that were shot at them. 


"Thanks, Ryuji." Luz said as we all got back to our feet with me 
helping her up. 


"Where did these arrows come from?" Xander said as he took one of 
the arrows that hit the bookcase, right before we heard some 
snarling and feral growls. Turning to the direction of the noise, we 
were all shocked to find a whole group of orcs not too far from us, 
not a few but many of them. 


"Orcs?" Luz said in disbelief. 


"What are a bunch of orcs doing in the library?" | said, right before 
Xander got in front of me and block an incoming orc that charged at 
me and used his lance to blast it away. 


"These are not your ordinary orcs." Xander told us. "My guess is they 
came from a book." 


"Otabin must've knocked their book off its shelf while he was 
searching around." | said. 


"Either that or it was the cause of Emira and Edric's recklessness." 
Xander added before the orcs then charged at us. 


"These guys could tear the whole place apart! We got to find their 
book and close it!" | said as | drew my Saisho. "Luz, go and find 
Otabin! We'll catch up with you as soon as we're done with the orcs!" 


"I'm not leaving you by yourselves!" Luz said. 


"Don't worry, me and Xander can take care of ourselves." | said as | 
then saw an orc coming up from behind her. "Duck!" she did so, 
allowing me to blast the incoming orc. "Go! Save Amity!" 


"As much as | would like to go and save Amity, I'm afraid Ryuji is 
correct." Xander said as his Sieghild's spear started glowing purple 
before he summon that spirit of his and sent it at the approaching 
orcs. "As of now, he and | are the only ones capable of holding our 
own against these orcs. The best you can do is go and help her!" 


"Alright! Then keep Ryuji safe!" Luz said before she then ran off. 
"Good luck, guys!" 


"Ready, Xander?" | said as | readied myself to fight the approaching 
Orcs. 


"Of course." Xander said, doing the same by getting into charging 
stance. 


"Then let's go!" With that, the two of us then charged at the orcs, 
managing to cut down a few as we began our search for the book. 


[No one's view] 


As she ran, even though she didn't want to leave Ryuji and Xander 
behind, Luz knew Amity needed help. She also saw that Xander 
made a good point. With the way the cousins fought, she'd only get 
in the way and slow them down in their search for the orcs' book. 
Considering this, she also wondered how she was going to save 
Amity from the now monstrous Otabin. It was at that moment that 
she gained an idea and looked down at Amity's diary. 


At the Kid's Corner, Otabin walked in and placed Amity up against 
the page of a large, open book most likely crafted by him. Holding 
her in place, he brought out a needle with thread and went on to use 
it, making Amity look away as she feared for the worst. When she 
didn't feel any pain, Amity looked over to see Otabin and sewed into 
the page and avoid puncturing her, but was filled with fear as she 
saw that the green-glowing black string which tightened on her arm 
and hand made her limb thin out as it became a part of the page 
itself. 


"Why are you doing this? I've been reading you since | was a kid." 
Amity said, trying to plead with the altered character of the book. 
"This isn't you." 


"But friends are what I've always sought." Otabin said, speaking in 
rhyme. "And now, a friend, my claws have caught." 


Hearing an odd sound, the two then looked to the doorway as a mist 
of purple smoke came in along with the walking silhouette of a figure 
who appeared to be wearing witch's clothing. 


"Azura?" Amity asked, noticing the clothes resembling much to the 
attire of the very character of the book series she loved. 


"Close." With the smoke clearing, the figure lifted her head and held 
up Amity's diary to reveal herself as Luz before she lifted her skirt up 
a bit. "Is it drawn okay? | kind of interpreted the descriptions." 


"Luz!" Amity said, reminding her of the situation. 


"Ah, right." Luz said as she regained focus, taking a pencil to write in 
the diary and speaking out what she wrote. "The Good Witch Luzura 
grabs her trusty staff." From the pages, a staff materialized and Luz 
then took hold of it. "All right. Beloved work of children’s fiction, let go 
of her!" With a cry, she charged forward and tried to cast some 
magic, but the staff did nothing as Luz swung it around. After Luz got 
close enough to him, Otabin grabbed the staff before taking it and 
throwing it aside. Luz could only watch as Otabin grabbed Amity's 
diary and closed it, making her clothes disappear. 


"Not an Azura fan, are you?" Luz said with a nervous chuckle before 
Otabin grabs her. 


[Ryuji] 


Searching for the book, me and Xander tried our best to brave our 
way through the entire horde of orcs, me and my cousin getting tired 
as our foes just kept coming. 


"These orcs are overrunning us!" Xander said as we kept on pushing 
through. "We need to find that book immediately!" 


"Wait, there it is!" | said as | looked over to one hall of bookshelves to 
see an open book lying on the ground. "I got this! Xander, cover me!" 
With that, my cousin then brought his spirit over and the two fought 
back the orcs as | prepared to change the Saisho's form, holding it in 
front of me and putting to fingers at the bottom of the blade while 
focusing my make into it. "Transformation Magic!" Guiding my fingers 
up the blade, the guard and blade then started glowing white. 
"Weapon Change!" After removing my fingers as the blade and 
guard were now covered in white light, I then thrust my Saisho 


upward, my weapon instantly taking on its lance form. "Saisho Yari!" 
With that, | then quickly brought my lance down and focused my 
Plant Magic into it, the spear glowing green and the tip becoming 
wrapped in vines as | got ready to thrust it in the direction of the 
book. "Attack Magic: Vine Whip!" 


With that, | then shot a Vine Whip forward, the vine managing to 
push its way through and knock down orcs that were in the way. As it 
was about to grab the book, | lost my smile as a large arm came out 
and my Vine Whip wrapped around it by mistake. Followed by 
another arm with a big hammer in its hand, | then watched as the 
owner of the arms pulled themselves out of the book and revealed 
themselves to be a huge troll that gave out a large roar. 


"Oh, come on! Whoa!" | groaned out before the troll then pulled me 
over by my Vine Whip. 


"Ryuji!" Xander called out in concern as | then landed in front of the 
troll, the vine around his arm loosening and falling off as he glared 
down at me. 


"Uh, hey." | said with a nervous chuckle as the troll then raised its 
hammer, not wasting time or giving me enough to get away as | only 
managed to get up on my hands and knees. 


Just then, | felt something wrap around me and looked down to see 
this weird black hook attached to a black ribbon around my torso 
before | was then pulled away as troll brought down its hammer, 
allow me see the impact create some cracks on the floor. 


"Ryuji, are you alright?" Xander said after | landed behind him, my 
cousin still fighting orcs coming at him. 


"Yeah, I'm fine." | said before | watched the hook unwrap around me 
and pull away, making me look up to see someone standing on top 
of the bookcase as they grabbed the hook by the handle with the 
ribbon retracting into it. 


Seeing the hook's blade fold out like a switchblade and extend, | was 
surprised that it was able to take the shape of a sword even as the 
user put it into the black sheath on their back. Though sensing 
familiarity with that weapon, | didn't have time to ponder as the orcs 
surrounding me and Xander were then knocked to the ground by this 
red, swirling blur that drove right through and moved around us. 


"What the...?" Xander said, confused by this as flower petals fell 
around us, one of which | grabbed and recognized what flower they 
were from with seeing their red color. 


"Rose petals?" | said to myself before | heard a roar and looked over 
to see the troll as it roared out with its hammer raised. 


When it tried to charge over to me and Xander, it stopped halfway as 
this white snowflake appeared below it. Not soon after that, me and 
Xander heard a yell right before we saw someone come in and 
punch the troll in the face, an explosion coming with the punch's 
contact as the troll was then knocked to the floor. | was about to go 
over to get the book as | thought the troll had landed on it when it fell 
right before | heard a slam and watched as the troll and all the 
defeated orcs faded away and disappeared. Looking to the top of the 
bookshelf, we saw the sword user that saved me with the closed 
book in their hands. 


" The Fellowship of the Ring ." Said the sword user as they took a 
look at the cover. "This might be a good book to read if | get a 
chance to read it." Taking a careful look at the sword user, | gasped 
in awe as | realized who it was. 


[No one's view] 


At the Kid's Corner, Otabin placed Luz on the other page next to 
Amity and began to tie her in place. 


"Making friends, taking friends." He sang as he tied Luz's arm to the 
page. "Never be without my friends." 


"You fiend! You can't rhyme friends with friends!" Luz commented. 
"Great work, 'Luzura'." Amity said in a flat tone. 
"Hey! | was trying to save you!" Luz glared at her. 


"And you could've done better." Amity said before she then looked 
around. "Where's Xander and that hybrid boyfriend of yours?" 


"They're kinda... preoccupied. Some orcs got loose and they're 
working together to stop them." Luz replied sheepishly, making Amity 
scoff. 


"Well, it doesn't matter. We're gonna be stuck together forever." 
Amity grimly said. 


"That's what you think, girl!" Said a new voice, surprising the two 
girls right before Otabin froze up and they looked to see a snowflake 
made of white light beneath him. 


Before long, a red swirl came in out of nowhere and knocked Otabin 
into a nearby stand of different books, luckily none of which fell on 
the floor opening. Landing in front of the girls with rose petals 
scattered around the room, the red swirl was revealed to be a fair- 
skinned teenage girl with silver eyes and neck-length black hair with 
red tips dressed in a white high-neck décolletage blouse with brown 
studded wristbands on the arms and brown straps over the 
shoulders, an overbust corset with a red string holding it in place, a 
black skirt with red lining, black thigh-high stockings that reached to 
a few inches below the hem of her skirt decorated by the image ofa 
long-stemmed rose, red-soled black combat boots with red laces and 
red trims around the top containing four straps and buckles apiece, 
and a red cloak with a silver rose-shaped clip on the right shoulder. 
Both the cloak and stocking showed signs of tear and wear. Seeing 
the red rose-colored, black-trimmed rifle over her shoulder fold out 
and take the form of a scythe with a large, crescent-shaped blade, 
Luz gasped in awe. 


"Ruby!" Luz said as she looked at the scythe wielder in awe and 
disbelief. 


"Thanks for keeping him still, Weiss." Ruby said as she turned 
toward the exit with a smile. 


"It was no trouble at all. Compared to the Grimm, he was easy." Said 
a pale-skinned teenage girl with pale blue eyes and long, white hair 
pulled back into an off-center ponytail on the right side and pinned 
with a silver, icicle-shaped tiara as she walked over to stand beside 
Ruby with a proud smile. 


Wielding a silver rapier, the girl known as Weiss was dressed in a 
short, glittering dress with a color gradation of gray-blue to pale blue 
at the hem, a sweetheart neckline, a white, tulle petticoat, a white 
sash wrapped multiple times around her waist, a slightly sheer, long- 
sleeved, gray-blue bolero fastened at the collar with large sapphire 
broach with three pendants dangling from it and a white snowflake 
printed on the back over her attire, gray-blue wedge heels, and 
sapphire drop earrings. 


"Weiss Schnee?" Amity gasped in surprise. 


"You know her?" Luz said before she gasped in realization. "You 
read RWBY !" 


"What? No!" Amity said as she looked away in denial. 


"Of course, she does." Said Xander as the girls then looked to the 
entryway and saw him and Ryuji walking in, the Frank possessing a 
smile as he held his Saisho Yari over his shoulder. "Ever since | 
introduced her to the series, she's been wanting to read it all as 
much as The Good Witch Azura with Weiss becoming her favorite 
character. l'm surprised you didn't notice the familiar act Mittens had 
shown you belonging to that Schnee." 


"Ryuji! Xander!" Luz said with a bright smile. "You beat the orcs!" 


"Yeah, thanks to these girls." Ryuji said as he and his cousin then 
stood before the girls stuck on the book. 


"Yes, even | have to admit that | wasn't sure we would be able to 
defeat the vast horde without the help of these four." Xander added, 
keeping his stoic expression. 


"Four?" Amity asked, confused by this. 


"Well, yeah!" Said a voice as they all turned to see two people walk 
into the room. "Can't have Team RWBY with just the R and W. You 
need the B and Y too!" 


Joining the group in front of the book, the owner of the voice is 
revealed to be a tall, fair-skinned buxom woman with lilac blue eyes 
and long, thick, wavy bright golden hair that faded to pale gold at the 
tips with a cowlick sticking out at the top. With a bright yellow and 
black prosthetic robot arm, she was dressed in an orange crop top 
with a tan jacket with orange lining and gold edging that is unzipped 
halfway to show the shirt along with darker brown short sleeves, a 
thick collar that completely encircles her neck, two long, gold- 
trimmed rectangular tails. She also wore a pair of fitted black pants, 
a brown belt around her hips and over the tails of the coat which has 
two pieces of dark brown material trimmed in gold attached to it with 
the first covering her left hip to the back of the belt and folded over it 
and the second attached from the right hip and almost around to the 
other piece of material, knee-high brown boots with gold caps on the 
heel and toe with the heel caps attached to gold straps across the 
front of her ankle and a gold zipper on the upper half of the front of 
the boots and a single small buckled strap on the upper outside of 
the boots. She also wears a purple bandana tied around her left 
knee and a pair of black fingerless gloves with long brown cuffs 
reaching to the mid-forearm. She crossed her arms under her chest 
as she gained a grin. 


The one accompanying her was a teenage girl of a light olive 
complexion similar to Ruby and Weiss with long, wavy black hair, 
amber eyes complemented by light purple eye shadow flaring 


backward with her eyes slightly tilted upwards at the ends to give her 
a cat-like appearance which is supported by the pair of black cat 
ears on top of her head. She was dressed in a sleeveless black crop 
top that has rectangular and diamond-shaped cutouts around the 
neckline with a long white tailcoat with dark violet inner lining over it 
as well as a belt attached from behind, black fitted pants with a white 
belt over them, an X-shaped scar just above her left hip, a diagonal 
strap with a smaller clip on the back across her torso, and thigh-high 
black heeled boots with gold-colored edging around the top with the 
left boot possessing a belt wrapped twice around the thigh and each 
boot bearing a flame-shaped symbol in white on the outer side of the 
thigh. There is also a white pouch attached to the back of her belt. 
Unlike the blonde, she had a stoic expression like Xander. 


"Yang Xiao Long and Blake Belladonna!" Luz said with eyes widened 
in awe. 


"In the flesh!" Yang said to her. "Take it you're Luz, my little sis' 
biggest fan?" 


"Yep! That's me!" Luz said almost immediately. "I can't believe I'm 
actually meeting the real Ruby Rose and all of Team RWBY!" 


"Wait, how are they all here?" Amity asked, confused by this. 


"Well, apparently, Ryuji brought an RWBY comic book into the library 
and someone had taken it from him, having spent time explaining 
things to these girls." Xander spoke up. "While the individual who 
brought them here had sent them to assist us, they refuse to reveal 
any detail concerning them." From there, Yang then began gently 
petting Xander on the head with her robotic hand. 


"Hey, it's supposed to be a surprise." Yang casually said to him. 
"One for both you and your girl." 


"Would you please stop doing that?" Xander retorted, shoving the 
woman's hand off his head. 


"Well, we do know it couldn't have been the twins because none of 
them appeared to be altered like Otabin over there." Ryuji said as 
they all looked at the corrupted fictional character who began to stir 
with a groan, surprising them. "Uh-oh! He's waking up!" 


"Then let us make haste and free Amity and Luz." Xander said as he 
and his cousin then went over to help the trapped girls. 


"Luz, can you slip out of that Knot Otabin put you in?" Ryuji asked as 
Xander examined the page Amity was on, trying to see if there was a 
way to free her. 


"No, this string has got me stuck on page. See?" Luz said as she 
tried to move her arm and noticed the page it was stuck in being 
pulled which gave her an idea. "Amity, follow my lead! One!" Ryuji 
and Xander backed away a bit as Luz moved her legs and hit the 
paper, making the book move a bit. 


"Luz?" Ryuji asked, confused by what his friend was trying to do. 
"What are you doing?" Amity said, just as confused. 
"Two! Three!" Luz said as, after a bit of effort, the book fell forward. 


"Oh, no." Xander said as he and Ryuji gained looks of realization 
while the book fell on top of them. 


"Ryuji! Xander!" Ruby said before she went to one corner of the book 
and grabbed it. "Quick! Help me get it off them!" With that, the rest of 
Team RWBY then joined their leader and grabbed the book with 
Weiss joining beside Ruby and Yang and Blake on the other side of 
the book. After giving some effort, the four managed to lift the book 
enough to where Luz and Amity were able to sit up. "Everybody okay 
down there?" 


"Yeah, we're fine. Thanks, guys." Luz said with a grateful smile 
before looking down at a recovering Ryuji and gaining a look of 
concern. "Ryuji!" 


"I'm fine." Ryuji told her. "Xander, are you..." Looking over to him, 
Ryuji saw his cousin lying on the ground with eyes widened in shock 
and a blush on his face. "Xander?" 


"Xander, are you alright?" Amity said, snapping the Duskerman out 
of some sort of trance. 


"Oh, me? Yes, I'm alright." Xander said, his nervousness evident in 
his voice. "Uh, mind getting off me now?" Amity was confused until 
she looked down and blushed upon realizing she was on top of 
Xander before she then stood up, using her free arm to hold the 
book up. 


"| take it that's the first time you've ever been in that situation?" Ryuji 
asked with a small smile of amusement. 


"Shut up!" Amity and Xander snapped at the same time. 


"Uh, guys." Yang said to them as she saw Otabin slowly getting back 
to his feet. "Unless you all plan on being stuck in that book together, 
| think you better get up and run." 


"Oh, right!" Ryuji said as Luz then stood up and the two boys 
scooted out from both under the book and each their respective 
friend before putting their respective weapons away with the Saisho 
becoming a sword and the Sieghild's spear shrinking down. 


"You guys get Luz and Amity out of here!" Ruby said as she and her 
teammates let go of the book as Ryuji and Xander helped the two 
girls underneath lift the book, the boys grabbing and picking the book 
up from the back. "We'll keep Otabin busy!" 


"Okay, just don't hurt him." Ryuji told them. "He's not really like this. 
He's a good guy." 


"Don't worry. We're not gonna kill a kid's book character." Yang 
responded with a casual smile. "Just hurry and get yourselves and 
your girlfriends out of here." 


"Not really dating!" Me and Xander said at the same time. 


"But thanks. Good luck, Team RWBY!" Ryuji said before he and 
Xander then carried the book out of the Kid's Corner just as Otabin 
fully recovered and looked to see the two pairs of friends running 
away with his book. 


"Come back!" Otabin snarled as he tried to grab them, only to be 
punched away by Yang. 


"Hold it right there, bub!" Yang said as she and the rest of her team 
stood in front of him, her teammates each holding their weapons as 
the four stood ready to fight. "You want those guys, you'll have to get 
through us!" With a roar, Otabin then charged at Team RWBY and 
the four girls did the same with him, the battle between the foursome 
and the monster beginning. 


[Ryuji] 


After running for a while and seeing how far from the Kid's Corner 
we were, we all then stopped to catch our breath. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Okay, I know that we're not really in a good situation right, but I can't 
help but think how cool it is that we're working with the real Team 
RWBY. I bet that this had made Luz's night and probably Amity's 
night as well by letting them meet the Huntresses they admire so 
much. Whoever has my comic, I really owe them a lot. 


"Okay, | think we lost him." | said before looking over to Xander. 
"Now let's get Luz and Amity out of this book." 


"Right." Xander said before we then gently put the back of the book 
down and rush over to the girls. "You two okay?" 


"Yeah, we're fine." Luz told us. 

"Okay now what?" The witch questioned. 

"Actually, we didn't plan this far ahead." Xander admitted. 
"Yeah, we were hoping you girls had a plan." | said to them. 
"What made you think we had a plan?" Amity asked in shock. 


"Yeah. | mean, all my plan had was me going all like 'roaaarrr'!" Luz 
put in with a cheap imitation of a roar. 


"Luz, really?" | raised an eyebrow at her. 


"What? It was all | had at the moment." Luz said before we heard a 
giggle and looked to see it was from Amity. 


"Amity, did you just... laugh?" | said in disbelief. 


"No." Amity quickly responded, her eyes widening as she looked 
away with a blush. 


"Yes, you did!" | said with a smile of surprise. "Didn't think you could 
laugh like that instead of a snarky one." 


"Been a while since | heard that sort of laugh coming from you." 
Xander said with a chuckle, making Amity groan and her blush 
deepen. Looking at Luz, we smiled at each other as it seemed we 
were making progress with Amity. This tender moment was short- 
lived as a needle appeared between the girls. 


Looking behind the book, we saw Otabin standing there while 
holding the thread attached to the needle and Team RWBY tied up 
beside him along with their weapons tied around him. 


"Friends!" Otabin snarled as he reeled in on the string, pulling the 
book along with the girls over a shelf. 


"Luz!" 
"Mittens!" 


As Otabin was bringing them closer and closer back to him, Amity 
managed to grab a nearby ladder, her grip on it making the book 
stand up as she then wrapped her legs around it. Seeing the ladder 
about to be pulled away with her, I then spoke out to Xander. 


"Xander, the ladder!" | told him, my cousin bringing out his Sieghild 
and using it to send a strand of abomination goo which wrapped 
around the ladder just as it snapped off its hinges. 


From this, | then went on to help my cousin pull back as we started 
our little tug of war to save our friends from Otabin. After a moment, 
the string holding Amity snapped and she popped right off the page, 
causing me and Xander to fall to the floor. Seeing the ladder crash 
into a nearby book cart, we both then looked up to see Amity 
screaming as she fell down toward us, the witch girl had been flung 
up there from the ladder being pulled away so suddenly. Quickly 
getting back to his feet and putting his lance away, Xander brought 
out his dragon wings and flew off to where he then caught Amity. 


"You okay, Mittens?" Xander asked with concern. 
"I'm fine." Amity told him. "And stop calling me 'Mittens'." 


"Luz!" | said as Otabin pulled his book back over to him, my human 
friend still stuck to it. 


"Sorry, Luz. We tried our best." Ruby regrettably said to her fan as 
Otabin pulled the needle out of the book. "Turns out he's stronger 
than a Grimm." 


"Yeah, and this thread he wrapped us in is keeping us from using our 
Semblances." Yang added just as Otabin turned the book around as 
he was ready to sew, Luz kicking at him with her attacks not even 
fazing him. 


"You squirm and fight yet scream and shout. But friendship always 
will win out." The monster rhymed as he sewed and pulled the 
strings on the page, managing to converge most of Luz's body into 
the book with only her head left. As he was about to do so... 


"Leave her alone, Otabin!" Hearing Amity's shout, | looked to see her 
holding onto Xander from the back with my cousin flying in and 
smacking Otabin with his Sieghild, making the monster skid across 
the floor and hit a bookshelf while dropping the book Luz was stuck 
on. With the bookshelf falling on top of Otabin, | used a Wind Dash 
to quickly get over to Luz and used my sword to cut the strings 
pinning her to the page. 


"Oh, third dimension! How I've missed you." Luz happily said as her 
body returned to normal and she got off the book while | then cut 
Team RWBY free from the string holding them. 


“Thanks for saving Luz, you two." | said to Amity and Xander as 
Xander landed beside the book, Amity getting over his back to stand 
beside him. 


"It was... nothing." Amity said, crossing her arms and turning her 
head away from me right before we all then turned to see Otabin 
push the bookshelf off him. 


"We must stay friends until the end." Otabin declared as he walked 
over to us. "There is no tear | cannot mend." 


"Not today, old friend!" | said as | then pulled my Saisho back with 
wind surrounding it. "Attack Magic: Wind Dragon's Roar!" With that, | 
then sent the wind blast shaped like a dragon's head right at him, 
sending him flying away and crashing two yards from us. 


"Nice shot, kid!" Yang said to me with a proud smile. 


"You and your cousin are powerful fighters." Blake commented with 
an impressed smile. 


"Yeah, you two are awesome!" Ruby added with the same feeling. 


"It makes me wish we had people such as yourselves at Beacon." 
Weiss put in, all these compliments causing me to smile. 


"Well, of course my skills are impressive. | am a Duskerman after 
all." Xander said as he stood there, facing away from the four while 
trying to look cool. Hearing a snarl, we all then looked to see Otabin 
pick himself up, looking angrier than ever. "Seems as though Otabin 
isn't going to give up on capturing us so easily." 


"It's not his fault, it's those edits the twins put in his book." | said 
before | realized it. "Wait, that's it! If those doodles the twins put 
there are making him act this way..." 


"Then removing them should return him to normal." Xander said as 
he saw where | was going with this. "Good thinking, Ryuji." 


"Then let's revise his chapter!" | said before | focused my magic into 
the Saisho. "Transformation Magic! Weapon Change!" With that, | 
then changed it into its lance form. "Saisho Yari!" Now that | was 
ready, | then told my plan to everyone. "Okay, Xander, you and me 
will tie up Otabin. Team RWBY, once we got him restrained, you all 
tackle him and hold him down. Blake, send a shadow clone to find 
an eraser and have it remove those doodles in Otabin's book once 
we got Otabin pinned." 


"No, wait!" Luz spoke up, surprising us. "While | didn't mean to do it, 
this is still my mistake, so I'll be the one to fix this." 


"Are you sure?" | asked her in concern. "You don't have to do this if 
you don't want to." 


"I'm positive." She told me. "It's about time | start cleaning up my 
own mess instead of having someone else do it for me." 


"Alright. Then, Blake..." 


"Wait!" Amity said before she took a pencil and started writing on the 
big book Otabin made, speaking out what she write. "Taking a 
special eraser to return Otabin to his true self, Luz brings right to 
wrong." With that, a fat eraser popped out of the book with Amity 
grabbing it before giving it to Luz. "Here." 


"Thanks, Amity." Luz said as she accepted the eraser with a grateful 
smile. 


"Okay. Ready, Xander?" | said as my Saisho's spear started glowing 
green as | focused my Plant Magic into it, vines wrapped around the 
point. 


"Ready." Xander told me, his Sieghild's spear flowing magenta as he 
focused his Abomination Magic into it with abomination goo wrapping 
around the point. 


"Then let's go!" With that, me and my cousin then charged at Otabin 
with the monster charging with a roar in response. Dodging a swipe 
from him, me and Xander then spilted up to where Otabin was 
between us, Xander on his left and me on his right. "Attack Magic: 
Vine Whip!" With that, the two of us shot at the monster and began 
tying him up in vines and purple slime, leaving a gap where the book 
was on his chest. "Team RWBY, take him down!" 


With that, me and Xander then watched as Team RWBY went on the 
attack with Yang's hair glowing like a golden flame and her blue eyes 
turning red as she charged at Otabin with her robotic hand pulled 
back to deliver a punch while Ruby and Weiss grabbed each other's 
hands before shooting off as spiraling blurs of red and white towards 
the monster, the blonde and her Rose half-sister using their 
Semblances with Ruby and Weiss left a trail of white and red rose 
petals behind them. With the Schnee's snowflake appearing on 
Otabin's stomach, Yang then jumped up and punched the monster in 
the face while Ruby and Weiss landed a hit on the snowflake, their 
combined attack knocking Otabin to the ground. From this, Blake 
then used her Semblance and created multiple clones of herself 


which then tackled Otabin with her partner Yang joining them to hold 
the monster down. 


"Luz, now's your chance!" Ruby said as she and Weiss landed in 
front of the pinned Otabin, the pair returning to normal. 


"Right!" Luz said before rushing forward, managing to reach where 
the book was and use the eraser on it. 


With the doodles gone, we all then watched as Otabin magically 
returned to normal. With Blake making her clones disappear and Luz 
standing up while holding Otabin, | then turned my Saisho back into 
a sword and put it back on my back before picking up Otabin's book. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Okay, not gonna lie, but that was totally epic! Me, Xander, Luz, and 
Amity working with Team RWBY to beat a monster Otabin? It kinda 
reminded me of the moment in Black Clover when Asta and the 
Black Bulls defeated Vetto the Despair of the Eye of the Midnight 
Sun's Third Eye. 


After Team RWBY picked their weapons on the floor with Ruby 
having her scythe fold into its portable size and form before putting 
back on the weapon clip on her belt that was hidden under her cape, 
Yang putting her gauntlet and the special attachment for her robotic 
arm back on, Blake sheathing her sword on her back, and Weiss 
having the spear of her rapier sink down before she placed it back 
on her hip along with Xander converting his lance's spear so he 
could put it back on his own hip, we all then gathered around Luz as 
Otabin looked at us with a shameful look. 


"I'm so sorry." Otabin said, feeling bad for what he had done. "I don't 
know what came over me." 


"Hey, it's okay." Amity said with a reassuring smile. "We're still 
friends." 


"Same goes for me, little buddy." | said before getting a nod from the 
witch. Closing the book, we all watched as Otabin disappeared while 
Yang sighed in relief as she laid down on her back. 


"I'm glad that's over." Yang said with her hands behind her head. 
"That was a great strategy there." Blake said to me. 


"Yes, even | have to admit that it did help us greatly." Xander added. 
"While I'm not sure just thinking of it as you go and hoping for the 
best is a great thing, | would have to say that this habit of yours is 
quite the impressive tactic." 


"Thanks." | told them, smiling in appreciation for the compliments. 


"Good teamwork, you two." Ruby said as she and Weiss spoke to 
their respective fans. 


"Yes, you certainly did good in cooperating in this situation." Weiss 
added. 


"Aw, thanks." Luz said, rubbing the back of her head. 


"| had only offered my assistants in ensuring the human could fix her 
mistake." Amity said as she lost her smile and turn her head to the 
side. 


"Amity, was it?" Weiss said as she gained a warm smile and put a 
hand on Amity's shoulder, causing the witch girl to turn to her in 
surprise. "From what | was told, you're someone who had not been 
giving much of your life to do things you want. | understand that it 
isn't easy with living up to the sort of image your family has and that 
you don't want to be seen as cruel which is why I'm telling you that, 
while it is good that you try to make your family proud, you don't 
need to close everyone around you out. Especially the ones who you 


can truly see as good people. If you find people that you can see 
yourself opening up to, then try and see how it goes. Take it from me 
when I say that having those sorts of people who accept who you 
truly are is not a bad thing. Don't be afraid to show who you really 
are." With that, Amity then looked at Luz to see her smiling at her 
before turning to me as | gave her the same smile. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Okay, I think I've now seen everything. | never once thought | would 
see the former Ice Queen Weiss Schnee give advice about opening 
up to people to a fellow ice queen. 


[No one's view] 


Unknown to them, someone was watching them from the floor above 
and smiling at the scene. The mysterious figure happened to be the 
one holding Ryuji's comic book which they then closed. 


[Ryuji] 


After giving that speech, we all then watched as the members of 
Team RWBY became transparent with Weiss taking her hand off 
Amity's shoulder and Yang standing up in surprise. 


"Looks like our job here is done, girls." Yang said as Blake went to 
her side. "Well, it's been fun hanging out with you guys." 


"Yeah. It was great finally meeting you guys." | said with a smile. 
"Yes, even | have to admit it was good spending time with you all." 
Xander added. "Perhaps we'll meet again when the Wailing Star 
visits the Isles again." 


"Sure! That'll be awesome!" Yang said as she gave us a thumbs up. 


"Bye, Luz! Good luck on being a witch!" Ruby said as she went to 
her older sister's side, waving to her fan. 


"Bye, Ruby! Great to finally meet ya!" Luz said, waving back. 


"Goodbye, Amity. Take care." Weiss said as she joined her 
teammates. "And think about what | said. | can assure you that you 
won't regret it." 


"Okay, | will." Amity said as she gave a smile to her favorite RWBY 
character. "Thank you, Weiss." 


With Team RWBY waving goodbye and us waving back, we watched 
as the four then finally disappeared before me, Xander, Luz, and 
Amity smiled at each other as we shared a tender moment. 


After cleaning up the damages in the library caused by the magic of 
the Wailing Star, the four of us then made our out with the girls 
between me and Xander. 


"Well, that had to be one of the craziest nights we ever had." | said 
as | stretched my arms out. 


"Yeah, defiantly was an adventure." Luz said with a chuckle. "But it 
was cool working with Team RWBY. Wish they could've stayed 
around longer." 


"Well, they won't be making any return." Xander said. "The magic 
that brought those books to life was only enough for tonight." 


"Yeah, speaking of which, | still wonder who got my RWBY comic." | 
said as we made it down the stairs. "Couldn't have been the twins, 
otherwise we would have been dealing with messed up versions of 
them. Plus, the comic was closed right after we took care of Otabin. 
So if it wasn't them or any of us, then who..." 


"Man, that was quite a night." Said a voice as we all looked to the 
library's front door and watched someone walk out of it. "Though at 
least all of you are okay." 


The owner of the voice was a warlock who looked about as old as 
my big bro with curly and unruly red hair that ran down his back with 
bangs covering his eyes. He was dressed in a white jacket with 
azure seems and white pants, an azure cowl robe with gold seems, 
a white peaked cap, and white boots. 

"Cameron?" Xander said with surprise. 


"Hey, Xander! Long time, no see!" the warlock now known as 
Cameron said with a smile. 


"You know him?" | asked Xander, surprised to hear this. 


"Unfortunately, | do." Xander answered with a grim expression 
before speaking to Cameron. "How long have you been here?" 


"The whole time." Cameron casually told him. 


"Then how come you weren't there to help us with the orcs?" Xander 
question. 


"Hey, | did help." Cameron said before he took something out and 
looked at me. "Hey, Ryuji, right? | think this is yours." Catching what 
he tossed over to me, | was surprised to find it was my RWBY comic. 


"My comic book!" | said with a smile before | realized it and looked 
back at Cameron. "So it was you who sent Team RWBY to help us." 


"That's right." Cameron confirmed with a proud smile. 
"Yet you didn't even join in the fight." Xander bluntly said. 
"Hey, | would've joined in, but | had a meeting with some certain 


people." Cameron said right before these big dragon arms made of 
orange light rose up behind him, a worried Emira and Edric being 


held by the three-digit claws of said arms which gripped on the twins' 
heads. "Heard they caused a lot of trouble with you, so | decided to 
have a little chat with them. Now | think they have something they 
wish to say. Right?" Both twins then exchanged looks before they 
spoke up. 


"We're sorry, Amity." Edric started. 
"For?" Cameron asked. 


"For threatening to post your diary all over the school..." Edric 
continued. 


"For everyone to see." Emira finished. 


"You what?" Amity said as both me and Luz held her back as she 
tried to lunch at the twins. 


"There. Now was that so hard?" Cameron casually said. 

"| could've handled them myself." Xander coldly said. 

"| know. You're a pretty good fighter, Xanny." 

"Xanny?" | said, confused even as Xander growled with a blush. 
"| thought | told you not to call me that." Xander told him in anger. 


"I know, but | like calling you that." Cameron said. "Plus, | Know Mom 
calls you that, so why can't 1?" 


“Because Mother doesn't address me as such in public!" Xander 
snapped. "She knows that calling me such does nothing but 
embarrass me, not like you would care, brother." 


"Wait, they're brothers?!" the twins, Luz, and Amity said in unison, 
shocked by this. 


"Oh, that makes sense." | said, taking it all in. 


"Yeah, hey, everybody!" Cameron greeted us with a bright smile. "I'm 
Xanny's big bro Cameron Duskerman, but you guys can call me 
'Cam'." 


"Will you please stop addressing me with that nickname?" Xander 
said to his brother. 


"Now then..." Cameron said those arms then held the twins to where 
they would face him. "Since I'm in such a good mood and don't want 
to spoil the family reunion, I'll let you two go. But, anytime you think 
about messing with Xanny or his girlfriend, think about our chat. Next 
time you two pull something like this, | might have to introduce you to 
Barbara. Got it?" Though he spoke calmly, Cameron clearly showed 
this threatening aura around him which pretty much scared me, Luz, 
and Amity. 


"Got it!" Emira instantly said. 


"Yep! No more mean pranks on the lovebirds!" Edric added, just as 
fast. 


"Good." Cameron said as the claws then let go of the twins, dropping 
them as Cameron's intimidating aura faded away. "Now you can 
leave." With that, the twins then picked themselves up and ran off 
away from the library before Cameron spoke to Xander. "There. Now 
they'll leave you alone." 


"You know, Xander did have a point." Amity spoke up, crossing her 
arms. "We could've taken care of my siblings ourselves." 


"Yeah, | know." Cameron said to her. "But I just like helping my little 
bro. And helping his cute, little girlfriend is part of it. You're welcome, 
by the way." 


"Cameron..." Xander sourly said to him, the younger Duskerman 
sporting the same blush as Amity. 


"Still I'm glad | was able to help out my little bro again." Cameron 
said as the right claw extended out and gently patted Xander on the 
head. "Nice to see you get so strong. Keep up the good work, little 
bro." After Cameron turned to Amity, the other claw stretched out and 
patted her as well. "Keep looking out for Xanny for me and keep 
being his awesome girlfriend. I'm counting on you." 


"| won't make such promises... but | will try my best." Amity said, her 
way of saying that she'll watch out for Xander. 


"And you two..." Cameron said before the claws then left Amity and 
Xander's heads and moved on to me and Luz as they started patting 
us. "Appreciate you two getting Xanny and his girl to open. While | 
knew you would get my bro to really talk to ya, | wasn't so sure 
anyone would get through to Amity like your girlfriend has." 

"Uh, actually she's not my girlfriend." | told him. 


"Really?" Cameron lost his smile upon hearing this. "Cause the way 
you two act..." 


"Trust us, we're just good friends." Luz said, interrupting him. 


"| see." Cameron said as he regained his smile. "Well, Keep on being 
good friends to Xanny and Amity, okay?" 


"No problem." Luz gladly said to him. 

"We'll try our best." | added. 

"Great." Cameron said as the claws retracted before disappearing. 
"Well, I'll be off." With that, Cameron walked away. "Great seeing all 
ya! 'Til next time!" 


"You got one of those too, huh?" | said as Cameron was out of sight. 


"You have no idea." Xander told me. 


"SO, meet ya at the market tomorrow?" | said to him. "I would like to 
lend you Black Clover Volume Ten today, but after what just 
happened..." 


"Yes, | understand. | am quite weary myself from last night." Xander 
told me. "I will see you tomorrow then." 


"Just for the record, this never happened." Amity said as she began 
to walk off with Xander in tow. As she was going, Luz called out to 
her. 


"Amity, wait." Luz said, getting the Blight girl to stop and turn around. 
"| know this doesn't make up for reading your diary, but would you 
wanna borrow this?" Luz then pulled out and held out Book 5 of The 
Good Witch Azura from her bag. "Xander said that you only had up 
to Four after you two became friends. | thought you might like to see 
the next part of the series." 


"Oh, thank you." Amity said as she took the book with surprise, 
accepting the offer. As she was about to walk, Amity sighed and 
stopped before turning back around to face my friend. "Human... 
Luz, maybe you aren't a bully. | don't blame you for thinking badly of 
me. | haven't exactly been the friendliest witch either. As to being 
friends with you, I'll think on that. And hybrid... Ryuji..." As she 
turned to me, | was surprised to hear her call me by my name. "I'm 
sorry for what | said. Xander told me it was wrong for me to say that 
and | realize now that he was right. And | apologize for blaming you 
two for things you weren't responsible for. Also, | realized it'll be a 
long time before | ever reach the level of power you have." 


| smiled before shaking my head. "I accept the compliment, but | 
think you may have cut yourself short. You're a great witch, Amity. 
Ain't about how magic you have..." 


"It's how you use it and how you grow with it." Xander said, finishing 
the quote from Black Clover as he then nodded to me. 


[No one's view] 


After Ryuji returns the nod, Xander and Amity then walked away with 
Amity breaking the silence just after a moment of looking at the book 
Luz lent to her to her before looking at Xander. 


"SO, Xanny, huh?" Amity asked. 


"It's a nickname my mother gave me when | was little." Xander told 
her, not sounding too happy to explain. "She's been calling me that 
for years. Of course, she doesn't say it in public as she is the head of 
the Emperor's Coven, she doesn't miss a chance to call me that 
where no one would overhear it. It's embarrassing. It's why my 
brother enjoys addressing me as such." 


"Kinda sounds cute to me." Amity said under her breath. 

"What?" Xander asked with a raised eyebrow. 

"Nothing!" Amity instantly said with eyes widened and a slight blush 
on her face. She cleared her throat as she recomposed herself. "A- 
anyway, | guess you can call me 'Mittens’..." 


"Really?" Xander said with surprise. 


"Only if you allow me to call you 'Xanny'." Amity finished, shocking 
Xander. 


"What? No!" 

"Fine. Then | guess you won't be calling me 'Mittens'." After she 
looks away, Xander growls in annoyance for a moment before giving 
a sigh of defeat. 

"Fine. You can call me... 'Xanny'." 


Amity then gained a proud smile. "Thank you, Xanny." 


Ignoring the blush he got from hearing Amity use his nickname, he 
returned the smile. "You're welcome... Mittens." Hearing that, Amity 


then held the book in front of her mouth to hide the little smile she 
had accompanied by the blush. 


[Ryuji] 


With the sun rising above our heads, me and Luz made our way out 
of Bonesborough and back to the Owl House, both of us happy to be 
back home. 


"Well, that was an eventful night with some rewards." | said as we 
reached the front door. "Now we both befriended our rivals and you 
managed to do it like Ruby did with Weiss." 


"Yeah. I'm not so sure we're friends yet, but | think we found some 
common ground." Luz said with a smile. "Thanks for coming with me, 
Ryuji." 

"No problem." | said, returning the smile. "Now, don't know about 
you, but I'm gonna sleep like a rock." 


"Here, let me get the door." Luz said as she then opened it up and 
we walked inside. 


"Mom! Juni! King! We're... home?" | said before me and Luz looked 
over to the couch and smiled upon seeing Mom holding the Bat 
Queen's babies in her arms with Juniper beside her and King in my 
sister's lap, all five of them sleeping soundly. 


"Awww!" Luz cooed, finding this adorable. 


"Looks like my mom isn't so rusty on parenting after all." | said as | 
slowly closed the door. 


"Hoot! Hoot!" Hooty shouted as he suddenly open the door and 
pushed me into Luz who then helped me to my feet. 


"Hooty, what the hell!?" | said right before | saw a large creature who 
resembled much of the babies my mom, my sister, and King were 
taking care of, but with the head of a woman with gray lips and long 
black hair as its body. This surprised me and Luz. 


"Whoa! You must be Mama." Luz guessed. 


"Yi-Yi! Mama is |. And | is the Bat Queen." The demon told us before 
she began to whistle, calling her babies who then woke up and 
happily flew into her hair. "Ah, snuggle dumplings." The Bat Queen 
then gagged up a big red chest which | then opened up with my 
magic to find a whole bunch of gold coins before spitting up a whistle 
with a skull on it which | then caught in my hands. "For troubles. Your 
mama is owed one, young Frank." 


"Wait, how did you..." | said with surprise. 


"Your father visit me many times, told me much about your family." 
Bat Queen told me. "Which is how | knew babies would be in good 
care of Eda." 


"Oh, it was no trouble at all, Bat Queen." | said to her with a bow. 
"And, seeing how my mom was sleeping with your kids snuggled 
around her, she was happy to so." With that, Bat Queen then 
squeezed herself out and flew away. "Goodbye! Take care!" With 
that, | then went ahead and gently closed the door. 


"Ah. Sweet babies." Mom said as she, Juniper, and King woke up 
and were surprised to find the bat babies gone. "Babies? Where are 
the babies?" 


"Oh, Bat Queen came by and picked them up." | told the three. "It's 
already tomorrow." 


"Oh, right. Forgot about that." Mom said as she remembered it. 


"Awww! | just taught Juni Junior how to pick locks." Juniper said with 
depression. 


"Well, it looks like your night turned out to be very successful." Luz 
spoke up as she gestured to the chest. "Look at all that money you 
made." 


"And Bat Queen just gave us a special calling whistle for when we 
want her to return the favor she owes us now." | said as | went up 
and gave my mom the whistle. "Though we'll need to wash it first 
since she carried it in her mouth." 

"Yeah, that's great, kiddo." Mom said in a sad tone. 

"Already miss the little trio?" | asked her. 

"Yeah." Mom told me. "While | didn't like getting back into that sort of 
thing, taking care of those babies reminded me of how it was raising 
Ben and Juni, of how happy | was to have them in my lives. Sure, | 
didn't like the curse being passed onto them or you, but having you 


all in my arms back then showed me what was great about being a 
mom. But what's done is done and we got paid." 


"| miss my babies!" King cried as he leaped into Mom's arms. 
"So how was your night?" Mom asked me and Luz. 
"Yeah, and why do you look so worn out, DK?" Juniper put in. 


"Oh, our night just got a little crazy for us at the library." | said. "Long 
story. We'll tell you later after we get some rest." 


"Yeah, short version: our night was good, then got bad, then maybe 
ended good." Luz added right before Hooty spoke up. 


"Hey, you wanna hear about my night?" 
"No!" Me, Mom, and Luz said at once. 


"That's not a thing anyone ever wants!" King put in. 


"Stay out of this, Hooty!" Juniper told the house demon, making him 
close the door. 


"Anyway, | thought you might get like this." | said before | then gave 
her a book titled Coping with Empty Nest Syndrome, the cover of the 
book having a little bird in a nest. "So | got you this. Uncle Luke told 
me this sort of advice helped Dad when Big Bro moved out of the 
house." 


"Heh. Thanks, kiddo." Mom said as she gave me a grateful smile. 


"Now, if anyone needs me, l'Il be crashed out on my bed." | said as | 
then walked up to my room upstairs. 


"And | better take a shower. Might have something from all the chaos 
I'll probably need to wash off." Juniper said as she followed behind 
me. 


[No one's view] 


After the two left, Eda hummed in thought for a moment as she tried 
to make sure her twin children were out of ear range. Thinking back 
to when she was looking after the Bat Queen's children, Eda saw it 
remind her of all the good times she had while raising her oldest son 
and only daughter. Sure, she enjoyed it more when she raised Ben 
with Axel and wished she could've been there to raise Ryuji, but she 
still enjoyed Juniper nonetheless. She didn't know why, but the 
experience she had babysitting sort of made the Owl Lady feel the 
one thing she hadn't felt in a long time: the joy of taking care of 
children. With hearing doors closed, Eda then gained a smile and 
raised an eyebrow at Luz. 


"You know, even while seperated, Axel made sure | would be in the 
know of how Ryuji and Ben were doing and | would do the same with 
Juni." Eda said, getting Luz's attention. "Best way we did it was by 
sharing copies of pictures we took of them as they grew up. Sure, | 
wasn't into taking photos like that, but Juni is our only daughter so it 
wouldn't be fair if her own dad wasn't able to see her grow up, even 


if it was only with pictures. Not sure if it's just me being a mom or 
Axel rubbing off on me, but | actually kept a photo album of all my 
kids growing up. Seeing as to how those two are busy upstairs..." 
She dug in her hair and pulled out a big, red book. "Wanna see Ryuji 
and Juni's baby pictures?" Her apprentice merely squealed as she 
nodded her head excitedly before they were surprised by the twins' 
voices echoing from upstairs. 


"Mom, no!" Ryuji shouted as he overheard what his mother said. 
"Don't even think about it!" Juniper added. 


Unknown to any of them, Cameron was by the window and chuckled 
upon hearing what was going on in the Owl House. 


"That human really has done some good for ya, Auntie E." Cameron 
said to himself. "Both you and my cousins. Hopefully, she can do the 
same for Xanny and his girl." With that, Cameron then used spell 
circles on his back and made a pair of dragon wings like Xander's, 
only his having orange replacing the light blue. From doing so, 
Cameron then took off into the air and flew away out of sight. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Okay, well, that's one night at the library I'll never forget and what 
happened is something I'm not gonna miss out on the next Wailing 
Star meteor shower. While the plan with befriending Emira and Edric 
didn't work out like we planned, we did learn more about Xander and 
Amity's relationship with each other and probably got Amity to open 
up to us more. Me and Luz had got to learn that we had more in 
common with our rivals than we thought and connect with them. Not 
only that, but I also learned that Xander had a big bro like me. Not 
sure what exactly what sort of complications between the brothers is, 
but I'm glad that | met one older sibling looking out for their younger 
sibling, unlike the Blight Twins who I now know to watch out for after 
the hell we all went through tonight. Not sure whether or not Xander 
and Amity will be friends with me and Luz just yet, but | do believe 


we are making progress toward that. All that | can say is that the 
path toward befriending the two seems to be much clearer now. DK 
out! 


Author's Note: Hey, guys! | hope you all like the new chapter. Well, 
it seems that Ryuji and Luz had one heck of a time at the library, 
huh? There might have been a few bumps along the way thanks to 
the Blight Twins, but it does appear that Luz has managed to get 
Amity to warm up to her and the possibility of them being friends now 
seems more possible and Ryuji had even gotten Xander to open up 
and help Ryuji and Luz understand their rivals better. In any case, it 
seems as though the Dragon Kid and his human friend might just be 
able to befriend their rivals. By the way, the cover for the RWBY 
comic Ryuji haves is "RWBY #6 Team RWBY Cover". Also Cameron 
Duskerman is voiced by Sebastian Fitzner. In the next chapter, the 
residents of the Owl House try to see what it is like to spend the day 
in each other's shoes. That's all | got for now. Don't forget to leave a 
comment to tell me what you think of it. See you all in the next 
chapter! 


Chapter 8: Once Upon a Swap 


Chapter 8: Once Upon a Swap 


Spending the day in Bonesborough, a few days had passed since 
the incident at the library where me and Luz got Xander to open up 
and Amity to warm up to us. Like | had promised, | lent Xander my 
copy of Volume Ten of the Black Clover series, something my cousin 
was grateful for. Though he didn't show it in public, | could tell he 
was absolutely excited to read the next volume he had been missing 
out on. Right now, it was a normal day with me and the gang working 
at Mom's "human collectibles" stand, the only problem being that not 
very many people were out and about which meant the entire day 
was most likely gonna be slow. Like always, Juniper was sleeping 
under the table that we used as a counter. Luz was busy making 
something that she said was a surprise for my mom who was in the 
tent to check the inventory. All the while, | was watching King trying 
to get one of the flags on a decoration line above us after | made a 
bet with him that he couldn't do it. The little demon had been on the 
table for what seemed like an hour, trying to jump up and reach one 
of the flags that were hanging over him. | knew he wouldn't be able 
to do it because of his small size, but it was pretty fun to see him try, 
even when he fell off to the side. 


"Stupid flag!" The demon cried out as he lay there and | gave a 
chuckle. 


"| see you two are having fun." Luz said as | saw her come up while 
carrying a wooden ladder along with a wooden sign. 


"Hey, Luz." | greeted her before | then noticed the sign. "What do you 
got there?" 


"My little gift to your mom." Luz said as she put the ladder up and 
climbed up to the stand's sign. "Been a little slow around here, but 
I've got just the thing to attract customers." After strapping her sign 


on top of the other, she taped on it and it began to light up, revealing 
she had carved a few Light Glyphs into it. "And who doesn't like their 
name in lights?" Pretty soon, the new sign made the original gain a 
much flashier look. There was also a carving of my mom's face at 
the top right corner which, not sure how Luz was able to do it, hada 
winking animation like one of those neon signs you usually see late 
at night 


"Eda the Owl Lady's Human Collectibles?" | said as | read what the 
two signs said put together. 


"Yep!" Luz happily said as she stepped down the ladder. "What do 
you think? Is it too subtle?" 


"Does subtle mean ugly?" A familiar voice asked, making me and 
Luz turn around to see a certain three-eyed witch with two of her 
posy. Instead of being smart, Luz greeted them like normal. 


"Hi, Boscha! Hexidians!" Luz greeted the three, ignoring the 
comment as she was too proud of her work. "See anything you like?" 


"Yeah, didn't think | see you looking around here to shop." | said to 
the trio. 


"What? Ew! No." Boscha said before she made her scroll appear. 
"I'm just here to take an ironic Penstagram next to your weird, 
flashing trash sign." Using it like a cellphone, the witch took photos 
while doing poses, ignoring the change of expression from Luz. 


"It's not funny, Boscha." Luz said, annoyed by Boscha's antics. 


"What are you going to do?" She asked, using a taunting tone. "Spit 
your human venom on me?" 


"You have venom?" King asked with surprise. "Quick, Luz! Start 
melting faces!" 


"Even if | could, it's not worth it." Luz said to King as she kneeled 
down next to him. "You wouldn't understand how to handle teens like 
her." 


"Yeah, and we don't actually do that. It's just an expression." | said to 
him before talking to Boscha. "Besides, | think there's been enough 
venom-spitting around here, thank you. Honestly, if you came here 
just to insult us, then mind taking your business elsewhere?" 


"Oh, | don't mean anything bad about you." Boscha said as she put 
her elbows on the table and held her head in her hands. "You're not 
trash at all." 


[No one's view] 


From hearing this, Luz growled at Boscha with a pout of annoyance 
at the witch flirting with Ryuji, this being unnoticed by the trio and her 
hybrid friend. 


[Ryuji] 


"Stand aside, Ryuji!" King said as | looked down to see him walk up 
to the table. "I'll show you what to do!" He jumped onto the table 
before giving a declaration while trying to look intimidating. "Tremble 
before me, teens!" 


"Oh, he's so cute!" Boscha cooed before she grabbed hold of King, 
holding him close before she took another Penstagram photo of 
herself with the small demon. "How much?" 

"Excuse me?" | asked her in confusion as King struggled to get free. 


"How much do you want for this little guy?" Boscha told me. "I have 
to own him." 


"He's not for sale!" | said before King kicked her in the face and 
jumped back onto the table. 


"Yeah, and you couldn't afford me, sister." The little demon said while 
waving a claw, Boscha and her crew cooing at finding this adorable 
and annoying King. "No, don't 'Awww' me! Fear me!" 


"King, just give it up." | told King, knowing his efforts in scaring the 
trio was a waste of time. "You're clearly not that intimidating." 


"| smell an easy mark." Hearing my mom's voice, | turned to see she 
had poked her head out from the tent before rushing out and jumping 
over the table to Boscha. "Hey, kid! Can | offer you the latest 
fashions from..." With a spell circle and a puff of smoke, Mom 
instantly dressed herself in a whole bunch of random clothes to 
create the weirdest assemble. "The human realm?" 


"That junk? Yeah, no." Boscha replied back while her goons laughed. 


"Yeah, that's some big talk coming from you!" Juniper called out as 
she stood beside me. 


"Uh, sorry. What did you say?" Boscha said as she glared at my 
sister. 


"I'm just saying that for someone who doesn't have much for her to 
brag about, you have a really big mouth." My twin told her. 


"And what is that supposed to mean?" Boscha asked, looking 
annoyed. 


"Do you really want me to point it out, Three-eyes?" Juniper said to 
her. "Well, for starters, you pretty much had been nothing but talking 
like a brat and you're clearly a Potions Track student, which is the 
lamest track to be in." Gaining a smug smile, Juniper then crossed 
her arms under her chest, placing her boobs over them. "Plus, you 
tried to flirt with my bro even though you're as flat as a board. Not 
really much to flaunt there." With gaining a blush, Boscha covered 
her chest by crossing her arms over it before she then growled at my 
sister. 


"Oh, yeah? Well, you... you..." Boscha said to her. "Okay, | don't 
have a good comeback, but | Know that I'm better than you! Come 
on, guys!" With that, Boscha then marched off while mumbling to 
herself, her posse following behind her. 


"Nice work, Juni." Mom said as she returned to her usual attire. 
"| learn from the best." Juniper said to her. 


"Well, | officially hate that girl." Mom bluntly said, pointing towards 
the three-eyed head of the trio. 


"Same." Juniper added. 


"Well, Mom, you have to admit that the way you presented the 
merchandise here didn't really make it all so good." | spoke up. 


"Yeah. No offense, Mom, but that whole outfit made no sense at all." 
Juniper put in. "Especially to teens like us." 


"Yeah, teens can be sour, but I'm a little sweetie." Luz said before 
she then pointed up at the sign she made. "Look what | made you!" 


"Luz!" Mom said as she freaked out from seeing the sign, hopping 
onto the table as she went to try and pry it off. 


"Did | spell something wrong? Or did | spell something right?" She 
punned as her teacher pulled it off. 


"Stop that." Mom said as she got the sign down and whipped off the 
light orbs that made it light up before she then put the sign down. "In 
case you forgot, Luz, me and Juni are kinda... on the run! 
Remember?" Mom pulled out hers and Juniper's wanted posters with 
that last part. 


"She's right, you know." Juniper said as Mom rolled up the wanted 
posters. "It's a nice idea, but hanging something like that out would 
attract a whole bunch of mosquitos and, by mosquitos, | mean 
guards." 


"See? Even Juni gets it." Mom said as she caressed her daughter's 
head, feeling proud seeing her child had some smarts in her. 


"Well, | don't see anyone right now." Luz said putting King on the 
table. "Maybe you're both being just paranoid. Plus you and Juni are 
powerful witches. Why hide when you can 'poof' all your problems 
away with magic?" 


"It's not as easy as you think, Luz." | said to my friend. "Sure, my 
mom and sis can be able to handle their own, but it won't be the 
case all the time. The Emperor's Coven has been after them for quite 
some time and it's only a matter of time before they figure out a way 
to capture them both without any trouble. It's best to just keep a low 
profile than to just basically call every guard around here right to us." 


"Don't waste your time. What does Luz know about problems 
anyway?" King spoke up. "All she has is dumb, normal teen drama. 
She doesn't understand how hard some of us have it." 


"Really? You're pampered all day like a damn baby." Mom 
sarcastically said. "How hard is that life?" 


"Well, | don't know if you realized, but I'm not a baby!" The little 
demon said, screaming out that last part. 


"So what? You're a midget?" Juniper said in an amused tone, seizing 
the chance to make fun of King with a smirk. 


"Shut up, Juniper!" King said. 


"Well, it doesn't help that you act like a baby most of the time." | put 
in. 


"My life is a living nightmare!" King yelled out. 


"By the way, DK," Juniper said as | turned to her. "I get why Mom 
doesn't do it as much, but how come you don't use your magic?" 


"What do you mean by that?" | asked my twin. 


"| mean, why don't you use your magic for dealing with things like 
Boscha?" She said to me. "You don't have to save your magic like 
Mom does, so you could have taught that girl a lesson." 


"Using my magic against a bully? No way." 
"Hey, you did it before when you scared her." 
"That was just a harmless prank." 


"Well, what about those bullies back in the human realm? Didn't you 
use magic on them?" 


"Yeah, after they pushed me to that. I've grown to tolerate things like 
that, so | don't blow up and get all feral dragon." 


"Yeah, but that doesn't mean you can't use magic." 


"Actually, it does. Listen, Dad taught me that using magic like that is 
not in any way right. You have to be more responsible with it. Plus, if 
| wanted to use my powers to intimidate, | would use my dragon 
powers for it. Because of the curse, | can't, not even if | wanted to 
just change my hand into a claw. Not that | expect you to 
understand." 


"What is that supposed to mean?" 


"Seriously? You are cursed like me, yet you have more control over 
the powers you got than | do. You can bring out a flame whenever 
you want without any problems while | have to be afraid of evena 
finger turning draconic!" 


"Whoa, hey! You think | have it any easier than you do? My flames 
aren't that easy to control. | have problems keeping that under 
wraps." 


"Doesn't seem like it." | sourly said. 


"Bro, I'm serious! You got it easier. All you have to do is drink an elixir 
every morning and you can start a day without worry." 


"Easier? | highly doubt that." 
"It's true! | would kill to have your curse right now!" 


"Seriously? You wouldn't last a day of my cursed life!" With that, me 
and my twin then glared at each other. 


"You wouldn't last an hour of mine!" She snapped at me. 
"Okay, enough, you two." Mom said as she pushed me and Juniper 
away from each other. "Now it seems we all believe that each of us 


has it easier. There's one thing to do when friends can't see eye-to- 
eye." 


"Hug each other till we pass out?" Luz questioned as she then pulled 
King into a hug. 


"Fight to the death!" King suggested. 
"Obviously neither of those." Juniper said in a flat tone. 


"Mom, | don't think there's any way of resolving this unless we each 
actually know what the other goes through." | said. 


"Actually, there is." Mom said to me. "Two words: Body swap!" 
"What?" Me and my twin said at the same time, confused by this. 


"Are you sure you don't shoot venom?" King asked, not liking what 
my mom suggested. 


"Yeah, | love a good body swap." Mom said with a smile. "It's like 
demonic possession with the ones you love." 


"Wait, you want me and Juni to switch bodies?" | asked, surprised by 
this. "That's actually possible?" 


"Are you that surprised?" Juniper told me. "The Boiling Isles is full of 
freaky stuff like that." 


"Mom, I'm not so sure that's a good idea." | said with worry. "I mean, 
switching bodies with my twin sister seems dangerous and..." 
Looking to see Juniper's smug face, | was now disturbed as much as 
concerned, "maybe twisted." 


"Ha! | told you couldn't be me." Juniper proudly said. 


"Hey, I'm just saying this sort of thing doesn't seem like the best way 
for us to figure out who has the harder life." | said. 


"You sure you're not just being a chicken?" 
| scowled at that comment. "Hey, I'm no chicken." 


"Really? 'Cause you sound like one right now." She then started 
clucking as she began taunting me which actually worked after a 
moment. 


"Okay! That's it! Mom, switch us!" | angrily said. 


"Alright then." Mom said as she then got to where she was facing me 
and my twin and standing in front of King and Luz before using both 
hands to spin her staff. "From bottom to top, let's have a body swap!" 
With that, her staff gave a bright yellow flash that only covered me 
and Juniper for a brief moment before we found ourselves in a 
yellow mist. 


"Aah! | can't see!" | said as | walked around until | bumped into 
something. When the mist cleared, | saw | bumped into a mirror and 
was shocked when | saw my reflection. "Whoa! I'm actually in 
Juniper's body!" It was true as | saw Juniper's reflection in the mirror 
but with my eyes instead of hers with a golden yellow eye on the 
right and a silver gray eye on the left. 


"And I'm in yours." Juniper proudly stated as | saw my body walk 
over with a smirk and the reversed set of eyes of my own before my 
sister feel my torso. "And | got to say, didn't know you were so fit." 
She then lifted my shirt to reveal the abs | had underneath. "No way! 
You got a six-pack too?" 


"Hey, I'm a warrior. | keep myself fit." | said, making her let go of the 
shirt and slip back down. 


"Where'd you find the time to do that?" my twin asked me. 


"| wake up early in the morning." | told her. "Part of the training 
schedule | grew up with Dad and Big Bro." 


"Okay, now that we're swapped, let's set the stakes." 


"Yeah, we go about today in each other's bodies and whoever has it 
easier wins." 


"And whoever loses by having it harder..." Juniper thought for a 
moment before she got an idea and gave a sinister smirk. "Cleans 
the Owl House by themselves for a whole week! And you know what 
that means." | shivered as | knew cleaning the Owl House also 
meant cleaning Hooty who practically covers himself in mud every 
day and makes it a real challenge considering how long he can get. 


"Alright, deal." With that, the two of us shook hands, setting the bet. 


"This is gonna be easy." My twin said with confidence after we broke 
the shake. "Give me whatever throws at you and I'll take it like a 
man." 


"And I'll take whatever you get like the girl who clearly doesn't know 
how easy she has it without having the true hardships of living with a 
curse." 


"Whoa! This is so cool!" Luz said as we both turned to see her smile 
at us in awe. "This is like Freaky Friday, but on a Saturday." 


"Yeah, | actually do feel like I'm living that movie right now." | said 
before Mom spoke up. 


"And we're gonna be joining them for the ride!" Mom then pulled King 
and Luz over to her. 


"Wait, maybe we should think about this..." Luz said before Mom 
interrupted her, have been doing her spell while my friend was 
talking. 


"Body swap!" Mom said as she then used her staff and we watched 
as the spell took effect with the stand getting caught in the yellow 
mist again. 


"Did it work? | need a mirror!" | heard Luz say right before | saw 
someone run past me and smack into the mirror before falling to the 
ground, leaving a lipstick kiss on it. "Found one!" After the mist 
quickly disappeared, | looked to see that the one who bumped into 
the mirror was my mom who was now talking like Luz as she rubbed 
her head. "Aah! That hurt." 


"Luz?" | said with surprise as | saw it was my friend in my mom's 
body before helping her up to her feet while Juniper cleaned the 
makeup on the mirror. 


"Yeah, it's me." Luz said to me. "Did the spell work?" 


"See for yourself." Juniper said as she motioned to the mirror, Luz 
gasping in surprise from seeing my mom in it. 


"Oh, my gosh! It worked!" Luz said as she looked herself over with 
her hazel eyes. "I'm Eda! I'm so old and my ears are so pointy!" It 
was just then that her body came up with her hair pulled back and 
the eyes of a familiar little demon, making her more excited. "Dios 
Mio, it's me!" 


"Yeah, it is." Her body said, the way it talking revealing that was King 
in there. "I'm the human now. Bow before my massive, meaty 


hands!" 


"Wait, if Luz is in Mom's body and King's in Luz's body, then that 
means..." Juniper said before we heard Mom clear her throat and 
saw King's body standing there with one leg extended out and both 
paws on the hips along with the golden eyes of the Owl Lady herself. 


"How do | look?" Mom said from within King's body. 
"You look... good." Juniper said, unsure how to feel about this. 
"I'm got... some very confusing emotions right now." King spoke up. 


"You and me both, brother." | said, having the same feeling he had 
about all this. 


"Okay, here's the deal." Mom spoke up as she walked over to the 
edge of the table. "Like with the twins, we'll each spend the day in 
our new bodies. Whoever proves who's got the easier life gets out of 
house-cleaning duties and you know what that means." Luz and 
King shivered from no doubt knowing it meant cleaning Hooty. 


"Won't be me." King proudly said. "Life as a teen is a tyrant's dream!" 
"How's that?" | asked, not sure where he was getting at. 


"Because teens like you can be easily influenced, especially by 
another teen." King told me. "By the end of the day, l'Il be ruling over 
your feeble demographic!" 


"Well, I've got magic." Luz said before she crossed her arms in 
confidence. "Eda, don't be too mad when you're inventory's gone 
and the guards are none the wiser." After making a spell circle, | 
watched as the blast she made sent her straight to the ground. 


"Ha! That's cute." Mom waved it off before she then jumped off the 
table. "Just don't get into too much trouble." She then walked away. 
"If you need me, I'll be getting pampered on a vacation fit for a king!" 


"My life's not a joke!" King pointedly told her before turning to Luz 
with an amused smile. "But yours is! Bap!" With a tap to Luz on the 
nose, King then tried to run off with a giggle. 


"Hold it right there!" Juniper said as she grabbed King by the hood 
and pulled him back. "You're not going anywhere without me." 


"What?" King said in disgust. 


"King, you don't know how to act like a teen. | do." Juniper said to 
him. "Somebody has to make sure you don't make a fool of yourself 
and look more like a regular teen. Can't really rule over any other 
teens if you don't know how to approach like one, right?" 


"Huh. Good point." King said to her. "I guess | could also use a 
bodyguard." 


"Good." Juniper said before she then turned to me as | helped Luz 
up. "You want to join us, DK?" 


"No, I'm gonna hang back here. Somebody has stay here to help Luz 
with the stand." | told my twin. "Besides, | think it would be better if 
we spent the day apart, figuring out how to work with our new bodies 
by ourselves." 


"Hey, you're right." Juniper said before she then took out my Saisho. 
"I bet | can figure out how to use this bad boy in a snap!" 


"Careful with the Saisho, sis!" | told her. "That's a powerful, Star- 
Rank weapon. It's not a toy." 


"Don't worry. Nothing bad is gonna happen to your sword." Juniper 
said as she put the sword away before turning to King. "Come on, 
King! Let's go rock the lives of DK and his girlfriend!" 

"Yeah! Let's do it!" King added before the two ran off. 


"She's not my girlfriend!" | told them before turning to Luz who was 
twiddling her fingers with a slight blush on her face. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Okay, | am seriously getting mixed emotions right now. My best 
friend in the world is now in my mom's body. | would be lying if | said 
| didn't feel a little grossed out by this. The reason for that is 
because... well, between you and me, | may have a little... crush on 
Luz. | won't be going into much detail with that. That's something for 
another time. But having the girl for which | have feelings for being in 
the body of the woman who literally birthed me is not really a 
comfortable experience. But, for Luz's sake as well as to win the bet 
with my sister, | have to suck it up. | especially have to suck up 
feeling so top-heavy now that | got my sis' big rack on me. Anyway, 
at the end of the day, we all ended up with our own tales to give 
about how it spending it in our new bodies had gone. I've even came 
up with names for each story given by each of us. The first one was 
my mom's as she told us her day of getting babied like King did, a 
tale which I call "Eda's Cute-tastrophe". 


[No one's view] 


After walking for a while, Eda decided to add more to her new look 
by taking a pair of red-framed sunglasses and putting them over 
King's skull. Walking through the streets, Eda smiled upon hearing 
the comments of people who cooed and gushed over her new cute 
appearance, waving to them as she accepted all the attention King 
hated. 


"Look at the little baby!" 
"Oh, how adorable!" 
"Stop right there!" Hearing that voice, Eda was shocked as she 


turned around and saw a Coven Guard accompanied by what looked 
like a dog with four muzzles not too far behind her. 


"A Coven Guard." Eda said to herself as the canine-like creature 
walked over and sniffed her, giving a slight growl as its owner came 
over. 


"You thought you could get away with it, didn't you?" the guard said 
to Eda. 


"Wait, y-you know who | am?" Eda said with a little worry. 


"Of course | do. You're..." The guard said before he gushed at her. 
"The cutest little angel I've ever seen. Who wants a lolly?" Though 
surprised even when he offered her a lollipop, Eda regained her joy 
as she then took the lollipop. 


"Ha! That's more like it." Eda said as the canine started sniffing her 
again before she taunted it in a sing-song voice, tapping it on one of 
the snouts. "You got nothing!" With a laugh, Eda then walked off to 
continue her day. "Phew! Being King is a walk in the park. I'm gonna 
win this bet for sure." 


"Oh, Dottie!" Cooed a voice. "Look at this lost little dumpling!" 


"Weh?" Eda instinctually said as she stopped and looked up to see 
two elderly witches looking down at her. 


They both had gray hair and were dressed in red dresses with white 
collars, sleeves with diagonal stripes of light blue and pink, and 
yellow aprons with what looked like a head of a cute, demon duck. 
The one who spoke was the witch on Eda's left who's hair was 
spiked up as she had pale green eyes and wore red heart-shaped 
earrings and the witch standing beside her who had been revealed 
to be Dottie wore red-framed glasses and a white hood that left both 
her ears and tuff of her gray hair out in front. 


"Come here, little one." The witch said as she bent down to Eda. 


"What's that?" Eda said as she was then picked up. "Hey, put me 
down, you creeps!" 


"Oh, poor baby." The witch said as she cradled Eda. "Do you need a 
snack?" 


"No, | don't need you..." Before she could protest, the witch 
scratched her stomach which Eda enjoyed. "Oh, tummy scratches. 
You know what? | wouldn't mind a little snack. Take me away, 
ladies!" With that, the two witches then walked off with Eda and took 
her to a small café building with a pink said with "Cutie Café" written 
on it in white, capital letters. 


"Welcome to our Cutie Café!" the witch said as she and Dottie 
entered the building with Eda, an assortment of cute and adorable 
demons all around the patrons of the café enjoying their time being 
around them. "A little safe haven for cherubs like you." 


"Ugh! What hot mess is going down here?" Eda asked with disgust 
at the sight of it. 


"You see, precious cargo like you should be taken care of. Boop!" 
The witch said with a gentle poke to Eda's snout as Dottie closed the 
door before the witches walked over to the other side of the café. "All 
you have to worry about is how many belly rubs you want or how 
many tasty num-nums you're gonna eat." 


"Okay, my creep alarm is ringing, but | can't argue with num-nums." 
Eda said as she was placed into a crib and she then took a cupcake 
given to her by Dottie. 


"This place is a safe place. A place clean from the outside world." 
The witch said before she then motioned to a sign that said "No 
Teens A-meow-ed" hung on the wall behind her. "And those 
teenagers who filth it." She then pats Eda on the head. "You have a 
good nap, my dearest. Dottie and me just have to get you something 
from the back. We'll be right back." With that, the two witches then 
went to a room in the back of the café, the door having a chalkboard 
sign that had "Employees Only" written on it. 


"Ha! Being adorable is the life." Eda said before she yawned. "Think 
I'll take that nap." After fluffing her pillow, Eda then laid down in the 
crib and fell asleep. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Seems like my mom is having a good time at that café, huh? Well, 
she's going to find that being cute like that isn't all that it's cracked up 
to be. While she's busy with her nap, we'll move on to our next story 
where my twin will try to prove that using my magic for petty things 
isn't so bad and King tries to make his day as a teenager. | call this 
story of theirs "King and Juni's Brush with Death". 


Out in a different part of Bonesborough, King was using Luz's body 
to jump for one of the flags on the flag line hanging above him with 
Juniper standing beside him as she watched him with a nonchalant 
look. 


"King, is this really the time for this?" Juniper flatly asked him. 


"Yes! By claiming this flag, I'll be ready to build my army of teens!" 
King said just as he managed to rip a flag off. "Ha! Not so high and 
mighty anymore!" He then threw the flag on the ground. "I feel so 
alive!" King then tumbled back right into a nearby garbage can which 
he struggled to get out of as he sat up. 


"King, stop fooling around!" Juniper said as she pulled off the 
trashcan and tossed it away. "We only got the end of today to prove 
Luz and DK we can do their lives better than them and the only way 
we're gonna do that is by finding Boscha and her little minions and 
showing them who's boss." She then began looking around as King 
picked himself up. "Now if | were a brat like her, where would I..." 
Just then a balloon splattered beside them, a couple of tentacles 
popping out of the puddle it made. 


"Oh, no! Aah!" King yelled out as he then jumped to dodge a tentacle 
and cling to Juniper. "The flag! It seeks revenge!" 


"King, get off me!" Juniper snapped at him. "As much as | love a 
couple of knockers on my head, you're way too big and heavy for me 
to carry you like this!" With that, Juniper then uses a magic circle to 
get King off her. "Besides, that's a silly flag. Look." Pointing over to 
where another balloon splattered in front of a passing warlock, a 
couple of tentacles popping out of the puddle and grabbing him. 


"Help me! I'm a delicate man!" the warlock said in fear. 


"Whoa! What was that?" King said before he and Juniper heard 
some laughter and looked towards a far-off cliff and saw two familiar 
teenage witches on it with a shack behind them. 


"Teenagers. Come on!" Juniper said as she tried to cast a spell on 
herself and tried to run only to slip and fall flat on the ground, 
causing King to laugh at her. "Okay, can't Wind Dash my way up 
there." She then picked herself up. "Guess we'll do this the old 
fashion way." 


After a while of traveling, Juniper and King managed to climb up to 
the top of the cliff and were able to sneak past the two teenagers 
who were too busy throwing water balloons down at the town. 


"Take this, society!" Said one of the teens who takes out a water 
balloon only to accidentally pop it on himself. "Oh, no." Right then, a 
tentacle popped out of the puddle below him and held him up high 
off the ground. 


Reaching over to the small shack with two different signs tied 
together to say "Treasure Shack" behind the teens, Juniper and King 
peeked under the tarp to find Boscha and two other witch teenagers 
with one of them being a warlock who had purple sleeves and 
stockings wearing red shoes with wings on them and the other being 
a witch with green sleeves and stockings. The room they were in 
was littered with all sorts of items common for teens to have such as 


the many posters hanging on the walls, a couple of speakers, and 
even a guitar. Boscha was sitting in a beanbag chair beside a 
window with her fellow witch laying on the floor, the two looking at 
their scrolls while the other warlock hanged upside down a bit off the 
floor. 


"Ugh! Just give up." Boscha bluntly told the struggling warlock. 


"No! | swear | can do a sit-up!" The warlock said to her in defiance. 
"I'm just having a bad day." 


"Yeah, sure you can." Boscha said as she and the other witch posed 
around the warlock, the three-eyed witch taking a picture. 


"Okay, King. You ready to show these teens who's boss?" Juniper 
quietly said to the demon. 


"Yeah. I'll show Luz how to rule over these doofuses." King said 
before they backed away from the curtain before Juniper pulled it 
aside and let the demon jump inside the shack, crouching down with 
one hand on the floor. "Greetings!" Using her magic, Juniper then 
made King stand up. "Greetings and bow before the human and your 
new king!" Caught by surprise, the warlock then fell down to the 
ground. 


"Hey, no one tells us what to do!" the warlock said. "Especially me!" 
"Shut it!" Boscha snapped at him. 
"Sorry, Boscha." The warlock said, cowering a bit. 


"Update: DK at the Treasure Shack with a loser friend." Boscha said 
as she stood up and texted with her scroll. 


"Yoink!" Juniper said as she then took Boscha's scroll, creating a 
shield to keep Boscha away. "P.S. Tried to flirt with DK while | have a 
flat chest and got burned by his awesome sister. Hashtag 


Embarrassing! Send." Tossing the scroll back to Boscha, Juniper 
laughed as she walked over to stand beside King. 


"That's pretty ballsy, dude." The warlock said as he hovered over to 
Juniper. 


"Hey, gotta let the people know." Juniper said with a shrug. 


"Okay, | was going to let you stay here, but now | change my mind." 
Boscha angrily said to the two. "You two can't be here!" 


"Yeah, get lost, you goody, two-shoes!" the warlock said. 


"Goody, two-shoes, huh?" King said as he then swiped the shoes 
from the warlock, making him fall to the floor. After putting on the 
shoes, King then flew out of the shack and took the bag full of water 
balloons, the teens following him outside with Juniper using the 
Saisho to cut the tentacle holding the warlock before putting it away 
as he then landed on his fellow warlock. "Hey, dweebs! Under my 
command, you can learn how to do some real damage!" 


With King tossing the bag over to them, Juniper then stepped up and 
quickly created a spell circle before kicking at it to use a blast of wind 
to send the whole bag far into Bonesborough, a huge mass of 
tentacles erupting where it landed. 


"All hail your new teen king!" King said as he then slowly turned from 
the tentacles to look down upon the teens. 


"Okay, | didn't like her telling me what to do before, but now | love it." 
The warlock said as he and the two witches looked at King in awe, 
Juniper smugly turning to Boscha who then glared at her. 


"So what do you say?" Juniper spoke up. "Let's go do some 
revolting!" 


Cheering out, Boscha's pose then went on to follow King and 
Juniper, the two witches who happened to be wearing winged shoes 


flying off with King while the warlock ran with Juniper to catch up to 
the three. 


"Hold up, | did not give you permission to leave!" Boscha pointedly 
said. 


"Sorry, looks like they want to hang with the cool cats!" Juniper said 
to Boscha. "Later, bitch!" Boscha then growled in frustration from 
losing her group's loyalty. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


And it looks like Juniper and King have really got some respect from 
the people Boscha's surrounds herself with. While | will admit I find 
that impressive, those two are gonna learn that keeping that kind of 
respect as a teen isn't always the easiest. Finally, we go back to me 
and Luz as we run the stand with Luz using Eda's magic to help 
attract customers and me helping get control of it. This story is called 
"Ryuji and Luz's Magic Deals". 


[Ryuji] 


After helping Luz back up, I then tried to help her get used to my 
mom's body. After managing to help her get a little more control with 
the magic as to where she didn't knock herself to the ground again, 
we then moved on to get her adjusted to the one thing most women 
have to learn to deal with: walking in heels. 


"Okay, I think I got it this time." Luz said as she closed her eyes and 
strutted away. "And strut, and strut, and strut." 


"Doing good, Luz." | said to her before she tripped on something and 
landed on top of a few boxes, knocking off a lamp that was sitting on 
top of them. Concerned for her, | then rushed over to her. "You okay, 
Luz?" 


"Yeah, I'm fine." Luz said as she sat up before motioning to the 
boots. "How does your mom wear these things?" 


"Don't worry. It's your first time wearing heels and you didn't get 
hurt." | then motioned to the broken lamp. "Though that's more than | 
can say for the lamp." 


"Oh, no. What have | done?" Luz walked over to it on her knees. "No 
one's gonna buy a bunch of glass shards." 


"Don't worry, this isn't a problem." | assured her as | helped her to 
her feet. "We just need a little repair spell and all will be good." | was 
about to do the spell when... 


"Wait, let me do it!" 


"You sure you want to do that?" | had both doubt and concern about 
letting her do the spell. "You only just got the magic output under 
control and you've never done a spell like this." 


"Ah, it'll be fine.” Luz waved it off with confidence. "I'm a witch now. 
Just watch and I'll fix this lamp in a jiffy." 


"Alright then." 


With that, | then let her put a spell circle around it. The remains of 
the lamp shook as they were glowing yellow right before they 
exploded in a puff of yellow smoke. When it cleared, instead of 
finding it fixed, the two of us were surprised to find it had been turned 
into a combined assortment of different lamps on a pair of human 
legs. 


"Whoa! | made magic with my hands!" Luz gleefully said. 


"Uh, Luz? Don't you think this is a little bit too... extravagant?" | said 
to her. "I'm not sure people will buy something like this." 


"Oh, this is pretty unique." Said a demon who came by. "How much 
is it?" 


"Uh... twenty snails?" | told him. 


"Sold! I'll take it!" the demon said as he then gave me twenty snails, 
surprising me. 


"Zippo, Swappo!" Luz said as she used magic to make the lamp walk 
away with the demon. "Sold to the shabby shopper. Now let's see 
what these magic hands can magically magic." Within a flash, | 
watched as Luz then added two spotlights around the stand and 
made the sign more noticeable and flashy to make it say "Eda the 
Owl Lady's Human Collectibles" with an arrow pointing to the stand 
and a neon animation of my mom jumping into the air. "There we 
go!" 


"Uh, Luz?" | said, getting her attention. "Maybe we should tone it 
down with the magic. We might attract unwanted attention. Like the 
Coven Guards?" 


"Pfft! It's fine, Ryuji." Luz told me, brushing off the concern. "Besides, 
if any guard come by, I'll just poof this away and we can blend in." 


"But what if we get caught before we can even blend in?" 


"Oh, don't be such a worry wart. It will be alright." Luz said as she 
then put on a top hat. "Now let's show these people the wonders of 
the human realm!" 


"Oh, | don't know." 


"Hey, | think | Know what you can do to bring in customers. Go out 
there and juggle some fireballs." 


| was surprised by this. "Juggle fire? Luz, | haven't used Juni's 
cursed flames before." 


"Well, you said you wanted to show Juni's curse was easier than 
yours. What better way than using it to entertain people? You jungled 
all the time." 


"Yeah, back in sixth grade. | haven't juggled in years." 
"Come on, I'm sure you still got it. Trust me. | Know you can do it." 


"Well, alright then." With that, | then walked out in front of the stand 
and looked down at my hand as | raised it a bit before closing it. 
"Sure hope Juni haves some juggling skill. Here goes." 


Slowly stretching out my arm, | turned my head as | then closed my 
eyes while hoping for this to work and the fire would appear. Instantly 
Opening it, | stood there for a moment until | heard a flame burning. 
Opening my eyes, | looked and was surprised to find a dark red 
flame floating above my palm. Turning my head back and bringing it 
over to me, | held my other hand over the flame as | looked at it in 
awe. 


"Ryuji, you did it!" Luz proudly said to me. 


"Yeah, | did it." | said as | then gained a smile before | then went on 
and passed the flame to my other hand. | then laughed proudly as | 
passed the flame back and forth to each hand. Holding the flame in 
my right hand, | then took off Juniper's cloak as | prepared to do one 
thing | now wanted to try. "Luz, hold this for me, would ya?" | then 
tossed Luz the cloak, my friend catching it with a smile. 


From this, | then passed the flame to my other hand and soon began 
juggling with it. After a brief moment, | then created another flame 
and started juggling it with the other. Before long, | was soon juggling 
with three dark red flames. 

"Yeah! Way to go, Ryuji!" Luz cheered as | continued to juggle. 


"| told Juni she had the easier curse!" | spoke out, feeling proud of 
myself. "I can't wait to rub this in her face!" 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Seems like Luz's idea to spruce up the stand looks like a hit and I 
got a good handle on my sister's demon flames, huh? Well, as good 
as this might have seemed, our moment of enjoyment didn't really 
last long. While it all seemed that we were all starting to have a good 
day and proving that the one we were being had the better life, we all 
ended up finding out what exactly each of us had come to find as 
problems with what we thought made things easier. All of us had 
found that out the hard way. 


[No one's view] 


In the Cutie Café, Eda was sleeping peacefully in the crib the elderly 
witches provided her. The café was closed and the only one who 
was in there was Eda along with the witches who were still in the 
back. Eda soon woke up after a shadow went over her followed by a 
meow. 


"Hello?" Eda said as she sat up and looked around, feeling a much 
eerie atmosphere in the café. Upon looking to the front of the crib, 
she was surprised by a little, black cat demon with a green tuff of fur 
on top of his head dressed in a purple tux with green cuffs and an 
orange bowtie. 


"Leave this place!" He said to her before going over to her and 
holding her up by the collar. "Danger is near!" 


"Okay, crazy, out of my bed." Eda said as she pushed the cat out of 
the crib. "Don't know what you're trying to do, but | won't fall for it. 
There's a new star in town." 


"Baby demon, we have a surprise for you." Said the elderly witch as 
she opened the door, the cat then scampered away in fear as the 
two elderly witches walked over to Eda with Dottie closing the door. 
"A gift for our new cutest demon." She then pulled out a clothes 
hanger with a baby bee costume hanging onto it. 


"Okay, I'm out." Eda said as she got out of the crib and started 
walking away, making the witches lose their smiles. "Novelty 
costumes are where | draw the line." 


"Dottie, please help our little angel get changed." The witch said as 
she and Dottie gained angry expressions, snapping her fingers 
before Dottie gives out a nasty roar and leaped over a table anda 
food court counter with deserts inside before landing in front of the 
door. "Oh, no, sweetie." Turning around, Eda looked to see the 
earring-wearing witch looking down at her with an unsettling smile. 
"You can't survive out there without us." 


"Ladies, stand back. | am not above disrespecting my elders." Eda 

said as she tried to create a spell circle which made her remember 

she was still in King's body and not her own. "Oh, damn it. I'm nota 
witch right now." 


"No, baby." The witch before her said before reaching to her. "You're 
a cutie-pootie." 


"Not today, sister!" Eda then ran under her and raced to the door. 
After getting into the room, she quickly closed the door and barred it 
with a nearby chair. 


"Open this door this instant!" the witch said as she and Dottie tried to 
open the door. "It is not time for you to be in there!" 


"Stop babying me!" Eda told them. "Geez, now | see why hates this 
stuff." Upon turning around, Eda was shocked to find shelves full of 
little demons sitting in rocking chairs with blank looks plastered with 
smiles. "This vacation just took a back alley turn." Eda then walked 
over to one of the demons and waved her hand in front of it. 


"Tasty num-nums." Was the only response she got as the demon 
had drool dripping out of its mouth. 


"Ugh!" Eda said with disgust. "I think you need some fresh air, pal." 


"Don't bother." Said a voice as Eda turned to see the cat demon who 
spoke to her before walking over. "Their minds are too far gone. 
Roselle and Dottie had kept in here and pampered to their every 
whim. They've been cobbled for so long that they forgot how to live 
on their own. This is what | was trying to tell you. This place isn't a 
safe haven, it's a prison where your brain gets turned to mush." 


"Geez, | thought | loved being babied." Eda said as she was 
beginning to understand what the little demon she lived with was 
getting at before. "But it just makes me feel so small and helpless, 
like an actual baby. But that won't happen to us, will it?" 


"No. As long as we stay here, we will end up joining the others soon 
enough." The cat said in a grim tone. "That's why | tried to warn you, 
so you don't have to suffer like this." 


Looking to the door, the two watched as Roselle and Dottie busted 
through the door with Roselle using Dottie as a battering ram. Before 
they could do anything else, the cat demon rushed over and jumped 
on Roselle's face. 


"Bowtie!" Eda said with surprise. 


"Go! Run while you can!" the demon told her before Eda looked to 
see a hole in the front wall of the cafe. 


Believing it to be a way out, Eda then made a run for it as fast as she 
could as Dottie pulled the cat demon off Roselle and watched Eda 
go through the hole. Unfortunately, instead of the outside, Eda was 
met with glass as she soon found herself in the café's window 
display with "See our newest baby" written in orange paint on the 
glass outside. 


"Oh, wonderful." Roselle said with a rather creepy smile as she and 
Dottie looked down at Eda who turned to them. "Now everyone can 
see our bestest baby... Forever." Whispering that last part, Roselle 
then pulled out the bee costume. 


"Noooooo!" Eda screamed out as she turned back to the window, 
now in dismay as she was now trapped in the cafe. 


Out in Bonesborough, King spoke to the teens as they were all 
gathered around him to hear his speech. 


"Alright, you acne-encrusted, hormone buckets." King stated to 
them. "Let's go do some teen antics!" From this, the group then went 
on to pull different sorts of pranks on the local residents of the town. 


We cut over to three different people who stood there on a sidewalk 
waiting for something, one of them reading a newspaper. Unknown 
to them, from atop the wall behind them, King and the teens were 
ready to pull pranks on them. Using a spell circle, Juniper made the 
faces of two of the three below have their orifices rearranged, 
causing them to freak out. Before she could do it to the third one, 
they lowered the newspaper they were holding to reveal they already 
had a disfigured face. While King and the others looked at each 
other with Juniper trying to figure out what to do, Juniper smiled as 
she gained an idea and used to give the disfigured person a normal, 
handsome face which ironically made them scream in a panic. 


We then cut to a stand with a sign that said "Self storage" before one 
of the teens of the group took off some letters to where the sign now 
said "Elf rage". With that, King then motioned for the witch to join 
them as they all ducked down behind the stand as a tall muscular elf 
walked over and saw the sign. 


"Yeah, this sign gets it! Wah!" the elf said as he then ripped off his 
shirt before her then punch the sign and ran off to go on a rampage. 


Walking out, King and the teens laughed as their prank had worked. 
They didn't have much time to enjoy it as the elf soon turned around 
and charged at them, making the group run away as they were 
chased by the elf. 


Cutting to a stand filled with dolls called The Dollhouse, the group 
shared a laugh before King shushed them to be quiet as Juniper 
then dialed a number on a crow. The number he had called was for 
the Owl House and Hooty answered it. 


"Hoot House, Hooty hooting." Hooty said as he answered. 


"Uh, yes, | was hoping | get you." Juniper said in a deep voice while 
those around her began to snicker. "I actually want to talk to you." 


"Really?" Hooty said as Juniper then gave the crow to King who then 
quickly climbed to the top of the stand and threw the crow into the 
pavilion horn on top of it, Hooty's voice echoing out throughout the 
market. "Oh, wow. I've been waiting for somebody to call all day and 
now it's finally happened! What do you want to talk about? We could 
talk for hours and hours and hours and hours and hours..." King and 
the teens then laughed as they watched the townspeople go insane 
from Hooty's chattering. 


We then cut to the group walking around the market with the two 
witches looking at Juniper with swooned expressions. 


"Yeah, keep tight, guys. Gotta talk with my girl Luz here." Juniper 
said as she then walked over to King while her fellow teens talked 
amongst themselves. "King, this is awesome! DK's magic is way 
more fun. | actually made a maze out of the street in just a few 
seconds! My bro better be ready to clean ‘cause it's clear who won 
this bet." 


"Yeah. | don't know what Luz was talking about." King proudly said. 
"This life is a breeze." They all stopped with the witches behind the 
two gasping as an angry Boscha appeared in front of them. 


"Enough of this!" Boscha said. "I get why they'd hang with you, but | 
don't get how they hang out with a weirdo loser like her." 


"Well, maybe that's just because she's actually cooler than you." 
Juniper smartly said to her. 


"She is not cooler than me! She's not cool at all!" Boscha stated, 
pointing at King. "I don't know how you got them to forget, but I'll 
remind them how much of a loser she is." 


"Oh, I'm so scared." King said, not threatened by this at all. "Ha! You 
believe her, guys?" After hearing no response from the four as they 
stood there, King lost his smile as he became concerned. "Guys?" 


"Luz, | challenge you to a race..." Boscha said before she pointed to 
a highway above them. "Around Deadman's Curve." The group then 
gasped in shock at this, knowing the dangers of the road. "And we'll 
be racing on those." Looking to where she was pointing, the group 
saw what looked like big, gray worms with the heads of rats tied toa 
post nearby. "Giant rat worms." 


"Meh!" King waved in disgust at seeing the two creatures. 


"You don't have to do this, you know?" said one of the witches in the 
group in concern as she placed a hand on King's shoulder. "We 
know that humans are super fragile." She whispered the last two 
words. 


"Don't baby me!" King snapped before he then walked up to Boscha 
in anger. "Boscha, | accept your challenge!" 


Cutting over to a cliff where the highway began, Boscha waited on 
one of the rat worms behind a line while King was pushing the other 
over to it before climbing onto it after managing to get it there. 


"King, are you out of your mind?" Juniper whispered after she ran 
over to the demon. "You can't race Boscha! Especially not on 
Deadman's Curve!" Motioning to the road ahead, a piece of it 
crumbled away, a sign of its instability. 


"| got to do this, Juniper!" King told her. "If | don't win this, I'll lose my 
power. Trust me, | got this." 


"Alright then." Juniper said before the Plant Track witch flew over 
with her shoes to hover in front of the two worms with a bag of onion 
rings. 


"On your marks..." the witch said as she pulled out a ring from the 
bag. "Get set..." King gulped as Boscha had a confident look on her 
face. With that, she then brought the ring over to her mouth and took 
a bite out of it, Boscha's rat worm speeding off while the one King 
was using sat there. 


"Let's go!" King said, his rat worm being unresponsive. "Worm 
minion, | said 'go'!" He hit his heels on its sides, the worm paying no 
mind to it as it licked the ground. 


"Oh, for Titan's sake!" Juniper yelled out of frustration as she then 
behind the worm, her silver-gray eye turning red with the sclera 
turning black as she did. After getting behind it, she raised a hand 
which unknowingly to her changed into a clawed hand with gray 
scales on the back. "Get, a, move on, you stupid worm!" With her 
bringing it down, the worm screeched out in pain slithering off. After 
taking a few breaths, Juniper calmed down and was shocked as she 
then looked to see her new claw. 


"Stop! | said 'stop'!" King screamed out as Juniper watched the worm 
run off with him still on it. 


"Oops." Juniper said with regret as her hand returned to normal. 
"Now I'm starting to see what DK was saying about his curse." 


Down at the road, Boscha kept on riding her worm with King 
following behind. While the witch was able to the turns with ease, 
King hit every corner as he couldn't control his panicking rat worm. 
Despite this, both riders became surprised as King's worm was able 
to catch up with Boscha's. 


"Uh, yeah. | just gave you a head start." King said, making an 
excuse as he had only recently caught up. "That's how we cool kids 


do it." Boscha growled for a moment until she gasped upon looking 
forward, pulling the collar of her worm to make it stop. 


"Yes!" King said as he then turned around and stood on his worm to 
face Boscha. "I knew you'd give up! Say ‘bye-bye’ to your popularity, 
Boscha!" 


"Bye-bye." Boscha calmly waved with a smirk, making King turn 
back around to see the road had a huge gap in it along with a 
caution sign with two big centipedes that were flashing red at the 
sides. 


Quickly sitting down, King pulled on the reigns but was too late as 
the rat worm's speed made it go off the road and they both fell right 
into the shack belonging to Boscha and her group, causing it to fall 
apart. 


"King, are you okay?" Juniper called out to him as she and the other 
teens came over and looked down as King fell off the worm. 


"Ow!" King said as he sat up beside the worm. "Yeah, I'm fine." 
"Oh, not the Treasure Shack!" Said one of the witches in dismay. 


"Dude, your girl trashed our hangout!" The purple-wearing warlock 
said as he turned to Juniper. 


"I'm sure she didn't mean it!" Juniper told them, Boscha gaining a 
smug look on her face. 


"See? | told you she wasn't cool!" Boscha said before she called 
down to King. "You're gonna pay for ruining our secret hideout, Luz! 
Come on!" With that, Boscha used a magic circle to exchange her 
shoes with ones possessing wings before she and her pose then 
jumped up into the air. 


"Hold it!" Juniper said as she got five to turn to her as she then drew 
the Saisho and pointed it at them, gripping it with both hands as it 


then started glowing and wind gathered around. "Don't make me use 
this!" 


"Ha! Like you got the guts!" Boscha mocked him. 


"I'll show you, you smug, uptight, no-good, little bi-IIIIITCH!" Juniper 
said before she screamed as the Saisho blasted a tunnel of wind 
which pushed back on her as she was sent flying around in the air 
before the five moved away as she then flew past them and over into 
Bonesborough. 


"Juniper!" King called out. 


"Forget him! The human's the one we want!" Boscha said as they all 
turned to King. "Get her!" 


"Weh!" King shouted as he then began running away with the 
teenagers right behind him. 


[Ryuji] 


Thanks to the stands' new additions from Luz and my little juggling 
act, we were able to attract more customers and make a profit from 
it, the people who came around practically just tossed their snails at 
us. 


"Step right up and feast your eyes on the marvels of the human 
realm!" Luz spoke out before motioning to me as | juggled six cursed 
flames with ease. "And the amazing juggling feats of Juniper the 
Demon Flame!" With that, | then switched from my hands to use my 
feet to juggle the flames, using one foot for a moment before 
switching to the other and kicking them like hackysacks. 


As the customers began flooding in, | did a good moment of using 
my hands before switching to my feet and vice versa in order to 
entertain the crowd while Luz attended and made bargains with the 
customers that came by. 


"When | saw your bright lights, | came over." Said an orange demon 
with two big teeth. "But | got distracted by the juggler girl and now | 
can't remember what | came here for." 


"Was it for... laughter?" Luz said as she then used her magic to 
tickle the customer with a feather duster, the demon laughing at this. 


"Joy! So painful!" he said before he then gave her a handful of 
Snails. "I'll take two for my enemies." 


From this, Luz then began using her magic to help all sorts of 
customers find what they needed and done it with magic. Like when 
a centaur came around asking for a face where | found out that they 
had been using masks to cover their heads to conceal the face they 
didn't actually have faces there. Using a marker, Luz then drew a 
handsome face on his head which really brought a smile to him as 
he paid a lot of snails as thanks. There was also when a demon 
mother came with a request for help calming her demon child, Luz 
remedied that by magically giving the little baby a pacifier. She was 
so grateful that she literally gave us all the snails she had. By the 
time we were done helping and entertaining the crowd, me and Luz 
had already got ourselves a big sack full of snails on the table. 


"Thank you! Come again!" Luz happily said as | then stopped 
juggling and made the flames disappear before walking over to stand 
beside her as she grabbed my mom's staff. "There's a little 
something for everyone. Take it from us, Eda the Owl Lady and 
Juniper the Demon Flame." She then turned to me with glee. "That 
was amazing! Look how much business we made!" 


"Yeah, this is even more than we make on the weekends. Mom's 
gonna flip when she sees all the snails we got." | said, sharing the 
smile. "Though we should probably turn the stand back before any 
guards see." 


"Excuse me. Is it true?" Said a cloaked man that walked up behind 
Luz. "Are you two Eda the Owl Lady and Juniper the Demon 
Flame?" 


"Depends. Are you a fan... of magic?" Luz said as she took off her 
hat and pull out a bouquet of flowers from it. 


"No, but | am a fan of... the law?" the man removed his cloak and 
revealed himself as a Coven Guard. 


"Uh-oh." | said as | backed up in fear only to bump into another 
Coven Guard behind me before me and Luz were then handcuffed 
by them. 


"We were finally able to catch you in the act." Said the guard behind 
me before he motioned to Luz's additions. "And all thanks to your 
daughter's little juggling performance and this light show of yours.” 


"| told you we should've toned it down." | said to Luz as we both 
looked at the guards worriedly. 


"Gentlemen, what do you say we forget this whole thing ever 
happened?" Luz said before she then made a Spell circle at the 
guard behind me. "Amnesia spell!" Instead of that, she made a 
pacifier appear in his mouth, making her give a nervous chuckle. 
"Oh, guess | still haven't gotten the hang of this yet." 


"| got this." | said before | then tried to make cursed flames appear 
on my hand to melt the handcuff, but only found a regular hand 
slapping it. | tried it again, my worry growing more with each slap | 
made to the cuff until | finally gave up and was shocked by this. 
"What? But where are..." | then remembered what Juniper said 
about her flames not being easy to control. It was then that | realized 
that she wasn't always able to make them when she wanted. 
Because | was new to them, | was now stuck with the same problem. 
"Oh, crap. | can't use the flames." 


"Guess you used it all up in your little act." The guard who cuffed me 
said. "That'll make it much easier to get you and the Owl Lady in the 
Conformatorium." Me and Luz then gained looks of fear as we had 
now been caught by the Coven Guards. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Yeah, now this just went from the best day to the worst day. 


[No one's view] 


In a different part of Bonesborough, Juniper's screams are heard as 
she hurdled with a burst of wind that came from the Saisho. Only 
when she hit the ground did the winds disappear and she rolled for 
about a moment before she came to a stop flat on the ground. 


"Ow." Juniper said before she struggled through the pain and picked 
herself up back to her feet, rubbing her head with her free hand 
which broke free after she hit the ground. "Damn it. | wanted to blast 
that bitch away, not send myself halfway across town. And those 
claws... | didn't even mean to bring them out. Is this what DK deals 
with every day? No wonder he whined so much. His life is hard. | 
gotta find him and Luz!" Putting the sword back on her back, Juniper 
then ran off to find her brother and Luz. 


With King, the demon was running through the streets with Boscha 
and her group right behind him as he was unable to outrun them 
even while running on all fours. 


"Get back here, human!" Boscha said as she and her fellow 
teenagers continued to fly after King. 


"Luz was right! | can't handle to complexities of teenage life!" King 
said as he continued to run. "I want my body back!" In his panic, 
King tripped over a paint bucket which happened to be in front of the 
café Eda was being held captive in. 


"| think | saw her go this way!" Boscha said, making King rush into 
the café. The teens flew past the café, making King sigh in relief that 
he escaped him before the lights turned on and he saw Roselle walk 
in with a broom. 


"Dottie, a teen has come to steal our little babies!" Roselle called out 
as she then ran at King with the broom. 


"No, wait! I'm not a teen, | am a little baby!" King said right before he 
dodged a swing from Roselle who then started chasing him around 
the cafe. 


"No, you're not! You're a rotten teen!" Roselle said before she pulled 
out purple knitting needles from her hair. "But when we're done with 
you, you'll be calling for your mama!" With a maniacal smile, she 
sharpened the needles with her teeth. 


"Please, lady! | just ran from some teens!" King said with fear as he 
stood behind the window display. "I really wish | had my body back!" 


"You can have it." Turning behind him, he saw Eda laying there ina 
pink pet bed and dressed in the bee costume the elderly witches 
wanted her to wear. "Your life is pretty terrible. Though it looks like 
things are gonna be over soon." Looking to where she was pointing, 
King found herself cornered by the elderly witches before his vision 
was blocked by a blue cloth Dottie put over him. 


[Ryuji] 


After being captured by the Coven Guards, me and Luz were then 
taken to a guard station which was the Boiling Isles version of a 
police station, where me and Luz ended up getting our mug shots 
taken, the photos being taken by a demon who had the body of an 
old-timey camera with a ribcage underneath and five boney arms 
with three of them being used as legs. Luz was just getting hers 
taken as she had a look of shame on her face. 


"This is some of my best work." The demon said after he spat out 
Luz's photo and showed it to her. "Really captures the shame." 


It was just then that my mom's staff was taken by one of those 
guards | saw at the Covention with Owlbert having a restraining cuff 


placed on him before he was tossed into a cell. 


"Yeah." The masked guard said as the door closed on Owlbert. 
"You're going away for a long time, you filthy criminal." 


“Owlbert!" Luz said as she was handcuffed, my mom's palisman 
looked at us with worry. 


"Don't worry, Owlbert! We're gonna get you out of there!" | said as | 
was handcuffed as well before me and Luz was then taken away. 
"Somehow." 


[No one's view] 


With Ryuji and Luz sitting in an interrogation room, the two guards 
who arrested them sat in front of the one-sided mirror and watched 
as the two were interrogated. 


Unknown to them, someone had just walked into the station, one of 
which had surprised many of those who saw them. 


"Is that who | think it is?" 
"Oh, no. This is not good." 


"Hey, you should take that thing out before someone sees you." Said 
one of the guards in front of the mirror. 


"| don't mind. Calms the nerves." Said the other guard who continued 
to suck on the pacifier before they saw the reflection of someone 
behind them and turned to see Lilith standing there, making the 
guard spit out the pacifier. "Uh, Lady Duskerman!" The two guards 
stood up and bowed to her. "To what do we owe this honor?" 


"Word reached me that you captured my sister and her daughter." 
Lilith told them with an emotionless expression. "I'll take it from 
here." 


"But, madam, we've been given orders to send them to the 
Conformatorium." One of the guards said before he pulled out a 
parchment that had the Emperor's Coven sigil on it. "I have it right 
here." Just then, Lilith used a spell circle to burn the parchment to 
ash. 


"The orders have changed.” Lilith stated. 
[Ryuji] 


"Look, | don't know how long you expect to keep us here, but we're 
gonna break out of here sooner later." | said to the guard in front of 
me and Luz as we sat at the table. 


"I'm afraid that won't be possible for you this time." Looking over, we 
then watched as Lilith walked into the room. 


"Lilith?" | said, not very pleased to see my aunt. "That's just all we 
need." 


"| see you're still as... affectionate to me as always, my dear niece." 
Lilith said to me. "Now, do you and your mother know you're here?" 


"Because of a little display of great magic we showed?" | smartly 
said before Lilith then brought out a list which rolled out on the table 
to where it reached us. 


"Juniper, the charges against you and my sister are long and many." 
Lilith said, raising a finger as she listed what was on the list. 
"Operating a stand without a permit, own a hocus without a pocus..." 


"Yeah, | think that list goes on for a while." Luz said as the list rolled 
out more onto the floor. 


"Yeah, just get to the point on why you're here." | bluntly said. 


"These charges are serious!" Lilith said. "You and your daughter 
can't keep running away, Edalyn." 


"I know, | just can't poof my problems away." Luz said with a look of 
shame. 


"But we can." Lilith said as she came over with a smile, placing her 
hands on Luz. "You getting caught was clearly a cry for help. Join the 
Emperor's Coven, like we dreamed about when we were girls." 


"Wait, what?" | said, surprised by what Lilith said, making her turn to 
me. "My mom wanted to join the Emperor's Coven?" 


"Of course. We had planned to join it together." Lilith said as me and 
Luz looked at each other in disbelief before turning back to my 
mom's sister as she turned back to my friend. "Don't be afraid, sister. 
Soon you won't be a danger to those around you." 


"Okay, that's it! We're leaving!" | said right before rings of blue light 
appeared around me and Luz, restraining us. 


"Sorry, Juniper. But this is for your own good. You and my sister." 
Lilith said as she held Luz's hands before turning to the guard. "Bring 
the branding glove!" The two of us gained looks of horror as the 
guard then put on said glove with Emperor's Coven's sigil on the 
palm. As the guard pushed the table away and me and Luz struggled 
to get away. 


[No one's view] 


After a moment of struggling, Ryuji closed his eyes before they shot 
open with his irises glowing red and his sclera pitch black. 


"Stop!" Ryuji shouted, his voice now sounding demonic getting 
everyone to turn to him as his hair started glowing dark red before it 
flared up like a flame. "Get this through your frickin’ skulls! Neither of 
us are in any way a danger to anyone or want anything to do with 
any DAMN STUPID COVEN!" Growling in anger, his hair started 
glowing brighter and brighter as everyone looked at him in shock. 


Cutting outside, we then watched as part of the wall at the side of the 
building was blasted away by a powerful explosion, the part 
happening to be the interrogation room Ryuji and Luz were in. 
Standing there, Ryuji panted a bit as his hair and eyes returned to 
normal. 


[Ryuji] 


After calming down, | was shocked by what my outburst had caused 
as | stood in a ruined room with everyone around me unconscious. 


"Sugoi!" | said in disbelief. "Did | do that?" Hearing a groan, | looked 
over to Luz as she lay there beside me. "Luz!" Running over to her, | 
then helped her to her feet. "Are you okay?" 


"Yeah..." Luz said, taking a pause to cough. "I'm fine. I've heard of 
‘explosive anger’, but that's ridiculous." 


"| know." | said as | looked to the hole in the wall. "To think that this is 
what her curse does when Juni gets mad." 


"Wait, that was your sister's curse?" Luz said in shock. 


"Yeah. Now | get why Juniper told me she had a hard time with it." | 
said, understanding my sister more with this. "I really owe her an 
apology. Now let's get out of here." 


"Right!" Luz said before she called out. "Owlbert, come to me!" With 
that, the staff came in and hit Luz right in the face before she picked 
herself up and use a spell circle to free him from the cuff. "Guys, I'm 
really sorry about this. Eda's life is more complicated." 


"It's okay, Luz. We understand." | said to her. "Let's just get out of 
here and find my mom, along with Juni and King so we can end this 
Freaky Friday Saturday mix-up." With that, the two of us then ran out 
through the hole | made to look for my family and the little demon 
patrolling in my friend's body. 


[No one's view] 


Unknown to them, as they made their escape, Lilith who now looked 
like a mess growled as she watched her nephew and his friend 
escape. 


[Ryuji] 


After running for a while, me and Luz soon ended up bumping into 
somebody, causing us both to fall down to the ground. 


"Hey, watch it!" Hearing that voice, me and Luz looked and saw it 
was my sister. 


"Juni!" | said as | then got up and helped her up to her feet. "Boy, are 
we glad to see you." 


"Not as much as | am to see you." Juniper said as | helped Luz up, 
my twin returning the smile. "I've been looking all over for you." 


"We were looking for you!" Luz told her. 


"Yeah, now you mind cutting us out of these chains?" | said as we 
both held our handcuffed wrists. 


"Say no more!" My sister then took out the Saisho and used it to cut 
the chains, making the handcuffs pop off. 


"Thanks, sis." | told her as she put the Saisho away before | then 
noticed she was alone. "Wait, where's King?" 


"| don't know. We got separated." Juniper said as she lost her smile. 

"We got into trouble with Boscha and her goons and | tried to use the 
sword to blast them, but instead it sent me across town. All | know is 

that he's now being chased by five angry teens." 


"Oh, no! We got to help him!" Luz said with worry. 


"Well, we first have to find Mom to reverse the swap." | put in. "We 
can't help him when we're like this." 


"Right. First, we find Eda and get you and Juni swapped back, then 
we help King." Luz said as she looked around. "If | was Eda, who's 
King right now, where | would be? Aah! This day is so confusing!" 


"Calm down. Let's just think a little more." | said before we then 
heard pounding on some glass and turned to a nearby café to see 
my mom and King behind a window, my mom dressed in a bee 
costume while King was wearing a baby blue shirt. 


"Luz! Ryuji! Juni!" Mom said to us. "Bring my damn body over here!" 
"Mom!" Me and Juniper said before the three of us rushed over. 
[No one's view] 


Inside the café, Roselle was talking with Dottie as the twins and Luz 
made it over to the window where Eda explained the situation as 
simply as she could with the elderly witches' notices. 


"Oh, Dottie, it's not kidnapping if they entered our store." Roselle 
said with a reassuring smile while Luz created a spell circle. "Just 
think of it as customer service." Turning to see a nearby lamp glow, 
the witches watch as it becomes one like the kind Luz made earlier. 
"Why did our lamp get so necessarily extravagant?" Hearing glass 
break, the two then turned to see King and Eda escaping through the 
window while Juniper put the Saisho back in its sheath, the five 
looking at the witches in shock. 


"Run!" Ryuji said as the five then ran away from the café as fast as 
they could, causing Roselle to gasp. 


"After them!" Roselle said as she and Dottie then ran out of the café 
and chased after the group. 


[Ryuji] 


"Mom, what the heck is going on?" | said as | carried my mom while 
we were being chased by the two elderly witches from the café. 


"Yeah, what did you get my body into?" Luz asked as we then got 
out of the alley by the cafe. 


"There they are!" Lilith said as we stopped to see her with two Coven 
Guards, one of them holding the leash of this dog demon with four 
snouts. 


"| got the same question!" Mom asked as we tried to run, only to stop 
as Boscha and four witches came in with these winged shoes. 


"Oh, right, them." Juniper said as we looked around to find ourselves 
cornered by Lilith and the guards, those two old witches, and Boscha 
and her pose of teens. 


"Okay, did everybody learn a valuable lesson about being in each 
other's bodies and seeing the hardships we each endure?" Mom 
asked. 


"Yeah, | believe we have." | said with Luz, King, and Juniper 
agreeing. 


"Good. Then let's end this nightmare." Mom said as she took her 
staff and spun it above us. "Body swap!" Within a flash, we were all 
back in our original bodies. 


"Yes! I'm me!" | said, happy to have my body back. 

"I'm back!" Juniper said as she said the same feeling. 

"My body! My glorious, little body!" King said right before he tore off 
the costume while Luz took off the shirt her body was wearing in the 
café. 

"Sister!" Lilith spoke up in anger. "Time and time again, I've offered 


you my help yet you foolish ran back to your worthless life! I'm tired 
of trying, Edalyn. Your days of running are over!" 


"Thanks, Luz." Mom said, turning her head to raise an eyebrow at 
Luz. 


"Sorry." Luz said to her. 


"Don't worry, | got this." Mom said as she gripped her staff in both 
hands and | saw what she was about to do. "From bottom to top, 
let's..." 


"Mom, don't." | said, stopping her as | stepped out in front of her. "I'll 
take care of this." With a glare, | then spoke to Lilith. "Lilith, you listen 
here. The way my mom lives might not be proper standards, but her 
life isn't worthless. You said you have been trying to help her, but it 
should be damn clear that she doesn't want your help. The only time 
where she would've needed your help was during the first days she 
was dealing with her curse, something my dad gave her. Considering 
how you are, | have no doubt in my mind that you chose to focus 
your job in the Emperor's Coven instead of helping my mom when 
she needed her big sister the most." With that, Lilith's look of anger 
turned into one of shame as she turned away, the silent sign that | hit 
the nail on the head with that. "Not to join a coven is her choice and 
you don't have the right to change that. Remember that, especially 
after what | do to you!" With that, | then went on to change my 
Saisho's form. "Transformation Magic: Weapon Change!" | then 
thrust my Saisho upward, my weapon instantly taking on its lance 
form. "Saisho Yari!" Focusing my magic into my weapon, the tip of 
my Saisho started glowing as | prepared one spell | didn't think | 
would use again. 


In that instant, strands of golden light span out and hit Lilith, the 
guards, the canine demon, the old witches, and Boscha and her 
posse before the three groups around me, Mom, Juniper, Luz, and 
King began to glow for a moment before the strands retracted and | 
looked to see their eyes glowing gold. 


"Ryuji, you rotten brat!" Said the dog with Lilith's voice, my aunt now 
in its body as everyone turned to it. "Switch me back!" 


"What's happening?" Said one of the old witches who was actually 
one of the Coven Guards in her body. "Who the hell are you?" 


"I'm a Coven Guard, asshole." Said the other one, revealing them to 
be the other guard. 


"No, you're not! | am!" The first guard said before he was tackled by 
one of Boscha's group who happened to be the actual owner of the 
body he was in. 


"You get out of my body, you galoot!" She said before a fight broke 
out between the three groups with Lilith's body which was now in 
control of the dog getting down on all fours. 


"Fight!" the other guard said before he bent down after taking a few 
steps. "Ow! My knees!" 


"Nice job, kiddo." Mom said to me with a proud smile. 
"| learn from the best." | told her, sharing the same smile. 


"How do you know a body swap spell?" Juniper asked me with 
surprise. 


"Did it by accident once." | told her. "Long story." 
"Are they gonna be okay?" King asked in concern. 


"Oh, they'll be fine." | answered. "The swap is only temporary. They'll 
switch back in a while, giving us a good time to escape." 


"Hey, DK." Juniper said with a look of shame. "I'm really sorry about 
what | said earlier. You were right. Using my magic to get back at 
bullies is no way to go, especially when it ends up backfiring on ya. 
You make those whacky spells of yours look so easy. After just one 
day of it, I'm now surprised you're able to deal with it all." 


"I'm sorry too, sis." | told my twin with the same look. "I thought your 
curse was easier to deal with, but it's just as bad as mine. While | 


turn into a rampaging dragon when | blow up, you literally blow up. 
Not to mention that your flames don't come out when you need 
them." 


"Guess we both have it rough." Juniper said before she held up a 
fist. "So we good?" 


"We're good, sis." With that, we then shared a fist bump. 


"Eda, | just want to say things can be more complicated than you 
think," Luz spoke up, "but with you guys, it feels a little less mixed 


up." 
"That's just how we do, girl." Juniper said to her with a smile. 


"Yeah, let's just get out of here before the spell wears off." | said 
before we all got on Mom's staff and flew off, leaving the mixed-up 
groups down below to their fight with a howl from the dog in Lilith's 
body being heard. 


Flying our way home, we all told each other how our days went to 
see how we each learned about the hardships that the person we 
swapped with endured in their life. By the time we were getting close 
to the Owl House, the moon was rising as we filled each other in on 
what happened to lead to me casting that body-swapping spell on 
groups we just escaped from. 


"Man, seems like we all had a pretty long day, huh?" | said as we 
kept flying home. "At least we all understand each other better." 


"Yeah, now let's never speak of this again." Mom said. 


"Hey, that reminds me. We still haven't settled who won the bet." Luz 
spoke up. "Who's going to clean Hooty? It's getting... dire." 


"Yeah, I'm pretty sure he's gotten about to be twenty percent mucus." 
Juniper put in. 


"Maybe if we all work together, we could..." 
"Not it!" Mom and King said, interrupting her. 
"Oh, man." Luz said with a look of disappointment. 


"Actually, me and Juni will clean Hooty." | told my friend. "You 
deserve a break as much as Mom and King." 


"Yeah, and after what we experienced today, swabbing his hard-to- 
reach places will be like a vacation." Juniper added as we continued 
on home. 


Okay, well, that is one Freaky Friday moment l'Il never forget. At 
least now we all know what we each go through every day in our 
lives. Me and my sis definitely know now that both curses are equally 
as hard to deal with, Luz now knows she can't poof her problems 
away, Mom knows why King dislikes being pampered for his 
cuteness, and King now knows how hard being a teen is like, 
especially a human teen. Needless to say, as rough as the 
experience was for all of us, | then we all may have gotten newfound 
respect for one another. At least, for the most part. Hopefully, this will 
come to better how we treat each other in the Owl House and me 
and Luz will still have an awesome summer in the Boiling Isles. DK 
out! 


Author's Note: Hey, guys! | hope you all like the new chapter. Well, 
that was one freaky day for the residents of the Owl House, huh? But 
at least now they know more about how what they thought was the 
easy life has its own sorts of problems like their own. As much as 
anything, after learning what it was like being in each other's shoes, 
the five may now have a better appreciation for the lives they have 
now for who they truly are. In the next chapter, Ryuji and Luz go 
back to Hexside to help out Gus with the Human Appreciation 
Society and Eda decides on doing something she never thought she 
would do. That's all | got for now. Don't forget to leave a comment to 
tell me what you think of it. See you all in the next chapter! 


Chapter 9 


Chapter 9: Something Ventured, Someone Framed 


Morning at Hexside, inside a classroom, a club meeting was being 
held. The club holding it was held by the Human Appreciation 
Society, or H.A.S. for short. Cutting to the classroom, we see the 
club doesn't have many members with only six students present and, 
as was told by Willow previously, Gus was the president of it. While 
there were two witches and a warlock, two of these members were 
actually demons with one being a humanoid white goat with a single 
eye as well as a single horn and the other having one big eye as a 
head. On the desk the four members were at were a couple of 
different objects that were clearly from the human realm which had 
folded labels that had the names of different objects: a metal cheese 
grader labeled as a "Nail clipper", a chip bag held closed by an old 
cellphone labeled as a "Whoopee cushion", an old umbrella hat full 
of trash labeled as a "Food bowl", a puzzle cube with the label 
"Weapon?", and a paper clip that had a label saying "Pay-per-clorp". 
It was clear that, while they had a great interest in the human realm, 
the club generally had no solid idea of what it was truly like. 


"Behold the wonders of the human realm!" Gus said as he motioned 
to the objects before taking the paper clip, the little warlock wearing 
a yellow paper crown that said "President" on the label. "This little 
fellow is one of their most valued objects. It aids in the compiling of 
printed wisdom, the scratching of gunk from under your nails, and- 
my favorite-mimicking the sounds of the human ocean." He then 
pulled it multiple times to make it twang. "Ah, the human realm. So 
beautiful." Gus then went over to a bulletin board behind him which 
was littered with many different posters and papers that presented 
things related to the club's purpose. "It's safe to say that the pay-per- 
clorp is a stunning testament to human ingenuity. Any questions?" 
His fellow club members, unlike him, were utterly bored with one of 
the witches and the two demons fast asleep, the other witch trying to 
stay awake, and the warlock holding his head up in one hand as he 


leaned on the table with a flat look on his face. The very warlock 
soon raised his hand. "Ah, Mattholomule. As our newest member, | 
bet you have plenty of questions for us." 


"A-Augustus, is this what the president of the Human Appreciation 
Society thinks passes as 'Human Artifacts'’?" He said, using air 
quotes with the last two words. As Gus was clearly taken by surprise 
by the question, the warlock then got up from his seat with a smug 
expression before pushing the items Gus set up off the table. 
"Because at my old school, we had real treasures." 


As Gus rushed over to catch the items and narrow his eyes at the 
new member, Mattholomule poured out what he claimed as 
‘treasures’ from his bag, said items clearly being fake and crudely 
made replicas of the real things they represent: a flat rock with the 
plastic print of a keypad taped onto it, an egg painted to look like a 
human skull, a shoe made of mud, leaves, and twigs. But, due to 
them not possessing enough knowledge of the real items they 
represented, the other club members weren't able to see it and 
believe they were real as they looked at them in awe. 


"Ooh! A real sports foot." 
"Wow!" 
"l-I wanna touch them." 


"Go ahead. In my club, we didn't have any dumb rules." 
Mattholomule said, Gus gasping in shock from seeing the others 
admire the counterfeit items. 


"Shh! He didn't mean that." Gus said as he gently caressed the 
paper list of rules with the first being "no touching" as if it was a living 
creature before going over and taking the fake items away from his 
club members, much to their dismay. "Well, this isn't your club." Gus 
reminded his fellow warlock as he slammed down the fake boot. 
"Thankfully." 


"Exactly." Mattholomule said before he spoke to the others. "Who 
thinks | should be president?" 


"| do!" The eye girl replied. 

"Mattholomule for prez!" The witch member replied. 

"I'm an undecided voter." The one-eyed male demon spoke up. 

"| wanna touch all the objects first!" The other witch member said. 


As they started talking, Gus was starting to panic until he examined 
the so-called "cellular phone" and noticed something off about it. 


"These are fakes!" Gus said, making the other club members gasp in 
shock and the owner of the items to panic himself. 


"Y-y-you can't prove that!" Mattholomule stuttered before making 
himself look presentable as he inhaled, gaining a smirk. "You're just 
trying to distract these human appreciators because you're afraid of 
getting kicked out of office. It's your word versus mine." 


Despite having the smarts to prove him wrong, Gus lacked a 
backbone in order to go against the new club member. He was 
starting to grow nervous as he listened to his members talk among 
themselves, slowly backing up into the chalkboard before looking 
over his shoulder to see pictures of both Luz and Ryuji which gave 
him an idea. 


"What if | brought in an expert?" Gus said, getting everyone's 
attention again. 


"Yeah, right." Mattholomule said, not buying any of it. "Who can you 
find that's a bigger human expert than any of us?" 


"Real humans themselves." Gus said as he then gained his 
confidence. "I happen to be friends with two of them, one of them 
being born a hybrid between a human and a witch." Hearing this 


seemed to defiantly draw in the attention of the club members who 
sounded excited upon hearing this, making Mattholomule nervous. 


"Yeah. Uh-huh." Mattholomule said, trying his best to keep 
composed to hide how nervous he was getting. "A-and you've never 
brought your friends here, why?" 


"Well, they're both always busy." Gus quickly thought up an answer. 
"They got jobs, but I'll bring them both in tomorrow and they'll prove 
what's real or not." 


"Hah! Sure you will, Augustus." Mattholomule scoffed as he sat down 
with his arms crossed. "Sure, you will." 


[Ryuji] 


At the Owl House, a few days had passed since the body swap 
incident and me and the gang were sorting out boxes that held all 
sorts of items from the human world Mom had been keeping. The 
reason why was because Mom figured it'd be best to get some more 
merchandise and, with both mine and Luz's opinion on human 
valuables, she was willing to take every chance she could grab. 


"Remind me again where all these boxes came from?" Luz 
questioned as she helped sort out the items from the boxes. 


"You already asking that?" | said to her before jabbing a thumb over 
to Mom. "You already know who brought them here." 


"Yeah, and isn't the stuff you usually keep?" Juniper asked. 
"Hey, right now, we're low on money and we need to make more 
sales." Mom countered. "We're running out of food and I'm not 
gonna let us stave." 


"Well, if it comes down to it, | could go hunting." | suggested. 


"Or we can eat King." Juniper said, making Luz gasp in shock. 
"Juni!" Luz snapped as she gave my sister a look. 


"Hey, I'm kidding!" Juniper said with a smile. "Pipsqueak wouldn't be 
enough for all of us anyway." King gasped at this. 


"How dare you! | am more than enough for everyone here!" King 
said before Hooty spoke up as he stretched in here. 


"Hoot-hoot! Visitor." 
"It better not be any of my ex-girlfriends." Juniper said as Hooty 
retracted back to the door which | then walked over to. "I'm notina 


good mood today." Hooty then opened the door to reveal Gus on the 
other side. 


"Oh, hey, Gus." | greeted my friend. "What's up?" 


"Ryuji, | got a big favor to ask!" Gus said to me in a panic. "Can you 
and Luz to come to the H.A.S. meeting tomorrow?" 


"You mean, at Hexside? What for?" | asked surprised by this. 


"Well..." Gus said before he then told me and Luz about what 
happened earlier. 


After taking the talk into the house where he told us of how a new 
member of his club had challenged him to prove himself as the 
president of it, | was shocked to hear my friend being put into hot 
water like that. 


"And that's what happened." Gus said as he finished. 

"SO you want me and Luz to come to the next meeting of your club 
to prove this Mattholomule is trying to make you look like a fake?" | 
asked him. 


"Yes! So will you help me?" Gus said to me. 


"Sorry, Gus, but no." | told him as | went back to the box | was 
checking. "As much as | like to help you, | told you that I'm not going 
back to Hexside." 


"Come on, please?" Gus begged. 


"Gus, even if | wanted to go to the school, you know me and Luz can 
step foot in there." | said. 


"Gus, you know | don't want to go back there." | told him as | 
checked the contents of the box | had. "Even if | did, me and Luz 
can't even go onto school grounds anyway." 


"Ryuji's right." Luz said as she jabbed her thumb at the banned 
posters of me and her hanging on the wall behind us, mine being 
framed while hers hung on the corner of it. "Principal Bump banned 
both of us from Hexside, remember?" 


"But..." Gus tried to argue before Juniper interrupted him. 


"Dude, just give it up." She bluntly said to him. "My bro doesn't want 
to go and him and Luz can't help you. You're on your own." 


"Juni's right." Mom firmly put in. "Besides, Bump did them a favor. 
There ain't nothing for Ryuji and Luz at that dweebus factory." Eda 
then looked over to Gus. "No offense, dweebus." 


"It's okay. | come from a long line of dweebuses." Gus said, not 
offended by it. 


"Gus, as much as | would like to follow in my dad's footsteps, 
Hexside follows the Coven System." | told him. "While my old man 
had a good time there, | doubt | would have the same experience. 
That's why | prefer to be here than go to that school." It was front 
there that Luz slammed a box she had down on the floor in 
frustration. 


"Well, | would love to go someday." Luz spoke up as she stood up 
before motioning to all the boxes full of junk around us. "Better than 
unpacking boxes in the Eda Coven." 


"Oh, you think you're clever, huh?" Mom questioned as she stood up 
and put her hands on her hips, taking her student's words as a 
challenge. 


"Uh-oh." Juniper said with the same worry | had. 


"Ooh! Fight, fight, fight!" King shouted as he jumped over to a nearby 
box from the couch arm he was sitting on, excitedly punching a paw 
in the air. 


"Shut up, King." Me, Mom, and my twin told the little demon. 


"Luz, first off, it's the 'Bad Witch Coven'." Mom said as she 
continued. "Second, | guess you don't want in on the T-shirt order, 
huh?" She then held up a small piece of paper with a little drawing of 
her that had a rocker's vibe. 


"Not gonna ask when you had time for that." | said before Luz spoke 
up. 


"| don't care about T-shirts, Eda!" Luz pleaded as she motioned over 
to Gus, making my mom put the drawing away. "I want to learn 
magic and they teach that at Hexside!" 


"What about me? I've been teaching you magic. Plus, Ryuji's been 
helping you." 


"You barely taught me anything and what Ryuji has done for me is 
something you haven't been doing." Luz countered back. 


"| mean, yeah, well..." Unable to counter this, the Owl Lady grunted 
in frustration before she began to walk to the door. "I don't wanna 
hear another word about Hexside unless it's 'Hexside is on fire' and 
‘let's grab front row seats'!" 


"Wow. Never seen Mom so upset." Juniper said as we all looked with 
surprise. 


"Yeah. I'm gonna go rub it in." King said as he jumped off the box, 
laughing away as he went out after my mom. 


"I'll go make sure she's okay." Juniper said before she left, closing 
the door while Luz sighed as she plopped down onto the couch. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Boy, that was rough. Hexside is a pretty sensitive subject for my 
mom. Sure, it's where she made the first memories she had with my 
dad, but it's also a place that has been made by Belos' influence on 
the Isles. Out of any place, it's the one thing she doesn't want 
anything to do it as much as the Coven System itself. It's not really 
good for Luz either, considering she can't go to a place she could 
really enjoy herself. While | don't want to go to that school, | actually 
wouldn't mind if Luz went there as long as she was happy. 


"Luz, come on." | told my friend as | sat down beside her. "Don't be 
so glum. This hasn't been all bad. You did learn how to do some 
magic." 


"Yeah, only one spell." Luz told me. 
"Still better than nothing." 


"But | don't want to know just one spell, | want to know how to do 
magic like you." 


"Luz, | get you're a little frustrated with things, but you have to 
understand that things don't always go like we want them to be. 
Instead of getting upset about it, you should just appreciate that you 
have people who want to help you with your dream." 


"| know. | just don't get what's Eda's deal with me going to Hexside. 
Didn't you say she went there?" 


"Well, yeah, but you know how she is. She doesn't like the 
restrictions of the Coven System. She's just trying to make sure you 
can learn magic the way you want it." 


"Of course, you take her side." 

"I'm not taking any sides. You're my best friend and | just don't want 
you to be so upset. You're going to learn how to do magic, | promise. 
Just hang in there a little longer, okay?" 


"Okay. Still wish | wasn't banned." 


"A-actually, a-about the ban..." Gus spoke up nervously as we 
turned to him. "I, uh... used my H.A.S. presidential authority to pull 
some strings. You've both been given a full pardon!" 


"Full pardon?" | said to him in surprise. 

"You mean..." Luz said to him in disbelief. 

"| got the ban lifted!" Gus told her. 

"OMG! Yes, yes, yes!" Luz cheered as she jumped up from the 
couch and grabbed Gus by the collar, shaking him like crazy. 
"Thanks, Gus! We'll be there tomorrow!" She then got up and 


jumped up and down on the couch. "This will be great! We'll get to 
see the school and save you from losing presidency!" 


"Luz, I'm not going." | spoke up in a bland tone. "Much like my mom 
and sis, there's no way in hell I'm going back to Hexside." 


"Come on, Ryuji. Please?" Luz pleaded. 


"Read my lips. N-O, no." | said, giving her a look. "I don't want a 
repeat of what happened last time." 


"Yeah, but we got something good out of it." Luz said, trying to have 
me look at the bright side. "We met Willow and Gus. And Xander and 
Amity... if that little fiasco counts." 

"True, but my answer is still no." 

"Okay, okay." Luz put her hands in defense. "You win." 


"Don't play that card on me." | told her in a flat tone. "It's not gonna 
work." 


"Ryuji, pleeeeease!" 

"No." It took a moment of silence before she spoke up again. 

"Okay, that's fine." Luz said as she then got off the couch with her 
back turned to me. "I'll go without you. But when I do go, I'll tell 
everyone that the great and powerful DK is afraid of spiders.” | 
gasped at this before | looked to see her giving a mischievous smirk 
that match one belonging to the Grinch. 

"You wouldn't dare." | glared at her. 


"Try me." Luz kept that smirk of hers, not fazed by me which caused 
me to growl out in frustration. 


[Ryuji's aside] 
| can't believe she's using blackmail on me. Mom and Juniper are 


rubbing off her too much. Now I'm really starting to regret telling her 
that secret fear of mine. 


"Fine! You win!" | told her. "I'll go to Hexside with you and Gus." 


"Great! I'll see you tomorrow!" Gus said as he then tried to leave. 


"Hold it right there, Porter!" | said, making Gus stop and turn to me 
as | locked eyes with him. "You better be telling the truth. If this is a 
trick to get us to break into Hexside or if something goes wrong, 
you'll be paying it big time! Got it?" 


"Yeah, got it! No tricks here!" Gus said with a nervous gulp as he 
opened the door. "Okay, gotta go! See you two tomorrow!" With that, 
he quickly left, closing the door behind him. 


"Ugh! Can't believe I'm going back to that place." | groaned in 
disgust. 


"Come on, it won't be so bad." Luz said to me, giving me her usual 
friendly smile. "We're doing this to help a friend, one who actually did 
something to let us do it." 

"Yeah, | guess you're right." | said as | brightened up and smiled a bit 
knowing she had a point. "Gus is a good friend and he would never 
lie to us." 

[No one's view] 

Leaning against the door, Gus gave a sigh of relief that he had 
managed to get Ryuji and Luz to go to Hexside with him before 
cheering out. 


"Yes! You did it, Gus!" Gus said as he started doing a victory dance. 
"You did it, Gus! You're the smartest! You're the beeeeest!" 


"Sweet moves, little dude." Hooty said, spooking Gus. 


"Aah! | always forget you're there!" Gus said as he remembered the 
house demon behind him. 


"| forget I'm here too." Hooty casually said. "Boop." 


A little weirded out by this, Gus pushed it aside as he managed a 
smile. "This is gonna work out after all." 


The next day, Gus met with Willow at the entrance to Hexside and 
told her about what he had accomplished, the Plant Track witch was 
shocked that her friend lied to both Ryuji and Luz about the ban on 
them. 


"Gus, are you crazy?" Willow said to her friend in disbelief. "This isn't 
gonna work out at all!" 


"Well, | feel like | took care of any potential problems." Gus said as 
he nervously rubbed his head. 


"You lied to our best friends and told them you got the ban lifted. 
That seems like a potential problem to me." Willow told him. "Not 
mention what Ryuji's gonna do if he finds out." 


"| know! | Know!" Gus instantly replied back. "But you don't 
understand. The members were going mad. They were bloodthirsty, 
they were touching objects! | had no choice!" 


"Really? What about all the wanted posters around school?" She 
asked, reminding him of what was going on. 


"You mean, these wanted posters?" Gus said with a smirk as she 
showed her multiple copies of Luz and Ryuji's wanted posters stuffed 
in the duffle bag he had before he then pulled out two black cowls. "I 
also got these to keep them undercover." 


“Undercover from what?" Luz asked as she walked behind him, Gus 
quickly slamming the cowl onto the human girl without even giving 
her a chance to react. 


"Behold your new cowl!" Gus told her. 


"Whoa, | love it." Luz said as she bought into the act before Gus 
made the cowl turn around so her face could be seen and allowed 
the hood to drop before she then took a sniff of the cowl. "On the 
Boiling Isles, new things smell old." 


"Hey, where's Ryuji?" Gus asked as he noticed their hybrid friend 
wasn't around. "I got a cowl for him too." 


"That won't be necessary, Gus. | already got things covered." 
Hearing Ryuji's voice, Gus then looked around for a moment. "Down 
here." Looking down, he saw this little, orange dog with short legs 
looking up at him with a smile. "Hey, Gus." 


"Ryuji, is that you?" Gus asked with surprise. 


"Yep, it's me." The dog answered. "Pretty good, huh? Juni showed 
me how to do her combo spell." 


"Yeah, but why come here as a dog?" Gus asked as he raised a 
brow. 


"Actually, I'm a cairn terrier." Ryuji said. "And the reason for that is so 
| don't drag attention. This animal disguise will make sure we don't 
get mobbed by your fellow students." 


"Well, | guess this could work." Gus told the hybrid. "If you stay close 
to Luz, everybody might think she's somebody from the Beast- 
Keeping Track and you're her tamed beast." 


"Sounds good to me!" Luz said, right before she swooped Ryuji up in 
her arms and held him close to her with a bright smile. 


"You were just looking for an excuse to carry me, weren't you?" Ryuji 
asked her. 


"Yeah, sorry." Luz admitted with a blush. "I can't help it. Your animal 
form is just so adorable." 


Ryuji sighed as he turned his face away with a slight blush. "I know." 


"Okay. Ryuji, Keep that disguise. And Luz, keep that hood on and be 
sure to hide your ears." Gus instructed with a nervous chuckle. 
"Wanna keep you under wraps 'til the big reveal." Seeing this, Willow 
only gave a frown of disapproval to Gus. 


"Oh, a fellow showman." Ryuji said to Gus with a smile. 
"Understandable." 


"Yeah, we totally get it." Luz put in as she pulled the cowl's hood 
over her head. "You bring the razzle, we'll bring the dazzle." She 
tossed out some confetti around her with that last part, causing Ryuji 
to chuckle while Willow and Gus were left in confusion. 


"Do you always have confetti on you or..." 


"Yeah, she haves confetti on her." Ryuji spoke up, answering 
Willow's question. More often than you think." 


Suddenly, a low-pitched scream was heard, making Gus flinch 
slightly in pain. Pulling up one of his sleeves to show a small, purple 
imp with a clock as its eye, the creature's fangs pounding on the 
warlock's arm. Gus quickly poked its eye, making it stop. 


"That's my alarm. Uh, we better get going." Gus said, grabbing Luz's 
hand they made their way off. "See you after school, Willow." 


"Later, Willow." Ryuji put in. 


"Bye, friend. Be safe. Make good choices." Luz added as she and 
Gus ran into the school. 


"Oh, Gus." Willow said with worry. "I hope you know what you're 
doing." 
[No one's view] 


At the front door of the Owl House, Juniper and Eda are sitting there, 
talking about what happened earlier with Eda holding her legs close 
to her. 


"Honestly, Juni, this whole thing has got me stumped." Eda said to 
her daughter. "Even after having a bad day in there, Luz still wants to 


go to Hexside instead of learning how to be her own witch with me." 


"Well, unlike you and me, she actually enjoyed her time there at that 
school." Juniper told her. 


"| know and | get that. It wasn't all that bad for me either, to be 
honest." She said as she looked to the side. "But I'm only trying to do 
what's best for her and protect Luz." She then picked up a blue rose. 
"Sure, Hexside looks like it makes young witches grow in magic, but 
it just chews up anything unique and spits out bland mush." With that 
last part, she tears off the rose and lets the pieces fall down onto the 
ground. 


"| chew insects. | turn them into mush." Hooty spoke up not entirely 
being part of the conversation. 


"And while | get worried about Luz about doing magic, you and Ryuji 
are doing just fine." Eda continued. "I hardly have to worry about you 
two... half the time." She said the last part in a bitter tone. 


"Yeah, well that's only because me and him were homeschooled by 
you and Dad." Juniper told her mother. "Besides, Luz actually hada 
good time at Hexside aside from nearly getting killed." 


"Yeah, | can see that and all I've talked about was my own beef with 
that school. The only gain | got from it was your dad. Does Luz need 
to draw her own conclusions?" 


"Well, maybe it wouldn't hurt to try. She did only spend part of a day 
there. Maybe if she saw more of it, we'll see if she'll get any beef with 
it or not." 

"My beef is insects. They're what | eat." Hooty put in. 


"Hooty, unless you got something helpful to say, mind butting out?" 
Juniper bluntly said to the house demon. 


"All | Know is your mom taught me and | turned out just fine." Hooty 
said before he tried to use his tongue to grab a fly that was a few 
inches away from him, making Eda and Juniper give off serious 
blank looks with the Owl Lady's eyes widened as she knew what she 
had to do. 


"| gotta get that girl into school." Eda said, dreading the thought of 
Luz becoming like Hooty. 


[Ryuji] 


After Gus showed us inside, thanks to my new canine ears, | was 
able to overhear a commotion and looked over to see a student with 
orange sleeves and leggings getting picked on by his fellow students 
who were holding his backpack away from him with their magic. | 
growled at this and was about to jump out of Luz's arms to run over 
to help the guy but | was surprised as someone else beat me to it as 
one of the bullies was pulled away by a stage hook. Who beat me to 
those bullies was a pair of these witches dressed in black full-body 
suits with blue cloaks over them, gray boots, and these upside-down 
skull masks. On the cloaks was this yellow nose-like symbol. 


"Trouble." Said one of the witches after they sniffed the bully they 
pulled away, he and his fellow bully now having looks of worry. 


The other bully stepped back to try and make a break for it but was 
soon pulled away by a hook as well. We watched as the two 
students were dragged off, both bullies pleading out as they were 
taken away. 


"No! Not Detention!" 
"The only thing I'm guilty of is being too real!" 


"Woof! Those are some creepy hall monitors." | said as we watched 
them. 


"Those are Detention Sentries." Gus told us. 
"Detention Sentries?" Luz said with surprise. "That's new." 


"Well, they kinda showed up after your last visit." Gus explained to 
us. "They smell trouble, literally. They can tell you're up to something 
even before you do it." 


"Trouble." Said one of the sentries that looked our way. 


"Well, if they're gonna try anything at me, | won't play nice." | said 
with a flat tone as | flashed my teeth. 


"Okay, let's get to the meeting room." Gus said with a nervous smile 
as he grabbed Luz's hand and quickly pulled us away. 


He didn't go far as he ended up bumping into someone, resulting in 
him falling to the ground and whatever was in his bag to spill out, a 
crown along with some papers scattering on the floor. After gathering 
them all, Gus soon looked at the one who bumped into as he spoke. 
Who it was happened to be a warlock about our age with the hood of 
his cowl on with only bangs of his dark brown hair sticking out. 
Seeing the familiar brown on his sleeves and leggings, | saw he was 
in the Construction Track. 


“Augustus.” Said the warlock who stood over Gus with a smug look 
on his face and his hands on his hips. "You should really watch 
where you going." The guy then picked up the crown and dusted it 
off while speaking in a taunting tone. "Don't want the president of the 
H.A.S. getting hurt on his last day in office." Hearing that, | glared at 
the warlock as | didn't like the way he was talking to my friend. It 
wasn't long until he noticed me and Luz. "This must be your human." 
Walking over to us, he then took a good look at Luz. "Hmm... Looks 
like another witchling to me." He then turned his gaze down to me. 
"And | see she's a tamer too. Not a really impressive beast, to be 
honest." 


"I'm more impressive than | look, buddy." | bluntly said, surprising 
him. "Mattholomule, | take it? Do you always talk like a jerk?" The 
guy didn't say anything as he was too shocked even as | gave hima 
smug smile. "What's the matter? Dog got your tongue?" 


"Psst! Psst!" Gus whispered as me and Luz looked over to see our 
friend tapping his ears. "Dazzle." 


"Oh." Luz said before she mimicked a trumpet and then threw off her 
hood. "Ta-da!" 


Upon seeing her ears, Mattholomule gasped in shock. "A human!" 


"Not just any human, an expert human." Gus spoke up confidently as 
he stood up before motioning over to me. "Along with a hybrid who is 
just as an expert." 


"Yeah, we've been doing this for years." Luz said as she played 
along with Gus. 


"Yeah, our buddy Gus told us that you brought in a couple of human 
treasures." | said as | then used my magic to take the crown back 
from Mattholomule and returned it to its rightful owner. "We're here to 
authenticate them, see if you really got things belonging to the 
human realm." 


"See you at the meeting." Gus said before we all then left, leaving 
the Construction Track warlock in shock. 


[No one's view] 


After the trio left, Mattholomule started freaking out as he put his 
back against some lockers, skimming down to the floor in horror that 
he was about to be exposed for bringing fake human treasures. 


"Oh, no, no, no, no! If they find out | lied, they'll never make me 
president." Mattholomule said to himself before he noticed copies of 
Luz and Ryuji's wanted posters on the floor. Picking them up, the 


warlock laughed as he gained an idea with an evil grin. "Ooh, Gus. 
Looks like someone is in trouble." 


Outside the school, as she and Juniper stood in front of it, Eda 
groaned upon seeing the one place she hated growing up. 


"Ugh! | had this nightmare before." She said with a pleading look. 
"Really wish your dad was here with me. He made this place more 
bearable." 


"Well, he's not here, but | am." Juniper said to her mother. "Let's just 
go on and get this over with." With that, the mother and daughter 
pair then made their way inside. 


[Ryuji] 


After dealing with Mattholomule, | spoke to Gus and told him how 
impressed | was by he was able to show us off to that jerk. 


"Nice work showing up Mattholomule, Gus." | said to him with a 
smile. "Didn't Know you had it in you." 


"As president of the H.A.S., | should feel bad about dunking on one 
of our own members." Gus said in a dignified manner before turning 
to us with a proud smile. "But, as a Gus, | feel like doing this: Oh, 
yeah! Oh, yeah!" | laughed as Gus did a little victory dance. 


| didn't get to enjoy it much as something came over and swooped 
me out of Luz's arms. What took me away was actually a who and it 
was this little witch girl who was about as tall as Gus with bright pink 
eyes and black hair tied into these long, double-braided twintails with 
pink ribbons at the base and matching scrunchies at the ends. 
Seeing her azure sleeves and leggings along with that weird cuff like 
the one Xander haves, | knew she was a Warriors Track student. 
She smiled brightly as she looked at me in awe, a look that left me in 
confusion as she held me in her hands. 


"You are so cute!" the witch girl cooed, gushing over at my disguise's 
cuteness. "Who's a widdle guy? Who's a widdle guy? You are! Yes, 
you are!" She then pulled me into a bone-crushing hug. 


"Gizi!" Gus said as | saw him and Luz come over. 


"Oh, hey, Gus!" The witch girl who | guess was Gizi greeted him as 
she stopped hugging me and held me out to him in her hands. "Look 
at this! Isn't this the cutest thing you've ever seen in your life?" 


"Uh, Gus? Who's this?" | said, looking at the girl holding me with 
worry. 


Gizi then gasped in awe. "Oh, my Titan! It talks!" 

"Um, I'm a he, thank you." I told her. 

"Yeah, sorry. She really likes cute things." Gus said before he then 
began introductions. "Ryuji, meet our other new H.A.S. member, 
Gizelle Duskerman." 


"Wait, Duskerman?" | said with surprise. 


"Did you say 'Ryuji'?" Gizi said with more of the same feeling | had. 
"As in the super cool DK the Dragon Kid?" 


"Yep. That little dog is actually him." Gus told her, causing her to 
gasp. 


"Oh, my Titan! Oh, my Titan!" Gizi excitedly said before she then 
looked at Gus with worry. "Wait, aren't they..." 


"Welcomed here at Hexside? Yes, they are." Gus said as he then 
took me and gave me back to Luz before whispering to my newly 
discovered cousin | had. "Gizi, a word?" As the two walked away, me 
and Luz looked at each other as we didn't know what was going on. 


[No one's view] 


"Look, | may have told them that | got the ban lifted so they would 
come." Gus whispered to Gizi, unaware to Luz looking around out of 
curiosity. "Before you say anything, don't you want to spend more 
time with Ryuji?" 


"Well, yeah." Gizi said at the same volume as Luz walked away as 
something caught her attention. "| especially want to see more of 
that cute form he took." 


"Then play along and you'll get to spend the whole day with him." 
Gus said to her. 


"Okie-dokie!" Gizi said. 


"Good, now..." Gus said as they turned around to see Luz gone. 
"Luz?" 


"Whoa! Look at all these trophies!" Looking over, Gizi and Gus see 
Luz stand over in front of a small trophy case with multiple different 
trophies. "Most Bones, Oldest Student.” 


"Well, Hexside is one of the top schools on the Boiling Isles." Ryuji 
said, looking at the trophies. "It stands to reason it would have 
rewards like this." 


"Hey, your dad's name is on one of them!" Luz exclaimed. 


"Really?" Ryuji said before Luz then held him up to the trophy she 
found. "Greatest Feats of Bravery and Extraordinary Magic, Axel 
Frank’. | didn't know he won a trophy here." 


"Maybe you can get an awesome trophy here too!" Luz said with a 
smile. 


"Maybe." Ryuji said as he smiled back at her, the two not noticing the 
Detention Sentry who was walking by stopping to sniff in their 
direction. 


"Okay, time to go." Gizi said, quickly grabbing Luz by the hand and 
dragging her away. "We can't keep H.A.S. waiting." 


"She's right." Gus said as she ran alongside the Duskerman. "Can't 
waste any time out here. We gotta get to the club room." 


"Alright, but you owe us a full tour next time." Luz said to them. 


"Yeah, next time." Gus said, sounding pretty nervous. 
[Ryuji] 


After running for a while, Luz stopped us as she spoke up as she 
spotted something. 


"Oh, look! It's the Abomination professor." Luz said as | looked over 
to see it was the professor we saw the last time we were here. "I 
should introduce myself, apologize for the incident. Hey..." 


"Luz, don't!" | told her, stopping her in time. "I'm trying to avoid 
attention, remember? Besides, | don't think he's gonna be too happy 
to see you. Witches have prejudice against humans, so it would 
stand to reason he would hold a grudge, especially considering you 
helped a former student of his cheat to get a good grade." 


"Yeah, but..." Luz said before Gus spoke up. 
"Oh, would you look at that?" Gus said as he pushed Luz away. "We 


have enough time for a tour of Hexside." Gizi soon followed behind 
Gus. 


[No one's view] 
After a brief waiting period, Eda and Juniper were now in the 


principal's office, face-to-face with Bump himself as the two sat in 
chairs in front of his desk. 


"Been quite a while since I've sat here, huh?" She jokingly asked as 
she took a pencil and placed it on her top lip, balancing it as she 
leaned back putting her heels on the desk. "I gotta admit that it's 
extra weird without you yelling at me for picking fights or stealing." 


"| can easily change that." Bump said in a flat tone, using his magic 
to knock Eda to the floor while putting his nameplate into place. 
"What are you doing here, Edalyn?" 


"| want to-Pfft!" Eda said as she got back up and straightened up her 
messy hair, blowing up a single strand into place. "I want to enroll my 
human, Luz, at Hexside. And before you get all judgy..." 


"That's not a bad idea." He said in almost an instant. 


"You no-good..." Eda was about to rant before she became 
surprised by Bump's response. "Wait, really?" 


"| think the student body could learn a lot from having such an 
exchange student." Bump said as he then got up from his chair and 
walked over to a file cabinet. Hearing this made Eda smirk and lean 
back again, returning her feet to the desk. "But | do have a few 
conditions before | even consider that." He used his magic to turn 
the Owl Lady upside down and make her fall to the floor again. 


"You want to make a deal, Bump?" Juniper said as she raised a 
brow. 


"Easy, Juni." Eda said as she picked herself up before talking to 
Bump. "What do you want?" 


"It has come to my understanding that you have not just one, but two 
children currently in your care." Bump said as he looked to Juniper 
who crosses her arms. "Your son and daughter have both proven to 
be quite skilled in magic." 


"Of course, me and Axel are the ones who taught them." Eda told 
him. 


"Yes, clearly." Bump told her. "Eda, you were one of the biggest 
troublemakers this school has ever had while Axel was the top 
student, yet | will admit that both of you had shown equal amounts of 
promise in prowess. While seeing the troublemaker within your 
children, | also see a lot of great promise too. As such, | want them 
both to enroll here as well." 


"Wait, what?" Juniper said as she and her mother were surprised to 
hear this from Bump. "You actually want me and my bro DK to be 
students here? Didn't you put a ban on us?" 


"Yes, only because you have refused to participate in our 
curriculum." Bump told the young witch. "It is only part of the 
standard rules we have here at Hexside. But, if you both chose to 
attend classes, | can have the ban lifted. Your father was one of our 
best students and we'd be thrilled to have his children here." 


"If you think I'm just gonna enroll here after last time, then..." Juniper 
started. 


"Hold on, Juni." Eda said, interrupting her daughter before speaking 
to Bump. "So, if both Ryuji and Juni become students, you let Luz be 
a student too?" 


"Yes, that's correct." Bump told her. 


"Fine then. I'll enroll the twins." Eda said as she got back in her chair 
and leaned back, putting her feet up on the principal's desk. 


"What?!" Juniper said with shock. "But, Mom..." 


"Hey, look, | know neither you or Ryuji want to go here for your own 
reasons." Eda told her daughter. "I don't want to either, but we don't 
really have much of an option. Bump is no doubt not gonna lift the 
ban on Luz unless you and your brother get in this school. You want 
Luz to get into school, right?" 


"Yeah, but | already know more about magic than most kids my age 
hardly know about! What the hell am | gonna gain from here? I've 
lived my entire life with the idea of being yourself being, your own 
witch, not what someone else wants you to be." 


Eda sighed shaking her head a bit before looking her daughter in the 
eye. "Juni, | rarely have to worry about you. You got your smarts and 
will from your dad, while you got my good looks and personality." 


"| see what you're doing.” Juniper crossed her arms with a flat 
expression. "Buttering me up with those words, | already know that. 
But my answer is still no." 


"Juni, listen. There's only a few things that | regret and one of them 
is not being able to let you live a normal life. If you did, then you'd 
have more friends. | blame myself for that, so did your dad. Besides | 
wouldn't be doing this if | didn't have faith that you wouldn't fall for 
the whole 'One Witch, One Coven' crap they teach here. Plus, 
maybe with all that | taught you, you could teach these dweebuses a 
thing or two about our coven." Eda winked at her, causing Juniper to 
think about it before gaining a smile. 


"Okay, I'll do it." Juniper told her mother. "Guess it won't be so bad. 
Did see some cuties and hotties around these halls." 


"That's my girl." Eda said as she then pets her daughter with a proud 
smile for a moment before she looked back at Bump. "Okay, 
anything else?" 


"Yes. Before any of this, there's a lot to be answered for." After using 
his magic to send Eda back to the floor again, Bump then walked 
back to his desk with a large stack of papers put together in one file. 


"Oh, right. Yeah." Eda said as she picked herself up. "I heard all 
about that abomination incident and the scene my boy made." 


"Oh, I'm not talking about Luz or your son." Bump clarified with a 
stern look as Eda used her magic to pull the chair up from the floor. 


"I'm talking about the necrotic experiments, the graffiti, the scams, 
the cheating, Ms. Jenkinmeyer's teeth!" Sitting down, Eda sunk down 
a bit as she knew where this was going. "I'm talking about the trouble 
you caused when you were here, Eda." He then proceeded to slam 
the file down into the desk, making a loud thud while the witch 
herself flinched. Raising her head back up, Eda looked to see it was 
her permanent record, her name "Edalyn Clawthorne" on the cover. 


"Huh. | thought there'd be more." Eda commented in surprise. 


"More? Mom, you kidding me?" Juniper said in disbelief, shocked by 
her mother's permanent record. 


"If you want your children or your apprentice to attend Hexside, | 
expect you make amends for everything you have done to this 
school." Bump said, making Eda gulp in worry. 


[Ryuji] 


With our tour of the campus of Hexside, | managed to talk with Gizi 
and learned much about her part of the Duskerman Family tree and 
much of what she was doing." 


"Oh, so your mom is Eliphas' cousin." | said to Gizi who nodded with 
a smile. "And the arranged marriage set it so the Duskerman Family 
name would be taken by your dad. So I take it the Duskermans are 
quite the influence on people, huh?" 


"Yeah, whatever my family says goes." Gizi told me as we made it to 
a stadium outside. "Kinda why I'm taking both Beast-Keeping and 
Abomination classes." 


"Well, my Dad did tell me your family is known for having talent in 
both those tracks of magic." | told her. "I also see you're in the 
Warriors Track, though | don't really see a weapon on you." 


"Oh, that's because I'm not a fighter, silly." Gizi casually told me. 


"Not a fighter?" 

"Yeah, I'm a healer which is why I'm also taking Healing classes." 
"Wait, a healer? That's a thing." 

"Well, duh! Did you think all of did nothing but fight?" 


"Well, yeah. That's kind of what | was expecting from the Warriors 
Track. Are you saying people who get in don't actually have to fight?" 


"Yep! We can pick from being the ones who do the fighting or the 
people who stay behind and help the fighters heal up." 


"Surprised | didn't see any more healers the last time | was here." 


"Well, us healers don't usually get to do much unless it's a team 
thingy." 


"Oh, a team match. | guess that makes sense." 


"And here is the Grudgby Stadium." Gus said as we took our seats 
and watched down at the court which resembled a basketball court 
but with hoop rings instead of basketball hoops and had a game 
going on. "This is where we play the sport." 


"Cool. We have something like this back home." | said as we 
watched the witch with the ball run to a hoop right before a griffin 
came in and pulled her into the air. 


"| hate this game!" She screamed as the griffin tosses her through 
the hoop, a horn blaring after that. 


"Wow, that's the first I've seen an obstacle score." | said as Luz, Gus, 
and Gizi clapped right before | heard sniffing and looked over to see 
a Detention Sentry lurking around. 


"Okay, let's keep moving." Gizi said as she and Gus took us away 
from the stadium and back inside the school. 


After a while of walking through the halls, Luz stopped at a door that 
had its own viewing window. 


"Ooh! Ryuji, look!" Luz said as she brought me up to the window. 


"Whoa, that's a lot of plants." | said as | saw the classroom filled with 
all sorts of plants, including one giant mushroom. "What's this 
room?" 


"That's the Plant Track Homeroom." Gus told us. "Practically every 
student in that track does their work in there." 


Looking at one student who was writing something down on a 
clipboard, | watched as she was taken by surprise by the plant 
behind her which opened its bud to reveal a big mouth along witha 
big eye on the inside of each of its petals before chomping on the 
poor girl. 

"Oh, good thing | didn't grow that plant when learning Plant Magic." | 
said, just as Willow came over and tickled the plant by the stem, the 
very plant laughing so hard it spit out her fellow student. 


"Willow, hey!" Luz said, getting the witch girl to turn around and 
happily wave to us. 


"Hi!" Gus greeted her with a nervous smile, causing Willow to lose 
her smile and shake her head in disappointment. 


"Huh. What's up with that?" | asked Gus in confusion. 


"No idea. Let's keep going." Gus said before dragging me and Luz 
away. 


A moment later, Gus took us to a classroom full of mirrors. 


"And this is where | spend my time here: the Illusion Track 
Homeroom." Gus said as he led us into the room. 


"What's up with all the mirrors?" | asked. 


"Oh, those are used for seeing how we do." Gus explained. "We 
often use illusions on ourselves." 


"Ah, | see." | said before | then watched a couple of Illusion Track 
students going through what | could guess what a little test to see 
how well they could use Illusion Magic, two of these students 
happening to be the Blight Twins. 


The teacher there was pleased with the twins' use of magic with 
Emira giving herself longer legs and Edric changing his appearance 
to where he looked like that famous musician Beethoven. While 
those two were pretty confident, the last of them looked pretty 
nervous as she was looking at her textbook, her knees buckled 
together as her teacher came over. When she cast her magic, she 
accidentally removed her face. 


"Ooh! Illusion mishap." | winced at this as the teacher was surprised 
by this. "Been there, done that." After the teacher help the student 
undo her illusion and allowed her to breathe, Luz spoke up. 


"Wait, if you're here," Luz said as she pointed to the Gus next to us 
before pointing to another Gus who seemed to be taking notes in 
another class, "then who's that?" 


"Gus, is that an illusion clone?" | asked while looking at the other 
Gus across the hall. 


"Good eye. Yeah, that's one of my illusions." Gus told me. "I have it 
take notes for me when I'm not around." When the clone showed us 
his paper, showing he wrote "I'm not paying attention", Gus gasped 
in shock as his clone gave a mischievous smile. "He doesn't always 
do what he's told." 


"Then why do you have him taking notes for you?" | asked him. 


"To give me some time for other things, like being the president of 
H.A.S." Gus told me. 


"Wow, you're good." Luz said with an impressed smile. 


"Yeah, that's good Illusion Magic." | said with the same smile. "I 
didn't really expect you to be able to make an independent illusion. It 
took me years just to figure out how to make one like that." 


"Yeah, | moved up a couple of grades." Gus smiles proudly right 
before the little demon on his wrist went off. "Oh, it's time for the 
H.A.S. meeting!" 


"Then let's get rolling!" | said as we all then headed back into the 
hall. We were about to head off until Gus spoke up. 


"Hold on." Gus said before he went to the classroom where his 
illusion clone was at. 


Managing to get Luz to let me go, | went over to Gus and saw him 
glare at his clone who leaned back in his chair to try and look like 
some classic bad boy. With Gus giving the "you're dead" finger slash 
to the neck, the clone gained a look of worry before Gus walked 
away. Knowing that the clone would take learning seriously, | then 
ran off and got back into Luz's arms as Gizi and Gus led us to the 
room where the club meeting was held. Thanks to the dog ears, | 
was able to hear the other H.A.S. members chanting out "Human! 
Hybrid!" repeatedly while pounding on a table in anticipation. 


"Okay, you guys ready?" Gus asked me and Luz after he put on his 
crown. 


"You bet!" | said right before Gus took a deep breath and motioned 
for Gizi to go on ahead. 


"Hear ye, hear ye!" Gizi announced after entering the room, standing 
by the door. "Presenting the president of the Human Appreciation 
Society, Gus!" 


"Hello, everyone." Gus said as he stepped in before pulling out and 
tugging on a paperclip a bit to make it twang a bit before stepping 


aside to motion to the doorway. "Without further ado, it is my distinct 
pleasure to introduce you to..." With that, Luz then made her way 
into the room with a moonwalk, stumbling a bit before removing her 
cowl to reveal her ears. "Luz the Human and..." Jumping out of Luz's 
arms and using the smoke from canceling my spell, | landed at the 
other side of the table with a smile, holding my arms up with a grin. 
"DK the Dragon Kid!" 


The other members were ecstatic to see Gus was true to his word 
and brought an actual human being and a hybrid, one of them who 
was a girl with an eye for a head squealing in excitement. 


"Such showmanship." 
"They're horrifying." 
"Horrifying? | take offense in that!" | said with a glare. 


"Easy, Ryuji. I'm sure he didn't mean that." Gus told me before he 
motioned to the items on the table. "Now, will you inspect the items?" 


"Of course, Mr. President." Luz said as we then walked over to the 
table. "Allow us to determine if they're truly of our realm's origin." 
Just as she was reaching forward to one of the items Mattholomule 
spoke up. 


"Stop!" Mattholomule said right before he smacked all the items off 
the table, much to everyone's surprise. 


"Whoa! What the hell?" | said to him. 


"| have something to say." Mattholomule said with a look of shame. "I 
lied. All that | brought, they're all fake. I'm sorry, it's just that I'm new 
here at Hexside and making friends has been hard." He paused. 
letting what he said sink in. "I thought if | was important enough, 
people would like me. But instead, all | did was cause trouble. I'm 
sorry. Didn't mean to make so much drama. | think it's best that | just 


go." 


"Hey, man. It's okay. You're only human." Luz said before she 
paused realizing how she said it. "Well, you know what | mean." 


"Mattholomule, you aren't alone." Gus said with a comforting smile. 
"You have a place here in the H.A.S." The other members seemed to 
believe what he had just said as they all went on to comfort 
Mattholomule. 


"Yeah, we totally get it. All water under the bridge." Gizi put in. 
"You're not alone." 

"We admire your honesty." 

"You're one of us." 


"Thanks, guys." Mattholomule said with a smile. "I knew you'd 
understand." While everyone else was pulled in by this, | rolled my 
eyes as | wasn't buying his little act. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Geez, this guy really is a grade-A douchebag. Can't believe these 
guys are actually buying this crap he's selling. "Oh, I'm so sorry for 
lying. | didn't mean to cause trouble, | just wanted you guys to like 
me." Seriously, that's gotta be the worst fake sad story I've ever 
heard. First, he tries to make a fool out of Gus, now he's gonna toy 
with everybody just to be more favorable? Well, if that's the game 
he's gonna play, then he's gonna know what happens to guys like 
him when they try to mess with people. 


After hearing that sob speech, | gained a smug smile before doing a 
slow clap, getting everyone's attention as | prepared to show 
Mattholomule what he was dealing with. 


"Wow, Matt. That was quite the truth you told there." | sarcastically 
said, putting on a fake warm smile. "Really, thanks for opening up to 
us. | can really sense you getting everyone's trust." Using my magic | 
then dragged Mattholomule over to me. "Seeing that, how about | tell 
you something about myself?" With that, | then drew out my Saisho 
and held in front of him, Mattholomule's eyes widening from seeing 
me do this. "Pretty impressive sword, huh? Yeah, the Saisho is one 
of the finest weapons ever to be crafted by a Frank for a Frank. As | 
recently discovered, it's also capable of changing its form and 
becoming other kinds of weapons too. So | can use it to cut through 
my opponents with ease with a sword..." | then used my magic to 


change it into Saisho Yari. "... or either to pummel them into the 
ground or shish-kebab them with a lance..." | then changed my 
weapon into Saisho Yumi. "... or even pin them to the wall with 


arrows." Seeing the fear in his eyes, | then transformed my Saisho 
back to normal and held it where the blade's tip was right in front of 
him. "Basically, my Saisho makes me someone you don't want to 
mess with. You hate to be the guy who'd get on my bad side, such 
as picking on my friends or making a fool out of them. But we now 
know you won't try anything like that, would you?" 


Mattholomule gulped before he gave out a nervous answer. "Nope! | 
would never! You can totally trust me!" 


"Good. Then we continue with this meeting." | said as | then put my 
Saisho back on my back and went over to the other. 


| didn't really believe he was telling the truth, but decided to play 
along as | knew Mattholomule would show his true colors even while 
being threatened. 


[No one's view] 


Elsewhere at Hexside, Bump led Eda over to the cafeteria as he was 
having her do a series of chores so that Luz could attend the very 
school, Juniper following behind her mother. While she was against 
undoing her own work, she knew she had to get Luz into Hexside. 


She also knew she'd have to have a talk with her boy once the day 
was over with. 


"Ugh! | don't wanna do this!" The Owl Lady grunted in frustration. 


"There's the whiny rebel teen | remember." Bump said, patting Eda 
on the shoulder before passing her a mop. "Here, you can start by 
cleaning up all the hexed graffiti you left us." Motioning to some 
lockers in front of them, there was graffiti all over them which had 
Eda's name written on them, both figuratively and literally. "Good 
luck." 


"Meh!" Eda stuck out her tongue as Bump walked away 

"Eda rules, Bump drools." Juniper said, reading some graffiti on 
some lockers. "Wow, you really were a rebel. Sure you don't need 
my help with this, Mom?" 

"Yeah, I'm fine. It's my mess, not yours." Eda said as she dipped the 
mop in a nearby bucket before raising it out to mop at some of her 
graffiti which actually moved away to avoid being cleaned. 

After a moment of it avoiding her efforts, the graffiti gathered itself 
and changed to say "Mother, Noooo!" Though Eda tried to mop it 
away, it still avoided her. 


"Ohhh, this better be worth it." Eda groaned out as she saw this was 
going to be a long day for her. 


[Ryuji] 


After the meeting, me and Luz said our goodbyes to the other H.A.S. 
members who all then went on to head home, including my cousin. 


"Bye, cousin! See ya next time!" Gizi said as she walked out. 


"Thanks for coming." Her fellow female member said. 


"Come back soon." The goat-like demon member added. 


"Thank you. Hope to see you again!" The eyeball girl mumbled 
before leaving. 


"Eh, we'll see what happens." | replied before stretching out a bit. 
"Well, this is almost over with. Gus, mind telling me where the 
restrooms are?" 


"Yeah, just go down the hall to the left and make another right." 
"Much appreciated." | said before casting my disguise back on. 


Leaving the room, | only stopped partway before casting a 
concealment barrier on myself. The reason for this is because | knew 
that if everyone thought | left, Mattholomule would have a reason to 
put a plan of his into motion. | was right as | hear Mattholomule scoff 
and looked into the room to see him speak to Gus and Luz. 


"Hey, Augustus, Luz." Mattholomule said to them. "Thank you for 
being so forgiving. " 


"We've all been the new kid before. Right, Gus?" Luz said in an 
understanding tone. 


"Yeah." Gus agreed in the same tone. 


"Well, | just have one thing to say..." Mattholomule said right before 
two Detention Sentries made their way in the room, the Construction 
Track student holding up Luz's banned poster. "There she is! She's 
the intruder!" 


Walking over to Luz, one of them sniffed the air before saying 
"Trouble." 


"No, it's fine. The ban's been lifted." Luz said, trying to put things at 

ease while not fully realizing what was happening. "Tell them, Gus." 
Gus didn't say anything as Luz was then hooked and dragged away 
by the Sentries. "Gus! Tell them!" 


"Oh, who's the liar now, Augustus?" Mattholomule said to Gus witha 
wicked grin, making me growl at the jerk for pulling something like 
this. 


[No one's view] 


In the Plant Track Homeroom, Willow was using her magic to water a 
plant while also thinking about how she was treating Gus for lying to 
Luz and Ryuji about the ban. 


"Maybe I've been too hard on Gus." Willow said as she thought 
about apologizing to her fellow student and friend. "I mean, how 
much trouble could they get into?" 


"Help!" Hearing that cry, Willow looked out the door's window to see 
Luz being dragged away by a Detention Sentry. "Aah! | don't even 
learn here!" 


"Luz!" Willow said with worry. 


"Where are you taking me?" Luz asked with a worried look on her 
face. 


"Detention." The sentry told her. 


"Oh, well that doesn't sound so bad." Luz said as they stopped in 
front of a large door that revealed itself to be a three-eyed demon as 
it opened its mouth, causing Luz to scream in fear. 


[Ryuji] 


After Luz was taken away, Gus spoke out to Mattholomule, enraged 
by him tricking us and getting Luz into detention. As they were 
talking, | started to sneak my way over to Mattholomule as | was now 
mad as hell. 


"What... did you... do?" Gus said as he glared at Mattholomule. 


"Revealed your little lie." Mattholomule said to him. "And don't worry, 
you'll be joining her as soon as tell Principal Bump that you snuck 
the human in." 


"But | thought we were cool." Gus said to him. "You apologized for 
lying and everything!" 


"Like I'd actually apologize." Mattholomule said to him. "Ah, boo- 
hoo! I'm sorry. I'm the new kid, | want to make friends’. Ha! | can't 
believe you two fell for that. | love making drama. All | want is power. 
Now thanks to you, I'm gonna get it." Getting right behind him, | went 
ahead and removed my disguise as | glared down at Mattholomule. 


"| wouldn't count on it." | angrily told him before grabbing and holding 
up Mattholomule as he turned around and yelped in fear. "I knew you 
were a douchebag." 


"Wait, | was just joking! |..." 
"Don't even try it." | told him. "No lie is gonna help you now." 


"Ryuji, I'm so sorry." Gus said to me with a look of shame. "I know | 
should've told you the truth about the ban, | was just..." 


"No need to apologize, Gus." | told my friend. "While | am 
disappointed that you lied to me and Luz, | understand your reason 
considering what this S.O.B. has done." | glared at Mattholomule 
with that last part. "Considering this is your fault to begin with, you're 
now gonna help us get Luz out of detention." 


"Really? And how exactly are you and Mr. President here gonna do 
that?" Mattholomule said with a raised brow of doubt. Looking over 
to Gus, we saw him pull back a fist, surprised as he looked ready to 
punch Mattholomule. 


"By taking executive action." Gus said right before he then reached 
out and pulled the tongue of a nearby bell, making it scream before it 
sprayed water at us. 


Seeing that was the fire alarm, it wasn't long until the Detention 
Sentries came in and captured all three of us, dragging us away with 
the hook. 


"But | didn't pull the alarm! It was Augustus!" Mattholomule said as 
he tried to get away. "Are you even listening to me? | demand 
justice!" 


"Oh, shut up! You deserve this and you know it!" | told the whining 
warlock. 


[No one's view] 


Unknown to the three as they were dragged away by the sentry, 
Willow poked her head out from a corner and watched with surprise 
at what was happening. 


[Ryuji] 


"So we're getting taken to detention." | said as we were getting 
dragged through the halls. "That's not so bad, is it?" Stopping in front 
of a large, green door that lifted up a bit from the bottom to reveal a 
mouth full of fangs, the door revealing to be a demon with three 
eyes. "Oh, come on! Seriously?" Just then, the sentry tossed all 
three of us through the demon's mouth. 


"Wait!" Mattholomule said as the sentry left and the demon closed its 
mouth before the warlock ran over and started pounding on the door. 
"Get me out of here!" 


"Luz!" Gus said as | looked over to see my human friend hiding 
behind a rock. 


"Luz, are you okay?" | asked her as we then picked ourselves up. 


"Yeah, I'm fine, but what's going on?" Luz said to us. "Gus, you said 
the ban was lifted!" 


"He lied, Luz." | told her. "He only told us that so we would come. 
Though the only reason he did that was because of that jackass 
back there." | pointed to Mattholomule with my thumb with that last 
part. 


"I'm really sorry, |..." Gus said right before the ground started 
shaking and we watched as the floor opened up like some sort of 
mouth. 


Looking down into the pit, | was horrified to see walls of teeth, eyes, 
and clear blue tentacles along with blue pods filled with students and 
a few skeletons lying around. Me and Luz had seen all kinds of 
freaky and terrifying stuff during our stay on the Boiling Isles, but this 
horror show really took the cake as Luz screamed in horror. 


[No one's view] 


In the cafeteria, something came bursting through the doors followed 
by a large cloud of dust. Stepping out of the room was Eda, covered 
in purple slime and with a few small ghosts stuck in her hair. Juniper 
was behind her, helping her mother carry a large sack that had 
something moving inside of it. While entering the room, a few ghosts 
groaned as they fell down on the floor. As they walked over to Bump, 
the Owl Lady clearly showed she was not having a good time 
making up for her mistakes. 


"There. The girls' locker room is ghost-free." Eda said as she and her 
daughter slammed the bag down on the floor. 


"Are you ready to give up?" Bump asked in an amused tone before 
picking a ghost out of her hair. "You've barely scratched the surface." 
The silver-haired witch growled in annoyance before she and Juniper 
looked over to a few female students. 


"No, like this." Said one of the girls who was a member of the H.A.S. 
as she made a Spell circle that created a fireball which soon turned 
into a snowball, falling down onto the table. 


"Wow. Friendship really is the real magic." The other girl proceeded 
to mimic what her classmate did. 


"Geez, they're just as bad as Luz." Juniper noted as she watched the 
two witches hug each other. 


"Yeah, they are." Eda said as she gained a smile upon seeing this. 
"She'd love it here." Now determined to get Luz into Hexside, she 
turned to Bump. "All right. What's next, Bumpikins?" With a smile of 
enjoyment, Bump brought out a toilet plunger as his way of instantly 
giving the Owl Lady her answer and causing her to groan. 


[Ryuji] 

"This is detention?" | exclaimed while using my Saisho to fight off 
blue tentacles. "Trapped in a room full of tentacles to be put into 
pods?" 

"Yeah, this is like a death sentence!" Luz put in. 


"| had no idea!" Gus said, just as shocked as us. "I've never been in 
detention before!" 


"Welcome to my world." Mattholomule said as he scooted across the 
wall to Gus. "Believe it or not, in my old school | was in detention 
plenty of times." 


"That isn't hard to believe!" Luz commented. 
"Yeah, you're a real asshole!" | added. 


"Well, down in detention, this asshole is king." The jerk warlock said 
plainly. "So, if you wanna get out, you better do exactly what | say." 


"Well, since you know so much, mind telling me what's happening to 
the students in those pods?" | said to him. 


"Oh, them? They're fine." He told me. "It's just the detention demon 
making sure they don't cause any trouble. It keeps them in those 
pods and influences them into being good students." 


"Detention demon? Influence?" | said, shocked by what he was 
telling me. "So this is what they do here? Brainwash any student 
acting out into behaving?" 


"Yeah, that's basically it." 
"That's not detention, that's forced rehabilitation!" 


"Hey, it's how it works here. Now, before we get to escaping, we first 
gotta..." Much to our surprise as he walked to the pit, something 
shot up into the air. It was a demon that resembled a large green 
snake with a human-like face and glowing, red eyes. The snake 
hissed before it shot out a blue tendril that wrapped around 
Mattholomule's ankle, the warlock gaining a look of fear. "Already?" 
he then screamed away as he was dragged down inside the pit. 


"Mattholomule!" Luz said as we peered down and watched as the 
warlock was placed into one of those blue pods before she then 
looked over to Gus with a hurt expression. "You lied to us, Gus! You 
lied about the ban! Why?" 


"| was afraid. | acted stupid." Gus answered with shame. 


"Yes, you did!" The human girl firmly as me and Gus then scoot our 
way over to her, keeping our backs up against the wall. 


"Why exactly is being the president of H.A.S. such a big deal to 
you?" | said to him. 


"Because it's the only place where | felt like | belonged." Gus said as 
he explained his reasons. "Remember when | said | skipped a few 


grades? Well, that's not really a good thing." 


"What do you mean? You get to learn more complex magic than 
other people your age." | told him. "That's cool, right?" 


"Yeah, but my classmates are older than me." Gus told me. "It's hard 
being younger than everyone. You're overlooked, ignored. At 
Hexside, practically nobody ever bothers with me, don't think I'm 
important. But, at the H.A.S., | mattered. As president, | could make 
sure no one would ever get left behind or feel left out. | didn't want to 
lose that. I'm really sorry for dragging you into this." 


"Gus, it's okay." | said as | put a hand on his shoulder, giving hima 
smile. "If anyone knows what it's like to feel like the odd one out, it's 
us. Plus, we're friends. Friends are always there for each other." 


"Yeah, we get it." Luz said, giving him the same smile. "And there's 
no need for us to lie to each other." 


The tender moment of friendship we had didn't last as we heard a 
loud hiss coming from the pit and looked to see a bunch of that 
snake-like demon from before slithering their way toward us. 


"Let me make it up to you. I've got a plan." Gus said to us just as one 
of the demons shot up. 


"Yah!" Luz said as she was spooked by it before sending it falling 
down with a kick to the face. 


"Okay, we're in. Where do we start?" | asked Gus. 


"By leaving no one behind." Gus said as he grabbed our hands and 
jumped down into the pit, dragging us with him. | was able to help us 
land safely with a wind blast. Once at the bottom, we scanned the 
area and found Mattholomule's pod before dragging him down. 


"You will be a good student." Said a voice that echoed throughout 
the pit. 


"| will be a good student." The warlock said as he was in some sort 
of trance. 


"Ugh! This place is sick and twisted." | said right before Luz then bit 
down onto the pod to try to use her teeth to rip it open, only to fail. 


"You know, it didn't taste as bad as | thought it would." She admitted 
before | decided to take things from here. 


"Here, | got it." | said as | then got ready to use my Saisho to cut 
open the pod. 


"No, let me do it." Gus said as he held up a hand to stop me. 
"What? Are you gonna use magic to open this?" | asked him. 


"Oh, I'll use magic." Gus said as he reached into his cowl and pulled 
out a paperclip, pulling at the edge to straighten it out. "Human 
magic!" Raising it up, he then stabbed into the pod and used the little 
piece of metal to cut Mattholomule free. 


"Am | a good student?" Mattholomule said, still in the trance. But my 
Saisho away, | hauled the warlock over my shoulder. 


"Whoa! This guy is as light as a feather." | said, surprised by how 
light the warlock was. Just when we were about to leave, the 
demons we saw earlier appeared and surrounded us, hissing away, 


"This is part of the plan, right, Gus?" Luz asked, hoping our friend 
had another trick up his sleeve. 


"Or the illusion of a plan." Gus said before he made a spell circle and 
put his hand up against it, motioning it away and creating even more 
circles that exploded into multiple copies of himself, me, and Luz 
which spread everywhere. 


"Nicely done, Gus." | said with an impressed smile as the confused 
demons tried to strike at the clones. 


"A genius and a wordsmith." Luz applauded as Gus grabbed a large 
piece of bone and we used the opportunity to start climbing with the 
snakes hot on our trail. As we reached the top and | set 
Mattholomule down, Luz set kicked a snake while | punched a 
second one and Gus bashed a third with the bone he had. 


"We're gonna have to bust down the door!" Gus said as he ran 
forward. 


"I'm on it!" | said as | went over to the door and got ready to use a 
Flame Dragon's Roar on it, Luz picking up Mattholomule and running 
over to Gus as more demons went after us. 


[No one's view] 


On the other side of the door, Willow had started to remove the bar 

on the door as she was on a mission to rescue her friends, unaware 
that Gus had already had it handled and Ryuji was about to bust the 
door open. While doing so, she then heard Eda's voice and stopped 
to turn around and look in surprise upon finding the Owl Lady along 
with the Demon Flame in Hexside. 


"| washed off all the graffiti, apologized to Jenkinmeyer for stealing 
her teeth, caught all the wild cerebi." Eda said as she listed all the 
tasks she had done for Bump as he followed her and Juniper, very 
pleased to know that she was done with all the chores. "Ah, we 
should be good." 


"It will be very exciting to have a real human exchange student." 
Bump said as he took her hand to shake it. "Not to mention, two 
possible prodigies among us." 


"Well, I'm looking to be a powerful witch like my mom." Juniper told 
him. "Of course, we still got to get DK on board with this." 


"And you won't tell the Emperor's Coven about this, will you?" Eda 
quickly asked as a precaution. 


"No. Hexside School is safe for all of you." Bump reassured her. "I'm 
the principal, not a stooge. Consider your pupil and children our 


pupils.” 
BANG! 


Hearing the loud explosion, they lost their smiles as they all turned 
over to the detention door which was now nothing but singed rubble. 
Willow covered her sigh as the dust and smoke cleared to reveal 
Ryuji holding his sword out in front of him with Luz and Gus right 
behind him. 


[Ryuji] 


"Okay, maybe the Flame Dragon's Roar was a bit much, but at least 
we're out." | said as Gus coughed up some smoke. 


"Ryuji! Luz!" Hearing her, | looked in surprise as | watched my mom 
run over to me with a smile. 


"Mom, what are you doing here?" | asked her. 


"Oh, just dealing with a few things." Mom told me. "Luz, guess who 
got you into Hexside!" 


Before Luz could say anything, those demons showed up and hissed 
at us for a moment until they stopped at the snap of someone's 
fingers. Looking over to see Bump walk over to us with a look of 
disappointment, | watched as the demons' eyes stopped glowing red 
and they gained looks of worry. 


"Uh, sorry, Principal Bump... sir." One of the demons apologized 
before they all quickly slithered back into the room. 


"Hi, Principal Bump." | nervously said as the principal looked very 
displeased. 


"Ryuji, what were you and Luz doing in detention?" Bump asked us. 


"Ugh, kids." Mom groaned, putting a hand against her face. 


"To think that any student or child of yours would be capable of doing 
anything but create chaos." Bump said to my mom. "Eda, take both 
your children and your apprentice and leave! You're all banned from 
this campus!" 


"Wait, that's it?" Juniper said in disbelief. "After cleaning up 
everything, you're just gonna kick us out of here?" 


"Juni, it's fine." Mom said with a grunt of annoyance. "Come on, kids. 
Let's go." 


"Wait, Principal Bump!" Gus spoke up just as we were about to 
leave, grabbing the principal's attention. "Don't blame them. | told 
Luz and Ryuji the ban was lifted. Me and another member were 
fighting over the Human Appreciation Society. | brought Luz and 
Ryuji in because | wanted to win. This is all my fault." 


"If that's so, Augustus, would you be willing to accept her punishment 
as your own?" The older warlock firmly asked as he approached his 
student, hoping to get an answer. 


"Yes, Principal Bump. | would." Gus said, surprising us. 


"Huh. Dang, dweebus." Mom commented, actually finding a new 
respect for Gus entirely. 


"Very well." Bump said before he then turned around to face me, 
Luz, and my sis. "In light of that, barring any more trouble, you three 
will all officially be enrolled in Hexside next semester." While Luz and 
oddly Juniper were happy to hear this, l-on the other hand-was just 
confused. 


"Wait, what?" | said, not really getting this. "What do you mean? | 
told you, I'm not going to Hexside." 


"Uh, Ryuji?" Mom asked me. "Mind if | talk with you? Alone?" 


After managing to get us a good enough distance away from 
everyone, she then whispered to me what she had done and | was 
shocked from hearing this. 


"What?!" | said to her. "You enrolled me into Hexside?" 
"Ryuji, calm down." Mom told me. 


"Calm down? How do you expect me to calm down? You signed me 
up for something | didn't want to do without even asking me! | can 
get why you wanted Luz in Hexside, but you didn't need to go behind 
my back and drag me into this!" 


"| know, | Know." Mom admitted, raising her hands in defense. 
"You're absolutely right, | should've talked to you about this." 


"Then why didn't you?" From there, she then pulled me over and 
whispered to me. 


"Aside from doing ‘heinous chores' for that old fart, Bump wanted 
one thing from me in exchange for letting Luz come here. He wanted 
to enroll you and Juni." 


"What? He said that?" | raised an eyebrow at this as | found that 
hard to believe. 


"| just was just as Surprised as you were. Honest." 

"So you're saying that if | don't go to Hexside, neither can Luz?" 
"That's the deal." 

"That bastard." 

"Ryuji, while | might not like this place, it still holds a lot of memories 
for me. Both good and bad. | have to admit, if it wasn't for Hexside, 
then | wouldn't have ever met Axel or ended up having you or Juni or 


even Ben. The point is don't let my past affect your life. Much like 
Juni, | want you to have your own experiences and make yourself 


memories that'll last a lifetime. | know it's gonna be hard to adjust, 
but just give yourself a chance. Besides, you won't be here by 
yourself. Juni's here and so are your other friends and Luz. Don't just 
do it for me, do it for her. For Luz." 


Thinking about it for a moment, | looked over to Luz who looked at 
me with concern which got me to realize that my mom was right. 
Sure, | didn't like the idea of going to Hexside, but | knew that this 
was something that Luz wanted to be a part of. If going to that school 
would make her happy, then | couldn't take that away from her. 


"Well, she does seem to be happy here." | said before | turned back 
to my mom with a smile. "Okay, I'll do it. For Luz." 


"That's my boy." Mom smiled proudly as she pat my head a bit. With 
that, she then stood up and called out to Luz and Juniper as we 
walked over to them. "Juni, Luz, come here. | got something | want 
to talk to you about." With all three of us together, she then spoke 
again. "Listen, I'm only doing this because | have faith in you. | know 
you're too smart to fall for that 'One Witch, One Coven' nonsense. 
You can learn a lot from the witches and warlocks here and maybe 
teach them some of that Bad Witch Coven magic too." 


"| didn't hear that." Bump said as he turned over to Gus. "As for you, 
| would be saying detention right now, but that seems to be out of 
order. So, as of now, I'm removing you from the Human Appreciation 
Society." He then removed the crown. 


"Does that make me president?" Mattholomule asked, his face flat 
on the ground. 


"Impressive. Still alive." Bump said before tossing the crown over to 
the young warlock. "Yes, | Suppose you are." 


"Yes!" Mattholomule said, being so happy to win that he ignore the 
pain. 


"Yeah, congratulations, Matt." | sarcastically said with a satisfied 
smile. "You're now the president of the /east popular club in all of 
Hexside." 

"What?" He said with confusion. 

"What? Did you think the Human Appreciation Society had any 
influence around here?" | told him. "A lot of witches have prejudice 
against humans, dude. There are only a few that actually like them. 
Why do you think there were so few members in H.A.S.?" 

"Oh, no." Mattholomule said with realization. 


"Yeah, you're at the bottom of the social standards, dude. Karma can 
be such a bitch, huh?" 


"Damn it." Mattholomule groaned in defeat. 


"Now, with that accomplished," Bump said as he walked over to my 
mom, "we have some paperwork to fill out, Eda." 


"Wait! | gotta do more stuff?" Mom said in disbelief before groaning. 
"Ugh! You better enjoy this place, kids." 


"Well, I'm gonna get going." Juniper said as she then started walking 
away. "See ya at home, bro." After she was gone, Gus then spoke 


up. 
"Wanna finish off that tour?" Gus asked. 


"| can show you guys what plants are safe or not in the greenhouse." 
Willow chimed in. 


"| wouldn't mind seeing what you guys grow around here." | put in. 


"Yeah! Let's go." Luz said as we all then went on with the tour. 


After the tour and getting back home, when | asked what she did to 
get me and the girls into Hexside, Mom pulled out a stack of papers 
which happened to be her permanent record from Hexside and said 
she had to clean up the mess she made with her record acting as 
the list. While | knew that she was a troublemaker when she was my 
age, what we saw in her record was way beyond what | expected. 


One time, she let loose a pack of feral ghosts in the girls' locker 
room, ghosts that flew around the place telling bad ghost jokes. It got 
so bad that they called in some people called "ghost blasters" to rid 
of them, but those guys ended up accidentally opening a portal to 
some sort of ghost dimension that threatened to overtake the Isles. 
Another time, she raised an army of abominations to start a food 
fight in the cafeteria to get her sister Lilith's lunch money back from 
some thief. The abominations soon turned on her and turned into a 
giant abomination which forced my mom, her sister, and the thief to 
work together to stop it from destroying Hexside. Another time, she 
hexed the school bells so they would sing a song called "Since U 
been Conned" which lasted for five hours and was only stopped 
when somebody pitted two of these bells against each other in an 
argument over who was a better boy band: Babies to Boys or Two 
Seconds to New York. The worst of it was that no one was allowed to 
go home early. Another time, she actually brought in some giant 
bugs which tore up Hexside, just about every chair and table their 
getting chewed up. One time, she let the school's griffin out of its pen 
and fed it some spicy food which made it barf all over the grudgby 
field. Took them a while just to clean it all up. | was just shocked by 
all this. 


"Wow. Bump wasn't kidding." Luz said with surprise. "You were a 
terrible student." 


"Yeah, you got into more trouble than | did." | added. 


"Which is why | want you to do better than | did." Mom told me. 
"While | don't mind you being independent, | also want you to keep a 
low profile. We don't want the Emperor's Coven to know what we're 
doing. Bump isn't gonna squeal on us, but if they find out you're 


attending Hexside, it'll be all kinds of trouble for us. Don't drag too 
much attention, got it?" 


"Got it, Mom." | told her. 


"Yeah, yeah." Juniper said. "But if they try dragging me into that 
detention room, then you better be prepared to homeschool me 
more." 


"Deal." Mom said with a chuckle. 


Well, this day was certainly full of surprises. After a little crazy day 
from me and Luz sneaking into Hexside, my mom had managed to 
get me, Luz, and my sister enrolled for classes at that school. | don't 
really want to go to Hexside due to the fact that I'm trying to avoid 
the Emperor's Coven, but | will go if it means Luz can be a student 
there with me. Not really sure what the Boiling Isles school life is 
gonna be like, especially with Juniper going there with me, | think 
Mom might be right and that | was going to like going there. At least | 
can now go onto school grounds without any problems and I'll be 
following in both hers and Dad's footsteps, hopefully not to where | 
end up getting stuck in the Coven System. The point is, as long as | 
got my friends by my side, | think I'll be able to make some pretty 
good memories at Hexside just like my parents did. Hopefully, once 
we start our classes, both me and Luz will have the best learning 
experience of our lives. DK out! 


Author's Note: Hey, guys! | hope you all like the new chapter. That 
was quite an eventful day, huh? Ryuji and Luz got to learn more 
about how schools in the Boiling Isles work and learn more about 
their friend Gus. Not only that, but Luz has gotten her wish and is 
now able to go to Hexside. While not really looking forward to 
attending, Ryuji and Juniper are willing to be enrolled at Hexside for 
Luz's sake. What will school life in the Boiling Isles be like for the 
teenage trio? Only time will tell. By the way, Gizelle 'Gizi' Duskerman 
is voiced by Caitlin Glass. In the next chapter, Ryuji and Luz learn 
more about the relationship between witch and palisman and what it 


means to have a witch's staff. That's all | got for now. Don't forget to 
leave a comment to tell me what you think of it. See you all in the 
next chapter! 


Chapter 10: Escape of the Palisman 


Chapter 10: Escape of the Palisman 


A few days had passed since that little incident Gus tricked me and 
Luz into showing off that douchebag Mattholomule. While it wasn't 
very pleasant considering that me and Luz ended up finding out just 
what a nightmare detention in the Boiling Isles is like, there were 
some positives that came with it. | got to meet Gizi, the Duskerman 
cousin | didn't know | had, and Luz was able to get into Hexside. Of 
course, Luz could only get enrolled as long as me and Juniper were 
enrolled with her. While me and my sis aren't exactly okay with this 
idea, we're willing to suck it up so Luz could attend school. I'm willing 
to do anything if it means Luz can be happy. It was going to be a 
while before the next semester started, but we were willing to wait it 
out. Right now, we were in Bonesborough, doing what King wanted 
to do. What the little demon wanted to do was to go down to the local 
slayground, the Boiling Isles version of a playground, and "conquer" 
it. Turns out King had never been to any playground before which 
actually made sense since he had been living at the Owl House. 
Considering how my mom and sis couldn't really go out much, it's 
expected that King wouldn't be able to try many things. 


Much like she has done with me, Luz managed to convince my mom 
to have us take King down to the slayground. With me, Luz, Mom, 
and Juniper sitting on the bench, | managed to get a good look at 
this slayground and-as | expected-it was a freaky version of a 
playground. Like everywhere else, where usually something was 
alive, there indeed were things there that stood out. The playground 
set had a demon-like design and there were octopus tentacles 
moving around in the sandbox. Where we were sitting, there was a 
sign that said "All bloodthirsty monsters must be leashed". While 
understandable, | find it hard to believe anyone would bring anything 
bloodthirsty to someplace where little kids played. While me, my 
mom, and Juniper were doing fine with King going into the 
slayground on his own, Luz was stressing out from it all. 


"Luz, calm down." | said, looking over to my friend with a reassuring 
smile. "It's just his first day at the slayground." 


"| can't help it, DK!" Luz replied back, frantically. "What if he gets 
hurt?" She then gasped. "What if the kids are mean to him? My 
parental instincts are freaking out, man!" 


"Luz, come on." Juniper said as she was reading her manga. "He's 
fine. Besides, it's too early for those to kick in now." 


"Hey!" Luz exclaimed, pointing a finger at her. "It is never too early to 
develop parental instincts!" 


"Juni's right, Luz." Mom said, agreeing with my sister. "You really 
shouldn't act like a mother just yet. And King's fine. Look at him." 


"Yeah, it does look like he's having fun." | said as we looked over to 
see King trying to climb up a slide. 


"Aw! | wonder what cute little game he's playing." Luz cooed at the 
sight. 


"Probably something to satisfy his ego." Juniper said in a bored tone 
as she continued reading her manga. 


"Stand back, cretins!" King cried out as he continued climbing up the 
slide with a few kids watching him. After a little more he got to the top 
and cried out in victory. "Yes! Yes! This is a throne worthy of a tyrant. 
Bow to me you snotty underlings! Bow!" The two kids at the bottom 
of the slide exchanged a look with another at this demand. 


"Okay!" They said as they did the opposite and did a few silly antics. 


"Yes... appease your master." King said before a kid with snot 
trailing from his nose came up behind him. 


"This isn't for standing." The kid said. "It's for sliding. You try." While 
the kid was only trying to push him down the slide, instead King 


came tumbling down it as he was taken by surprise before wailing 
over to us like a little kid. 


"Eda! That monster took my throne." 

"You mean the baby?" Eda asked in an amused tone. 

"No, the usurper." King said as he pointed to the kid who was now 
playing on a spring rider. "I want you to go over there and blow him 
up. Kaboom!" 

"Kaboom!" The kid said as he mimicked what King said. 

"Really, King?" | said to the little demon. "You seriously need to be 
able to handle things on your own. You can't just call on us to help 
you with anything that doesn't go your way." 


"Yeah, I'm not using Owlbert to blow up a five-year-old." My mom 
added, the Owl Lady twisting her palisman off her staff and making 
the little owl hoot as he woke up. "He's got better things to do. Like 
this." She scratched the little owl's side, making him warble like a pet 
who enjoyed this sort of affection. 


"Aw! What a sweetie." Luz said, gushing at the sight. "How did you 
get him?" 


"Get? | made Owlbert." Eda told her. 
"Wait, you made Owlbert?" | asked my mom in surprise. 


"Yeah." She said to me. "I carved him from the branch of an ancient 
tree." 


"You know how to make a palismen?" 
"Of course. Why else do you think your dad has one of his own?" 


"Yeah, it's actually a thing in our family." Juniper put in as she kept 
reading. "The Clawthornes are actually known for being palisman- 


makers." 


"Really?" | said, my twin nodding in confirmation and making me 
smile. "Wow! That's so cool." | then turned to Mom. "So | guess 
you've had Owlbert for a long time, huh?" 


"Yep. He's my palisman. We're bonded for life." Mom said as she let 
the little guy jump into her open hand before lifting him up to have 
him perch on her shoulder, Owlbert rubbing against her 
affectionately after getting on her shoulder. "I'd annihilate anyone 
who'd hurt him." With that last part, Juniper gave a sad sigh for some 
odd reason, causing Owlbert to go over to my twin to cheer her up 
which was something she appreciated. 


"But seriously, King," | said as | turned to the little demon, "no matter 
how much you ask, we're not going to help you beat up a little kid 
you think wronged you." 


"Fine! Don't help!" King said to us. "Revenge will taste all the 
sweeter if they fall by my hand alone!" As he laughed evilly, King 
failed to notice the same little kid from earlier sneak up behind him. 


"Tag, you're it!" The kid said as he playfully pushed him into the 
ground, laughing again as he ran off. 


“Ooooh! Oooh! It's coming! Mom, it's coming!" Juniper said as she 
put down her manga, excitedly tapping Mom's shoulder. 


"What's coming?" | asked, confused by this. 


"King's squeak of rage." Mom said as we then watched the little 
demon grunt while standing straight back up before throwing a 
tantrum. Making an extremely, high-pitched squeal that easily 
anyone could laugh at, he ran off, making me laugh with my mom 
and sister. 


"Okay, that is adorable." | said as | laughed. 


"And totally funny!" Juniper said, laughing as much as | was. "You 
should've been here when | took the last cookie!" 


"He is like a little teakettle." Mom put in, wiping away a tear. 


"Are you kidding?" Juniper commented. "He sounds like an angry, 
little gnome that sucked in some helium. The little guy's voice 
would've been squeaky enough, so just imagine how it'd sound 
afterward!" The three of us continued to laugh some more for a 
moment before Luz spoke up. 


"Hey, what's that?" Luz asked as we turned to see her looking at the 
symbol on the bottom of Owlbert's right foot. 


"Oh, that's an interlock." | told her. "It's how Owlbert is able to 
reattach himself to my mom's staff. Every palisman has one." 


"Interlock?" Luz asked me. 


"Yeah. Dad told me about this." | said before | then explained. "When 
a palisman bonds with the witch or warlock they are made for, they 
become a staff. After becoming one, they develop an interlock under 
one of their feet, allowing them to reattach themselves to the staff if 
they ever leave it. As every witch and warlock is unique in their own 
way, the interlock the palisman haves is just as unique, not one is 
the same. The interlock only works with the staff they became and 
that staff alone." 


"That's right." Mom said with a proud smile. "Which means that every 
palisman can't be a part of any other staff except the one belonging 
to their witch or warlock." 


"Hey, Mom." | said to her. "Seeing how you know how to do it, you 
think you can show me how to make my own palisman?" 


"Maybe one day." Mom said to me as she closed her eyes. 


[Eda's mind] 


"But I think it might be a while before..." Eda said as she opened her 
eyes and was surprised to find herself in an area that was dark and 
grey like in her dreams. She could only gasp in surprise as she stood 
up, the bench and her staff fading out as she did. 


"Luz? Ryuji? Juni?" She called out to them, her voice echoing and 
full of panic. "Hello?" 


"Eda!" Luz's voice echoed. 
"Luz?" 

"Mom!" Ryuji's voice echoed. 
"Ryuji?" 

"Mom!" 


"Juni?" Eda said as she heard Juniper's voice echo before, all of the 
sudden, something came in from behind her. 


After it knocked her down it, the Owl Lady was shocked as she saw 
it was the same monster she had seen in her dream, the very same 
creature from the night when she revealed her curse. As it held her 
up in a claw, having her trapped in its grasp as it was ready to finish 
her off, all Eda could do was snap her eyes shut. 


[Ryuji] 


"Mom? Mom!" I said as | lightly tapped my mom's face, trying to get 
her to wake up after she fainted on the bench. 


"Has she ever done this before?" Luz asked in concern. 


"No, I've never seen her do this." Juniper said as | kept trying to 
wake our mom up. 


"Mom! Mom!" | said to Mom. "Please, Mom, wake up! Wake-Whoal!" 
Without much time to react, | watched as Mom lunged at me, 
knocking me to the ground while-much to my shock-with a knife 
made out of ice In hand. The way she was acting was almost like 
she was being attacked and was fighting for her life. 


"Mom, no, don't!" Juniper said as she got a hold of Mom, putting a 
hand on the same hand that was holding the knife. 


"Mom, it's okay. It's me." | said to my mom in a very calm and 
reassuring tone despite the shock from seeing her hold a blade to 
me with the Owl Lady starting to calm down as she caught her 
breath. 


"Ryuji?" Mom said as she lowered her weapon before gasping in 
shock, my twin letting go of her as she got off me. "Kiddo, I'm sorry. 
|..." As she tried to apologize, she grunt and shivered as if she was 
in pain. 


"Oh, no. Your curse." | said with worry as | pieced it together, seeing 
Mom's curse acting up again. 


"We got to get you back to the house, pronto!" Juniper said as me 
and her then put one of our mom's arms over our shoulders, carrying 
her as my twin grabbed her staff. 

"King, we have to go!" Luz called out as we made our way out. 


"Five more minutes, please!" The little demon said as he was in 
some kind of little showdown with the little kid. 


"King, get over here now!" | firmly yelled at him. 


"Ah, man." King said in dismay before he firmly pointed at the little 
boy. "This isn't over!" 


"Okay, let's play again real soon." The little kid said as he walked 
towards the demon, holding out his arms. 


"No, no. Keep those sticky hands away!" King screamed out and his 
voice became louder just as the boy hugged him. "Oh, no! He's 
touching me! Aaaaahh!" 


After getting back to the Owl House, Juniper threw Mom's staff over 
to where it was lying against the left arm of the couch as me and her 
helped our mom to it, the Owl Lady yawning as we did. 


"Okay, that's it. One step at a time." | said as me and my sister gently 
set Mom onto the couch. "There." 


"Hang tight, Mom. I'll go get an elixir." Juniper said to her. 


"Don't worry about it." Mom said as she wave her off. "I'll get it 
myself in a bit." 


"Mom, don't push yourself." | told her out of concern. "You already 
passed out once." 


"| appreciate the concern, but it's fine." Mom told me with a 
reassuring smile. "Not the first time | got like this." 


"Well, we're not gonna take any chances." | said before | turned to 
Juniper. "Juni, go to Morten and get another stock of elixir. Seeing 
how the curse acted up, Mom might need double the dose." 


"On it!" Juniper said as she used her magic to gather some snails 
before heading out to buy some more elixir in Bonesborough. 


"Do you need us to stay home and take care of you?" Luz said 
before she gasped in excitement as she gained an idea. "I could fit 
King in a little doctor's outfit." 

"Eh?" The demon was surprised from hearing what she said. 


"No one wants to see that." Mom said in a bored tone. 


"| do." Luz whispered. 


Not sure why, but the thought of Luz in a nurse's outfit popped up in 
my head as | thought about King dressed like a doctor. This made 
me lightly smack the sides of my head as | felt my cheeks heat up a 
bit. 


"Mom, you clearly need your elixir now." | said, getting Mom's 
attention. "I'll go get you one." 


"Kiddo, relax. | know how to take care of myself." Mom said to me in 
reassurance. "I've had this curse long before you were even born." 


"So, how'd you get it?" Luz questioned. 


Eda grunted as she put her face into the couch before muffling an 
answer. "I don't know." 


"You don't know?!" 


"Yeah, that's actually the problem." | said to my friend as | explained. 
"My dad told me that somebody gave my mom her curse. Nobody 
knows who, only that whoever it was had managed to do it when she 
was vulnerable and without anyone's notice." 


"So no one knows who did this to Eda?" Luz said. 


"Yeah. And she and Dad had tried everything to break this curse, 
going to people they trust who could possibly give them a solution. 
They went to their friend in the Beast-Keeping Coven, they went to a 
couple of old classmates in the Healing Coven, and they even tried 
their luck with the royal families of Armro. All of them said that this 
curse was beyond what they could do. They were lucky even to find 
the elixir which can only keep it at bay. Because this curse is so 
complicated, the only way we know how to get rid of it is by finding 
the castor who did this." 


"Well, then let's find whoever did this and get them to lift the curse." 


"Easier said than done. My dad had spent years trying to track them 
down, looking to every witch and warlock that practices curses, but 
all of them had been dead ends." 


"And | don't really care if we find the asshole that did this because 
I'm fine. You kids got nothing to worry about." Mom spoke up as 
Owlbert brought her staff over and she used it to stand up before 
raising an eyebrow at us. "Anyway, don't you have plans with little 
Ms. Pigtails, Tweedledum, and Twerpledee?" 


"Oh, that's right." | said as | remembered the plans me and Luz 
made with Gizi, Willow, and Gus. "I forgot that we were going to see 
the grudgby game between Hexside and Glandus High." 

"Now | get Ryuji getting into this with him being a basketball star and 
all," Mom said as she placed Owlbert back on her staff, "but since 
when are you into sports, Luz?" 

"Since | found a little something called 'Hexside Pride’! Luz said as 
she got in her mentor's face. "To think that Glandus, whoever they 
are, would dare face us." 


"Luz, they're another magic school here on the Boiling Isles." | 
reminded her. "Juni told us about them, remember?" 


"Oh, right." Luz said with an embarrassed smile before | turned to 
Mom. 


“Though, considering how you are now, | don't think it's such a good 
idea for me to just leave when..." 


"Ryuji, don't get all sympathetic on me." Mom told me. "I'll be just 
fine. Just go and hang out with your friends." 


"You're sure you'll be okay?" | asked out of concern. 
"Positive." Mom said. "You have fun at the grudgby game." 


"Okay, if you say so." | told her. "Just take it easy, okay?" 


"Yeah, yeah. Just go see the sport." Mom said, pointing to the door. 


"Hooray! Hooray for sports!" Luz cheered out as we went over to the 
door before she stopped to kneel down to King who was drawing 
plans to face off against the little kid from the slayground. "Hugs and 
kisses, King. Mwah!" She kissed him as we ran out the door, my 
friend singing as she went outside. "Don't spend all night plotting 
reveeeenge!" 


"That drooly-faced heathen will know my wrath." King replied back 
before | stopped at the door and looked back at Mom. 


"Oh, before | go..." | said before using a magic circle to bring an 
elixir down from upstairs and over to my mom. 


"Ryuji..." Mom said with a nonchalant look on her face as she held 
the vial. 


"Just making sure you take it." | said to her with a smile. "Bye, Mom! 
See ya after the game!" 


[No one's view] 


After Ryuji left and closed the door, Eda couldn't help but smile at 
how lucky she was to have a kind and caring son looking out for her 
as much as she looked out for him. 


"Good to see Ryuji's got his dad's caring heart." Eda said to herself 
before she then proceeded to drink the elixir. 


"Hah! Sure you will, Augustus." Mattholomule scoffed as he sat down 
with his arms crossed. 


[Ryuji] 


After leaving the house, me and Luz managed to get to Hexside 
before the transport beasts left as they stood waiting in front of the 


school, said beast looked like a living Viking ship with a yellow 
dragon head held up by a blue neck, yellow dragon wings, six legs 
that had three-claws each, and a long yellow tail with a white banner 
that said "Hexside" in blue capital letters. The bodies of these beasts 
had yellow and blue flags attached to the sides. 


"Ryuji, we're going to a sports game." Luz said to me as we walked 
over to the stairs. "Do you really need to bring your sword?" 


"Hey, you know | don't leave the house without my Saisho." | told 
her. "Besides, we might actually need it." 


"Pfft! Come on, DK." Luz told me. "I bet we won't need it the whole 
game." 


Just when she said that, one of the beasts then tried to take a bite of 
her. AS she managed to dodge it with a yelp, | then got in front of her, 
glaring at the reptile after drawing my Saisho to hold in front of me. 


"Don't even think about it." | said, the beast's eyes widening in fear 
before it quickly backed away in fear. After it did, | then calm myself 
as | put my sword back on my back and looked at Luz. "You were 
saying?" 


"Okay, maybe having your sword around wouldn't be such a bad 
idea." Luz said before we then kept on walking. "Now what do you 
think of this as a cheer? 'Hexside's gonna wreck your side'!" 


"Eh, bit on the nose. How about 'Hexside is the best side in the west 
side'?" 


"Better, though is it good enough for a cheer?" Luz then pointed over 
as she spotted Willow and Gus at the back of the line. "Look, there 
they are!" 


Heading over to our friends, | looked to see they were dressed for 
the game with Gus wearing a yellow sweatshirt with a blue collar and 
cuffs, Gizi dressed in a blue and yellow skirt, her right twintail tied up 


with a blue ribbon and her left twintail tied up to a yellow ribbon, and 
with pom-poms in hand with the right one being blue and the left one 
being yellow, and Willow wearing a baseball cap of yellow and blue, 

both the hat and sweatshirt saying "Hexside". 


"What up, our fellow Hexsidians?" | said before thinking of other 
nicknames for people who are a part of Hexside. "Hexsiders? 
Hexsidetites?" Giving up on guessing, | then went on to ask what the 
nickname was. "Okay, what exactly do you call someone from 
Hexside?" 


"Actually, most people call us winners." Willow told me. 
"You guys ready for a great game day?" Luz asked excitedly. 
"You bet!" Gizi exclaimed. "This is gonna be so much fun!" 


"Yeah, grudgby games are the best." Gus answered, just as excited. 
"The players go through these action-packed trials and the audience 
gets to wave flags. Look! | practiced." Pulling out a pair of flags, he 
did a few twirls with them. 


"Well, me and Luz will be giving it our all as we cheer for Hexside." | 
said with a proud smile. 


"Is it weird that we're not wearing much anything Hexside?" Luz 
asked while looking at her usual shirt, earning a worried expression 
from Willow. 


"Um, it's weirder that you're wearing those colors, Luz." Willow said 
with a worried expression. 


"Will, what are you talking about?" | asked her, wondering what she 
meant. 


"Well, she's actually wearing Glandus colors." Willow said as | 
looked at a banner and saw that Glandus High's team colors were 
the same as Luz's shirt. 


"Oh. But it's just a shirt. | doubt anyone would notice." | said. 


"Get ready to be creamed, Glandus nerd." Said a giant Hexside 
student who pressed a finger on Luz's head, the ground shaking as 
he walked by us. 


"Hey! I'm a Hexside nerd!" My friend replied back. "Gotta change out 
of this shirt." She then turned to Willow and Gus. "Where can | get a 
Hexside one?" 


"| know." Gizi spoke up. "There's a lost-and-found box in the 
cafeteria." 


"Ah! The lost-and-found." Luz said as she gained a smile. "Where 
mouth guards go to retire." 


"Along with many other shameful items." | commented with a little 
chuckle as | went with Luz to find some clothes in Hexside colors. 


Going into Hexside, we managed to find the lost-and-found which 
was actually this big chest. Rummaging through it, we managed to 
find plenty of clothes with the right colors for any member of 
Hexside. While | did try to get her to just take the first thing she 
plucked out of the chest, Luz insisted on looking around it more to 
make herself a Hexside outfit for herself so she could give it her all in 
cheering. Knowing that there was no way to deter her from this, | 
went on to help her pick something out. 


A moment after, we both went out the doors, wearing what we took 
from the lost-and-found. While | only took a white and blue baseball 
cap with "Hexside" labeled on it in yellow capital letters, Luz went all 
out by dressing herself in a blue soda-drinking cap with flags on the 
cup, a blue sweatshirt with a yellow stripe across the chest, a blue 
and yellow cheerleader skirt, and a pair of pom-poms that each 
matched the color of one of the flags on each side of the cap with 
blue on the left and yellow on the right. | would be lying if | said that | 
didn't like seeing Luz in that kind of skirt again. 


"Goooo, Hexside!" Luz cheered as she jumped and managed to do 
the splits, a sickening cracking sound coming with it that made me 
cringe a bit. 


"Uh... you alright, Luz?" | asked her out of concern. "That sounded 
like it'd hurt." 


"It did." Luz replied back, slowly allowing the pain to slowly subside. 
"But now | know not to do this again." 


"Here, let me help you up." | said as | then went on to help Luz to her 
feet. "Guess you kind of dodged a bullet by not becoming a 
cheerleader, huh?" 


"Yeah." Luz said before she looked forward. "Uh... where is 
everyone?" 


Turning my head, | looked to see that every student that was lined 
up along with the transport beasts were gone. Hearing a roar, | 
looked up to see the beasts flying away with students riding on its 
back. 


"Hexside rules!" said the giant student from before yelled out as he 
was being carried by one of the beasts as it flew away. 


"Oh, no! Come back!" Luz yelled as we ran down the stairs, trying to 
call back the beasts. 


"Hey, you forgot us!" | called out, but it was too late as the beasts 
were long gone. "Crap." Turning back to the stairs where | planned to 
sit at in depression, | was surprised to find Willow and Gus still 
standing there. "Willow? Gus? Why are you two still doing here?" 


"Yeah, why didn't you guys get on the bus?" Luz added, just as 
surprised. 


"We weren't going to leave you behind." Willow said as she smiled at 
us. 


"Yeah, we're besties." Gizi added with the same smile. "And you 
never leave a bestie behind." 


"| was." Gus said under his breath. 
"Gus." Willow elbowed him in the side. 


"Please tell me we can get to Glandus if we hoofed it." | said, hoping 
there was a chance we could make it to the game. 


"We'd never make it in time. Glandus is..." Gus said before he did a 
few motions with his flags, pointing outwards, "all the way out in the 
middle of the Isles." 


"And the quickest way there is by flying." | said, my hopes that we 
could still make the game dwindling. "Don't suppose any of you have 
broomsticks we can ride on." 


"Nope, sorry." Gizi told me. "Mom and daddy don't me riding on a 
broomstick." 


"| would ask my dad if he could give us a ride, but he's pretty busy." 
Gus told me. 


"My parents are working too." Willow said with the same regretting 
look on her face. 


"Starting to wish | had my own staff now." | said as | hung my head in 
despair. 


"Wait, | Know how we can get us a staff." Luz said as | looked to see 
her smile at me as she got an idea. Seeing Willow and Gus turning 
to me, | then realized what Luz was thinking. 


"Luz, we can't ask my mom to give us a ride." | said as | gave my 
friend a nonchalant look. "You saw how tired out she was. She's in 
no condition to fly anywhere on her staff." 


"| know." Luz said before she looked away while scratching the back 
of her head. "But maybe... we don't need to ask her to give us a 
ride." Took me a brief moment, but | widened in my eyes in shock as 
| realized what she was suggesting. 


"No." | told her as | gave my friend a stern glare, straightening up to 
look at her in the eye. "Out of the question." 


"Oh, come on, Ryuji." Luz said to me. 


"No way. Doing a moonlight conjuring without my mom's permission 
was risky enough." | told her. "But asking her to give us Owlbert? Are 
you out of your mind?" 


"It'll just be this one time!" 


"Luz, Owlbert's not a taxi. He's my mom's palisman! He carved him 
herself! And you heard her. If anything happens to him on our watch, 
she'll crush us!" 


"Okay, okay, | get it." Luz said to me. "| know how much she cares 
about Owlbert, but this is for our friends. They've been looking 
forward to this just as much as we have. We can't let them down." 


After seeing the pleading look in her eyes, | looked to Willow and 
Gus who looked at me with worry, hoping that | would agree to help 
them. With that, | then saw that Luz was right. Sure, | have gone to 
great lengths to help those two, especially where it got me and Luz 
in trouble, but they were the first friends me and Luz ever made and | 
would hate to see them so disappointed like this. So, with a sigh of 
defeat, | went on to say what they wanted to hear. 


"Alright. But you're gonna be the asking mom for permission. | 
already did it last time." 


"Deal." With that, we all then ran off to the Owl House to ask Mom 
for her staff. 


[No one's view] 


At the Owl House, King was walking upstairs to Eda's room to tell 
her the plan he had come up with for getting revenge on his 
"usurper". 


"Eda, Great news! | thought of the perfect way to get revenge on that 
usurper." King said before holding up a piece of paper that show a 
picture of the little boy who was surrounded by fire. "Now, don't be 
put off by the complicated premise. I'll break it down for you in small 
pieces. Huh?" Upon looking over to Eda's nest, King was shocked in 
horror to find the Owl Beast instead of the Owl Lady sitting there. 
King screamed as the Owl Beast growled and began approaching 
him. "Aah! Owl Beast! Stay back!" From this, the transformed witch 
stepped back a bit, leaving the demon surprised and confused. 
"Wait, did you just... listen to me?" Standing up, King saw Eda 
standing in front of him before deciding to test to see if she was 
listening to commands. "Uh, come here. Sit." Upon his order, Eda 
then walked over to King where he then looked to see that only her 
left eye was pitch black. "Interesting. Eda's only partially 
transformed, which means she's totally suggestible." King then 
gained a pleased look in his eye. "Yes, yes! This will do nicely. 
Forget fire! I've got a greater force to unleash: You! You're going to 
help me regain my throne. | mean, if that's okay with you, right?" His 
only answer from the Owl Beast was a growl. "I'll take that weird 
grumble as a yes." He then as he grabbed a nearby satchel before 
dragging it over to the chest full of elixir. "I'm just gonna grab a little 
bottle of elixir in case you go rogue on me." 


Too busy preparing to go back to the slayground with Eda, King 
failed to notice two empty elixir bottles that spilled out of the satchel. 


[Ryuji] 


Reaching the Owl House, me, Gus, and Willow decided to wait 
outside while Luz went in to talk with my mom. 


"Okay, here goes. Wish me luck." Luz said before she went into the 
house. 


"So... You looking forward to attending Hexside?" Willow asked me. 


"Not really." | told her. "There are only a few things | like about doing 
that." 


"It's not that bad once you get used it." Gus put in. "All newcomers 
are like that. Well, except for Luz." 


"Yeah, well, she's the only reason I'm going." | told them. "If she 
doesn't go to Hexside, then I'm not going." 


"But we'll still be there." Willow said to me. 


"That's not the point, Willow." | then went on to explain my reasons. 
"Look, it's not like | hate Hexside. | would like to go there and learn 
more about magic. It's just that | don't want to drag too much 
attention to myself. | mean, both my parents are practically criminals 
who the Emperor's Coven has been trying to capture for years. | 
want to avoid them and Belos as much as possible.” 


"And you think that, by going to Hexside, you'll get in trouble with 
them?" Willow asked. 


"Basically, yeah." | told her. "The truth is that I'm only going because 
Bump said that he would let Luz in if both me and Juni get enrolled. 
If it means a lot to Luz, I'm willing to go to Hexside if it means she 
gets to go with me." 


"Aww, that's so sweet." Willow cooed at this. 


"You must really like her if you're willing to do anything like this." Gus 
added. 


"Well, she's my best friend and I'd do anything for my friends.” | told 
them with a smile, getting them to smile back at me. It was only a 
moment before Gizi gasped and held her pom-poms over her mouth. 


"OMT!" Gizi said as she then lowered her pom-poms to reveal her 
smile. "You have a crush on Luz!" 


"What?" | said as | was surprised by this, feeling a bit of heat on my 
cheeks. "No! No, | don't!" 


"You do!" Gizi said to me. "You totally doooo!" She sang that last 
part. 


"Gizi, come on! I'm just being a good friend!" | told her. 


"Whoa, take it easy, DK." Gus spoke up with a chuckle. "No need to 
get all defensive." 


"I'm not being defensive!" | told him, feeling my face heat up even 
more. 


"Well, | think you and Luz would make a great couple." Willow said 
with a casual smile. 


"Please, all of you, just stop talking!" | said as | covered my face with 
my hands, feeling as though my face was just giving off steam as | 
never felt so embarrassed even as | heard the three share a little 
laugh at my expense. 


[No one's view] 

Back in Eda's room, King managed to find an elixir from Eda's chest 
and placed it in the satchel before walking back over to the Owl 
Beast. 


"Now, to destiny's battlefield: the slayground!" King declares before 
he heard Luz call out to him. 


"King? King?" Luz calls out. 


"Luz? Oh, no." King gasped before taking off the satchel and turning 
to Owl Eda. "Sit. Stay." Quickly going out into the hallway and 


closing the door behind him, King was soon met by Luz. 

"Is Eda up?" Luz asked the little demon. 

"Oh, Eda? No, no. She is out like a light." King said as he tried to 
make an excuse when they heard a growl from the other side of the 
door. "Oh, man. Can she snore?" 


"Oh, no. | wanted to ask if me and Ryuji could borrow her staff." Luz 
said with a look of worry. "But | know she needs her rest." 


"Oh, I'm sure she won't mind." King said as he took Eda's staff that 
was leaning near the door, giving it to Luz. "Just take it." King said 
giving Luz the staff. 


"| can't. Not without Eda's permission." Luz said before she heard a 
faint screech coming from her mentor's room. 


"Well, there's your permission. Off you go." King urged, trying to get 
Luz to leave. 


Luz was hesitant, but not wanting to disappoint her friends, she 
decided to go ahead and take the staff. 


"| really owe Gus and Willow one. Besides, it's just for the afternoon. 
I'm sure Eda wouldn't mind." 


"Not our generous, kindhearted Eda. Big heart on her." 

"Well, we'll be back soon." Luz said walking away. 

"Close call." King said after Luz walked away, the little demon going 
back to the room. "Now, time for revenge. Right, Owl Eda?" Upon 


entering, King sees Eda eating a chair she had, but brushes it off as 
less of a concern. "Yeah, I'm feeling confident about this plan." 


[Ryuji] 


After waiting for a while and | managed to recompose myself, me, 
Willow, and Gus looked to Luz as she walked out of the house with 
my mom's staff in hand. 


"So, what did my mom say?" | asked her. 


"King said Eda was still tired, but | think she said we could borrow 
her staff." Luz said, looking unsure while holding up the staff. 


"Wow, the curse must've done a number on her." | said with concern 
for my mom before | then gained a smile feeling glad that we 
managed to get her approval. "Well, at least we can make it to the 
grudgby game." 


"Then let's get going." Luz said before she lifted up the staff. "To 
Glandus High!" Hearing a hoot, we looked up to see Owlbert had 
woken up from Luz accidentally smacking him into the wall. "Oh, 
sorry, Owlbert." 


"Hey, Owlbert." | said, getting the palisman to turn to me. "We're 
sorry to disturb you, but we were wondering if you could help us and 
our friends. We missed the bus to the grudgby game and the only 
way we can make it there is by flying. So you think you can give usa 
ride?" Owlbert thought about this for a moment before he then 
hooted with a nod. "Great!" 


"Oooh! A real palisman!" Gus said as he, Gizi, and Willow looked at 
Owlbert. 


"He's so cute!" Gizi said as she gushed at the sight of Owlbert. 
"Who's ready to board Air Luz?" Luz exclaimed. 


"Whoa, whoa! Time out." | said to her. "Luz, | think it'd be best if | 
took the reels on Owlbert." 


"DK, come on. | handled Owlbert pretty easily when we were at the 
Conformatorium." 


"Yeah, with the help of my mom." | told her. "Plus, you haven't used 
him since then or got any lessons on how to fly with a staff." 


"Yeah, but I've watched Eda fly a bunch of times. | think | got it 
down." 


"Well, | don't know..." | said before | heard Owlbert hoot and looked 
to see the little owl motion with his wings, telling me to let Luz fly the 
staff. "Really? You're fine with her?" | got a nod in response. "Alright, 
if you say so." 


"Whoa. How did you know what he said?" Gus said with a surprised 
look. 


"My dad has a palisman of his own." | explained to him. "Guess after 
so many years of talking to her, | now know what any palisman is 
trying to tell me." With that, we all then got on the staff with me 
behind Luz, Gizi behind me, Willow behind my cousin, and Gus 
making up the back. 


"Eeeh! This is so exciting!" Gizi squealed in excitement. 

"Feel that power-to-weight ratio." Willow commented. 

"Boys, prepare to fly!" Gus said to his flags as he raised them up. 
"Next stop, Glandus High! Let's go!" She commanded as Owlbert 
took to the air, flying up to the front of the eye-shaped window. "Step 
on it, Owlbert!" 

"Luz, wait, don't..." | said, but it was too late as Luz taped 
underneath the staff, making it shoot forward so fast that Luz couldn't 
control it. All we could do was scream as we ended up crashing 
through the forest, bumping through trees and everything. 


[No one's view] 


In the very same forest, Juniper was walking back to the Owl House, 
humming to herself while carrying a full sack which no doubt had 


bottles full of elixir. It wasn't long until she stopped by the sound of 
screaming echoing through the forest. Looking around to find the 
source, it wasn't long until she saw something fly into view, the 
young Clawthorne becoming shocked as she sees her twin along 
with Luz, Willow, Gus, and Gizi flying on Eda's staff. 


"Juni, get out of the way!" Luz yelled out, causing Juniper to scream 
and drop the bag before ducking out of the way of the group. 


After they whizzed past Juniper, the gang ends up crashing into one 
tree and are sent flying off the staff with both Willow and Gus landing 
in some bushes and Luz getting caught on a branch by her sweater. 
Managing to recover from the fall that was cushioned by the bushes, 
Willow and Gus manage to pick themselves up as Luz slowly slipped 
out of her sweater. Looking up to the sound of screaming, the three 
gained looks of shock as they saw the cousins falling towards them 
with Gizi landing on Willow and Gus and Ryuji landing on top of Luz. 
Unknown to them, Owlbert had landed nearby, crashing to the 
ground by the top of his head. 


[Ryuji] 


After the crash and hearing the groans of my friends, | soon began to 
wake up as I recovered from the fall off of the staff. 


"DK! Luz!" Hearing her voice, | looked over to see my sister running 
over to us with a look of concern. "You guys okay?" 


"Yeah, we're fine." | told her as | pulled myself up. 


"Yeah." Luz said before we looked at each other and | saw | was on 
top of her, causing us both to blush. 


"Luz, I'm so sorry." | said as | quickly got off her. 


"No, it's fine." Luz said as she sat up and looked away, sounding just 
as embarrassed as me. 


"Wait, where's Owlbert?" | said, remembering the palisman. Hearing 
a quiet hoot, | looked over to see Owlbert lying on the ground. 
“Owlbert!" Running over to him, | was about to pick him up when he 
then twisted and detached himself from the staff. "Owlbert?" When 
he turned to me, | gasped as | saw he had a crack on top of his 
head. After giving me a sad look of broken trust, Owlbert soon then 
took off and flew away. "Owlbert, wait!" 


"No, no, no! Owlbert, come back!" Juniper called out as she ran over 
to me, but the palisman ignored both of us as he flew up into the tree 
line. After the little owl was out of sight, my sister turned to me witha 
glare. "What did you do?" 


"Juni, | can explain." | told her with a worried look. 


"Explain what?!" She said to me. "You just scared away Owlbert, our 
mom's palisman! That little dude is practically family!" 


"It was an accident!" | told her. "We didn't mean for this to happen. 
We missed the bus to the grudgby game and we just didn't want to 
miss it." 


"So you decided to take Mom's staff and fly all the way there?" 
Juniper said, still pretty pissed about what happened. 


"Juni, wait!" Luz spoke up as she ran over to us. "Please, don't be 
mad at him. It was my idea to take Owlbert. If anyone is to blame, it's 
me." 


"It's not your fault, Luz." | told her. "You couldn't have known. 

"Well, | say it's both your fault that we lost Owlbert." Juniper said to 

us before picking up the staff. "And if we ever want to get him back, 
you'll both follow me. Keep up." With that, Juniper then ran off in the 
direction Owlbert went. 


"I've never seen Juni so mad." Luz said with a look of worry. 


"Yeah, not even King pisses her off that much." | said, feeling much 
the same. "Come on, we got to get Owlbert back before Mom finds 
out what we did." 


"Right." Luz said before we both then ran after my sister. 


"Hey, cuz! Wait for us!" Hearing Gizi's voice, | looked behind to see 
her, Willow, and Gus following us from behind. 


"Luz, exactly how long did you tell my mom we would have 
Owlbert?" | asked my human friend as we ran through the forest, 
tailing my sister. 


"| told her we would bring him back by this afternoon." She told me. 


"Then we better hope we can get Owlbert back before then." | said 
before | spoke to Juniper. "Juni, where are we going?" 


"The only place where a palisman like Owlbert would feel safe." 
Juniper said to me. "It's not too far from here." 


"And you know this how?" | asked her. 
"Because I've been there." She told me. 


"You've been there? Wait." Thinking about what she said and how 
she reacted earlier at the slayground, | gasped as | realized what 

she meant. "This happened before, didn't it?" With that, my sister 

then stopped and we all stopped with her. She sighed before she 

spoke up. 


"Yeah... it did." Juniper said as she then held the staff in both hands. 
"You're not the first people Owlbert ran away from. | am." We all 
gasped in shock at this. 


"Wait, Owlbert ran away from you? Why?" 


"It was stupid. | wanted to go to a party and the only way | could 
make it there was by flying. | asked Mom if she could give me a lift or 


if | could borrow Owlbert, but when she said no, | just..." 
"You took Owlbert without her permission, didn't you?" 


"Yep. It was my first time flying with a staff, so | ended up crashing. 
Owlbert got hurt and flew off." Juniper then turned to look at us with 
a serious look. "Look, guys. I'm not mad that you two made Owlbert 
leave. | mean, | already had to rescue you both from a trap when you 
went on that fake quest or when Luz snuck into Hexside and nearly 
got dissected, | help you with Mom that time Luz took one of her 
elixirs, you both did a moonlight conjuring that nearly cost us the 
house..." 


"Okay, we get it." 


"But the point is that you need to take things more seriously, 
especially you, Luz. You can't just play around." 


"What? I'm not playing around!" Luz said, shocked by this. "I always 
take things seriously!" 


"Hardly half the time." My sister retorted. "You took Owlbert just to 
impress your friends. The Isles is nothing like your world at all and 
there's already been plenty of times where you nearly got yourself 
hurt and even killed to prove it." 


"But they all still worked out in the end." 


"That might be true, but it isn't the point. You can't just do something 
and not think on ahead or not consider what if things don't go as 
planned and the possible end result that could very well possibly 
affect those that care about you. Around here, you screw up 
anything, you lose everything. That's what | learned when | hurt 
Owlbert and that's something you need to learn if you're ever gonna 
stay here." From this, Luz thought about this for a moment and then 
hung her head in shame. 


"You're right. | do things without thinking. | don't try to make anyone 
worry on purpose, honest. | just didn't want to let anyone down. Back 
home, | had always tried my best to make everyone happy. Heck, 
the only reason | was going to that summer camp was that my mom 
wanted me to. Growing up, even though | was trying my best, it 
seemed like | just managed to mess up. The last thing | ever want to 
do is just let everyone down. I'm really sorry for all the trouble | 
caused." | was about to say something to my friend, but my sister 
surprisingly spoke out what | was gonna say. 


"Luz, you don't need to try so hard to make everyone feel better." 
Juniper said. "Not everything needs to be perfect. | mean, if 
everything was perfect, then we wouldn't have much of anything. | 
mean, look at me. I'm living with my mom while we're both hiding 
from the law and dealing with keeping our own craziness under 
wraps, yet we're happy with it. We got a roof over our heads and we 
got each other. The point is that a good day doesn't mean everything 
goes the way you want it, it's just how you make of it. As long as you 
got things that make you happy, you're good.” Luz looked at my 
sister with surprise. 


"Wow, never thought I'd hear that from you." | said to my twin with a 
smile. 


"Don't get used to it." She said with a nonchalant look. "I'm just 
making sure your girlfriend isn't a sad girl the whole time." Just after 
she said that, Luz rushed over and gave my sister a hug. 


"Thanks, Juni. You really are a great friend." Luz said to her with a 
grateful smile. 


"Yeah, don't mention it." Juniper said as she looked away with a 
blush, patting Luz on the head. A moment after, Luz then let go of my 
sister who then cleared her throat to recompose herself. "Now, let's 
go get Owlbert back." With that, we all then began running again, 
only stopping after a while as we soon found ourselves in front of a 
stone entryway which gave out a rather ominous vibe. "Okay, we're 
here." 


"Man, humans can run." Gus commented. "Must be their dorsal fins." 


"Gus, for the last time," | told him, "that is merpeople, not humans." | 
then turned to my sister as | walked over to her. "So Owlbert's in 
there?" 


"Yep. Now come on." Juniper said before Willow spoke up. 


"Wait, we have to be careful. It's really easy to get lost in this part of 
the forest." 


"She's not wrong." Juniper added. "Especially considering how the 
plants grow wild around here." 


"Well, we aren't gonna turn back without Owlbert." | told her. "He's 
Mom's palisman and a member of the family. Plus, Mom's gonna kill 
us if she finds out we lost him." 


With that, we all then walked through the entryway into a thick forest 
that had a ground littered with all sorts of bones that crunched as we 
walked over them, making the vibe around here even creepier. 


"Wow. | keep stepping on a lot of crunchy twigs." Willow said as we 
walked. 


"Those are bones, Willow." Luz said, making the witch look up 
above. 


"Not if | never look down." Willow said. 

"Okay, | don't get it." | said, confused by the situation. "This place is 
as creepy as hell. Why would Owlbert think this is a safe place for 
him?" 

"What was that?" Gizi asked, frighten by something flying right by us. 
"Wait a minute." | said as | then took notice of everything in this 


forest. "Bones, massive webs, barely any sunlight. Okay, this place 
gets a ten on the creepy factor." 


"Yeah, this isn't any kind of forest I'm used to." Luz said as she 
poked some webs. 


"That's because this isn't a forest." Willow said, making us look down 
to see three familiar, bat-like demon children walking toward us. "It's 
a nest." 


"Hey, Junior!" Juniper said as one of the bat children flew into her 

arms, my sister laughing happily as she held the little demon. "Good 
to see you, ya little rascal." Seeing my sister like this, | couldn't help 
but snicker, something which didn't go unnoticed as Juniper scowled 
at me. "Hey, I'm just happy | got to see them again. Don't judge me." 


"You know them, Juni?" Gizi asked with surprise. 

"Of course she does. They're the Bat Queen's babies." | said, 
explaining to Gizi, Willow, and Gus. "She had my sis and mom take 
care of them one time." 


"Wait, the Bat Queen?" Gus questioned as he, Willow, and Gizi 
backed up into a large web behind them. 


"| think I'd rather take my chances with Eda." Willow added. 


"The hell you are!" Juniper snapped back at them. "You started this 
together with Luz and my bro and you're gonna see it through!" 


"Better do what she says." | told the three. "You don't want to argue 
with my sister, trust me." 


"Uh, we're looking for a little owl and..." Luz said, talking to the 
babies before Juniper spoke up. 


"He's right over there." My twin said, pointing to Owlbert who stood 
about a couple of feet behind the babies. 


"“Owlbert!" | said with a smile. "You're okay!" the little owl whimpered 
in fear and backed away a bit, making me lose my smile. "Owlbert, 


we're really sorry for what happened. We shouldn't have used you 
like that." 


"Yeah, we promise we'll never do it again. Please, come back home 
with us." Luz said right before Bat Queen came in and stood in front 
of Owlbert, the demon hissing at us and making me and the gang 


gasp. 


"Hello, small human." She said as she walked over to me and Luz. 
"And hello to you as well, young Frank." 


[No one's view] 


At the playground, all the kids were happily playing, one little girl 
building a small sandcastle in the sandbox with a tentacle that 
seemed to be watching her. Just as she finished it, the sandcastle 
collapsed with the sound of loud footsteps followed by a shadow that 
loomed over the sandbox and make the tentacle sink into the sand. 


"Ahem!" King cleared his throat as all the children to see the Owl 
Beast who was on a roof and growling down at them with the little 
demon on top wearing a cardboard box with a picture of armor 
drawn on it and holding a red flag with his skull on it. "Listen 
carefully! You all have two choices: grovel or..." Before King could 
finish, Eda gave out a terrible shriek, causing the kids to scream and 
run away. 


"Ah! Monster!" Braxus yelled as he ran away with the other children 


“Good enough." King said as Eda made her way down to the ground. 
"Run! Despair!" Making their way over to the jungle gym, King looked 
down at his "usurper" as he panted in fear. "Your time has ended! 
Mine begins!" In an instant he said that, the little kid goes down the 
slide and runs away, crying as he did. King paid no mind to it as he 
went on to gloat. "Not so tough now, you spongy hatchlings. | will eat 
you!" With the Owl Beast lowering her head, King then climbs up the 
slide to stand atop it. "All who stood in my way are gone! | declare 


myself despotic ruler of this land! Nothing can stop the almighty..." 
Before King could finish his declaration, he heard a chomp and 
looked down to see Eda had taken a bite out of the slide. "Hey! Hey! 
No eating the throne!" Eda stopped as King glared down at her. "No." 
In an instant, the Owl Beast then took another bite. "Oh, come on!" 


[Ryuji] 


With the Bat Queen looking down at us with anger burning in her red 
eyes, me, my sister, and Luz tried out best to keep our ground with 
Willow, Gizi, and Gus cowering behind us. 


"l-i-i-is that... t-t-the..." Gizi stuttered in fear. 


"Bat Queen, yeah." | said to her before putting on a smile as | spoke 
to the demon. "Hey, B.Q. Long time no see." 


"Yeah, it's good to see you again." Luz added, putting on a smile as 
well. "My, your hair is looking great and not greasy. And your kids... 
They're as cute as ever." 


"You know, that could've gone worse." Gus said, but the Bat Queen 
growled, making me and Luz flinch. 


"Take it easy, Bat Queen." Juniper said as she stepped forward. 
"They're just here to get Owlbert back." 


"Yeah, the only reason he ran off was that we just needed a ride on 
my mom's staff." | said to the Bat Queen. 


"| know. He told me all." Bat Queen told me as her eyes began 
glowing yellow. Looking down, | saw Owlbert's eyes were doing the 
same. 


"Wait, you can communicate with Owlbert?" | said with surprise. "But 
| thought only those who create a bond can talk with a palisman." 


"Yeah, she's actually the reason why Owlbert came here." Juniper 
told me. "For some reason, palismen seem to trust her." 


"Trust her? The Bat Queen?" 


"Yes, | protect him and any palisman." Bat Queen told me as her 
eyes returned to normal. 


"Oh, cool. So we'll just take Owlbert and..." Before | could walk over 
to Owlbert, Bat Queen put up one talon in front of me, stopping me 
before | could make a step. 


"To be careless with a staff is very serious. Your mother was careless 
and so were you." Bat Queen said, making a look of guilt appear on 
my face. "Her staff left her sight and you let human take, hurt, 
frighten." 


"| know. | should've known better." | said to her. "But Owlbert is my 
mom's palisman, besides you owe us a favor, remember?" 


"What | owe does change nothing." Bat Queen sternly told me. "He 
will not go as he does not trust you or human girl." 


“Owlbert, we never meant to hurt you." Luz said as she came up and 
got on one knee. "Please, forgive us." The owl hooted as he flew up 
and landed on Bat Queen's head, their eyes glowing yellow for a 
brief moment. 


"If you want forgiveness, you need trust. Trust must be earned." Bat 
Queen said as she and her babies flew up backward, landing ona 
rock with a large amount of treasure behind her. "Earned through... 
trials!" As she said this, fire sprouted out from three rocks on the 
ground, lighting up the nest and giving it some light. 


"Trials?" | said, confused by what she meant. 


"Trials?" Gus said as he grew excited, slowly starting to wave his 
flags. 


"It's a test." Juniper spoke up as me and Luz turned to her. "Owlbert 
wants to see if you two are willing to do anything to get him back. 
He's done a lot for us, you need to show him you can do the same." 


"Luz, Ryuji, careful. The Bat Queen is well-known for her impossible 
trials." Willow told us. "Barely anyone wins against her." 


"Yeah, she's right." Juniper added. "The trails are some serious 
business. Even | barely got through them all." 


"It's not like we have a choice." | said to them. "We need to get 
Owlbert back." 


"He's right. We're not leaving without him." Luz said before she then 
spoke to the Bat Queen. "We accept your challenge." 


"And we'll be right there with you!" Gizi said as she, Willow, and Gus 
were about to run over before Juniper stopped them by holding the 
staff in front of them. 

"No, DK and Luz are the ones doing the trials, not us. They need to 
do this alone." My twin told them before sitting down with her legs 
crossed and the staff on her lap. "All we can do is support them from 
the sidelines." 

"She is right." Bat Queen put in. "No helpsies for them." 

"Guys, it's fine." | told the three. "This is our mess, so we'll handle it." 
"Yeah, it's about time | take things seriously." Luz put in. 


"Okie-dokie!" Gizi causally said as she held up her pom-poms. "Then 
we'll just be cheering you on!" 


"Let the flags raise you up!" Gus said, backing her up. 


"Let the trials begin!" Bat Queen said, raising up her wings and 
making the flames shoot up. 


"Okay, so what do you have for us?" | asked her. 


"First, milk the spider demon." Bat Queen told us as she tossed Luz 
a bucket. 


"Wait, spider demon?" | said and | became more frightened while 
Luz shuttered a bit as we turned around and saw a giant spider of 
black and yellow with big, pink fangs walk over to us. "Dear God, 
why?" 


"Well, that explains the webs all over the place." Juniper said out 
loud. "Oof! Sucks to be you, bro." 


"Shut up, Juni!" | said to her before turning back to the spider. "Do | 
really have to milk this... disgusting thing?" 


"Calm down, DK." Luz said with a smile of reassurance. "Remember, 
we're doing this for Owlbert." 


"| know, but..." | said before | shuttered in disgust. 


"Hey, don't worry. It's just one spider." Luz told me. "Plus, it's our first 
trial, so we'd only have to do it once." 


"You do have a point." 


"And even you have to admit you were gonna have to deal with 
something like this." 


"Yeah, you're right. Okay, I'll milk the spider." 
"Great, and I'll make sure it gets in the bucket." 


With that, Luz then went over and held the bucket under the demon's 
fangs. Looking at the giant spider for a moment, | glanced over at 
Owlbert who tilted his head. Remembering why | was doing this, | 
turned back to the demon and gulped as | prepared myself to milk it. 
Fighting against the feeling of fear while sweat went down from my 
brow, | slowly reach one hand out to one of the fangs, my nerves 


making me all shaky. When | finally managed to grab a hold of the 
fang, the spider demon freaked out which led to some of its venom 
being shot at my face. 


"Aah! I'm hit! I'm down!" | said as | let go of the fang and fell 
backward to the ground, holding my face. 


"Ryuji!" Luz spoke out in concern, the thud of a bucket falling to the 
ground hitting my eardrums. 


"Oh, it burn!" | said as pulled my hands away from my face. "Aah, | 
think it's acid!" Looking at my hands, all the fright | was feeling faded 
away as | saw some white liquid dripping down from my palms and | 
became confused. "Wait a minute." Licking some of the liquid on my 
hand, | was surprised as | recognized the taste. "Milk? That demon's 
fangs are full of milk?" 


"Well, duh!" Juniper spoke up. "Where do you think we get our milk 
from?" 


"Wait, you mean that giant spider is the Isles' version of a cow?" | 
said in disbelief. 


"If that's an animal where you get milk from in the human realm, then 
yeah." She told me before she gained an amused smile. "Still can't 
believe you freaked out over some spilled milk." 


"| freaked out because | thought | got spat with poison!" | snapped 
back at her before looking at the sound of screeching and watched 
as the spider demon ran away, quickly getting myself to my feet. 
"Hey, come back here!" 


"If you run, you'll just make this harder for yourself!" Luz put in as we 
began to chase it. 


After chasing it for a while, | then used a spell circle to do a Wind 
Dash, parkouring a wall and getting on the demon's back. After a 
while of managing to keep myself on as the spider demon tried to 


shake me off, | then used another spell circle and placed it on my 
palm where it started glowing orange as held it in front of the 
demon's face. 


"Hey, easy! Easy." | told the spider, trying to get it to calm down. "It's 
okay. It's okay. You're okay. Calm down." With that, the demon 
stopped panicking and stood still as it calmed down, getting me to 
smile and pet it. "There we go. Good girl." 


"Way to go, DK!" Luz said as | got off the spider, rushing over to me 
with a proud smile. "Guess that means you aren't afraid of spiders 
anymore, huh?" 


"Well, | wouldn't say that." | said before | pet the giant spider again, 
the demon purring as | did. "But at least now know | don't have to be 
afraid of this kind." 


"Wait, you're afraid of spiders?" | heard Gus speak out as he, Gizi, 
and Willow looked at me in disbelief. 


"Well, yeah." | admitted, giving the three a scowl. "And if you tell 
anyone about it, I'll wrap all three of you at the same time! Got it?" 


"Yep! Got it!" Willow said, frightened by my threat. 
"| won't say a word of it!" Gus said with the same tone of fear. 


"What happens in the nest, stays in the nest!" Gizi causally said with 
a smile. 


With that, | calmed myself down before going on to milk the spider 
demon, gently pulling its fangs down and filling the bucket Luz had 
with milk. 


"Good girl." | said as | pet the demon for allowing us to fill the bucket 
with her milk before she then walked away. "Goodbye, thank you." 
With that, me and Luz then looked over to one of the rocks and 
watched as the flame then went out, a sign we passed the first trial. 


"Yes, we did it!" Luz proudly said as we completed the first trial. 
"Yeah, we did." | said, feeling just as proud. 
"Don't get too cocky." Juniper told us. "You still have two trials left." 


"Right." | said before | then turned to the Bat Queen. "Okay, B.Q., 
what's next?" 


"Remove bee's nest." Bat Queen said, motioning to what had to be 
the weirdest-looking bee's nest I'd ever seen sitting on the side ofa 
tree. 


"Sounds easy enough." | said before me and Luz then went on and 
climbed the tree up to where the bee's nest was. But before we 
could even try to knock it off the tree, the nest changed color and we 
both screamed as we found out it was the head of a giant bee, 
climbing down the tree as fast as we could and running as it began 
to chase us. 


[No one's view] 


As the giant bee was chasing the duo, Juniper watched with a blank 
look on her face while the trio of Hexside students looked at this 
worry. 


"Uh, are you sure we can't do anything to help them?" Gus asked the 
young Clawthorne with concern. 


"Yep. Bat Queen won't let anyone taking her trails get any sort of 
help." Juniper told him. "And she'll make sure no one can give any 
assist." 


"Oh, yeah? We'll see about that." Gus said as he stood up and 
began running over to Ryuji and Luz. "Don't worry, guys! I'm coming 
to-whoa! Hey!" Just then, Gus found himself trapped where he was 
standing by webs, said webs coming from the spider demon Ryuji 
and Luz had milked earlier. 


"See? Told ya." Juniper casually said to him. 
[Ryuji] 


"Okay, enough of this!" | said as | stopped running and turned to face 
the giant bee, taking out my Saisho and preparing a Dragon's Roar 
with my sword's blade engulfed in fire. "Attack Magic: Flame 
Dragon's Roar!" With that, | blasted the bee and sent it clear out into 
the forest, the giant insect being sent far enough that we couldn't 
hear it buzzing. 


"Nice shot, DK!" Luz exclaimed as the second flame went out. 
"Give babies a bath!" Bat Queen said as she gave us our final trial, 
me and Luz being given a wooden tub full of soapy water and a 
scrubber before we went on to clean the demon's babies who bite 
and struggled against us. 

[No one's view] 


As the witches watched the duo do their final trial, Gus tried to free 
himself from the webs with his flags. 


"Come on. Almost got it." Gus said as he then succeeded to cut 
himself out of the webs." | am free! Bat Queen. You will rue the day 
you tried to trap-Aah!" Gus was then trapped again, groaning in 
annoyance while hanging from a net of webs. 


"Go, DK and Luz!" Gizi cheered for her cousin and friend. 
"Juni, why aren't you helping?" Willow asked the young Clawthorne. 


"Yeah, if you help me get free, we can get your mom and..." Gus put 
in. 


"Not happening." Juniper told them. "This is DK and Luz's trial. They 
have to do this alone." 


"What?" Gus and Willow said with shock. 


[Ryuji] 


"My sister's right, guys!" | spoke out while me and Luz tried to wash 
the babies, having overheard our friends talking with my sister. "Both 
of us messed up. | was reckless and let Luz take Owlbert even 
though | knew it was a bad idea." 


"Yeah, and | was selfish and ended up hurting him." Luz put in. "We 
both need to do this by ourselves so he knows how much we care 
about him." 


Having done enough cleaning, me and Luz then picked up the tub 
and splashed it on the babies, finishing the job as the three were 
now clean as a whistle. For a brief moment, the babies were calm 
and Luz gushed at how cute they looked before they then screeched 
out, baring their fangs and causing Luz to yelp and cling to me in 
fear. 


[No one's view] 


Back at the slayground, King was still trying to get Eda to listen to 
him, the transformed witch ignoring him as she continued to eat 
more of the slayground. 


"No, no! Bad Eda!" King snapped as Eda then ate a swing. "You are 
my beast and | control you!" Kicking her on the wing, King soon 
realized his mistake as the Owl Beast roared at him, causing him to 
trip himself as he backed away in fear with Eda slowly approaching 
him like a predator cornering its prey. "What was | thinking? | can't 
control the Owl Beast! I'm such a fool! I'm..." Feeling something 
behind him, King turned around and saw the satchel he used to carry 
one of Eda's elixirs, remembering he could stop the Owl Beast as he 
pulled to bottle out. "I'm a genius!" As the Owl Beast screeched over 
him, King took his chance and tossed the elixir into Eda's mouth. 
Surprised by this, Eda then spits out the cork that was on the bottle. 
"Great! Now change back to Eda. Any minute now, you'll magically 
transform." Instead of changing back, Eda growled angrily at the little 


demon and held up a hand to slash at him. "Oh, nuts!" King then 
sunk himself into the box he was wearing like a turtle right before 
Eda then slashed at him, ripping the box apart and causing the little 
demon to run away in fear. 


The chase through the jungle gym eventually leads to King 
becoming tangled up in the climbing ropes. Before Eda attacked him, 
they both turned to the sound of a siren-like screech coming from a 
caged demon atop a cart that had a sign which said "Animal Control" 
as said cart rolled in. As it pulled up to the slayground, the riders of 
the cart are revealed to be three of the demon hunters that Luz, 
Ryuji, Willow, and Gus had encountered during their moonlight 
conjuring, Tom being one of them. 


"Ugh! This is so embarrassing." Said the purple-haired demon hunter 
with a groan. 


"Hey, hey! This job is all we have right now." The eye-patched hunter 
told his fellow hunter. "Since we failed that hunt with Kai, this is the 
only thing we can do. Now just suck it up, put on a smile, and let's 
get it done." With that, the purple-haired hunter then smiled and 
gave two thumbs up. "Good. Let's roll." With that, the hunters then 
walked into the slayground, the purple-haired hunter sticking their 
tongue out at their leader for a moment. 


"Oh, no! Animal control!" King said with worry. 


"There. Matches the description the parents called in." The eye- 
patched hunter said to his fellow hunters. "Bag it!" 


"Oh, no! no, no, no!" King worriedly said as he tried to free himself, 
the Owl Beast walking over in front of the hunters as she prepared to 
attack them. 


Before she could, the hunters used spell circles to place Eda into a 
net. Though she tried her best to break it, the net was too strong as it 
closed in and held her in place as the eye-patch hunter came around 


and used his sword to electrocute Eda, causing King to cover his 
eyes as the Owl Beast passed out and fell to the ground. 


"Eda!" King said as he watched the hunter use his magic to pick up 
the transformed witch and place her in the back of the cart. King then 
to struggle out of the ropes but soon gained a nonchalant look as he 
hung there from his foot. "Great. Fantastic." 


[Ryuji] 


After giving the Bat Queen's kids a bath, me and Luz then watched 
as the last flame went out as we passed the final trial. 


"Okay, Bat Queen. That's the last one." | said as | wiped the sweat 
off of my brow. 


"Yeah, we've done all your trials." Luz added. "Hopely this proves our 
dedication to Owlbert." Hearing a hoot, we both then watched as the 
palisman flew down from the Bat Queen on onto the rock where the 
last flame was. "Owlbert, we're really sorry for all the pain we caused 
you." 


"Yeah, we promise to be more careful." | said as we walked over to 
the little owl. "Just please, will you come back home?" 


The little owl hooted with a nod of his head before he started flying 
down to us. It all seemed like it was gonna be okay until Bat Queen 
raised up her talon and the spider demon came over and trapped 
Owlbert in its webs. 


"What the...?" | said, surprised by this before | glared at Bat Queen. 
"Hey!" 


"No! More trails! Last trial!" Bat Queen said as a large flame erupted 
behind her. "You must face me." A larger flame erupted from behind 
the Bat Queen much to Luz's surprise. 


"What?" Luz said as we were both shocked by this as the large 
demon roared before swooping down over to us where | then used a 
barrier to block the Bat Queen before she was then sent back by a 
blast of dark red fire. 


"That wasn't the deal, Bat Queen!" Juniper snapped as she stood up, 
holding a flame in her hand. "Owlbert said they did enough for his 
trust!" 


"Yeah, we did our trails fair and square!" | put in. "He's forgiven us! 
Let him go!" 


"You will never get him back!" The Bat Queen roared as she flew 
over to Juniper who rolled to the side. 


"Juni!" | said as | removed the barrier. 


"I'm fine, DK." Juniper said as she got back to her feet. "Now run! 
We'll hold off Bat Queen!" 


"We?!" Willow said with surprise. 


"Yes, we!" Juniper said as she then used her flames to cut Gus 
down. "I don't know what's going on with her, but if you want DK and 
Luz to get out of this alive, you'll help me fight Bat Queen." 


"Okay, for our friends, we'll do it." Willow said as she stood up with 
an unsure look on her face. 


"Yeah, no hurts my besties!" Gizi added as she stood up, tossing 
down her pom-poms with a look of determination. 


Just then, they all turned to the sounds of snarls and saw the Bat 
Queen's flying in from behind. 


"I'll hold them off with my flags!" Gus cried out as he drew their 
attention and they started flapping around him, Gizi, and Willow. "No! 
Bad idea!" Juniper facepalmed herself with a groan of exasperation 
before she spoke to me and Luz. 


"DK, take Luz and get out of here!" 
"But..." 


"Don't argue! Just go!" Juniper said as she tossed me Mom's staff 
before she then went on to fight the Bat Queen, throwing fireballs at 
the giant bat. 


Though | really didn't want to leave my friends like this, especially to 
do my own battles, | saw my sister was right and me and Luz had to 
escape. With that, | then grabbed Luz and carried her as | then used 
a Wind Dash to leave the nest, ignoring the explosions of my sister's 
fire blasts as she fought against the Bat Queen. 


"Ryuji, wait!" Luz said as | ran as fast as | could away from the nest. 
[No one's view] 


Unknown to everyone, Owlbert was slowly pulling himself free from 
the webs, determined to help his friends. 


[Ryuji] 


"Okay, | think this far enough." | said after getting a good enough 
distance from the nest, gently putting Luz back down for her to 
stand. 


"Ryuji, we have to go back!" Luz said to me. "We have to save Juni 
and our friends!" 


"| know and that's what I'm gonna do." | said before giving Luz the 
staff. "Luz, head back to the house and get my mom. I'll help Juni 
and the others with Bat Queen." 


"What? No!" Luz said as she grabbed my wrist when | turned 
around, getting me to look back at her. "Ryuji, I'm not leaving you!" 


"Luz, this is not up for debate." | told her. 


"| don't care!" She argued. "We started these trials together and 
we're gonna finish it together!" 


"Yes, you are." Hearing that familiar voice, we both became shocked 
before we then watched my twin land flat on the ground behind Luz. 


"Juni!" | said as | went over to my sister. "Are you okay?" 


"Yeah, I'm fine." Juniper said, looking worst for wear. "B.Q. is tougher 
than she looks." 


"Stop! Why are you doing this?" Hearing Luz speak out, | looked 
over as she looked up at the Bat Queen. "We already did your trials 
and earned back Owlbert's trust!" 


"No! You hurt him, you frighten him!" Bat Queen countered. "Owl 
Lady is reckless! I'm the only one who can keep him safe!" 


"Kuwabara, was she like this when you went through her trials?" | 
asked my sister. 


"No." Juniper told me, looking just as confused as me. "She was a 
little annoyed when I passed, sure. But she didn't stop Owlbert from 
going back home." 


"We won't let you imprison Owlbert!" Luz cried out. 


"Then face my wrath!" Bat Queen said as she then swopped down at 
Luz, my friend using the staff to try and swat her away as she was 
pushed back. 


After a while, Luz lost her footing on some vines and tripped right 
into a ditch. Seeing Bat Queen fly down to her with a roar as Luz 
held up the staff to prepare for the worst, | decided to take action and 
took out my Saisho as | prepared to attack. 


"Attack Magic: Wind Dragon's Roar!" | said as | then sent a blast of 
wind at the Bat Queen to send her crashing into a nearby tree. As 
she was recovering, | used a Wind Dash to run over to her, glaring 


down at her with my sword at the ready. "Bat Queen, this battle is 
over! Don't make me hurt you!" 


"No... trials... not over." Bat Queen said as she tried to pull herself 
up. 


"Bat Queen, Owlbert clearly trusts me and Luz again, he wants to 
come back home." | told her. "We already did so much! What more 
do you want?" 


"You won't... take him." She said, refusing to surrender. "I will... 
protect him." 


Seeing her struggle, | was now more confused than ever. Juniper 
said that Bat Queen didn't act like this when she put my sister 
through these trials. None of this made any sense. What exactly 
made things so different for her to put me and Luz through this? For 
what reason would the Bat Queen refuse to let Owlbert come back 
home when he actually wanted to? 


[No one's view] 


"Bat Queen, this has gone long enough!" Ryuji said as he had his 
sword at the ready. "Just give up and let Owlbert come home!" 


"No... | won't yield." Bat Queen grunted as she tried to get herself 
up. 


Laying there on the ground, Luz wondered as to why the Bat Queen 
was being so stubborn and letting them take Owlbert back with them. 
Though upon looking upon the demon's right talon, Luz noticed a 
strange symbol on it. Sensing familiarity with it, Luz then thought 
back and realized she had seen something like it on Owlbert. 


[Flashback] 


"Hey, what's that?" Luz asked, looking at the interlock on the bottom 
of Owlbert's right foot. 


"Oh, that's an interlock." Ryuji told her. "It's how Owlbert is able to 
reattach himself to my mom's staff. Every palisman has one." 


[End of flashback] 


From seeing this, Luz gasped as she figured out why the Bat Queen 
was refusing to let Owlbert go home with them. 


[Ryuji] 


"Ryuji, wait!" Hearing her voice, | turned to Luz just when she 
pointed forward. "Look! On the Bat Queen's foot!" 


"Her foot?" | said before | then turned to look at the demon's talons 
and gasped upon seeing a familiar symbol on her right talon. "Is 
that... an interlock?" Seeing this made me realize why the Bat 
Queen was trying so hard to keep Owlbert with her and | let the Bat 
Queen get to her feet. "Of course. It all makes sense now. You're a 
palisman!" From this, Juniper gasped as the Bat Queen looked at 
me with eyes widened in shock. 


[No one's view] 


At the slayground, King had managed to get his foot free, sitting up 
after landing on the ground as he gained a look of shame and 
blamed himself for getting Eda captured. 


"Your pride has destroyed you." Hearing the familiar voice, King's 
eyes widened as he saw his "usurper" standing behind him on the 
other side of the ropes with a smug smile on his face. "The throne 
belongs to me now." 


"Over my dead body!" King declared before he heard Eda's screech, 
remembering what had happened and knowing he had to save her. 
"Eda!" 


"Yes, leave and forfeit your reign." The child said with a grin. 


"Then forfeit, | shall!" King declared as he ran after the demon 
hunters’ cart. "I'm coming for you, Eda!" 


After the little demon left the slayground, his "usurper" gave a sigh of 
contentment at seeing King leave to rescue. 


"Well, at least he's got his priorities straight. Better go see how this 
will go out." The kid said before he snapped his fingers and exploded 
in a cloud of light blue smoke. 


[No one's view] 


After a while of running down the street, King managed to find the 
demon hunter's cart as it was stopped in front of railroad crossing 
signs that had arms which were literal arms with giant white hands, 
the trio waiting for a giant snail with what appeared to be windows on 
its shell to pass. Seeing his chance, King instantly rushes over and 
sneaks into the cart through a window. 


"Eda? You in there?" King asked right before he dodged the 
transformed witch as she tried to bite him. "Eda, I'm sorry. | used you 
for your strength 'cause | felt weak. I'm your friend. If only there were 
some way to remind you who | am." It was then that King 
remembered something about Eda. "Wait a minute, you love my 
rage squeal. Like this." Taking a deep breath, King then released his 
high pitch squeal which causes Eda to burst into laughter. 


"So tiny, so angry." Eda laughed as she transforms into her normal 
self, the net around her disappearing. 


"Eda!" Smiling, King then runs over and the two hug. 


"What happened?" Eda asked, confused to find herself in a cart. 


"Okay, so | went to your room and you were the beast. And then..." 
King thought about telling her the truth, but went against it and lied. 
"Then you just rushed out of here, so | chased you down, then you 
got caught by animal control, | came here, and | managed to get you 
back to your old self." 


"Uh-huh. I'll deal with you later." Eda said as she stood up, holding 
King in her arms. "Wanna bounce?" 


"Yes, please." 


With that, as the railroad crossing arms finally raised to let the 
demon hunters pass, the trio heard an explosion and looked to the 
back to see the back of their cart with a giant hole in it. 


"Oh, the demon got away!" the eye-patched hunter groaned in 
annoyance before he looked to see Eda in the distance as she was 
walking away with King. "Hey, lady! Have you seen some monster 
that has gray hair like you? Lady? Lady!" Eda ignored him as she 
continued walking away. 


Unknown to any of them, from an alley, the kid from the slayground 
watched with a smile as Eda and King casually made their escape 
from the hunters who had no idea that their catch was walking away. 


"Well, looks like my work here is done." The kid said right before he 
created a light blue spell circle and was shrouded in a puff of light 
blue smoke, the smoke soon dissipating to reveal a witch who 
looked like a teenager with yellow eyes dressed in a white cloak with 
a long braid of her hair hanging out of the hood to reveal it was 
colored light blue. Her cloak had gold accents. "Glad | can help 
people out, especially family. Speaking of which, better get back to 
mine before Mom finds out I'm gone." With a wave of her cloak 
which began to glow light blue, the witch instantly disappeared 
without anyone's notice. 


[Ryuji] 


Standing there in front of the Bat Queen, | was just as shocked as 
the girls to discover that the Bat Queen-the richest demon on the 
Boiling Isles-was really a palisman like Owlbert. This had explained 
why Owlbert had fled to her of all people. 


"No wondering Owlbert went to you." | said as | pieced it together. "If 
anyone can make a palisman feel safe, it's a fellow palisman." 


"Bat Queen?" Juniper said as she came over to me, looking at the 
Bat Queen in disbelief. "You were a palisman this whole time?" 


Bat Queen only raised up her foot, glancing at the very same symbol 
that all palismen had before closing her eyes while looking away and 
now knowing her secret was exposed, a secret she had no doubt 
been keeping for a long time. 


"Yes." Bat Queen admitted before she turned away. "I was once part 
of a grand staff, a staff made for a giant! But | was broken, 
discarded." 


"So that's why you're so protective of Owlbert." Luz said as she 
came over to me and Luz, now having a better understanding much 
like myself. Bat Queen then turned around 


"| protect... all!" Bat Queen said as she then turned back to us, her 
eyes glowing bright yellow again. 


"All?" | asked, wondering what she meant until Luz spoke up. 
"Ryuji, look!" 


Turning to where my friend was pointing, | looked up to the trees 
behind her and gasped at the sight of multiple glowing eyes looking 
down at us. Looking carefully, | became even more shocked as | saw 
the owners of those eyes were actually palisman that sat amongst 
the branches. | was so shocked because the number of palismen | 


could see looked like they could fill the trees. All of them were 
different kinds of animals like birds, lizards, bugs, frogs, and all sorts 
of mammals. | even saw a monkey that had four faces. What 
surprised me more was the number of scars each of them had. 


"Palismen." | said, Surprised to see so many in one place. 
"There's so many." Luz added, just as surprised as | was. 


"Yeah, these are all the palismen Bat Queen looks after." Juniper told 
us. "Just like Owlbert, they all came to her for a safe place to hide. 


"Yes, | made home in forest." Bat Queen told us. "I'm here to take 
the lost, the forgotten." 


"Lost? Forgotten?" | said, confused by what she said. "I don't 
understand. | thought palismen were cherished by all witches and 
warlocks." 


"No, not all." Bat Queen told me. "Some witches and warlocks know 
respect palismen deserve, others careless and cruel. Most palismen 
are treated poorly, left with nothing but pain. | give those who were 
treated as such home here, a place where they are safe." 


"Wow, | had no idea." | said, feeling sorry for both Bat Queen and the 
palismen who undoubtedly suffered a lot. "To think that so many 
palismen could be left like this, so broken up and scarred. This is 
just... wrong. Dad always told me that a palisman isn't just a piece of 
wood or a decoration for a staff, it's a living being who chooses to be 
by your side through thick and thin. To anyone who uses a staff, the 
palisman is a companion, not some trinket. Most importantly, a 
palisman is a friend and you never give up on a friend. The bond 
between a witch and a palisman is special and needs to be 
cherished." With that said, | then turned to Bat Queen. "Bat Queen, 
we understand that you're trying to make sure no palisman suffers 
like you did, but Owlbert isn't forgotten and he never will be." 


"He's right." Luz spoke up. "Eda carved Owlbert herself and Juni's 
known him her whole life. Both of them know how important having a 
palisman is. He has those that love and care about him very much." 


"He will not go back with you." Bat Queen said, turning around and 
walking away. 


"That's not your decision to make!" 


"She's right!" | said, backing Luz up. "We earned Owlbert's trust 

back. We showed him how much we care about him, just like my 
mom and sister. He's free to make his own choice and you can't 

force him to stay here! He's coming back home with us!" 


"No, he is not!" Bat Queen said as she was about to attack getting 
me to hold up my sword. But, before anything could happen, Owlbert 
landed in front of me and Luz and held out his wings while hooting 
away with his eyes glowing yellow. No doubt he was communicating 
with her telepathically. "You... You care for them?" 


Their eyes stopped glowed as Owlbert nodded and hooted before 
turning around to walk over to Luz who kneeled down and held out 
her hands so she could bring the owl up to her shoulder. After she 
did and Owlbert perched on her shoulder, Owlbert warbled while 
rubbing himself against Luz's cheek while | gently pet him with two 
fingers and a smile on my face as to show we cared for him too. 


"Very well." Bat Queen said as she admitted defeat before motioning 
us to leave. "Go. And take your friends." 


"Hey, wait for us!" Hearing Gizi, | looked over to see her along with 
Willow and Gus running over to us with the babies on them with Gizi 
having one on her head, Willow having one on her arm, and Gus 
having one on his leg. With a whistle, Bat Queen was able to call her 
babies back to her. 


"| don't think I'll ever be clean again." Gus said as he started to clean 
himself. 


"Bat Queen, do you know what happened to your owner?" | said the 
giant palisman. "I bet they are worried about you." 


"It has been thousands of years." She admitted in despair. "So long, 
I've forgotten." 


"Well, if you ever want to search for them, I'm more than willing to 
help you." | told her with a smile. 


"Me too. | bet anything that your owner would be happy to see you're 
okay." Luz added, making the Bat Queen smile. 


"Thank you." Bat Queen said with gratitude. "Before | leave, young 
Frank, | have something for you." Hearing this, me and the gang 
exchanged a look of confusion before her eyes flashed yellow and a 
small little palisman that looked like a woodpecker came flying by, 
dropping something on the ground in front of me. 


Picking it off of the ground, | looked to see it was a red key that had 
a head shaped like a V with this feathered pattern that made it look 
like wings at the sides and had a blue glass sphere at the center that 
had what looked like a black compass rose with only four points and 
a circle that went through the center of each point on the glass. 


"A key?" | said before | sensed some familiarity with it and looked to 
Bat Queen. 


After she gave me a nod, | then pressed on the glass which acted 
like a button before a red line of light appeared in front of me, 
something popping out of it. After | caught it and the line 
disappeared, | looked at what was now in my hands and saw it was 
a red suitcase that had a sphere like the key on the front which was 
set on the forehead of what looked like a dragon's face. | gasped as 
this confirmed my assumption. 


"The Vallake Family's portal!" | said as | looked upon this in disbelief. 
"Where did you get this?" 


"From your father." Bat Queen told me as | looked at her. "Axel came 
here and give portal to me, said to give to you if you ever come here. 
| believe it to be safer with you than with me." 


"Thank you, Bat Queen. And don't worry, I'll keep this safe." | told her 
with a smile. "Sorry for the trouble." 


"It is ok. Goodbye for now." With that said, Bat Queen flapped herself 
up into the air, her babies holding onto her hair as she soon flew off 
and disappeared into the leaves of the tree they lived in. 


"DK, Luz!" Gizi said as she came over and happily hugged us. "That 
was amazing!" 


"| can't believe you took on the Bat Queen!" Willow excitedly added. 
"And we're not dead!" Gus happily put in. 


"Yeah, | guess | was wrong about ya, Luz." Juniper said with a proud 
smile, playfully punching Luz's arm. "Looks like you do know when to 
get serious.” 


"Thanks, Juni." Luz said with a grateful smile. "And thanks all of you 
for helping us get Owlbert back. I'm sorry we missed the game." 


"Yeah, I'm sorry too." | added. "I Know you guys were looking forward 
to it. 


"Are you kidding?" Gizi exclaimed. "That was better than any 
grudgby match!" 


"Yeah, there were action-packed trials and | got to do my flag wave." 
Gus added. "I might be slightly traumatized, but today was still great. 
Hooray!" 


With that, my sister then looked to Luz and gave her "Told ya so" 
smile, causing my friend to chuckle before she looked to Owlbert 
who was still perched on her shoulder. 


"Come on, let's get this little guy home." Luz happily said as we all 
then made our way out of the forest. 


As we were walking, | stared down at the gift Bat Queen had just 
given me, thinking about what she said while still in disbelief that | 
was holding a portal like the one my mom had. 


With the whole mess sorted out, we managed to get back to the Owl 
House where | then made the Vallake portal disappear. After the five 
of us apologized to Juniper for what happened and promised her we 
won't let it happen again after she gave us a threat similar to Mom's, 
me and Luz said our goodbyes to Willow, Gizi, and Gus before the 
three made their way back to their homes. 


Sitting on the couch, | watched as Luz peeled a bandage and placed 
it over Owlbert's crack. 


"And now you're a part of the boo-boo buddy club." Luz said, causing 
the little owl to hoot as his way of saying "thank you". 


"| still can't believe that my dad entrusted a portal to the Bat Queen." 
| said as | gazed at the portal key in my hand. "To think that the 
Vallakes are hunting my dad for it when it wasn't even with him the 
whole time." 


"Ya think Mom knew about this?" Juniper asked me. 


"No. If she did, she probably would've been selling stuff from Armro 
by now." | told her. 


"Yeah." Juniper said. "Think we should tell her we have it now?" 
"Nah, it's probably best she doesn't know." 
"Doesn't know what?" Hearing that voice, | looked over to see Mom 


standing at the door with King behind her, causing me and the girls 
to panic a bit. 


"Oh, nothing!" | said with a nervous chuckle as the three of us tried 
our best to look casual. 


"Owlbert, why are you off of the staff?" Mom asked as we all then 
gained looks of fear as we realized that we forgot to tell Owlbert to 
back on the staff. Just when | thought we busted, Owlbert flew over 
to my Mom's shoulder and warbled something to her. "Ryuji and Luz 
took you to get ice cream? Aw, that's... a horrible lie." Mom glanced 
over to her student and me as we gulped nervously at the thought of 
the scolding we were going to get. "Well, lucky for you both I don't 
care right now. I'm going to take a nap." After Mom went upstairs, me 
and the girls gave a sigh of relief as we were safe for today before | 
then realized something. 


"Wait, | thought she was sleeping." | said, getting the girls to look at 
me. "What was she doing outside of the house?" 


"I'll, uh... be at the slayground." King said, walking away from the 
house and leaving me, Juniper, and Luz by ourselves before Owlbert 
came flying down and perched on Luz's shoulder. 


"Let's keep this one to ourselves, shall we?" Luz said to us, the 
palisman warbling in response while nodding his head. 


"Yeah." | put in. 
"No arguments here." Juniper added. 


“Though | got to say that what we just learned today was pretty 
cool." | said, remembering what we found out about Bat Queen. 


"Yeah, who knew that B.Q. was actually a palisman who looks after 
other palismen?" Juniper added with a smile. "Hell, | didn't even 
know palismen could have kids." 


"Guess that's just one of the many secrets palismen have to them." | 
said as we then turned to Owlbert. "Makes you wonder what else we 
can learn from them." 


"Yeah, | can't wait to get my palisman." 
"You and me both. Just hope Mom can show us how to carve one." 


"Maybe after we showed her we earned our staffs, she'll show us." 
Juniper then turned to Luz. "And | bet she'll show you how to carve 
one too." 


"Really?" Luz asked with surprise. 


"Of course. She helped our dad carve his palisman." | told my friend. 
"Seeing how you're her student, it only makes sense that she'd show 
you how to make one." 


"Yeah, especially considering you'll get to be her daughter-in-law one 
day." Juniper said, making me and Luz lose our smiles and blush. 


"Juni!" | said as | punched her in the arm. 


"What? Don't tell me you haven't thought about the idea of marrying 
her?" Juniper said with a chuckle. "She is pretty cute... in a nerdy 
way." | growled in annoyance at her before Mom spoke up from 
upstairs. 


"Ryuji, don't get mad at your sister! And Juni, stop teasing your 
brother! I'm not in the mood to be dealing with either of you!" 


"Sorry, Mom." Me and my twin said, gaining looks of worry as we 
upset our mom with Luz giggling at our expense. 

[No one's view] 

In Eda's room, the Owl Lady gained a look of worry as she found 
three empty elixir bottles lying on the floor before she coughed a bit 


and spit out another empty bottle. 


"The elixir, it isn't working on the curse anymore." Eda said as she 
held the empty bottle she spat out. "This is bad." After she says this, 


she started coughing until she spat out the swing the Owl Beast ate 
at the slayground. "When did | swallow a swing?" 


At the Bat Queen's nest, the bat demon now revealed to be a giant 
palisman was chasing her babies around with hair curlers in her hair. 


"Babies, to bed." She ordered, the three flying up to their branch to 
sleep. "And now, how about story?" She smiled flying up to them. 
"This is story of how I'd come to know father of young Frank." 


[Flashback. 30 years ago] 


Within the forest where the Bat Queen had her nest, there is a 
cloaked figure walking through it, following behind a flying Owlbert. 


"Owlbert, it's been over an hour." The figure said to the palisman. 
"Where are you taking me?" 


After a moment of walking, the figure stopped when they heard a 
crack and looked down to see the ground littered with bones. Just 
after they do so, something large lands in front of them, catching 
them by surprise and causing them to fall back onto the ground 
where their hood slips away to reveal them as a teenage Axel Frank. 
Looking in front of him, Axel yelps as he sees the Bat Queen glaring 
down at him. 


"Uh, hi." Axel said with a nervous smile. 


"Human." Bat Queen said, taking notice of his ears. "Why are you 
here in forest?" 


"Look, I'm not here to cause any trouble." Axel said to her before he 
heard a hoot and Owlbert flew down between them, the palisman 
looking up at the Bat Queen as his eyes glow yellow. The Bat 
Queen's eyes glow the same color for a moment before she spoke 
again. 


"| see." As Owlbert's eyes stopped glowing, Bat Queen then turned 
her gaze back at Axel. "Your name Axel, correct?" 


Axel was surprised to hear this. "Yeah, how did you know?" 
"He told me. He also tells me you look to make a palisman." 


"Wait, you understood him?" Axel thinks for a moment before he then 
gains a look of realization. "You're a palisman too, aren't you?" 


It was now Bat Queen's turn to be surprised. "Who told you?" 


"No one. It's just from what I've read about palismen, only a palisman 
can speak to another palisman so freely like that." 


Bat Queen then regained her emotionless expression. "I see." 

"Now who are you anyway?" 

"lam the Bat Queen." 

"Bat Queen? As in the wealthiest demon on the entire Boiling Isles?" 
"Yi-yi, that is 1." 

"Okay then." As Axel spoke, Owlbert then flew up and perched 
himself on the Fire Dragon's left shoulder. "So I'm guessing he 


already told you why I'm here?" 


"Yes, he says you look to create palisman of your own, but have 
trouble with it. Why?" 


"Well, it's because | want it to be perfect." Axel then sat up, crossing 
his legs. "My girlfriend got me some Palistrom wood so | could carve 
out my own palisman. | don't want it to go to waste, so | have to 
make sure my palisman is perfect." 


"Oh? And why is that?" 


"Well, it's just because she worked so hard just get me enough of 
that wood for me to carve. Palistrom wood isn't easy to get these 
days and | have always wanted a palisman of my very own, so I'm 
just so touched by what she did. | didn't even ask her to do that yet 
she did it for me. She's already done so much for me and | want to 
make it up to her. The best way | can think of to thank her for such is 
by making sure that her efforts never go to waste." 


"| see. And you struggle with how you want palisman?" 

"Yes. | came all this way to look for help in carving mine. When | 
walked in here, | wasn't sure if this was the right place to look for 
help. But now I see that Owlbert hadn't led me astray and | was 


wrong to doubt him. Who better to help me with a palisman-related 
problem than an actual palisman?" 


"It seems this palisman trusts you, so | believe | will help you, 
human. Now what sort of palisman do you mean to carve?" 


"Well, that's just it. | don't know. I've been trying to figure out what 
sort of palisman | wanted to make. Should | go with a bird, like 
Owlbert? A mammal? A reptile? Or possibly something amphibious? 
There are just so many choices that | can't decide." 

"That is not what | meant." 

Axel was confused by this. "Uh, I'm sorry?" 

"What sort of palisman do you want for yourself?" 


"| believe | already told you. | don't know." 


"You don't know what palisman will be, but do you know what you 
want?" 


"Uh... | don't exactly understand." 


Bat Queen sighed in exasperation before she spoke. "Very well, then 
| will show you." With that, her eyes glow yellow and Axel looks up 


and becomes shocked to see the multiple glowing eyes of all the 
palismen Bat Queen had been taking care of, something which his 
future son and his friend would come to witness. 


"Whoa! So many palismen!" Axel was surprised to see this as all the 
palismen above him. "I thought you were the only one." 


"Of course not. Do you believe that Owlbert came here because | 
was alone? | made home here and take in all palismen that were 
hurt. The lost, the forgotten." 


"Hurt? Lost? Forgotten?" 


"Not many palisman are accepted even by the first people they are 
made for. When that happens, they have no place to go." 


"That is until you decided to make a place for them. | had no idea 
that this could even happen to a palisman." 


"Of course, you are not of this land. As such, you're ignorant to how 
many treat palismen." 


"Well, I'm not gonna be like them, especially considering that mine 
will be a palisman that | will carve myself." Bat Queen then looked to 
see Axel give a serious look. "As I've come to understand from 
Owlbert, palismen are living creatures. They don't deserve to be 
tossed aside just because they aren't to one's liking. That's an easy 
way to lose their trust and it's never easy to earn one's trust back. As 
I've come to see from my beloved Eda and her family, a palisman is 
not a tool, but a loyal partner that stays by your side no matter what." 
Hearing a chirp, Axel soon looked up and watched as one of the 
palisman from above flew down and perches on his free shoulder. 
The palisman is a small, red bird with a scar over its left eye which 
then nuzzles Axel's cheek and causes the young Fire Dragon to 
smile. "Hey, little guy." 


"It appears you speak vowels, human. It would seem that you know 
what you want." 


"Everything except for what my palisman is supposed to be." 


"Even when speaking out from heart, you're blind to what problem 
really is." The little bird on Axel's shoulder stopped nuzzling as the 
young Fire Dragon gave the Bat Queen a perplexed look. 


"What do you mean?" 


"Your problem isn't that you don't know what you want, your problem 
is that you think too much on how palisman looks." 


"Well, of course. It's my first palisman. It has to be perfect." 
"| know, but what do you see as perfect?" 


"Well, 1..." Axel paused for a moment before he then realized he 
didn't have an answer. "Actually, | don't know. This is my first time 
ever trying for a palisman. Nobody in my family that | Know of has 
actually tried for one before. As such, there's not much | can go on 
making the perfect palisman." 


"And that is problem. Making palisman is not about how palisman 
looks or whether or not it is perfect or not. What matters is palisman 
made for." 


"Made for?" 


"Yes. How palisman looks depends on desire of those they are made 
for. All palismen you see here, even the ones down here with us, 
was each made with different desires. Some made for quest for 
power, some made for chance at glory, others made for unique 
desire." 


"So you're saying that the way all these palismen look is not because 
their original owners were thinking about what they'd look like, only 
what it would mean for them?" 


"Exactly, which is why palismen are often discarded as many believe 
they do not help them achieve such desire." 


"Wow, that's harsh. So the palisman you took in are the ones people 
didn't believe could help them." 


"Yes. They stay here in forest as they believe they will not be able to 
trust anyone ever again." 


"Well, | highly doubt that." Axel then uncrossed his legs and stood 
up, giving an honest smile. "Just because something doesn't go right 
the first time, doesn't mean you can't try again. That's what | learned 
in life. It's pretty rare for the first time that things go the way you want 
it, but that's why second chances exist, SO we can try again to see if 
things go right. These palismen may have been rejected by the first 
person they thought they could trust, but it doesn't mean that there 
isn't Someone out there they can trust. You said these palismen were 
each made to help a witch or warlock with a different purpose in life. 
I'm sure if they just try, they'll find someone they believe they can 
help, one who accepts them for who they are. All they need to do is 
just give it a chance." 


"Hmm." Bat Queen thought for a moment as she looked around and 
saw the palisman in the trees looking toward Axel in awe, all of them 
touched by his words. With this, she then spoke again. "You truly 
have kind heart. With one such as yours, | believe you have desire, 
yes?" 


"If you mean with my palisman, then yeah. | want to be able to 
protect those | care about. | want to protect my friends, my family, 
everyone that | know and love. At one time in my life, | had lost 
someone very dear to me and it tore me apart. It was a time when | 
wanted to do things alone, so that | could never suffer that kind of 
pain again. Though that was only because | thought | was never 
strong enough to keep anyone close to me safe from the dangers 
that come with a life like mine. But | came to realize that what 
happened in the past isn't something that can be set in stone. Things 
are different now because now | know that I've changed and become 
stronger, strong enough to make a difference. And | have those who 
choose to stand by my side to thank for that. All that is what got me 
to realize my goal in life, both as Axel Frank and as a Fire Dragon. | 


want to make a world where everyone can live together in peace and 
harmony, no matter who or what they are. | want to make a world 
where everyone can have a chance at a happily ever after, a chance 
where they can be happy. | want to make it where no one has 
anything or anyone taken away from them much like when it 
happened to me and | didn't have the strength to stop it. | want to 
make a world where the strong help the weak. | want to be a hero for 
both the weak and the strong, a hero for all." 


Bat Queen then smiled at the young Fire Dragon. "You truly have a 
great desire, hu... Axel. | believe that saying this helps you with 
problem?" 


"Yeah. Now I know what to do." With his arms at his side, Axel then 
bowed respectively to Bat Queen. "Thank you for helping me, Bat 
Queen." 


"Think nothing of it, Axel. | was glad to help a great person such as 
you." 


Straightening himself out of the bow, the young Fire Dragon then 
watched as the little red bird nuzzled his cheek a bit before flying 
back up into the trees. After giving Owlbert a grateful smile, Axel then 
waved goodbye to Bat Queen before turning to leave, the giant 
palisman smiling at the young man walking off with his ideas on what 
his palisman would be. 


[End of flashback] 


"And since that day, | was glad to have helped that day." Bat Queen 
said with a smile as her babies slowly drifted off to sleep. "And he 
managed to return favor by helping bring lost palismen here and 
even showing me how magical being parent was." After finishing her 
story and seeing her babies fast asleep, Bat Queen smiled as she 
then joined them on the branch. 


Young Frank and his human friend make quite the team. Bat Queen 
thought to herself, thinking how similar Ryuji is to Axel. Hopefully 
both will be ready for what will come. 


With that, Bat Queen wrapped her wings around herself and her 
children before going to sleep with them. 


Well, this was one hell of a day we had. Sure, me and the gang 
didn't get to see the grudgby game like we planned, but at least my 
friends were still able to have a good time. Not only that, but we also 
got the Vallake Family's portal, me and Luz have gained Owlbert's 
trust, and I think Luz had earned my sister's respect. It was also 
guite surprising that Bat Queen, the richest demon on the Boiling 
Isles, was actually a giant palisman who took in other palismen who 
needed a safe place to call home this entire time. At least now me 
and Luz know more about palismen than we did before and how 
important it is for one to have a palisman. Really gives me and her 
more thought about our own palismen from when we earn our Staffs. 
Needless to say, | really can't wait to get a palisman of my very own 
and learn how to make one if Mom is willing to teach me. DK out! 


Author's Note: Hey, guys! | hope you all like the new chapter. This 
had been quite eventful and full of surprises, huh? Ryuji and Luz 
managed to go through trials and earn Owlbert's trust, they found out 
the truth about Bat Queen being a palisman herself, and they've now 
obtained the portal belonging to the Vallakes. Though with all the 
great things that had happened, there are also equally terrible 
discoveries. After her recent rampage as the Owl Beast, Eda has 
now discovered that the elixir is slowly losing its effect on her curse. 
Will this mean that Eda will no longer be able to hold back her curse 
and be stuck as the dreaded Owl Beast? Or will Ryuji, Juniper, and 
Luz be able to save the Owl Lady? The answers are yet to be 
discovered. By the way, if you're wondering about the mysterious 
witch girl who got King to rescue Eda, | can't exactly tell you who she 
is. But I will let you know that she does play an important part in this 


story and you'll see her again soon. Also, she is voiced by Sarah 
Wiedenheft. In the next chapter, while Eda and Juniper are dealing 
with finding a way to hold back her curse, Ryuji and Luz decided to 
enter a writing contest with King. That's all | got for now. Don't forget 
to leave a comment to tell me what you think of it. See you all in the 
next chapter! 


Chapter 11: Sense and Insensitivity 


Chapter 11: Sense and Insensitivity 


Morning in Bonesborough, a few days had passed since me and Luz 
went through the Bat Queen's trials to earn Owlbert's trust back. Of 
course, me, Juniper, and Luz didn't say anything about it to Mom and 
we were glad that she forgot about it as something else seemed to 
be on her mind. While | was concerned about that, me and the girls 
brushed it off as this gave us a lucky break from her wrath. As of 
today, we were back to work trying to sell items from the human 
realm items at the marketplace. After setting up shop in the right spot 
where no Coven Guards would spot us, we all then waited for any 
customers who might be interested in our "merchandise". After a 
while with business being slow, we all decided to do our own thing 
with King putting something together to get people's attention, Luz 
walking over to explore the town, Mom lounging around with a pair of 
sunglasses on, and me and my sister talking about the plans ina 
couple of days. What we have planned was the video chat we had 
with Dad since he sent me a text that he wanted to have a video chat 
to see how | was doing while he had the time. He remembered that 
he had one day off planned and, because of it, he had enough free 
time on his hands for a chat. Considering this was the perfect time 
for it, | decided | would tell Dad when he called that | now knew that 
the Owl Lady, the very person he sent me to help me with my curse, 
was actually the mom who | got the curse from and the person | 
always wanted to meet. | also thought this would be the perfect time 
for Juniper to properly meet our dad. Needless to say, my sister was 
pretty excited. 


"This is awesome!" Juniper said with a bright smile. "In just a few 
days, | finally get to talk to Dad!" 


"Yeah, and | bet anything he'll be happy to find out that you know 
you're his daughter." | told her with a smile of my own. 


"| still can't believe you didn't tell Dad you found out the secret him 
and Mom had kept from us." Juniper said to me. "It's been over a few 
weeks now since Mom told us." 


"What? | didn't know what to say." | told her. "I was still getting used 
to the fact that the witch he said would help me was the mom who | 
wanted to meet my whole life and that | actually had a twin sister. 
Besides, | actually want to see the smile on his face when | tell him 
that | finally got to meet the other half of the family that had been 
living here in the Boiling Isles." 


"But you'll leave out the part about meeting Lilith, right?" 


"Yeah. Considering how her and Mom have been like with each 
other, I'm pretty sure she might be the last person of the 
Clawthornes he wants to hear about." 


"Partake of my free snack samples! | demand it as your ruler, the 
King of Demons!" Hearing King's voice, me and my sis turned to see 
him holding up a tray with a magic 8-Ball, a Santa pez dispenser, a 
gross-looking hotdog covered with toothpaste, and two strands of 
bacon. After a little while of people ignoring and walking past him, 
the little demon then threw the tray to the ground in frustration. 
"Nyah! Why isn't anyone paying attention to me?" 


"Maybe because they don't care?" Juniper sarcastically commented, 
getting a light laugh from Mom. 


"I'm their rightful overlord!" King claimed. "Intellectually and such!" 


"Uh-huh." After my sister said, | then looked around as the way 
people were walking around the streets was usually a sign of 
something going on. 


"Even though we haven't had many customers, it seems like the 
streets are pretty busy." | spoke up as | watched people go by. 
"Especially considering it's early in the morning." 


"Yeah, you're right." Mom said as she took off and tossed aside her 
sunglasses before she grabbed this passerby and sniffed him. "And 
it reeks more of geek than money today. Something's up." 


"Guys!" Just like that, Luz came out of nowhere with an excited smile 
on her face, slamming her hands on the table and startling all of us 
to where Mom dropped the student she had. "You will not believe 
what's going on!" 


"Good God! Luz, don't scare us like that!" | told her. 
"Whoops! Sorry." She said, giving me an apologetic smile. 
"It's fine." | said as | then recomposed myself. "So what's going on?" 


"I'll show you. Come on!" Luz excitedly said, grabbing me by the arm 
and pulling me to show me what got her all excited with Mom, my 
sis, and King following behind. 


After walking for a while, we finally reached where Luz wanted to 
take us, Luz having me cover my eyes before we walked right over 
to where she wanted to go. 


"You're not peeking, are you?" Luz asked me as we continued 
walking. 


"I'm not. Don't worry." | told her with a smile. "Are we almost there 
yet?" 


"Yep! Just minute..." She said just before we finally stopped. "Okay, 
you can look now." Removing my hands from my face, | gasped at 
the sight as Luz did a pose underneath a banner that hung at the 
entryway to a street full of stands that were stocked with different 
kinds of books. 


"A book fair!" | said as | walked over to stand by Luz, having the 
same excited smile she had. "The place where books come to life!" 


Just then, a book from one of the stands jumped off its stack and 
landed in my hands. 


"Hello." The book greeted me, surprising me. 


"Whoa! Literally." | said as | then put the back with its stack. "I didn't 
know the Boiling Isles had this." 


"Talking books or this nerd fest?" Juniper said with a blank 
expression. 


“Come on, Juni." | told my twin. "A book fair is amazing!" 
"A fair without rides?" King questioned in confusion. 


"Oh, it's got its own sorts of rides, King." | told him with a proud 
smile. 


"He's right." Said a short warlock wearing a backpack who then held 
a book in front of King. "Who needs those kinds of rides when this 
can take you on the ride of a lifetime?" 


"Nyah!" Annoyed by his presence, King threw a strip of bacon on the 
guy's head which caused this winged demon to swoop in and take 
him away, getting a chuckle of amusement from Juniper. 


"Oh, come on, guys." | said, trying to encourage the three to find 
some enjoyment here at the fair. "Give it a chance. You might 
actually like it." 


"Okay, one: ew." Mom said as she then picked up a book froma 
cyclops girl's stand before then dropping it on the ground. "Two: the 
only nerd | need in my life is my Axey. And three: I'm only gonna walk 
around ‘cause | feel like pickpocketing some dork while they 
browse." 


"Great. Now | got a reason to be here." Juniper said in exasperation 
before running off after Mom. "Mom, wait up!" 


[Ryuji's aside] 


You know, considering how both my mom and sis are, | really 
shouldn't be surprised they wouldn't be much interested in 
something like this. At least | still got someone who loves book fairs 
just as much as me. 


"Well, at least now | won't have to wait at the stand all day." | said 
before | smiled at my friend. "Thanks for bringing me here, Luz. You 
made my day." 


"Aw! It was nothing." She told me, looking a little proud of herself 
before turning to King. "Come on, King! Give it a chance! I'll let you 
ride in my hoodie!" 


"Oooh-hoo-hoo-hoo!" The canine happily accepted before he jumped 
into her hood. 


"Okay, guys! Let's see what a Boiling Isles book fair is all about!" | 
said as we then walked into the book fair. 


Walking in there, | was amazed by what the book fair had to offer. 
There were all kinds of stands that showed different parts of the 
world of literature, like a reviewer stand called "The Reviewnicorn" 
ran by what looked like a humanoid unicorn and one for ghostwriters 
manned by an actual ghost. And, much like the first book | 
encountered here, it wasn't in short supply of living books as | saw a 
book that resembled the monster book from Harry Potter trying to eat 
a young witch kid. 


"This place haves everything!" | sooke out as we walked through the 
book fair. "A zine-making workshop, meet and greets. | wonder if 
they have manga around here." 


"Hey, what's going on over there?" Luz spoke up and we soon 
stopped as we looked over to one stand that was pretty popular. 


One of the warlocks managing it had a nearly shaved head with 
dyed green strands of hair swept to the right along with a thin, brown 
mustache and goatee dressed in a blue jacket, a red scarf, and 
purple-shaded sunglasses and the other was a humanoid reptile-like 
demon dressed in small, round glasses resting at the end of his nose 
along with a long, red jacket with yellow trimming, and a blue hat that 
curved over to the left. Seeing the lines of people holding books, it 
looked like the stand was holding a book signing. Though | then saw 
it was much more than that as | looked up and gasped at the sight of 
a banner that said "Writing Competition: Enter today and become a 
published author". 


"A writing competition!" | said, excited to discover this event here in 
the Boiling Isles. "I've always wanted to become a writer!" 


"Yeah, me too!" Luz added, sharing the same smile | had. 


"Writer?" King said as he looked at us. "I thought you wanted to be a 
hero and a witch." 


"Of course, | want to become a witch." Luz said as she explained. 
"But where I'm from that's kinda... impossible. So my runner-up 
dream was to be a writer." She then brought out a picture showing 
her when she was younger, wearing a space dolphin sweater and 
posing against a window. "I even have my own author picture. | know 
how to get my good angle." 


"Yeah, but | still can't believe you've had that since you were seven." 
| said as my friend put her picture away. 


"Okay, So what's your deal with this writer thing?" King asked me. 
"It's part of my retirement plan. It's also my cover." | told him. 
"Come again?" 


"Well, sure | want to be a hero, but | can't always be one forever." | 
explained. "I need something else to do when | decide to put away 


the sword. I've always had a knack for writing, so being a writer is 
my career choice after retiring from the hero business. Plus, it's also 
a good-paying job since being a hero isn't all ‘money, money'." 


"And I'm gonna be his cowriter!" Luz added with a proud smile. 


"Which is why | think we should join in on this." | said with a smile of 
determination. "Who knows? Maybe we'll win and become published 
authors here in the Boiling Isles!" Just then, one witch girl ran right 
past us while laughing like crazy, the rudeness of the girl making me 
lose my smile. "Hey, excuse you!" 


"Ugh! What are these basement dwellers doing out in natural 
sunlight?" King asked with a groan of disgust. 


"Um, we're in line for Jon De Plume." Said a familiar voice as we 
looked down to the side and saw the conspiracy prisoner standing 
there while holding a book. 


"Jon De Plume?" | asked before pointing to the sunglasses-wearing 
warlock who was signing books given to him before giving them back 
to their owners. "You mean that guy with the sunglasses which don't 
really go well with that scarf or that hair?" 


"Hey, don't you dare insult him!" the midget told me. "He is the most 
famous writer on the Boiling Isles, the famed author of the Wealm 
Warriors series!" 


" Realm Warriors, huh?" | said, a bit intrigued by this. "Must be a 
really good book if he's got this many fans." 


"Uh, yeah, it's amazing!" the conspiracy prisoner said. "Which is why 
I'm going to have him read my story. Once he weads it and loves it, 
I'm going to ask him to marry me." She whispered that last part to 
herself in determination. 


"Yeah, good luck with that." | told her as we watched the author she 
admired sign away like crazy. 


"Jon, will you sign my child?" Said as a demon who walked up and 
held a baby demon up to the author. 


"I'll sign anything!" Jon said as he then wrote his signature on the 
young demon before giving off the laugh of a real jerk. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Seriously? That guy's the most famous author on the Boiling Isles? | 
can already tell that guy's nothing but an asshole. He signed 
somebody's baby! A baby! Honestly, who does that? 


"Such power, such command he holds over his minions. | must have 
this!" | heard King say as I turned to see he was entranced by how 
many fans the author had. "Luz, Ryuji, | too shall enter the 
competition!" 


"You? King, this is a competition full of people who know about 
literature more than you." | said, a little amused by the little demon's 
declaration. "Do you even know how to write a great story?" 


"Uh... no?" King said, sounding unsure how to answer before getting 
that overconfident tone of his back. "Doesn't matter. Whatever | write 
will be a masterpiece that will make everyone grovel before me!" 


"Yeah, right. You might beat some amateurs like yourself," | said 
before pointing to myself with my thumb as | gave King a confident 
smile, "but you can't beat a pro like me. I've been doing writing since 
middle school and studied the art of literature. With Luz helping me 
out, whatever you write will be nothing compared to the story we'll 
write together." 


"Ha! You know nothing what the people here want! | bet you anything 
my story can beat your story!" 


"I might not know the audience that Isles has for literature, but me 
and Luz can still make a story that everyone can enjoy!" 


"Ha! Good luck with that!" With that, me and King growled at each 
other with glares of anger for a moment before Luz spoke up. 


"Guys! Guys! Guys!" Me and King then stopped glaring at each other 
and gave my friend our attention. "Maybe instead of competing 
against each other, we could work together!" 


"What?" Me and King said in disbelief at what she was suggesting. 


"Well, you both have good points." Luz said as she explained. "King 
doesn't know how to write a story, but he knows what people here 
like in one. Ryuji knows how to write a story, but doesn't know what 
people look for in one. If we all work together, | bet we can make the 
best story the Isles has ever seen! Plus, we're best friends, so we'll 
make the best team!" 


"She does make a good point." | said as | turned back to King. "Our 
chances at winning would be better if we use both experiences in 
writing and knowledge in what the people want in a story." With that, 
| then offered my hand to the little demon. "What do you say, King? 
Wanna team up and make the best story ever?" 


"Hmm..." King thought for a moment before he then shook my hand. 
"Okay, but my name goes first on the cover." 


"Fine by me." | told him before we broke the shake and | gave both 
him and Luz a smile. "Okay, team! Let's get the stand packed up and 
get to writing!" 


"Team! Yes!" King cheered out as we then went on back to back up 
the stand and then head on back to the Owl House. 


[No one's view] 


Elsewhere at the book fair, Juniper was searching around for her 
mother, hoping to find her before she pickpocket anyone. 
Unfortunately, she had managed to lose while trying to avoid 
dragging attention to herself along with all the people offering her 
books. 


"Damn it. Where did she go?" Juniper whispered a curse as she 
stopped in front of a bookshelf right before a random book fell from it 
and hit her in the head. "Ow! And there's the only reason | hate book 
fairs." After rubbing her head for a moment, Juniper looked to the 
ground to see what was dropped and her eyes widen as the title of 
the said book caught her attention. " So You're Cursed: Expert's 
Guide to Curses and How to deal with them ?" Picking it up, she 
flipped through the pages, humming in interest as she carefully 
looked through them. "Maybe looking around here isn't a bad idea 
after all." 


"Boring." Juniper flinched in surprise at hearing the familiar voice, 
quickly tucking what she had into the back of her shirt. 


The reason why was that the voice she recognized was a clear sign 
that her mother was nearby and, by the sound of her tone, was not 
enjoying the book fair one bit as she was throwing and knocking 
down books left and right before picking up another book with a 
mirror on it. While she was occupied with it, Juniper took this chance 
to walk up to her. 


"Boring." Eda said before she looked into the mirror and gave a 
sudden gasp of shock. "Oh, no." 


"Mom?" Looking into the mirror, she saw the reflection of her 
daughter behind her own. 


"Oh, Juni." Eda said as she turned to Juniper. "How long have you 
been standing there?" 


"Not long." Juniper told her. "What's wrong?" 


"Another wrinkle. The curse is getting worse faster than | thought." 


"Eh, I'd say don't worry about it." Juniper casually waved it off. "It's 
just a wrinkle. You're fine." 


"Easy for you say. You're still young." Eda then turned her attention 
back to the mirror. "You don't have to worry about wrinkles till you're 
my age." Hearing this, Juniper gained a very teasing smirk. 


"Well, maybe this isn't the curse. Maybe it's just a sign you just need 
to stop frowning so much. Frowning makes more wrinkleeees!" Her 

singing that last part pissed Eda off and made the Owl Lady start to 

yank on her daughter's ear. "Owwwww!" 


"You better apologize!" 

"No!" The young witch replied back in defiance. "Ow-ow-ow-ow!" 
"Apologize!" 

"I ain't taking it back! Ow!" 

"You, lackey." Upon hearing the voice, Eda grabbed Juniper and 
ducked behind a banner that said: "READ OR... DIE ". She lift the 
banner and glared at the owner of the voice, her sister standing in 
front of the stand belonging to a mammal-like demon and one of the 
masked guards from the Emperor's Coven beside her. 

"Lilith." Eda whispered sourly while her daughter gave a scoff. 


"Do you have the item we discussed?" Lilith said to the demon. 


"Oh, yes. Right here." The demon said as he opened a drawer and 
took out a rolled-up parcel before giving it to Lilith. 


"Excellent. A map to the Bloom of Eternal Youth." Lilith said as she 
gained a very pleased smile after opening up and seeing what the 
parcel contained before curling it back up. "The Emperor will be very 
pleased." 


"Ma'am, shouldn't we be searching for the Owl Lady, the Demon 
Flame, and the Dragon Kid along with that other kid to join the 
coven?" the guard with her asked. "Remember that whole plan?" 


Lilith laughed at what he said. "My sister's curse has left her frail. 
She'll still be here when we get back." Eda then growled, insulted by 
what she said. "As for Juniper and Ryuji, as well as Cameron, we'll 
deal with them soon. This comes first. It's for the Emperor after all." 


"Yeah! All hail the Emperor!" The soldier exclaimed before knocking 
over the merchant's books. 


"Very good, Steve." Lilith said, patting him on the shoulder before 
walking away. 


"Shoulder pats for Steve!" The guard said before he then followed 
her. 


With both the Emperor's lapdogs gone, both mother and daughter 
nodded to each other before they both jumped over a table. 


"Hey, bub. What'd you sell my prissy sister?" Eda asked the 
merchant. 


"Oh! It's a map to the Bloom of Eternal Youth." The demon 
answered. 


"Bloom of Eternal Youth?" Juniper asked with curiosity. 


"Yes, it's a rare flower that only grows once a millennia." The 
merchant explained. "Like the name suggests, it gives eternal youth 
to whomever holds it." 


"Interesting. So Lilith wants to nab this power for the Emperor, huh?" 
Eda said, gaining a smug smile. "Well, won't she be surprised when | 
get there first and get it for myself! Hah! That'll show her who's frail." 
Seeing this, the merchant gained a malicious grin which didn't go 
unnoticed by Juniper. 


"Well, we'll see, won't we?" The demon said as he opened up 
another drawer that was filled with more maps. "Can't go without a 
map, of course." 


"You have more maps?" Juniper asked with a raised brow. 


"Of course. | provide to anyone who seeks rarities such as this." He 
said as he hands Eda one map. "It does keep me busy after all." 
Taking and opening the map, Eda grinned away as she looked 
forward to foiling her sister's quest. 


[Ryuji] 


After getting the stand packed up and back to the Owl House, me, 
Luz, and King then got to work on our entry story for the writing 
competition. 


"Okay, guys." | said as | used my magic to bring a large corkboard 
into Luz's room. "Before we can write the story, we need to come up 
with a plot. So let's come up with ideas for what it will be about." 


"We can write anything?" King asked with surprise. 


"Of course, we're brainstorming.” | said as | handed him some 
notecards and a crayon. "That's the first step of the whole writing 
process." 


"Yeah, any idea is a good idea." Luz said as she had a pencil and 
her own set of notecards in hand, giving the little demon a wink. 


"Okay, now let's get to brainstorming up some ideas." | said. 
"| got one." King said before he took one card and wrote on it. 


"There." With that, he then pinned it on the board, the card saying 
"VIOLENCE". 


"Okay, | guess that's a good first idea." | said. "But is that all you 
want to see?" With that, King then wrote on another card and 
became shocked when he showed he wrote "BLOOD" with a smiley 
fave below it. "King, it can't all be just violence, especially with 
bloody content. That's horror genre and it doesn't seem like to me 
people are interested in that." 


"Yeah, | guess you're right." King said. "With what we got here, it 
might bore people to death." 


“Though | think you were on the right track with the violence thing." | 
said as | wrote down one idea | had for this and pinned it on the 
board. "Seeing how people seemed to be interested in this Realm 
Warriors thing, maybe we should go with a story that has action." | 
then came up with another idea. "And unique locations." 


"Hmm..." Luz hummed as she thought for a moment before she 
smiled and started writing on her cards, putting the ideas she came 
up with on the board. "Romance! Magic! Heartbreak with shimmer 
tears! And the main character is, of course-ahhh!-Luzura!" She then 
pinned up a drawing of a witch who resembled her. "A young teen 
witch on a quest to save the world from evil, accompanied by her 
trusted companion Ryudolf the Dragonoid Knight." She then pinned 
a drawing of a knight who actually looked like me next to her Luzura 
picture. | know it's kind of cliché, but what's wrong with cliche?" 


"Not bad, Luz. Not bad." | said to her with a smile before turning to 
King. 


"Nyah! And my main character is the King... err, | mean... the Ruler 
of Demons!" King said before putting up a simply drawn picture of 
himself wearing a crown and wielding a scepter that seemed to be 
burning with flames. 


"Less original than the OCs Luz came up with, but okay." | said, 
deciding to go along with it. "Now that we have our main cast and 
ideas for the plot, we can start putting it together." 


"Yes! With our totally original story, victory will be ours!" King proudly 
said, pumping a paw into the air. 


"Then let's get to writing." Luz said as she then brought in a green 
demon typewriter which mostly looked like a normal typewriter only 
with the demon's face on the back of it. 


"Alright then.” | said as | walked over and sat at the typewriter. "Now 
we got most of the easy part done, all we need now is a title." 


"The Tale of the Ruler of Demons!" King put in. "Quest of 
Unstoppable Conquest!" 


"King, that doesn't really fit with the plot." | told him. "Not to mention 
a mouthful. Besides, it's not all about Ruler. This story follows him, 
Luzura, and Ryudolf. We need a title that follows their journey." 


"How about 'Luzura's Awakening'?" Luz suggested. 


"That can work." | said, liking her idea. "And | think I've got the 
perfect storyline for it. With the land under threat of great evil, the 
young witch Luzura goes on a journey to save the world and bring 
peace back to it." 


"And, on her journey, she meets two great friends who help her save 
the world: the cool and brave Ryudolf the Dragonoid Knight..." Luz 
said, knowing where | was going with this. 


"And the Ruler of Demons, who seeks to be the only major ruler of 
the land himself." | followed up. "And together..." 


"They take on everything the world can throw at them..." 


"And become the greatest heroes to ever live!" We both said at the 
same time. 


"Wow. Do you two always know what each other are thinking?" King 
asked with surprise. 


"Yeah, kinda." | told him. 


"Just one of the reasons why me and him make such a good team." 
Luz added with a smile. 


"Okay, now that we got the title and our plot, let's get to work!" | said 
before we all then got to working on the story. 


In those few hours, Luz and King brainstormed ideas while | typed 
them out. It was all going pretty well. Luzura's Awakening, as cliché 
as it was, proved to be an idea that worked perfectly. Though things 
started to get rough when we're closing in on the final chapter. 


"Struck by the grief of her lost, Luzura's let her tears fall on the 
frozen Dragonoid Knight. At that moment, an aura of light 
surrounded Ryudolf and Luzura becomes overjoyed as he is brought 
back to life'’?" King said as he read the scene where Ryudolf was 
turned to ice before being brought back to life. "Ehhh. It just seems 
kind of unrealistic." 


"Yeah, but it's better than your idea." | told him as | stopped typing 
for a moment. 


"He's actually got a point, King." Luz put in, backing me up. "In your 
version, Ruler just destroys everything. | think a little romantic 
tension could help the scene." 

"Luz, nobody wants a bunch of romance. There's more to life than 
shipping." King said, making me gasp in shock. 

[Ryuji's aside] 


Oh, boy. King's in for it now. No one loves shipping more than Luz. 


"Don't you dare insult shipping in my presence!" Luz snapped, 
pointing at the little demon. 


"Ryuji! Apprentice! Living room!" Mom called out from downstairs. 


“Coming, Mom!" | said to her before | turned to Luz. "Come on, Luz. 
You know she only calls you ‘apprentice’ when she got something 
important for us." 


"Yeah." Luz said as | got up and we both walked out of the room. 
"We'll be right back, King. We'll figure this out later. Okay, writing 
buddy?" 


[No one's view] 


After the two teens leave, King looks over to the typewriter with 
interest. 


"Well, time to show them how to make a good story." King said as he 
then went over to the typewriter. "It's my turn to write." 


[Ryuji] 


Heading to the living room, me and Luz found both my mom and my 
sister dressed in their cowls with Mom looking at the piece of paper 
that was giving off this weird blue glow. 


"Alright, we know where we need to go?" Juniper questioned as she 
walked up, getting a nod from Mom. 


"Hey, Mom. Hey, sis." | said as me and Luz walked over to them. 
"What's up?" 


"Me and Juni are popping out for a few days to an undisclosed place 
to do undisclosed things." Mom told us. "Ryuji, you and Luz are in 
charge. No questions." 


"Great!" Luz replied as the two witches put on their hoods and made 
their way out. 


"Wait, you're leaving? For a few days?" | said, confused by this. 
"Why?" 


"| said 'no questions'!" Mom told me as she closed the door before it 
Opened up again and Juniper poked her head in. 


"Sorry, Mom just really wants to get this done." My twin told me. 


"Hey, | just want to know what exactly you two are doing." | said to 
her. 


"We're going out to find this magic flower that can make people 
forever young." Juniper said, explaining things. "Mom found another 
wrinkle and thinks the curse is getting worse. Honestly, | just think 
she's just getting old and only wants that follow to look good when 
we do that video call with Dad. Ow!" 


"Come on, you! We need to get that flower before my sister does!" | 
heard Mom say as she had my sister by the ear. 


"Alright! Alright! I'm coming!" Juniper said before she turned back to 
us. "Don't do any stupid stuff while we're gone!" With that, Juniper 
then left, closing the door as she went with Mom. 


"Oof! Should know better than talk about Mom's age, sis." | said to 
myself as me and Luz then started our way back upstairs. "Well, at 
least now we can keep working on Luzura's Awakening without 
interruption." 


"Yeah. This is gonna be great!" Luz said with an excited smile as we 
got back to her room. "Hey, King! Juni and Eda just left, so looks like 
it's just gonna be you, me, and Ryuji for a while..." Luz gasped as 
we looked with shock at what become of the room. 


In the minute we were gone, King had covered the idea board with 
pictures of him, screaming people, and scenes of bloody horror and 
put our transcript in the trash, all while the little demon was typing 
away. 


"King!" | called out, getting the demon to stop typing and turn to us. 
"Oh, hey, guys!" King casually greets us. 


"Dude, what are you doing?" | said as me and Luz looked at him in 
disbelief. "Why is Luzura's Awakening in the trash?" 


"Because we don't need it anymore." King told me. "I just took what 
you guys wrote, made some little edits to it, and now this baby's 
humming. Check it out!" With that, he then handed me his own 
transcript which had a drawing of his character Ruler as the cover 
along with a new title. 


" Ruler's Reach ?" | said as | then took a look at what he wrote and 
was shocked by all the changes he made to the original plot. "Little 
edits? King, you completely changed the plot! There's not even a bit 
of what we came up together in it! It's all just scenes of horror, 
murder, chaos, and destruction!" 


"Give me that!" Luz said as she then took the transcript and scanned 
through it before she became just as shocked as | was. "You killed 
off our characters?! Luzura and Ryudolf didn't even get to have their 
first kiss!" 


"| know, right? What a twist!" King said, not bothered by this at all. 


"King, | Know you just want to help and win the competition,” | said 
as | pinched the bridge of my nose for a moment, "but you can't just 
make edits like that without our permission. We're supposed to be a 
team and you just crossed a line with it." 


"Yeah, into greatness." King said to me. "Don't you want us to win?" 


"Yeah, not if you take control of everything." | said as | then took our 
Original transcript out of the trash bin. "Which is why we should go 
back and try to finish Luzura's Awakening ." 


"Yeah. Come on, King." Luz put in, backing me up. "If we just put our 
heads together, I'm sure we could..." 


"Luz, no one wants to read anything that is just full of your stupid 
shipping!" King said, making Luz gasp before she then gained an 
upset expression from what the little demon said hurt her feelings. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Okay, | know he's a demon and all, but what King said was totally 
uncalled for. Me and Luz worked just as hard as he did to write that 
story and he just rewrote the whole thing just because he didn't like 
our ideas. Just because he wants to win, it doesn't mean he has to 
be an asshole about it. 


"King, this is the last straw!" | said as | was angry at King for what he 
said, exchanging Luzura's Awakening for Ruler's Reach . "If you're 
not gonna cooperate, then we won't work with you!" Using a small 
magic circle on the tip of my finger, | then went through King's 
transcript and use a spell to remove any trace of Luzura and Ryudolf 
from it, the letters of each part that mentioned the two OCs Luz 
made disappearing in black mist as | traced my finger over them. 


"Hey, what are you doing?" King said as he stepped away from the 
typewriter. 


"I'm removing Luzura and Ryudolf from your story." | told him. "They 
aren't your OCs, they belong to Luz. I'm also removing Ruler from 
our story since he's your OC. Since we're no longer a team, you've 
lost the right to use any character me and Luz come up with." Once | 
was done, | canceled the magic | put on my finger and tossed King 
his transcript back, his story now void of Luzura and Ryudolf. "Now, 
because I'm a good sport, I'll only give you a little help in filling the 
blanks out." Using my magic, | then brought out the small box | had 
packed in my bag but never thought | would bring out and gave it to 
King. "Here. These are some red-shirt OCs | made, characters that | 


could never be able to fit into my story, especially not for a long time. 
Seeing how your story is, I'm sure they can be of good use to you. 
Come on, Luz. Let's leave the King to his work." 


"Hey, where are you going?" King asked as the two of us walked 
away, me with a look of anger and Luz with a look of despair. 


"To work on our entry for the competition." | said as we walked out of 
the room and stood at the door, me turning to glare at the demon. 
"You think it's so easy being a writer? Let's see how well you do 
without any help from experts!" With that, | then slammed the door 
before turning to head downstairs. 


"Come on, Luz. We got a lot of work to do." | said as | walked away 
from the door with Luz following behind. 


[No one's view] 


After the teens left, King looked at the door with shock before he 
gained a glare as he growled in frustration. 


"Fine! I'll show you! I'm going to write a story and then we'll see 
who's the better writer!" King said before he turned away from the 
door. "Bah! What does Ryuji Know anyway? | can do this all by 
myself." 


"What the hell, man?" Said the typewriter, shocked by what had 
happened. "That kid knows what he's doing. Learn to collaborate." 


"Hush you!" King snapped. "I'll prove to all of you my story is 
superior!" 


After a while of typing and with the use of Ryuji's failed OCs, King 
managed to complete his transcript of Ruler's Reach and soon went 
out to Bonesborough to find someone to read his story. Making his 
way over to a place called Grimgrub's Pub, King barged through the 
doors with his transcript in hand. 


"Hey, you scum!" King yelled out, drawing the attention of everyone 
in the establishment. "Which one of you wants to read my literary 
masterpiece? Anyone brave enough?" In response, the patrons only 
growled in annoyance before they then threw King back outside, the 
little demon landing face-first into a mud puddle. 


As he lifted up his head, the manuscript of his book comes flying out 
and hits him in the back of the head, making his face reconnect with 
the mud. 


"I'll read your ssstory." Said an eerie voice as King picked himself up 
as someone takes his book off his head. 


Who took his manuscript was the reptilian demon that was with Jon 
De Plume at the book fair who had a smile with his teeth sticking out 
of his mouth as he eyed King's book, interest shining in his two blue 
eyes. After wiping off the mud, he then opened the manuscript where 
he opened a third eye on his forehead. With all three eyes glowing, 
he flipped through the pages, not even staying on one with his 
pleased smile still on his face. When he finally finished, his eyes 
stopped glowing and his third eye closed before he turned to King. 


"You wrote this?" The reptile said with surprise. 


"Yep, that's me!" The little demon replied, wiping mud off his face. 
"Only me." 


"Let me get you a fruit punch." He offered, motioning inside the pub. 
"Ooh. | love punching." King said as he accepted the offer. 


Once they were inside, the reptile snapped his fingers and it wasn't 
long until a glass of fruit punch slid on the counter toward King. 


"Allow me to introduce myself." The reptile said to him. "I'm Piniet, as 
in of the Piniet Publissshing Houssse. And your name isss... King?" 


"It's more of a rank than a name." 


"| loved your story, so much better than the submissssionsss we got 
for the competition." 


"Well, | just know what the people want." 


"| can sssee that. You truly have a talent. Listen, | have been the 
publisher for the greatessst writersss the Isles has ever known. | 
believe that your story is one for everyone to read. If you allow me to 
publisssh your book, | can make you asss famousss as Jon De 
Plume." 


Looking over to the side, King saw Jon De Plume as he was getting 
cheered on by fans of his book as he does finger guns. While falling 
backward, two female students rush to act as a chair for him. 


"I've always wanted a people chair!" King then turned back to Piniet. 
"I'm in! This will be my first step in my reclamation of power!" 


"Wonderful." Piniet then pulled a contract out of his jacket and puts it 
on the counter. "Then all you have to do is sssign here." Without 
hesitation, King dunked his paw in the punch and smacked it on the 
signature line, the contract giving off a weird red glow as Piniet picks 
it up, rolls it, and puts it back in his jacket. 


"You're ominous. | like it." 


"Get ready to be famousss, Mr. King." The two of them then shake 
hands. 


Over the next few days, King's book was instantly published with 
multiple copies of it being stocked in bookstores all across 
Bonesborough. From this, it wasn't long until people began reading it 
and became engrossed in it. Ruler's Reach had quickly grown in 
popularity as everyone seemed to love it. It had even managed to 
receive great reviews from book critics like the Reviewnicorn. 


"It's the perfect blend of heart and heartlessness." The Reviewnicorn 
said, speaking his thoughts of Ruler's Reach . "The noblest of writing 
that combines a demon's rise to greatness with gruesome iron fist 
and a tale-telling of great gain and tragic lost." Using a spell circle, 
he then made the words "Tour de Horse" appear beside him before 
he gave off a neigh as he received applause for a wonderful review. 


Seemingly overnight, King had managed to become famous as an 
author as his book practically flew off the shelves. Everywhere he 
went, King was instantly swarmed by fans. He even managed to get 
the admiration of one certain midget who's manuscript he signed. 
Needless to say, King had managed to obtain what he wanted and 
enjoyed every moment of it. 


Elsewhere on the Isles, Eda and Juniper were making their way 
through the forest and made it to a clearing with Juniper consulting 
the map while Eda ripped vines off of a statue that revealed to be a 
minotaur that was giving a thumbs-up. 


"Okay, Juni." Eda said after removing the vines. "What does the map 
say?" 


"From the Minotaur, we head due north." Juniper said before she 
tuck the map into her shirt. "That doesn't sound too far. We should 
get to the Bloom of Eternal Youth before Lilith does." 


"Who's frail now, Emperor dorks?" Her mother laughed with a bit of 
snorting before she stopped at the sound of a branch snapping. 
"Someone's following us!" 


With a snap, Eda then summons a blue sword before she and 
Juniper ducked behind the statue. Looking over to her daughter, she 
nodded her head. Nodding back, Juniper then made a fireball in her 
hand, the two now ready to attack. After a brief second, they both 
sprung out from their hiding places ready to attack who was following 
them. 


"Die, you mother..." Juniper said as they both charged before 
skidding to a halt with shock to see the one that was following them 
was Lilith who yelped upon seeing them while looking worse for 
wear. 


"Lily?" Eda said, surprised to find her older sister. 


"Edalyn? Juniper?" Lilith said, just as Surprised to see her younger 
sister and niece. 


"Oh, crap." Juniper said with a blank tone as she and Eda's weapons 
disappeared, making Lilith sigh in annoyance. 


"And, of course, you would be here just to be a nuisance." Lilith said 
to them. "And you have the audacity to bring one of your own 
children into this mess. Why don't you go home and rest? Wouldn't 
want you breaking a hip." 


"Maybe you should look in the mirror. You don't exactly have that 
perfect image you love so much." Juniper retorted. "By the way, is 
that a wrinkle | see?" Her smug comment earned a frown and growl 
from her aunt while Eda laughed at her daughter's words and happily 
pat her on the back. 


"Sorry, sister. I'm stronger than you think." Eda said before running 
off. "We're here to save the Bloom of Eternal Youth from the likes of 
you." 


"And we're gonna get there before you!" Juniper sang as she ran 
with her mother. 


"Aah! No, you won't!" Lilith said in a panicked tone. 


"Catch us if you can, ya old hag!" Juniper taunted as she and Eda 
kept on running. 


[Ryuji] 


After finally finishing our rewrite of Luzura's Awakening, me and Luz 
then headed down to Bonesborough to try and submit our story and 
hoping we would win the competition. 


"Well, we finally did it." | said as we walked down the sidewalk, 
holding our complete manuscript in hand. "Took us a while, but we 
finally did it." 


"Yeah, things seemed to be easier than when we were working with 
King." Luz said with a nervous look. "Do you think this is the right 
way to go? You know, leaving King out all of this?" 


"Luz, King was the one being unreasonable." | told her. "King needs 
to learn that being a writer is not all about just writing anything you 
want on paper. Though | will admit that | hope he isn't too crushed 
with the results of his efforts." 


"Ryuji! Luz!" Hearing that voice, we stopped as King ran over to us. 


"Oh, hey, King." | flatly said to him before | noticed he was now 
dressed in a brown padded jacket, a green scarf, and a pair of red- 
shade sunglasses. "Why are you dressed like that?" 


"Just looking the part of a famous writer." King said before he raised 
up his shades. "Guess who won the writing competition and became 
a blockbuster writer superstar." 


"Wait, you won?" | said, looking at him in disbelief. 

"Yep! Told ya my story was good!" King said before he then held up 
his scarf. "Do you wanna touch my scarf? A fan crocheted it out of 
their own hair! Smells bad, but..." 


"Seriously? The first book you make and it's a huge hit?" | said, still 
finding a hard time believing all this. 


"Yep! | told you | Know what the people wanted." King proudly said. 
"And | gave it to them. My publisher's even throwing a huge party for 


my book, Ruler's Reach ." 
"You're having an author's party?" 


"Yeah." King then pulled out and held up a red envelope out to me. 
"And |, uh... | want you guys to be there." 


"King, you're getting way over your head." | told him with a glare. 
"May | remind you that your 'book' is only your rewrite of the 
transcript you, me, and Luz wrote together?" 


"Yeah, yeah. Whatever." King said to me, not getting the hint | was 
giving him. "Right now, I'm a famous writer and now | got my own 
minions." 


"King, the only reason these people like you is because they're fans 
of Ruler's Reach ." | told him, getting straight to the point. "They only 
gather around because they think you're a great writer." 


"What? | am a great writer!" 


"No, you're not. You only just started being a writer. You don't know 
the hardships that come with it, especially when you get published. 
Sure, it's good to be famous, but that's only because people love the 
book you got published. Sooner or later, people are going to want 
more pieces like that. What are you going to do when they ask for 
you to a sequel of Ruler's Reach ?" 


"Then I'll do that. I'll write Ru/er's Reach Volume 2!" 


"Yeah, but can you make it just as good as Volume 1?" With that, | 
then tossed Luzura's Awakening into his face where it landed on the 
ground. "Listen to me when | tell you, King. Being a writer is a lot 
harder than it looks and, sooner or later, you're going to see just how 
hard it is." | then took the envelope. "I'm only taking this as a little 
memorabilia, something to look back at when the little demon who 
me and Luz saw as a friend turned out to be the biggest asshole 
we've ever met! Enjoy your party." 


[No one's view] 


With a look of shock, King watched as Ryuji turned around and 
walked away, what the young Frank said had hurt him emotionally. 


"Luz?" King said, his hopes that Luz would be more forgiving 
crushed as the human girl turned away with her arms crossed in 
disappointment before she then walked off and followed Ryuji. 
Disheartened that the teens no longer considered him a friend, 
King's look of disbelief turns into one of anger as he snaps at them. 
"Alright, fine! Be that way! I'll have fun being the best writer in the 
Boiling Isles!" After saying that, King looks down and sees that the 
duo had left without their manuscript which he then picked up. "Hey, 
you forgot your book!" The two ignored him and only kept on 
walking. With this, King then turned and walked away with the 
manuscript in hand. "Whatever." 


[Ryuji] 


After walking far enough away from where King was, Luz spoke up 
with that despaired look on her face. 


"Ryuji," Luz said, placing a hand on my shoulder as | stopped to look 
at her, "let's go to King's party." 


"Seriously? After the way he acted?" | asked her in disbelief. 


"I know, | know." Luz said to me. "I don't want to be around him right 
now, but | don't want to mad at him either. And | Know you don't want 
to either. Please? He's already become a big hit. The least we can 
do is congratulate him for it." 


Thinking about this for a moment, | saw that she was right. While 
King really pissed me off, | didn't want to be angry at the little guy. 
Sure, he annoys me most of the time, but he has shown to be a 
good friend. With a sad sigh, | then opened the envelope and look at 
the invitation inside, a golden paper that said "Meet the Author! 


Tonight only! Bonesborough Library!" with a picture of King in a blue 
sweater in the middle of it. 


[No one's view] 


Later that night, at the library where there was an extensive line 
outside made of all of the young and old followers the little demon 
who beyond excited to meet him in person, King sat at a table while 
waiting for his fans to enter where he would then start giving out 
autographs and answering some questions his fans had. King, unlike 
his followers, was absolutely depressed from what happened 
between him and his two teen housemates. Looking at the 
manuscript Ryuji and Luz had left behind and had placed on the 
table, King sighed as he then picked up the book and decided to 
read to pass the time. 


"Wow, this is some really great work." King sarcastically said as he 
flipped through each page. "This sure is a great book." King then 
stopped when he saw something that caught his interest. "Weh? 
‘Chapter 3: Meeting the Devil Lord'?" From there, he then began to 
read the chapter, specifically about what was said about a character 
called Devil Lord. "Out of all the people to make allies with, one 
would think that the Devil Lord would be the least likely. While his 
title would make him sound intimidating, this proved to be false when 
would actually meet the devil. Despite what many would think, the 
Devil Lord was actually quite small in stature, being no taller than 
two and half feet tall. The Devil Lord proves to be even less 
threatening when he yells out in frustration like a small child throwing 
a tantrum. Truly, the Devil Lord is nothing as many would think'?" It 
didn't take long for King to realize who this character was based 
from. "Okay, that's just mean." King then became skimming through 
the chapter, feeling more insulted with the way Devil Lord was 
described. But soon King stopped when he reached the end of the 
chapter and read the last few lines of it. "Despite his rude behavior, 
his headstrong ego, and his tendency to annoy his companions, 
Luzura and Ryudolf had also come to see there was more to the little 


devil. Devil Lord may not admit it, but he had a caring heart that 
ached out of loneliness. While his title placed definition on him, Devil 
Lord always felt that he was alone." 


“Out of anything, he wanted someone who cared for people like him, 
understood and accepted him for who is. What he wanted more than 
anything was a friend. While trying his best to be proud and strong, 
Devil Lord only wanting to appear as he claimed to be, his pride 
being only a cover for the despair he felt inside. With him coming to 
aid the two and helping them when they need it most, Luzura and 
Ryudolf were able to see the good in Devil Lord. The good of which 
made Devil Lord a hero, a great ally, and a trusted friend, one of 
which Luzura and Ryudolf are happy to fight alongside with'." 


What King had read at the end of that chapter made the little demon 
feel so touched that Luz and Ryuji had made a character like him 
and saw that how Luzura and Ryudolf saw Devil Lord was how Luz 
and Ryuji saw him. Even while they were upset with him, the teens 
still considered King a friend. In realizing this, King now felt terrible 
for the way he acted toward them and knew he had to apologize to 
them when he returned to the Owl House. 


"Are you ready to meet all your adoring fans?" Piniet said as he 
came over and sat beside King at the table, the little demon quickly 
hiding the manuscript he read before his publisher could notice it. 


"Oh, yeah. I'm psyched!" King said, trying his best to appear excited 
right before he looked to see all his fans rushing to meet him. 


[Ryuji] 


After getting to the library, we both watched with surprise as we saw 
a horde of King's fans rush in with security trying to keep the line 
orderly. 


"Wow. King really outdid himself." | said, a little impressed by King's 
new fan base. 


"Yeah." Luz said before she then grabbed me by the hand. "Come 
on, let's go congratulate him." With that, the two of us then went on 
to join the crowd, heading into the library. 


[No one's view] 


Back in the library, with a line of fans in front of him, King did some 
autographs and answered some questions given to him with not 
much vigor as the ones who asked him. He then became surprised 
when he heard one certain question. 


"Your fans are dying to know. When Ruler's Reach 2 comes out?" 


"Uh... That's between me and my publisher." King replied, lifting up 
his shades and playfully nudging Piniet in the arm. "Right, Piniet?" 
This apparently surprised the reptile as he quickly recomposed 
himself. 


"Yessss." Piniet replied before addressing to the crowd. "Ooh, 
pardon me! | need a few momentsss of King'sss time." With that, 
Piniet then walks off, leaving the little demon confused. Deciding to 
see what was going on, King looked back at his fans and threw a 
peace sign which makes them scream in excitement before he then 
took the manuscript of Luzura's Awakening and ran after his 
publisher. 


When they got a safe distance away from the crowd, King lost the 
confident face he had and regained the look of disappointment he 
had earlier as he walked with Piniet. 


"You've certainly come pretty far, King." Piniet said to the little demon 
as they stopped in front of the romance section. "They jussst 
absssolutely love you." 


"Yeah." King said before he then tried to change the subject. "Hey, 
where's Jon De Plume? | wanted to compare sunglasses with him." 


"Oh, he'sss taking a break to finish his latest masterpiece. Fame can 
really box you in, you know?" Piniet suspiciously replied. "Uh, 
ssspeaking of, how's your sssecond book coming along?" 


"Oh, that? | actually finished it." King said as he spoke more 
confidently, pulling out a manuscript titled "Ruler's Reach 2". "Bam! 
Haha! Ruler's Reach 2 ! Now with more swears!" 


"Ahhh! Sssplendid!" Pleased with this, Piniet took the manuscript 
and read through the story. Unlike with the first one, the publisher 
was a bit surprised before he then chuckled a bit. "Oh, you cad! Not 
only are you a great writer, but a practical joker as well." 


"That's true..." King said right before he caught on to what his 
publisher said. "Wait, what?" 


"This is truly awful! It lacks almost everything the first Ru/er's Reach 
has." Piniet then gave King back the manuscript. "It's good for a 
writer to have a sense of humor. Looking forward to the real draft." 
With that, he then walks away, leaving King both stunned and 
confused. 


"Truly awful? But I'm a best-selling writer. How?" King said before 
the realization and he looks to the other manuscript he had and 
gained a look of guilt as he remembered what Ryuji said to him. 
"Ryuji was right. I'm no writer. I'm a faker." 


Looking around, King became surprised as he spotted Luz and 
Ryuji, who both had only recently entered the library, with Ryuji 
generally disinterested in being there due to the mixed feelings he 
was having and Luz trying her best to cheer him up. With this, King 
then dropped both manuscripts and started running over to the two. 
Unknown to him, Piniet had come back and picked up the 
manuscript for Luzura's Awakening before looking over to see King 
running towards the two teens, leering in suspicion. 


[Ryuji] 


After standing there for a while with Luz trying to get me to be more 
supportive towards King, we both turned from hearing his voice. 


"Ryuji! Luz!" King said as he ran over to us. 


"Hey, King." Luz greeted him despite her feeling betrayed. "Sorry 
about earlier. We don't wanna be angry at you. We're happy for your 
success. Even though you were a jerk, you're our friend and we love 
you." She then turned to me. "Right, Ryuji?" 


"Huh? Oh, yeah. Congrats." | said, trying my best to put aside my 
anger. 


"Yeah, thanks, but | got something to tell ya." King said as he took off 
his shades and | saw the guilt in his eyes. "Ryuji, you were right. I'm 
not ready to be a famous writer. The only reason | got my book 
published was because you and Luz helped me. You guys are the 
real writers. I'm sorry for being such a jerk." 


| was actually surprised by this as | saw that King was being sincere 
in his apology. From seeing him show some humility, | chuckled as | 
smiled before | kneeled down to him. 


"It's okay, King. Me and Luz forgive you." | told him as | pat him on 
the head. "You were just being yourself. No one can blame you for 
that." 


"Thanks." King said to me. "And, from now on, I'm leaving the writing 
to you. Being a writer is a lot more work than | thought." 


"Well, I'm glad you learned your lesson." | said before | stood up. 
"Now let's go talk with your publisher and then get back home." 


"Excussse me." Hearing that hiss, the three of us then looked to see 
King's publisher walking over to us. "Pardon my intrusion, but would 
you two happen to be Ryuji and Luz?" 


"Yeah, that's us." | said to the publisher. 


"Sssplendid." He said with a pleased smile. "Are you fans of Ruler's 
Reach ?" 


"Actually, King's a friend of ours." Luz told him. 


"Are you now?" he said, briefly looking at King before turning back to 
me and Luz. "Well, | suppossse that thisss make thisss a wonderful 
meeting.” It was then that he pulled out a manuscript and held it to 
us. "You sssee, | sssaw that King reading thisss. After reading it for 
myself, | sssee that King had made friendsss with sssome wonderful 
writersss like himself." 


"Our story." | said as | then politely took it from him with surprise. 
"You actually like it?" 


"Well, it certainly isss an interesssting piece." He said to me. "You 
two truly have a talent." 


"| know. These two are the best writers | know." King told him. 


"| sssee." The publisher said. "If you two are looking to share your 
book, | can have it published for all to read." 


"You want to publish our story?" | said as me and Luz looked at him 
with surprise. 


"Of courssse. It would be a ssshame to let such talent like yoursss to 
go to wassste." 


"But aren't you King's publisher?" 


"I've been a publisssher to more than one writer before. Besidesss, | 
believe | can make you all huge hits among the Isles." 


"Well, actually we wanted to talk to you about that. You see..." 


"How about we talk about thisss in private?" The publisher then 
placed an arm around me and Luz. "We don't want anyone 
dissscovering any ssspoilersss for the next blockbussster, can we?" 


"Alright. Lead the way, mister..." 


"Please, call me 'Piniet'." He said as he then guide us away from the 
crowd with King following behind. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Okay, l'm starting to get some creepy vibes from this guy. This guy 
was the publisher to that asshole Jon De Plume before King. And the 
fact that he became interested in Luzura's Awakening when he 
seems to favor Ruler's Reach makes him more suspicious. The way 
he talked too was off. Much like the animal he looked like, the guy 
seemed like a real snake. 


[No one's view] 


Back in the forest, Eda, Juniper, and Lilith continued their race 
through the forest. Despite the fact that the three of them had been 
doing this all day, they were all showing no signs of slowing down. 
But as they were doing so, they were all unaware that a shadow was 
following them. 


Juniper yawned as she ran. "This is getting boring. Are we almost 
done yet?" 


"| think so." Eda said as she laughed at what her daughter said. 
"Hey, Lily? Doesn't this remind you of how we used to race to the 
kitchen?" After getting no response, Eda looked back to see her 
sister wasn't behind them before skidding to a halt. "Lily?" 


"Huh, maybe she skipped out." Juniper commented until they both 

heard muffled cries from up above, both of them looking to see that 
Lilith was wrapped up in some sort of silk and being held by a crab- 
like monster. The monster growled as the witch tried to free herself. 


"Lily!" Eda said before she looked over to her daughter. "Juni, help 
me out!" 


"Do | have to?" Juniper asked, clearly not wanting to do it despite 
what was going on. 


"Juni!" 
Juniper only scoffed in response. "Fine." 


Both of them then made their own spell circles and sent a fireball 
that hit the crab monster, making it fly off into the distance and 
dropping Lilith who gave off a muffled yell as she fell into a bush. 


"There. Happy?" Juniper questioned as her mother went over to help 
her aunt up. 


"Alley-Oop!" Eda said after doing so, the silk wrapping her sister up 
undid itself. 


"Ugh! Thank you, Edalyn." Lilith said with a grateful smile. "I wasn't 
certain that you'd save me." 


"Stow it!" Eda told her. "Ugh! We might fight, but you're still my sister. 
And besides, if someone's gonna be putting you down, it's gonna be 
me. Ha!" With exclaiming that last part, she lightly slapped Lilith's 
back, her sister giving a slight chuckle. She exclaimed lightly 
slapping Lilith's back. 


"| appreciate your help too, Juniper." Lilith said as she turned to 
Juniper, only receiving a huff as her niece turned away from her 
gaze, making her sigh. As she turned over, Lilith became surprised 
as she spotted something in the distance. "Oh, is that?" Pressing her 
face to Lilith's, Eda looks through the trees to find, in front of a statue 
of some sort, a majestic, glowing pink flower. 


"The Bloom of Eternal Youth!" Eda confirmed as they all then walked 
towards it. 


"Finally." Juniper said in a dry tone, yawning once more before 
glancing between her mother and aunt. "So... we gonna fight or 
what?" 


"Nah! We don't need to." Eda said before she pushed Lilith into the 
ground. "That baby is good as ours." 


"Why are you always like this?" Lilith said with a growl in annoyance. 


"Because, Lilith, you think I'm just some tired old biddy. Ah, but I'm 
more than that." Eda said as she then used a magic circle to cut the 
flow off its stem and held it up proudly. "And, with the Bloom of 
Eternal Youth's power, I'll show you!" Just then, the flower suddenly 
burst and disappeared in blue flames, much to the Owl Lady's 
surprise. "What the hell?" 


Upon seeing a shadow fall over her followed by a sinister chuckle, 
Eda turned to the statue to see a figure atop it, Lilith and Juniper 
walking up beside her. 


[Ryuji] 


As Piniet was guiding us to a place where we could talk about 
Luzura's Awakening getting published and letting King leave the 
writing business, the small party at the library had ended and 
everyone had headed off somewhere. Where Piniet took us was 
backstage of the building where the Covention was, more 
specifically, he took us backstage of the center theater there where | 
heard cheering going on from the other side of the curtain. 


"Hey, what's that sound?" | said before | went over and took a peak 
to find the stands full of people, becoming more surprised and 
confused to find that they were King's fans when | saw copies of 
Ruler's Reach in the hands of members of the audience. "Um, what's 
going on? What are these people doing here?" 


"They're here to hear the announcement on Ruler’sss Reach 2 ." 
Piniet told me. 


"Uh, Piniet, about Ruler's Reach 2..." King said before Piniet 
stopped him. 


"Come, let's discusssss this in the dresssssing room." With that, we 
then let the publisher guide us into one of the dressing rooms of the 
theatre. 


"Okay, Piniet, | got to come clean." King said with a nervous look. 
"I'm afraid there isn't gonna be a Ruler's Reach 2 ." 


"No need to explain, King. | understand." Piniet said before he then 
gave us an evil grin. "It would be hard to write without your writing 
partnersss." 


"What?" King said right before this purple, translucent appeared, 
trapping the three of us inside. 


"Whoa! What the..." Luz yelped in shock. 


"Don't worry, guys! | got this!" | said as | then reached for my Saisho, 
but became shocked as | looked back from not feeling the grip and 
finding my sword gone. "Wait, where's my..." 


"Looking for thisss?" Piniet said as we looked to see him holding my 
Saisho before placing it on a nearby desk. 


"Piniet, what are you doing?" King spoke up. "Let us go!" 


"Not until you three provide me with Rulers Reach 2 ." Piniet told us. 
"Yes, | Know that you three wrote Ruler's Reach together. When | 
saw that poor excuse of a draft you showed me, King, | thought you 
were simply joking. But | now realize that what you presented was all 
you could do. It turned out that you were only one part of the story, 
something | discovered after reading the minor manuscript of your 
friends here." 


"Minor?" | said, surprised by this. 
"But you said you liked Luzura's Awakening ." Luz added. 


"Are you kidding me? The plot is so unrealistic and full of clichés. No 
one in their right mind would want to read that." Piniet told us. 


"Told ya." King said with his arms crossed. 


"No, | was talking about your true masterpiece: Ruler's Reach ." 
Piniet said to us. "You three created a story that everyone adores. 
We can't stop with just one book. Now, if you want to make the 
deadline tomorrow, | Suggest you get to work unless you want to get 
crushed." By tightening his fist, the box then shrank a little. 


"Seriously? You're pressuring us to write?" | said as King and Luz 
gave him kicked-puppy looks. "This is inhumane! Unethical even!" 


"Oh, don't be ssso melodramatic." Piniet said, still bearing his smirk. 
"Some of the best books were written in crunch time." He tightened 
his fist again, making the box shrink some more startling Luz. 


"Yeah, but not literal crunch time!" | told him. 


"That's a toxic mentality that contributes to burnout and unrealistic 
expectations!" Luz pointed out. 


"Well, I've done it quite a few times and there have been promising 
results." Piniet told us. "Don't bother trying to escape. That cage is 
made to withstand any magic used within it. And the cage will keep 
shrinking until you three are turned crushed into little cubes of flesh." 


"You can't do this!" | told him. 


"Oh, | believe | can." Piniet said before he then pulled out a contract 
that had King's paw print on it, the contract giving off a red glow. 
"King is under contract to give me my bestseller at whatever 
deadline | want." 


"A binding pact." | said as | recognized what it is. 
"Is that bad?" Luz asked me with worry. 


"Really bad. Binding contracts are magic items that make whoever 
signs them do whatever they say." | said as | explained. "Failure to 
do so means they're met with any punishment the owner of the pact 
chooses." | then turned to King. "King, why did you sign it? Didn't you 
read the fine print?" 


"| didn't know!" King told me right before a stack of papers and a pen 
landed in front of us. 


"Make your deadline or you'll never be able to hold a pen again. Just 
like..." Piniet said in a threatening tone as then raised up his hand to 
show us what looked like a little cube-shaped doll but was actually 
Jon De Plume who was now shrunk and crushed into a cube. 


"Help me!" the writer said as he was trapped in his publisher's grasp. 
| gasped at the sight as Luz clung to me in fear. "Jon De Plume!" 
"Noooo!" King screamed. 


"This is what happens to those who don't keep up with demand." 
Piniet said as he then pulled out a briefcase and opened it. Much to 
our horror, it was filled with dozens of people who were turned into 
cubes like Jon, all of them screaming for help as they were stuck in 
cube-shaped slots. 


"Oh, my God!" | said as we watched Piniet place Jon into an empty 
slot, the reptile closing the briefcase, muffling the screams of his 
cubed victims. 


"Now if you excuse, | have an announcement to make." Piniet said 
as he made his way to the door. "Looking forward to what you three 
come up!" After he closed the door, the box shrunk again. 


"There's no way we can write another story like Ruler's Reach ." | 
said, now scared out of my wits. "If only | had my Saisho, | could 
bust us out of here." 


"Guys, I'm so sorry. This is all my fault." King said with a look of 
despair. "All this happened because | couldn't compromise with you. 
Now we're gonna be cubed meat because of it." 


"Hey, you didn't know this was gonna happen, none of us did." | told 
him. 


"Yeah, you just wanted to win the competition and | wanted to write a 
story with my friends." Luz put in. "There's no one to blame." 


"Yeah, and speaking of the competition, why were you so 
determined to win?" | said to the little demon. "Now that | think about 
it, you're never such a jackass when you want something." 


"| know, it's just..." King said as he tried to explain himself. "I just 
wanted to have something like you guys." 


"King, what are you talking about?" 


"Ryuji, you got so much going for you. You got all this magic power 
and that sword. You can basically be a hero whenever you want." 
King said to us. "And you, Luz, you're living your dream. You're 
becoming a witch. Meanwhile, I'm just sitting around the house, 
being the king of nothing. Being a celebrity was the closest thing | 
could ever get to my dream." 


"King..." Luz said, feeling sorry for him. 


"It all went to my head and | hurt you. I'm sorry." Hearing this 
apology, both me and Luz smiled as King owned up to his mistakes. 


"Hey, King." | said as | put a hand on King's shoulder. "We totally get 
it. If it makes you feel any better, one the best things about this 
journey I'm on is getting to make friends like you." 


"Yeah, being with is one of our few favorite parts of this dream." Luz 
added, King happily wagging his tail for a moment before the box 
shrunk again, reminding us of the situation we were in. "Oh, right. 
Maybe we should save this for after we get out of here." 


"| have a plan, but we need to work together this time." | said as | 
gathered the paper and pen. 


"Okay, DK. We're with ya." Luz said. 


"Just tell us what to do." King added before | then went on to tell 
them my plan. 


"I'll show you. Come on!" Luz excitedly said, grabbing me by the arm 
and pulling me to show me what got her all excited with Mom, my 
sis, and King following behind. 


[No one's view] 


Back in the forest, Eda, Juniper, and Lilith were now face-to-face 
with a shadowy figure which turned out to be the very same 
merchant that gave them each a map to the supposed legendary 
flower. 


"| Know you must be confused. The Bloom of Eternal Youth, dead?" 
The merchant said as he crawled down from the statue. "What if | 
told you the Bloom never existed at all? Yes, this was all a trick to 
lead you all into my nest!" The two older women exchanged a look 
while Juniper rolled his eye as they continued listening to the 
mammal demon who tried to scare the three witches and was doing 
a terrible job at it. "Now I'll suck all the life out of you to satisfy my 
unending hunger!" 


"He scammed us. Can you believe he scammed us?" 


"| thought there was a 50/50 chance going in." Eda replied to her 
sister's question. 


"Not really. Everything he was doing was a dead giveaway." Juniper 
chimed in. "I mean, seriously. Who has multiple copies of the same 
map and hands them out to random people to make a profit like 
that?" 


"Yeah, that's true." Eda admitted, patting her daughter on the head. 
"But hard not to admire the tenacity though." 


"Good entrance, but that outfit? Ha!" Lilith said, amused by the 
merchant's failed attempt at intimidation. 


Eda pointed to something else. "Look at his little shoes!" Eda pointed 
out as she started to laugh, Lilith joining in while the merchant 
covered his said shoes. 


"Aw! Look, the big scawy monster is embarrassed!" Juniper said in a 
mocking tone, making both her relatives laugh. 


"Maybe you've never been led into a lethal trap before," The 
merchant said, "but the response should be 'Aa! No! Spare us!" Eda 
and Lilith shared a look while Juniper burst into laughter, slapping 
her right knee. 


"This... this guy thinks he's scary? Oh-ho-ho!" Juniper exclaimed, 
wiping away a tear. "Wow. That's rich." 


"Stop mocking me!" the merchant snapped. 


"Okay, sure." Eda said as she stepped onto the stone, walking up to 
him with Lilith right behind her. "Spare us." 


"Woe to us whose fates are sealed." Lilith sarcastically said as she 
summoned her staff, her sister cracking her knuckles. 


"Tha-that's right, witches and brat." He stuttered as the two older 
witches towered over him. "Cower! Cower?" He gulped nervously as 
to knowing full well what was going to happen. But, before the sisters 


could do anything, Juniper cleared her throat and grabbed their 
attention. 


"| know what we're going to do, but mind if | add in my own personal 
touch?" Juniper said with a sinister smile. 


"You know what? That's fine. Go ahead." Eda said, grabbing Lilith's 
hand to move out of her daughter's way. 


With them out of the way, Juniper's began to glow dark red before it 
then turned into a burning flame. Upon it doing so, her hair then 

transformed into dozens of burning tendrils which quickly started to 
entangle the mammalian demon who then began to scream in fear. 


"Wh-what are you doing?" The demon asked as he was brought to 
the young witch's face. 


"Showing you what a real monster is like." Juniper said with an evil 
grin, causing the merchant to whimper in fear. 


From the sidelines, Eda and her sister watched as Juniper started 
her torture, not bothered by the screams or what sounded like 
sizzling. Only for a moment, Lilith flinched at what she was 
witnessing. 


"| know that she is only trying to teach him what happens to those 
who try to fool others, but will he be alright?" Lilith whispered over to 
her little sister's ear. "It seems like she is trying to kill him." 


"Nah. It's fine." Eda replied, very pleased to see her girl didn't take 
crap from nobody just like her and Axel. "Juni might be rough on 
people, she's not much of a killer. Much like her dad, she knows 
when not to kill someone when she's got other options." 


Back at the Covention hall, Piniet is stacking the cubed authors into 
a tower with some muscular reptile guards, trying to pass the time 


while waiting for the three authors to write the sequel to King's best- 
selling book. 


"Aw, damn." The publisher said after he placed another author on the 
tower and it fell over. 


"Hey, Piniet! We're done!" King called out, grabbing his attention. 
[Ryuji] 


With that, we all then watched as Piniet opened the door and come 
into the dressing room. We were hoping that this plan of mine will 
work as the box had gotten so small that we had to rearrange 
ourselves just SO we were crushed. King was fine as he laid under 
my legs which | had bent in order to fit, but me and Luz were ina 
pretty awkward position as | laid on the floor with her on top of me, 
my waist in between her legs and our faces just inches away from 
each other. Both of us were practically bright red from this, so we 
wanted to get out of this box as soon as possible. 


"Fassster than | expected!" The reptile commented in surprise as me 
and Luz tried our best to smile. 


"That's the miracle of teamwork!" King said, hoping like me and Luz 
that the publisher would buy into it. 


"Yeah. Here's the draft, complete and read for you to check out." | 
told him, holding the manuscript before a hole opened in the top of 
the box. 


Holding the manuscript out through the hole, | let Piniet take it and 
flip through part of it. After a quick moment, he paused a bit and the 
box slightly shrunk again. 


"This is much more gussshy than your lassst book." The reptile said 
as he turned back to us. 


"Skip to the finale! It is quite a payoff." King said, making his 
publisher roll his eyes. 


Piniet then kept reading and me and my friends prepared to move as 
Piniet got to the last page. 


"What isss thisss all about?" Piniet said as he got to the last page 
and flipped the manuscript to reveal the light glyph we put on there, 
making me smile at his confusion. 


"Oh, just something to make things enlightened ." | said to him 
before | then called out. "Luz, now!" 


"Light spell!" Luz cried out as she reached through the hole to touch 
the glyph, the manuscript catching fire as it turns into a blinding ball 
of light that rapidly disappears and obscures the reptile's vision, 
causing him to stumble around. 


"Nice quip there, Ryuji." Luz said to me. 


"Ugh! I just realized | should've said 'enlightening'." King said, 
groaning as he missed his chance at a quip. "Skip to the finale! 
You'll find it enlightening '." 


"King, quick! The contract!" | reminded him as we all looked to see 
the binding pact sticking out of Piniet's pocket. 


"Pretentious scarf, go!" King said, using the scarf as a lasso to pull 
Piniet toward us. 


Once he was close enough, Luz then grabbed the contract and she 
ripped it in half with her teeth. As the binding pact was no more, the 
three of us were then freed from any punishment and the box 
explode, sending Piniet flying across the floor. 


"Geez! That was close." | said as we all separated from each other 
and stood up before | then went over and took my Saisho back. 


"| made you a star and this is how you repay me?" Piniet as he 
pulled himself back up to his feet and unwrapped the scarf from him. 


"No, this is!" King replied back as he opened up his former 
publisher's briefcase, the cubed authors all jumping out to attack 
Piniet who screams as he tries to fight them off. 


With the publisher distracted, Luz picked up King as me and her ran 
past him and made our escape. Before we left the room, two big, 
muscular reptile demons appeared and blocked the doorway. They 
run into the two reptilian guards at the door. While Piniet frees 
himself of the authors. 


"You are making this harder than it needs to be!" Piniet said as he 
freed himself of authors. "And, believe me, | am being very patient!" 
He then stepped on a cubed author, stomping down on them. "But 
let's..." Pulling a pen from his jacket, Piniet then popped the cap off 
and presses a button, causing the nib of the pen to extend into a 
large, two-headed battle axe which he raised above his head. "Cut to 
the finish!" 


| was ready to fight him, but before anything could start, the door 
suddenly burst open and sent the guards flying, making all of us look 
to see who had just barged in. Surprisingly, it turned out to be 
conspiracy prisoner herself. 


"King, | am your biggest fan!" She said as she ran over a guard, 
leaving a trail of dust as she then stands between us and Piniet. 
"And | fought my way back here for you... to read my story?" 


"I'm sorry." King said as his fan held her manuscript out to him. "My 
lawyer advised me not to look at unsolicited work." 


"But... but-eep!" She flinched as Piniet snatched the manuscript out 
of her hands in annoyance. 


"Ugh! If | read thisss, will you go?" Piniet asked as he then pointed 
his weapon over to me and my friends. "Ssso | can annihilate these 


three in peace?" 
"Of course!" She answered. 


Piniet tossed his battle axe aside, adjusted his glasses, and slowly 
read what she had written. | exchanged a look with Luz and King at 
each other, then one of the guards who only shrugs as Piniet 
became interested in the manuscript. After he finished, we all 
watched as he looked like he was about to cry. 


"Oh, it's beautiful!" Piniet said before he kneeled down to the 
conspiracy prisoner, putting his arm around her. "You-you must let 
me publish this! | can make you a star!" 


"Really?" 


"Wait a minute, what about King?" King asked as Piniet got annoyed 
and took King's jacket. 


"You're old newsss." Piniet said as he then draped the jacket and 
sunglasses over the midget. "Sssshe, on the other hand, isss the 
future!" 


"The only future you'll have is in prison!" | said as | put my Saisho 
back on my back before using my magic to bring the cubed Jon De 
Plume over to me and rest in my hand. "I'm taking Jon here to the 
Coven Guards where he'll tell them about your twisted publisher 
methods." 


"Ha! You think anything he says would cause my arrest?" Piniet said 
with a smug smile. 


"Maybe not alone." | said as | watched the other cubed authors run 
over to me where | then used my magic to place them in my jacket's 
pockets and my hood. "I'm pretty sure the guards will believe it when 
they hear it from missing people." 


"Why you little..." Piniet said as he got used his magic to bring back 
his axe, right before | used a wind blast to knock him to the floor 
before he had a chance to attack. 


"Come on, guys. Let's get out of here." | said to my friends as Luz 
then picked King up and we all made our leave. 


[No one's view] 


Back at the forest, the merchant was slammed into the ground, 
beaten to a pulp and with all of his hair burned off, as Juniper stood 
over him with her returned to normal. 


"Well, Juni, good job on wrecking this chump." Eda said, patting her 
daughter's head again. "But | guess the Bloom of Eternal Youth isn't 
real." 


"Well, if it makes any difference, | don't consider you to be a tired old 
bitty." Lilith said, surprising her sister. 


"Really?" 
"If you were, you'd be much easier to catch." 


"Oh, great." Eda asked in annoyance. "You're gonna cart me and 
Juni away to the coven now, are you?" 


"Not now... because | want to give you a chance to join on your 
own." Lilith said with an honest tone before she held out her hand. 
"Join me in the Emperor's Coven, Edalyn. The Emperor could even 
heal your curse, give you a chance to reunite with Axel... We could 
even be a family again." 


"Really? This again?" Juniper spoke up, getting her aunt's attention. 
"Lilith, you know that we don't want anything to do with Belos. Plus, 
what happened here isn't enough for me to ever consider you family. 
Especially when you did nothing to help Mom when she got cursed, 


not like you cared." Hearing this hurt Lilith knowing full well what he 
was talking about. 


"Juniper, there was much going on with my life at the time." Lilith 
said, trying to appease to her niece. "I had only just gotten accepted 
into the Emperor's Coven and | couldn't afford to lose my place." 


"Bull crap!" Juniper snapped, poking a finger at Lilith. "You had a 
choice! There's always a choice and you choose that bastard over 
your family, people that actually cared and loved you!" 


"Juni, back up there..." Eda said as she tried to calm her daughter 
down which didn't work as Juniper snapped her head over to her 
mother. 


"Mom, are you defending her? How can you even still talk to her like 
everything's okay? It's not!" 


"Juniper, please just listen to me..." Lilith was begging for her niece 
to let her explain, but Juniper was too consumed by anger to reason 
with. 


"No! You listen!" Juniper continued, directing her finger back at her 
aunt. "You lost the right to call us family, much like you lost Cam!" 


"Cameron?" Lilith was surprised to hear this. "You saw him?" 


"No, but my bro did." Juniper sourly told her aunt. "And he's doing 
fine without you. Makes me wonder just what horrible things you did 
to drive him away." 


"Don't you dare bring my son into this!" Lilith finally snapped back as 
bringing Cameron up was like drawing the last straw, but Juniper 
didn't back down. 


"Why not? It's not like it's the first time you did something that could 
drive your family away!" As Juniper continued, the sclera of her right 
eye slowly turned black and the iris of said began glowing red, her 


voice becoming demonic and her hair glowing dark red. "You chase 
my parents around, you chase me around, saying that you're trying 
to do is help us! Well, guess what? You're not helping us at all! You 
lost your chance to help anybody in my family when you choose the 
Emperor over your own sister! He treats us like criminals because 
we don't do what he says and all you're doing is just listening to 
every damn piece of crap he says! You really want to help us? Then 
stop chasing us, stop trying to talk us into joining your damn coven, 
and leave us the frickin’ hell ALONE!" With that, Juniper's hair then 
burst into a bright flame, shocking Lilith and Eda. 


"Juni, that's enough!" Eda finally said with a stern look and a firm 
hand on her daughter's shoulder. 


Panting for a bit, Juniper then turned to Lilith and saw her aunt turn 
her gaze to the look of shame, causing the young Clawthorne to 
lower her finger as she then calmed down. Closing her eyes and 
taking a deep breath in, Juniper's hair returned to normal as she 
then opened her eyes as she then looked at Lilith with remorse, her 
right eye returned to normal. 


"If you think for a moment... that | take pleasure in disowning you... 
you're wrong..." Juniper said as she fought back the tears building in 
her eyes. "I would like to be family... but you broke all our hearts." 
With those words said, Juniper started walking off, making Eda sigh 
as she watched her daughter go and looked over to her sister. 


"She's right you know, sis." Eda said, getting Lilith to look at her. "I 
love you, but even | can't forgive you for working for Belos. | get it 
that | once wanted to be with you in the coven, but | don't want to be 
in any coven now. Look, | appreciate what you're trying to offer, but 
I'll heal the curse on my own terms. | don't want to owe Belos 
anything." There was a moment of silence between them before Eda 
spoke up again. "Well, | better get going. Catch you later, sis." 


Lilith smiled back replying. "Not if | catch you first." Lilith replied back 
with a smile. 


Eda returned her own smile and brought out her staff sitting down 

and flew off to catch up to her daughter. "I'll see you around.” Lilith 
only sighed now that she was left alone even though the merchant 
was still there. 


"You're welcome for the chance to bond." The merchant said only for 
Lilith to glare at him and shot him with a fire spell, making the demon 
yell out in pain. 


"I'll show you. Come on!" Luz excitedly said, grabbing me by the arm 
and pulling me to show me what got her all excited with Mom, my 
sis, and King following behind. 


[Ryuji] 


After dropping off the authors at the station so they could get help 
from the Coven Guards, me, Luz, and King then headed on back to 
the Owl House. 


"Man, this had been a long night." | said as we walked into the house 
and | went on to lay on the couch, resting my back on the right arm. 
"At least we're all back, safe and sound." 


"Yeah, and we never have to do it again." King said as he then got 
up on the other side of the couch. 


"That's for sure." Luz said as she then sat down next to me before 
she turned to King. "But | guess this means you won't be a celebrity 
anymore. Sorry, King." 


"Nah, it's okay. I'm over it." King brushed it off. "Besides, it was way 
too much work. Right now..." King then gave out a yawn before 
curling himself up. "I just want to sleep." 


"Yeah." Luz said as she then gave out a yawn, starting to drift off to 
sleep like King. "Sleep sounds like a good idea." 


"Yeah, a nice nap sounds good right about now." | said as | then 
drifted off to sleep with my friends, wanting to relax as much as they 
did after what we went through. After what seemed like a brief 
moment of sleep... 


"Home, sweet home." | heard my sister sigh as | woke and looked to 
see her and Mom standing at the doorway He headed over to the 
loveseat. 


"You and me both." Eda agreed, dropping her staff and cracking her 
back to where it popped. "That was a rough couple days." 


"The last couple of days weren't easy for us either." | said to them. 


"Yeah, I'll say." Luz said as we turned to look at each other. It was 
then we lost our smiles as we saw that she was laying on me while | 
had one arm wrapped around her. 


From this, the two of us then put a bit of distance from each other 
and sat up straight on the couch as we both blushed from 
embarrassment and tried our best to look at anything but each other. 


"S-sorry, Ryuji." Luz nervously said to me. 


"It's fine." | told her, just as nervous as her. "I Know you didn't mean 
too. You're pretty tired." 


"Welcome to the club, bro." Juniper said as she then sat down on the 
loveseat. 


"Yeah, but luckily | know something that can help." Mom said as she 
then scooted Luz over to me to sit down between her apprentice and 
the little demon. "Nothing that a bit of apple blood and a good book 
can't mend." Me, Luz, and King became shocked at what she 
suggested, the mention of books reminding us of what we had 
experienced tonight. 


"Wow, would you look at the time?" Luz said, coming up with an 
excuse for us to head upstairs. 


"It's getting late. We should probably head off to bed." | added as 
me, Luz, and King got off the couch. 


"Yeah, good night!" King said as we then hurried off upstairs. 
[No one's view] 


After the trio left, Eda and Juniper looked at the stairs before they 
exchanged a look with one another and shrug their shoulders, both 
of them confused by what was going on until Eda then noticed a 
copy of Ruler's Reach on the coffee table. 


"What the..." Eda said after she turned the book over to see King's 
author's picture on the back. 


"Girl, you do not want to know." The typewriter said who was sitting 
nearby, knowing of what happened the past few days. 


"Yeah, I'm with the typewriter on this one." Juniper agreed before 
she heard her brother's voice from upstairs. 


"Juni, get up here!" Ryuji called out. "Dad's about to call at any 
minute!" 


"Oh, that's right." Juniper said as she remembered what she and 
Ryuji were planning to do before rushing upstairs. "I'm coming!" 


Watching Juniper run off, Eda couldn't help but smile, glad that her 
daughter was excited to talk to her father. 


[Ryuji] 


Sitting on my bed with my phone in my hand and the video chat app 
on, me and Juniper waited for our dad to call, my sister being 
absolutely ecstatic. 


"Okay, Juni." | said to my sister with a smile. "Let me talk things over 
with Dad and tell him that | found out about the secret him and Mom 
had kept from us and then I'll hand it to you, okay?" 


"Okay." Juniper said just as my phone started ringing. 


"Okay, here we go." | said before | then answered the call, pointing 
the camera at me as Dad appeared on the screen. "Hey, Dad." 


"Hey, Ryuji." Dad greeted me with a smile. "So how are things at the 
Owl House? Are you having fun?" 


"Things have been great here and I've had lots of fun." | said before | 
then remembered about the portal key | got from Bat Queen and 
pulled it out. "Oh, | also got this from a friend of yours." 


"Ah, the Vallake portal. So you met the Bat Queen." Dad said, 
keeping his smile. "Let me guess: you earned it after you went 
through her trials?" 


| was surprised by this. "How'd you know?" 


"I've known Bat Queen for many years. | happen to know her habits." 
Dad then raised a brow at me. "Speaking of which, | suppose that 
this also came with a bit scolding from Eda? You know, from hurting 
Owlbert?" | cringed from when he said that. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Damn it! I thought I could slip by the reason for why I did those trials. 
| hate it when he busts me like that. 


"| thought so." Dad said to me. "Recklessness does seem to run in 
the family. Though | bet Eda's scolding is nothing compared to the 
flaming rage of Juniper Clawthorne, huh?" 


"Oh, yeah. Juni was pissed. I'm just glad she didn't burn me for it." 
Dad chuckled at this as | then earned a playful punch from my sister. 


"Well, I'm glad to see you getting along with everyone. Well, | guess 
we can call this a night. Keep having a great summer." 


"Dad, wait!" Stopping my dad from hanging up and losing my smile, | 
then went on to tell him what | found out. "Actually, there's something 
| need to tell you." 

"What is it, son?" Dad asked me as he gained a look of concern. 


"Well, during my second here in the Boiling Isles, | learned more 
about your relationship between you and... the Owl Lady." 


Dad then regained his smile. "You found out the truth, huh?" 

"That Eda's my mom and Juni is actually my sister? Yeah." 

"| wanted to tell you for so long. | wanted to tell Juni too. But, with 
your mother's curse and all, | wasn't sure if you kids were ready for 
that. Both of us were just trying our best to keep you both safe. | 


can't lie that | didn't feel terrible that | had to lie to my own children 
like that, especially the daughter who grew up without me in her life." 


"| get it, Dad. You and Mom were just protecting us. I'm just glad | got 
to meet Mom." 


"I'm glad you got to meet her too." 


"Well, with all this said, there's someone who would really like to talk 
to you." With that, | then handed my phone to Juniper. 


"Hi... Dad." Juniper said, both happy and nervous as she talked to 
Dad. 


"Hi, sweetie." Dad greeted her. "How's it going?" 


"Doing great." Juniper said. 


"Been keeping out of trouble?" 
"Try to, but trouble always seems to find us." 


Dad chuckled at this. "I bet. Have you been keeping your fire under 
control, Demon Flame?" 


"Yeah, I've been keeping it under wraps." 


"Good. 'Cause if you burn anything down, we're gonna have talk, 
young lady." 


"Dad!" My sister chuckled. 
"Hey, I'm just kidding! Anyway, anything new happened?" 


"Well, me and Mom went on this quest for a few days to find this 
flower that could make her look young again. Turned out to be a 
scam and | beat up the chump who tricked us." 


"| see you got your mother's feistiness. Well, anything else?" 


"Well..." Juniper lost her smile as she spoke again. "I'm gonna be 
attending Hexside soon." 


"Hexside?" Dad was surprised by this. "Wow. | didn't think your 
mother would enroll you." 


"Well, we don't really have much of a choice. Mom made a deal with 
Bump and, as long as me and DK go to school, then..." 


"Then he won't tell anything about us being at the school to the 
Emperor's Coven!" | put in as | quickly covered my sister's mouth 
before she told Dad about Luz, my twin trying to talk while muffled by 
my hand. 


"Well, that's good. | hope you two will have a wonderful time at 
Hexside." 


“Thanks, Dad. Now, you mind? Just got talk to my sis for a bit." 
"Not at all. Go ahead." Dad told me. 


"Thanks." | said to him as I then took my phone, turned off its mic, 
and put it on my bed before | then turned to my sister, losing my 
smile and glaring at her as | removed my hand from her mouth and 
found spit on my palm. "Ew! Juni, did you lick my hand?" 


"Bro, what the hell was that about?" She said to me as | wiped the 
spit off my hand. "You know that the only reason we're going to 
Hexside is so your little girlfriend can go to it too." 


"Juni, | didn't tell Dad Luz was here. He still thinks that she's at 
summer camp." 


"What? Why didn't you tell him?" 


"Because she wasn't supposed to be here. Dad didn't want her to go 
with me because he thought it would be too dangerous for her." 


"What? But she's already got a good handle on things. You know, for 
someone who always gets into trouble." 


"Yeah, but I'm not so sure Dad is gonna be okay with Luz being 
around. If he finds out, he might flip his lid!" Juniper then raised a 
brow at me. "Look, I'll tell him the truth eventually. Just keep this 
between us until then, okay?" 


Juniper thought for a moment before she then gave a sigh of defeat. 
"Alright, I'll keep it to myself until you tell Dad you got Mom to let Luz 
stay here." 

"Thanks, sis. By the way, Luz is not my girlfriend." 


"Whatever." With that, | then grabbed my phone and turned the mic 
back on, both of us smiling as | had the camera facing both of us. 


"Sorry about that. Juni was trying to make a crack about me." | said 
to Dad, making an excuse for the talk. 


"That's quite alright. Your mother was known to make cracks at me 
as much as your Uncle Luke." Dad told us. 


"Yeah, by the way, | heard that you actually went to Saint Epiderm 
before you went to Hexside." 


"Yeah, | don't regret transferring. Especially since Saint Epiderm is 
located at The Knee." 


"The Knee?" 
"It's the coldest place in the entire Isles." Juniper told me. 


"Yeah, | practically had to layer myself up just to make it through the 
walks up there." Dad said to us. 


"Is that the reason why you transferred to Hexside?" | asked. 


"Actually, no." Dad told me. "Even with the cold weather, it was the 
best option | had since it had been the school for many Fire Dragons 
that came before me including my father." 


"Grandpa Jamey went there?" 


"Yeah, and going there is where | thought | could learn more about 
him and follow in his footsteps. Because of that, despite hating the 
cold, | didn't have much of a reason to leave Epiderm. That is until | 
met your mother. Back then, | was stuck in rut with being the same 
old thing over and over again. Sure, | had your aunts and uncles 
there with me to make life at Saint Epiderm more lively, but | couldn't 
really feel much of anything in whatever | was doing after a while. 
Unlike most kids, | had started magic school when | was thirteen, 
part of a new special program where | could start things ahead of 
time." 


"But you started at Hexside when you were sixteen, right? Does this 
mean you studied at Saint Epiderm for three years?" 


"Almost three years, but yeah. It all changed when | met your 
mother. Her sense of humor really brought light into my dull life. She 
taught me how great it was to mix things up, to make the unexpected 
out of the expected. It was because of her that | finally got a reason 
to transfer out Epiderm. The friends | had there who then joined me 
were pretty much happy for this. From there, | would go on to doa 
lot more that would change life for the Boiling Isles." 


"Like starting the Warriors Track!" What I said in response made Dad 
nod. 


"Been wondering about that." Juniper added. "How exactly did you 
manage to get a new track into this whole thing?" 


"Oh, that is quite the story, one of which involves hard work and 
determination." Dad told us. "Would you kids like to hear it?" With 
that, me and my twin nodded our heads. "Okay then..." 


From there, the two of us gave Dad our full attention as he told us 
the story of how he started the Warriors Track and the many steps 
he took in order to make the tenth magic track a reality. 


Well, these past few days turned out crazier than expected. Who 
would have thought that we would end up tangling with a madman 
publisher in the world of literature? At least me, Luz, and King 
managed to escape that nightmare and save anyone else from 
falling prey to Piniet's unruly publishing methods. While | didn't get to 
be much of an author, | do believe | managed to create a meaningful 
friendship with King. Best of all, | finally got to tell Dad that | knew the 
truth about Mom and Juniper was finally able to talk with the dad she 
had been wanting to meet her whole life. Not only that, but we also 
got to learn more about Dad and what he did when he was our age. 
Not sure when | will tell Dad the truth about Luz, | just hope he 
doesn't get too mad about her stay at the Owl House for the 
summer. Anyway, with this stressful day done, there was now 


something else to focus on: school life at Hexside. The next 
semester is just around the corner and me, my sis, and Luz are 
gonna do our best to be ready for it. Hopefully, this will come to help 
us in creating a new chapter in our lives. No pun intended. As to how 
it will turn out? | guess we'll just see and find out. DK out! 


Author's Note: Hey, guys! | hope you all like the new chapter. Yeah, 
| decided to make a few changes to differentiate this chapter from 
the canon episode plot. While | thought the episode was good, there 
were things about it that would leave someone unsatisfied, such as 
how Piniet was left to continue pressuring people into writing books 
whenever he called for it. Though it seems the Owl House residents 
sure had a crazy couple of days, huh? Though it does appear that 
Ryuji had formed a better bond of friendship with King and it seems 
as though the quest had allowed Eda to begin mending the bond 
between her and her sister. And Juniper had now managed to speak 
with the father she had always wanted to meet and Axel was able to 
speak with his daughter. By the way, | would like to dedicate this 
chapter to great actor Jason David Frank. May he rest in peace. In 
the next chapter, Ryuji and Luz learn more about their enrollment 
into Hexside and Eda takes the two and begins to train them to 
prepare them for it. That's all | got for now. Don't forget to leave a 
comment to tell me what you think of it. See you all in the next 
chapter! 


Chapter 12: Adventures in the Elements 


Chapter 12: Adventures in the Elements 


Morning at the Owl House, a few days had passed since the whole 
fiasco with Piniet. Luckily, that no-good snake won't be putting 
anyone under pressure any time soon. By helping the authors he 
had captive, Piniet was exposed as the lunatic publisher he was by 
pressuring people into writing best-selling books just to make a 
profit. Even saw it as the Coven Guards arrested him and put him 
behind bars. No doubt | had made an enemy out of him and he might 
come back for revenge, but | just brushed it off as something | will 
deal with later. Anyway, while those couple of days were rough, there 
were some good things that happened too. In a way, thanks to 
Piniet, | was actually able to form a meaningful friendship with King. 
And the finisher of it was that | finally told Dad that | knew about the 
other half of our family here in the Boiling Isles and gave Juniper the 
chance to talk with him. Me and my twin even got to learn about his 
story of how he started the Warriors Track. With all that said, | now 
had something else to prepare for. The new semester at Hexside 
was coming up, meaning it wouldn't be long until me, Juniper, and 
Luz would be enrolled there. That's what | was talking about with Luz 
after we managed to get a pamphlet title "Hexside Facts and Trivia", 
the two of us sitting on the couch as Luz read from it. King came 
around and sit in my lap where, as the good friend | am, gave him 
some back scratches. 


"Ryuji, listen to this!" Luz said to me with an excited smile on her 
face. 


"Hey, you mind?" Juniper spoke up, lowering the manga she was 
reading from her face. "I'm trying to do some reading here myself." 


"Sorry, Juni." Luz said to my sister. "Now that we'll be a student at 
Hexside, | wanna learn all about it! I've got a new crush and her 
name is Education!" 


"New crush? Her?" Juniper said as she then gained a teasing smile. 
"| didn't Know you were bi." 


"What?" Luz said as she lost her smile before she then realized what 
she said. "Oh! No, I'm not like that! Sure, | don't like girls! | mean, | 
don't like them like that! | just prefer to have girlfriends. Wait, | 
mean..." 


"Juni, stop teasing her." | told my twin with a blank look. 


"What? It's fun seeing her all flustered." My sister told me right 
before Mom came in by kicking the door open. 


"Hey, freeloaders! Guess what day it is?" Mom said to us. 


"Well, judging by the smile you have, it's something you'd get excited 
about." | told her. 


"Is it your birthday?" Luz said, taking a guess. 
"Is it my birthday?" King put in. 

"It's my birthday." Hooty told us. 

"Really?" | asked the house demon. 


"No!" Mom said before she walked in with the portal she had in her 
hand, slamming the door while keeping that smile. "It's Human 
Treasure Day!" Tossing it over, the portal then opened up and 
Owlbert came through as he tossed a bag out in front of the door, the 
bag ripping to reveal it being full of all sorts of things people in the 
human realm had discarded into the trash, Mom jumping on top of 
the trash pile with a smile of content. 


"Oh, yeah. It's trash day." | said, not really feeling as excited as King 
and Juniper as | watched the two run over to the pile. 


“Oooh! Gimme, gimme, gimme!" King excitedly said right before he 
was shoved back by my sister. 


"Back off, King! | got first dibs on the pile!" Juniper said as she 
started digging through the trash, tossing out a coat hanger onto the 
floor before she pulled out one manga | could recognize anywhere. 
"A new manga! Spirit Devourer ?" 


"Oh, you'll love that one." | told my sister, getting her to turn to me as 
King then started searching through the pile. "It's one of the best 
manga ever written.” 


"Yes!" Looking over to King, | saw that he pulled out a teddy bear. 
"Another worthy addition to my army of terror!" 


"| love cuddles and kisses." It said after he pulled the string on its 
back. 


"Truly terrifying." King said before | then looked to Owlbert and saw 
he had a bag in his claws as he hovered at the portal as it then 
closed. 


"Uh, Mom?" | said, pointing over to the palisman. "Looks like Owlbert 
got something else for you." 


"Hmm?" Mom said as Owlbert flew over to her and she took the bag, 
Opening it up and gasping in awe to find what looked like a wine 
bottle in it. "Apple blood!" Spotting the note tied to it, she then read 
what it said and smiled happily from doing so. "Made with love for 
my one true love. Hugs and kisses, Axel’. Oh, Axey." 


"Oh, so that's where you get the free bottles from." Juniper spoke up. 


"Yo, Ryuji, Luz." Mom called out to us. "Your trash pile's getting 
cold." 


"I'm good, Mom." | told her, trying my best to smile. "You can have 
my trash pile." 


"Mine too. I'm more interested in this." Luz said as she went back to 
reading the pamphlet and gasped in surprise. "Whoa! Did you know 


that Hexside was built on the bones of its rival school, one it literally 
conquered?" 


"Whoa! That's hardcore!" | said as she showed us the image ofa 
couple of Hexside students celebrating their victory as a school 
burned up in flames behind them before | then noticed the student 
planting a flag with Hexside colors. "Wait, is that Principal Bump?" 


"Oh, yeah. He led the charge on the rival school when he was your 
age." Mom told us. "I already know all about this. | went there, 
remember?" 


"Oh, right." Luz said as she lowered the pamphlet. "I bet you hada 
good time there." 


"For some of it, yeah." Mom told us. "Most of it was the most 
harrowing period of my life." 


"Well, at least you got to meet Dad." | told her, reminding her of that 
positive. 


"Yeah, that was the big plus of it all." Mom said as she closely held 
the bottle of apple blood Dad sent her. 


"Can you guys imagine it?" Luz said with a content smile. "Us in the 
halls of Hexside, hanging out with Willow, Gizi, and Gus." 


"And don't forget about Xander and Amity." | put in before | then 
stood up in shock from realizing we forgot something about today. 
"Oh, crap! Today's when we're supposed to meet up with those two 
and get the books we lend to them back!" 


"You're right!" Luz said, getting the same look as me as she then 
stood up. "We need to get going!" 


[No one's view] 


"We'll be right back, guys! Just got to go meet a couple of friends!" 
Ryuji said as he then opened the door and Luz ran over to him. 


"Love ya, guys!" Luz said to them. 


"And | love you too..." Hooty didn't even have time to finish what he 
was saying before Ryuji slammed the door. 


"Those two are all over the place." Juniper said, commenting on both 
her brother's and his friend's behavior. 


"Eh! Who needs them?" Eda said, not bothered by both her son and 
her apprentice leaving. 


"Yeah. This bear could be our new Luz." King said while wearing a 
pair of boxer shorts on his head, holding said toy up before pulling its 
string. 


"Being without you is un-bearable." The bear said. 


"You're unbearable!" King said in disgust, throwing the bear to the 
ground. 


"Never a dull moment in this place." Juniper said under her breath, 
rolling her eyes with an amused smile. 


[Ryuji] 


After getting to Bonesborough, me and Luz quickly headed down to 
the marketplace where we agreed to meet with Xander and Amity to 
get our books back. After getting there, we started walking amongst 
the stands as we looked for my Duskerman cousin and his fiancé, 
me hoping that the two liked the volumes of the two series they had 
been missing out on. Me and Luz had certainly made some good 
progress with them. To think that only a few weeks ago, those two 
actually despised us. With how Luz and Amity had been with each 
other, it actually reminded me of how Ruby and Weiss were when 
they started out as partners. 


"Xander? Amity?" | called out as we continued to search for the duo. 
"Where are they?" 


"Oh! There they are!" Luz said, pointing forward with a smile. 


Looking over, | gained a smile as | saw the very two Hexside 
students were looking for. Though the two weren't in their Hexside 
uniforms and were dressed in more casual clothes. Amity was 
wearing a black, short-sleeve dress with her magenta leggings and 
black point shoes with golden crescent moon-shaped buckles along 
with this amulet with this round gemstone the same color as her 
leggings and Xander was dressed up in a purple vest shirt with a 
white dress shirt underneath, a pair of black trousers held up by a 
brown belt with a round belt buckle that had the side image ofa 
wolf's head on it, and black dress shoes. With seeing them, me and 
Luz then ran over to them. 


"Xander! Amity!" | called out as | got their attention before... 


"Luz! Ryuji!" Emira and Edric said as they popped out of nowhere in 
front of us. 


"Aah!" Me and Luz yelled out in surprised from seeing the twins who 
then laughed as we both tripped and fell to the ground from trying to 
stop ourselves. 


"Edric! Emira!" Xander snapped as he and Amity walked over. "Must 
you?" 


"Oh, come on. We were just having a little fun." Emira said to him. 
"Yeah, plus the reactions from these two are priceless." Edric added. 


"Guys, leave them alone." Amity said as she and Xander walked 
past the twins and made their way over to us. 


"Apologies, Ryuji. You as well, Luz." Xander said as he helped me 
back up where | then helped Luz back to her feet. "They insisted on 


accompanying us for some reason. 


"Because we love our baby sister!" Emira said as she glomped 
Amity, squishing her sister's cheeks with one hand. 


"And we also love our future brother-in-law!" Edric added as he 
wrapped an arm around Xander. 


"Would you two stop being so annoying!" Xander angrily said as he 
and Amity pushed the twins off. 


"Sorry again." Amity said as she straightened her hair which got 
messed up by Emira while Xander dusted himself off. "They've been 
extra protective and nice towards me to make up for the library 
incident." 


"And we still apologize every day!" Edric said as he leaned over to 
Amity. 


"Is this because you actually feel bad or are you just trying to avoid 
Cameron wailing on you like he said he would if you ever mess with 
Xander and Amity?" | asked to the older Blight. 


"Oh, come on, DK." Emira said as she came over. "We're just 
showing our sister some sibling love." 


"Anyway," Xander said as he then used his magic to push the twins 
back, "as part of our agreement, we hereby return what you allow us 
to borrow." 


"Yeah, here are your books back." Amity added, taking the two books 
we lend to them out of her bag and presenting them to us, Book Five 
of The Good Witch Azura for Luz and Volume Ten of Black Clover for 
me. 


"Thanks, guys." | said as me and Luz took our respective books. "So 
what did you think of them?" 


"They were... fine." Amity simply said, crossing her arms and turning 
her head to the side. 


"Yes, they were... decent reads." Xander said with an emotionless 
expression and his arms crossed behind his back. 


"So fine that you drew yourself with Malingale, the mysterious 
soothsayer?" Luz asked as she then pulled out a drawing that had 
been left in her book, the drawing being a fan art picture of a certain 
green-haired witch in the arms of the soothsayer, the girl baring a 
blush and having her hair down while dressed in poufy dress and 
having a text bubble above that said "This is forbidden love!" 


Uncrossing her arms and blushing out of embarrassment as she 
back and saw her drawing, Amity then used a spell circle to tear it to 
shreds, me chuckling a bit at this. 


"Really, Amity?" Xander said with a raised eyebrow at the witch who 
turned to look him in the eye. "I know you're a fan of this book series, 
but romanticizing yourself with a fictional character? That seems a 
bit much, don't you think?" 


"This coming from the guy who drew himself with Noelle Silva?" | 
said as | pulled out a drawing of Xander holding said manga 
character in his arms while looking up at him with admiring eyes 
before giving a smug smile to my cousin who had flinched and 
looked at the drawing with both a look and a blush of 
embarrassment. "Decent read, huh?" 


Quickly making a spell circle, Xander then burned the picture to ash 
with blue flames where | couldn't help but laugh at how embarrassed 
my cousin had gotten from something like this. 


"You were saying, Xander?" Amity said as he turned to see her 
giving him a questioning look. 


"Let us just... never speak of this again." Xander said to her, turning 
his gaze away from his fiance. 


"Well, now both of you have a crush on a character." | said, Keeping 
that smile of mine. "Though it does make me wonder if you find 
something familiar with Malingale and Noelle. You know, like 
someone you know?" 


With that, the two then raised brows at me before they turned to 
each other and their blushes deepened as they gained looks of 
shock, the two soon looking away from each other with their arms 
crossed. 


"Hey, cool pin you got there, Xander." Luz said as | then looked and 
noticed the pin on my cousin's vest. 


The pin itself was purple and outlined in silver while shaped like a 
dragon that looked like it was rolling itself up with a bat-like wing 
flapped down. The dragon had two big horns which curved backward 
and the wing had a silver diamond at the center of the flap. The way 
curled itself, the dragon looked like a slightly tilted D. 


"Thank you." Xander said before he cleared his throat, recomposing 
himself and holding his hands out in front of him as he stood up 
straight with that emotionless expression of his. "If you must know, 
this pin is what | wear in order to bear the sacred symbol of my 
family while out of my Hexside uniform. As a Duskerman, | must 
always present myself as one and wear the symbol upon myself." 


"Yeah, speaking of uniform, | didn't expect you or Amity to come out 
here wearing different clothes." | told him. 


"What? Did you think we didn't have anything else to wear?" Said 
Amity who had managed to pull herself together, losing her blush 
and getting that same emotionless expression she had before. 


"No, it's just that it feels a little weird to see you out of your Hexside 
clothes." | said to her. "Though you might have the same reactions 
when we start wearing them." 


"Yeah, but we'll still get along." Luz said with a smile. "Maybe we can 
start an Azura club when we're classmates!" 


"When we're what?" Amity asked with confusion. 

"Ryuji, what is she talking about?" Xander asked, just as confused. 
"We're enrolling at Hexside." | told him with a smile. 

"What?" Xander and Amity said with surprise. 


"Surpriliise!" Luz excitedly sang out before she held out the pamphlet 
we were looking at. "Eda talked with Principal Bump and now us and 
Juni are gonna take classes there this semester! Isn't that great?" 


"Yeah, that's... great." Amity said as she and Xander looked at each 
other with worry. 


"Hey, what's wrong?" | asked with concern. 

"Ryuji, did you and Luz read the entire pamphlet?" 
"No, but what does that have to do with anything?" 
"Ryuji, there is more to the enrollment than you think." 
"What do you mean?" 


"Before any student can participate in any classes at Hexside, they 
are required to take a placement exam." 


"Placement exam?" 


"Yes, it is how the school decides how a student will learn magic." 
Xander then took the pamphlet and refolded it before giving it to me 
where | saw the section that detailed what he was talking about. "In 
the exam, you must display your own skills in magic. Doing so will 
decide at which level of education you begin at." 


"Wait, you mean how we learn magic is based on how much we 
already know about magic?" 


"I'm afraid so." 


"Xander's right." Amity spoke up as Luz then took the pamphlet from 
me. "He and | are in the advanced class and, to get in, you need to 
meet the requirements.” 


“Advance class'." Luz said as she read the requirements list for the 
class. "Mastery of basic runes and... a minimum of two spells'?!" 
Luz said the last part in shock 


"What?!" | said in disbelief as | looked to see that last part was a 
requirement. "You need at least two spells to be in the advanced 
class? Isn't that a bit strict?" 


"It is called the advance class for a reason." Xander said as he 
explained. "All students who are placed in it are expected to be able 
to use complex spells. We have no doubt that you and your sister 
have the requirements to be accepted into the advanced class, 
Ryuji. Luz, on the other hand..." 


"We know that you have that light thing." Amity said, looking at Luz 
with concern. "But, uh... do you have anything else?" 


"Uh..." Luz nervously said before Emira spoke up. 
"Okay, you two. Quit giving her a hard time." 


"Of course, she knows enough spells." Edric added in assumption. 

"She hangs out with the Dragon Kid and his family. She must know 
plenty of spells. Right, Luz?" Luz then gained a nervous look on her 
face as the Blights and Duskerman turned to her. 


Don't do it. | thought to myself, praying for Luz to not let the pressure 
of all this get to her. Don't lie to them, Luz. Lying will only make it 
worse. 


"Pfft! Yeah! Of course | Know more than one spell!" Luz told them. 
"My teacher is the most powerful witch on the Boiling Isles. Like she 
would teach me only one spell." As she gave a nervous chuckle, | 
facepalmed myself with a groan of disappointment as Luz had lied to 
avoid embarrassment. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Now she's done it. Now these guys will be expecting Luz to show off 
all kinds of magic at the exam. For once, can Luz not put herself on 
the spot like that? 


"Hey, just out of curiosity," | said, trying my best to hide my worry, 
"what exactly happens if a student didn't have everything they need 
to get into the advance class?" 


"Well, failure to meet the requirements ultimately leads to a student 
being placed in the beginner's class." Xander told me, hearing this 
easing my worry a bit. 


"Beginner's class?" Luz said as her smile became a little more 
honest and hopeful. "Is that like an underclassmen thing?" 


"No, not really." Xander told us. "The beginner's class is made for the 
younger witches who attend Hexside and only teaches the simple 
and minor basics of magic." 


"Younger? You mean, like little kids?" | asked as my worry came 
back and became worse, Luz's expression telling me she was 
feeling much the same. 


"Yeah, it's the reason why most people call it the 'baby class'." Amity 
said as she took the pamphlet and refolded it to show us the section 
detailing the beginner's class which actually had a picture of a baby 
witch on it. 


From seeing this, Luz gulped as she no doubt got the same 
realization as me that the beginner's class was actually witch 
kindergarten. 


"Ooh! Brain idea!" Edric said as he kneeled down in front of Xander 
and Amity. "Since you guys are getting ready for the exam..." 


"What if we all trained together?" Emira added as she wrapped her 
arms around her younger sister and the Duskerman. "We can show 
you what we know." 


"And maybe you can show us a few of your tricks." Edric said. "What 
do you say, guys?" 


"Oh, that's a good offer." Luz nervously said, trying to come up with 
an excuse to leave. "But, uh... we actually have other plans for 
training. In fact, we're doing it in a place very faraway and we need 
to get over there right now. So... Bye!" Grabbing my wrist, she then 
quickly dragged me away from the direction we came from to get 
here. 


After she dragged me far from the marketplace while speaking out in 
panic, | decided to put a stop to this by getting my wrist free, turning 
her around, and gripping her by the shoulders. 

"Luz, calm down!" | told her. 

"Calm down? Calm down?!" Luz spoke up as she began to panic 
again. "I don't have time to calm down! | need to learn a new spell 
before the exam!" 


"Well, you're not gonna learn anything freaking out like this. Plus, 
you wouldn't have to be freaking out if you didn't lie back there." 


"I'm sorry. | didn't Know what to say, | panicked!" 


"Luz, | know you want to live up to people's expectations, but you 
can't just lie about things, especially about knowing more than one 


spell." 
"| know, | know. Which is why | need Eda to teach me more spells." 


"Luz, you only got your first spell by chance. I'm not sure my mom 
can teach you another spell." 


"Well, she can at least try. | really want to be in the advanced class 
with all of you, but | can't do that if | don't have at least a second 
spell." 


"LUZ..." 
"Please, Ryuji. | really want to pass the exam." 


Seeing the pleading look in her eyes, | then thought about it fora 
moment before | saw I only had one option. Sure, | had my doubts 
Mom could teach her another spell, but | wanted Luz to be in the 
same class as me and our friends just as much as she did. So, with 
a sigh of defeat, | then gave her a smile. 


"Alright. Let's go see if my mom can teach you a new spell." 


“Awesome! Thanks, Ryuji!" Luz said with a grateful smile before we 
then started heading our way back to the Owl House as fast as we 
could. 


[No one's view] 


At the Owl House, Eda and Juniper are in the kitchen, Juniper sitting 
at a chair at the table as her mother appeared to be preparing to 
cook while reading from a book titled Bending Ingredients to Your 
Will which she had held up at the table with one of her hands set 
there like a stand. On the table was a couple of produce like a leek, 
a potato, an onion, and a tomato, a cooking pot, and a couple of 
potion bottles. 


"You know, | actually like the peace and quiet we got going on here." 
Juniper said with a smile. 


"Yeah, me too." Eda said to her daughter. "Makes me wonder when 
this peaceful, domestic moment will be ruined." Just after she said 
that, the slam of a door is heard followed by the voices of her 
apprentice and her son. 


"Eda!" 

"Mom!" 

"Apparently now." Juniper said with a flat expression. 
"I'm in the kitchen, kids!" the Owl Lady called out. 
[Ryuji] 


"Eda-whoa!" Luz said as she rushed into the kitchen, managing to 
trip herself before | caught her before she fell to the floor. "Thanks." 
After giving me a grateful smile, she then rushed over to her teacher. 
"Eda, you need to teach me a new spell!" 


"Sorry, Luz. These vegetables aren't gonna cook themselves." Mom 
said as she then grabbed a potion bottle from beside the pot she 
had. "Not yet anyway." 


"Wait, you're cooking?" | asked, surprised to find my mom doing this. 
"That's a first." 


"You're not the only one who can cook around here, kiddo." Mom 
told me. "Who do you think made sure your sister here was well-fed 
all these years?" 


"Awww!" Luz said as she cooed at this. "Meals made with motherly 
love." 


"Eh, her cooking's okay." Juniper said with a flat tone. "Not as good 
as DK's, but..." 


"Hey, watch it, young lady." Mom told my twin. "Remember who's 
making dinner tonight." 


"Yeah, by making your ingredients cook themselves." Juniper bluntly 
said. 


"Hey, it's still the same." 
"Don't you remember the last time you tried this?" 


"Quit worrying. This time, it'll work." Mom then poured the potion 
onto the vegetables, making them grow arms and legs as they came 
to life. "Alright, everyone into the pot." After motioning to the pot, the 
vegetables all ran away while screaming in fear, my mom gaining a 
disappointed look from seeing this. "Why do | always think that 
would work?" 


"Nice try, Mom." | said while using my magic to take and put away 
the book she was reading before giving her hand back to her. "But 
there are no shortcuts in cooking. By the way, why didn't you tell us 
about the placement exam?" 


"| thought you kids already knew." Mom said as she took her hand 
and put it back on. "You know, considering how glued Luz was to 
that pamphlet." 


"Yeah. No, we didn't." | told her. "We just found out about it from 
Xander and Amity!" 


"Wait, what's this about an exam?" Juniper asked with confusion. 


"Well, dear sister, allow me to explain." | said to her with a calm yet 
angry tone. "Our mother here didn't think to tell us about how we 
needed to do an exam where we show off the magic we have to 
decide how we learn before we even start taking classes!" 


"Yeah, so what?" My sister said, not catching on where | was getting 
at. 


"Our cousin told me that the way we want to learn at Hexside 
requires us to know at least know two spells!" 


"Oh!" Juniper's eyes then widen as she finally realized what | was 
saying. "Oh, that's bad." 


"Yeah, no shit." 

"Oh, calm down. It'll be fine." Mom said, not remembering the 
important fact about her apprentice. "You all Know plenty of spells, 
right?" 

"| don't!" Luz told her. "I can make Light Glyphs..." 

"Aah!" Mom yelled as she, me, and Juniper covered our eyes after 
Luz used a Light Glyph she pulled out, the flash soon fading away to 
allow us to see her look of despair. 


"But, at the end of the day, that's the only spell | know." Luz said 
before she then sank down and laid face down on the floor. 


"Yeah, and whose fault is that?" Mom asked. 
"Yours!" Me and the girls said to her. 


"Mom, you're the one who agreed to teach her about magic, 
remember?" | said to Mom. 


"Hah! Yep!" Mom said with a laugh. "Got me there." 


"Mom, Luz needs to learn another spell!" | snapped at her. "Without 
two spells, she won't pass the exam!" 


"Pleeeease, Eda!" Luz begged as she stood back up. "Just teach me 
a spell, any spell! It can even be the darkest and evilest spell you 
know." 


"Luz, with all that | Know about magic, | hate to tell ya. I'm not sure if 
| can teach you another spell." Mom said to her. "Besides, even if | 


could, I'm much too busy right now." 


“Come on, Eda! You're the most powerful witch on the Boiling Isles!" 
Luz said to her. "How would it look if your apprentice got placed in 
the baby class?" 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Whoa! Didn't think she would do this. My mom prides herself on 
being the strongest there is. Using that pride against her is the 
perfect way to get her to teach magic. Nicely done, Luz. Nicely done. 


"Well played, Luz." Mom said with an impressed smile. "Well, in that 
case, this looks like a job for magic boot camp." 


"Boot camp?" Juniper said with a smile of interest. "I like the sound 
of that!" 


"Did someone say boot camp? | agree to run it." King said as he 
burst through the door with his new teddy bear in hand. "We'll rise at 
dawn! You'll carry me on your back as | yell hateful things about your 
performance!" 


"King, she said we're doing magic boot camp, not demon boot 
camp." Juniper told him. 


"Yeah, like I'm gonna let you ride on my back and be my Master 
Yoda." | added. 


"The twins are right. You'll have no part in this." Mom told the little 
demon. "Ryuji and Luz need to focus and | can't have my son 
laughing or my student going all weird when you do something 
adorable." 


"| am not adorable!" King said, throwing a fit and stomping his foot. 


"Aww!" Luz cooed while | chuckled at King's adorable actions. "He 
stamped his wittle foot!" 


With a yell of frustration, King then stormed out and slammed the 
door which slid back open before he could leave. He then slammed 
the door again and it managed to stay closed. After this, | then 
remembered what my mom said and spoke to her. 


"Wait, Mom, you said that both me and Luz need to focus." | said to 
her, confused by what she said. "I thought this was about helping 
Luz learn a new spell." 


"It is, but this is also about you learning something new too." Mom 
told me. "I want you to be extra ready for the exam. Now, no time to 
waste. You two will have to follow my teaching exactly. To make sure 
you got everything to pass, we gotta go somewhere special." 


"Yes!" Luz said as she grinned. 

"A place where magic just flows." Mom continued. 
"Yes?" | said, gaining a little grin. 

"A place that could turn anyone into a real witch!" 


"Okay, so where exactly is that?" Juniper asked, getting tired of the 
suspense. 


"The one place where anyone goes to hone their skills." Mom said 
before she told us the answer. "The Knee!" 


"Yes!" Luz exclaimed excitedly. "What's The Knee?" 


"Only the coldest place in the entire Isles." | told my friend as | 
explained. "An entire mountain covered in ice and snow made from 
the bent-up leg of the Titan." 


"Yes, and the perfect place for you two to start training." Mom said to 
us. "Before we go, got cold weather gear?" 


"| do." | said with a nod. "I packed some for just such an occasion." 
"| didn't pack any winter clothes." Luz admitted. 


"Don't worry. I'm pretty sure | got some you can borrow." Mom said to 
her before she then walked away. "Now let's get suited up and head 
to The Knee!" 


With that, we all then followed her upstairs with Luz following Mom to 
her room and me and Juniper going to our rooms to put on our 
winter gear. 


After a while, we all managed to get on our winter gear. With me, | 
got myself a pair of black snow boots, a yellow snow jacket, a red 
winter trapper hat, and a pair of red mitten gloves; Juniper decided to 
go with a black jean jacket with a red sweatshirt underneath, and a 
pair of black ripped jeans; Mom decided to go with a red dress she 
said she hadn't worn in a while, a fur coat, a pair of dark red gloves 
and this gray Cossack hat that had three eyes on it; and Luz put 
together her winter gear with trapper hat that had made it look like 
some creature was laying on her head, a fur coat much like my 
mom's, black and slightly fingerless gloves, red leggings, and light 
black snow boots. 


From there, it was just a fly on Owlbert and we were there at The 
Knee, a place so high that your echoes could possibly be heard from 
down below. Just like | thought it was, it was basically a forest-tundra 
which made me glad Mom got us to bundle up before coming up 
there. We were trekking up the mountain with Mom telling us why 
this place made the perfect spot for training, her using her staff to 
help her on the climb up. 


"The earliest witches came to The Knee to develop their magic, 
drawn to its natural power." Mom told us as we stopped at one point 
up the mountain. "Even members of the Noble Three came here to 
sharpen their skills. It's the best place for anyone to learn new skills." 


"Sugoi!" | said in awe as we looked upon snow-covered ruins which 
was actually pretty amazing with how it was set in the winter 
landscape. 


"It's beautiful." Luz said, feeling the same way. 


"Yeah, it is." Mom said before she pointed to the side. "But it's not 
without its dangers." 


Looking over to the forest below, me and Luz yelped in shock as we 
saw this huge creature that kind of looked like a yeti with big purple 
claws as it gnawed on a big log. 


"What is that thing?" Juniper asked. 


"The Slitherbeast." Mom answered. "A nasty little beast that lives up 
here on The Knee.” 


"Nope. Don't worry." Mom told me. "If you don't mess with him, he 
won't mess with you." She then handed Juniper a heavy backpack 
before the two continued on up the mountain. "Now let's get moving." 


"Hey, watch this." Luz said as she squished her face with her hands 
and blew a little raspberry at the Slitherbeast, managing to get a little 
laugh out of me. She stopped when we saw the creature bite through 
the log and turned in our direction. 


"And we're going!" | said as we then rushed off to catch up with my 
mom and sister. 


"Here's where we'll set up shop." Mom said as she stopped, Juniper 
putting the heavy bag she was given down beside the Owl Lady. 


"So we're gonna be staying up here until Luz learns a new spell?" 
Juniper asked. 


"That's the plan, sis." | answered her. 


"And I'm not coming down from this mountain until | do." Luz said as 
she grins. "This is perfect! Gorgeous views, magic in the air, and- 
best of all-we're completely alone!" Seeing a shining pink light 
nearby, | looked behind my friend to see the light coming toward her. 
Recognizing what it is, | acted quick and rushed over to Luz. 


"Luz, look out!" | said as | then tackled Luz out of the way as a pink 
fireball went by and hit a stone behind us. "You okay?" 


"Yeah, I'm fine. Thanks." Luz said with a grateful smile. 


"Sorry, whoever's over there!" Recognizing that voice, me and Luz 
got up and popped our heads out from behind a nearby rock where 
Luz gasped in shock at seeing Amity along with her twin siblings and 
Xander standing over there. 


Much like us, the four were dressed in winter clothes. Amity was 
dressed in a violet trench coat with fur over the shoulders and purple 
cuffs and a magenta turtleneck sweater underneath, a pair of gray 
gloves, a pair of black leggings, dark purple boots with fur on the 
cuffs, and a pair of pink earmuffs. Xander was dressed in a black 
trench coat that had silver fur on the cuffs which had the pin he had 
on it, underneath the coat was a purple sweater. Along with it, he had 
a purple and black scarf around his neck, a gray knit cap, his black 
trousers, and a pair of black boots with gold accents. The brown belt 
around his trench coat had a holster holding his lance Sieghild. The 
Blight Twins, much like before, had matching outfits. Much like Amity, 
they had magenta sweaters underneath their turquoise trench 
jackets with folded cuffs and black fur collars. They also wore gray 
boots, black gloves, and light black pants. Emira appeared to be 
wearing shorts that seemed to be made for cold weather along with 
knee-high boots, along with a Cossack hat and Edric was dressed in 
normal pants and boots which had silver cuffs along with a pair of 
black earmuffs. 


"Just our luck." | said in dismay as we both ducked down to hide 
behind the rock. 


"Hey, everything okay over here?" Mom said as she and Juniper 
walked over. 


"Shh! Quiet and get down!" | said, keeping my voice down. "Xander, 
Amity, and her siblings are over there." 


"Okay, why are you whispering?" Juniper asked at the same volume 
as her and Mom ducked down behind the rock with us. 


"Because | told them | knew a bunch of spells and they don't know 
I'm trying to learn my second spell." Luz quietly admitted with a look 
of despair. "Forget teaching me a spell. Just make me disappear." 


"Well, okay, but | got a sixty-forty record of making you reappear." 
Mom told her. 


"Mom, read the room!" | told her. 


"Oh, she meant... Ah." Mom said as she realized what was going on. 
"Never mind." 


"Maybe if we stay here long enough, they'll go away." | said before a 
new voice spoke up. 


"Look out below!" Looking up at the pillar in front of it, we watched as 
someone jumped down from it and landed in front of us, splashing 
up some snow on us. After recovering from this, | became more 
surprised to find one familiar face dressed in white fur boots and a 
matching fur parka with a hood over him. "What up, cousin?" 


"Cameron?" | said in disbelief. "What are you doing up here?" 
"Helping my little bro train. Oh, speaking of which..." Cameron said 
before he grabbed me and Luz by the coats and held us up as he 
stood up from behind the rock, calling out the foursome. "Hey, guys! 
Look who | found!" 


"Hey, guys." Luz greeted with a nervous smile. 


"Luz! Ryuji!" Edric said as he and Emira waved to us. 
"Uh, DK, who's this?" Juniper asked, pointing a finger at Cameron. 


"Oh, right." | said before | started introductions. "Juni, this is 
Cameron, Xander's big brother. Cam, this is my sister Juniper." 


"Oh, hey! How's it hanging?" Cameron happily greeted her. 


"Uh... nothing much?" Juniper told him, not sure how to talk to our 
cousin. 


"Hey, Aunt Eda!" Cameron greets Mom. 


"Huh. So your Lilith's first kid?" Mom said to him. "Seem to take 
more after her than your dad." 


"Uh, yeah." Cameron said, losing his smile for a moment before he 
regained it. "Hey, Xanny told me you guys were training. Since we're 
all up here for it, how about we all train together?" 


"Oh, that's fine, Cam." | said to him, trying to get us out of the 
awkward situation. "We wouldn't want to bother you guys, so we'll 
just..." 


"Oh, come on! You're not bothering anybody. You're family!" 
Cameron said before he then used a spell circle and those big, 
orange dragon claws he had back when me and Luz first met him at 
the library rose up from his back before grabbing and lifting both my 
mom and my sister up from their coats. "Besides, the more, the 
merrier! Let's go!" 


"Whoa! Cam, wait!" | said right before Cameron jumped over the 
rock and started running over to the four over by the pillar, carrying 
me and my own group over there with him as Luz yelped from the 
experience. 


"Well, Blights, here they are!" Cameron happily said as he then 
dropped us to the ground, the claws on his back disappearing. "The 


better part of your in-law family!" 
“Cameron, really?" Xander said with a nonchalant look on his face. 


"What? We're all family here." Cameron said to him as me, my mom, 
and Juniper picked ourselves up. "Just makes sense we'd do some 
training together." 


"Hey, Xander." | said to Cameron's younger brother as | helped Luz 
get back up on her feet. "So you and Amity are here for training too, 
huh?" 


"Indeed, we are." Xander told me before rubbing his hands together, 
Amity walking over to him with the same expression as her fiancé. 
"As a member of the Duskerman Family, | have to be at my very best 
in magic combat. As The Knee was once such a training ground as it 
places though who hone their skills against the elements, it is the 
only natural choice for such." 


"That and he wanted to hang out with his girlfriend." Cameron 
casually said, earning a glare from his brother. 


"So, Amity," Luz said with a nervous smile, "what are you training 
here for?" 


"To better my skills for the exam." Amity told us before she turned 
her eyes away while holding one arm. "I'm trying to beat Ed and 
Em's highest scores on it." 


"Oh, Mittens," Emira said as she popped up from behind her sister, 
"that's impossible." 


"She still needs to do a training wand to learn new spells." Edric 
snarly added, earning a glare from Amity. 


"Training wand?" | asked, surprised by this. "That's a thing here?" 


"Yeah. Every young witch gets one when they start using magic." 
Cameron told me. "Didn't your old man have you using one?" 


"Uh... no. Not really." | said to him. 


"You're kidding, right?" Juniper said as she had this nervous smile on 
her face while Mom looked at me with shock. "I mean, even Mom 
had me using a training wand when | was little. Sure, she stole it, 
but..." 


"I'm not kidding." | told my sister. "Dad had me and Big Bro doing 
spell circles since we started training doing spells." 


"Well, that explains a lot." Mom said as she put a hand on her head 
in disbelief. "And here | thought your dad was the one to teach you 
kids some prudence." 


"You mean to tell me that you had been training in magic without 
ever needing a training wand?" Xander said while trying his best not 
to look as surprised as he sounded. 


"Yeah, that's right." | told him before | spoke to the Blight Twins. 
"Which | say that, considering how you two are, it won't be hard for 
Amity to beat your scores. At least she's actually doing an effort 
while you two slack off." 


"| agree." Xander put in. "I believe that, by the time we finish our 
training, Mittens will have the skills to have a score higher than 
yours." 


"Speaking of training, why'd you come up here without gloves, 
Xander?" | said as | noticed his ungloved hands which he had been 
rubbing together. "Aren't your hands gonna stick to your lance from 
the cold?" 


"That is what | told him." Amity said to me before she turned to 
Xander. "Honestly, Xander. Why in the world would you ever come to 
a place without any gloves or something to cover your hands?" 


"Because | didn't need to, Mittens." Xander said before he then 
gently placed his hands on her face, catching Amity by surprise as 


she then gained a blush. "Your face is really warm." With her face 
turning bright red, Amity gave out a scream before she then 
smacked Xander's hands away, turning away with her hands on her 
face. 


"Xanny, don't do that!" Amity said as she tried to look angry while her 
face was still flushed. "Your hands are freezing cold!" 


"But my hands are freezing." Xander told her in a nonchalant tone. 
"| don't care!" Amity snapped, closing her eyes shut. 


Hearing a snicker, | turned to Juniper to see her with a mischievous 
smile as she looked at Xander and Amity, no doubt enjoying what 
was happening in front of her. 


"Looks like you went a little too far there, Xanny." Juniper said with a 
teasing tone. "And are you sure it was the cold you can't take or the 
jolt of pleasure from feeling your man's touch on your skin, Mittens?" 


"What?!" Amity asked with shock. 
"Excuse me?" Xander asked with a raised eyebrow. 


"Amity, come on." Juniper said, keeping that smile. "Can't you see 
that Xander is just using this as an excuse to touch you?" My twin 
then turned to our cousin. "Bet you've been wanting to feel how nice 
her skin is, huh?" With a flinch, Xander then gained a blush before 
my sister spoke again, what she said to them causing their blushes 
to become deeper to where it would look like they were giving off 
steam. "I mean, I've had my fair share of this sort of thing. The need 
to feel the smooth, warm, soft skin of the one you got the hots for. 
Especially when you start dreaming about exploring each other 
through every sweet nook and cranny from top to totally frickin’ 
bottom. Oh, and don't get me started with..." 


"Alright, Juni. Stop teasing them." Mom said as she then walked up 
to me. "We came here for training, not making people blush until 


they pass out." 
"Yeah, sis. Knock it off." | told her. 


"What? Can't a girl have some fun?" My sister said to us, smiling 
with a shrug. 


"Hey, leave my little bro alone." Cameron told her. "Especially 
considering I'm going to be your upperclassman." 


"Upperclassman?" | asked, confused by this. 


“Cameron is going to be attending Hexside with all of us this 
semester." Xander said before he glared at his older brother. "After 
not being in school for seven years!" 


"Hey, Bump was still happy to have me back." Cameron casually 
said. "He's even letting me skip the exam." 


"You're enrolling in Hexside too, Cam?" | asked my older cousin. 


"Yeah. A little birdie told me you, your sis, and Luz were signing up 
for it." Cameron told me. "So | decided to get back in to join you guys 
on the fun. Though not as much fun as the kind we'll have while 
training together!" 


"Yeah, about that..." Mom said as she put an arm around me. "Cam, 
keep an eye on Luz and Juni for me. Ryuji, Xander, come with me." 


"What?" Xander said before my mom used her magic to drag him 
over to us before putting her other arm around him and making us 
walk away with her. 


"Don't argue. | need someone to be Ryuji's sparring partner and 
you're the only other person with a weapon like him." Mom told her 
nephew. 


"Wait, you're leaving?" Luz asked as she was surprised by this, 
getting Mom to stop and turn her head back to her. "But what about 


training?" 


"Sorry, kid, but | need to make sure my boy is ready for the exam. | 
will come back to train you after I'm done training him." Mom told her 
before giving her a reassuring smile. "Besides, you've already done 
pretty well for yourself, so you'll be fine without me for a little bit. | 
bet, by the time | get back, you'll be doing spells that can knock 
people's socks off!" 


"Mom, are sure this is such a good idea splitting up?" | asked my 
mom with concern. 


"Oh, calm down, kiddo. Luz is a big girl. She can take care of 
herself." Mom said to me with reassurance. "Besides, you need as 
much training as she does. So quit worrying and let's get going." 


"Alright." | said with a depressed look, knowing there was no arguing 
with her. 


"There's my boy. Now let's go!" Mom said with a smile as me and 
Xander walked with my mom, both me and my cousin with 
begrudged looks from having to split up from the others. 


[No one's view] 


Watching the three leave, Luz then gave a sigh of disappointment 
from seeing her own teacher leave to train her son, even more so 
that she and Ryuji wouldn't be training together. 


"Well, looks like it's just the six of us then." Cameron spoke up. 


"Eh, who needs them?" Juniper put in as she walked over to Luz 
with a basket full of snowballs. "We can have our own little training 
without them." Luz then turned to the young witch as she spoke to 
her. "Luz, how about I teach you how to identify different types of 
snow?" She then pulled out and held a snowball in front of Luz. 
"Here! Eat the snow." 


"Juni, come on!" Luz said, smacking the snowball out of the witch's 
hand. "This is serious!" 


"Is this part of some... special training method?" Emira asked as she 
and Edric were confused by this. "Your teacher just leaving you here 
by yourself while she trains someone else?" 


"Ahem!" Amity cleared her throat, getting her older siblings' attention 
as she then walks away. "I don't think the Owl Lady wants to show 
any of us her powerful spells." 


"Yeah, that's probably the case." Cameron added. "Whatever she's 
gonna show Ryuji must something really dangerous that she can 
only show one student. Probably something that she already showed 
her daughter. Right, Juni?" Looking over to the younger witch, 
Cameron is surprised to find Juniper with her mouth full of snowballs 
before closing her mouth and swallowing the snow. 


"Ooh! Brain freeze!" Juniper groaned out in pain while holding her 
head. "Brain freeze!" 


"Hey, you two go on ahead with your sis." Cameron said as he went 
over and put his hands on the shoulders of the two Owl House 
residents. "I want to stay back here and see what Luz has in store 
for the exam." 


"Okay. See you around, human." Emira said to Luz while Edric made 
a snowball and prepared to lick it. "Good luck with your, uh... 
training." Smacking the snowball out of her brother's hand, Emira 
then dragged a disappointed Edric away as she followed after their 
younger sister. AS soon as the Blights were gone, Cameron then 
spoke to Luz with a smug smile. 


"Tell me. You came up here looking to learn a second spell for the 
exam, huh?" 


"What? No!" Luz said, both surprised and now nervous from the 
Duskerman's question. "I got plenty of spells. What?" 


"You don't have to lie to me. Xanny told me you were a glyph user." 
Cameron told her. "What other reason would you come up to The 
Knee if it wasn't for a new spell?" 


"Please don't tell Amity or the twins!" Luz begged with a look of 
worry. 


"Hey, don't worry. I'm no rat." Cameron told her. "Besides, with how 
Xanny told me how Ed and Em are, they won't do much good for 
your training." 


"Thank you." Luz gave him a grateful smile. 


"Well, if you excuse me, I'm gonna go smell some moss." Juniper 
said, walking off. 


"You know, Luz," Cameron said to the human, "you actually remind 
me of this one little warlock who came up here." 


"Really?" Luz asked with surprise. 


"Yeah, the kid climbed up here for the same reason as you, looking 
for glyphs." Cameron told her. "He spent a whole week up here, but 
only came back with nothing up snow all over him." Luz then looked 
down in disappointment which Cameron notices before going over 
and petting her on the head. "Hey, don't worry. I'm sure you'll have 
better luck than he did. Soon enough, | bet you'll be doing spells like 
that." 


Motioning over to Amity who read from a book for a moment before 
using the wand she had to create a spell circle, the two then watch 
as the young Blight sends a blast of fire which burns and knocks 
down a nearby tree. On the wand, there was a strange band on top 
of the handle, the band showing what looked like a power bar which 
now had lost one green bar. 


"And you won't need a training wand for it." Cameron continued, 
getting Luz to turn back to him. "Trust me. By the end of the day, 


you'll be doing all sorts of crazy spells." 
"Thanks, Cam." Luz said, regaining her spell. 


"Hey, guys! Check me out!" Juniper said as they both turned to see 
her come over, patches of moss stuck up her nose. "You see, the 
trick is that you really stick it up in there." 


"Hey, Juni?" Cameron asked, getting his cousin's attention. "Have 
any idea what your mom is showing your bro?" 


"Hell if | know." Juniper said to him. "My mom usually does stuff like 
this. | barely even get what goes on in her head sometimes." 


From hearing this, Luz then looked in the direction her mentor went 
with Ryuji and Xander, concerned and curious as she wondered 
what the Owl Lady was planning for her son. Unknown to any of 
them, someone is watching them from behind a tree, the figure 
dressed in a white cloak with white accents while looking at Luz with 
yellow eyes full of interest and a small smile. 


[Ryuji] 


After walking for a while, me and Xander were just confused as my 
mom had taken us into a thick forest. We couldn't even see the ruins 
we were at just by turning our heads around back. 


"Okay, | believe we are going farther from where we were before." 
Xander said as Mom kept leading us through the forest. 


"Yeah. Where are you taking us, Mom?" | asked my mom. 
"Someplace which is perfect for you to train." Mom told me before 
we then entered an empty, snow-covered clearing. "Ta-da! What do 
you think?" 


"Uh..." | said, not sure what to say about all this. 


"This is it?" Xander bluntly asked. "You dragged us all the way out 
here to this? You do realize this has similar conditions to our 
previous location, correct?" 


"Oh, trust me. This place is different." Mom said as she walked to the 
center of the clearing before turning around to face us with a smile. 
"Just have to clear away all the snow it picked up." With a stamp of 
her staff, a wave of magic came in and brushed the snow off the 
area, Causing me and my cousin to hold up our arms in front of us as 
the magic swept through. 


After a moment when the wind from my mom's magic finally died 
down, | lowered my arms and looked in awe at what the snow was 
covering: a large circular area covered in this grayish-black, stone- 
like metal that had these weird carvings on it. Due to its color, it was 
hard to make out what the carvings looked like. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Wow. Looks like it's not just Dad that I get my dramatic flair from. 


"What?" Xander said with a look of surprise. "What is this? Another 
ruin?" 


"No, this place couldn't be any ruins like the ones back there." | told 
him as | walked over and kneeled at the edge of the area, placing my 
hand on it. "It looks like someone had covered the ground in smelt." 


"Smelt?" Xander asked, confused by this. "What is smelt?" 


"It's a rare material, made as strong as steel and hard as rock." | told 
him, explaining to him what the smelt was. "My dad told me Fire 
Dragons use this stuff for making special arenas or buildings that 
can withstand anything. It uses a combination of special ores and 
flames of a Fire Dragon's breathe." With that, | then looked to my 
mom. "How did you know this was here?" 


"How else? Your dad showed me this place." Mom told me. "After all, 
he did make it." 


Surprised to hear this, | then stood up. "Dad made this?" 
"Yep. During his time at Epiderm. Needed to in order to practice." 
"Practice? You mean this is..." 


"Yep. Your dad's training arena. Whenever he was out of school, 
your old man would come up here to practice in both combat with his 
team and in any magic he learned. Even after going over to Hexside, 
he'd still come right back here to train." 


"This is awesome!" | said, looking down at the arena in awe before 
deciding to walk onto it. "And to think he was able to train out here in 
the cold." The moment | stepped onto the smelt-covered area, the 
carvings on it began to fill with yellow-orange light, the light flowing in 
through the lines like water as it started from the edge and made its 
way to the center. 


When the light reached the center, | saw that the carvings formed a 
weird symbol that had multiple circles with large circles being rings 
that spread out from the center and smaller ones aligned with lines 
that spiral toward the center. Ending with two circles beside each 
other, the spiraling lines were connected to each other with curving 
arcs which seemed to make the center ring of the symbol. After the 
lines were completely filled with light, | soon felt wnat seemed like a 
burst of wind shoot out up from the arena before starting to feel 
warm, like | wasn't at The Knee anymore. 


"Whoa! When did it get so warm around here?" | said as | then took 
off my weapons sash for a moment to take off my coat and hat 
before putting the sash back on, now feeling comfortable in just my 
pants, boots, and my dragon t-shirt. 


"Warm? What are you talking about?" Xander said as he looked at 
me in confusion. "It's freezing out here." 


"Not over here. Come over here!" | said, motioning for him to come 
over. After giving me a questioning look with his arms crossed, 
Xander then casually stepped into the arena where he then gained a 
look of surprise. 


"You're right." Xander said as he then got rid of some layers to where 
he was not only in his pants, sweater, and boots. "It is warmer here." 


"That's because of the arena." Mom said to us. "You didn't Axel 
actually trained with all that stuff on, did ya? He made this place to 
be warm enough to where he didn't need to layer up. Give yaa 
chance to move around better, you know?" It was then that she 
wiped her brow. "Speaking of which, | better get over to where it's 
good to be layered up like this." As she walked away, | then noticed 
something amiss from looking at the arm she used to wipe the sweat 
she possibly got from the arena heating things up. 


Remembering she had that particular arm over me when she 
brought me and Xander to the arena, | picked up my jacket and-soon 
enough-! found what my mom was missing right on the shoulder. 


"Uh, Mom?" | said, getting the Owl Lady's attention as | then took 
and held up her glove while putting my coat down. "You forgot your 
glove." | then removed her glove to reveal her severed hand inside 
of it. "And your hand." With this, my mom then looked to see the nub 
of her arm. 


"Oh, thanks, kiddo." Mom said as | then used my magic to give her 
hand back. 


"So you said this place heats up for anyone to spare in it." | said as a 
question came to mind, my mom reattaching her hand. "So how 
come it didn't do that until | stepped on here?" 


"That's your dad's handiwork." Mom told me. "When he made the 
arena, he designed it with a Dragon Vein." 


"A Dragon Vein?" | said, surprised by this. "You mean the same 
which allows people like me to change things up in an area?" 


"Yep. And the one your dad made for this only works with the Silent 
Dragon power." 


"And so it only works with people with Silent Dragon power like me." 


"That's actually pretty smart." Xander spoke up. "By having such a 
specific Dragon Vein, it would prevent anyone from misusing the 
area as only those descended from a Silent Dragon along with one 
associated with such a descendant can truly use it. | had always 
heard rumors that Axel had powers of a Silent Dragon which no 
other descendant had been able to obtain, but | never thought that 
those rumors would be true." 


"Oh, they're true alright." Mom told him. "And he's made plenty of 
Dragon Veins like the one in this arena, most of them in the human 
realm." 


"Yeah, though he can't use Dragon Veins as much nowadays since 
he's retired from the hero game." | said to my cousin. 


"Okay, enough talking." Mom said as she then took a seat ona 
nearby rock. "It's time to training for the placement exam." 


"Yeah, speaking of training," | said to her as | remember one 
question | had on my mind since we left the Owl House, "what 
exactly am | training to do anyway?" 


"To fully mastering your sword." Mom told me. "We'll be working on 
getting it to be the last weapon Axel taught you to use." 


"Last weapon?" | asked before | realized what she meant. "You 
mean my Saisho's axe form?" 


"That's right." 


"Wait, you mean to tell me you're training me to change my Saisho 
into an axe? Where is this coming from?" 


"Well, | just want to increase your chances of really acing the exam." 
"Increase my chances?" 


"Yeah. | really think that if you show your skills by using a sword, a 
lance, a bow, and an axe, you can really impress people, especially 
the ones in the Warriors Track." 


"You really think so?" 


"Yeah and this isn't the only reason I'm doing this. Look, since finding 
out your sword can turn into other weapons, you've been making 
new spells, ones that have been more original than the others which 
you got from anime and manga. Being original like that is a good 
thing, especially for the exam. But getting into a school like Hexside 
means more than just learning magic, it's about branching out and 
stepping out of your element. If you want to get anywhere with it, you 
need to start coming up with spells that are really original, spells that 
are unique to you." 


"Spells unique to me..." From hearing her say that, | let those words 
sink in for a moment before she spoke again. 


"Now, with that said, let's try and see if we can get you swinging an 
axe. With Xander here as your sparring partner, it's perfect." 


"| will admit that your mother does have a point." Xander said as he 
walked over to the other side of the arena. "As seeing how our duel 
had allowed you to make your weapon into something that could 
match it, it only makes sense that a spar might be able to help you 
change it into something that can overpower my lance. So..." 
Turning around to face me with a smug smile, Xander then took out 
his Sieghild, the lance extending out as he swung it toward the side. 
"Shall we spar, Ryuji?" Though surprised by this, | then smirked as | 
felt myself getting excited to do a little fight. 


"Yeah, let's do this. I've been itching for a good fight." | said, drawing 
my Saisho out and then changing into Saisho Yari before both me 
and Xander got into fighting stance. "Bring it on, Xander!" 


[No one's view] 


Back at the Owl House, King is sitting outside at the front door with 
both his toy rabbit and the teddy bear in his lap, angrily sulking that 
he had been excluded in helping with Eda's boot camp. 


"This is ludicrous!" King spoke out to himself as he complained. "I 
once led armies! | can lead a dang boot camp. | could start my own, 
but | have no recruits." Looking down at the stuffed animals he had, 
King then brightened up as he then stood up with the two toys in his 
hand. "Or do |?" 


"Yep! It's your faithful pal Hooty, reporting for duty!" Said eagerly the 
house demon, getting his fellow demon to turn to him. "Up at dawn, 
taking orders all day long!" 


"Ugh! No!" King groaned in disgust before running inside the house. 
"You are too desperate." In a brief moment, King rushed back out 
and set out a few toys in a line in front of him, said toys being the 
teddy bear, a stuffed turtle with a white top hat and a monocle, a toy 
elephant, the Beefy Bob action figure, and his toy rabbit. "Roll call! 
New Guy, Aloysius Turtle, Chip, Beefy Bob, and Francois!" After 
seeing this, King picked up Francois and hugged him. "Oh, you're 
perfect already." After a moment, he then became serious as he 
spoke to the rest of the toys. "As for the rest of you, I'm only saying 
this once, so listen up!" King then became disappointed as he 
received no response for the inanimate toys, the teddy bear leaning 
over onto the turtle. "Huh. It's no fun if they don't tremble." Hearing 
some slight giggling, King soon turned around as he noticed the 
veggies Eda had brought to life running over to the cliff before 
throwing the pot Eda was using along with a measuring cup, a pot, 
and a knife over it, the produce cheering to be rid of what they 


feared. Seeing this, King hummed in interest, turning to the toys he 
set up as the vegetables gave him an idea. 


[Ryuji] 


After starting our spar with my mom watching from the sidelines, me 
and Xander began to clash lances before | then began dodging 
thrusts from him. After a moment of this, | rushed to where | got 
behind him, pushing my cousin from the back. As he tried to regain 
his balance, | held my Saisho up with both hands and closed my 
eyes to concentrate on trying to transform my lance into an axe while 
focusing my Plant Magic into it. After a brief moment where my 
cousin had managed to stand up and turned around, | then slammed 
my weapon down onto the ground as | thought | managed to change 
it into the weapon | wanted, but | was then shocked as it was still a 
lance with a green glowing spear. Before | had any time to think, 
vines shot out from the tip and sent me flying right into a tree, a pile 
of snow soon falling on top of me. 


"Oof! That's gotta hurt." | heard my mom wince as | popped my head 
out of the snow to see her look at me in concern. "You okay, kiddo?" 


"Yeah, I'm fine." | said as | pulled myself out of the snow, shivering 
from the cold as | shook off the snow and then walked back into the 
arena. "That didn't work like | thought it would." 


"Yes, that did backfire." Xander said to me with a raised brow. "What 
were you planning to do with that spell?" 


"Well, when | thought it turned into an axe, | was gonna send vines 
out and trap you in them." | told him. "Instead, it stayed a lance and 
launched me away." Shaking my head along with my 
disappointment, | got back my determination and got back into 
stance. "Doesn't matter. Let's try this again." 


"Yes. Knowing you, you will eventually achieve your goal in this 
training session." Xander said as he then got into stance before we 


both went at each other again. 


After a few hours of sparring without any luck in getting my Saisho 
into its axe form, Mom decided for us to take a break. Even though | 
wanted to keep going, she said that | shouldn't work myself too much 
or | wouldn't be able to get anywhere in training. After surrendering 
to that, | turned my Saisho back to normal and me and Xander then 
got the rest of winter gear back on and walked back with my mom to 
where we were before. It wasn't long until we managed to get over a 
ridge where Cameron was, the older Duskerman having made a fire 
and a few rocks around it for other people to sit with him around the 
fire. 


"Oh, hey, guys!" Cameron said with a smile as we walked over and 
sat on the rocks he set up, me walking with dismay that the first 
training session was a failure. "How was training?" 


"It was... fine." Xander simply said. 


"Yeah, if ‘fine’, you mean it was a total frickin’ failure." | said, still 
pretty upset that | didn't get much anywhere in getting my sword to 
become an axe. 


"Come on, it wasn't that bad." Mom told me. 


"Mom, | had tried to change my Saisho into an axe for hours!" | said 
to her. 


"Wait, what's this about an axe?" Cameron asked, confused by this. 


"Well, brother," Xander said as he explained things, "as you know, 
Ryuji's sword is capable of becoming other weapons. The Owl Lady 
has been trying to help him learn how to turn it into an axe so that he 
could utilize a greater variety of spells he has." 


"Yeah, and there was no such luck in doing that." | put in. "Went 
through hours of sparring and all of them ended with me either being 


sent flying into a tree or throwing a lance away." 


"Well, sure. But at least you now know what not to do with a lance." 
Mom said, trying to cheer me up. 


"Not helping.” | told her as | looked down in depression. 


"Hey, cheer up." Mom said as she pulled me over to her with an arm 
over my shoulders. "We still got plenty of time before the exam. 
You'll get that axe. Just have to keep trying." 


"Eda, you're back!" Hearing Luz, we all turned to see Luz running 
over to her mentor, Juniper walking behind her. 


"Ah, my apprentice." Mom said with a smile. "How has your training 
been going?" 


"You mean the stuff I've been doing by myself?" Luz said to her with 
an annoyed look on her face. "Not so good. Haven't learned any 
spells, but Juni taught me to identify the smells of three different 
rocks and sort out twigs from big to small." 


"Hey, at least you learned something." My twin said as she walked 
up beside my human friend before turning to me. "How's your 
training coming along, bro?" 


"Well, Mom's been trying to help me get my Saisho to become an 
axe." | told her. 


"Ooh! How's that working out?’ Luz asked with interest. 


"Not so good. Went through hours and haven't been able to even 
make it anything like an axe." | bluntly told her before | turned to 
Mom. "By the way, why isn't Juni training with us? She's going to 
take the exam too!" 


"Because she doesn't need it. She's got all she needs for the exam." 
Mom told me. 


"Oh, she's fine, but I'm not?" | turned away and crossed my arms. 


"Ryuji, | didn't mean it like that. Juni is just a different case. Unlike 
you, your sister's only been trained using spells." | then turned to 
Mom as she gently put a hand on my shoulder. "I don't know much 
about using weapons like your dad, but I'm doing my best to make 
sure you're ready for anything." 


"Yeah, well | wish you could do the same for Luz." | told her with a 
sour tone. "She needs a second spell and all you've done is ignore 
her just to train me." 


"I'm not trying to ignore her." Uncrossing my arms, | then turned to 
her. 


"Well, it seems like it." 


After saying, we then looked down to the ridge to see Amity training 
with her siblings who were using the snow against her while she 
used her wand to both protect herself and attack. Looking over to 
Xander, | watched as my cousin looked at Amity and gained a small 
smile as she looked up at him before he waved to her, the Blight girl 
gaining the same smile while waving back before Edric used a spell 
circle to make her sink in the snow. From seeing this, me and Luz 
had bit of a laugh before dodging a magic blast from Xander who 
glared at us as a way of saying not to laugh at his fiance. 


"Ryuji, Luz, look." Mom said as she got our attention. "I know my 
lessons seem weird, but this is what true magic is all about, making 
a connection with nature and harnessing the power you've got 
hidden inside you. The earliest witches understood that. You guys 
need to understand it too." Hearing this, | looked down, feeling a bit 
ashamed of what | said as | saw what she said was true. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Geez, now | feel like an asshole of a son for talking back like that to 
Mom. She is right. True magic is all about the unpredictable. She's 
been doing it longer than I have, so she would know what's best for 
me and Luz. 


"Don't you dare insult shipping in my presence!" Luz snapped, 
pointing at the little demon. 


| then looked up as Mom spoke to Luz. "Luz, you wanna learn a new 
spell?" 


"More than anything." Luz said with a determined smile. 


"Good. Then follow me." Mom said as she then walked away with 
Luz, leaving me and the others to look at each other as we 
wondered what my mom was doing. 


[No one's view] 


"You see, Luz," Eda said as she led Luz to a different part of the 
ridge, "as a human witch, you have to learn differently. Instead of 
trying to learn from me, you should learn from the island." 


"From the island?" Luz asked, confused by what she meant. 


"Yes." Eda said as she then had Luz sit on a rock before pointing 
forward. "Look." 


"Whoa!" Luz said in awe from seeing the clear view of the Titan's 
skull far off in the distance with the wind gently blowing through. 


"The island is the one who showed the earliest witches how to use 
magic, that magic happening to be the same which you're using now. 
Seeing how you use those glyphs, | bet it can show you what it 
showed witches from back then, probably even more than | ever 
could. Besides, like | told my boy, every witch needs to have their 
own style in magic." 


"Their own style?" 


"Yeah. We might all learn the same stuff, but we all have our own 
way of using magic, that something that makes us unique. Ryuji and 
Juni learned their styles in magic, now it's time for you to learn yours. 
The island can help people in all kinds of ways, it's just that not many 
can actually see it. Now look and think about what the island is trying 
to tell you." With that, Eda then walked away, leaving her apprentice 
to sit there by herself. Taking a deep breath, Luz then gained a new 
sense of determination. 


"Alright, Luz. Look." Luz said to herself. "Look with everything you've 
got. Focus." From this, she then raised her hands and began to 
speak through them like they were hand puppets 


"Focus? On what?" Luz asked with her right hand. "On how you'll be 
stuck in the baby class and left behind by Ryuji and all your friends?" 


"No! Don't talk like that." Luz gasped with shock. 


"Face it! You'll never get a second spell following Eda's lessons." 
She said with her left hand. 


"Silence hands!" Luz snaps before she turned towards the sound of 
an explosion and saw that Amity had destroyed a pillar, said pillar 
emanating smoke. 


"Amity, dinner time!" Emira called out. 


"| caught a bat!" Edric said as Amity then walked over to a tent, no 
doubt had been set up by her, her family, and the Duskermans. 


"Edric, don't eat that." Amity said as she then put her book and wand 
down in the tent before going to stop her brother. Looking at the 
book and wand, Luz gave this some thought before she made finally 
made her decision. 


"Sorry, Eda. | know what you said, but | gotta keep up with Ryuji and 
my friends." Luz said to herself. "If | wanna be in the same class as 
any of them, I'm gonna need to learn magic like them." 


"Great work, Luz." Luz said to herself with her left hand. 


"Shhh!" Luz shushed. "I don't need your validation." 


Back at the Owl House, King had moved his "boot camp" inside and 
took the potion which Eda had used to bring her cooking ingredients 
to life. 


"Ha! | truly am a demon for all seasons." King said before pouring 
the potion on all the toys except for Francois. "Just a dash of Eda's 
secret sauce and my boot camp is ready to go." From seeing the 
toys moving and standing, King cheered out in pride. "Yes, yes! My 
loyal recruits!" From there, he then crossed his arms and gained a 
serious look in his eye before he then walks around in front of them. 
"Welcome to boot camp! You sure need it. Look at you! Raggedy, 
pathetic, chewed on, you got a button hanging off of your eye. 
Pathetic! But | will mold you worms into... slightly better kinds of 
worms. Your first mission: gimme snacks!" With that, the toys then 
walked off. "Your commander is hungry, so pick it up!" While three of 
the toys went in the same direction, the teddy bear walked off in the 
opposite direction. Seeing this, King then went over and smacked 
the toy in the back, making it stop before it walked off the table. "Hey, 
Private Ding-dong! Snacks are that way." With that, the toy followed 
King's orders and walked off in the direction the demon pointed to, 
rejoining his fellow toys. "You better shape up recruit. You're in my 
boot camp now." Pausing at the end of the table, the bear's eyes 
then gave off a flash of red light before it then went off to join the 
other toys. 


[Ryuji] 


Sitting there by the fire with Juniper, after our mom left with Luz, | 
kept on thinking about what my mom said about true magic. 
Harnessing the power hidden inside me, huh? Well, that's one thing 
I've been wondering practically every day. Just what kind of power 
do | really have? Dad always said that | was special, but how special 
am |? 


"Hey, kids. I'm back." Hearing her voice, me and Juniper then turned 
and watched as Mom walked over, taking a seat on the rock next to 
me between us. "Hey, where're your cousins?" 


"Oh, they went back to the Blights for dinner." My twin told her. "Cam 
said it's been a while since he's been at a ‘family dinner’, so he 
wanted to do it with Amity and her big bro and sis. He took Xander 
with him, but I think Xander only went with him to be with his 
abomination girl." 


"| see." Mom said, taking it in with a smile. 


"So how did your talk with Luz go?" | asked Mom, curious as to what 
she told my friend to do. 


"It went easier than | thought." Mom told me. "I told her what she 
needed to do and left her to do it." 


"Well, are you sure she knew what you were saying to her?" 


"Of course. And | bet that she's not out there, figuring out how to do 
magic her own way." 


[No one's view] 


Unknown to Eda, instead of following her advice, Luz had snuck 
down to the Blights and Duskermans' campsite and took cover 
behind some ruins where she witnessed the Duskerman brothers 
and the Blight sisters trying to get Edric to give them a bat that 
possessed one eye. 


"Come on, Ed. Give up the bat." Cameron said to the Blight brother. 
"We're not gonna eat it, so return it to the wild where it belongs." 


"No! If we're not gonna eat it, | wanna keep it as a pet!" Edric said in 
defiance before running away while holding the bat close to him. 


"Ed, get back here before that thing bites you!" Emira said as she, 
Amity, and the Duskerman brothers ran after him. 


With the five gone, Luz then made her way over to their campsite 
and got to the tent where Amity had left her wand and book which 
she looked at them with a look of guilt. 


[Ryuji] 


"Man, this training trip has been a bust." | said, speaking out in 
despair. "I feel like such a loser now." 


"Hey, you're not a loser." Mom told me. 


"Oh, yeah?" | bluntly told her. "Look at me! I'm the son of the most 
powerful witch on the Boiling Isles and Axel the Dawn who is the 
biggest hero on the Isles and wield a Star-Rank sword that can turn 
into other weapons, but | can't even get it to the only weapon which | 
haven't used yet! Not only that, but | don't have much of original 
spells to even balance out the ones | based from anime and manga! 
Hell, | can't even fly!" 


"Yeah, that does sound like a loser." Juniper said, earning a smack 
to the back of the head from Mom. "Ow!" 


"Ryuji, pull yourself out of this funk." Mom told me. "Okay, so you 
aren't swinging an axe right now, but that doesn't mean you should 
give up trying. You'll get it, | Know it. Besides, this is only Day One of 
magic boot camp. We got plenty of time before the exam and we 
aren't leaving until we finish training both you and Luz. | swear, we'll 
make sure you two have magic that can blow the frickin’ socks off 


everyone on this island." Hearing her determination, | couldn't help 
but smile from feeling so touched by this. 


"Thanks, Mom." | said to her before | then remembered one certain 
human. "Oh, speaking of Luz, don't you think you should check up 
on her to see how she's doing?" 


"Nah! It's totally fine." Mom said, brushing off any concern she had 
with a wave of her hand. "Besides, learning things on her own is just 
what she needs for her training. She probably already figured things 
out already." 


[No one's view] 


Unknown to the Owl Lady, her apprentice had gone back to where 
she was before, holding both the wand and the book belonging to 
Amity while still looking guilty even as she got on her knees. 


"Huh. Amity is really good at drawing." Luz said as she opened the 
book to find a drawing of a chibi-style Amity smiling while standing 
on one foot with a single finger pointed upward, an exclamation word 
bubble that said "Magic Star Beam" next to her and Amity's cursive 
signature behind her. Taking out the picture, Luz then smiled as she 
found a page detailing how to use a magic fireball, causing her to 
squeal excitedly. "Oh, man! Oh, man!" Putting the book down, she 
then stood up and used the wand to create a yellow spell circle 
which closed in on the tip of the wand and turned into a flame, 
causing Luz to smile. "Yes!" Taking a deep breath, she then prepared 
to cast the spell. "Okay, here we go." 


[Ryuji] 


"Are you sure it's such a good idea to leave Luz by herself like that?" 
| asked my mom, concerned about her idea of leaving Luz to figure 
things out alone. "Aren't you worried she might do something crazy?" 


"Oh, don't worry, kiddo. It's fine." Mom told me with a smile, not 
seeming worried at all. "In fact, I'm sure she's got her second spell 


and will back her any minute to..." Before she could say anything 
else, we heard something whoosh through the sky and turned to see 
this glowing yellow light fly high into the air before it exploded. 


[No one's view] 


Elsewhere on The Knee, the chase between Edric and his sisters 
along with the Duskerman brothers came to a stop when they looked 
up and saw the same explosion the Owl Lady and her twin children 
had saw. 


"What the...?" Cameron said as he and the others looked at each 
other with confusion, all of them wondering as much as him about 
what caused that explosion. 


[Ryuji] 


After watching the remnants of the explosion rain down to the forest 
below, we were all shocked at what just happened. 


"What the hell was that?" Juniper spoke up. 


"| have a good idea." | said, knowing where that explosion came 
from. 


"Oh, no." Mom said with a worry before she then ran off in the 
direction where she went with Luz, me and my sister getting off the 
rocks and followed her at the same pace. 


[No one's view] 


Back with Luz, the human girl was lying down on the ground as the 
spell she did had pushed her back and look at the explosion she 
caused in awe before looking at the wand and then gaining a smile. 


"| did magic! | did magic!" Luz said as she jumped back to her feet 
before jumping up and down with joy. "And | did it without drawing 
anything! This thing is the coolest ever!" 


"Luz!" Hearing the familiar voice, Luz stopped jumping as she turned 
to see her mentor glaring at her with Ryuji and Juniper standing with 
their mother with looks of shock. "What the hell are you doing with 
that wand?" 


"I'm learning magic!" Luz said, losing her worry to glare back at Eda. 
"What would you have me do? Just sit around all day, waiting for me 
to make a new spell? Eat snow or lick a rock with Juni? Or doing 
stuff that gets me hurt like Ryuji?" Pausing at this, Eda then gained a 
frown at seeing how frustrated her apprentice was. 


"Okay, so maybe my methods are... unique, but so is your magic." 
The Owl Lady told her. "Everyone's magic is unique and they all 
have a different way of getting help with it. Ryuji got help from Axel 
with both using magic and his sword, Juni got help from me with 
learning how to use her own magic. Connecting to the island is the 
only thing that can help you, that wand can't." 


"Well, it's already helped me." Luz retorted before she turned 
towards the edge. "Just watch what | can do!" 


Luz then tried to use the wand the cast another fireball, making 
another magic circle that enclosed at the tip of the wand. But, 
unknown to her, the power bar meter on the wand had only one bar 
and was beeping as it flashed red. From this, the flame that formed 
instantly became big, causing Luz to stumble around as the spell 
acted as a wait on her. 


"Whoa, whoa!" Luz said as she tried to regain her balance. 

"Luz!" Ryuji said out of worry before he then ran out to his friend. 
"Ryuji, wait!" Eda called out, but her son ignored her and went over 
to Luz, getting behind the human girl and grabbing a hold of her 


hands in an effort to help regain control of the spell. 


After a moment, the two managed to lift the wand up where it then 
fired a large blast of fire, the spell sending the two teens crashing 


into the snow as a huge fireball flew up into the air. 


"Luz! DK!" Juniper yelled out in worry as she and Eda then ran over 
to Ryuji and Luz, her twin picking himself up before then helping his 
friend. "You guys alright?" 


"Yeah, we're fine." Ryuji said, trying to ease his family's worry. 


"Yeah." Luz said before she then looked down and gasped at seeing 
the tip of the wand singed and emanating smoke. 


"See? | told you!" Eda snapped at Luz. "That wand can't help you! 
Training wands have a limited amount of energy and the bad thing 
about it is that, when it's low on it, any spell from it goes out of 
control! You're lucky Ryuji helped you when he did or else that spell 
would've taken you out!" 


"Uh, guys?" Juniper said as she looked up to the sky with a look of 
shock. 


"Honestly, what were you thinking?" Eda ignored her daughter as 
she continued to scold Luz who looked down with shame. 


"Guys..." Juniper tried again, only to get ignored. 
"You could've gotten yourself killed pulling a stunt like that!" 


"Guys, look!" Juniper said as she pointed upward, finally getting 
everyone's attention. 


Upon looking to where she was pointing, the Owl Lady along with 
her apprentice and her son gained looks of shock as they watched 
the fireball that was shot from the wand crashed down towards 
somewhere in the forest nearby, causing an explosion followed by a 
loud roaring screech. 


"Oh, that doesn't sound good." Ryuji said with fear right before they 
watched as a few trees fell down as something was coming towards 


them, Eda quickly getting the three teens behind her as she 
prepared to face whatever was coming. 


Jumping out from the trees and landing in front of the group, the 
teens were all shocked to find a familiar white beast as it growled at 
them in anger, the beast now bared singed patches of skin void of its 
white fur all over its body. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


And this just went from bad to worse. 


[Ryuji] 


"The Slitherbeast!" | said as we saw the creature from before which 
was a lot bigger up close as it growled at us with a mouth full of 
fangs. 


"Great job, Luz!" Juniper bluntly said to the human girl with a glare. 
"You pissed off the most dangerous thing on The Knee!" 


"Maybe it will leave us alone if | give it a heartfelt apology?" Luz 
suggested the Slitherbeast then roared out and caused her to 
scream, no doubt from seeing the smoking wand in her hand and 
figuring it out she was the one who injured it. 


| was just as scared as her for, with its lips pulled back, | found out 
that the Slitherbeast's eyes weren't on its head but its mouth as | 
saw a pair of blue eyes on the beast's upper gums to where they 
were over the tip of its huge purple tongue. 


"What the hell is going on here?" Hearing that familiar voice, we all 
turned and then watch as Cameron flew over to us before turning his 
head to look at the Slitherbeast in shock. "Is that the Slitherbeast?" 


"Yeah, now pull yourself together and help me fight it!" Eda told my 
cousin right before the Slitherbeast charged at them. 


"Guys, move!" Cameron said, summoning his dragon claws to push 
me, Luz, and Juniper away right before the Slitherbeast grabbed 
both him and Eda. 


"Mom! Cam!" Juniper yelled out in worry. 


"Hey, put them down!" | said as | then went over to the beast, taking 
out my Saisho right before the thing spat some black goo that sent 
me to the ground. | tried to get up, but couldn't as this stuff had me 
pinned to the ground. "Hey, I'm stuck!" 


"Ryuji!" Luz gasped as the Slitherbeast then placed Eda and 
Cameron onto the goo | was trapped in before using it to pick all 
three of us up in its claws. 


"Luz!" Hearing that other familiar voice, we all then turned to see 
Amity along with Xander, Emira, and Edric run over to the girls. 


"What is going on?" Xander asked. 
"What did we miss?" Edric added. 


"And what are you doing with my wand?" Amity put in as she saw 
her training wand in Luz's hand. 


"Um..." Luz nervously said before Juniper spoke up. 

"I'll tell you what." Using a spell circle, she then brought Amity's book 
and wand and gave them back to her before bluntly explaining what 
happened. "Luz here took your stuff just so she could skip her 
training and do magic like we could." Amity gasped in shock as she 
held her belongings. 

"Luz!" Amity said with a look of disbelief. 


"Amity, | can explain. |..." Luz said to the witch. 


"Mittens, we've got bigger problems." Emira said as they all looked to 
see the Slitherbeast get closer, flashing its teeth with a growl as it 
held me, Mom, and Cameron while we were trapped in its goo. 


"The Slitherbeast!" Xander said with shock. 


"Aw! He's so cute." Emira said as she and Edric stepped up. "Can 
we keep him?" 


"It's no bat, but we could try." Edric told her. 


"Hello!" | called out, getting the attention of everyone except the 
beast holding me, my mom, and Xander's brother. "Warlocks and 
witch in trouble here!" 


"Don't worry, we got ya." Edric said before he and his twin each used 
a spell circle to send and wrap light blue ropes of magic around the 
beast's arms before yanking it to the ground. 


"Nice job, guys!" Cameron said as the Slitherbeast tried to struggle 
out of the ropes. "You got him!" 


"Yeah, now finish it!" Eda urged them. 

"And hurry!" | added, urging just as much. 

"I'm on it!" Amity said as she joined her twin siblings, raising her 
wand and creating a spell circle only for the circle to disappear, 
shocking her. "What?" It was then that she then looked at her wand 


and no doubt found out it was out of juice as she then turned to glare 
at Luz. "Did you use the battery up?" 


"l-1 didn't know." Luz stuttered nervously. 


“Come on, Luz!" Emira grunted as she and her twin tried to keep the 
Slitherbeast from getting up. 


"Yeah! Do those powerful spells you were talking about!" Edric put in, 
trying his best to help his sister in keeping the creature pinned to the 


ground. 
"But I..." Luz said before Juniper spoke up. 


"Oh, for Titan's sake!" The young witch snapped. "She doesn't have 
any powerful spells!" 


"What?" The Blight Twins said as they and Amity turned to look at 
Luz in shock, failing to see the Slitherbeast was preparing to spit. 


"Mittens, look out!" Xander called out as he saw what the creature 
was doing, Amity only being able to turn around to gasp as the beast 
Spat goo in her direction. 


Before it hit her, Xander quickly brought out his wings and flew over 
to her, managing to push her out of the way as he was then knocked 
to the ground by the goo. 


"Xander!" Emira and Edric both said right before they were both lifted 
up by the Slitherbeast and slammed right into Xander. 


With the witch and warlocks passed out and its ropes disappearing, 
the Slitherbeast then placed me, Mom, and Cameron on top of 
Xander and the Blight Twins, making it to where all six of us were 
now trapped in a ball of goo. 


"Edric! Emira! Xanny!" Amity cried out as the Slitherbeast picked up 
the goo ball before it then ran off with us. 


[No one's view] 


"No!" With that, Juniper and Luz then joined Amity as they all tried to 
run after the Slitherbeast, but the creature was too fast and 
disappeared into the forest in an instant, leaving the three to watch in 
horror as it ran away with its six captives. 


Back at the Owl House, King is sitting on the couch with Francois 
and a small pile of junk food beside him as the animated toys did as 
he said and added more to the pile. 


"Yep, keep 'em coming." King said as he then took a bag of chips 
brought over by the toy turtle. "And don't forget the pretzels this 
time." After the turtle leaves, King opens the bag as he turns to his 
toy rabbit. "Running a boot camp is tough work, but as my second- 
in-command, you deserve this." Upon stopping to see King dump the 
whole bag of chips on top of Francois, the teddy bear slowly reach 
out in an attempt to take one before King saw this and walked over 
him with a glare. "Hey, hey! Private New Guy! You're not privy to 
snacking privileges! Back away!" After King turns away, the teddy 
bear's eyes then flashed red again, only they remained that way, 
giving him a menacing stare which he kept on King even as his body 
turned and he walked away. "Leading this boot camp has tuckered a 
little guy out, so Sergeant King signing off." Laying down on the 
couch and putting on nightcaps on both himself and Francois, King 
tries to go to sleep, but is soon interrupted as a shadow appeared 
over him. "Hey!" Looking over, he sees the teddy bear standing over 
him with a menacing red glow in his eyes. "New Guy, mind taking 
those weird red eyes somewhere else? Trying to sleep here." With 
more shadows looming over him, King then opened his eyes to find 
the other toys he brought to life looking down at him, all possessing 
the same menacing glow of red eyes as the bear which begins to 
scare King. "Uh, what's going on?" It was then that Beefy Bob pulled 
on the teddy bear's strong. 


"Don't you want a hug?" The toy bear asked in a menacing tone. 


"Aah!" King screamed, holding his toy rabbit close. 


Back at The Knee, the trio were still standing there, looking in the 
direction of where the Slitherbeast had gone with the Duskerman 
brothers along with both Amity's family and Juniper's family. 


"Come on! We got to go after them!" Amity said to her fellow teens. 


"Yeah! Let's go!" Luz said before Amity stopped her. 


"No, Luz." Amity said, giving her a glare. "Me and Ryuji's sister are 
going. You're staying here." 


"What?" Luz said, shocked by this. "But that thing's got Ryuji and 
Eda." 


"Yeah, along with Xander, his brother, and my brother and sister!" 
Amity snapped at her, walking over with a pointed finger and making 
Luz walk back to a nearby rock. "And all of them would be standing 
here with us if it wasn't for you! You want to help? Then stay put!" 
From this, Amity then used her finger to create a spell circle, a magic 
circle forming around where Luz was standing before it rose up to 
form a tall, magic pink fence around the human girl. 


"What? No!" Luz said as she tried to reach beyond the fence only to 
get a zap that makes her pull her hand back before she then gave a 
pleading look to Juniper. "Juni, get me out of here!" 


"No, Luz. Best to stay where you are, where it's safe." Juniper told 
her. "You don't have any spells that work against that thing. You'll 
only get hurt and DK will never let me hear the end of it if something 
happens to you." 


"Juni..." Luz said with a sad look of disbelief. 


"Sorry, but this is for your own good." Juniper said before she then 
turned to Amity. "Come on, let's go." With that, the two witches then 
ran off in the direction of the creature, leaving Luz all alone behind 
the fence. 


"Stupid island!" Luz said as she then angrily kicked a rock before she 
cringed in pain. After recovering from her actions, she then looked 
over to where she saw the Titan's skull and growled. "You were 
supposed to teach me magic!" After that outburst, she then sulked 
and sat down on the rock. Saddened by how her day was going, Luz 
wanted to stare at the snow until... 


"Having a little trouble?" Hearing the voice, Luz then lifted her head 
and turned to see a girl about her age dressed in a white cloak 
smiling at her. 


"Oh, hello." Luz said, surprised to see her. 
"Hello to you too." The girl said to her. "Your name's Luz, right?" 
"Yeah. How did you know?" 


"Oh, | just happened to be around and saw you and your friends 
come up here." The girl as she then created a light green spell circle 
with a bigger circle appearing behind her before a short pillar of 
stone rose up behind her. "Saw everything that happened. Name's 
Corry by the way and I see you got yourself in quite the pickle." 


"Yeah. | really messed up." Looking back at Corry as she sat down, 
she saw her cloak open up to reveal her wearing only wearing a pair 
of white boots with green fur on the cuffs, a black pencil mini skirt, a 
green tan tank top that fit tight around her breasts, and a pair of 
white gloves with gold cuffs. Luz was surprised by how much the 
witch had exposed herself to the cold environment. "Hey, isn't it a bit 
cold for you?" 


"Nah, it's fine. Cold never bothered me anyway." Corry told the 
human with assurance. "Anyway, luckily for you, | came here to 
help." 


"Really? That's great!" Standing up from the rock, Luz smiled happily 
to find someone offering her some help. "If you can just take this 
fence down, then..." 


"Whoa, whoa, whoa!" Luz then lost her smile as she looked back at 
Corry. "Sorry, but you need to get yourself out of this fence.” 


"What? But | thought you said you would help me." 


"| did say that, but | didn't mean I'd make things easier for you. What 
good would that do?" 


"Uh, saving the lives of my friends?" 

"Yeah, but you can do that yourself, can't you?" 
"Not while I'm stuck in here." 

"Then get out of there." 


"Well, | wish | could climb out, but this thing shocks me every time | 
touch it." 


"Then don't touch it." 

"Ugh!" Luz groaned out in frustration. "You said you're going to help 
me, but you're not helping me at all! You're just as helpful as this 
island!" 

"Whoa! Hey! He's not gonna help you if you talk about him like that?" 


"Him?" Luz became confused from what Corry said. "Who?" 


"The Titan." Corry told her. "You know, the Isles. The island we're on. 
He can hear you. Not many people know it, but just because the 
Titan hasn't been moving or talking, it doesn't mean he's dead or 
doesn't know what goes on around here." 


"Well, if he knows so much, then does he know how much | need a 
new spell? Because that's the whole reason | came up here!" 


Corry lost her smile as she gave Luz a serious look. "Is that why you 
took your friend's training wand? To learn how to do a new spell?" 


"First of all, | was just borrowing it. Second, yeah. It actually helped 
more than anything.” 


"Really? Even after it backfired and angered the Slitherbeast?" 


“That was an accident! | didn't know that would happen!" 


"Yeah, but your teacher did, which is why she told you that you didn't 
need that thing! All it is just a shortcut which is something no which 
can take in magic!" 


"Well, it wasn't like | had much of a choice! | needed to know at least 
two spells so | can be in the advanced class!" 


Corry then raised an eyebrow at the human girl. "Well, don't you 
know two spells?" 


"No! That's the problem! | don't know any other spells! And no matter 
how hard | ask, nobody seems to want to help me!" A moment after 
that outburst, Luz then sat back down on the rock with a sigh as she 
felt her anger turn into depression. "But | guess that's just how it is. 
No matter how much | try, all | can do is this." Pulling out her 
notebook and a pencil from her pocket, Luz then drew a Light Glyph 
before tapping it, making the page she used to turn into a little orb of 
light which she then holds over her palm. Upon seeing this, Corry 
smiled, regaining her friendly expression. 


"Ooh! A Light Glyph!" Hearing Corry say this, Luz becomes 
surprised. "Nice." 


"Wait, you know what this is?" Luz asked as she turned to the witch. 


"Of course, | know all about glyphs. I've been doing them since | was 
little. Here, I'll show you." Using a spell circle, Corry then takes the 
notepad and pencil from Luz, safely bringing them over to her before 
she then draws her own Light Glyph and uses it to create an orb like 
Luz's and lets it float in her palm. "See?" 


"Wow!" Luz gained a smile of surprise from seeing this. "I thought 
there weren't any witches who used Glyph Magic." 


"That's what everybody thinks. It might be an old practice, but there 
are some of us who think it's important enough to keep around. At 


least now | know you're actually somebody the Titan wants to have 
this." 


"What? What are you talking about?" Luz was confused once again. 


"Luz, you didn't think that you just found this glyph out of nowhere, 
did you?" 


"Well, yeah. | found it in my teacher's spell circle." 


"A spell circle? That's the first I've ever heard of someone finding a 
Light Glyph there." 


"Yeah, well, the only reason | found it was because | record it and 
the video glitched." 


"You sure it was a glitch?" 
"I'm pretty sure. It happened after | broke my phone." 
"Yeah, but did anyone else see the glyph you found?" From this, Luz 


then thought back to the moment when she found the Light Glyph 
and gasped in realization 


[Flashback] 


"The spell circles is really..." The Eda in the recording said before 
the phone all of the sudden started glitching and, with the video 
freezing with Eda holding the spell circle, the Light Glyph appeared 
within it. 

"There's a symbol in the circle!" Luz said with a gasp in awe. 

"Wait, what?" Ryuji said as he then went over to the video, only 
seeing the video frozen with his mother and her spell circle. "Luz, 
there isn't a symbol in that circle." 


[End of flashback] 


"No. | was the only that could see it." Luz said, still surprised by the 
realization. 


"That's because the glyph was being shown to you." Corry told Luz. 
"What happened wasn't a glitch. That was the Titan showing the 
glyph so you could use it." 


"But why me?" 


"Because he knows that you're someone who deserves to know how 
to use magic like this." Corry then began to explain. "That's just how 
he does things. When the first witches came here, the Titan gave 
them Glyph Magic as a way of helping them survive. Sure, they were 
able to figure out how to do magic without glyphs, but the Titan still 
shows anyone how to do this kind of magic. Those who learn it are 
those the Titan trust to use it." 


"So you're saying the Titan showed me this glyph because he trusts 
me?" 


"Of course. Knowing the Light Glyph is the first step of learning 
Glyph Magic and the Titan's way of showing anyone who earned it. 
Around here, magic is everything and the Titan makes sure anyone 
who deserves it is never without it." 


"Wow. | had no idea." 


"Barely anyone does." Corry lost her smile as she then holds her orb 
in both hands and looks sadly into it. "Most people are usually too 
focused on themselves to even listen to the Titan. It's part of the 
reason you don't see many people use Glyph Magic." 


"Well, I'm willing to listen to him." Gaining a smile, Luz got up from 
the rock and walked over to where she stood in front of Corry who 
then turned to her. "That is, if he's willing to teach me." 


Seeing this level of honesty, Corry then returned the smile. "Of 
course he is. The Titan is willing to give help to those in need." 


"Well, can he help me out of this magic barrier?" 
"Doesn't need to." 
Luz then lost her smile. "What?" 


"Luz, you already got the answer in your hands." After hearing this, 
Luz then turned to the orb of light floating in her hand. 


"The Light Glyph?" Holding it in both hands in front of her, Luz then 
turned back to Corry. "How exactly does a ball of light help me?" 


"Because the Light Glyph is more than just something to help see in 
the dark. The reason it's the first step is that it helps you see that 
you're never without magic here on this island. You just need to 
know where to find it." 


After hearing her say this, Luz then watches Corry then lifted her 
hand up before lowering them to her sides as her orb flew off into the 
sky where clouds were parting to reveal it was full of stars. With 
snow beginning to fall, Luz then looked at the orb in her own hands 
for a moment before she looked back at Corry. Upon seeing the 
witch keeping her smile, Luz then looked back at her orb before she 
followed Corry's actions and watched her orb fly off into the sky. 
Once both orbs were out of sight, Luz watched as the stars began to 
twinkle and shine above her, showing her a constellation. 


"Wait, is that..." Looking carefully at the stars, Luz soon became 
surprised after she traces her finger around the ring of the 
constellation as it is revealed to like the symbol she had been using. 
"A Light Glyph?" Upon the realization hitting her, she then looked to 
Corry. "This is where you learned the Light Glyph!" 


"Yeah. An answer right in front." Corry confirmed. "You see, Luz, the 
first and most important step in learning magic is knowing how to 


enjoy the little things in life, knowing when to relax and be patient. 
Not everything is a race. Most things take time. All you need is a little 
patience and then you can find just what you're looking for." 


After the witch says this, Luz then looked at her hand as she felt 
something land on it. Looking into her hand, she found a snowflake 
and saw the center of it was a symbol resembling the Light Glyph, 
only the circle contained what looked like a kite shape with a line 
down its center as it sat on a horizontal line across the lower third of 
the circle along with a small diamond beneath line just under the kite 
and a curve line that goes through the bottom half of the kite. 


"Whoa." Luz said with surprise as the snowflake melted in her hand. 
"Starting to get what all this means?" 


"Yeah. Yeah, | think | do." With a look of determination, Luz then 
grabs a nearby branch that was lying on the ground. "It means... 
magic is a gift from the island. It means..." Breaking off a twig from 
the branch, she then uses said twig to draw the symbol from the 
snowflake in the snow. Upon tapping it, the symbol glows light blue 
and Luz watches as a small pillar of ice rises from the snow. "... 
magic is everywhere." Gaining a smile, Luz then grabs the branch 
and uses it to draw the symbol within the area of the magic fence, 
making it just as big. Getting up on the rock, Luz manages to finish 
the symbol. "Magic is everywhere!" With that exclamation, Luz then 
jumps onto the symbol which causes a huge ice pillar that was taller 
than the fence to shoot up and launch the human girl into the air. 
"Whoooo-aah!" Upon leaving the fence, Luz then fell and lands deep 
in the snow. "My second spell!" Pulling herself out of the hole shaped 
like her, she then began to cheer out as she managed to achieve 
what she wanted. "I learned my second spell! Thank you, Corry!" 
Upon turning around, Luz is surprised to find Corry gone and looks 
around to see the witch was nowhere to be found. "Corry?" Pulling 
herself out of the hole, Luz walks over to the stone pillar Corry was 
sitting on to find her notepad and the pencil sitting there. Taking 
them, Luz sees Corry had written something on the notepad and 
reads it out loud. "Don't thank me. Thank the Titan. | just helping you 


hear him. Good luck on becoming a witch. Know you'll do great. 
Signed Corry'." Touched by these words, Luz couldn't but smile as 
she felt grateful for all the help she received. 


"Thank you, Titan! Thank you, Eda!" She then gasped from realizing 
her mentor was still in danger. "Oh, no! Eda! Ryuji!" Looking over to 
see the tracks left by the Slitherbeast, she regained her look of 
determination and began to follow them, going to save her friends. 
"Don't worry, guys! I'm coming!" 


Back at the Owl House, Hooty was shaking his head as he listened 
to some music on a pair of headphones he had on, unable to hear 
what was happening inside the house. 


"Hey! How dare you! Unhand your commander and stop this mutiny 
right now!" King demanded before he and Francois were thrown 
through a window next to the door. "I gave you life! | can take it 
away!" Upon saying this threat, King quickly took his toy rabbit and 
jumped toward the door as he dodged knives and arrows that were 
thrown right where he was before. 


Laying against the door, King tried to catch his breath before Hooty's 
headphones fell and bounced off his skull, causing the little demon to 
look up at that house demon as he tilted his head in confusion. 


"Hooty, great news! You can be in the boot camp!" King said as he 
then stood up in front of the door. "First task: help me destroy the 
boot camp!" 

"Hmm... no." Hooty told him. 


"What? But you practically begged to join." King said, surprised by 
this. 


"You said | sounded desperate." Hooty told him. "You want my help, 
you'll have to try harder than that." 


"Ugh! Fine!" King groaned in annoyance. "What do you want?" 
"| don't know. What are you offering?" 


Giving some thought, King saw some chalk nearby and had gotten 
an idea. Using the chalk, King then drew the picture of a person 
wearing a baseball cap with Hooty as the head. 


Getting an idea, King took out chalk and used it to draw a body for 
Hooty on the door. 


"Wow, this is incredible! It's so real!" Hooty said, impressed by this. 
"You got yourself a deal! Hoooooot!" Upon Hooty opening the door 
and walking in with Francois, King watched in surprise as Hooty 
ripped apart the animated toys, pieces of stuffing flying all around the 
room. 


"This day shall live in infamy." King said just as the teddy bear's head 
landed in front of him, making him wince. 


[Ryuji] 


A while after the Slitherbeast took us away from the girls, me and my 
mom along with the Blight Twins and the Duskerman brothers were 
soon taken to a cave where the beast stuck us to the wall by using 
the goo we were trapped in. 


"Please tell me that the Slitherbeast is a vegetarian and only brought 
us here as company." | said with a nervous sweat, hoping some 
would say yes to my question. 


"I'm afraid not." Xander simply told me. "The Slitherbeast has just 
placed us here so it can prepare to feed." 


"Don't worry. We'll be fine." Emira said, her attempts at trying to ease 
our fear foiled as a few skeletons covered in purple slime dropped 
down in front of us. 


"You sure about that?" Cameron asked with a look of shock. 
"We're gonna die." Edric put in with a despaired look. 


"Well, we wouldn't be the next meal for the beast if Ryuji's girlfriend 
hadn't toyed around with Amity's training wand and angered the 
Slitherbeast." Xander bluntly said. 


"Well, we wouldn't be in this mess if it wasn't for Em and Ed putting 
so much pressure on Luz, thinking she knows powerful spells!" | told 
him, glaring at the Blight Twins. 


"Hey, that reminds me." Edric said. "What was your sister talking 
about when she said Luz doesn't know any powerful spells?" 


"Exactly that because Luz only knows one spell!" | snapped at him. 
"What?!" The twins said in shock. 
"But we thought that..." Emira started before | interrupted her. 


"Just because she hangs out with my family, it doesn't mean she 
knows how to do crazy magic! It's because of your expectations that 
Luz used that wand in the first place. In fact, the only reason we did 
all this was because she was scared of being able to be what you 
think she was!" 


"Why would she even care about what those two think?" Xander 
asked. 


"It's not just them, Xander!" | told him. "She was scared of what you 
and Amity would have thought of her!" 


"What are you talking about?" 
"Well, you and her are in the advanced class. Luz was worried that 


you guys would've made fun of her if you knew that she only had 
one spell." 


"Why would she think that?" Cameron asked. 


"Because it's happened to her before." | said, calming down as | 
explained why Luz acted the way she did. "Back home, Luz had 
always been treated like an outcast in school. Not many kids our age 
even go near her because of how she is. I'm the only friend she 
made there, the only person in school that accepts her for who she 
is. Being in Hexside is her chance to try again and make more 
friends, but she's afraid that people there will treat her much like 
people in our world if she gets put into the baby class. She wants to 
be in the advance class as she only wants to hang out with friends 
her own age, especially the ones she already made like you." 


"| understand." Xander said with a solemn look on his face. "Being 
given such high expectations, anyone in that situation would try their 
hardest to meet them. In fact, she's not the only one who lied." 
"What? What are you talking?" | asked him. 

"Ryuji, Amity and | didn't come here for training." Xander told me. "I 
came here to look for glyphs. Amity was just trying to help me find 
them." 

"What?" | asked, surprised by this. "You, Xander?" 

"| know, it's shocking, but it's true." Xander told me. "In fact, this is 
not the first time | came up to this mountain. | came here once as a 
child for the same reason | came here now." 

"But why? You're already a top student at Hexside." 

"Yes, but it is not enough to appease my father." 

"Eliphas, the head of the Warriors Coven?" 

"Our pops is not an easy man to impress." Cameron told me. 


"Believe me. Barely anything gets him to bat an eye. He's also pretty 
harsh, barely takes it easy on people. That includes me and Xanny. 


In fact, the way he did things in this family is the reason | left 
Hexside." 


"He isn't wrong. Father has always had high expectations for any 

child of his." Xander said, backing up his brother. "When Cameron 
left, the expectations placed on me were placed higher and he had 
me work faster to be like a true member of the Duskerman Family." 


"Wow, that's rough." | said, feeling sorry for my cousin. 


"Indeed. My goal with coming to The Knee, both then and now, was 
to learn the ancient art of Glyph Magic. | thought if | could show | had 
learned such magic to my father, | would finally be meeting his 
expectations." 


"But if that's what you were doing, why didn't you just tell us? We 
could've helped." 


"| was embarrassed. With my search for glyphs, | was ridiculed by 
members of my family. My aunts and uncles thought | was being 
reckless and foolish and some of my own cousins insulted and 
laughed at me for doing such a thing as barely anyone in the 
Duskerman had ever done a pursuit like that." 


"So your lance and Amity's training wand..." 

"Were brought as a defense against any dangers up here. We told 
both our families that we were coming here to train so they didn't 
expect we were searching for glyphs." 


"Which you weren't able to do because of the twins following you." 


"As such, we gave up our search and decided to do training which | 
find no point in in the matters of my father." 


"Don't waste your time, kid." Mom spoke up as we all turned to her. 
"If that hardass hasn't praised ya for how you're doing now, that his 
lost if he won't give you the time of day." 


"Yeah, it's like | told you." | said to my cousin with a smile. "You 
shouldn't care what your dad or who anyone else thinks. You already 
got people who think you're great just by being you. Like Amity, Luz, 
even me. We all see how hard you work and we think it's cool. So 
stop worrying about him not noticing you and just appreciate the 
people who do." Just like that, Xander then returned the smile. 


"Yeah. If we think you're cool, then you are cool." Hearing that 
familiar voice, we all then turned and were shocked to find Luz 
smiling at us from behind a rock. "Oh, sorry. Didn't mean to ruin the 
family moment." 


"Luz?" | said, shocked by this. 


"Kid, get out of here! It's dangerous!" Mom told her. "Plus, I'm 
planning on grabbing Ryuji and his cousin so we can just gonna 
sneak away when the Slitherbeast starts eating the twins." 


"Wait, what?!" Emira said as her, me, Xander, and Cameron looked 
at the Owl Lady with shock while Edric gasped with the same feeling. 


"Really?" Xander said with a look of disappointment. 
"Aunt Eda!" Cameron said in shock. 
"Mom!" | added. 


"What?" Mom said to us. "After all the trouble they caused you kids, 
they deserve it." 


"Eh, fair point." Xander casually said. "Plus you are basically too old 
to be the first one to be eaten." This comment earned him a kick to 
the head from my mom. "Ow." 


"Don't worry, I'm gonna get you guys out of here." Luz told us witha 
reassuring smile as she stepped out from behind the rock. "Eda, | 
get it now. | was so obsessed with learning my second spell that | 


didn't listen to you. But I'm now gonna take your advice and save 
you." With that, Luz then sneaked away out of sight. 


"That poor, sweet, doomed girl." Cameron said as he shook his 
head. 


"Well, at least | got to see her misplaced confidence one last time." 
Mom said with a gulp as | then noticed one thing amiss. 


"Hold on, where's Juni and Amity?" | asked as we all then looked 
around for my sister and the Blight girl. 


[No one's view] 


Nearing the entrance of the cave, Juniper and Amity had just arrived 
as they poked their heads out from behind a rock. 


"Hey, girls." After being surprised by the sudden voice, the two 
witches turned around to see Luz standing right behind them. 


"Luz?" Amity said with surprise. 

"How'd you get passed the barrier?" Juniper asked, just as surprised. 
"Magic, literally. Along with some help." Luz told them. "But forget 
that because the three of us have to work together if we wanna save 
everyone." 


"Do you have a plan?" Juniper asked. 


"As a matter of fact, | do." Luz said before pulling them all into a 
group huddle as she told them her plan. 


[Ryuji] 


A while after Luz left, me, my relatives, and the twins watched as the 
Slitherbeast came over and sprinkled us with garlic, mushrooms, and 
what | had to guess were spice grinds. 


"Huh, it prepares its food." | said, a little impressed by what the 
creature is doing. "Did not expect it to have finer taste." We all then 
looked at my mom as she sneezed. 


"Ugh! This is why I tell you to go easy on the garlic." Mom told me 
with a groan of disgust. 


"Hey, ugly!" Looking over to the cave's entrance, we all saw Luz and 
Juniper standing there, Luz waving at the Slitherbeast as it turned to 
them. 


"Come and get us, you big idiot!" Luz mocked the creature as my 
sister held up her hands at the sides of her head in a taunting way 
and gave a raspberry. With that, the girls then rushed out of the cave 
as the Slitherbeast went after them. 


As we all wondered as to what those two were doing, we then looked 
to the side and saw Amity climb up over to us. 


"Mittens!" Xander said with surprise while the twins smiled at their 
little sister. 


"Don't worry. I'll get you guys out of here." Amity said as she stood in 
front of us. 


"Use the fire spell we taught you!" Emira told her. 
"Yeah, melt us out of this goo!" Edric added. 


"But | can't do it without the wand." Amity said with a look of self- 
doubt. 


"Yes, you can." Xander said to her. "You're strong, Amity. You can do 
it. | Know you can. Just focus. We have faith in you. | have faith in 
you. Have faith in yourself." 


"Xanny..." Amity said with eyes widened in awe before she then 
gained a look of determination. 


With her taking a deep breath, we all watched as she made a spell 
circle and held it between her hands as she concentrated on the 
spell. After a brief moment, the circle then transformed into fire and 
Amity smiled as she held a pink flame in her hands. 


"Way to go, Amity!" | said with a smile as Amity then used her flame 
on the goo, melting off Xander who then managed to pull himself off 
the wall. 


"| knew you could do it." Xander said as he then gently put a hand on 
her shoulder, giving her a proud smile. 


"Thanks, Xanny." Amity smiled with a blush. 


"Cool. | didn't think you could actually do it." Emira said with an 
impressed look, causing both Amity and Xander to lose their smiles 
with the younger Blight losing her blush. 


"Wait to ruin the moment, Em." | sarcastically told her before Amity 
then got to work to freeing the rest of us. After we were all now freed, 


we then looked to the entrance as we heard screaming, 
remembering the two who had lured the Slitherbeast away. 


"Luz! Juni!" | said with worry for both my friend and my sister. "Come 
on! We gotta help them!" With that, we all then started our way out of 
the cave to help Luz and Juniper. 

[No one's view] 


Outside the cave, Luz and Juniper had just ran out of the cave with 
the Slitherbeast right behind. 


"Okay, Luz, now what?" Juniper asked as she and the human girl 
stopped in front of a tree. 


"Now we wait." Luz told her. 


"Wait?!" Juniper asked as the Slitherbeast charged at them. 


"Just trust me." Luz told her just as the Slitherbeast stopped in front 
of them and roared. "Got ya!" With a confident smile, Luz then 
stomped on the ground, revealing a large drawing of the new glyph 
Luz had learned underneath the Slitherbeast who had no time to 
react as it was sent flying by a rising ice pillar, the girls standing 
close to the tree as the large pillar formed. 


"Whoa! What was that?" Juniper said as she looked at the towering 
pillar in awe, surprised by Luz's glyph. 


"My second spell." Luz told her with a proud smile. 
[Ryuji] 


Running out of the cave, we all stopped and watched as the 
Slitherbeast landed flat on its back in front of us. 


"Whoa! What happened to him?" Cameron asked with the same 
Surprise as the rest of us. 


"That happened." Amity said pointing to the huge ice pillar in front of 
the Slitherbeast. 


"Where did this pillar come from?" Xander said, bewildered by the 
structure. 


"Luz..." | said as | smiled from figuring out where the pillar came 
from and what it mean. "She did it. Luz learned her second spell!" 


"| knew she could do it." Mom said with a proud smile before losing it 
as we all looked to see the Slitherbeast get back up and roar at us. 
She then put on a confident smile as she turned to the Blights. "Want 
me to show you something cool?" 


"Yes!" The Blights urged her, my mom rushing over to the 
Slitherbeast. 


"Sleep spell!" Mom said as she sent out a spell circle which 
disappeared as it passed through the beast. 


While it paused for it bit, the Slitherbeast shook its head before 
giving out a roar and trying to slash at my mom who managed to 
dodge its attack. 


"Huh. That usually works." Mom said as she came back over to us. 


"Looks like the Slitherbeast is fighting against the spell." Cameron 
told us. "If we tire it out, it should fall under the sleep spell." 


"| believe | have something that could prove to help in that matter." 
Xander spoke up. "But I'll need some time." Just then the 
Slitherbeast lunged at us. 


"I'll give you time." | said as | stepped forward and prepared to slash 
at the beast, focusing my magic into my Saisho and the blade being 
surrounded by wind. "Attack Magic: Wind Cloak! Tempest Slash!" 
With one slash, | sent the Slitherbeast slamming into the ice pillar 
with a burst of wind. After it crashed into the snow and started 
picking itself, | held my Saisho in front of me with one idea in mind 
which could make sure my cousin could be able to do what he 
needed to. "Okay, now for the moment of truth." Closing my eyes 
and guiding my two fingers across the blade, | focused my magic 
into the sword, using the spell that my mom wanted me to work on. 
"Transformation Magic! Weapon Change!" 


[No one's view] 


With the blade glowing in white light, Ryuji then opened his eyes and 
held the Saisho out the side. From this, the Blights and Cameron 
watch in awe while Eda gained a proud smile as the sword's blade 
changes shape. Unlike the other times, the blade started getting 
short and pole-like as it gained what appeared to be a large plate on 
the front and a flat bulge on the back as they grew out as the blade 
became shorter. 


[Ryuji] 


Feeling my weapons transformation complete, | then decided to 
finish my spell by calling out the name of the Saisho's last form. 


"Saisho Masakari!" With that, | then held up my Saisho and smiled 
as | saw | managed to get it in its final form. 


It was a Japanese war axe with a golden shaft and a silver blade and 
a hammer with golden accent designs, the blade having a golden 
edge and a gold circle on the face of it. Needless to say, this frickin’ 
coolest axe | had ever seen. 


"Oh, yeah! Time to see what this baby can do!" | said as | then 
gripped the handle with both hands and held it over in my head with 
a grin as | then focused my Plant Magic into it. 


[No one's view] 


As Ryuji prepared to swing down his axe, the area within the golden 
circle filled up with green light and the edge of the blade developed a 
layer of green energy that spread out from the center. 


[Ryuji] 


"Attack Magic!" | said opening my eyes before slamming my axe 
onto the ground, a green spell circle appearing right below it. "Plant 
Strike!" With the ground beginning to shake, | watched as my spell 
did its work and sent vines which stretched over to the Slitherbeast 
from underground with trails of dirt mounds spreading from around 
the circle over to the creature. "Vine Grab!" with the trails ending all 
around it, multiple vines shot out from the ground and wrapped 
around everywhere except the face of the Slitherbeast, the creature 
unable to move even as it struggled against the vines pulling down 
and restraining it. 


"Whoa!" Mom said, impressed by this. "That's pretty cool." 


"And it's actually original." | said before | then spoke to Xander. 
"Okay, Xander. Whatever you need to do, do it now. | don't know 


how long these vines are gonna hold." Just when | said that, | heard 
three of the vines holding the Slitherbeast snap. 


"Yes, of course." Xander said as he then took out his Sieghild, the 
spear extending to full length before he then pointed it toward the 
sky as he held the lance in front of him. "You all might want to stand 
back." My mom, Cameron, Amity, and the Blight Twins did as he said 
and they backed away from him. "Been a while since I've done this." 
With that, Xander then took a deep breath and closed his eyes. 


A brief moment after he did so, | watched as the spear of his lance 
began to fill with color, glowing in a spiral of both magenta and 
orange. | was actually surprised as | had never seen magic like this 
before, especially with a weapon. | wasn't the only one as | saw my 
mom, Cameron, and the Blights looked at Xander in awe as we 
wondered what was about to happen. After the spear was full of 
spiraling color and with the tip glowing icy blue, Xander opened his 
eyes to give a serious look before turning his lance around. Witha 
mighty yell, Xander thrust his Sieghild to the ground where two big, 
icy blue spell circles formed under him, the two circles forming a 
thick ring that was segmented into eight parts with half being orange 
and bearing the sigil of the Beast-Keeping Coven and the other half 
being magenta and baring the Abomination Coven sigil. 


"Grimmination... rise!" Xander said as abomination goo appeared 
beneath him before lifting him up, making me realize that he used 
the same summoning spell as Amity back during the witch's duel. 


Though the abomination he summoned was different than any 
abomination I've seen so far. It was slouched and looked extremely 
muscular with black bone-like spikes sticking out of its arms, back, 
and knees, hands, and feet tipped with long, sharp black claws, large 
teeth in its mouth, and triangular ears. The biggest difference was 
that this creature had gained a black mask with orange markings on 
it which put more definition on its glowing orange eyes. With it giving 
a roar, | was just speechless as | saw that my cousin created an 
abomination that looked more like a werewolf about the same size 
as the Slitherbeast, the Duskerman having created it using a 


combination of both Beast-Keeping Magic and Abomination Magic. | 
wasn't the only one surprised by this as | saw my mom, the twins, 
and even the Blight who did Abomination Magic look at this in shock 
and awe. 


"What is that?" Edric said with surprise as Amity gasped. 


"I've never seen an abomination like that in my life." Amity said, still 
in shock and awe. 


"Yeah, me neither." Emira put in with disbelief. 
"Alright, Xanny! Ha-ha!" Cameron said with a laugh of pride. 


Looking back at the Slitherbeast, | watched as it broke free from the 
vines and lunged at me. Before it got too close, | watched as it was 
then punched by a clawed hand right in the face. As the Slitherbeast 
tried to recover, | looked over to see Xander's abomination walk up 
beside me before my cousin jumped off to stand between it and me. 


"| believe this will suffice in our efforts, yes?" Xander asked me with 
an emotionless expression. 


"Yeah, totally!" | told him with a smile. "I didn't Know you did combo 
spells!" 


"It's only this one." Xander told me. "My Grimmination is the only 
spell of a such caliber I've been able to perfect." 


"Grimmination. | thought the mask look familiar." | said, seeing the 
abomination looked awful like a Beowolf Grimm from RWBY . 
"Guess l'm not the only one who got inspiration from fiction. And it's 
actually more original." 


[No one's view] 
From behind the ice pillar, Luz and Juniper walked over and were 


surprised as they saw Ryuji and Xander getting ready to fight the 
Slitherbeast. 


[Ryuji] 
"Shall we, Ryuji?" Xander asked. 
"Yeah! Let's do this!" | said, ready to fight the Slitherbeast. 


"Grimmination, attack!" With Xander's order to his creation, | joined 
his Grimmination as we charged at the Slitherbeast. 


With the Slitherbeast roaring at us, me and the Grimmination then 
began our attack on the creature with the Grimmination starting it off 
by giving it multiple punches before the beast swiped it away. 


"Hey, Slitherbeast!" | said with a smirk as | raised my axe, getting the 
white beast's attention. Focusing my magic into the axe, | then 
slammed it into the ground where an amber-colored spell circle 
formed beneath it. "Attack Magic! Flame Strike!" With the ground 
cracking from the circle over to the Slitherbeast, | watched as the 
crack then spread out from underneath to form a sort of circle 
around. "Eruption Burst!" Just like that, the cracked ground erupted 
in a fiery explosion that sent the Slitherbeast flying into a tree that 
was knocked down by its weight. 


After the explosion dissipated, | lifted up my axe which stopped 
glowing amber and hung it over my shoulder with a proud smile as | 
thought it was over. | soon lost that smile when | saw the Slitherbeast 
managing to get back up. It tried to charge at me but was pounced to 
the ground by the Grimmination as the two soon began to fight. 


"Even with a sleep spell placed on it, it seems our attacks hadn't 
done much to the Slitherbeast." Xander said as he came over to me. 


"| wouldn't say that. Look!" | said as | saw that the Slitherbeast was 
looking a little tired. "The Slitherbeast is getting worn down. The only 
reason it's managing to keep up is probably because of all that rage 
it has right now. If we calm it down, the spell might be able to take 
effect." 


"How exactly are we going to calm such a raging beast?" Xander 
asked which then gave me an idea. 


"| know how." | said with a smile before running off. "Keep that thing 
busy! I'll be right back!" 


"Very well. | just hope you know what you're doing." Xander said. 


"Don't worry. This will work. Trust me." | said after getting myself 
some distance from the battle, kneeling down and putting my axe 
down as | then dug away at the snow to find the grass. 


[No one's view] 


As Ryuji was digging, Xander watched as his Grimmination and the 
Slitherbeast fought with the unique abomination punching and the 
yeti-like creature slashing with its claws. 


[Ryuji] 


After a little while, | managed to find the grass, gaining a smile. 
Creating a spell circle over it and using my Plant Magic on the patch 
| found, | started praying that this would be enough to give me what | 
needed. 


[No one's view] 


Back with Xander, after a while of watching the two battle each other, 
he then watched as the Slitherbeast knocked away his Grimmination 
before spitting its goo at it, eventually managing to trap it. Fighting 
against its sleepy state, the Slitherbeast turned around and charged 
at Xander the best it could. 


[Ryuji] 


After a moment, | then gained a smile as a bush full of lush leaves 
sprouted from the grass. Quickly grabbing a leaf with two fingers on 
one side and my thumb on the other, | then prepared to do the one 


thing that could possibly calm down the Slitherbeast, hoping it would 
work. 


[No one's view] 


Back with Xander, he prepared to defend himself as the Slitherbeast 
now stood in front of him, raising its claws to strike at the 
Duskerman. But, before it even struck at the young warlock, it 
paused its attack upon hearing what sounded like a melodic buzzing. 
Hearing this, the creature became surprised as it then lowered its 
claw and looked forward past the Duskerman. Confused by this, the 
Duskerman followed its gaze and saw that it was looking at Ryuji 
who was only standing there with his eyes closed as he gently blew 
on a leaf, the buzzing tune coming from the leaf. Xander was not 
alone as everyone was looking at Ryuji in awe as he continued to 
play on the leaf. The music he was playing was so peaceful, so 
gentle, and so harmonious that it almost sounded like a lullaby. 
Slowly walking over to Ryuji, the creature looked at the young Frank 
in awe as he continued to play on the leaf. Being soothed by the 
music and its anger instantly fading away, the Slitherbeast gave out 
a yawn before it slowly started to wobble as Eda's sleep spell finally 
took effect. As Ryuji finally finished playing, the Slitherbeast 
collapsed and fell asleep. 


[Ryuji] 


After | finished playing the song, | lowered the leaf | had in my mouth 
and smiled upon seeing the snoring Slitherbeast. 


"Sleep tight, big guy. Sorry for the blast." | said as | gently pet the 
creature. 


"Nice work settling the Slitherbeast down, Ryuji." Mom said with a 
proud smile as | watched her and everyone came over to me while | 
used my magic to bring my axe back to my hand. 


"Yeah. Nice job, bro." Juniper said with an impressed smile. "What 
was that anyway?" 


"Just a little song Dad used to play to me when | was little. He taught 
me how to do it." | told my sister. "It always calmed me down 
whenever | made a fit, so | thought it could do the same for the 
Slitherbeast." 


"It definitely worked." Cameron said with surprise. "Big guy's conked 
out." 


"Ryuji, that was amazing!" Luz said as her eyes were filled with awe. 
"You turned your sword into an axe! And that song, it was so 
beautiful!" 


"Thanks, Luz." | said with a smile. "And nice job learning your 
second spell." 


"Thanks." Luz said before she turned to my mom. "Eda, did you see? 
| learned my second spell." 


"Yep, | saw." Mom said as she pat her apprentice on the head. "Nice 
work, kiddo. | Knew you could make a connection with the island.” 


"Nice job with handling that Slitherbeast, Xanny." Cameron said 
before he then grabbed his brother in a neck lock, took off his cap, 
and then used a fist to give him a noogie which took Xander by 
surprise. "Noogie!" 


“Cameron, stop it!" Xander said as he freed himself from his big 
brother, glaring at Cameron as he took back his cap while giving him 
a glare. 


As Cameron laughed, Xander then smoothed down his hair before 
putting his cap on, recomposing himself before turning over to us. 


"Well, it Seems as though all of us will be in the advanced class 
together." Xander said to us, doing his best not to show how happy 
he was that me, my sister, and Luz will be classmates with him. 


"Hell, yeah!" | said before | turned to Luz. "Hexside, here we come!" 


"Yeah!" Luz cheered as we then did a high-five. 


"Hey, uh... Xanny?" Amity said as she walked up to Xander who 
then turned to her, the Blight girl having both her hands behind her 
back and a smile on her face. "I just wanna say... thanks for saving 
me earlier. You didn't need to do that, but | appreciate it." 


"Of course." Xander said as he returned the smile. "I mean, you had 
done the same for me." 


"Yeah, well... | had to return the favor, didn't 1?" Amity said as the 
two smiled at each other for a moment before they both then looked 
away with blushes with Amity taking an interest in her feet. 


"Oh, yeah. You did save her, didn't you?" Juniper said as she went 
up and stood beside Xander who lost his smile as he looked at her. 
"You jumped right in and pushed Amity out of the way just as the 
Slitherbeast spat at her. You didn't even hesitate!" Juniper then gave 
sly smile as she then started using a teasing tone. "Makes ya 
wonder what exactly got ya to put yourself on the line just to save 
one witch." With seeing how my sister was talking to him, Xander 
flinched before his whole face turned red. 


"Well, |, uh..." Xander said as he then got nervous, Amity giving out 
a giggle at this. 


"You showed some real bravery in that cave, sis." Emira said with an 
impressed smile as she and Edric walked over to their sister. 


"Yeah, nice work, kiddo." Edric said as he pet Amity's head, ruffling 
her hair a bit while talking like how Juniper was teasing Xander. 


"Grr! Stop!" Amity said with a growl as she pushed her brother's 
hand away before she brushed her hair down. 


"Got to say, Luz." | said, getting my friend's attention. "I'm pretty 
Surprised you managed to connect with nature around here. Don't 
get me wrong, but considering how you are..." 


"Yeah, | know." Luz said before she then gave me her notepad which 
had a message on one of the pages. "But | had a little talk with 
someone who helped me figure things out." 


"Corry?" | asked as | took the notepad. 


"Yeah, she's a witch who actually uses glyphs!" Luz excitedly told 
me. "She even showed me how the Titan wants me to learn how to 
do magic!" 


"What? That makes no sense." | said as | carefully looked at the note 
to see if it could tell me anything that could clear things up. "How 
does that witch know anything about..." After | flipped the page over, 
| looked to see a drawing on the back. "Hey, there's a drawing on the 
back of this note!" 


"Hey, he's right!" Luz said as she came over and saw it. 


The drawing | found was of a dragon head which resembled a 
Chinese dragon with two thin horns on top and two folded wings. On 
the forehead of the dragon was an eight-point star. The drawing was 
split down the middle with the right side of it being an outline with 
shaded parts like the eye and the one horn on his head while the 
other side had it the other way around. The center of the star also 
had a small dash in the middle that, with some outlines at two 
corners along with some dashes at the bottom of the diagonal points 
close to those corners that almost segmented them made the center 
of the star look like an F. 


"Let me take a look." Cameron said as he came over before he 
gasped in shock as | showed him the drawing. Right then, he took 
the notepad and brought it over to Xander. "Xanny, look!" Upon 
seeing this, Xander then gasped in shock. 


"It... it can't be." Xander said as he looked at the drawing. 


"Guys, what's wrong?" | asked the two, confused by their reactions. 


"It's nothing, Ryuji. It's just..." Xander said before he took the 
notepad and held the drawing in front of him, motioning to it with one 
hand. "This drawing is the emblem of Froeth Family." From this, me, 
my sis, my mom, and the Blights gasped in shock from hearing this. 


"Wait a minute." | said as | then began to piece things together. 
"Corry... Like short for 'Corrin'’? The name that belonged to the twin 
sister of King Kamui?" 


"It is no coincidence that the witch left this note with the emblem." 
Xander told me. "That witch who helped Luz was a Froeth." 


"Wait, who's the Froeth Family?" Luz asked, confused by this. 


"Only one of the Noble Three families." Cameron answered her. 
"One that disappeared a long time ago!" 


“Cameron is correct." Xander backed up his brother. "As far as we 
know, no one has ever seen a member of the Froeth Family in 
decades. They are said to be the only family that still holds on to the 
knowledge of Glyph Magic." 


"Luz, you just received help from one of the most mysterious of the 
Noble Three!" | said, causing Luz to gain a look of surprise. 


"No one has seen a single Froeth in so long." Xander said, still in 
disbelief. "And one just shows themselves to Luz?" 


"Maybe that Froeth girl went to Luz because she knew Glyph Magic." 
Cameron put in. "I've always heard rumors that Froeths always help 
anybody who looked for glyphs." 


"Yes, but | never had one show up to me." Xander said, looking 
down with a look of disappointment. 


"Well, kid, maybe it's because you don't need one." Mom spoke up, 
getting Xander to raise his head in surprise. "The island is pretty 
mysterious, but it has its reasons for doing stuff. Obviously, it gave 


Luz glyphs because that's what she needs to do magic. You said you 
looked for glyphs just to show you were strong like a Duskerman, 
right?" 


"Yes." Xander confirmed. 


"Well, that might be the problem." Mom told him. "Maybe the island 
didn't give you one because you're already strong enough without 
glyphs. From what | just saw, it's pretty obvious that you're already 
strong like a Duskerman should." After taking a moment to take it in, 
Xander then gave my mom a grateful smile. 


"Well, | guess we'll all be classmates then." Amity said as she looked 
at me and Luz with a smile. 


"Yeah." Luz said before she gasped with an excited look. "Does this 
mean we'll have an Azura book club? 


"As long as it's a secret club." Amity said with a blush of 
embarrassment. 


"It's not a secret club!" Edric spoke out. 


"We're gonna tell everyone!" Emira added, causing Amity to grow in 
annoyance. 


"Hey, watch it, you two!" Cameron said, causing the Blight Twins to 
turn to him. "Remember, I'm going to Hexside too, so you better 
keep it a secret! Respect the privacy!" 


"Alright. All this adorable banter is literally making me sick." Mom 
said after she let out a sneeze. "Let's go home already." 


"On it, teach!" Luz said as she drew a glyph around me, her, Juniper, 
and Mom. 


"Uh, Luz?" Juniper asked, confused by this. "What are you doing?" 


"Getting us home." Luz told my sister right before she slammed 
down on the glyph, launching all four of us into the air with a big ice 
pillar, my friend and her mentor cheering out while me and my sister 
screamed out in fear as we flew through the air. 


[No one's view] 


"| think we can go the normal way." Emira suggested, not wanting to 
do what the residents of the Owl House had done to leave The 
Knee. 


"Agreed." Xander added. 


"Well, I'm gonna go in style." Cameron said before he then brought 
out his Dusk Wings and flew off. "See ya in school, little bro!" 


Unknown to any of them, from atop a ledge above the cave, Corry 
was watching Xander as he walked away with the Blights as the four 
left the mountain, the Froeth having a smile on her face before she 
then walks away from the edge and out of sight. 


[Ryuji] 


After being launched off the mountain by Luz's new Ice Glyph, we all 
then rode on Mom's staff back to the Owl House, me and my sister 
clung onto it the whole flight. By the time we got back, it was already 
nighttime. 


"Here we are! Home, sweet home." Mom said as we landed in front 
of the house. 


"Luz, never launch me on a glyph again!" I told my friend. 


"Yeah, me either!" Juniper added with a glare as we all got off the 
staff. "Not cool, dude! Not cool!" 


"Sorry." Luz said with an apologetic smile. 


"Oh, calm down, you two. We still made it home." Mom said as we 
turned to her. "Not to mention you're all prepared to take the exam." 


"Yeah, | guess you're right." | said as me and my sis gained smiles 
from remembering the good about today. "And, after a day like today, 
| just want to come back here and rest." 


"Ditto." Juniper added in agreement. "All | want to do is relax in my 
bed in the one place where we never have such craziness." 


"Private Hooty, today when the felt flew, you showed grit and 
determination that were instrumental in securing our victory." Hearing 
King's voice, we all turned to the house to find the door open and 
Hooty stretched into the house. "May | just say, it has been an honor 
to be your commander." 


"Sir, the honor is all mine." Hearing Hooty, we all then walked over to 
the door and we were surprised to find King hugging Hooty in the 
living room which had stuffing and pieces of stuffed toys all over the 
place. 


"Private, our hearts have been touched by fire, and..." King said right 
before Mom spoke out in shock. Before King could finish the door 
opens revealing everyone. 


"What the hell happened here?" 


"Um, excuse me? We're having a moment here!" King said with a 
glare at us. 


"Whoa, King! Take it easy." | said to the little demon. "We just want to 
know why you guys are in a room full of stuffing.” 


"You'll never understand what we've been through together!" Hooty 
declares. "Never! Never!" 


"Ugh! Never mind. Moment's ruined." King said as he walked away 
in disappointment. 


"| will be haunted by my actions forever. Hoot-hoot." Hooty said as 
we all walked into the house before he retract himself to the door, the 
house demon then closing it. 


"Well, I'm going to bed." Mom said as she walked over to the stair. 


"Same." Me and the girls said as we followed her, the four of us 
going to our rooms. 


After getting myself ready for bed, | decided to go to Luz and 
congratulate her on learning her second spell. Walking over to her 
door, | knocked to let her know someone wanted to go in. 


"Come in." Luz said before | then opened the door and walked in, my 
friend becoming surprised to find me on the other side. "Ryuji?" 


"Hey, Luz. Just wanted to say you really impressed me back there." | 
said to her. "You know, learning that new spell" 


"Thanks." Luz said before she then got into bed. "But my ice is 
nothing compared to you using a magic axe." 


"Are you kidding? I'm jealous." | told her. 


"You?" Luz said, surprised by this. "But you know more magic than | 
do. If anything, you're the one anyone should be jealous of. | mean, 
I've actually been jealous of you because of that." 


"Yeah, but you are learning in record time. It would take me weeks or 
even months to learn a new move, but you've learned some in a few 
weeks. You make learning magic look easy." 


"Well, | also have you, Juni, and Eda to help me. So | guess all three 
of us will be in the advanced classes together." 


"Yeah and l'm glad we're all going together." After smiling at each 
other for a moment, | then decided to head back to my room. "Well, | 
better get to bed too. Gonna need the energy to work on new spells 


to see what | can do with an axe." | was about to turn to leave 
when... 


"Hey, Ryuji. Before you go to bed, can you do me one favor?" 
"What?" 


"Can you... play me that lullaby you did back at The Knee? | really 
liked how it sounded." 


| gained a smirk at her request. "Well, okay. But, if | do it, you have to 
go to bed." From this, Luz adjusted herself to get comfy. "Good thing 
| still got the leaf from that bush | made." Pulling out the leaf, | then 
took a deep breath and played on the leaf, closing my eyes as | got 
into it. 


[No one's view] 


Unknown to Ryuji, as he played, the room suddenly then filled with 
light which caught Luz by surprise. With her eyes shining in awe, Luz 
then began to feel relaxed as she continued to listen in on the song. 
After Ryuji was done playing, the light in the room instantly faded 
away and Luz looked at Ryuji with a dazed smile on her face. 


"Night, Luz." Ryuji said as he then went back to his room, closing the 
door behind him. 


"Night." Luz said to him before she laid down with a sigh, a blush on 
her face. "Of all the things that have happened today... that was the 
most magical." 


Well, this had been one crazy day, but it did reap some rewards. 
Thanks to the training my mom gave us, | can now use all four forms 
of my Saisho and Luz now has enough spells to get into the 
advanced class with me and Juniper. And, after | get some new 
spells with my new axe, I will be ready to show what I'm made for 
both the exam and the Warriors Track. | also can wait to see how far 


Luz will go learning magic with me. With what she managed to do 
without the school, | bet she might go far. As to how our first day at 
Hexside will be, we'll all just have to wait and see. All I know is that it 
doesn't matter what I do, whether it's learning magic or anything 
else, it's always the best when I do it with my friends. DK out! 


Author's Note: Hey, guys! | hope you all like the new chapter. As for 
the song that Ryuji played, it is the leaf flute version of Oracion . The 
Owl House residents seemed to have a crazy day of training, huh? 
But at least now Ryuji has unlocked the axe form of his Saisho and 
Luz gained enough spells to attend the same classes as her friends. 
Not only that, but Luz had come across a member of the Froeths. 
Speaking of which, if you're wondering if Corry will show up again, 
don't worry. Corry will be appearing a bit more later on in the story, 
By the way, | would like to dedicate this chapter to the great actress 
Kristine Alley. May she rest in peace. In the next chapter, the teen 
trio of the Owl House start their learning experience at Hexside. How 
will their first day at a magic school go? Will it be like they expected? 
We'll just see, won't we? That's all | got for now. Don't forget to leave 
a comment to tell me what you think of it. See you all in the next 
chapter! 


Chapter 13: The First Day 


Chapter 13: The First Day 


Morning at Hexside. A couple of weeks had passed since that mine 
and Luz's training trip to The Knee where | managed to unlock my 
Saisho's axe form and Luz was able to learn her second spell in the 
form of an Ice Glyph. It's also been how long since Luz had met 
Corry, the witch from the Froeth Family. It was hard to believe that a 
member of a Noble Three family that hadn't been seen since the 
Coven System was put up decided to help Luz when she needed it 
the most. None of us are really sure why, but we weren't 
complaining. At least, | wasn't. | was actually pretty grateful since 
now me and Luz had what we needed to get into the advanced class 
by passing the exam. In fact, that's what we were doing. Me, Juniper, 
and Luz were backstage in the school's theater room, preparing to 
go out there to show what we could do to Principal Bump who was 
the judge for the exam. Mom was there with us as moral support. 
Even though | had perfected the spells | could use with my axe like | 
did with the other weapons, | was still pretty nervous but managed to 
keep my cool. Which is more than | could say for the girls. My sister, 
as | expected, wasn't really thrilled over this whole thing. Luz was 
both excited and nervous, mostly nervous which we all could see 
thanks to the Light Glyph orb she had. | would understand her being 
SO nervous, especially considering she was the first of us to go up. 
This exam will determine whether or not she'll be learning at the 
same level as me, Juniper, and all our friends here at Hexside. 


"I-I'm not ready for this, Eda." Luz nervously said to her mentor. 
"Maybe we should go back." 


"Nah, kid. You got this." Mom said to her student with a reassuring 
smile. "Just do what we practiced." 


"But what if... What if | mess something up? Or what if | do 
something wrong?" Luz said before she then gasped. "What if | die?" 


Hearing this from her, | watched as Juniper walked over and tapped 
her head a couple of times, making sure my friend still had her brain. 


"Stop worrying.” Juniper said to her. "You're not gonna die." 


"Yeah, calm down, Luz." | said as | put a reassuring hand on her 
shoulder. "You've been training hard for this. You got this in the bag." 


"They're right, kid." Mom put int. "I had to do the same thing when | 
was a witchling. It's like a rite of passage. Granted, | was a little more 
skilled." 


"Not helping, Mom." | said to my mom in a matter-of-fact tone. 


"Right, right. Sorry, sorry." Mom said with a chuckle before she spoke 
to Luz. "Now, get pumped." 


"Pumped!" Luz said as she gained a determined smile. 
"Get ready." 


"Ready!" Luz turned as she pulled up the hood of the black cloak she 
was wearing. 


"Now go!" Mom then shoved her student out on stage. 
[No one's view] 


On the other side of the stage, Principal Bump waited patiently with a 
clipboard in hand to see what the teen trio had to offer the school 
with a banner above the curtain that said "Hexside Placement 
Exam". With a spotlight shining on it, the curtain then opened up and 
it isn't long until Luz jumps on stage where the spotlight is. 


With Luz standing at the center of the stage, a spotlight shined on 
the curtain, angled to where Luz was at. Luz jumps on stage ina 
dark cloak imitating a movie trailer narrator voice. "From the 
humblest of beginnings, a hero will rise." Luz said, speaking like the 
narrator of a movie trailer before she switches to her normal voice. "I 


have traveled from another realm and trained with a powerful witch 
to master dark and forbidden magic. | am... Luz Noceda!" 


[Ryuji] 


After Luz tossed away her cloak to finish her entrance, | then peeked 
out from behind the curtain and was shocked to find there wasn't 
much of an audience there as Bump seemed to be the only one 
there. 


"How's she doing?" Mom asked me with concern. 


"Well, she's not doing bad." | told her. "But | think she may have 
overdone the entrance a bit." Hearing my friend chuckle, | turned to 
Luz as she then dug into the fanny pack she had on. 


"Confetti!" Luz said as she tossed out some confetti. 


"Right. The human that wants to be a witch." Principal Bump said, 
not looking very amused. "Against my better judgment, I've allowed 
you to take this exam into Hexside. But can you even do magic with 
all your... human parts?" 


"| sure can!" Luz said, regaining her confidence as she then pulled 
out the two glyphs she prepared from her fanny pack, showing them 
to both sides of the auditorium. "It's said that humans can't do magic, 
but | discovered a lost technique that changes everything." 


"Hmm?" | watched as Bump then became interested in what Luz 
was prepared to do. 


With Luz looking over to us, Mom gave her two thumbs-ups while me 
and my sister motioned for her to go on from backstage. Right from 
there, she then goes on to demonstrate her magic. She first 
activated the Light Glyph and let the orb rise before placing the Ice 
Glyph under the light and activating it to make a little ice pillar to 
which the orb hovered on top of. With both spells done, Luz beamed 
a smile at Bump while doing jazz hands. 


"Spells casting with paper? I've never heard of such a thing." Bump 
said, very much surprised by this method for a moment before he 
gave her a questioning look. "But is it enough to pass the exam?" 


"Uhh..." Getting nervous again, Luz then looked back at us for help. 
"Improvise!" Both my mother and sister whispered to her. 


"Um, | can do other things." Luz said as she stood up before she 
then turned away for a moment. "What about... this?" With her 
turning back around, | was shocked as she went with that gross trick 
of flipping her eyelids inside out. "Bleep, bloop, bleep!" 


"Oh, not the lid flip." | said as | looked to see that Bump wasn't really 
impressed. 


"Ow, ow! Eyelash! Eyelash!" Luz said as she took a step where she 
accidentally slipped on the melted ice pillar and fell into her 
abandoned cloak, getting trapped in it. She tried to get it off but 
ended up falling off the stage and onto Bump. 


"Sorry, sorry, sorry!" Luz said as she rolled off the principal, 
accidentally placing a hand on an Ice Glyph. "Whoops! AH!" With an 
ice wall picking her up by her feet as she was at eye level with 
Bump, Luz then gave him an embarrassed smile and a nervous 
chuckle. | was shocked beyond belief from seeing this performance 
go so wrong. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


This didn't go out as planned. Really hope this doesn't affect Luz 
from getting into the advanced class. 


"| failed, didn't 1?" Luz asked as she lost her smile, looking down in 
disappointment. 


"Believe it or not, I've seen worse." Bump told her, causing Luz to lift 
her head up with a smile before she slipped off the ice and onto the 
floor. "You may take your seat." With that, Luz then took her seat 
amongst the rows. "Okay, next!" 


"Looks like you're up, kids." Mom said to us with a smile. "Knock 'em 
dead!" 


"Thanks, Mom." | said as | returned the smile before | turned to 
Juniper. "Ready, Juni?" 


"Yeah, let's just get this over with." My sister said with a very 
displeased look on her face as she walked out with her hands in her 
pockets. Ignoring this, | then rushed out to over to join my sister. 


"Ah, the twin children of Axel Frank." Bump said, very pleased to see 
us. "Always saving the best for last, | see." 


"Well, we Franks are showmen." | said to him with a proud smile. 


"Yes, | know." Bump told me. "While | do like to just accept you into 
the advanced class, | believe in fairness. As such, | will have you 
demonstrate the magic you know before making such a decision. 
Also, | am quite curious as to what you two have to offer." 


"Just to be frank, | don't care what you think." My sister flatly told 
him. "I just want to get this over with." Evan said in a flat tone making 
Bump chuckle a bit. 


"Seems as though you have inherited more from your father's family 
than your mother's." Bump said with a chuckle. "From what | was 
told, your uncle gave the same answer when he was being 
evaluated. | suppose you have your sister helping with your 
demonstration, Ryuji?" 


"Actually, we're doing on together." | told him. "It only makes sense 
considering both of us are applying for the Warriors Track." 


"Wait a moment." Bump said, surprised by this. "Both of you want to 
be in the Warriors Track?" 


"Yeah, why?" | asked him. 


"Oh, it's just that... I'm able to see you attending the Warriors Track, 
Ryuji. But Juniper, on the other hand... well, maybe it would be 
better if she took a different track." What Bump said earned a growl 
from Juniper. 


"Principal Bump, | Know that Juni might seem a bit much, but | think 
she can fit in with the Warriors Track. I've seen her fight and she's 
pretty good. Besides, wouldn't it be better to let two kids of the same 
Frank who created the tenth track take it?" 


"Hmm..." Bump thought for a moment before he then gave an 
answer. "Very well. If you both can prove yourselves, | will allow you 
both into the Warriors Track." 


"Thanks, Principal Bump." | said before me and my sister turned to 
each other. "Ready, sis?" 


"Ready when you are, DK." Juniper said as she cracked her 
knuckles with a stretch. 


Before we started we heard a commotion coming from outside and 
looked to doors just as a crowd of Hexside students came in and 
filled the other free seats where they all looked at me and Juniper in 
anticipation. 


"Looks like Ed and Em got the word out that we're taking the exam." 
Juniper said to me as she looked at the crowd with surprise. 


"And, of course, people would come to see the demonstration of a 
member of the Frank Family." | said, looking at this just as surprised. 
"Looks like we got ourselves a real audience." 


"Then let's give them a show." She said as | turned to see her give 
me a smirk while putting up her hands. 


"Read my mind." | said as | then got into fighting stance with the 
same smirk. 


Right there and then, | started us off with a few spell circles that sent 
blasts of wind, fire, water, and lightning at her. Juniper countered it 
with the same blasts before quickly sending a few magic blasts at 
me. In response, | made an illusion double before using a wind dash 
to move out of the way, my double turning into light blue smoke from 
getting hit. Getting to my sister's right, | then drew out my Saisho and 
got ready to give her Dragon's Roar while pulling the sword back for 
a forward thrust. 


"Attack Magic: Wind Dragon's Roar!" Having that blast come at her, 
Juniper put up a magic shield to block my attack. 


[No one's view] 


From Ryuji's attack clashing with Juniper's shield, a strong gust of 
wind was sent through the auditorium, all the students there being 
left in awe from seeing such impressive magic. Even Luz's eyes 
shined with excitement as she watched the twins show off their 
magic. 


[Ryuji] 


With my Dragon's Roar reaching its end, | then pushed on with my 
sword ready to strike. Just like we practiced, Juniper quickly dropped 
the shield and made her own sword to use against mine where we 
then began a swordfight. After a moment of this, Juniper then 
pushed me back and | decided to show off what my weapon can do. 


"Transformation Magic! Weapon Change!" | said as | changed my 
Saisho into its lance form. "Saisho Yari!" From this, | then focused 
my Plant Magic into it and the spear started glowing green. "Attack 
Magic: Vine Whip!" With that, | then began whipping at Juniper with a 


vine shot from the spear's tip, my sister managing to dodge or block 
every strike. It was only a moment of this that she used her sword to 
cut the vine. 


As | retracted to the vine and made it disappear, | watched as 
Juniper then created a sky-blue spell circle and a puff of smoke in 
the same color appeared in front of her. Charging from the smoke 
came the monster she made appear back at the Covention. Seeing 
this, | then decided to switch it up again and show off my Saisho's 
next form. 


"Transformation Magic! Weapon Change!" Rushing to the monster 
and jumping over it, | switch my Saisho from its lance form to its bow 
form. "Saisho Yari!" After landing about a few feet behind it, | then 
fired a yellow arrow of magic at it as it turned around, the arrow 
cutting right through and making it poof into a puff of sky-blue 
smoke. | turned around to send an arrow at Juniper only to find my 
twin was gone. Sensing something coming at me, | jumped back as | 
then dodged a blast of fire. 


"Nice moves there, DK." Said my sister as | looked to see her 
standing at the back of the stage with two dark red flames floating in 
her hands. "Ready to finish things off?" 


"Yeah, | think we showed everyone enough. Time for the grand 
finale." | told her as | then went to change my Saisho into the latest 
form | got it to. "Transformation Magic! Weapon Change!" Right 
there, | switched my Saisho from its bow form to its axe form. 
"Saisho Masakari!" 


[No one's view] 


The students exclaimed in awe as Ryuji managed to transform his 
weapon again before looking back and waiting in anticipation for 
what he and Juniper would do next with the young witch putting her 
flames together in front of her and holding the flame while her 
brother raised his axe up with both hands where the area in the 


golden circle on the blade started glowing in a whitish blue before its 
edge was then layer in an aura of the same color. 


"Attack Magic: Ice Strike!" Ryuji said as he slammed the blade on 
the floor, a patch of frost forming under it. "Freezing Spike Wave!" 
From there, the frost then spread steadily toward Juniper, big spikes 
of ice shooting up from the trail as it did. At the same time, Juniper 
pushed her flame forward where it became a stream of dark red fire. 


In that instant, the attacks collided and created an explosion that 
burst through the whole auditorium with a cloud of dust covering the 
stage. As the dust began to clear, everyone watched in awe as Ryuji 
walked to the edge of the stage and Juniper joined in by using a 
burst of fire to shoot herself over to his side. With proud smiles and 
spikes of ice behind them, the twins then bowed to the crowd as they 
finished their demonstration. Everyone was silent for a moment with 
looks of shock before the students all roared out in a cheer, 
exclaiming in awe from seeing the twins' show of magic. 


[Ryuji] 


Hearing all those cheers from all the Hexside students, | transformed 
my Saisho back to normal and put it back on my back as | took in the 
praise, trying my best to smile even while my cheeks heated up a bit 
from embarrassment. Juniper took it in too, but with a lot more pride 
as she waved to the crowd with a grin. This lasted for a good while 
before Bump spoke up and they all quiet down to hear what he had 
to Say. 


"Well done. In all my years of teaching, I've never seen such an 
amazing display of magic." Bump said to us with an impressed smile. 
"And with such power too. Your magic is absolutely astounding." My 
sister only scoffed as she put her hands back into her pockets. "I 
hope to see this become more developed when you start class." 
Using his magic, he then gave us each a paper sheet which had 
what looked like checklists with the nine different magic tracks. 


"What's this?" | asked as me and Juniper took them. 


"Those are your track registration forms." Bump told me. "As 
students of the Warriors Track, you are given an assessment of all 
the other nine tracks we have to offer. Just simply pick which ones 
you want to take with the Warriors Track and turn them into me. | will 
take care of the rest. Now then, Ryuji Frank, Juniper Clawthorne, 
and Luz Noceda," With Luz coming back on stage to stand beside 
me, we all gave Bump on our attention as he then used his magic to 
give each of us a school pamphlet. "I gladly welcome you both to 
Hexside School of Magic and Demonics!" With that, the crowd 
cheered from hearing this. 


"Yes! Yes! Yes!" Luz cheered out in joy. 


"Yeah, we did it!" | exclaimed, feeling the same. Caught up in the 

excitement, | ended up picking Luz up in my arms and span around 
with a proud laugh before | remembered myself and gently put Luz 
back down at her feet before | let go with an embarrassed chuckle. 


"Yaaay." Juniper flatly said, not looking much thrilled with how things 
turned out. 


After getting our uniforms, me and the girls then hopped on the staff 
and headed home with Mom so we could get ready for our first day 
of magic school. 


A few days later, me and the girls then got ready for our first day at 
Hexside. Me and Luz were already dressed and in the kitchen to 
show off our new uniforms. Though they were different than the ones 
we saw our friends wearing as the cowls were gray. Mine had the 
azure sleeves and leggings like my cousins were wearing, but the 
cuff was different as it was on my left arm. From what | saw before, 
every student in the Warriors Track had this thick black cuff on one 
sleeve which went up half the forearm and kinda looked like a wrist 
gauntlet with three segments in different colors in between black 
rings at the top and the bottom. Mine was gray and only had where 
those three segments being one big section of pure white. Luz's 


uniform was more different than mine as the sleeves and leggings 
didn't have any colors and were just pure white. 


"Hey, Mom." | said as me and Luz looked down at our uniforms. 
"What's up with our uniforms?" 


"Oh, that's how they usually look." Mom told me. "It's because you 
don't have your tracks yet. You've noticed how all your friends have 
different colors?" 


"Oh, yeah." Luz said, no doubt remembering how our friends at 
Hexside all had different colored sleeves and leggings. "Willow has 
green, Amity has pink, and Gus has light blue." 


"Actually, the color Amity wears is magenta." | said before | then 
remembered the cuffs Xander and Gizi wear. "And now that | think 
about it, Xander's cuff had magenta, purple, and orange while Gizi 
had magenta, purple, and blue. So you're saying that the reason we 
have white is because we don't have tracks yet?" 


"Yep." Mom told me. "Once you get into those tracks, that white 
you're wearing will get some color." She then looked at the clock. 
"Oh, crap! | need to get you kids to school." She then called toward 
the stairs. "Juni, you up yet?" 


"Yeah! But | really... don't want to be... right now!" My sister said, 
sounding a little strained and pausing to grunt as we heard coming 
down to the kitchen. "Ugh! | hate this thing!" Just when she walked in 
dressed in the same uniform as me, we were all surprised to find 
Juniper scratching herself like crazy to where she had to use the 
walls as leverage. 


"What's going on with you?" | asked, confused by this 
"Grrrrrr! It's already bad enough | have to go to that stupid school." 


Juniper said as she grit her teeth and kept scratching. "Now | have to 
wear these cheap school clothes which are as itchy as hell!" 


"Hmm..." Mom hummed as she walked over before using her magic 
to bring her over to her. 


"Huh? Hey!" My sister said, surprised by this. 


"Hold on, Juni. Let me try something." Mom told her before making a 
spell circle over her daughter before it went down over my scratching 
sister and disappeared on the floor. After it did, a few small flacks 
popped out from her uniform and my sister sighed in relief after it 
happened. "Yep, thought so." 


"What did you do?" | asked her, wondering what she did. 


"Cleaned her uniform of Itch Mites." Mom told me. "Had the same 
problem with my uniform a few times when | started myself." 
Grabbing her staff, she then started heading over to the door. "Now 
let's get going.” 


"Do | really have to go?" Juniper whined as her, me, and Luz 
followed Mom out of the house. 


"Oh, come on, sis." | said as | gave her a smile, putting a hand on 
my sister's shoulder. "It'll be great." 


"Yeah." Luz said as she backed me up. "We'll be able to hang out 
with our friends all while learning about magic all day long! Isn't that 
exciting?" 


as he exited out of the door with Luz coming up from right behind 
him happily putting a hand on his shoulder. 


"Yeah... exciting..." Juniper said, letting the words slowly sink into 
her. "Learning magic... that | already know..." 


"Juni?" Luz asked as Juniper's eyes widen in shock. 
"Nope! Can't do it!" Juniper yelled before she turned and ran for the 


door right before an energy lasso came in and caught her by the 
right leg, causing my sister to trip. 


"Oh, no, you don't!" Mom said as me and Luz turned to see her 
holding the end of the lasso. "I worked hard to get you into that 
school! You are going there whether you like it or not!" 


"Mom, no!" Juniper cried in defiance before quickly grabbing the 
edge of the doorway, pulling against Mom as she pulled on the lasso 
to try and pry her daughter off it. 


"Juni, come on!" | said as me, Luz, King, and Hooty joined in to help 
Mom pry my sister off of the door. "We agreed to attend Hexside! 
That's the deal Mom made with Bump!" 


"No! | don't wanna go! | don't wanna go! | don't wanna go!" The witch 
cried out while holding the entrance of the Owl House. 


[No one's view] 


From seeing her daughter refusing to leave the Owl House, Eda 
couldn't help but sigh in annoyance as this had reminded her of 
when she was Juniper's age. 


"Ugh! Now I know how my mom feels." The Owl Lady grumbled 
under her breath. 


[Ryuji] 


After a little while, we managed to get Juniper off the door and Mom 
put some magic restraints on her so she wouldn't get away as Mom 
gave us a ride to school on her staff. Juniper was not happy about 
this. 


"Come on, sis." | told my twin. "Mom did a lot to make sure us and 
Luz can be students. You know as much as | do that we have to see 
this through." 


"Mmm..." Hearing Luz's nervous hum, | turned around to see her 
stressing out. "We gotta go back! This was a mistake! I'm gonna 


mess things up again and everyone will see, and..." 


"Whoa! Luz, calm down." | said as | put a comforting hand on my 
friend's shoulder. 


"Yeah, what are you nervous about?" Mom put in. "You've been to 
school before." 


"That's why I'm nervous!" Luz told us. "I didn't make a good first 
impression back home. This is my chance to be seen as something 
other than a screw-up." 

"Well, | didn't make a good first impression in school either and who 
cares what people are gonna think?" | told her with a reassuring 
smile. "We already have friends there who think you're great." 
"Yeah, don't worry about what those dorks think." Her mentor said to 
my friend. "If you want my advice, walk into class and punch the first 
kid you see." 

"What? Why?" | asked her, confused by what she meant. 

"To establish dominance." She told me. 


"Mom, it's school, not prison." | said to her with a nonchalant 
expression. "None of us are gonna do that." 


"| would." Juniper commented, making Mom smirk. 
"See? Follow Juni's example." Mom told me. 
"We won't." | said. 


"And while I'm at it, will you just give this thing a chance, Juni?" Mom 
said to my sister. "We already talked about this." 


"Yeah, and a part of those talks went through one ear and out the 
other." Juniper bitterly said. 


"Juni, come on." | said to her, using a pleading tone. "All our friends 
will be there, including our cousins. Just give it a shot." 


"Fine." Juniper said with a groan of annoyance. 


"Thanks, sis." | said with a grateful smile as we then landed in front 
of Hexside, Mom taking the restraints off Juniper as her, me, and Luz 
got off the staff. 


"Okay, first things first: you two got your forms ready?" Mom asked 
us. 


"Right here! And we picked our tracks!" | told her as me and Juniper 
pulled out our registration forms. 


"Good." Mom said before she turned to Luz. "Last chance to back 
out. No shame in quitting. Even made you this." She then pulled out 
a hand-made patch that said "Quitter Badge". 


"Nah! That's okay." Luz told her mentor. "I'll just earn it when | quit 
showering. Bye!" She was about to head into the school... 


"Hold up!" Mom called out as she twist off her hand and threw it at 
Luz's head, making her apprentice turn around where | then used my 
magic to give her hand back. "Just... try not to be too much of a 
goody Luz-shoes." 


"Mom..." | said to her with a flat look. 


"I'm not doubting her. Just making sure she doesn't get hurt." Mom 
said as she screwed her hand back on. "There are gonna be plenty 
of doubters in there." She then looked at Luz with a smile. "But | 
know you got this." She then turned to me and Juniper. "Ryuji, go in 
there and show them what a Frank warlock can do." 


"Got it, Mom. | won't let you down." | said, causing her to pat me on 
the head. 


"That's my boy." Mom then gave me a kiss on the forehead, 
surprising me. "Good luck, kiddo." 


"Mom! Really?" | said as | got a blush, embarrassed that she did that 
while we were in front of the school. 


"Hey, this is the first time | get to see you off for the first day of 
school." Mom told me. "Couldn't miss my chance." After | groaned in 
embarrassment, she then turned to my twin. "Also Juni... break 
some faces." 


"Not exactly what a parent would tell their kid, but eh, I'll take it." My 
sister said with a blank face, shrugging her shoulders. 


"Thanks, Eda. In fact..." Luz said as she then pulled two sock 
puppets of her and my mom out of her pockets. "I have written a 
heartfelt sonnet to commemorate this occasion." 

"Whoops! A gust of wind just got me." Mom said as she was carried 
away by a sudden gust of wind. "Love you, Ryuji! Love you, Juni! 
See you all after school! Byeeee!" Just like that, Mom then made her 
way back to the Owl House. 


"You're gonna do great, kid'." Luz said with her sock puppet of the 
Owl Lady. "Thanks, Puppet Eda." 


"Please don't have one for me." Juniper whispered her prayer. 


"| even got one for you too, Juni." Luz said as she then pulled out 
said sock puppet. 


"And she does." | said as Luz swapped out the puppets. 
“Let's do our best today, guys'!" Luz said, imitating my sister's voice. 


"Well, at least Puppet Juni is more enthusiastic about this." | said, 
my sister sighing while holding her head up in the air. 


"Let's just get this over with." Juniper said as she then started her 
way over toward the school. 


"By the way, Luz," | said as me and Luz followed behind my sister, 
"you were kidding about the shower thing, right?" 


"Oh, yeah. Totally joking." She told me. "I'm not dumb enough to do 
that." 


Walking over to the school and past the large blue banner that said 
"Welcome, Students" in all capital letters, we saw a couple of 
banners that were hung up alongside the path, five on each side. 
Each of these banners bared the sigil of one of the ten covens along 
with the silhouette of a witch underneath the sigil. There were all 
sorts of students walking around the grounds, including one pair that 
was accompanied by an abomination holding a few books like the 
witch it belonged to. 


"Xander! Amity! Hey!" | greeted as the three of us walked over to the 
Duskerman and Blight. 


"Hello, Ryuji." Xander greeted back. "To you as well, Luz." 


"Walking around school with your girl, huh?" Juniper said, giving our 
cousin a teasing smile. 


"This is only part of having Amity as my betrothed, Juniper." Xander 
told her with a slight blush. "Anyway, well done on getting into the 
advanced class." 


"Yeah. Congrats on avoiding the baby class." Amity said with a smile, 
her abomination mimicking her movements. 


"Thanks, guys." | said with a grateful smile. 


"Yeah, thanks. Up top!" Luz said as me and her then put up our 
hands, causing Xander to high-five me and Amity to high-five Luz. 


Her abomination did a high-five too, only with my sister's face which 
left it covered in abomination goo. 


"Walk... away." Juniper angrily said as she lost her smile, both 
Xander and Amity catching onto the threat and did as my sister said 
with the abomination following them. With the two leaving, she then 
wiped the goo off her face. "Blech! | Know those two are supposed to 
be on our side now, but if | get slimed again, there will be 
bloodshed." 


"Easy there, Juni." | told my sister as we continued on toward the 
school. "It was an accident." 


"Hi, DK." Said a couple of student witches as the three of us walked 
by them, said witches smiling at me. 


"Hello, ladies." | greeted them before they started whispering to each 
other and | then noticed a lot of students looking at Juniper, most of 
them being warlocks who were specifically looking at her chest 
which pushed out a bit passed the cowl. "Uh, Juni? Do you notice all 
the people looking at you?" 


"Eh, | don't mind." Juniper told me as she then gained a proud smile. 
"Can't blame them for not seeing a witch as hot as me." All | could do 
was roll my eyes at my sister taking all of this with pride. 


"This is it, guys. Our first day at Hexside." Luz said as we stopped 
where the row of banners ended, looking at the school. "This my 
chance to discover my true magical potential." Holding her hands 
together, she then gained a sly smile as she turned her eyes to me. 
"And maybe meet a hot yet vulnerable upperclassman.” 


"Dream on!" Hearing that familiar voice, Luz lost her smile as we all 
looked to see King popping his head out of my backpack. 


"King?" | said, surprised by this. "What are you doing in my 
backpack?" 


"Hitching a ride. You three are my free ride to the best buffet in town! 
Nyah!" King said just as he hopped out of my bag and into a nearby 
trashcan, tossing out a half-eaten donut. "The trashcans here are 
filled with half-eaten gold!" 


"Okay." | told him before | walked away with Juniper and Luz. "If 
anyone asks, you don't know us." 


[No one's view] 


"Have a wonderful school day, person-I-don't-know!" King bid 
farewell before a voice spoke up. 


"Thanks. | really needed to hear that." Said an Abomination Track 
student who smiles at King, thinking the little demon was talking to 
him. 


[Ryuji] 


Walking over to the stairs, we found Willow and Gus there at the foot 
of them. 


"Ryuji! Luz!" The two said, happy to see us. 
"Hey, fellow Hexiolos!" Luz greeted them. 
"Hello, classmates." Willow greeted us with a wink. 


"Yeah, whatever." Juniper said with less enthusiasm than the rest of 
us. 


"Don't mind her." | told our friends. "My sister's just being a sourpuss 
that she's not being homeschooled anymore." 


"Well, either way, this is great! You guys did it!" Gus said right before 
he used a spell circle to summon capital letters that spelled out 
"BETTER LUCK NEXT TIME!", earning a glare from Willow. "Sorry, | 
was, uh... covering all my bases." 


"That's okay, Gus." | said before | noticed someone missing from our 
welcoming committee. "Hey, where's..." 


"Oh, Ryuji!" Called out a voice as | looked to see Gizi as she 
pounced me to the ground with a hug. 


"Gizi!" | said with a chuckle as my cousin hugged me. 


"Sorry, just so happy you and Luz are here!" Gizi said before she 
noticed my sister standing there. "Oh, it's great to see you here too, 
Juni." 


"Yeah, nice to see you too." Juniper said as me and Gizi then picked 
ourselves. 


"Nice to see you got plenty of friends here, cuz." Looking to the 
stairs, | watched as Cameron came stepping down, my older cousin 
dressed in uniform with orange sleeves. 


"Hey, Cam." | said, surprised by how he was dressed. "Why aren't 
you dressed for the Warriors Track?" 


"Oh, I'm not taking that. Warriors Track wasn't really my thing." 
Cameron told me. "Beast-Keeping is more my jam." 


"So do you know who those witches and warlocks are?" Willow 
asked, gesturing to the nine banners behind me and the girls. 
"Those are the heads of the Main Ten Covens. Each one excelled at 
a magic school like Glandus, Saint Epiderm, and-of course- 
Hexside." 


"| see." | said before | noticed the banner for the Warriors Coven, the 
warlock silhouette having a glazed look in the eye. "I take it that's 
your dad on the Warriors Coven banner, Cam?" 


"Yeah, that's my pops. Never takes a break from working with the 
coven." Cameron said, losing his smile at seeing the banner before 


getting back as he turned to me. "So are you guys prepared to enter 
these hallowed halls?" 


"Not really." Juniper bluntly said, earning an elbow from me. 
"Well, that's what we're about to find out." | told him. 


"Then follow me. I'll take ya to Bump's office so you can get your 
tracks sorted out." Cameron said as he then turned and headed 
inside the school and me and the girls followed him. 


[No one's view] 


"See you on the other side, friends!" Luz said to the trio at the stairs 
as she and the twins followed Cameron inside the school. 


"See you later!" Gus said as he then summoned more letters that 


spelled out "GOODBYE FOREVER", causing Willow to glare at him 
again while Gizi gives him a sad expression. "Yeah, | suck at this." 


[Ryuji] 


After walking through the halls for a while, we all finally came to a 
stop at one door. 


"Okay, here we are." Cameron said to us, motioning to the door. 
"Bump's right behind this door." 


"Thanks, Cam." | told him with a grateful smile. 
"No probs. Later, gator." Cameron said as he then left. 


| was about to knock on the door when | overheard a voice from 
behind it. With it not sounding like Bump, | listen carefully to what 
was being said. 


"A terrible development at Glandus High School!" Said the voice 
where | realized it was a news report. "Students and teachers were 


found unconscious and without magic. According to witnesses, the 
school was undergoing an inspection when they were suddenly 
attacked. As to who or what is responsible for this attack remains 
unknown as the students and teachers try to recover." 


"Ha! Take that, Glandus!" | heard Bump say, the old warlock 
sounding very pleased by this. "Looks like this year's Grudgby match 
is going to be a forfeit." Though this sounded like a concern, | 
pushed it aside and knocked on the door. "Come in." With that, me 
and the girls then walked in, Bump smiling at the sight of us. "Ah, 
here are my new students." 


"Hiya, Princy-B! Can | call you that?" Luz said to him. 


"Absolutely not. Now then," Bump said, "today, we'll be visited by the 
Emperor's Coven for a routine inspection." 


"Wait, the Emperor's Coven is coming here?" | asked, shocked by 
this. 


"Not to worry. It is only a single member certified as an inspector. | 
highly doubt they would recognize you." Bump told me. "If we want 
to impress them, you'll need to set you with your coven tracks before 
they arrive. Ryuji, Juniper, your registration forms." With that, both 
me and Juniper gave him the forms and he looked them over. "Huh. 
Beast-Keeping, Bard, and Construction." He then lifted his head to 
look at my sister. "Huh. These were the same tracks your uncle 
picked. It truly seems you inherited more from your father than | 
realized, Juniper." 


"You want to take the Construction Track, sis?" | said, surprised by 
this as my twin seemed more destructive than constructive. 


"| don't just break stuff, bro." Juniper said right before Bump created 
a spell circle, her cowl changing and cuff changing from gray to black 
and the white being replaced with sections of orange, red, and 
brown. 


"Now let's see what tracks you chose, Ryuji." Bump said as he 
placed my sister's form on his desk before picking up a cup of coffee 
he had and taking a sip as he looked at my form, his eyes widening 
in shock right before he did a spit-take right to the side which took 
me and the girls by surprise. 


"Principal Bump, are you okay?" | asked as he coughed while 
recovering. 


"Yes, I'm fine. Just got a little surprised is all." Bump said as he held 
my form in front of him. "Ryuji, correct me if I'm wrong, but you want 
to take all nine tracks along with the Warriors Track?" 


"Yep." | told him. "Why? Is there a problem?" 


"No, not at all." He said. "While | expected you wanting to take both 
Abominations and Potions, I'm surprised that you want to participate 
in all the tracks, especially considering you're already skilled in so 
many already." 


"| know, but | only know what my dad was able to teach me. There 
might be more to learn about each type of magic than what | know 
and | want to reach my full potential in every part. As such, | want to 
learn all that | can about the magic being taught her, both the kind | 
already know and the kind | don't know." 


"| see. And are you sure you can handle it?" 
"I won't know if | don't try, right?" 


"Very well." With a spell circle, Bump then changed my cowl and cuff 
from gray to black and the white section filled with lines of magenta, 
red, orange, brown, blue, light blue, purple, green, and yellow. "Like 
father, like son, | Suppose." He then turned to Luz. "Now, Ms. 
Noceda, let us get you in a coven track. Until you can show any skills 
required for it, | can't place you in the Warriors Track." 


"That's okay. | get it." Luz said as she pulled out a rolled-up paper. 
"I've actually made my own schedule." She then rolled it out and | 
was surprised to see it go out over Bump's desk, the principal was 
just as surprised as he looked at it. "First, Vet Care for Mythical 
Beasts, then Healing and Dealing, and then after lunch..." She then 
stopped as Bump laughed. 


"Studying multiple tracks at once? No one does that, unless they're 
in the Warriors track." Bump said to her. 


"Then I'll be the first one not of the Warriors Track to do it." Luz told 
him. "Sure, it's a little crazy, but | think | can do it." 


"No, you won't." Bump said, getting serious as he then held up a rule 
book with Emperor's Coven sigil on it. "According to the rules, a 
good witch needs to hocus-focus. l'm sorry, but for us to pass the 
inspection, you can only pick one of the other nine tracks." He then 
point to the track banners above him. "And you do not want to 
embarrass me in front of the inspector." 


"What?" | said, shocked by this. "Just because of an inspection, 
you're making Luz choose a track?" 


"Yeah, | thought you said you weren't a stooge." Juniper said with 
the same glare | had. 


"I'm sorry, but passing this inspection will mean a great donation for 
Hexside." Bump told us. "Considering recent events, we could use 
it." 


"But all the tracks are so cool!" Luz said, unable to make choice from 
the tracks. "Isn't there something that could sort this out for me?" 


"Yeah, like some sort of enchanted article of clothing that can tell her 
which track she belongs in?" 


"Guys, this isn't Harry Potter ." Juniper bluntly told me and Luz. 
"They don't have a hat that does that." 


"Actually, we do." Bump told us. "But I'm afraid we can't use it." 
"Why not?" | asked him. 


"Well, while it had been useful in helping sort students into their 
proper tracks." Bump said with a grim look. "But we had to stop 
using it as it... kept trying to eat the students we placed it on." From 
hearing that, | shuddered from imagining Bump putting on a witch 
hat on a kid only for the hat to chomp on their head. 


"Yeah, nice way to reinsure the parents this place is totally safe." 
Juniper sarcastically said, making Bump frown at her. 


"| don't know if | can choose just one." Luz said, sounding very 
hesitant with her choice. 


"Then I'll choose one for you." Bump said as he got up to stand next 
to her before he traced his finger through the banners. "Eeny, 
meeny, miny, moe!" He then lands on the yellow banner of the 
Potions Track. "Ah, yes! The Potions Track. You humans are filled 
with liquids, right?" Bump casts a spell that changes the tunic and 
cowl of Luz's uniform to the standard greys and the sleeves and 
leggings to yellow. 


"Well, | guess | have always liked pouring things into other things." 
Luz said with a smile. 


"Good." Bump said as he then used a spell circle to turn her cowl 
black and her sleeves and leggings yellow. "Now | expect you all to 
be on your best behavior, better than the other times you came 
here." He then looked over at a corkboard that had pictures of the 
aftermaths from mine and the girls' visits to Hexside along with a bill 
on the damages and a chart that showed just how much paying for 
them had cost the school. "Based on the costly repairs from recent 
incidents, we could really use a donation from the Emperor's Coven." 
With a spell circle, we all then watched as a couple of letters floated 
up and flew out the door into the halls. "I've informed your assigned 
teachers for today of you so they'll be expecting you." He then 


handed us some papers which had different classes listed on them. 
"And here are your schedules." 


"Yes! | got Warriors Track first!" Juniper said with a proud smile. 
"Looks like being in Hexside won't be so bad." 


"Wait, this is only for four tracks." | said to Bump. "Where are the 
rest?" 


"Well, that will have to be up to how it will be settled with the other 
teachers." Bump told me. "Hopefully, there won't be another fight 
amongst them." 


"Fight?" | asked, confused by this. 


"Well, you are the first Frank to attend Hexside in decades. It only 
stands to reason that they all would want you attending their 
classes." Bump explained to me. "This eventually leads to them 
squabbling over which one of them gets to have you and for which 
days. Nevertheless, after today, I'll have the rest of your weekly 
schedule ready for you." 


"Okay then." | said before | then looked to the first class on the list 
before looking over to see the one on Luz's list. "Looks like you and 
me have the same first period class, Luz." 


"Yes, | thought it would be best for your friend to have you 
accompany her for her first class in magic." Bump told us. 


“Thanks, Principal Bump." | said with a grateful smile. 
"Anytime. Now off you go." Bump said and we all then left his office. 


"See ya after fighting class, DK!" Juniper proudly said as we split off 
with her going by herself. 


"Well, time to see what the Potions Track Is like." | said as me and 
Luz then walked off to our first class. 


[No one's view] 


After the three teens left, Bump was taken by surprise as he heard 
someone scream which he recognized in an instant. 


"The Choosy Hat! It broke free!" He said as he looked out the 
window and saw a student running around with a brown witch's hat 
on them with flaps latch onto their head. 


[Ryuji] 


After walking for a while, me and Luz managed to get to our first 
class of the day: Potions 101. Just from entering the room, the 
teacher got all ecstatic, no doubt mostly with seeing | was attending 
her class. 


"Welcome to the new semester! My name is Professor Avilia." the 
teacher said to the class. "I'm only saying this as it seems we have 
some new students! Please welcome, Ryuji Frank and Luz Noceda." 


"Uh, hi. Glad to be here." | greeted them, the whole class exclaiming 
in Surprise and awe, the girl students there smiling at me. 


"Go ahead. Take any seats you like." Professor Avilia told us before 
she spoke to the class, me and Luz then took seats at a desk in the 
second row close to the window. "Okay, enough drabbling. Let's get 
stirring! Today, we'll make fog brew." After pulling out a potion bottle, 
she then threw it to the ground and disappeared in a puff of purple 
smoke before reappearing in front of her desk. "Begin!" 


"Fog brew. Sounds easy enough." | said as | opened the textbook on 
the table, found the page for the fog brew recipe, and grabbed one of 
the vials from nearby before pouring it into the cauldron. "This is fun, 

right?" 


"Yeah, potions are fun." Luz said, trying to hide her disappointment 
behind a smile. "I can spend the rest of my life studying this." 


"Luz, | Know this isn't what you wanted, but just try to bear with it." | 
told her, trying to make her feel better. "Bump's only having you take 
this track because of the inspection. After it's over, I'm sure Bump will 
hear you out and let you take other tracks." 


"Yeah, you're probably right." Luz said, showing me a more genuine 
smile. "It's only for today, right?" 


"That's the spirit!" | said with a proud smile. "Okay, you stir and I'll put 
in the ingredients." | then looked to the recipe. "Let's see what's 
next." 


[No one's view] 


Unknown to Ryuji, Luz's attention was soon taken away from him as 
Luz hears some explosions and looks out the window to see Willow 
and an Oracle Track student facing off as wind blows through the 
area. 


"The Oracle Track!" Luz said as the Oracle Track student pulls out a 
crystal ball from which a mummy-like spirit pops out of before Willow 
traces a spell circle that she slams on the ground where a 
carnivorous flower grows out of the ground and hisses at the spirit. 
"The Plant Track!" With the two charging at one another to fight, Luz 
was excited and in awe beyond belief as she pawed at the window. 
"Wow!" 


"Luz? Luz!" Ryuji called out, snapping Luz out of her trance and 
making her turn around to see the cauldron overflowing with yellow 
suds, Professor Avilia looking at her with an unamused look on her 
face. 


"Oh, sorry!" Luz said with an embarrassed smile as she then started 
stirring, getting the contents to stop overflowing with suds. After the 
teacher leaves, Luz then shudders a bit from the position she was in 
as she managed to make a bad impression on her teacher in class. 


[Ryuji] 


After a while of potion-making, the bell soon rang to mark the end of 
first period, only using a normal bell jingle instead of screaming. 


"Ooh, boy! Stirring is the pits." Luz said as we walked out of the 
classroom with our classmates, rotating her shoulder to loosen it up 
from all that stirring. 


"Yeah. It's a good thing we took turns with the stirring." | said, 
massaging my sore shoulder. "But man! My dad did that for three 
years?" 


"Okay, what else is on the schedule for today?" Luz said as she then 
pulled out her schedule and looked to the other classes under 
Potions 101, my friend becoming disappointed as she saw they were 
all potions classes with the other three being Potions for Beginners, 
Potions in Motion, and Potions ‘Till and After Death. "Oh, man! I'm 
sorry, elbow." 


"Don't worry, Luz." | told her, trying to cheer her up. "It's only for 
today." 


"Easy for you to say. You're taking different tracks." 


"Yeah, and after today, I'm sure you'll be too. Just bear with it and | 
promise it will all be worth it." 


"Thanks, DK." Luz then gave me her usual smile. "What do you have 
next?" 


| then took a look at my schedule. "Looks like | got Bard Track." With 
this, | then started heading toward my Bard Track class and waved 
to Luz. "Later, Luz. Good luck with potions and I'll see you at lunch." 


"Bye, DK! And good luck learning Bard Magic!" Luz waved back at 
me as | left. 


[No one's view] 


As soon as Ryuji is out of sight, Luz then loses her smile and sighs 
in disappointment as she looks down at her schedule. Looking up, 
Luz then watches as the Oracle Track student she saw battling with 
Willow walked to a cabinet full of crystal balls like the one she used 
and placed hers into it before walking away, 


"A crystal ball. Maybe it can show me if I'm on the right track." Luz 
said before she put up a hand, resisting the temptation of using the 
magic item. "No, don't be tempted! It's your first day. Make a good 
impression." Closing her eyes, she turned away with her arms 
crossed but opens one eye as she couldn't rid herself of the urge 
towards using the crystal ball. 


[Ryuji] 


As soon as | turned the corner, | heard some groaning and saw 
Juniper walking down the hall ahead of me with her head down. 
Wanting to know how the Warriors Track was, | rushed right over to 
her. 


"Hey, Juni. How was... Aah!" | said just as my sister lifted her head 
and | saw the tired look in her eyes, my twin looking half-dead. 
"Whoa! Juni, what happened? You look like a zombie." 


"Warriors Track." Juniper told me with a look of disappointment. 
"Turns out you need to know some nerd stuff to be in the cool 
fighting class." 


"And you didn't meet the requirement?" | asked her. 


"No. Failed the pop quiz | got and was put into the lame nerd class. 
Teacher said | can't go to the fighting class unless | pass some 
stupid test in the nerd class." 


"Juni, what did you expect? Sure, the Warriors Track lets you fight 
people, but it's still a school class. Knowledge is just part of the 
whole thing." 


"Yeah, that's what | hate about it. Ugh! | can't do that the whole time!" 


"Pull yourself together, sis. We're doing this for Luz. She's been 
dreaming of this her whole life. We can't let her down." 


"Yeah, yeah. | know. By the way, how's Luz handling things? You 
know, seeing how she's stuck in the Potions Track." 


"Well, she has some dislike of it, but she's willing to put up with it for 
today until the inspection is over." 


"And you just took her word for it? How do you know she isn't 
already tired of potions?" 


"Oh, come on, Juni. She's only gone through one class." 
"Yeah, one of four of the same kind of class." 


"Come on, have a little faith in her. Luz has grown more of a 
tolerance to things. Don't you remember how she wanted to leave 
the Isles the first time she got here?" 


"Yeah, but she only got comfortable because we were there to help 
her, remember?" 


"Still, it takes a lot more than one class of stirring up potions to make 
her rethink things. She's got determination." 


"You're not wrong there." 


"Exactly. Now stop worrying and let's just continue with our day. By 
the way, which class do you have next?" 


"Oh, that?" Juniper then took a look at her schedule. "Says here | got 
Beginning Bard Arts." 


"Oh, me too? Guess we'll be in the same class together. Let's get 
going then." 


"Yeah, right behind ya." Juniper said as we started walking toward 
our Bard Track class. "You still think Luz won't try something? You 
know how she wants to take every track here at this place." 


"Yeah, I'm sure. It's only the first day. How much trouble could she 
get into?" 


[No one's view] 


Unknown to the twins, Luz had walked over to the closet and was 
now looking at one of the crystal balls in anticipation. 


"One little peek into my future wouldn't hurt." Luz said as she then 
grabbed the ball in front of her, a little ghost popping out of it. 
"Whoa!" 


"You will be in trouble very soon." The ghost said to her. 


"Wow!" Luz said before she realized what the spirit said to her. "Wait, 
what'd you say?" 


"Ahem!" Hearing someone clearing their throat, Luz then turned to 
see Principal Bump standing there and giving her a disapproving 
look. 


"Principal Bump!" Luz said before she remembered she still had the 
crystal ball in her hands and quickly placed it back in the closet, the 
ghost disappearing. "I can explain! I..." 


"| don't want to hear it. You were trying to learn from other tracks." 
Bump said as he then grabbed Luz by the arm and began dragging 
her through the halls. "That is in violation of the rules." 


"But | wasn't studying other subjects! |, uh... fog brew!" Luz said as 
she brought out one of the potions she made in class with Ryuji and 
smashed it onto the floor making, a bit of fog but not the amount she 
wanted. "Yeah. | figured that wouldn't work." Hearing a rattle, Luz 


looks over to see King pop his head out of a nearby trashcan. "King, 
vouch for me!" 


"Uh, right! | don't Know you!" The little demon said, doing exactly 
what Ryuji told him to earlier that morning and earning a glare from 
the human girl as Principal Bump continues to drag her away. 


After walking for a while, Principal Bump stops at a classroom door 
which had bars on its window before he opens the door and shoves 
Luz into the room where the teacher looks up from his scroll as the 
three students present turn to glance over to the door to see her. The 
students an average-looking warlock with scruffy brown hair and 
brown eyes, what appeared to be an orange dog with a human-like 
face and dark orange tufts of air and his two ears pointed upward 
with a small gold hoop earring on his right ear along with blues eyes 
and a pair of black, square-framed glasses, and a witch with brown 
hair that had four weft bangs that were held together in a messy bun 
by a dark orange hair tie and green eyes with one lash on top and 
one lash on the bottom. The ominous atmosphere filled Luz with 
fear. 


"What is this place?" Luz asked in a fearful tone. 


"This is the place where all troublemakers go." Bump answered as 
he made a spell circle, Luz's sleeves and leggings turning from 
yellow to dark gray. "The Detention Track." 


Luz gasped in shock from hearing this before screaming out in 
dismay. "Nooooo!" 


[Ryuji] 


After walking for a while, both me and Juniper finally made it to our 
Bard Track class Beginning Bard Arts where we met our teacher 
Mrs. Lantos. Since me and my sister were new, she had the whole 
class. She decided to start with me and | decided to sing one song 
commonly known in my family. 


You are the ocean's gray waves, 
Destined to seek, 

Life beyond the shore, 

Just out of reach. 

Yet the waters ever change, 
Flowing like time. 

The path is yours to cliiiimb. 


Finishing my song, | earned a roar of applause from my classmates, 
bowing to them as to give them a silent thanks. 


"Well done, Ryuji." Mrs. Lantos said with me with an impressed smile 
as she gave me an applause as well. "That was beautiful. | see you 
have your father's love for singing. | hope to hear more of your songs 
in class." 


"Thank you, Mrs. Lantos." | gratefully said to her before | then went 
back to my seat in the front row on the right. 


"Okay, Juniper, you're up." Mrs. Lantos said as | sat down. 
"Good luck, sis." | said to my twin with a smile. 


"Oh, | don't need luck." Juniper said as she then walked up and 
stood beside Mrs. Lantos' desk, turning to face me and our 
classmates who all had their eyes on her with most of them being 
warlocks who liked my sister's appearance. "Okay, now I'm gonna 
show you guys something which you never heard of, a little 
something from the human realm that is awesome. | give to you..." 
Using her Construction Magic in a spell circle, my sister then made 
an electric guitar appear in her hands, "rock!" Making a magic pick 
appear in one hand, she began to shred on her guitar and gained a 
confident smile on her face as she got into it. 


Everybody was surprised by this, even our teacher who actually fell 
out of her seat when my sister started playing. While | don't think that 
her guitar solo was appropriate for this class, | can't say that she 
wasn't good. The way she was playing that guitar was really epic. By 
the time she was finished, the whole class was silent for a moment 
before they all roared out and cheered, all of them loving my sister's 
guitar playing with some actually standing up from their seats. They 
kept on cheering for a moment before Mrs. Lantos got up from the 
floor and spoke. 


"Alright, students, settle down. Settle down." She said before she 
recomposed herself, the class doing so with those who stood up 
sitting back down. 


"Well, what'd ya thinking?" Juniper asked our teacher, feeling proud 
of herself. "That was awesome, right?" 


"That was... fine strumming." Mrs. Lantos said while clearing her 
throat. "But | must ask that you play music more suited for class, 
something with a proper volume." 


"What? You want me to turn it down?" My sister asked in disbelief. 


"I'm only asking that you only play music that can be pleasing for all 
ears to hear. We don't want to blow any eardrums out, now do we?" 


With a groan of annoyance, my sister made her guitar disappear 
before she went back and sat down beside me, crossing her arms as 
Mrs. Lantos called the next student in our class up. 


"Hey, don't take it too hard, sis." | said as | gently put a hand on her 
shoulder, trying to cheer her up. "Not many people are used to 
modern music in the human realm." 


"Yeah, especially Mrs. Lantos." Hearing that new voice, both me and 
my sister turned with surprise to find one lone warlock about our age 
sitting behind us. Seeing his crazy, wild red hair and the black rings 
around his brown eyes, the guy kinda looked like a redhead 


Beetlejuice. His sleeves and leggings were red to show he was a 
Bard Track student. "Don't take it personally. She's an old-school 
bard, doesn't really have much taste for the new stuff. Nice riffs by 
the way. First time I've ever seen anybody in this class get up on 
their feet." 


"Hey, thanks." Juniper said as she gained a smile. "At least 
somebody knows what good music sounds like." 


"You and me both." The warlock said before he held out his hand to 
us. "Miguel MacSoula-Bane." 


"Ryuji." | said as | shook hands with him, returning his smile. 


"Juni." My sister said as she then shook hands with him for a brief 
moment before she broke the shake. 


"Yeah, | know. Everybody in school knows about the twin kids of Axel 
Frank." Miguel told us. "Though | wasn't expecting one of them to be 
a rocker." 


"Yeah, well, me and DK only wanted to show how we're both fit for 
the Warriors Track." Juniper told him. 


"Yeah, | also heard that you have a human friend who tried out for 
class." Miguel said. "Though | haven't been seeing her around.” 


"Oh, Luz? She's in the Potions Track." Juniper said. 

"Potions Track?" Miguel was surprised by this. "I thought that, 
considering she's tried out with you guys, she would be in the 
Warriors Track." 


"Well, she did want to take more than one track." | told him. 
"Unfortunately, Bump's not letting her because of this inspection 
that's going on today." 


"Woof! Must be rough for her then." Miguel said to me. 


"Yeah, but I'm sure she's fine." 


"Sure about that, bro?" Juniper said to me. "Being stuck making 
potions isn't exactly the best for anybody, especially with the stirring." 


"Of course." | told my twin. "It's just for one day. I'm sure she's doing 
her best to bear with things and keep out of trouble until the 
inspection is over." 


[No one's view] 


Back with Luz, she was still in disbelief that Principal Bump had 
taken her out of the Potions Track and placed her into the Detention 
Track. 


"Detention Track? But this can't be possible!" Luz said, shocked by 
this. "l-I thought |..." 


"Yes. Actual detention still needs... repairs. In the meantime, | am 
keeping all troublemakers far away from the eyes of the inspector." 
Principal Bump said as he then turned around and started to walk 
away. "You may try for a new track next year." 


"But I'll be back in the human world by then!" Luz told him. 


"Maybe you'll do better in human school." He said in a cold tone as 
he turned around to give her a cold, hard look before closing the 
door behind him. 


Being left to fend for herself in this very awkward situation, Luz then 
walks to a seat next to the only witch present in the class. 


"Hello, fellow detentioners. Room for one more?" Luz said as she 
took her seat, the trio simply ignoring her. Luz looks around in 
silence a bit before she spoke to the witch. "I like the little spikies in 
your hair." 


"Hey!" Said the six-eyed teacher while looking at his scroll. "You all 
better be quiet, unless you want to scrub the classroom again." 


"Hey, don't blame any of them!" Luz said to him, standing up from 
her seat and surprising the trio. "I'm the one that started talking!" 


"Oh, hurray. A hero." He sarcastically said before making a mop and 
bucket appear in Luz's hands. 


"Aw, crap." Luz cursed as she walked off to start scrubbing the 
classroom. 


Unknown to her, as she walked off, the witch she was sitting next to 
watches and smiles at the human girl as she was touched by 
someone standing up for her. 


Out in the hallway, King is seen walking up to a trashcan next to a 
classroom, the little demon continuing to search for whatever food he 
could find. 


"Time to scrounge through the trash." King said before he jumped 
headfirst into the trashcan, finding an empty box of donuts with rings 
of frosting on it which he then started to lick. 


"That's it! I'm sick of Someone eating all the donuts in the teacher's 
lounge!" Said an angry voice which catches his attention. "I quit!" 
Having a tie tossed onto his head, King tries to take it off, but ends 
up knocking the trashcan over and sending himself rolling into a 
classroom while wearing the tie. 


"Are you our substitute?" A male student questioned as he and his 
classmates looked at King. 


"Substitute? | ain't no desk jockey." King said to him. 


"Look at his professional-looking tie! He must be!" Another male 
student said. 


"Nyah! Can it, Fangs!" King said as he jumped onto the desk and 
looked directly at the student. "You don't know diddly dang about 
squiddly squat!" 


"Uh, yes, sir! Sorry, sir!" the student apologized, giving King a bow. 


"Obedience? Well, what is a teacher if not an authority figure? A king 
of children, if you will." King said as he ran to the front of the room, 
feeling joy and delight from seeing this. "Yes! | am your teacher! You 
may call me Mr. King!" After looking at them all in annoyance, King 
clapped a bit before the whole class applaud, brightening King up as 
he was enjoying the power of authority he was getting today. 


[Ryuji] 


After class, me and Juniper then headed off to lunch with our new 
friend Miguel where we had a talk with him and learned a little bit 
more from him, much like how he came to know human realm music 
after dropping by our mom's stand. 


"So wait, you actually listen to music from the human realm?" | 
asked him, surprised by this. 


"Yeah. That one weekend changed my life." Miguel said before he 
pulled out a CD case and held it to us. "If it wasn't for your mom's 
shop, | never would've known humans had such great bands." 


"Big Time Rush?" | said as | saw which band was on the cover and 
tried my best to hold a chuckle. "You like a boy band?" 


"What? They're awesome!" Miguel told me. "When | heard their 
music, | knew | wante to try and make music just like it." With that, 
Miguel took a deep breath and sang a bit. 

Go and shake it up! 


What ya got to lose? 


Go and make your life, 

With the life you choose! 

If you want it all, 

Lay it on the line! 

It's the only life you got, 

So you got to live it big time! 

"Whoa! Nicely done." | said, impressed by how well he sang. 


"Yeah, got some good pipes there, Miguel." Juniper added, just as 
impressed. 


"Thanks. First compliment | got for it." Miguel said as he accepted 
the compliments. "Oh, | always wanted to sing songs like that to 
people." 


"Why don't ya?" Juniper asked him. 


"| tried, but it didn't go so well." Miguel said as he lost his smile. 
"Same reason | don't do it in class. If | played this in class, they 
would probably think | was nothing but a joke." 


"Well, you never know unless you try." | told him, giving him a 
reassuring smile. "And even if there are some people who don't like 
it, it doesn't mean there aren't any who do. | mean, me and Juni like 
it." 


"Yeah, don't be afraid to do what you like." Juniper added. "Whether 
people like it or not, that is the music you choose to play and you 
shouldn't let anybody tell you different." 


“Thanks, guys. Really." Miguel said as he regained his smile. "Never 
met anybody as nice as you guys before." 


"You think we're nice, wait till you meet Luz." Juniper told him. 


"Yeah, speaking of which, where is she?" | said as | noticed she 
wasn't around. "I thought she would be here by now." 


"Oh, Ryuji!" Hearing that familiar cry, | then regained my smile as | 
used my magic to catch and gently seat a cheerful Gizi next to 
Miguel who was surprised to see her. 


"Nice to see you too, Gizi." | said to her. 


"Hey, guys." Gus greeted us as we then watched as him and Willow 
came and took a seat at the table with Willow sitting next to Juniper 
and Gus sitting next to Gizi. 


"Hey, Gus. Hey, Willow." | greeted my friends. 
"How's your first day been going?" Gus asked us. 
"Pretty good so far." | told him. 


"Well, it got better once | got into Bard class." Juniper said as she 
lost her smile and gave a grim look. "Warriors class was boring as 
hell." 


"Don't mind her." | told my friends. "She just got in a mood because 
she's been put into a study class in the Warriors Track and has to 
take a test before she can do any fighting. Guess Luz bumped into 
you guys on her way to the cafeteria, huh?" 


"No, we haven't seen Luz." Willow asked as she, Gus, and Gizi 
looked at me with confusion. "We thought she was with you." 


"| haven't seen Luz since Potions class." | told them. "That's weird. 
She should be here." 


"Come on, let's go look for her." Juniper said as she got up, all of us 
doing the same as we then followed her and started searching for 
Luz. 


[No one's view] 


Back at the Detention Room, while her teacher was sleeping, Luz 
was polishing the bars on the windows when she spots a teacher 
who resembled a humanoid spider with four arms and eyes walking 
past the window with younger witches following her as they walked 
around outside. 


"Alright, kids. Who wants to go on a field trip to the astral planes?" 
She said, getting multiple excited responses before they all walked 
away. 


"| do." Luz said in a sad tone, wishing she didn't end up in the state 
she was in. 


"Luz!" Hearing a familiar voice called out to her, Luz turned to see 
Ryuji along with Juniper, Willow, Gus, Gizi, and Miguel rushing over 
to the window she was at. 


"Ryuji!" Luz happily said she got a squeezing hold of her hybrid 
friend's face by his cheeks. "Oh, my gosh! | missed you so much!" 


"Missed you too, Luz." Ryuji said to her. 
"Uh, does she do stuff like this?" Miguel asked, confused by this. 
"Yeah, pretty much." Juniper plainly told him. 


"Oh, yeah." Ryuji said as Luz then let go of him, the hybrid motioning 
to the Bard. "Luz, this is Miguel. Me and Juni met him in Bard class." 


"Hey." Miguel casually greeted her. 


"Luz, what's going on?" Ryuji asked his human friend. "Why are you 
still in class?" 


"Yeah, and what happened to your uniform?" Juniper added, noticing 
Luz's new gray sleeves and leggings. 


"I'm stuck here for the whole day." Luz said with depression. 
"Principal Bump put me in the Detention Track." 


"Detention Track?!" the twins said in unison, both of them shocked 
by this. 


"Why are you in there?" Ryuji asked. 

"Bump caught me mixing magic." She answered in an upset tone. 
"Luz, | told you to stay out of trouble." Ryuji said to him. 

"| Know and I'm sorry." Luz said to him. "Please, you gotta help me 
break out. Principal Bump says | can't try out for any track fora 
year." 

"Don't worry. We'll get you out, dead or alive!" Gus said, Willow and 
Gizi glancing at him with the Plant Track witch shaking her head and 
disproving his choice of words. "Okay. Alive." 


"Aw, you guys." Luz smiled upon hearing her friend's words before 
she lost her smile as Ryuji spoke up. 


"Hold on, we can't do that." 
"What?!" The group said to him in disbelief. 


"Look, as much as | don't like the fact that Luz isn't gonna be givena 
second chance to learn magic, we can't just break her out of 
Detention Track." Ryuji told them. "She's already in enough trouble 
as it is. We do that, it'll only make things worse." 


"Ryuji..." Luz said in disbelief. 


"Luz, | don't like this any more than you do, but you can't afford to 
get into any more trouble. You have to be better than that." Ryuji told 
her. "Look, after school, I'll go and talk to Bump to see if | can get 
him to give you another chance. l'm sure once we pass the 


inspection, he'll be open to letting you try again. Maybe even let you 
take more than one track." 


"But what if he doesn't? What if he'll never let me learn magic here?" 
Luz said with worry. "What if..." 


"Luz, you are going to go to school here." Ryuji said to her, putting a 
hand over hers. "You already worked so hard to get this far and I'm 
not gonna let you get kicked out. You deserve to be here. I'll get you 
a second chance at this." 


"You promise?" Luz asked with hope in her eyes. 
"| promise." Ryuji said with a smile. 


"Ryuji..." With tears in her eyes, Luz then grabbed Ryuji and hugged 
him through the bars. "Ryuji!" 


"Luz, you're pressing me against the bars!" Ryuji told her. 


"Whoops! Sorry!" Luz said as she then let go, giving him an 
apologetic smile. 


"It's fine." Ryuji told her with a smile right before they heard a chair 
squeak. 


"But, I'm better than this. 
"It's the teacher! Gotta go!" Luz said to her. 


"Okay. Hang in there, Luz." Ryuji said before he and the others then 
left. 


After they left, Luz then turned around and saw the witch she stood 
up for earlier standing behind her. 


"It's you!" Luz said with a gasp of surprise. 


"Shh!" The witch said as she pointed to their teacher who was 
snoring as he continued to sleep. She then gestures for Luz to follow 
her before the two went to the chalkboard and the witch draws a 
square with a keyhole in the center of it. Placing the chalk on the 
keyhole and turning it like a key, the square glows and swings open, 
revealing a passageway behind the board. 


"Whoa." Luz said, surprised by this before the witch climbs through 
the hole and then helps Luz through it before it closes behind them. 
"What is this place?" 


"This is the last room you'll ever see alive." The witch said ina 
threatening tone. 


"Viney, knock it off." Hearing a voice, the two girls turned to see 
Cameron walk up from behind the witch girl. "You're scaring her." 


"Cameron?" Luz asked, surprised to find Cameron there with them. 


"Hey, Luz. Sorry about the scare." Cameron said to her. "Viney likes 
to mess with people." 


"It's cool." Luz said, waving it off. "So you two know each other?" 


"Sorta." Viney said to her. "Thanks for standing up for me and the 
boys back there. Not many people would do that." 


"Sure. No problem." Luz said to her. 


"Well, this just earned you special access." Cameron said as they 
then walked over to a nearby door. 


"Access? Access to what?" Luz asked. 


"Access to this." Cameron said as he then opened the door and they 
walked through. "Luz, welcome to the Hall of Secret Shortcuts!" 


"Whoa!" Luz said as she then looked in awe at a tower-like room 
with a spiral ramp ascending upward along with doors and windows 


covering the walls, floor, and ceiling she was in. "This is amazing! Do 
you guys hang out here?" 


"Not just us." Viney said. "Hey, Jerbo! Barcus! You can stop hiding 
now!" 


"How do we know she's cool, man?" Said the average-looking 
warlock from the Detention Track as he and the canine student from 
the classroom popped their heads out of an opening door. "How do 
we know she won't turn us in?" 


"She won't turn us in, Jerbo. | promise." Cameron told the warlock. 
"Barcus, back me up her." Barcus only barked in response, giving his 
answer. "See? She's cool." Cameron then turned to Luz. "Barcus 
says your aura is strong and silly, like a baby's laughter." 


"Welcome!" Jerbo said with a smile. 


"Aah! | love secret rooms!" Luz squealed excitedly. "Where do the 
doors go?" 


"Just watch." Cameron said as he walked up a nearby door, the two 
poking their heads out from a nearby locker where they see Xander 
and Amity walking with each other through the hallway. 


"So, you two go to the same school now. That doesn't change 
anything." Amity said to the Duskerman who only gave a sigh. 


"| know. It just doesn't seem like something | could get used to." 
Xander said before his brother and Luz went back to the room, 
shutting the door which gets the attention of the two who look at in 
confusion. "Huh?" 


"Pretty cool, huh?" Cameron said as he continued giving the human 
girl a tour. "This place connects the different parts of the school. You 
can go just about anywhere in Hexside." 


"Does anyone else know about this?" Luz asked. 


"No, just the cool people." Looking above to where the familiar 
female voice came from, Luz is surprised to find Emira and Edric 
walking down to them. 


"Em? Ed?" Luz said with surprise. 
"Hey, Luz. Glad you can make it." Edric greeted her. 


"You see, Luz, we're actually part of a secret club here at school." 
Cameron told her. 


"A secret club?" Luz said, getting more excited. 


"Yeah, one that's been here for decades." Cameron said to her. 
"Found by two students of Hexside known as..." He then motioned 
to a portrait of two people which is mostly covered in paint hanging 
on a wall nearby. "The Lords of Calamity. We don't really know who 
they were because of the curse paint they put on there, but we do 
know that people knew them as troublemakers." 


"So you're a club of troublemakers." Luz said. "This place is 
amazing. | bet you guys can get into so much trouble in here." 


"Yeah, sure, we can. But we don't actually do that." Cameron told 
her. "We do so much more than that. Follow me." With that, 
Cameron then led Luz over to Barcus who was looking through a 
door that was slightly open in a class from the Oracle Track. 


"Remember, seeing the end of a life is the beginning of reading a 
fortune." The teacher said as she then folded a paper into a 
fortuneteller, Barcus listening to her. "We have to work backward 
from it to see the truth." From this, Barcus does the same and folds a 
paper fortuneteller of his own. 


"You see, Luz, our club is about expanding our magic. You know, 
seeing what we can do with it." Cameron said as he and Luz walked 
back to the more humanoid students. "Since we aren't allowed to 


study any kind of magic, we come here to study every kind of magic 
in secret." 


"You actually like school?" Luz asked as she and Cameron sat down. 
"Of course we do." Emira told her. "We all love learning magic." 


"Yeah, we just don't like the rules of only just learning one kind." 
Edric added. 


"Yeah, we all joined this club so we could learn any magic we want." 
Cameron said. "And our club is open to any new members. Viney, 
Jerbo, and Barcus joined just after they got into the Detention Track." 


"Yeah, we might have liked it too much." Viney said in a sheepish 
tone. 


"Is that why you guys got sent to the Detention Track?" Luz asked. 


"Yep." Jerbo said as he and Viney explained how the two of them 
and Barcus got sent to the Detention Track. "I tried mixing Plant 
Magic with abominations." 


[Flashback] 


In a Plant Track class, we see Jerbo wearing a Plant Track uniform 
in the plant classroom with Principal Bump as they stood by a pot of 
dirt where Jerbo used a spell circle to make a flower grow out of the 
dirt before using another spell circle to make the dirt turn into an 
abomination made of dirt with yellow eyes which then charged out of 
its pot and started throwing other flowerpots before throwing a wad 
of dirt at Bump who gave a displeased look at Jerbo. 


Jerbo: Bump was not thrilled. 


Barcus makes potions with oracle magic. 


Cutting over to Professor Avilia's class, we see Barcus dressed with 
yellow sleeves as he prepares a potion for the teacher and the 
principal, using his mouth to place in and stir the ingredients. As he 
stirs his brew, the two look at him with smiles but soon lose them as 
he dumps a crystal ball into it. Upon looking into the cauldron to see 
a reflection of herself rapidly until she was nothing but bones, Avilia 
screams and jumps back, accidentally flipping a large cauldron and 
spilling its contents on herself. This causes Principal Bump to shake 
his head at Barcus. 


Cameron: While Barcus making a potion that could show you the 
future was a good idea, he probably should've been more careful 
about what it shows people. 


One of the rules we have here in the club is that you need to be 
careful when mixing magic. 


Viney: Yeah, I'll admit | might not have thought about it much, 


Mixing Healing and Beast-Keeping was slightly unconventional. 


We then cut to a Healing Track classroom where Viney, wearing blue 
sleeves of said track, is looking at a scratch on a Bard Track 
student's arm just as Bump entered the room and saw her heal the 
student's arm. 


Viney: But Puddles was a great assistant, damn it! 


With her using another spell circle, Viney summons a young brown 
griffon which bursts through the chalkboard and coughs up a couple 
of lollipops before she turned to see Bump glaring at her in 
disapproval, the witch girl losing her smile. 


[End of flashback] 


"The point is that we're not troublemakers, we all just want to take 
more than one track." Cameron said to Luz. "Unfortunately, thanks to 
the rules, Bump tries to make us stick anyone who isn't in the 
Warriors Track to focus on one." 


"Sounds like Bump's priorities are out of whack." Luz said to them, 
understanding how they felt. 


"| know, right?" Cameron said to her before he then stood up. 
"Anyway, this isn't all of us. We still got to wait for two more 
members, one of them being our club president." 


"Wait, you're not the president?" Luz asked with surprise. 


"Nah, I'm not really up for the role." Cameron said to her. "Anyway, 
lunch might be over now, so want to see how Juni and Ryuji are 
doing? | took a look at their schedules and know where they're going 
next." 


"Sure." Luz said as she then stood up and the two went walking up 
the ramp. 


"Wait, did you say you're going to see Juniper?" Viney said, 
surprised by this before she got up and quickly joined them. "Wait 
up!" 

"You want to see Juni, Viney?" Luz said, a little surprised by this. 
"Yeah, Viney's a fan of hers." Cameron told Luz as they continued 
walking. "Ever since she saw her and DK ace the exam, she's been 
tailing Juni ever since." 


"Cam, shhh!" Viney shushed her. 


"What? It's the truth." Cameron said as they stopped at a door. 
"Okay, | think this is it." Opening the door, Cameron peeked inside 
right before Luz and Viney heard a girl scream followed by Cameron 
giving a yelp before he quickly shut the door. 


"What happened?" Luz asked with concern. 


"Wrong door. Girl's locker room. No idea why that's here." Cameron 
said before they then walked a bit further up the ramp and stopped 
at a different door. "Here it is." Opening it, Cameron then peeks in to 
find the auditorium. "Damn it! Theater." Closing the door, he then 
went up a little further with the girls following behind him. "Sorry, it's 
been a while since I've been here. Just remembering where 
everything is." After saying this, they stopped at another door. "Okay, 
third time's the charm." Opening it up, Cameron then gained a smile 
upon peeking through. "Here we are. The Beast Stables." 


Looking in through the door, Luz is amazed to see the animal stable 
full of all kinds of mythological and mystic creatures such as griffins, 
pegasi, and even a couple of hippogriffs. 


"Wow!" Luz said before someone spoke up. 


"Alright, class." Looking over, she sees a warlock teacher with a thick 
black beard who appeared not to have his eyes open as he was 
dressed in brown robes while speaking out to his students. "Seeing 
as to how this is their first time, we'll allow our new students to 
choose what beast they want as their companion in this class. 
Please do not try to influence them into choosing one that you have 
tamed. Whatever they choose is their choice and theirs alone." He 
then motioned over to the stables. "Ryuji, Juniper, choose whatever 
creature you believe best suits you." 


"Thank you, sir." Ryuji said with a respective bow. 


"Yeah, yeah. Just point me to the coolest one." Juniper put in before 
the two walked around the stables, looking at all the creatures. 


After looking around, Ryuji soon comes across a young, brown 
griffon looking at him curiously, smiling in interest as he then walks 
over to it. 


"Hello there." Ryuji greeted it, the griffin instantly nuzzling him. 
"Whoa! Aren't you friendly?" After it raises its head, the griffin then 
coughs a bit before spitting out a lollipop into the hybrid's hands, 
confusing him. "What the...?" Luz tried her best to hold back her 
giggle from seeing her friend's confusion before she heard a screech 
and looked over to see a brown hippogriff moving frantically around. 


"Whoa! Whoa!" Hearing the familiar voice, Luz then looked to see 
Juniper on the hippogriff's back, holding onto the creature who 
appeared to be trying to knock her off it. "Hey, easy there! Aah!" 


"Of course, she goes for the hippogriff." Ryuji said, watching the 
scene with an unamused look on his face. "Having a little trouble 
there, sis?" 


"I'm fine, DK!" Juniper said as she tried her best to stay on the 
hippogriff. "Just have to get this guy-Whoal!" 


"Ms. Clawthorne, | advise you to please remove yourself from that 
hippogriff!" the teacher said to her. 


"Hey, | said I'm fine!" Juniper told him. 
"Juni, just let go of it before you get hurt." Her brother said to her. 


"I'm not gonna get hurt! Relax!" She said. "Just watch! I'm gonna 
tame this thing right now!" 


"Wow. Dad was right." Ryuji said to himself. "Stubbornness does run 
in the family." 


After hearing this, Luz then continues to watch as the young witch 
tries to keep herself on the hippogriff resisting her, worried about her 
friend getting herself hurt. 


"Ooh, Juni really got herself in a pickle." Cameron spoke up as Luz 
looked to see both him and Viney join in watching the events before 
them. "That's actually the most stubborn hippogriff in here." 


"Really?" Luz asked, surprised by this. 


"Yeah, lots of people here have tried to tame her." Viney told her. 
"But so far, nobody has come close. Even the ones that actually did 
all the things you're supposed to do when taming a hippogriff." 


"Will Juni be okay?" Luz asked with concern. 


"She'll be fine as long as she doesn't do anything to upset that 
hippogriff." Cameron said right before they then watched as Juniper 
then wrapped her arms around the hippogriff's neck before sliding off 
to dig her feet into the ground, quickly managing to pull the hippogriff 
around and slamming it into the ground which shocks everyone 
around her. "Like that." The hippogriff screeched as it struggled to 
get away with Juniper keeping it pinned. 


"Hey! Hey!" Juniper snapped at the hippogriff who seemed to stop to 
look at the glare she was giving. "You knock it off!" 


"Juniper!" The teacher spoke up as he walked over to her. "You let 
that hippogriff go right now!" After a brief moment, Juniper then 
removed herself from the creature and stood up as the teacher 
glared down at her. "Ms. Clawthorne, was that really necessary?" 


"What? That guy was the one fighting me." Juniper said to him as 
the hippogriff slowly stood up. 


"First of all, that hippogriff is female." The teacher said to his student. 
"Secondly, she was acting out of provocation. What you did was 
completely uncalled for." 


"Uncalled for?" Juniper said. "I had to do that because she didn't 
listen to me!" 


"Only because you disrespected her! Hippogriffs are proud creatures 
and only listen to those they give respect to! Acting upon it so 
violently undoubtedly caused it to... Huh?" 


Turning over to the hippogriff, everyone watched as the winged 
creature then bowed her head to Juniper, an action which caused 
everyone except to gasp in shock. Hearing her classmates murmur 
to themselves, Juniper looked around in confusion as she wasn't 
sure what was happening. 


"Uh... what's going on?" Juniper spoke up. 


"Sis, she's bowing to you." Ryuji told his twin. "Hippogriffs only do 
this as a way of giving respect." 


"Ryuji is correct, Juniper." The teacher put in. "Apparently, instead of 
offending her, your actions had allowed this hippogriff to respect you. 
No one has even managed to get her to do this, not even my best 
students." 


"Well, maybe she doesn't like all that proper shit from her own 
tamer." Juniper said to her teacher as she walked over to the 
hippogriff. "Maybe she's a girl who likes it rough." 


"You mean, like you?" Ryuji jokingly said, earning a bemused smirk 
from his sister who then proceed to pet the hippogriff with a gentle 
smile. 


"It seems as though you found your beast, Ms. Clawthorne." The 
teacher said with an impressed smile. "While unorthodox, it seems 
your methods have tamed a creature we thought was untamable. 
Excellent job." With that, he and the other students gave Juniper a 
round of applause, Juniper smiling more proudly as she accepted it. 


"Wow." Viney said as both Luz and Cameron turned to see her 
gazing upon Juniper with a dazed look on her face. "Juniper is so 
amazing." 


"Now then," the teacher said as the applause ceased, "seeing how 
you tamed this hippogriff, | suppose you have a name for her, do you 
not?" 


"Hmm..." Juniper thought for a moment before she then made eye 
contact with the hippogriff with a confident smile. "Tempest." The 
hippogriff then trilled, liking the name. 


"Perfect." The teacher said as he then turned to Ryuji. "And | 
Suppose you've made your choice, Mr. Frank. Or do you need to 
look around some more?" 


"Actually, Mr. Predric, | think | made my pick." Ryuji said as the 
griffon playfully nudged him. "This griffon seems pretty nice." 


"Oh, Puddles." Mr. Predric said, recognizing the griffon. "I was 
hoping you might pick her. She does need a new tamer, especially 
after her last one." From hearing this, Viney snapped out of her gaze 
and growled angrily at the teacher. "Alright then. Now that you have 
your own beasts, let us see how well you can handle them." 


"Oh, that's our cue to get moving." Cameron said before he then 
closed the door, him and two teenagers with him going to another 
door and following the Beast-Keeping Track class. 


Moments later, at the sports stadium, a door opens one of the stands 
and Cameron, Luz, and Viney are seen peering through as they 
looked down below to find Mr. Predric's class on the field, the twins 
standing in front of the teacher and their classmates and their 
chosen beasts by their side. 


"Now that you've chosen your beasts, we'll now see how well you 
can handle them." Mr. Predric said as he spoke to the twins. "Seeing 
as you chose mounting tames, I'll have you two simply ride your 
beasts. Nothing too big, just a quick fly around the field." 


"A simple test flight." Ryuji said, gaining a look of confidence. "This 
will be easy." 


"You sure about that, bro?" Juniper said to her brother with a smirk. 
"It's not that | don't think you know how to ride, but this isn't like any 
human realm animal." 


"Hey, I've ridden more than just horses." Ryuji told her. "I've ridden 
other animals that aren't native to the human world. I've ridden a 
horse, I've ridden a pegasus. Hell, I've even ridden a wyvern. Riding 
a griffon should be a piece of cake, especially since it's only a short 
flight around this sports field." 


"Wait, he's going to ride Puddles?" Viney said as she then gained a 
look of worry, a bead of sweat appearing on her. "Oh, boy." 


"What are you so worried about, Viney?" Cameron asked, confused 
by this. "Puddles is your beast. Plus, you said she was really nice 
with people." 


"Yeah, but I've never really trained her that much." Viney said to him. 
"Since | was stuck in the Healing Track, all | could teach her was 
how to assist me with helping students.” 


"Yeah, so?" Luz asked, confused by what she meant. 


"So | didn't really train her like students do in Beast-Keeping.” Viney 
told her. 


"Meaning what?" Luz said. 


"Alright, Puddles." Hearing Ryuji's voice, the three then look back 
and watched as Ryuji got on the griffon's back, the beast not really 
paying attention to him as it looked around. "Our first flight together. 
Let's see what you can..." The second Ryuji hopped onto her, 
Puddles screeched out in surprise before she began to frantically run 
around the field. "Whoa! Whoa! Puddles, heel!" From the stands, 
Cameron and Luz looked at what was happening to the hybrid in 


shock while Viney kept her worried expression. "Stop! Puddles, stop! 
PUDDLEEEEEES!"" Ryuji screamed out that last part as Puddles 
then took off into the air. 


"Yeah, | didn't get the chance to ride her." Viney admitted as they 
continued to watch. "So... Puddles isn't really used to having any 
riders." 


Ryuji continued to scream as Puddles flew randomly around in the 
air, the hybrid trying his best to get the griffon under control. It only 
took a good moment of this before Puddles did a flip around and 
knocked him off her back, making Ryuji hit his stomach on the ring of 
one of the goals on the field as he lay on top of it which causes his 
fellow students to wince a bit at what happened. 


"Ooh! That's gotta hurt!" Cameron said as he and the two girls with 
him winced at the sight. 


From this, Mr. Predric then created a magic lasso which he then 
threw over Puddles neck before using it to pull her down to the 
ground where he then goes over and manages to calm the griffon 
down. 


[Ryuji] 


"Ryuji, are you alright?" | heard my teacher call out to me with 
concern. 


"Yeah, I'm fine." | told him as I lay there with some hurt pride. 
"Though that flight could've ended a lot smoother." 


"Don't worry! I've got Puddles under control!" Mr. Predric told me. 
"It's only up to matter on helping you down." 


"| got it!" Juniper said to him before she spoke to me. "Hang tight, 
DK! Me and Tempest will get you down!" 


"Uh, okay. But be careful." | told her. "Seeing how it's your first time 
flying with a creature like that, I'll talk you through so it will go 
smoother than..." Right then, | was shocked as | watched Juniper fly 
by me on her new hippooriff. 


"Whoo-hoo! Yeah!" My twin cheered out excitedly as she flew 
Tempest with a lot more ease than | had with Puddles, even doing 
some flying tricks. 


"Hey, sis!" | called out to her as she continued flying. "Warlock stuck 
on a goal here!" 


"Oh, right!" Juniper said right before she flew over to me and did a 
loop-de-loop where Tempest grabbed me by the cloak and picked 
me off the goal, her hippogriff carrying me down to and dropping me 
close to the ground before taking off into the air. 


As | pulled myself to my hands and knees, | watched as Juniper then 
did a perfect landing in front of our class, my sister having a proud 
smile on her face as our classmates clapped for her. Seeing her look 
at me with a smug look on her face, | couldn't help but growl in 
annoyance at how she managed to do better than me in this class. It 
was then that Puddles came over and coughed out a lollipop on my 
head, no doubt trying to make me feel better. 


After class, me and Juniper walked around the halls as we were 
heading to our next class, my sister looking very proud of herself 
while | could only scowl as what happened really hurt my pride. 


"Oh, come on, bro." She said to me as we continued walking. "Cheer 
up. So your first flight wasn't good..." 


"Wasn't good? It was a disaster!" | told her. "I've never been so 
humiliated in my life!" 


"Well, at least Puddles gave you a lollipop for a good try." 


"That's not the point." | then unwrapped the lollipop | got from the 
griffon and placed it in my mouth. 


"Come on, DK. So you didn't do well in Beast-Keeping like you did 
with the others, so what?" My sister then put a comforting hand on 
my shoulder. "You still did better in the other classes. Plus you now 
got one class you can really ace." 


"Yeah, | guess you're right." | felt a little better with remembering | 
still had my Warriors Track class left to do. 


"That's the spirit." AS we stopped at a fork in the halls, Juniper then 
walked down the hall going to the side. "Well, | got to go. 
Construction's up next for me. Good luck, DK! I'll see ya after class!" 


Trying my best to smile and wave at her as she headed to a different 
part of the school, | then lost that smile and hung my head with a 
sigh of depression after she was out of sight. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Well, this isn't exactly how I thought my day would go. While | 
managed to make a good impression in both Potions and Bard, | 
made a fool out of myself in Beast-Keeping which my sister seems to 
be the star student of. I just hope that my Warriors Track class is as 
good as I hope it would be. That's supposed to be the highlight of the 
day. And, after this and the inspection, I'm going straight to Bump 
and getting Luz out of the Detention Track. 


Deciding to push away my depression, | then pulled myself together 
and started heading down the hall ahead of me. After a while, | 
managed to find where | needed to be: Combat Warrior Arts . 
Walking right in, | found myself in a full class with other students that 
had the same azure sleeves and leggings with the only difference 
being their cuffs which each had different colors representing the 
other tracks they're taking. Standing on the podium was a warlock 


with blonde short hair and a blonde mustache dressed in a white 
hanfu with a pair of white trousers and a long azure scarf that hung 
around his shoulders. Around his waist was a belt that held a 
sheathed dao which | could recognize by the curved handle. While 
holding a clipboard, | saw he was taking attendance as he called out 
names with each student responding upon hearing that to show they 
were there. 


"Alright then." He said as he then made his clipboard disappear. 
"Now that | have my current students accounted for, now all we need 
is the newest combatant to join us. Now, where is my new student?" 


"Right here, sir." | told him, getting his attention. 


"Oh, so you're Ryuji." The teacher said to me. "I am Mr. Wilksteel. | 
see you've come prepared for this class." 


"Yeah, got my own sword." | told him, patting the handle of my 
Saisho. 


"Well, are you truly prepared to take this class?" Mr. Wilksteel said to 
me. "According to the Weaponry Trilemma, which weapon is the best 
against a bow?" 


"Well, that depends on the user of said bow since that weapon is in 
the neutral zone of the Trilemma, how well it goes against other 
types of weapons based on both the user's strategy, skills, and 
methods in using it." 


"While choosing a sword, what type of blade should make it for a 
swordsman to properly wield it?" 


“Considering how the sword is used just as much as defense as it is 

offense and requires the user to keep their balance, the type of blade 
shouldn't matter as only the blade needs to be the proper length and 
width for them to hold it like they can hold up their arm." 


"Final question: two warriors clash with the same weapon but of 
different calibers, one being forged of iron and the other cast in 
bronze. Out of the two, which would have a higher chance of 
winning?" 


"That would be the iron weapon since the bronze weapon is made 
with a weaker metal. While it could handle the iron weapon for a 
moment, the bronze cast will bend and eventually break against the 
iron weapon." 


"Well done." Mr. Wilksteel looked at me with an impressed smile. "I 
see you inherited both your father's knowledgeable mind as well as 
looks." 


"Thank you, Mr. Wilksteel." | said to him before remembering what 
Juniper told me about her experience in this class. "Speaking of my 
family, | understand that you placed my sister in a different Warriors 
Track class." 


"Indeed. While Juniper had the passion for such, she didn't have the 
exact knowledge which you possess." He told me. "As this is a 
requirement, | had no choice but to place her in the Basic Weapon 
Studies class to be taught by Professor Ooblanc. But | believe we 
are getting off track." He then turned to my classmates. "Everyone, 
for our new semester, we have a special new student joining us. 
Please welcome the son of the man who founded our track, Ryuji 
Frank." | waved as | tried my best to smile as my fellow students 
gave me a round of applause, feeling a little embarrassed by this. 
After everyone was done clapping, Mr. Wilksteel then motioned to a 
desk that had a certain Duskerman sitting at it. "Now, Mr. Frank, go 
ahead and take your seat and we'll get started." 


"Thank you, sir." | told him before | then went over and sat in the seat 
next to Xander. "Hey, Xander. Looks like we're in the same class 
together." 


"Yes, it would appear so." Xander said to me, giving me a small 
smile. "And | don't mind such. After all, our fathers were classmates, 


so it only makes sense that we would be as well in the Warriors 
Track." 


"Yeah." | said before | looked around and tried to spot one cheerful 
cousin of ours. "I don't see Gizi around." 


"Our cousin has had this class before us." Xander told me. "As of 
now, Gizelle is participating in her Healing Track class." 


"Mr. Frank, Mr. Duskerman," Mr. Wilksteel said as he looked at us 
with a glare, "if the two of you are done talking, can we proceed with 
class?" 


"Sorry, Mr. Wilksteel." Me and my cousin said as we then gave him 
our attention. 


[No one's view] 


Back with Cameron and the girls, the three were walking up the 
ramp to a different door, Viney and Luz talking to each other about 
what they witnessed in the Beast-Keeping class while the 
Duskerman looked around for the door to the Warriors Track class. 


"Wow!" Viney said with a dazed smile, thinking about how well 
Juniper had done in taming her hippogriff. "Juniper is so amazing! 
The way she tamed that hippogriff was awesome! The fact that she's 
the first to tame one of the most stubborn animals here at Hexside is 
just so cool! Though | really shouldn't be surprised since that's what 
you gotta expect when it comes to a Frank." 


"Yeah, she was pretty good with Tempest." Luz said who was 
remembering the events that occurred as she then gained a worried 
expression. "Though that's more than anyone can say for Ryuji." 


"Yeah, the way his first flight went was pretty embarrassing." Viney 
said as she snapped out of her daze and remembered what 
happened to Ryuji when he tried to ride her griffin. "Though it's not 


really his fault. Puddles is just not used to having anyone riding on 
her back. | never got that far with her training when she was still my 
griffin.” 


"Yeah, but still that wasn't exactly the best impression for his first day 
here." Luz said to her. "Ryuji tries his best not to embarrass himself. | 
just really hope he's okay." 


"Well, I'm sure he's fine." Viney said in reassurance. "Besides, his 
last class of the day is in the Warriors Track. From what | heard, he'll 
ace this one." 


"Hey, you're right." Luz then gained a smile. "Sure, Beast-Keeping 
wasn't easy, but I'm sure he'll make a great impression with the 
Warriors Track. Hard to mess up in a class where being a good 
fighter is a requirement." 


"You really want to see DK make a good impression on Hexside, 
huh?" 


"Well, yeah. He's my best friend. A good friend always makes sure 
their friends are okay." 


"Yeah, okay. Though the way you act around makes it look like it's 
more than just you being a friend." Hearing her say that and seeing 
her giving a sly smile, Luz lost her smile and looked at Viney in 
confusion. 

"What do you mean?" 


“Come on, you know what | mean. | saw how you grabbed at him at 
the window. You like DK, don't ya?" 


"Well, yeah. He's my best friend." 
"No, | mean, you like -like him." 


"What?" Luz thought for a moment before she caught on to what the 
witch was saying. "Oh! Oh..." 


"Ha! | knew it!" Viney pointed at the blushing Luz. "You got the hots 
for DK!" 


"No! No, | don't! | mean, | like Ryuji, but not like that! | mean..." 


"Hey, if you two are done chatting back there, | found the door to the 
practice area." Cameron called to them as he stood by a door that 
had carvings on it, causing the girls to walk over to him. 


"Hearts?" Viney said, noticing the carvings on the door. 


"Ooh! Looks like one of the Lords of Calamity had a crush on 
someone in this track." Luz said with a giggle as she opened the 
door. 


Pushing it upward, Luz looks to find an open area on the other side 
where she sees Ryuji standing a good distance from her with his 
sword in hand and three other Warriors Track warlock students in 
front of him, the weapons that the trio was using consisting of an 
axe, a lance, and a sword. From the side of the area, Mr. Wilksteel 
was standing there with a smile with a crowd of students behind him, 
Xander being amongst the crowd. 


"Mr. Wilksteel, isn't this a bit much?" Ryuji said to his teacher. "l 
mean, one guy against three people with a bunch of different 
weapons doesn't seem fair." 


"A bit much? For a Frank?" Mr. Wilksteel said with a chuckle. 
"Hardly. Franks have dealt with more overwhelming odds than this. 
I'm sure three of your fellow students are nothing you can't handle. 
Besides, as this is your first practice battle, | will not let them use any 
magic against you so you'll have time to counter them." 


"But, sir, |..." 


"And begin!" At Mr. Wilksteel's call, the three students then charged 
at Ryuji. 


Acting quickly, Ryuji blocked a slash from the swordsman student 
and pushed him before he then ducked away from a downward 
strike from the axe-wielding student who came at him from above 
which then led to him dodging thrusts from the lance user. Seeing 
the battle before her, Luz is shocked upon discovering her friend 
having to fight three opponents by himself. 


"Geez! Ryuji's having it rougher than me." Luz said as she watched 
her friend dodge and block attacks from the three warlocks. 


"Yeah. | mean, three against one?" Viney put in, just as shocked. "He 
might be a Frank, but isn't this a bit overkill?" 


"Well, Mr. Wilksteel doesn't seem to think that." Cameron told them, 
watching the battle with a blank look on his face. "He actually pulled 
the same shit on me when | first started just because | was 
Duskerman. Guess because of his pop's rep in Hexside, he thinks 
Ryuji will do just as good as him." 


"Is Ryuji gonna be okay?" Luz asked with concern. 


"I'm sure he'll be fine." Cameron answered her. "If things get too 
rough, Mr. Wilksteel will call it off. All anyone can do is just watch and 
see how it turns out." 


[Ryuji] 


After being smacked away to the ground by that lance user, | quickly 
picked myself up and saw the three charging at me again. 


"Okay, enough of this!" | said, now tired of having my ass handed to 
me. "Time to even the odds!" Focusing my magic into my Saisho, | 
then changed it from its sword form and into its bow form. 
"Transformation Magic! Weapon Change! Saisho Yumi!" With what | 
planned for this, | decided to show off a little combo spell | wanted to 
try. Switching hands, | then focused my Bard Magic and Oracle 
Magic into it and watched as the bowstring was surrounded ina 
purple aura and three red strings appeared between the grip and the 


bowstring, forming from behind the limbs. Gaining a smile, | began 
playing on the bow like it was a harp, five purple music notes of light 
coming out from each strum of the strings. "Combo Spell: Bewitching 
Melody!" 


Sending the notes at him, | watched as the lance user stopped in his 
tracks as the notes floated around him, the guy confused by what 
was going on. From this, the other two then stopped and turned 
around to him, just as the notes began giving a few small pulses 
which caused the warlock to become dazed for a moment before his 
eyes instantly widened as they started glowing purple. 


"Hey, Nick! You okay there?" the swordsman warlock said right 
before the lance user charged at him at smacked him away with his 
lance. 


"Whoa! Dude, what the hell was that?" the axe user said right before 
he started dodging jabs from his teammate. "Hey, knock it off! | 
thought we were on the same team!" | chuckled a bit right before Mr. 
Wilksteel spoke out. 


"Mr. Frank, release that student right this instant!" He said to me. 


"What?" | said out of surprise right before he gave me a glare and 
got a blank look on my face. "Alright, fine." 


With that, | then stopped playing the strings, making the red ones 
and the notes disappear in puffs of purple and red smoke as the bow 
string stopped glowing. With them gone, the lance user snapped out 
of the trance | put him under and shook his head before looking 
around in confusion with his eyes now returning to normal. 


"Mr. Frank, what kind of spell was that?" Mr. Wilksteel said as he 
walked over to me, looking pretty pissed. 


"Nothing, just a combo spell." | told him. 


"Combo spell?" He looked at me with confusion. 


"Yeah." Feeling proud of myself, | then went on to explain how | did 
my spell. "| made it by mixing Bard Magic with Oracle Magic. 
Considering how Bard Magic works, | thought that by putting some 
Oracle Magic into it could create music that can be able to..." 


"Wait, you used both Bard Magic and Oracle Magic in one spell?" Mr. 
Wilksteel asked with shock. 


"Yeah." 

"Oh!" My teacher groaned as he put his hand on his face. 
"What? Is something wrong?" 

"Mr. Frank, you cannot use spells like that." 


"What?!" | was shocked by this. "Why not? | thought this track 
allowed students to use multiple types of magic." 


"It does, but this does not mean you are allowed to use more than 
one in a single spell. You can use each type of magic in separate 
spells, but never use more than one." 


"What?! You mean | can't do combo spells?" 


"That is correct. Honestly, considering your father, | thought you 
would be taught with much more prudence than this." 


"Hey, | have plenty of prudence!" 


"Then prove it by continuing with this practice. Because of what 
you've done, | am now allowing your classmates to use their magic 
against you." 


"What? But, Mr. Wilksteel..." 


"Mr. Frank, | Know this isn't to your liking, but you must abide by the 
rules. If you want to participate in this class, you must do things 
properly. Understand?" 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Looks like my sister dodged a bullet by not getting into this class. If 
the rules are this strict here, Juniper would not be able to take part in 
this at all. As much as | don't like these rules, | don't want to get in 
trouble. If | do, then Bump's never gonna listen to me. Just need to 
play along and be good until all this is over. 


"Yes, sir." | reluctantly said, returning his glare. 


"Good." With gaining an emotionless look on his face, my teacher 
then walked back over to the rest of the class as the trio got back 
together to go at me again. "Alright, class. Let's try this. And begin!" 


Though | was annoyed, | pushed it aside just as | then went on to 
fight the three warlocks again. | did try my best to try and do things 
the way Mr. Wilksteel wanted me to do, but the way he set things 
didn't make it easy, especially since he now let those three use their 
magic against me. While the swordsman was stuck with Illusion 
Magic as he couldn't use his Potion or Beast-Keeping Magic, his 
buddies gave him plenty of cover with their own magic as they had 
the opposite situation. The axe user couldn't use his Bard Magic, but 
he was able to block my attacks with his Construction and Plant 
Magic. The lance user had both Abomination and Oracle Magic to 
make for not using his Healing Magic. Add all that with the illusion 
doubles, | was placed as the underdog of this fight. Being 
outmatched here, the only option | had was to use combo spells. | 
used a combo spell of Illusion Magic and Healing Magic to blanket 
the place with a cloud of blue smoke which helped me heal up, | 
used a combo spell of Beast-Keeping Magic and Oracle Magic to 
summon the spirits of tigers to take the illusion doubles out and find 
the real swordsman, and | even used a combo spell of Plant Magic 
and Construction Magic to build a makeshift mace with my Saisho 
Yari to take care of both the abominations and the attacking spirit. 
Though | managed to win the battle, Mr. Wilksteel didn't like how | 


did it one bit as he then grabbed me by the arm and dragged me 
back into the school. 


"Mr. Wilksteel, | had no choice!" | told my teacher as he dragged me 
through the halls. "You had me going against three warlocks! Combo 
spells were the only thing | had to actually beat them!" 


"That's no excuse for disobeying the rules!" Mr. Wilksteel told me. 
"You should have accepted defeated instead of misusing your magic 
like that!" 


"| wasn't misusing my magic! | was trying to make a good impression 
in the Warriors Track!" 


"Well, you failed and such disobedience shall be met with 
punishment." 


"So what? You're going to stick me in the Detention Track?" 


"No. In the respect of your father, you are given a pass on sucha 
thing. Fortunately, we have another punishment for you." With that, 
Mr. Wilksteel then stopped in front of a door before opening and 
tossing me inside. 


Picking myself up, | looked around and found myself in a big empty 
room that had no windows. Before | could say anything, | looked at 
the door as it closed and | heard a lock click. Rushing over to the 
door, | tried to open it only to find it locked shut. 


"Hey, let me out of here!" | yelled, calling out tomy teacher. 


"I'm afraid | can't do that, Mr. Frank." He told me. "The inspector is 
going to arrive at any moment. For the time being, this is where you 
will be spending the rest of your day." Hearing that, | then tried to cut 
the door down with my Saisho, but only got shocked just when the 
blade hit the door. "Don't even bother. That room is made to handle 


even the strongest spells to be cast. Not even your combo spells will 
be able to help you." 


"Well, how long am I gonna be in here?" 
"Only until the inspection is done." 
"And how long will that be?" 


Mr. Wilksteel was silent a bit before he answered. "A couple of 
hours?" 


"A couple of hours?! What if | need to go the can?" | got my answer 
as a large bucket appeared behind me. "Come on, dude!" 


"I'm sorry, but we cannot fail this inspection. Just be patient and 
Principal Bump will see to you later." 


[No one's view] 


"No! Wait!" Ryuji cried out as he pounded on the door, Mr. Wilksteel 
ignoring him as he then walked away. "Let me out of here!" 


Unknown to him, Xander was hiding behind a corner, having 
witnessed what had happened to his cousin. 


Outside the school's entrance, a swirling wisp of blue energy 
appears, scaring off a few nearby students in the process. After it 
dissipates, it reveals a female witch with pale skin and black hair tied 
into a swirled bun, a red lower lip, and green eyes dressed in small, 
tinted circular frame glasses, a gray dress with a bronze badge, and 
a single epaulet on her right shoulder, a pair of black gloves, anda 
pair of black boots. In her hands were a clipboard and a green quill 
pen. 


"Welcome to Hexside, dear inspector." Bump greeted her as she 
walked up to him. 


"Greetings, Principal Bump." She replied back, giving him a bow 
before taking a deep breath. "I hope | get to see some very 
promising witches and warlocks. If everything's in order, the 
Emperor's Coven will be happy to cover your repairs." 


"Excellent. Please come this way." He said as he guided her into the 
school. "We've prepared a show with some of our finest students 
from each of our tracks." 


"Oh, | can't wait to meet them." The inspector said with a suspicious 
grin. 


[Ryuji] 


A while after Mr. Wilksteel left, | sat there against the door, holding 
my legs close in depression as | gave up trying to escape. 


"Well, this is one hell of a first day of school." | said to myself. "Good 
job, Ryuji. Not only have you gotten yourself in trouble, you also lost 
any chance at helping Luz. What am | gonna do?" 


"Well, you can start by stopping feeling sorry for yourself." Hearing 
that voice, | looked up in surprise to see Xander standing in front of 
me. 

"Xander?" 

"Hello, Ryuji.” 

"What are you doing here?" 


"I'm here to help you. | told Mr. Wilksteel that | would inform him 
when the inspector would come to our class. He has no idea that I'm 
here." 


"Wait, how'd you even get in here? The door's locked." He then 
motioned to a wall where some of it had lifted off to the side like 


some sort of door, the surprise making me stand up. "How long's that 
been there?" 


"The whole time. No one knows about it as it can only be opened 
from the inside." 


"From the inside? What are you talking about?" 


"Follow me and I'll show you." With that, | then walked with Xander 
and followed him through the door. 


"Sugoi!" After walking through the door, | was surprised to find myself 
on the spiraling ramp inside a huge tower that had walls covered in 
doors and windows. 


"Welcome to the Hall of Secret Shortcuts." Xander said as he closed 
the door behind us. "A place that intersects with every part of 
Hexside. Each door is a passage to a different of the school." 


"Wait, a tower filled with secret doors to everywhere at Hexside?" | 
said, finding this familiar until it hit me. "The Pathway Tower!" 


Xander raised a brow at me in confusion. "Excuse me?" 

"That's what this place is, a Pathway Tower." | explained to him. "It's 
an ancient structure created by Fire Dragons. My dad told me used 
one of these to get around Hexside." 


"| suppose that makes sense." 


"This is the biggest secret that magic schools like Hexside have, 
completely hidden from sight. You actually managed to find it?" 


"No, but someone else did." Hearing that voice, | turned to see one 
Bard Track student | didn't expect to find. "Hey, DK." 


"Miguel? What are you doing here?" | asked him. 


"Oh, just waiting for you and the Xan-man." Miguel told me. "Always 
up to welcome the new guy." 


"New guy?" | was confused by this. "Hold on, what's going on here?" 


"Come. We'll explain everything." Xander said before the three of us 
started walking down the ramp. "As you know, Hexside has a set of 
rules which enforce students here on what is believed to be the 
proper way of using magic." 


"Yeah, already got to see how strict things are." | told him. 


"Well, what you don't know is that not all of us students truly abide by 
these rules. Decades ago, before the Warriors Track was founded, a 
group of students here at Hexside had found this place where they 
decided to use it to learn other types of magic other than the one 
they chose and done so in secret." 


"You mean there were people who wanted to know more than one 
type of magic?" 


"Yeah. Since they couldn't do it in the school, they decided to hang 
out here and do all the magic they want." Miguel spoke up. "They 
even did combo spells like you. Made it into a whole secret club." 


"A secret club that uses all types of magic?" | said, surprised by this. 
"Indeed." Xander said. "This secret club was founded by two 
Hexside students only known as the Lords of Calamity. No one truly 
knows their identities, but there are those who follow in their 
footsteps and learn any magic they desire." 


"And I'm guessing that this club is how you were able to make your 
Grimmination, huh?" | asked my cousin. 


"Yeah, he made that spell down here." Miguel told me. "The two of 
us are part of the newest generation." 


"Is it just you two?" 


"Nope, we got more members." Miguel said as we reached the 
ground floor. "In fact, here they are now." 


"Ryuji!" Luz said as | watched her run over to me with a smile. 


"Luz?" | said as she then grabbed me into a hug for a moment 
before letting go and | got more surprised by who else was there. 
"Cam? Ed? Em?" 


"Hey, cuz. How's it hanging?" Cameron said as the twins waved at 
me. "Glad to see the club prez finally broke you out?" 


"Club prez?" | said before | realized what he meant and turned to 
Miguel and Xander, causing the bard to point to Xander. "Xander? 
You're the club president?" 


"Of this generation, yes." Xander told me. "Before me, it was 
Cameron, who had abandoned his position when he decided to 
leave Hexside!" He shouted that last part while glaring at his brother. 


"Wait, is that why you're pissed at him?" | asked. 


"Yeah, me leaving the club didn't actually very well." Cameron told 
me. "He's been mad at me for doing that. Even after | joined back in, 
he's still mad at me." 


"Never wanna be the one to break up the band, dude." | said before 
remembering my friend, looking to her. "Luz, how did you get down 
here?" 


"It was actually thanks to these guys." Luz said, motioning to three 
teens like us who walked over. "They brought me down here after | 
stood up to the teacher for them." 


"You guys are from the Detention Track." | said as | saw their gray 
sleeves and leggings. 


"Yeah, but we're not all that bad." Said the teen witch before she 
motioned to the two witch her. "This is Jerbo and Barcus." The dog- 


like demon warlock barked from hearing his name before the witch 
motioned to herself. "I'm Viney. | was the one who handle the griffin 
you tried to ride." 


"Oh, so you're Puddles' previous tamer." | said before | became 
confused by this. "But | don't get it. Why are you guys here?" 


"They're here because they're members of the club." Xander spoke 
up as he walked over to the three. "The reason they were in the 
Detention Track is that they were caught doing combo spells." 


"Really?" | said, surprised by this. 


"Yeah, | made an abomination out of plants." Jerbo told me. "Barcus 
made a potion that could tell the future." 


"And | trained Puddles to help me with patients | was healing." Viney 
put in. 


"Well, that explains why she spat lollipops at me." | said to her. "I got 
to say that all of that sounds pretty cool. | mean, | never thought you 
could make an abomination with Plant Magic or make a potion with 
Oracle Magic. And the idea of having an animal helping in the 
medical field is pretty good." 


"Hey, thanks." Viney said as she and her friends smiled at me for a 
moment before they lost them. "Too bad Bump doesn't think so." 


"Well, that's his lost. What you guys have is pretty awesome." | said 
before | spoke out to the rest of the club. "So everybody here does 
combo spells?" 


"Well, yeah. | do music with Construction Magic." Miguel said before 
he used his magic to make a lute appear and he then began playing 
it. From this, | watched as a bunch of sticks appeared and formed 
into a simple stick figure statue that stood still as he was done 


playing. 


"| like to use magic with taming and training beasts." Cameron told 
me. 


"| make potions that can make illusions." Edric said as he then threw 
down a potion, turning into a muscular form of himself in a puff of 
yellow smoke which disappeared after what looked like a one-eyed 
bat landed on his shoulder. "I also like to do a little Beast-Keeping." 
"And | like doing illusions and healing." Emira told me. 


"Wait, you want to do Healing Magic?" | said, finding this a little 
funny. "No offense, but you seem more of a hurter than a healer." 


"He's not wrong." Edric smugly said. 
"Shut up, Ed!" Emira said as she punched her brother in the arm. 


"Okay, before we go any further, you got to tell me the name of your 
club." | said to them. 


"Of course. We're known as the Secret Mixed Magic Society!" 
Cameron told us as he and the other club members gathered 
together in front of me and Luz. "S.M.M.S. for short." 


"Cool." | said to them. 


"Anyway, the reason we brought you guys down here is because we 
were hoping that you would join us." Cameron told us. 


"You want us to join your club?" | asked with surprise. 


"Of course. You guys are actually pretty cool." Viney said before she 
put her hand out to us. "And we know that cool people like you 
deserve to do whatever magic you want. So want to be part of 
S.M.M.S.?" Me and Luz looked at each other for a moment before 
we then gained smiles as we decided what to say to her. 


"That would be..." Luz said before a familiar voice spoke out. 


"Luz, we're here to get you out of that horrible class." Hearing 
Willow's voice, everyone then turned to the human in question. 


"Eh, they're probably looking for some other Luz." Luz said as she 
waved it off with a nervous look on her face. 


"Luz the human!" Said the voice of Gizi, making Luz gain a look of 
shock. "Come here, girl!" 


With that, Viney then went to a nearby hallway and opened a small 
door where we overheard both Willow and Gus who were no doubt 
in the Detention Track classroom. 


"Maybe she already booked it." Gus said as Gizi whistled like she 
was calling a dog. 


"Yeah, she did say she was better than this place." Gizi added, Viney 
growing angry upon hearing this as she then closed the door. 


"Oh, you think you're better than us?" Viney said after she closed the 
door, angrily turning to Luz. 


"No, no! It's not like that." Luz said as she walked over to her, Jerbo 
and Barcus standing at the entryway with glares pointed at her. "I 
just didn't think | deserved-| mean, none of us deserve..." 


"Jacques!" Jerbo cut her off. "I should've known you'd look down on 
us. Everyone else does." Barcus then gave a sneeze. 


"Aura of lies?" Miguel said, understanding dog-like warlock. "Barcus, 
she doesn't have that!" Barcus then barked at him. "I just know, 
okay?" 


"Well, I'm going to use the bathroom." Emira said as she walked 
away and up the ramp. 


"Luz, you better just go." Cameron said to Luz. "Just give me time to 
cool these guys down." 


"| understand." Luz said as she then went over to the door to the 
Detention Track classroom with depression. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Wow, that was harsh. Just when | thought Luz was finally enjoying 
her day, she ends up losing her smile and is back to being 
depressed. | know that those guys were a little hurt by what was 
said, but they really should've heard Luz out instead of turning on 
her like that, especially after hanging out with her. 


[No one's view] 


In the detention room, Gizi was playing with the Detention Track 
teacher's mustache, she and Gus watching the six-eyed warlock 
remain asleep from even having it pulled on. 


"Man, this guy can sleep through anything." Gizi said with surprise. 


"I'm gonna test that theory." Gus said as he then gained a devious 
smirk and grabbed a nearby mop. 


"No. We have to find Luz." Willow said as she stopped Gus as he 
was about to swing the mop into the teacher's face before she then 
placed her hand on the chalkboard where the secret door was. "If 
only these walls could talk." Just as she said that, the door opened 
to reveal Luz's sad and regretful face. 


"Hey, guys." Luz said with a depressed tone as she then slid out of 
the door with little effort, slumping onto the floor face first. 


"Thank you, walls!" Willow said as she smiled at the door before she 
then grabbed Luz by the shoulders and helped her to her feet, 
thinking she got her wish granted. "We found a way to get you out to 
talk to Principal Bump." 


"We have an expert disguise!" Gus said as he then brought in a 
trashcan that had holes at the bottom of it. "Hop in! It's got holes for 
your gangly teenage legs.” 


Luz looks at the wall as Viney closes the door slamming it. 


"Yeah. That's right where | belong." Luz said in depression as she 
walked over to the trashcan. 


"And this way the inspector won't see you either." Gus said as he 
lifted up the lid for Luz to climb into the trashcan before putting it 
back on. 


Standing up, Luz then walks off out of the classroom with Willow and 
Gus following her. Before going too far, Gus goes back to the still- 
snoring Detention Track teacher. After taking a look around with 
caution, Gus then takes the mop he had earlier and gently places it 
on the teacher's face. 


"Incredible." Gus said as the teacher continued to snore through the 
mop. 


[Ryuji] 


After Gus then left to catch up to the girls, | peeked back out and 
looked to the doorway, feeling sorry for Luz from how things turned 
out between her and the Detention Track students as what they said 
really hurt her feelings. Closing the door, I then turned to glare at the 
trio from the Detention Track. 


"What the hell was that?" | snapped at the trio as | walked over to 
them. "You guys were cool with Luz, but hearing a few words about 
her thoughts on the Detention Track is what gets you all to turn on 
her?" 


"That wasn't just aimed at the Detention Track, it was aimed at 
S.M.M.S!" Viney retorted at me. 


"What are you talking about?" | asked her. 


"The Detention Track is only filled with people like us, people who 
like to use more than one type of magic!" Viney told me. "Your 
girlfriend was saying that she was better than any of us just like the 
people out there who actually like sticking to one track and only look 
down on us!" 


"Viney, she only said she was better than the Detention Track! She 
wasn't insulting this club!" 


"Yeah, well, it sure sounded like it." | growled at Viney from hearing 
that right before Xander gently grabbed me by the shoulder. 


"Ryuji, don't start any argument with her." Xander told me. "It will 
only make things worse for both you and Luz." 


"Yeah, but..." 


"Just please let the other members take care of this 
misunderstanding." My cousin said, stopping me from arguing. 


| really wanted to refuse and give the trio a piece of my mind for what 
they did to Luz, but | saw that Xander was right and that arguing with 
them would only make the situation worse. Doing that would make 
them think | was the same as everyone else just like they already 
thought with Luz. 


"Alright." | said with a sigh of defeat. 


"Good. Now follow me." Xander said as he let go of me and walked 
over to the ramp. "I believe you need some time to calm down as 
well." 


With that, | then joined Xander as we both then walked up the ramp, 
leaving Cameron and the Blight Twins to try and get the Detention 
Track students to reconsider their current view on Luz. After walking 
for a while, | then spoke to Xander. 


"I'm sorry for losing my cool back there." | said to my cousin. "I really 
don't want to be an ass, but the way those three just made Luz leave 
the tower was just..." 


"No need to apologize, Ryuji. | understand." Xander told me as we 
kept walking. "If it were Mittens placed through that situation, | 
would've acted out the same. Just keep in mind that Viney and those 
in the Detention Track don't mean to be so harsh with people, they 
have just become sensitive from how people outside of this club had 
treated them. Many of us would have ended up the same if it weren't 
for the Secret Mixed Magic Society." 


"Yeah, | bet. Are you sure Cam and the twins can be able to get 
them to understand what they heard back there isn't what Luz really 
thinks of them?" 


"I'm not entirely sure, but Cameron believes that he understands 
them in some way for how they feel about all of this." 


"Well, | guess he might actually do. Maybe how they were treated 
was the same way he was treated for trying combo spells like they 
did in Hexside." 


"| supposed that might be how exactly he might have a sort of 
kinship with those three." Just after he said that, Xander then 
stopped at a door and opened it before looking through it. 


"What are you doing?" Xander then shushed me before he then 
pointed forward. 


Looking out the door, | was surprised to find us in the auditorium of 
the school and Amity up on stage doing some sort of performance 
with her abominations. Looking over to the seats, | saw Principal 
Bump sitting there with a witch dressed in black with a clipboard and 
quill pen in hand as a bunch of Abomination Track students and a 
couple of students from the Warriors Track sat behind them. Seeing 
the badge on the witch beside Bump, | had to guess that this was the 
inspector he was talking about and realized what was going on. 


"Oh, | see." | quietly said, giving Xander a smug smile. "This wasn't 
just about helping me cool down. You also wanted to see Amity ace 
the inspection." 


"Possibly." Xander told me at the same volume, ignoring the blush 
he had. "Though | have no doubt she will Succeed in impressing the 
inspector, it would bring me great pleasure to see her do so. Though 
| am sort of confused by the inspector." 


"What do you mean?" 


"The Emperor's Coven doesn't usually send an identifiable witch to 
evaluate a school. The only inspectors I've ever heard being sent to 
inspect schools are simply Coven Scouts." 


"Well, maybe it's just to mix things up a little. Sometimes you got to 
mix it up to make things interesting." 


"Believe me when | tell you, the Emperor's Coven is never known to 
‘mix things up' with anything they do." Just when he said that, we 
both turned to the abomination as it groaned while holding Amity up 
like a figure skater you'd usually see at skating competitions. 


"And that concludes the presentation from the Abomination Track." 
Amity said as her abomination gently puts her down and the two 
bowed while Bump gave them a polite applause, Xander smiling 
upon seeing this. 


"That was some real Hexside magic, huh?" Bump said, turning to the 
inspector. 


"Yes, this is..." The inspector said before she then sniffed the air a 
bit and got this grin on her face. "Good! But let's see if your student 
can put up more of a fight!" 


"Yes, yes..." Bump said before he realized what she just said as the 
inspector then stood up and walked over to the stage while throwing 
away her clipboard and quill. "Wait, what?" 


After slamming her hands on the stage, me and Xander then 
watched as the inspector then took off and tossed aside her glasses 
as her green eyes then became droopy and her pupils extended 
sideways to where they looked like a frog's, her skin turning from 
pale white to pale yellow and the teeth of her grin instantly turning 
into fangs. 


"What the...?" | said just as the inspector's neck extended out and 
her head became snake-like with the addition of dorsal fins on the 
sides of her head, shocking me and Xander who got wide-eye from 
it. "Aah!" 


"Is, uh... this part of the inspection?" Bump asked out of fear as the 
inspector licked her long lips out of anticipation. 


"That's not an inspector!" Xander said out of shock. "That's a 
monster!" 


"Abomination, fight!" Amity ordered, her abomination running forward 
and grabbing the inspector who then transforms into this huge 
snake-like creature with webbed claws, sharp scales on her back, 
and a fin at the end of her tail, most of the clothes she was wearing 
disappearing to where she just was wearing nothing but a torn and 
stretched out black dress. 


After transforming, the creature then flung the abomination into the 
air and then growled before swallowing the thing whole. It slithers 
toward Amity, who backs away slowly in fear. 


"The magic at Glandus High was tasty." The creature said ina 
distorted voice as it slithered over to Amity who backed away slowly 
in fear. "But, with the powerful magic | caught a whiff of earlier, | 
hope yours will be more filling!" 


"Glandus?" | said before | then remember that news report | heard 
from Bump's office and realized what happened. "She's the one who 
drained the magic from everyone in Glandus High!" With him giving 


a gasp, | watched as Xander then took out his Sieghild and rushed 
over between Amity and the monster. 


"Stay away from my Mittens!" Xander said with a glare toward the 
monster, holding his lance firmly with both hands. 


"Xander?" Amity said with surprise. 


"You fiendish impostor!" Xander said to the monster. "Where's the 
real inspector?" 


"A little weak but unharmed." The monster said to him. "Unlike you 
for getting in my way." 


"Xander, stay back!" Bump said as the monster then turned to him as 
he then drew out a spell circle. 


Before he could cast the spell, the fake inspector opened her mouth 
like a snake and started inhaling, drawing away both the spell circle 
and energy from Bump. After doing this for a while, it stopped and 
Bump collapsed on stage with his skin now gray. Seeing this, | was 
shocked as that creature had drained Bump of his magic. 


"Oh, only three more years until retirement." Bump sighed as he lay 
there on the stage. 


"Principal Bump!" Amity said as she tried to rush over to the 
principal, the monster quickly pouncing on her and starting to drain 
her magic with pink energy coming out of her. 


"Mittens!" Xander said before he then charged in and smacked the 
monster away, quickly putting his lance away as he then grabbed 
Amity who was looking more pale than usual as she collapsed. 
"Mittens, are you okay?" 


"Xan... der?" Amity said, sounding pretty weak. 


"Everyone, run!" Xander called out as he then picked up Amity bridal 
style before running off with our fellow students out of the auditorium, 


said students screaming in fear as the monster gave out a roar and 
started chasing them. 


"Oh, no! Luz! Willow! Gizi! Gus!" | said as | realized that my friends 
were still in danger as the monster was now in the halls. "I gotta find 
them!" With that, | then closed the door and went on searching every 
door to look for them. 


[No one's view] 


Out in the halls of Hexside, Xander was running with his fellow 
students as the fake inspector chased them from behind. While 
running, Xander manages to spot a nearby school bell hanging 
above a wall. Knowing that he had to warn the school, he quickly 
used one foot to create a spell circle and forced the bell's eye to hit it 
before he continued running, the bell screaming out from this. 


In his classroom, King was continuing to teach his "students", writing 
on the board while standing on a student who was on all fours on the 
floor. 


"Assume a coefficient of ten, carry the two, solve for Y and that is the 
way to steal a pie from a windowsill." King told the students. "Also, 
you can eat trash." 


"Finally, some skills we can really use." A student said with a smile. 


"And now for my next lesson." King said when he heard the bell. 
"Seriously? The day's not even over." Hopping off the student he 
was on, King walked over and open the classroom door. "Okay, what 
wise guy tripped the bell? Mr. King's trying to mold young minds 
here!" It was then that he soon watched a couple of students run 
away with basilisk right behind them. Shocked by this, King then 
slowly closed the door with his eyes widen in fear. 


Back with Luz and her friends, the four were walking through the 
halls and the human girl was no longer in a trashcan as she only 
sighed sadly at how her first day was going, still feeling guilty for how 
she was quick to misjudge the students in the Detention Track which 
only worsened because she also lost the chance to make more 
friends at her new school. 


"Don't worry, Luz." Willow reassured her. "Once we talk to Bump, 
we'll get everything sorted out." 


"Yeah, I'm sure we can work something out once we tell him why you 
don't belong in the Detention Track." Gizi said to her. 


"| know, but what's the point if people get hurt on the way?" Luz said, 
still depressed by what happened earlier. 


"Luz, what are you talking about?" Gizi asked out of confusion. 


"Well, turns out | was wrong about the Detention Track." Luz told her 
friends. "I thought they were all just a bunch of troublemakers, but 
really they were just really cool people who didn't actually do 
anything wrong. All of them were just trying to be themselves. Is it 
really a crime just to be true to yourself?" 


"Well..." Before Willow could answer, the ringing of the bell got their 
attention. 


"Is school already over?" Gizi asked. 


"That is a fair question." Gus said with a look of fear. "Here's another 
question: what the heck is that?" He screamed that last part while 
pointing forward where they all looked to see the Oracle Track 
teacher running away from the inspector as she was taking over 
most of a hallway. The teacher stops and casts a beam of light, but 
the snake-like demon swallows the beam of light with ease and 
drains the teacher of her magic, said teacher falling to the ground 
with pale gray skin. Willow, Gizi, Luz, and Gus all scream upon 
seeing this which drew the serpent's attention. 


"What cute morsels!" The inspector said, laughing a bit. 


"We may be cute, but we're nobody's morsels!" Willow said as she 
created and slammed a spell circle on the floor, summoning the plant 
she had used in her duel earlier. 


"Time for a power-up!" Gus said, casting a spell while jumping 
across the front of the plant where it then gained muscular arms. 


The plant launched itself to punch the inspector, but was caught in 
her tail before she then ate it. After swallowing it, the inspector then 
opened her mouth and drained the magic from Willow and Gus, the 
two collapsing with their skin becoming pale. 


"| feel... so weak." Willow said as she tried to make a spell circle 
which instantly disappeared due to her weakened state. 


"Willow! Gus!" Gizi said as she rushed over to the two before she 
was then grabbed by the inspector. 


Seeing where this would go, Luz quickly acted and went on to save 
her friend before she was drained, rushing over to the inspector as 
she prepared to drain the Duskerman of her magic while bringing out 
her notepad containing her glyphs. 


"Eat this!" Luz said as she then tossed a glyph into the inspector's, 
the activating glyph causing the monster pain as she then screamed 
and dropped Gizi. 


"What is this?" The inspector said as she began coughing out shreds 
of paper with steam coming out of her mouth. "It burns! Ack! It 
burns!" 


"Thanks, Luz." Gizi said as Luz helped her to her feet. 
"No problem." Luz said before she rushed over to Willow, putting her 


friend's arm over her shoulders as she helped her up. "Come on, | 
know somewhere safe!" 


Just when Gizi managed to get over and put Gus' arm over her 
shoulders, the two heard a roar and looked back to see the now- 
recovered inspector charging at them. Unable to move out of the 
way, the girls screamed as they were about to be attacked by the 
monster. 


"Flame Dragon's Roar!" With that shout, a blast of fire came in and 
hit the inspector from behind, sending her flying into the wall behind 
the girls. Wondering what happened, a swift breeze went by the girls 
and the two soon looked to see a familiar teenage swordsman in 
front of them who gave a serious glare at the monster. "Stay away 
from my friends, you ugly freak!" 


"Ryuji!" Luz said, happy to see her friend. "Boy, am | glad to see 
you!" 


"Quick! Get Willow and Gus out of here!" Ryuji said to the girls. "I'll 
hold off the monster!" 


"Ryuji, are you crazy?" Gizi said to her cousin with shock. "Didn't you 
see what that monster did to our friends?" 


"Yeah, | know. | saw her do it to Amity and Bump." Ryuji told her. "I'm 
just gonna try to buy you girls time to get to safety. I'll meet up with 
you when | can." 

"But Ryuji..." Luz said before Ryuji interrupted her. 


"I'll be fine! Just go!" 


Though she did want to argue, Luz knew she had to get her friends 
to safety. With a sigh of defeat, she decided to do what Ryuji said. 


"Okay. Let's go, Gizi." Luz said. 


"Alright." Gizi said before the two then ran off with their weakened 
friends. "Good luck, Ryuji!" 


[Ryuji] 


With my friends now away from danger, | looked back at the 
inspector as she got back up. 


"Such power." The snake monster said before she took a few whiffs 
of the air and sighed in content. "Aaaah! So you're the strong magic | 
smelled earlier. The magic you give off, it's so intoxicating. | wonder 
how it will taste." 


"Lady, you want a taste of what | got? Well, here you go!" | said 
before | then prepared for another attack, focusing my magic into my 
Saisho with wind surrounding it. "Attack Magic: Wind Cloak! Tempest 
Slash!" With that one swing, | sent out a powerful gust of wind right 
at the monster. But instead of hurting her, the snake only snuck up 
the wind and swallowed it down like she did with the magic she took 
from Bump and my friends, shocking me. "What?" 


"Mmm! That was delicious!" the monster said as she grinned with 
glee. "I've never tasted such powerful magic in my life!" 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Crap! | didn't think she was strong enough to take in attacks like that! 
I did not think this one through! What kind of monster is she? 


"Forget this school! Your magic is more than enough to give me my 
fill!" Licking her lips, | became more shocked as | knew what she was 
about to do. 


"Uh-oh." Seeing | was in trouble, | then turned to run while casting 
my Wind Dash spell, but | slipped as the inspector sucked it right up 
before | could cast it. Getting up on my hands and knees, | barely 
had time to react as the inspector wrapped me up in her tail. 


"Don't struggle. It'll just make things harder for you." With that, the 
monster opened her mouth and began to suck at my magic, making 
me groan in pain as | could feel the magic leaving my body. 


[No one's view] 


With multicolor energy of red, orange, green, light blue, blue, purple, 
and brown being pulled away from Ryuji and into her mouth, the 
inspector felt nothing but satisfaction as she drained the magic from 
the young hybrid who had his eyes closed in pain from the 
experience. But, being too indulged from absorbing the powerful 
magic, she failed to notice the wisps of black energy seeping out of 
the boy's eyes. With the Dragonstone Ryuji is wearing turning black, 
the multicolored energy coming out of Ryuji soon developed a line of 
black in the middle of its spectrum. The moment the black line of 
energy entered her mouth, the monster's eyes widened in shock as 
what she was enjoying had suddenly begun to taste extremely bitter 
to her. After a brief moment of having the magic go down her throat, 
she gave out a loud roar as she lost her grip on the hybrid. Landing 
on his butt on the floor, Ryuji groaned as he rubbed his head, the 
magic that was seeping out of him retreating back into his body 
including the black wisps from his eyes. With the magic back where 
it belonged, the Dragonstone returned to its normal diamond-like 
color. 


[Ryuji] 


After recovering from both the drain and being dropped on my butt, | 
looked at the monster as she started coughing like crazy. And | mean 
like crazy since she looked like she just ate a Carolina Reaper 


pepper. 


"What... What's going... going on?" The inspector through her 
coughing fit. "This magic... it's worse... it's worse than what... what 
that brat gave me! How could something... smell so amazing yet... 
taste so horrible?" With her starting to gag, | then gasped as | looked 
down at my hand and realized what was causing her so much pain. 


"The curse." | said before | was pinned down to the floor by a clawed 
hand, its scaley own glaring down at me with a growl. 


"| don't know why and | don't care!" she said to me. "If | can't have 
that magic, then I'll make sure no one else will!" Just then, a dark red 
fireball came in and hit the monster right in the face, making her 
back away and hold her face in pain. 


"Hey!" Hearing that familiar and following where the inspector was 
glaring, | looked over to see one fellow student of the Warriors 
Coven standing there, glaring back at the monster. "Stay away from 
my brother!" With that declaration, she then made dark red flames 
appear above her held-up palms. 

"Juni!" | said, smiling at seeing my sister. 

"| take it you're the one causing the trouble here." Juniper said to the 
monster. "Look, | don't really give a shit about this school, but no one 
hurts my bro! You want DK, you have to go through me!" 


"Heh-heh-heh. You seriously want to fight me?" The snake said with 
a chuckle. "What can you possibly do, little girl?" 


"How about | show you?" My twin said as she stood her ground 


without being intimidated by the inspector before tossing her flames 
at the monster who then sucked them up into her mouth. 


[Ryuji's aside] 

Big mistake there. 

"Aaaah!" The inspector screamed with a burst of dark red flame 
coming out of her mouth. "Not again!" 

"You okay, DK?" Juniper said as she helped me to my feet. 


"Yeah, I'm fine." | told her. "Thanks for the save, sis." 


"No problem." She said before we both looked back to the monster 
who was still screaming as her mouth kept on burning. "What is that 
thing anyway?" 


"| have no idea." | told her. "All | Know is that she's got a taste for 
magic and pretended to be an inspector to get in here. She already 
drained Bump and Amity." 


"Wait, if she eats magic, how come my flames are burning her mouth 
right now?" 


"That's because they're made from your curse. Apparently, she can't 
take the curse we got from Mom mixed with our magic. She can take 
in normal magic, but she can't take the kind mixed with the curse." 


"SO we're basically immune to her powers." 
"Exactly and this gives me an idea. Think you can keep her busy?" 


"Seeing how her draining trick isn't gonna work on me? Won't be a 
problem. Just do whatever ya gotta do." 


"Great. Good luck, sis!" Putting my Saisho back on my back, | then 
ran off to find Luz and Gizi. 


[No one's view] 


With her brother running out of sight, Juniper then turned back to the 
inspector who coughed up some smoke as the fire in her mouth 
finally died down. 


"Want to keep this going?" Juniper said with a confident grin. "Been 
wanting someone to fight all day." 


"Very well. | haven't had a different dinner in a while." The monster 
said as Juniper then made another set of flames appear in her hands 
before the two lunged at each other. 


In the Detention Track classroom, both Gizi and Luz enter while 
carrying the weakened Willow and Gus into the room. After getting 
them over to the chalkboard, they both set their friends against the 
wall before looking toward the sound of snoring and saw the teacher 
there was still asleep. 


"Wow, that guy can sleep through anything." Gizi said with surprise 
as Luz quickly grabbed a piece of chalk and drew the outline of the 
door Viney had done earlier on the board before tapping it to open 
the passage to the Hall of Secret Shortcuts. 


"Wait right here. I'll be back." Luz said as she then called right 
through the passage. 


In the Hall, Cameron was talking with the Detention Track students, 
trying to get them to give Luz another chance to befriend them. 


"Look, | Know you three feel hurt, but | swear to you that Luz is a 
good person." Cameron said to them. "Just give her another 
chance." 


"After what she said? No way!" Viney replied. 

"Viney, you only heard what she said to her friends." Cameron said 
to her. "Plus, that's only because Bump wasn't gonna let her do 
anything the whole time she's here. Wouldn't all of you said the 
same thing if you were in her shoes?" 


"Yeah, but still..." Before Viney could argue, Luz came bursting in 
through the door. 


"Guys! | need your help!" 


"What are you doing here?" Viney asked, showing she was still 
freshly mad at her like her classmates. 


"Viney, don't." Cameron said to the witch before he turned to the 
human girl as she ran over to him. "Luz, what's wrong?" 


"Cam, we are in big trouble!" Luz said to her. "There's a horrible 
thing loose in the school and it's draining everybody's magic!" 


"How do we know you're not just lying just to get back in here?" 
Viney asked, narrowing her eyes at Luz as she walked over. 


"I'm sorry for hurting your feelings, but please listen!" Luz begged to 
Viney. "I'm telling you the truth! Something out there is attacking 
Hexside!" 


"She's telling the truth!" Called out Ryuji as everyone turned to see 
him walk in while carrying Gus, followed by Gizi who was carrying 
Willow. "Look what happened to Willow and Gus!" 


"Argh!" Gizi said as she fell to the floor, not being able to carry the 
Plant Track witch. The S.M.M.S. members all gasp in shock from 
seeing the state their fellow students were in. 


[Ryuji] 


After telling the club about what happened and leaving Willow and 
Gus to recover after Viney told us they would be okay and just 
needed rest, me along with Luz and Gizi went with her and the other 
club members to find Juniper to show them the monster we escaped 
from, Cameron and Edric taking the lead. 


"So you're saying that a monster is running around the school and 
draining everyone's magic?" Cameron asked as him and the Blight 
looked through different doors, trying to catch sight of my sister's 
battle. 


"Yeah, she snuck in here by pretending to be the inspector." | told 
him. "She drained Bump and Amity like she did with Willow and 
Gus." 


"Wait, what about Xanny? Is he okay?" He said with concern. 


"Last | saw him, he was carrying Amity through the halls with that 
monster on his tail." | said to him. "Though considering how that 
thing switched targets, I'm sure he's fine. He hit the alarm to 
evacuate the school." 


"| still can't believe you left your sister to fight that thing on her own!" 
Viney said to me with a glare. 


"Viney, calm down. She's fine." | told the witch. "That thing can't take 
her magic and she can handle herself pretty well." 


"But what if she can't go against this thing? What if she gets hurt?" 
Viney asked. 


Before | could say anything else, we were both drawn to the sight of 
a dark red flame coming through a door for a moment before it 
disappeared. 


"| don't think that'll be an issue." Cameron said before we all looked 
over and looked to watch the fight between my sister and the 

inspector going on as my sister jumped up to the side and landed a 
right hook on the monster, sending her crashing into some lockers. 


"Come on! Is that all you got?" Juniper said, taunting the monster 
who then roars at her which made Cameron gasp before he then 
slammed the door shut. 


"Oh, Titan! We are screwed!" Cameron said as he leaned against the 
door in fear. 


"Cam, what's the matter?" | asked my cousin. 


"This is a lot worse than | thought." Cameron told me. "That thing out 
there is a greater basilisk!" 


"A basilisk?" | said, surprised to hear this. "I thought those things 
were extinct." 


"Yeah, well they aren't now!" Miguel commented bluntly. 
"Wait, you know what Cam's talking about?" Luz asked me. 


"Yeah, my dad told me all about them." | told her. "Basilisk are beast- 
type demons that have the ability to absorb any magic they come 
across." 


"| heard about them in a class." Viney spoke up. "My cousin at St. 
Epiderm said she saw a basilisk, but | thought she was just kidding." 


"The basilisk your cousin must've been the same one that we're 
dealing with." | spoke up. "I heard a news report about all of Glandus 
High being drained by magic and the basilisk told us she was the 
one who caused it. She must've been attacking schools all over the 
Isles, pretending to be an inspector to get in and then draining 
everybody of their magic when they least expect it." 


"Yeah, which is why we should leave right now!" Cameron said as he 
then grabbed me by the arm. "There's an exit out of the school, we 
can take that and..." 


"Wait, wait, wait!" | said as | pulled myself free from them. "The 
school is under attack and you're just gonna run away?" 


"Ryuji, that is a basilisk!" Cameron told me. "We can't fight that! It'll 
drain us dry of magic before we can even hit it!" 


"Well, we have to do something!" | told him. "If that thing isn't 
stopped, it'll drain every last witch on Isles!" 


"He's right!" Luz said, backing me up. "Hexoleos are out there gettin’ 
hurt and, right now, we're the only ones who can save them." 


"But what can we do?" Cameron told us. "Most of us are just a bunch 
of rejects who spent their time experimenting with magic. None of us 
had done stuff like this." 


"That doesn't mean you can't try." Luz said as she stepped up. 
"Cam, | Know you're scared, but think about Hexside and everybody 
who goes here. There are so many people who love this school, just 
like you and this club. Every last one of them has worked so hard to 
get where they are now, to prove they belong here. Do you think the 
Lords of Calamity would run away and let so many people lose this 
place?" Cameron then turned to the side as he thought about it for a 
moment before he then gained a serious look. 


"No..." Cameron said. "They may have been troublemakers, but they 
would never run away from a fight, especially if it meant saving the 
school." 


"Then be like those troublemakers and help us save the school." Luz 
said to him. 


"Alright. I'll do it." Cameron said. "For my fellow students. For my 
fellow Society members. For my friends. For Hexside!" 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Wow. Luz actually managed to get Cameron to let go of his doubts 
and take a stand for Hexside. Usually, l'm the one who gets people 
to do that. Looks like the Isles is doing a lot more good for her than I 
thought. 


"Okay, So you guys got a plan on how to beat that basilisk?" 
Cameron asked. 


"| got one, but we're going to need the help of everyone here." | said 
before speaking out my plan. "Cam, you and Gizi go and make sure 
everyone gets out of the school. With the basilisk busy fighting Juni, 
we can make sure no one else gets drained." 


"You got it! Come on, Gizi!" Cameron said. 


"Okie-dokie!" Gizi said as she ran off with Cameron. 


"Good. Now, Luz," | said as | turned to my friend, "think you can 
spare me some glyphs? | need some." 


"Oh, sure." Luz said before she then handed me four glyphs, two of 
each of the only ones she knew. "Here." 


"Perfect." | said before | then turned to Edric. "Ed, do you know how 
to mix other magic with potions?" 


"Uh, sure. Barcus showed me." Edric said to me. "Why? 


"Let's just say | just thought of a potion that will be perfect for Ms. 
Magic-eater out there." | said, looking at the glyphs in my hand 
before turning back to Luz. "While we're working on the potion, Luz, 
you and the others will help Juni fight the basilisk." 


"Wait, you want us to fight that thing?" Miguel said out of shock. "Are 
you nuts? That thing will drain us before we can even land one spell 
on it!" 


"Not if you use combo spells." | told them with a smile. 


"Combo spells?" Miguel said, the trio becoming just as surprised as 
him. 


"Yeah. Considering that the basilisk had managed to drain a few 
schools, | think she only targeted them because she knew what to 
expect from them." | explained to them. "She might've been so 
confident because she thinks she's only dealing with people who 
only use their magic separately. If you use those combo spells you 
got, you'll have a chance." The four then went quiet for a bit with 
looks of hesitation until Jerbo spoke up. 


"But if Bump catches us mixing magic again..." 


"He'd kick us out of school." Viney finished. 


"Yeah, we'd be getting the boot for doing that." Miguel added as 
Barcus whimpered sadly. 


"Yeah, but you'll be saving the school." | said to them. "Look, | get it. 
None of you meant to get in trouble and you all love this school. Me 
and Luz know what that's like, especially Luz. Back home, both of us 
had gotten into a lot of trouble. While | only got in trouble because | 
was just doing what was right, Luz was only in trouble just by being 
herself. Sure, she may have caused some displeasure, but she 
didn't let that stop her from being who she is. Who cares what Bump 
thinks? What you guys got is special and that's what makes you 
cool. Sure, doing this will get you into trouble, but this will be for a 
good cause. You'll be saving the school that you and so many 
people here love. | never walked away when people needed help 
even when it got me in trouble. Even though it may get you in trouble 
here at school, you would do a good thing by making sure it can see 
another day. I'd say that's a risk worth taking. So what do you say? 
Will you help us save Hexside?" After saying all that, | watched as 
Viney, Miguel, Jerbo, and Barcus looked at each other, unsure if they 
were gonna go with the plan or not. 


[No one's view] 


Outside Hexside, all the students and teachers were waiting in front 
of the school, all of them worried as they all wondered what was 
happening and whether or not everything would be okay. Amongst 
them was Xander, who sat there on the ground while holding Amity 
close as she sat in his lap, the two of them just as worried as their 
fellow students as they looked at their school. They along with 
everyone else soon looked to the door as it burst open and Cameron 
came running out while playing a flute glowing in orange and red 
light. Following behind him were a manticore and a pegasus which 
had a couple of unconscious students and teachers on their backs, 
the winged creatures flying over to the crowd where the teachers 
that were present grabbed the unconscious passengers and gently 
laid them on the ground. 


"Come on! This way!" Hearing her voice, Xander and Amity then 
looked to see Gizi standing at the door, motioning to a crowd of 
students and a couple of teachers to go in that direction as they ran 
out and joined the group outside. 


"Thanks, guys." Cameron said to the two beasts after he stopped 
playing, the two nodding before he then turned to Gizi who came 
over to him with the large crowd behind him. "Is that everyone?" 


"Yeah, | think." Gizi told him. 


"Gizelle? Cameron?" Xander said out of surprise, getting the 
attention of the two. 


"Xanny!" Cameron said with a smile as he and Gizi went over to his 
brother. "You're alright!" 


"And Amity's okay too!" Gizi said, seeing Amity with Xander before 
she then cooed. "Aw! Are you two having a moment?" 


"I'm only comforting her, Gizelle." Xander told his cousin with an 
emotionless expression while sporting a blush. "Also she has 
suffered from having her magic drained and I'm making sure she is 
okay." 


"Here, let me help." Gizelle said as she then sat down in front of 
Amity before using a blue spell circle to heal her, the Blight girl 
starting to look better. 


"Thanks, Gizelle." Amity said, trying her best to sound grateful while 
in her weakened state. 


"No problem! Anything for a future member of the family!" Gizi said 
with a bright smile. 


"Where are Ryuji, Juniper, and Luz?" Xander asked as he looked at 
his brother. 


"They're still inside, dealing with the basilisk that's trying to drain 
everyone." Cameron told him. 


"That was a basilisk? And those three are going to fight it?" Xander 
said with shock. 


"Gizelle, watch over Mittens." Xander said with a serious expression 
as he handed Amity over to his cousin before he then gave a gentler 
one to his fiance. "I will be back." Getting his serious look back, he 
then stood up and made his way back into the school, taking out his 
lance. 


"Xanny, where are you going?" Cameron said, making Xander stop 
at the stairs. 


"To make sure our cousins and their human friend survive." Xander 
told his brother. 


"Wow. Since when did you start acting so much like a hero?" 
Cameron said with a smile. 


"I am only doing this to ensure that those three do not make a 
mistake and surrender their lives." Xander retorted before he then 
rushed into the school. 


In the school cafeteria, Juniper screams as she flies through the air 
before crashing into a table. Slowly recovering with a groan while 
covered in bruises, Juniper looks as the basilisk towers over her with 
a growl. 


"I've had just about enough of you." The basilisk as she raised one 
hand where her claws extended out. "It is time to end this fight once 
and for all!" Before she could swing her claw down, a paper with an 
Ice Glyph landed in front of it, the glyph activated with an ice pillar 
rising and launching the basilisk away. 


"From humblest of beginnings, a hero will rise." Said a familiar voice 
as a spotlight appeared in front of the pillar followed by a cloaked 
figure. "Trained in the arts of mixing magic, | am..." 


"Dinner!" The basilisk said as she then charged at the figure, causing 
them to yelp along with taking off the cloak to reveal themselves as 
Luz. 


"Seriously? You couldn't even let us finish?" Luz yelled as she ran 
away with the basilisk chasing her. 


"Luz?" Juniper said with confusion. 


"Juni, you okay?" Ryuji said as he and Edric came over and helped 
her to her feet. 


"DK? Ed?" Juniper said, surprised by this. "Yeah, I'm fine. What's 
going on?" 


"Just a little plan we're brewing." Edric told her. 


"Yeah, and speaking of brewing, we need your help. Come on!" Ryuji 
said as the three then ran off in the opposite direction. 


In the hallways, Luz continued to run with the basilisk right behind 
her. 


"Viney!" Luz called out as she continued running. "Do the thing! Do 
the thing!" 


Coming in from an adjacent hallway with a screech, a griffon flew in 
and rammed into the basilisk, pinning her to the ground where Viney 
stood close by with an orange spell circle 


"Atta girl, Puddles!" Viney said to the griffon before she looked to the 
floor. "Jerbo, now!" 


"On it!" Jerbo said from within the Pathway Tower, having an 
abomination made out of dirt open a door beside him while he uses 
his magic to create and use vines to pull a door on the ceiling open. 


Even after managing to get Puddles off her, the basilisk barely had 
any time to react before she fell through the door Jerbo opened and 
landed in the door his abomination opened. She manages to hold 
herself up and tries to pull herself out until Miguel jumps up over her 
and strikes a cord on his lute, sending out a magic blast that pushes 
her through the door. 


Back in the auditorium, a weakened Bump is dragging himself to the 
front of the stage with whatever strength he had left. 


"Must... find... help." Bump groaned out just when a door on the 
ceiling and the basilisk came through, crashing onto the stage and 
causing the principal to fall off onto the floor. 


From this, Luz then came down through the door where she 
summersaults off the basilisk and lands perfectly on the stage, 
Miguel following by sliding down the basilisk's tail onto the stage. 


"It's all you, Barcus!" Luz said with a smile, the canine-like warlock 
giving a bark as he walked out from behind a curtain with a serious 
look on his face before he took the basilisk's hand and pour a purple 
potion on it. 


"What? Where am I?" the basilisk said as Barcus looks out her 
purple palm carefully before he then yipped a bit with his eyes 
glowing purple, this confusing her greatly. "What's he doing? What's 
he saying?" 


"He's just reading your palm." Luz said as Jerbo and Viney joined 
her and Miguel as they smiled at the basilisk with Jerbo being carried 
down by his abomination and Viney being carried down by her 
griffon Puddles. 


"And he said that your future looks bleak." Miguel added just as they 
all look over to see Jerbo's abomination pull on a rope which 
Puddles then cuts, causing a couple of sandbags to fall and land on 
the basilisk with their weight sending right through the floor of the 
stage. 


With this, the teens then cheered out as they thought they had 
defeated the basilisk until she popped out from under the stage 
behind them and wrapped her tail around Luz, Jerbo, Miguel, and 
Viney. 


"A clever trick, but it will take a lot more than a couple of little witches 
to stop me." The basilisk said as she prepared to drain their magic 
right before she heard a roared and turned just as she was pounced 
at by a familiar beast-like abomination. 


"Leave my club alone, basilisk!" Hearing that voice, the five then 
turned to see Xander standing at the door with a serious glare while 
holding his lance which had a spear glowing into magenta and 
orange. 


"Xander!" Luz said with a smile. "You came to save us!" 


"Well, someone had to make sure you didn't kill yourselves by doing 
anything this foolish." Xander said with an emotionless expression 
before he pointed his lance forward. "Grimmination, attack!" With 
that, Xander's Grimmination began to battle the basilisk, the 
Grimmination having the upper hand in where it was able to pick up 
and toss the basilisk over to where she landed in front of Xander. 
"MacSoula-Bane!" 


"On it!" Miguel said with a grin as he then used his magic to create 
an orange guitar pick and use it to play his lute like a guitar, using 
magic through his music to take a couple of seats in the auditorium 
and make them float in the air. 


Just as the basilisk got up, she didn't have time to react as the chair 
circled around her in a straight line before they all transformed into a 


chain which then wrapped around her, causing the basilisk to fall 
down to the floor again. 


"You could do stuff like that the whole time?" Viney asked as she, 
Luz, and Jerbo looked at him in shock. 


"Only when | really put my heart out into music!" Miguel said as he 
kept on playing. 


"Hey, guys!" Hearing that voice, they all then looked and watched as 
Ryuji, Juniper, and Edric ran through the door with Ryuji holding up a 
potion bottle full of multicolor liquid of yellow, light blue, and dark red. 
"We finished the potion!" 


"Awesome!" Miguel said to him as the basilisk struggled against the 
chain he made. "We already got her pinned, so go ahead and use it!" 


"Alright, then open her mouth!" Ryuji said as he then pulled the cork 
off the bottle. 


"Allow me." Xander said before he spoke out to his Grimmination. 
"Grimmination, open the mouth of the basilisk!" With that, his 
Grimmination did as he said and forced the basilisk to open her 
mouth. 


"Take this, you magic-feaster!" Ryuji yelled out as he then threw the 
potion straight into the basilisk's throat. "Okay, now let her go!" 


"What?!" Xander and Miguel said in shock. 


"Just trust me!" Ryuji said with both warlocks looking at each other in 
hesitation for a moment before Xander spoke up. 


"Grimmination, stand down." At his command, the Grimmination let 
go and backed away from the basilisk who then closed her mouth 
before she started gagging. After getting a nod from the Duskerman, 
Miguel then stopped playing, the magic he used to create the chain 
disappearing as it then turned back into the seats of the auditorium. 


Now she was released, the teens all then watch as the basilisk stood 
up and grabbed a hold of her throat while gagging a bit before she 
then managed to swallow the potion in her throat. After taking a 
moment and managing to regain her breath from the experience, she 
then gave out a belch where she then caught the potion bottle which 
was now completely empty. 


"Really? A potion?" The basilisk smugly asked as she looked at the 
empty bottle before she turned to Ryuji. "Did you honestly think that 
something as simple as that would stop me?" 


"No, which is why | didn't give you a simple potion." Ryuji said as he 
returned her smug smile and made her lose hers. 


"Oh, really? To me, that looked more like the simplest of..." The 
basilisk said before she then gained a look of shock and her 
stomach began to grumble. 


"What was that?" Miguel asked as Ryuji continued to smile. 
"That would be the potion going to work." The hybrid told him. 


"What? What are you-Oh!" The basilisk said before she then quickly 
held onto her stomach, dropping the bottle she had which breaks 
onto the floor. "Oh, my stomach!" 


"Looks like something isn't sitting well with ya, huh?" Ryuji said to 
her. 


"You! What did you do? Ugh!" She said with a groan. "What was... 
that potion?" 


"Oh, nothing. Just a little magic cocktail | made just for you." He told 
her. "You see, | actually know more about your kind than you think, 
especially what made you extinct." 


"What?" the basilisk said to him in shock. 


"Yeah, my dad told me exactly what brought your whole entire 
species to extinction. Because you guys lived to drain magic from 
any living creature, the first witches who came here to the Isles knew 
that they had to get rid of you so anyone could live here. Thanks to 
the Titan, they managed to find a way to fight against you." 


"The Titan?" Luz said before she gasped in realization as she 
remembered how her glyph affected the basilisk back in the hallway. 
"Glyph Magic! They used Glyph Magic on the basilisk!" 


"That's right, Luz!" Ryuji confirmed. "Basilisk can only consume 
magic that comes naturally and directly from living creatures." 


"Of course." Xander said as he caught up on what his cousin was 
saying. "The glyphs don't derive their power from the ones who use 
them, it's magic in its purest form. Because of that, a basilisk can't be 
able to consume it." 


"Exactly." Ryuji said to him. "And, thanks to Secret Mixed Magic 
Society, | was able to mix some of Glyph Magic into a potion." 


"In other words, you poisoned it in a way that it's toxic to basilisks." 
Xander added. 


"Clever, but not clever enough. As I've come to witness, this so- 

called Glyph Magic doesn't last long on me. | can easily handle- 

Aah!" The basilisk said as she then collapsed to the floor in pain. 
"Why does this still hurts?" 


"Oh, that's because | didn't just put glyphs into that potion." Ryuji told 
her. 


"What?" the basilisk asked in confusion. 


"Seeing how you reacted to them, | added some of Juni's Demon 
Flame to give this potion a little extra kick." 


"What?!" The basilisk said with horror. 


"Yeah, | didn't make this potion just to beat you." Ryuji told her. "I 
made this to return every last piece of magic you ate back to where it 
belongs! Using both Glyph Magic and my sis' special flames, this 
potion is something that'll force all that magic in your stomach right 
back out!" 


"You son of a bitch! I'll..." the basilisk said before she started 
clutching her stomach as it grumbled again, causing her to groan as 
she rivaled in pain. After a moment, her stomach then started 
growing while glowing in rainbow light. "No, nooo!" 


After a moment, the big bulge then began to travel up the basilisk 
until it reached her mouth which she covered with her hands to keep 
it closed and keep what was in it from coming out, causing her 
cheeks to swell up as her eyes widen in shock. 


"Look out! She's gonna blow!" Ryuji called out as he, his sister, 
Edric, and Xander ducked down behind the seats. Luz, Viney, Jerbo, 
Miguel, and Barcus did as he said and went huddled together with 
Puddles as Jerbo's abomination stood in front of them. 


After the teens all took cover, unable to hold it in anymore, the 
basilisk lost her grip on her mouth and spat out what was in her 
mouth, a stream of multicolored light erupting from her maw. The 
multicolored light then divided into multiple wisps of light, one which 
was green as it then went back into Bump who gasp as he got up on 
his hands and knees with his skin returning to its usual color. 


In the Hall of Secret Shortcuts, two wisps went over and went into 
the unconscious Willow and Gus who gasped awake as their skin 
returned to normal, a light blue wisp being received by Gus anda 
green wisp going into Willow. 


Reaching outside, while a majority of the wisps went up into the sky 
and scattered across the Boiling Isles, some went to the group 
standing out in front of the school and went into the unconscious 


students and teachers who regained their usual color as they all 
woke up with a gasp. With a pink wisp entering her, a weakened 
Amity instantly sat up with a gasp as her skin returned to normal, 
Gizi smiling as the Blight girl was now looking in perfect health. 


[Ryuji] 


Coming out of hiding, me, Juniper, Xander, and Edric walked out and 
looked over to the basilisk who now looked like a deflated balloon as 
she gave a weak groan from having lost all the magic that was 
forced out of her. Walking over to her, me, my sister, and Edric gave 
her proud smiles as we looked down at her with Xander. 


"How's it feel to be outsmarted by a couple of teens?" | said to her. 


"This isn't regulation, you know." The basilisk weakly told me as she 
tried her best to hold up her head. 


"Mixed magic, lady." | told her. "There's no regulation about it." With 
that, the basilisk then dropped her head to the ground and closed 
her eyes before she then stopped breathing, which shocked me. 
"Wait, is she..." 


"Indeed." Xander told me. "Without any magic, she can't be able to 
sustain herself. Those were her final words." 


"Well, that's perfect." | said, a little disappointed by this. "Now we 
won't know what she was doing here or even how." 


"Eh, who cares?" Juniper casually said. "The school's still standing 
and now nobody will have their magic taken again." 


"DK!" Turning over towards the stage, we all watched as Luz came 
over from the stage along with Jerbo, Barcus, Viney, and Miguel with 
excited looks on their faces. 


"Luz!" | said as my friend ran up and hugged up to me along with the 
detentionees. 


"That was amazing!" Luz said to me as she and the others let go of 
me. "You saved Hexside!" 


" We saved Hexside." | said as | then looked to Miguel and the 
Detention Track trio with a proud smile. "This was a team effort. 
Great job, everyone." 


"Oh, it was no biggie." Miguel told me. "I'm just glad | finally got to 
rock out." 


"I'm glad that | was able to work with Puddles again." Viney put in as 
she then pet her griffin who flew over to her. 


"I'm glad that | could finally put my abomination to good use." Jerbo 
said as his plant abomination came over to stand beside him 
followed by Barcus giving a happy bark. "And Barcus is glad that he 
finally got to use a potion to tell the future." 


"And | see someone here decided to use his combo spell." | said as | 
looked over to Xander as his Grimmination walked over to him. 


"Well, | had no other choice considering we were dealing with a 
greater basilisk." Xander told us. "To combat such a beast, | Suppose 
| decided to be less predictable like you and Luz. Speaking of which, 
where has she gone too?" 


"What? She right... huh?" | said while looking over to my side to only 
find Luz gone. "Luz? Where'd you go?" 


"Right here." Luz said as | turned my head to see her hiding behind 
me while looking scared. 


"Luz, what are you..." | said right before | realized what was going on 
as | remember the Grimmination. "Oh, right." With that, | then turned 


to Xander. "Xander, mind getting rid of your Grimmination? Forgot 
that Luz is scared of Grimm." 


"She fears a fictional species of monsters?" Xander said as he 
raised a brow at me. 


"Yeah, | know, but you have to admit that the Grimm are pretty 
terrifying." 


"| see your point. Very well." With his Sieghild returning to normal, 
the Grimmination then disappeared in a flash of light. 


"Phew! Thanks, Xander." Luz said with a grateful smile as she then 
came out from behind me. 


"Guys!" Cameron said as we turned to see him, Gizi, and Amity run 
over to us. "We saw a whole bunch of magic fly out the doors." 


"Yeah, they were all like whoosh!" Gizi said with her usual bright 
smile. "Does this mean..." 


"Yeah, the basilisk has been taken care of." | said, motioning to the 
dead monster on the floor. 


"Mittens, you're..." Looking over to Xander, we all then watched in 
surprise as Amity instantly hugged him, her head turned away. 
"Mittens?" 


"Don't ever scare me like that again." Amity said to him. 
"What?" Xander asked, confused by this. 


"Just don't do it again." Amity said, the shaking and quiet tone of her 
voice telling me she had tears in her eyes. "Please." Xander looked 
down at her in surprise for a moment before he then gained a look of 
remorse. 


"As you wish." Xander solemnly said as he returned to the hug with 
his eyes closed. This lasted for a good moment until... 


"Oof!" Juniper winced as we all looked to see her with a hand on her 
chest. "Sorry, just a twinge. That basilisk lady did a number on me. 


"Oh, here. Let me help you with that." Viney said as she went over 
and used a blue spell circle to heal my sister of all her wounds. "And 
for being a good patient..." With the witch using an orange spell 
circle, her griffon Puddles then went over to Juniper and spat out a 
lollipop in her hand. 


"Oh, thanks." My sister said with a smile. "Been wondering who 
trained the griffin to be a treat dispenser." 


"Yeah, Puddles makes a great assistant." Viney said to my twin. 


"No arguments here." My twin unwrapped the lollipop before she 
stuck it in her mouth. "What's your name?" 


"I'm Viney." 

"Well, Viney, you got some cool magic there." 

Viney was surprised by this. "You really think so?" 

"Yeah, would be good to have a healer in the Beast-Keeping Track. | 
mean, | wouldn't mind having a cute nurse around there." With my 
sister giving her a wink, Viney then rubbed her arm bashfully as she 


smiled with a blush. 


"Hey, guys! What's going on?" Emira said as we saw her walk into 
the room with surprise. 


"Em, didn't you see what was going on out here?" | asked her. 
"No, | was in the bathroom.” She told me. 


"You were in the bathroom this whole time?" Miguel asked. "Didn't 
you hear the bell? 


"No, | was listening to some music while waiting for Cam to settle 
everything down in the Hall." She said while holding up some 
headphones. "What'd | miss?" 


"Only the S.M.M.S. saving the whole school!" Miguel said to her. 


"Yeah, it was amazing!" Luz said before she spoke to the trio. "You 
guys were amazing! All of you..." 


"Are in so much trouble!" Bump spoke up as we all looked to see him 
glaring at us from behind the dead basilisk. "Leaving your 
homeroom, destroying the auditorium!" With hearing a door open, 
we all turned to see Willow and Gus standing at it. "Is that a door to 
the Pathway Tower?" Willow and Gus then ducked away from the 
door to avoid getting spotted. 


"Wait, you knew about the Tower?" | asked as we were all surprised 
by this. 


"Of course. | am the principal of this school." Bump said to us. "As 
such, | know about the secret passages used by your ancestors. 
Which is one reason | am disappointed in all of you. | suspected 
Miguel of being a troublemaker, but you and Xander? | honestly that 
you would be better than this." He then turned to the Detention Track 
students. "And to believe you three had been using the Tower as 
your own secret hideout..." 


"It wasn't just them that used the Tower as such." Xander spoke up. 
"| was using it for the same reason." 


"What?" Bump was shocked by this. 


"Yeah, | used it as a hideout." Miguel said with a serious look on his 
face. 


"Me too. In fact, | was using it for a hideout way before these guys." 
Cameron put in before he then glared at the Blight Twins who winced 
a bit before they spoke. 


"We hang out there too." Edric admitted. 
"Yeah, we use it as a hideout." Emira added. 


"In truth, all of us are part of a secret society here at Hexside.” 
Xander told the principal. "One of which studies other types of magic 
and creates all sorts of spells with them in secret, the same spells 
who you punished the first three in the Detention Track for." 


"Well, | hope you all like the Detention Track because that is where 
I'm sending you all." Bump said to them. "And I'll ensure you stay 
there by having every entrance to the Tower under guard." Most of 
the S.M.M.S. members all exclaimed in shock and disbelief at what 
they were told while Xander looked down in despair. 


"Principal Bump, wait!" Luz spoke up as she got in front of everyone. 
"| know it was wrong for them to use the Tower as a hideout, but let's 
think about this. Why would kids in the Detention Track or even top 
students like Xander need a secret hideout?" 


"| don't Know or care to know the ins and outs. | will not take this sort 
of rascality." Bump said as he then pulled out the rule book. "Now, if 
the Emperor's Coven can send an actual inspector this time..." 


"Principal Bump, we get that you need coven money." Luz said, 
trying to get Bump to change his mind. "But if you have to hurt your 
students to get it, what's the point? They saved Hexside. They 
should be allowed to study what they wish." With that, all of the 
S.M.M.S. except for Xander smiled in appreciation for Luz standing 
up for them. Even me and Juniper smiled from feeling proud of Luz 
for doing this. 


[Ryuji's aside] 


Once again, Luz has surprised me again. Standing up for others like 
this is usually what I do, especially when | pick fights. Boy, is her 
mom gonna be surprised when we get back home. 


"I'm sorry, but such a thing is against the rules." Bump said, making 
all of us lose our smiles and | then started to get pissed. "If students 
wanted to learn from more than one track, they should have applied 
for the Warriors Track. Because most of these students here didn't, 

I'm afraid that..." 


"Shut the hell up, Bump!" | snapped, getting everyone's attention as | 
glared at Bump. 


"Excuse me?" Bump said, surprised by this. 


"| said 'Shut... the hell... up'!" | told him as | walked up and stood in 
front of Luz. "I frickin' had it with this bullshit! In case you haven't 
forgotten, these guys saved your ass! Not to mention Hexside! This 
school wouldn't be standing if it weren't for them! You should be 
thanking them for making sure you still have a school to run! Yet 
here you are, scolding and punishing them for doing the right thing! 
And you call yourself a principal." | crossed my arms in 
disappointment at him. "For shame, Bump. For shame." 


"Yes, it is true that they had managed to save the staff and the 
student body." Bump said to me. "But this doesn't excuse the fact 
that they broke the rules." 


"Yeah, they aren't the only ones who broke those stupid rules." | told 
him. "I broke them too. You know what happened? | got locked up in 
a magic-proof room and wasn't going to be let out until the inspecting 
was done!" 


"Oh, well..." Bump said as he held the book close to him before | 
then used a spell circle to take it away from him. "Wait, what are you 
doing?" 

"Sis, you mind?" | said as handed the book to Juniper. 


"With pleasure." Juniper said as she took the book and burned it to 
ashes, causing Bump to gasp. 


"Those rules weren't gonna help anyone, especially now!" | said to 
Bump. "Don't you remember what they said about Glandus? 
Everybody there was drained of their magic and it turned out the 
basilisk lying here was the culprit! That is what would've happened to 
us if we followed those stupid rules! That thing no doubt saw us as 
easy prey because it knew all the schools followed those rules! It 
was prepared to take on anyone who could use only one type of 
magic! Don't you see? Those rules would've gotten us killed! The 
only reason we did better against this monster is because we didn't 
follow those rules and used what the basilisk didn't expect." 


"And... what's that?" 


"The unpredictable. The basilisk was only prepared to handle each 
type of magic separately, had strategies to counter each of them one 
at a time. By using spells that had more than one type of magic, it 
got confused as it didn't know what was going on or how to face it. 
The rules say that combo spells are bad for the school, but they 
actually helped Hexside see another day. For crying out loud, the 
basilisk would still be draining magic and you along with everyone 
else wouldn't have gotten their magic back if | didn't know how to mix 
other magic with Potion Magic which is something Ed and Barcus 
managed to figure out. For all we know, we might've saved the 
island." 


"That may be true, but..." 


"But nothing! What these guys did was selfless and a great show of 
magic. These guys have talent." 


"They were being reckless." 
"But they didn't hurt anyone, did they?" 
"Well, no." 


"Exactly. None of them had actually done anything wrong. They were 
just trying to do what they wanted to do. And they weren't the first. 


For the past few decades, this secret club had plenty of members 
who did the same, but none of them showed that because they were 
afraid of getting in trouble. That's something | totally get. My dad 
would get it too since he actually did the same thing." 


"What?" Bump was shocked by this. 

"What?" Luz said, just as shocked. 

"What?!" Willow and Gus said as they popped up at the door. 
"What?!" The S.M.M.S., Amity, and Gizi repeated in disbelief. 


"Yeah. Our dad told us that he used that Tower to do what you guys 
were doing." Juniper said to the secret club members. "Before he 
started the Warriors Track, he would listen in on other classes in 
other tracks when he wasn't doing potions." 


"Wait, wait, wait! Hold up!" Cameron spoke up. "Let me get this 
straight. Axel Frank, the best student in all of Hexside and founder of 
the Warriors Track, used the shortcuts to learn from other tracks in 
secret like us?" 


"Yeah. How do you think he was able to use all kinds of magic so 
fast when he started the track?" | told him. 


"So you mean to tell us that your dad was actually a troublemaker 
like us?" Jerbo asked. 


"In a way, yeah." | told him. 


"| had no idea." Bump said in disbelief. "To think that Axel not only 
used the Pathway Tower for getting around the school, but to 
eavesdrop on lessons of the other tracks.” 


"Well, he couldn't exactly tell ya because he didn't want to get in 
trouble. And he wasn't alone." | told him with a smile. 


"You mean, there were others?" Bump asked. 


"He actually found plenty of other students that were like him." | 
answered. "In this very school, he actually found people who wanted 
to learn more than one type of magic, people who wanted to take 
other tracks like Xander and the people that here in this room." 


"The first members of the Secret Mixed Magic Society!" Xander said 
as he caught on. 


"Yeah, and l'm not really surprised with how the Coven System is 
basically part of the education system around here." | said as | 
continued. "Given how strict it is, there were gonna be people that 
would be against the rules. That's the whole reason my dad started 
the Warriors Track." 


"Really?" Bump said, surprised by this. 


"Yeah." | told him, losing my smile. "Bump, my dad didn't make a 
new track just to add something new to the learning curriculum. The 
Warriors Track was part of something bigger. When he started 
learning magic, my dad didn't like it that he could only learn just one 
type of magic. Much like Luz, he wanted to learn other types of 
magic as well. He wanted to use it to its full potential. When he found 
others that were like him, he saw just how much injustice the Coven 
System was bringing." 


"Injustice." 


"Yeah, injustice. Do you really think everyone was happy with all 
this? No. In fact, there were people who hated it. The reason that 
teachers like you don't know that was because they were afraid of 
speaking out and getting in trouble, just like these guys." | motioned 
to the S.M.M.S. before | kept going. "All of them just wanted to try 
what they thought was cool and it broke my dad's heart to see them 
not being allowed to do what they wanted or show what they could 
really do. None of them were even given a chance!" | pounded a fist 
on a Seat with that last part. "After he got to Hexside, my dad finally 
had enough and wasn't going to stand by and let people around here 
live out in fear of being themselves." | then regained my smile as | 


got to the good part, walking over to Viney and Jerbo. "That's where 
he started thinking about it. He said to himself ‘It's good to have 
different tracks for different kinds of magic, but wouldn't it be better if 
students could learn whatever they're interested in and be allowed to 
use more than one type of magic?’ He thought yes." | then put my 
arms over the shoulders of the two, pulling them close to me as they 
then smiled. "That's what the Warriors Track was meant to do, to 
show people of what it would be to allow people to use more than 
one type of magic. It was all part of his plan." 


"And what exactly was his plan?" 


"To give people a chance to be themselves." Letting go of Viney and 
Jerbo and | then walked back up to stand in front of my friends. "With 
making his coven, he was going to bring a new type of magic, one of 
which gave everyone that chance. He called this the Warrior Magic 
Project, the opportunity for any witch to use any magic they choose 
and to do whatever they want with it!" 


"You mean, your dad was trying to make it where people like us 
could learn from more than one track?" Viney asked as everyone 
smiled, except for Xander and Amity who looked at me with surprise. 


"Of course. That's how he taught me. It's why he makes a great 
teacher." | said before | spoke out to the S.M.M.S. "What you guys 
did with your magic is exactly the kind of magic my dad wanted 
people to see. All of you have actually made new ways in magic that 
could actually help the Isles." | then motioned to each member as | 
told them the great things they did with their magic. "Barcus, your 
use of Oracle Magic with potions is absolutely genius! This way, 
people can be able to see the future without even needing Oracle 
Magic just by using one potion, something Bump could've used to 
prevent this whole mess." My fellow teens all shared a laugh as | 
kept going. "Jerbo, your use of Plant Magic in making abominations 
is amazing. You practically made a mobile garden which can provide 
herbs or even produce to anyone. It can even act to deliver plants to 
people when they ask for them. And Viney, your use of having 
animals assist you while you do Healing Magic to help people 


actually has more to it than you think. With something like this, this 
would allow people to train animals to find any ill or injured witch and 
bring them over to places where they can receive medical attention. 
Not to mention open some doors towards medical treatment for 
animals. And let's not forget Xander's use of Beast-Keeping Magic 
and Abomination Magic to create a new abomination that can act as 
the perfect guard by both following orders and having advanced 
senses to spot any intruder, Edric's use of Illusion Magic in potions to 
create something that can provide the perfect distraction for any 
enemy for any escape and even disorient any enemy, Cameron 
using Bard Magic combined with Beast-Keeping skills, and Miguel's 
use of Bard Magic and Construction Magic to build anything with 
ease just by playing a simple tune." 


"Hey, what about me?" Emira spoke up with a scowl. 


"Oh, right. Um..." | said as | tried to come up with what Emira could 
do with illusions and healing. "I guess you could possibly use 
illusions to bring comfort to patients so you can be able to heal 
them." 


"Eh, good enough." Emira said as she crossed her arms. 


"My point is that all of you guys have this great potential which can 
help all sorts of people in more ways than one." | told the club 
members, causing them to smile. "It would be a waste if you guys 
can't show it." 


"Ryuji," Bump spoke up as he walked over, "whether what you Say is 
true or not, it sounds like wild magic which is something that is 
against the rules, both in and out of this school." 


"Those are rules set by the Coven System, not life." | told him. 
"Besides, what my dad was planning to do was just allowing people 
to learn whatever magic they want. How much they're using just 
depends on what they choose. It's not that big of a deal, it's just 
something to make things more interesting, to make the learning 
experience that more enjoyable." 


"DK's right." Juniper said, backing me up. "Sometimes you have to 
mix it up in the bedroom. It's just all part of the fun." 


"But... B-but..." Bump stuttered, unsure on what to say. 


"Come on, Bump." Juniper said to him. "You said you're not Belos' 
stooge. Just let these guys do combo spells. Wouldn't hurt to give 
things a try." 


"Yeah. All you have to do is give them a chance." | added. 


"Do the right thing, ya dingus." Gus put in as | watched him and 
Willow walk over to join us. 


We all then watched as it gave it some thought, looking at the dead 
basilisk on the floor before looking at his own students. After a 
moment, he then gave a sigh of defeat with a smile. 


"Alright. I'm smart enough to know when I've made a mistake." Bump 
said to us. "From now on, all students at Hexside will be allowed to 
choose whichever track they want to learn from, whether it be one or 
more." | cleared my throat as to remind him of something else. "In 
addition, they will be allowed to combine different types of magic to 
create new spells." Me and most of my fellow students smiled from 
hearing this. 


"Thanks, Principal Bump." | said to him. "We promise you won't 
regret it." 


"| sure hope so." Bump said before he then turned to Xander. 
"Xander, you are free to go." 


"Thank you, Principal Bump." Xander said before he then walked out 
of the room with Amity. 


"Now which tracks would you all like to be in?" Bump sad to the rest 
of the S.M.M.S. who all got excited grins. 


"Well, in addition to the track I'm already in," Cameron spoke up, "I 
want to take up Bard." 


"Beast-Keeping and Potions to go with Illusion classes for me." Edric 
said as his little bat flew onto his shoulder. 


"Healing and Illusions." Emira told the principal. 


"Healing and Beast-Keeping!" Viney said with Puddles coming over 
to her. 


"Plants and Abomination!" Jerbo answered with his abomination 
standing beside him. 


"Bard and Construction!" Miguel gave his answer with Barcus giving 
a bark. "He said he wants Potions and Oracle." 


"Then so be it." Bump said as he then used a spell circle to change 
the colors of the sleeves and leggings they had on. 


Viney got blue sleeves and orange leggings, Jerbo got green 
sleeves and magenta leggings, Barcus' sleeves were eacha 
different color with the right being purple and the left being yellow, 
Cameron got red leggings, Miguel got brown leggings, and Emira's 
sleeves turn from Illusion Track light blue to Healing Track blue. 
Edric's uniform got more of unique color scheme with the sleeves 
being made split-colored right at the elbow with upper half being 
orange and lower half being yellow. 


"Yeah! That's what I'm talking about!" Miguel exclaimed s they all 
looked at and admired their new uniforms. 


"I'm glad you like them." Bump said before his smile turned into a 
glare. "But, if any of you cause more property damage, I'm feeding 
you to the Choosy Hat." Regaining his smile, he then turned to Luz. 
"And you?" 


"Oh, | still can't choose." Luz said to him. "Maybe it's crazy, but | wish 
| could study a little bit of everything." 


"Very well." Bump said before he used a spell circle which causes 
Luz's uniform to glow. 


"Whoa! What's happening?" Luz said as her uniform instantly 
changed colors. "Whoa-ho! This is so cool!" 


When it was done, her uniform was now more colorful with her 
leggings and sleeves now split-colored, her tunic now yellow. Her 
right legging was red on top and orange on the bottom, her left 
legging was of two shades of blue, her left sleeve was purple on top 
and magenta on the bottom, and her right sleeve was green on top 
and brown on the bottom. | was just amazed to see Luz's uniform 
now reflecting multiple different tracks. 


"Yeah! I'm gonna study everything!" Luz excitedly said with a smile. 


"Not exactly everything. I'm afraid | can't allow you to take the 
Warriors Track." Bump said to her. "But considering what | 
witnessed, if you manage to progress to the level Ryuji is at, | might 
reconsider." 


"Thank you, Principal Bump." Luz said with grateful smile. 


"You know, Axel wasn't the only student who wanted to study every 
track. Only one other student asked for such." Principal Bump said 
before he then summoned a portrait that was covered in multicolor 
paint. "Unfortunately, she was never given the opportunity." 


"One of the Lords of Calamity?" Luz asked with eyes widened in 
Surprise. 


"Who're the Lords of Calamity?" Juniper asked. 


"A couple of troublemakers who founded the Secret Mixed Magic 
Society." | told my sister. 


"Oh, is that the nickname they were given?" Bump said with an 
amused smile. "Well, | supposed the two did have that sort of 
reputation, one more than the other." 


"You knew them?" | asked, surprised by this. 


"Yes. They were students of mine." The principal told us. "And | do 
believe you might know them by other names." With a wave of his 
hand, he then used his magic to make the magic disappear. 


With the paint gone, me, the girls, and the S.M.M.S. were surprised 
to find a picture of two teen Hexside students with yellow sleeves 
standing back-to-back to each other with their arms crossed and 
sporting smiles. Me and my fellow students gasped as we all 
recognized them in an instant. The student on the right wearing blue, 
circular-framed glasses was my dad when he was my age and the 
one on the right being a teenage witch who looked exactly like 
Juniper but with two golden yellow eyes instead of one who was no 
doubt the Owl Lady herself when she was my age. 


"Mom and Dad." | said as I then gained a smile. 


"So the Lords of Calamity, the founders of our club, are actually the 
Owl Lady and the founder of the Warriors Track?" Cameron said in 
disbelief. 


"| should've guessed." Luz chuckled a bit, patting me on the back. 


"Looks like we take after folks a lot more than we thought." Juniper 
said with a proud smile. "Right, DK?" 


"Yeah, | guess we do." | said, sharing the smile before | looked to the 
window to see our mother flying over to the school from the window. 


"| got to tell Xanny about this!" Cameron said before he then ran out 
of the auditorium. 


"Slow down, Cam!" Emira said as her and Edric ran after him. 


"Yeah! Wait for us!" Edric added. 


"Guess this means you and me will be doing just about all the tracks 
together, Luz." | said to my friend. 


"Yeah, sure looks that way." Luz said to me, sharing my smile. "Not 
exactly how | thought my first day would go out, but at least it ended 
well." 


"Seeing how the day is over, you all are free to go home." Bump said 
to us. "I am going to inform the Emperor's Coven about our 
‘inspector's’ visit and see if they have anything to do with it. And I'll 
only say that it was brought down by a couple of brave young 
witches.” 


"Thanks, Principal Bump." | said before | then turned to the S.M.M.S. 
"Guess we'll be seeing you guys tomorrow?" 


"You kidding? Of course." Miguel said as the four smiled at us. "You 
guys rock!" 


"Yeah, you're pretty cool to hang out with." Viney said as me and her 
then did a fist bump. "DK, you, your sister, and your girlfriend are 
welcome to hang with us anytime." This made me and Luz lose our 
smiles and blush. 


"She's not my girlfriend! /I'm not his girlfriend!" Me and Luz said at 
the same time. 


"Yay! New besties!" Gizi said as she then pulled Viney, Jerbo, and 
Barcus into a hug. 


After that, me, Luz, and Juniper along with Gizi, Willow, Gus, and our 
newest friends then made our way out of the school and we headed 
on home. 


After saying our goodbyes to our friends, me, Luz, and Juniper then 
got on Mom's staff and she then flew us back to the house. After 
getting back there, | then realized that we forgot King back at 
Hexside. Managing to get Mom to fly us back there, me and Juniper 
rushed into the school and went looking for King, searching all the 
trashcans we could find. While we were there, | decided it might've 
been the perfect chance to leave a little surprise for Bump when we 
got to his office which my sister was happy to help me set up. We 
also managed to run into some Coven Scouts who Juniper managed 
to help go where the dead basilisk was. Though surprised by this, we 
both shrugged it off and went back to searching for King. 


"King? King!" | called out after not finding him in a trashcan. 


“Come on! Where did that little demon go?" Juniper asked out of 
frustration. 


"Ryuji! Juniper!" Hearing that familiar voice, we both turned and were 
surprised to see Bump walk over to us. 


"Oh, hey, Principal Bump." | greeted him. 


"What are you two doing here?" Bump said to us. "I thought you two 
already went home." 


"We did, but then we remembered we forgot someone." | told him. 


"Yeah, a little hitchhiker." Juniper added. "We came back to pick him 
up." 


"I see. Then allow me to help you find him." Bump offered. 


"Thanks, Principal Bump." | said as we then started walking with him 
where | then noticed the book in his hands. "Got a new rules book, | 
see." 


"Yes, the Emperor's Coven provided with me one after | told them 
what happened to the previous one." Bump told us. "They arrived to 


take the remains of the beast that attacked us just after | informed 
them." 


"Speaking of which, did they know anything about this?" | asked him. 


"No, the Emperor's Coven denies knowing anything about the 
basilisk." Bump told us. 


"They expect us to believe that after it pretended to be one of them?" 
| said to him. 


"Yeah, it's too much of coincidence with it pulling this scam." Juniper 
added. 


"| agree, but I'm afraid we can't question them too much" Bump said. 
"Though this won't stop me from sending them a very stern letter." 


"Alright! Read chapters three to five on the right way to scratch 
yourself in public!" Said a familiar coming from a classroom that a 
couple of students were walking out of. "Spoiler alert: there's no 
wrong way!" Once the students were gone, we looked over to see 
King standing there while wearing a scarf and holding a coffee mug 
as he sighed in content. "Days like these make being a teacher all 
worth it." 


"King?" | asked, confused by this. 


"That's 'Mr. King’ to you..." King said as he turned and looked at me 
in shock. "Oh! Ryuji! Juniper! Hey!" 


"What are you doing?" Juniper asked. 
"Oh, just teaching some kids what they need." King told me. 


"Are you even certified as a teacher?" Bump said, looking down at 
King in disapproval. 


"Maybe not, but | care about these kids!" King said as he then tossed 
his coffee right into the old warlock's face. "And nothing can change 


that!" 


"Alright, come on, you little rascal." | said as | used my magic to pick 
and give King to Juniper who held him in her arms. "Sorry about that, 
Principal Bump." 


"It's quite alright. Just don't let it happen again." He said to me before 
me and my sister then made our way out. "Have a good day." 


"You too, Principal Bump." | said as me and Juniper then made our 
way outside and got on Mom's staff where she then took us home. 


After finally getting back home, we all sat down to enjoy a nice hot 
meal that Mom prepared with some help from me. The Owl Lady 
absolutely loved all the details on how our first day went. While she 
wasn't pleased with what me and Juniper had to go through, she did 
approve of what | did by putting the older warlock in his place and 
managing to get Hexside to allow all the students to choose any 
amount of tracks they wanted and do combo spells. The thing she 
loved the most was the fact her and Dad were still revered by both 
troublemakers and the members of the Secret Mixed Magic Society. 
Hell, she was proud to know that both me and her student got the 
chance to study all the tracks Hexside had, especially considering 
that was something she wanted but only Dad was able to get. All in 
all, she was really happy to hear we had a good first day. 


After we were done with dinner, Luz volunteered to help Eda do the 
dishes, Juniper went to take a shower which | let her do with how 
rough her day had been. While they were doing all that, | decided to 
go out to the stone tower behind the Owl House to relax a bit while 
waiting for my sister to get done in the shower. | even took a soda 
with me to drink while | was out there. 


"Long day." | said as | watched the sunset before taking a sip of my 
soda. 


"I'll say." Hearing Luz's voice, | spit out the soda in my mouth from 
the shock of seeing Luz sitting right next to me. 


"Luz, when did you get here?" | asked her. 
"| just got up here." 
"You sure you aren't a ninja in disguise?" 


"No." She smirked while putting her hoodie on, trying to don a ninja 
look. "Or am |?" 


| chuckled a bit at her antic. "So everything turned out the way you 
wanted it to, huh?" 


"Aside from the crazy stuff that went down? Yeah, it did. How about 
you?" 


"Well, it had a few bumps in the road, but it was still good. | still can't 
believe that my parents were actually the Lords of Calamity." 


"Yeah, who would've thought that your dad was as much of a 
troublemaker as your mom?" 


"Yeah, though | guess it does come to show how much of a change 
my dad made here on the Isles." 


"Yeah, Juni said the same thing." 
"Did she tell you how her day was?" 


"She said that it was crappy, but with a good ending. She's a bit 
annoyed by the teachers getting all surprised to see her." 


"Yeah, | don't blame her. Not easy when both your parents are so 
well-known." 


Luz chuckled a bit at this. "Yeah, something like that would probably 
make headlines. Kids of best student and legendary troublemaker 


attend Hexside." 


We then shared a bit of laughter before we calmed down keeping 
their eyes on the sunset for a moment. 


"You know, | feel really good about this." | glanced over at her. 
"Really?" 


"Yeah. This time, | actually have a lot more friends than | did back 
home." 


"Yeah, most of which were reptilian." My comment earned a playful 
punch in the arm from Luz. "Luz, | gotta ya. You don't give yourself 
enough credit for how brave you are." 


Luz raised an eyebrow at this a bit confused as she turned to me. "I 
don't?" 


"No. | mean, you are a human being trying to learn magic in the 
Demon Realm, a place where most of humanity thinks it's just 
imaginary. And not only are you learning from a real witch, but you're 
attending a school for magic. Everyone here is different than you in 
more ways than one, but you keep at it, day after day. That's brave. 
Anyone who could do that is proof that even the most pipe of dreams 
can happen." 


Luz smiled and leaned onto my shoulder. "Thanks, Ryuji." 


| was really glad she couldn't see my face as | could feel my cheeks 
heating up as | managed a smile. "Anytime." 


"Well, I'm gonna head back in. Want to come with?" 
"Maybe later. You go on ahead.” 


"Alright. Don't stay out here too long." With that, Luz then got up and 
left, making her way down the tower. 


"Well... that happened." 


"Smooth moves there, kiddo." A familiar voice speak up, | looked 
down to see my mom giving me a smirk as she poke her head out 
through a window. 


"How long have you been there?" | asked her. 


"The whole time." She told me as I then jumped down and caught 
the edge of the rooftop before climbing my way inside. "I see Juni's 
not the only one who's got my charming skills." 


"Okay, any particular reason why you called me here?" | asked her in 
a blank tone. 


"Well, | had a little talk with your sister. | told that, as much as | didn't 
like that dump, | got to meet your dad and had good times at 
Hexside. Only thing good | got from it. | reminded her that she now 
had good things there too like some friends and even family. She's 
actually willing to do it for you." 


| was surprised by this. "Really?" 


"Yeah. You see, Juni might not show it, but she tends to feel like 
crap. You should've seen her before you and Luz came around. She 
barely even smiled. Anyway, she told me that having you around 
makes her feel less crappy or whatever and seeing you upset is the 
last thing she wants right now. Though | guess what she was trying 
to say is that she likes having you around. Sure, you two annoy the 
hell out of each other, but you still manage to have fun. She might 
actually be enjoying like around here on the island." 


"Mom, what is this really about?" With that, Mom went silent for a bit 
before she asked me one question | didn't expect. 


"Ryuji... how do you feel about Luz?" 


Hearing this made me grow a bit tense for a bit. "Why are you even 
asking that?" 


"Because | want to hear how you really feel about her. Juniper is 
only going just for your sake and you're only going to Hexside 
because Luz would be there." 

"Well, it's because Luz is my friend." 

"Yeah, but is that how you feel about here?" 

"Well... no. | do see her as more than a friend." 

"Then why don't you tell her that?" 

"| would. | mean, she's cute, sweet, kind, and passionate but... | 
don't think it would work out." | was about to walk away when Mom 


put a hand on my shoulder. 


"Ryuji, come on. Like you told Luz, you shouldn't sell yourself too 
short. You might be, well..." 


"Weird?" 


"| was gonna say ‘odd’, but you're still a good person and a hell of a 
warlock, especially at your age. Luz even thinks so." 


"Yeah, but I'm also cursed which is really a problem." 


"It's only a problem if you let it. You shouldn't worry about things like 
that." 


"| know, but | already had a few close calls with it and Luz got lucky 
once with one of them. | just don't want her to deal with that. 
Especially if it ends like that dream | had." 


"What dream?" 


"Well..." Seeing that it was too late to lie to her, | then decided to tell 
her what | meant. "A while ago, back home, | had this dream about 
Luz. It started out good as we played together, but turned into a 
nightmare in an instant. Everything went dark and, standing right in 
front of me, was this beast with burning red eyes and fangs dripping 
with blood. What really got me was where the blood was coming 
from. Right there in its mouth, | saw Luz, stuck in its fangs and 
dead." | couldn't help but shiver from remembering the end of that 
dream, crossing my arms from the fear | felt. 


"And you think that'll happen to Luz?" 
"With how my curse is, yeah." 


"Ryuji, that was a dream. You shouldn't worry about something that 
isn't real." 


"| can't help it though." 


"And that's good. It means you care about her." Mom paused for a 
moment before she spoke again. "Ryuji, there are moments in your 
life that can be good and other times can suck, but sometimes you 
just gotta take a chance. | know | did with your dad. If I'd known it'd 
end up leading me to have you, your sister, and your brother when | 
was younger, | would've just laughed it off like it was a prank or just 
some bad joke. So that's why you have to be willing to try. Even if it 
doesn't work out the way you thought it would, you at least know that 
you gave it a shot." She then gently pet me on the head. "So just 
think about it for a while, okay?" 


"Okay, Mom." | nodded to her with a smile before | then remembered 
something. "Oh, | almost forgot." 


"What?" 


"Before we left Hexside, me and Juni left a little something for 
Principal Bump." 


"Oh, yeah? What's that?" Catching her curiosity, | motioned her to 
come closer before | then whispered into her ear, what | said 
surprising before she then hugged me with a big smile. "That's my 
boy!" 


"| learn from the best." | then returned the hug. 


[No one's view] 


Early in the morning at Hexside, Bump entered the school and made 
his way to his office, sighing a bit while in thought. 


"Maybe | was a bit too hopeful on Ryuji to be like Axel as much as 
Juniper is like Eda." Bump said to him with a bit of a smile. "One 
thing's for certain, Ryuji defiantly has his father's smarts and his 
mother's rebellious spirit. While Juniper is clearly like her, there 
might be a possibility that Ryuji won't be exactly like his mother and 
hopefully stay out of trouble too." Bump stopped his office and 
unlocked the door before opening it. Just when he did... 


BOOM! 


In an instant, the whole entire office along with the principal himself 
was covered in blue paint. Instead of being angry, Bump only 
hummed as whipped the paint off of his face like it wasn't a problem 
at all. 


"Or not." Bump said with an emotionless expression. 


Well, that was one hell of a first day of school. Sure, things didn't go 
out as planned, but it all ended great. Luz can now take nine out of 
the ten tracks and might have a chance to join the Warriors Track, | 
can now do combo spells in school, and we managed to help a 
whole bunch of students get their chance to do whatever magic they 
want to do. Me and her had managed to do what my dad had tried 
so many years ago. | can't wait to see just how things will be now 


that everybody at Hexside can now take more than one track and 
even do combo spells. All I know is that it's gonna be a whole new 
experience. Sure, | have a few worries about things going wrong, but 
l'm gonna push those aside for now and focus on the normal. The 
only thing I'm worried about now is Juniper getting in trouble with in 
school. | can't wait to see what we all can learn as we start our 
journey as students of Hexside. DK out! 


Author's Note: Hey, guys! | hope you all like the new chapter. The 
voice actor for Ryuji's singing voice is Jeremy Gee and what Juniper 
played on guitar was the epic shred metal guitar performance by 
Evan K. Now here are the voice actors for each of the OC 
characters. Miguel MacSoula-Bane is Todd Haberkorn and his 
singing voice is Taron Egerton, Mr. Predric is voiced by Ryan 
Haywood, and Mr. Wilksteel is voiced by Joseph Richard 
Brotherhood Fria. The trio of teens sure had a crazy first day of 
school, huh? But at least this had managed to work out for them. Luz 
is now able to learn from all the tracks Hexside has to offer and Ryuji 
will be able to fight the way he wants in the Warriors Track. Not only 
that, but the two had managed to bring change to Hexside by giving 
students the chance to do the same and choose and use whatever 
magic they want to learn. While Juniper will have to prove herself 
before she can learn the way she wants, the three of them will 
certainly have an interesting learning experience. In the next chapter, 
someone comes to Hexside in search of Ryuji and he will discover 
more about both his family and himself. How will this meeting affect 
Ryuji's new school life? We'll just have to wait and find out. That's all 
| got for now. Don't forget to leave a comment to tell me what you 
think of it. See you all in the next chapter! 


